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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Monday, lOfh March, 1947 

The Assenvhlj met in the ABsembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
«f the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr- C- V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN: 

Mr. Kriahna Prasadu, C.I.E , M.L.A (Ooverument of India: Nominated 
Official) 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
(a) Oral Answers 

Revival ov Plakkino and Dbvblophunx DsrA&TMSNX 
t771. *Mahara]kninar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: Will the Honourable Member 
for Industries and Supplies be pleased to state whether Government propose to 
couBuler the advisability of reviving the Planning and Development Department 
which was abolished by the Caret^er Government? 

The HonourAble Sri 0- Rajagopalacharl: The question of the future machinery 
of Planning was referred to the Advisory Planning Board recently appointed by 
Goveniment The Board has presented its report which is being examined 
Lack of Communication and Tkanspobt in Nobth Eanaba Distbiot 
77^. •Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaflei: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Trana- 
port please state if it is a fact that the North Kanara District is lacking in 
sufficient means of communication and transport and if so, what steps Govern- 
ment propose to take to provide the necessary facilities? 

(b) Do Government propose to introduce railway communication in tha 
district as a measure of post-war re-oonstruction and, if so, when and to what 
extent? 

(o'l Will Bhatkal an important centre in the district be linked up with the 
proposed railway line? If not, why not? 

(d) Have the Government of India receiv^ed any proposals in this respect from 
the Government of Bombay, if so, what are they? 

The Hononcable Dr. John Matthal: The Honourable Member’s attention as 
invited to the answer given to question No 98 on the 8th February 1946, repro- 
duced in Vol. I, No. 13 of the printed Debates In giving more uptodate informa- 
tion now, I shall also repeat the gist of that answer 

(ft) It is difficult to determine without a full survey the means of communica- 
tion that would be sufficient for any given area. As regards roads, the require- 
ments will be covered by the five-year road development plan of the Government 
of Bombay when that is finalised. ^ 

(b) The survey investigations of the proposed railway from Alnar to Karwar 
ha.ve been postponed for the present as the preliminary investigatious reveal that 
(i) the potential passenger traffic is expected to be negligible; and (ii) the 
prospects of goods traffic, which depend entirelv on traffic from forest 
industries, are not expected to^e bright since the provincial Forest Department’s 
scheme is not likely to develop tor another five or ten years. 

(o) There is no proposal at present under consideration to construct a railway 
line to Bhatkal. It is considered premature to order a survey in this area withdiiA 
some consideration of the future of Bhatkal port. 

(d) The Government of Bombay have probably studied this matter in th 
oour^ of the preparatioE of their road plans. Their original road plan, whidi 
ia imder revision, included the development of a Provinoied Highway going nartlL 
fromr Bhatkal to link up with the National Highway system. 


( 1679 ) 
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Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May T know whether there 13 a proposal 
to connect tlio lai.t point on the lailway line m South Kaimra to the nearest point 
of the Bombay Presidency? ^ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: Not to my knowledge 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: TTus them been repeated representations ^ 
to the effect that this slioit distance should be covered by rail, so that passengers^ 
from Mangaloie to (lloinbay might not have to travel the distance via Madras 
circuitously? 

The Honourable Dr. Jehn Matthai: I am not awam whether any representa- 
tions have been received 

Shri Mohan Lai Sakseua: Is it not a fact that this question was raised during 
the budget discussion? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: You mean the linking up of South Kanara 
with (ho n>,t of the Bombay Piesidency? 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Yes 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: l cannot remember the details 
Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: V/nl the llonouiablo Member ploa.>e state 
what might be the di (aino Jumi tlie l.ivt noiiit in tho railway line in South 
Kanara .iiid tin. mai.st iioiiit 111 Botuhiv? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: 1 cannot answer the question otThahd 
FaCTOUY fOB THB M.WUFVCf b'KK Ot’ SpINDLES IN JnDIA 
773. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: (n) Will tho Honourable Member for 
Industiies and Su[)))lics pleii'.c stale if it is a fnt that an agreement has beea 
reached by Uie Te^tllc• Delegal.on to Ihe Uuitirl Kingdom to the effect thuti 
Textile inachiiioiy innmil'aetiiicis in Fnglmd nii.l India arc to establish a factory 
for the rnfinufactiire of spuulles in India? 

(b) If so, wh.it .are ihe details of the .aeioenient and tho number of spindles 
expected to be n.ainif. elurcd eviry month’ 

(e) Wliat Will 1)0 (lie tap, til of tin. enne.’Mi ar I what will bo the extent of 
capit.al to bo snliacnbed in Britain nn<l Imli v? 

(d) What help have Ciovernment o'i leq •’o. loo establishment of this factory 
in money and niateriels? 

The Honourable Sri C. Bajagop-'Jac.ia. i : cm '''cs, Sn, the Oovornmeut. are 
mformtd to this effect 

(b) 'i’he Boveinment have set e .1 r.'cor,] „f rlecisions reaeh'-i nt ,a meeting 
between ti’,** iiieiiihers of the Indi.ui Texlne Bclcgation ,ind the Tevihe Maohinnry 
Makers, Ltd 'i'ho decisions provide that, while 74 per cent, of the shaies 1 nd 
the controlling iidtrest will be held by Tndiui.s, tho BugliaU nsanufaeturers will 
have a 20 per cent fiuuiujul interest in tho comp.my and will be .oprcs-'iited on 
its Boaul ..p to a fouith of tho total strength 'L'he < ortipuuy is I'xpoct. d to 
manulaetiire ‘tO,('OU .spn.dkt. pe>" iiionth 

(e) It IS stated that the company will be foime.d with a e ipital of Its li 
crore,8 Of this the Knalish eomp.mv Messrs 'l^xlilo Maclunci y Makers Ltd., 
will have shares of Es. ;-t9 lakhs, which will consist o£ Es 13 lakhs worth of 
shares to be subscribed for in cilsh and fully pnid-np shares of Ra 20 lakhs free 
of payment in return for goodwill, patent rights, technical assistance, and 
berefits of rll past and future research. 

(d) The Government of India have only helped by arranging p.'wsages, 
Michango facilities, etc. No help has been given in money or materials • 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honourable Member please state how Uia» pro- 
duction of spindles by this company will be co-re!ated to Government’s polidy of 
restricting the amount of machinery imported and generally of limiting licensea 
with regard to textile mills? 
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T&e HODOurable Sri 0. Bajagopalachari: The supply of inachioery for replace- 
ment and such other services will not in any manner mterfere wnh the Govern- 
ment’s plan but if theie is auy difficulty tho matter wdl be examined then and 
decided and it is prcnintiire to discuss it just now 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will the Ilonoutable Member please 
state what is the expected production of spindles per annum by this company and 
whether that will be sufficient to rejil.ice all the apnidles that will require to be 
replaced during the year’'’ 

The Honourable Sn 0. Rajagopalachan; 'I'lns is only one company and d. is 
not intended or expectc l that il sl.ould supply all ' thi> icquirements Oth'T 
companies also are likely to come up. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Has tlio Ilonouiahie Mcmher con-.idcn;d 
tho desirability of lakinr iqi tins ni.aticr as a State enterjinse insti'ul of leaving it 
to private enterprise? 

The Honourable Sri C. Bajagopalachari: The suggestion will be considered 
along with many othe, suggi 'lions that li.ive been made, for st-ite entirjiiise in 
industry 

Prof. K. G. Eanga: In \iew of tlio faitthat till now there, has been no private 
enterprise m tins .Imiuon, will (Jovernmont consider tlie advisability of giving 
priorily lo tin, p.nliciilar niat.tv.i'’ 

Tho Honourable Sn 0. Eajagopalachai: 'I'hcro i' a eonccin already at work in 
this direclinn ii'it evmr ,i sisfaiice is giv'cn to tin, company ilso 

Galsus ok iViu Maif, Dfi.AVs 

774. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaffer: (a) Will thc’Sccrotarv of tho Communica- 
tions Ih'pnhncn' p'l ee s' ib' wbcll'cr he ha, s'cu 1< tt. i , ii liie '/mi'i r.j 
India, dated t)i,' l'’tb •l.inmiry. 1917 trem v.irioiis correspondents under tlie 
headine “An- mail drUvs" (nmn1iinm<' ,i>’aiost (be del ly i.i the deliven of - i 
mail Ii tteis 

(b) ir s,,. I.i; 'i, 'i , .use, rf the de'av and vvlutt steps do Government 
proposi Ml i„!l.e li. , 1 , lliil .nr in. ill letters i rc dediverod w .thoiit delay? 

Mr 'Mas-rtr’ _IiiK-'’tP '7u!;:iri- \"i Ve, imt "nly two letters appeared In ;,1 
Tinir^ jf 1 ,1 i,'t Ill' f'l nia-v 1017 of \.-b-ch one was from the Iloiioiir.ib'e 

Member him, ill 

th) .‘\ii mill !• tills ne oce isien.illv delate I for the following reasons — 

(1) ii 'sii.eit n 1,1 an mails by mcxptnenccd staff on some occasions, 

(2) .m ’ll 111 il ,'ics snmelimes yet mixed up with surface mill aitnl s, 

{'•') a., mad bdn ,i,e not '■oinetimes iffixed to tho articles, 

fit late amvd of planes 
(01 bnak.dowii of transport 

'rile following ,tc t li.ive been t.^l^.n tv> iin venli delay to air mails. — • 

fl) st,‘Uf bi. 111 I'Ti s.uicfioned fo; the office of c.ach Postmaster General foi th ' 
preparitoi e.’ m m.nl -oi ting lists for tho ruid.ince of the sorters, 

(21 instnii tions h.ue .iKo been issued for the piopcr supervision of air rc.i'I 
sorting work liv the Inspectors, 

(.3) it IS under consideration to introduce siH-cial air mail covers and envelope, 
80 that the sorters am able to dist.incnish them easily from the surface mail labels, 

(4) it has also been derided to provide special letter boxes for important town; 
for the posting of air mail articles 

Vr. Mann Subedar: Will the ironoiirablo Member explain how an air n..iil 
letter sent from hero to Bombay with the object of reaching there quickly reaches 
there after four davs and how this eonld have possibly occurred in the series of 
causes which he gives? 
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Mr. Masarrst Enflain Znberl: This can be found out only if the Eonourabl* 
Member supphes me with the cov^r of the letW. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: With regard to the reply to part (a) of the queetioa 
where the Honourable Member states ttaii only two letters appeared in the 
Times of India, mqy 1 ask whether his department is subscribing to the Tim»$ 
vf India or the Times, London — because 1 Know that twelve letters have appear- 
ed in the Times cf India on this subject. 

M{. Masarrat Hussain Zuberl; I was confinmg myself to the Times of India 
of the 16th January 1947. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: Is it possible that many other letters addressed to the 
Times of India have been delayed? 

Mr. Masarrat Hussain Zuberl: I have no information, Sir 

Reduction oe Am Mail Postage ebom India to London, Ceylon, etc. 

775. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaflet: (a) Will the Secretary of the Communica- 
tions Department please state if it is a fact that air mail postage rates from 
Britain to India, Ceylon, Malaya, Hongkong, Egypt, Palestine and Iraq have 
been reduced from 1 sli. 3d to 1 sh for a half-ounce letter and from "id to Od. 
for a post card? 

(b) What is the priseiit rate of postage by air mail for letters of half-ounca 
and postcards from India to London, Ceylon, Malaya, Hongkong, Egypt, Pales- 
tine and Iraq? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of reducing the post- 
age rates for letters and postcards by air mail from India to Loudon, Ceylon, 
Malaya, Hongkong, Egypt, Palestine and Iraq? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberi: (a) Yes The rates for air mails to Egypt, 
Palestine and Iraq have been reduced by the British Post Office to 6d, for ball 
ounce for letter and 3d. for postcards 

(b) A statement is placed on the table of the House. 

(c) The air mail surcharge for Ceylon is the same as the surcharge for inland 
air mails The question of the reduction of the surcharge for other places la 
under examination of the Government. 


STATEKS-Vr SHOWlNO AIB MAtl, RATES FROM IlfDIA TO LOWDOW, CbVLON, BTO, 


Serial 

No. 

Destination 

Rato per half 
ounce for 
letters excluding 
postage 

Rate per postoard 
including postage 

1 

England . 

Rs. a. p. 

0 14 0* 

Rs. a. p. 

• 4 0 

2 

Ceylon 

0 1 0 

0 1 0 

3 

Malaya ...... 

(per tola) 

0 14 0* 

0 4 0 

4 

Hongkong 

1 3 0 

• 8 0 

s 

Egypt 

0 14 0* 

0 4 0 

« 

Palestine 

0.14 0* 

0 0 

7 1 

[Iraq 

1 0 0 

• » 0 



) 8TARKBD QUBSTrONS AND ANBWBRS ISSIS 

Shll 8zl PrBkasa: How is it that the postage from India to other countries is 
higher than the postage from those countries to India? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zubeil: It is so in some cases. The rates were fixed 
under the old Empire Air Mail scheme which is now being wound up. Thu 
entire rates for the countries outside India are under examination by the Govern- 
ment and we hope to announce the reduced rates soon. 

Shri Sil Prakasa: Is there not a convention that postage should be uniform 
for all countries? , 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberl: It has been so far under the Empire Air Mail 
Scheme. The rates were reduced by Britain only on 17th January 1947 
Disposals Enquiry Committeb 

776. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaflei: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
tries and Supplies please state the reasons for appointing a Committee known 
ae “Disposals Enquiry Committee”? 

(b) What was the composition of this Committee and did all the members 
attend the sittings of the Committee and go on tour to different provinces? 

(c) Wbat are the findings of the Committee? 

(d) What is the total exuense incurred up-to-date by Government on account 
f this Committee? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) On a consideration of the pro- 
blems arising in disposals, and of complaints about disposals practice, Govern- 
ment decided that it would be in the interests both of the public and of the De- 
partment to appoint a Comnpttee of persons outside the Department and com- 
manding imdoubted public confidence to make a study of the Disposals Organiza- 
tion and its working, and to furnish Government with their conclusions and 
recommendations. Government therefore constituted in October, 1946, the Dis- 
posals Enquiry Committee. 

(b) The members ol the Committee were Sir Maurice Gwyer and Devvan 
Bahadur Sir T. Vijayaraghavacharya, K.B.E., Mr. S Bhoothalingam, O.B.E., 
I.C.S , was appomted Secretary to the Committee. In the initial stages Sir 
Maurice Gwyer was unable, owing to illness, to take active part in the proceed- 
ings From the beginning of December 1946 however he was able to associate 
himself fully with the work of the Committee in Delhi, although it was not possi- 
ble for him to join in the tours 

"(c) The Commitfee’s Eeport was received on Ist March 1947 and is receiving 
immediate attention The fleport will be considered by the Disposals Board at 
a meeting on 14th March in whicU^be Defence Department is also represented 
On receiving the recommendations of the Disposals Board, Government hope to 
publish the Report and the decisions on the Report before the end of the month. 

(d) Re. 24,748 up to the end of January, 1947. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaffer: May I know why no younger officers were appoint 
•d to the Committee and whether it is the policy of the Government to appoint 
old men over 65 years of age on these Committees who cannot attend to the work 
and attend the meetings? 

Mr. PreBldaiit: Order, order 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Wliat is the Disposals Board which the Jlonouiable 
Member spoke of? Is it the Central Advisory Committee for advising the Dis- 
posals Department, ’ or is it a Committee of the Cabinet? What is this Board 
which is going to consider this Report? 

The Hononiable Sri 0. Bajagopalachail: It is not a Committee of the Cabinet 
It is the existing Board going by the name 'Disposals Board’. It consists of 
effiqlhls of various Departments who are interested in this, and it is a Board that 
■its periodically over all the disposals. 
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Mr. Manu Subedar: Does the Honourable Member propose to put this Report 
before the Standing Committee of the Industries and Supplies Department? H 
not, why not,'.’ 

The Honourable Sri C. Bajagopalachari: I* has first to be placed before the 
Disposals PiO.iid in nn\ case, and if the Standing Committee so desire they will 
also have it before them when they meet But I do not think that we should 
delay disposing ol the recommendations till the Standing Committee meets But 
il that IS the desire of the Standing Committee, it will be so done 

Mr, Manu Subedar: In what form will this House see this Report, and 
Members he ab’e to contribute their judgment and their considerations on this 
Report, so that Coverninent may also take those into account? 

The Honourable Sri O. Rajagopalachari : If, Sir, it is the desire of the Mem.- 
b-'rs of the lions e that their Standing Committee of the Department of Industries 
and Sujiphi's should Jnuu an opportunity of seeing this, it will certainly bo placed 
befoic (li"in 

Mr. Ahmed H. Jalier: May I ask the Honourable Member why one of the 
Memin 1 - oi (his House was not associated with tins Enquiry Cominitteo? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: The entire objext and the reasons for 
the apii) nt i .nil ol ibis Committee' hive alri uly boi'n exjilained It is a matter 
of cxfivnciK'o aii.d s.uind jiidgincnt, ami to’ilh is not necessarily a qualification, 
or old .igo .1 (li >ni,i’iiii dioii in this rospoet 

?Ir. Alimcd IC. "I. Ja^er: Is it not a fact that these two Members have no 
experifiu'o o' 1 iis'iu 's"’ Why vvCie jicople with business cxperionco not apiioint- 
od to till' Coininittee? 

TIio Hcnourable Sri C. Rajagopallchan: Business is always intor-relatcd with 
jcaloiisa". iiriil tihereforc' in th's matt t T ,i\oided luisinessmen 

Shri Sn Pr:)li.a.sa: I’en.Lng the amval c.f tlu' Report of this Committee, will 
the IHnom.'bl; .Meinbcr .,ulor the sto],]! ige of the destiuction of luateiials that 
IS t.d'ing jliuo oil .1 huge se.ile'i’ 

.Tile Hcncurablo Sn 0. Rajagopalachari: 11 the di^stmetion of any material is 


Prr.’caca: Tlv rronoi'i.i*.]!' ^^;■mber nuiv peihaps recollect that 1 jiut 
a qiu itio'i iiooiil tlie lEstrueliou of nidsie.. of iioropl.ines at (die B.imiauli aero- 
drorie. All'll. ,il 'id, to Ins predetc^oor in o!li<-e who is sHting next to him May I 
know wliellior I'o h'ls stojiped thu destriictujii of such vaknhle iiiilcrial that 
eoull 'c 1’ cd Fo- . ivi' [imposes in [le.ieo time, [lending the lepoit if this 
Coimtnlt^e'' .’'fiis'.es of Inoycles me siinplj', being mowed down by tanks at ilia 
vaiioue, places Should not that bo stopped? ^ 

The Honour vble Sri D. Rajagopalachari: If the matter had already been put 
in a qii.'Sl o" .Did the Member in charge had then answered it, I do not venture to 
answer it at this stage 

Shri Sri Prakasa: The Honourable Member had promised to enquire.^ May 
I know wliotlii r the enmnry h.is been completed and whether the present Mem- 
ber IS in a positicn to answer the question** 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: I would like a notice of the question 

put down, Sir ’ - ^ 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena; Is it not a fact that the meeting of the Standing 
Committee can be conxened at short notice, because all the Members ore here, 
and even earlier than a meeting of the Disposals Board? Will not the Hoimur- 
able Member therefore consider it proper to place the report of the Commutee 
before it is placed before the Disposals Board? 
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The Honourable Sri G. Ba]agopalachari: 1 have said that the Diepoeals Board 
is a Board that deals with such matters from time to time and it is right and 
proper that I should place the recommendations before them. But if prior to 
ihat, the Standing Committee of the Legislature would like to see it, t.e., even 
before tlfe Disposals Board sees it, I have no objection. But as 1 have said, it ia 
on the 14th of March that the Disposals Board will consider it and it is now really 
an academic question. 

Mr. Alysed E. H. JSiftei: May 1 ask the Honourable Member whether it is 
pot fair that importance should be attached more to the Standing Committee of 
this House than to the Disposals Board, and may I ask whether ho would con- 
sider the desirability of placing the matter hrnt before the Standing Committee 
and then before the Disposals Board? 

Mr. President: The question of importance is a niatCer of opinion 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: I can put a thought to the lIoaour> 
able Member. If the Standing Committee sits after the Disposals Board, the 
Standing Committee would be in a position to advise Government even upon the 
recomnrendations of the Disposals Board, whereas in the other case the Disposals 
Board would be sitting in a sort of qufhst appeal over the recouiuiendations of the 
Btandmg Committee. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. JaSer: M.iy T take it that thi reoommondations of the 
Disposals Board will not be final and bindnig? 

The Honoarable Sri C. Hajagopalachari: Certainly, Sir The recommenda- 
tions will be only m the nntuie nf advice to Goveriunoiit 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangu: Does the Honourable Member admit that bicycles 
have been destroyed? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalacharl: 1 have not aJriuUed it 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh; Ts the Honourable Member prepared to do at 
least one thing — 1 mean prevention of destruction till thc^ disposal w sanctioned 
by the Disposals Board? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: Possibl) useful articles are not des- 
troyed Explosives and llnngs like that may be desuoyed Bioken down 
Fighter piano wib ha\e to be miide into scrap Ileally uselu! articles, as f-ar as 
1 oui aware, cannot bo destroyed and are not bemg destroyed 

yiB SlU KaM’S STA’fSMKN'r BN IMPENDING CLOTU EaMINE IN INDIA 

t777. *86111 Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supphes be pleased to state 

(a) whether be is aware of Sir Sn Ram's statement about the impending cloth 
famine m India; and 

(bj if so. whether Government propose to take steps to stop the production 
of greater quantities of fine cloth? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) and (b) Government agree 
with Sir Sn Ham that there is a tendency on the part of mills to produce 
relatively finer varieties of clothr^at the expense of relatively coarser varieties, 
though they do not agree with his reported opinion that this is the maia 
reason for the present cloth shortage. Government are investigating the po^- 
bilities of further rationalisation of production so as to concentrate it on varieties 
most in demand, and also of a rationalisation of prices which would remove 
any inducement to switch from one type of production to another to the detri- 
ment of overall output. 

tAnawer to thi* qaeation laid on the table, the qneetioner being abeent 
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PsoDCOTioir OB Chsab Motob Cabs i» India. 

t778. *SeUi .Ctovlnd Dbb: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that a delegation of leadmg Indian motor cajr distri- 
Iiutors signed an agreement with the Austin Motor Export Corporation for ears 
io be manufactured and assembled m India; 

(b) whether Government are aware of the negotiations between Mr. Ali 
Ahmed of Bombay and Grautteun Productions Lumted, to produce^a cheap 
‘Peoples car’, and 

(oj if so, whether Government propose to declare its intentions regarding the 
production of cheap cars in India with Indian capital and personnel? 

The Honourable Sri C. Bajagopalachari: (a) The report of the Automobilee 
and Tractois Panel cunla^is the followmg 

“It has been reported to us that the Austin Motor Car Co , has entered into 
•D agreement with their Indian distributors for erecting a plant at one of India's 
main poita for the output of a luimrimm of 3,000 vehicles a year. It is reported 
Ihat the proposed Indian company will bo financed and controlled by Indians, 
but Austins will send out technical experts and adequate jigs and machinery to 
faoihtate an early start It is reported th.it every model m the Austin range will 
be assembled and progressively manufactured in the Indian plant.” 

(b) and (o) X have no information about any such negotiation but last year 
•a application was received from Mr. Ali Ahmed, Bombay, for a licence to 
import a complete plant tor setting up a factory for the manufacture of ‘Kendall 
Cars’ and Ti actors in India The exporters are Messrs Grantham (not 
Grautteuiu) Products, Limited, England A decision on the application of Mr. 
Ali Ahmed has been held up ponding consideration of the report of the Automo- 
biles and Tractors Panel The general policy of Government in regard to the 
dtevelopment of this industry wi'l also be considered m the light of this report. 

Quota ok Stbki, fob Nbw Indusxhikb 

t779. *SeUi Oovlnd Das: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies please state: 

(a) the quota of steel allotted for the year 1947 for mdustries that are being 
expanded or newly installed under various development schemes of the Govern- 
ment of India , 

(b) how much of this quota has already been reserved by industrialists and 
tar which industnes: and 

(c) whether Government have taken steps to see that this steel is utilised 
only for the purpose of constructing buildings for these industries snd is not held 
sgp in store for a long period ? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: (a) ,10,000 tons. 

(b) Due to the late introduction of the new scheme for distribution of stebl 
for 1W7, the whole allotment of 12,600 tons of steel for indv'strial development 
was not .allocated for dolivorv in Period I The distribution of this allotment 
IBM- 
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The balauco is being added to the quota for Period 11, making 14,200 tons 
m all. 

(o) All demands for steel for industrial development are scrutinised by sponsor*' 
ihg authorities, such as. Textile Commissioner, Electrical Coihmissioiier, Coak 
Commissioner, D. G. I. & S., Sugar Controller and Iron emd Steel Controller, 
and 'these authorities ensure that the minimum quantity of steel is allocated for 
immediate use. The sponsoring authorities see that the work for which steel 
has been allotted is carried out 

Inobbasb or Faoilitibs fob Thibd Class Tbavbl in India 
t780. *Seth Cknrind Daa: Will the Honourable Member for Bail ways be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether he is aware of the past promises made by Government to increasa 
the facilities of third class travel on Indian Bailways; 

(h) whether the Standing Finance Committee for Railways which met recent- 
ly, made any recommendations regarding this matter; and 

(o) if not, what steps Government of India propose to take to better thn 
eon^tions of third class travel and when they will be taken? 

The Honourable Or. John MatthM: (a) Yes 
0)) No 

(o) Goveninient are doing everything possible to make more passenger 
aocummodatioii available in older to redi\ce the overcrowdmg which at present 
exists. 1,075 trains have so far been restored or extended providing an .iddi- 
tional daily mileage of 08268 and mure will be added as soon as more rolling 
stock can be made available. Provision was made originally m the budget foir 
the expenditure of approximately rupees one crore on amenities tor passengers 
during the financial year 1947-48, but as Honourable Members will- recollect, I 
gave an undtrtakjug that we will endeavour to spend twice this sum, provided 
the required materials are available. 

Government's post-war plans arc directed towards iraprovmg the conditions 
of III class passenger travel More seating space per passenger, more comfort- 
able seats, more and better lavatorv accommodation, wider Moors, improved 
fighting and water in compartments for washing purposes are to be provided 
This will be facilitated bv an mereaae in the w’dth of stock on the Bro^ Gauge 
to 11' 8" overall, and on the Metre Gauge to 9 ' overall. Dettuls of the design of 
such coaches are now being worked out and it is hoped that new coaches of 
•his improved design will begin to make their appearance sometime next year. 
Oovemment hove also under consideration certain long term proposals, which 
include the provision of sleeping accommodation for a considerable number ot 
lower class passengers, fans in lower class ^compartments and more commodious 
waiting halls with better facilities 

Advanobd Studibs in Aobiottlturb in U. S. a. fob Indian Studbnts 
t781. *Seth Oflsdnd Daa: Will the Secretary of the Agriculture Department 
be pleased to state - 

(a) whether he is aware of the statement given by Mr. Sundaram, Ooveru- 
ment of India’s Educational Officer on special duty, in England, about the 
advanced studies in agriculture of Indian students in U. 8. A. ; and 

(b) if 80 , whether Government consider the advisability of sending studenta 
for specialised studies in Agriculture to U. 8 A as other departments of Oov- 
amment of India are doing? 

Hr FheioKa Eharegat: (a) T^s, Sir. 

A. for 

tAanrer to thit question Isiil in th* table, tbe questioner bein^r ahseal 


(b) tJovemment have a'ready sent some 80 students to the U 
p^ing in Agriculture (including Animal Husbandry). 
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[IOth Mar 1947 
Inobbasbd Quota of CtoTH fob Rural Areas 
, 782. *Fan(llt Sri Krishna. Dntt Paliwal: Will the Honourable Member ior 
Industries and Supplies please state: 

(a) whether Government propose to increase the quota of doth for the rural 
areas; if so when and how much; and 

(b) whether Government propose to arrange for sufficient supply of dhotiea. 
saries and other requisite doth to the village people in the near future? 

The Honourable Sri C. lla]agopalachaii: (a) The Government of India allot 
cloth to provinces and Stales m accordance with a quota system worked out for 
the total population, both rural mid urban It is for the provincial «r State 
Governnitut cO'iccincd to decide liuw iliis quota should be di.cliiLuted within 
the areas adunnistered by them 'J'he Govcniiii.nt of India have pointed out to 
them on various occasions the importance' of tiiknic' steps (o see tliat rural areas 
get their adequate shar 

(b) There have been comjiiiunts rccciith' tliat the supplies i I Hhotios and 
Sarees aie inadequate The Chairman ol tiic Text Ic OotiUol lioard has now 
issued iiistrui tions to a 1 mills to incro.isc tliQir piodiu tiori of Hhotirs add 
Barees so tb.it at least Vo per cent of the looms capable of ini.'luemg Dhoties 
and Sill CCS piocluee Ibesc ag.unst the pie..eat peiccntago of 00 per cent. 
Piovinci.il .iii'l State .dlccal ons of cloth will Ihoioforo in fuluie fc'il.iiii a liigher 
percont.ige ol JIiioiics and Sarcos th.in at i’iv.sent and this sho.il'l 1 clp them to 
see thit ]ar',cr sujipbes of tlicso aio made ava l.iblc to rural ureas 

Mr. Vadilal Lali'Uvhai: Is i', ,i im I tli't M.mc mils wcr. p led up for 
producing inoie dliotii's and siri'cs/ 

The Konoarable Sri 0. It,v,agoi)alachan: I'oc- pnlU-d up' mean rcpuinanded? 

Mr Va.uliil .Cailu’ibai: Th .vi :o 'id-cd tc pioduce 1. -s tli m thev were 
producing 

The Houoarabie Sn C. Raiacoralsoftaii: ii wa.i done, 1 .mi soiry 

Mr. Vadilai TjCdlubhai: Will ilic lio,io..r.d.’c iM -m'.. muko ui<! 'iriosV 

The ricno-irable Sii 0 rs;ajL,i.;opal.':itar’: Yi 

Dr. Zia TTddtn .'\hinaQ: May I know whethci tlm ui.oia foi e.n b puiwrce is 
fixed by the cm ^ili..atoii ol ti.e icquiioi'n d du. puviuoja t -id not simply 
by couaUug licails, bi'causc .he icquiremc.ds of the N -W F 1' are diSerent 
from tho'c of Soutn liid-.i" 

The HonoiaaL'e &:i U. l?t’j.'.gop3iach:.n: 'il.c renuuo'j.ciits of .i whole pro- 
vince can be luosL ..ijuitablv <k't.ii.niie.l ii-; oir't'ug lie ids but if t' u Honourable 
Member v. ill ‘pvo me .uiy other i.,ctJu)d oi fic.biig cut the rcqu.iemcnLs of a 
province moio c(iriC(.t!>, 1 h.ill h.i\c it^ July considered 

Shri Sri iraka^a: m vi. 'v cf tlie fact that the Mombers ot tlio Uouiioil of 
State liave to go i>o the b' u ! i').,i’ ct in Delhi in oidcr to meet the requiiements 
of dhotu's an i san "s in ihcir own houses, n'lll the Honourable Member kindly 
consider the desirability uf hit nig .I'i conVol and .stopping this nonsense 

The Hoiio.irab’o Sn C. jrfa;K.gopalachari; Probably the mernbcis irferred to 
by the Honourable Mcndier riquue verv ppecial fine cloth The pi eduction that 
is required and wbicli the Government wants to encourage is coarser cloth 

Shri Sri Praka-sa: M.’mber leferred to, required only coarse cloth for his 
servants Will the Honourable Member now kmd'y consider the desirabihty of 
lifting all controls’’' 

The Honourable Sn O. Raiagopala.obari: If Honourab’e Members -as a whole 
are fairly unanimous and want the control to be lifted, the matter will be givea 
very sympathetic consideration. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honourab'e Member tell us, apart from merely^ 
:*Rlring Provincial Governments to be more careful in distributing to the rural 
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areas, whether the Goveiiiment of India are considering aii> otner mcuaures in 
order that cloth of saitablo quahtv may reach the vil ages and whether their 
attention has been drawn to the committee which has recenly reported m 
Bombay and which has made recommendations on some of these other measuree 
and whether the Government of India will examine them? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: If the Committee has suggested a 
definite p'an by tvhich the rural aieas eould be given their adequate share 
eiiectively, it will be duly eonsulefed But I may point out that there is very^ 
great dangei in making suih .'iir:n’'gcm> n(s, be au e it is uell known that there 
are people who will specialy exploit the lur.-il irea atul make it a black-market- 
commodity tapping ar^-a 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: In view ot tin, faoL that the dealers m towns who are 
expected to supply the stuff to the iiiuil anas aic pl.i’.rig so much rniscliit f by 
not supplying them, Wil' Govi rnuicnt coii^aVr the sdvj'-abihty of seeing that 
dealers m villages are guen the ne-ss^ary p'Mints and the cloth is supplied to 
them diiectly, so that th. re u.a' b' b- '•'er (banco of th'S cloth being 

distributed arno’'ig the lura' pi'op'^'’ 

The Honourable Sri C Kaiagop.-’lachari: h r (he province of the Prov ncial 
Goveinments to ar'ange lor Hie rh tr.lidion '•? (le (|uolas that are .applied to 
the provides Tf the su -.o st ■ ,,f ',} <( JT.e'eii'n'-i'e klembcr to give the permits 
direct to the rural d' ilers is a sound one, it is open to the provinces to tahe it up 
as we are not dcaluir/ dmci'’' uilh (be ndai' end of le- ti insiiction fnuri the 
CentiO 

Prof. N. a Rnnga: K t>> ■ )' n. e n' 1 'I'd.'ilvi h' ■ of the fact that m 
Madras Pood (Jnuneils ar'- .innomJed m vdbi'.'e a d thc=o. counrds are 

entrusfid wilh the task of dstir’iri'' tins cioCn aiiion-; tb(> vil'a'-ors wi'h the 
help of the local rural (leak rs u'-il the diGiilidion ■'e. i, tw eu th° towns and 
vih.t^es IS deeidi'd upon (.v ’’.xd Co’.rei'''' 

The Hxno’irab’o Kii C. P-vcgopalrcbiri: I hoind Ike to lave Jeiimte infor- 
mation lu to wIi-L Hie 1, ii,:.. lid'' ■ . r. ( 1 li(> ,1'. -no, j ist now des- 

cribed by 111/ Ifonomable fiieiid 

Mr Mana Subcdai: In vicw ( f ;hc t thai am is now rcach'ng on y a very 
small haction of tl.e li.indlo'-n wnav j, a '.I (b;,) a i k ar. im.ontv of them are 
idle because yam is net M.ieh'n; them an.’ .;i vi o'" tlio f.ict that hardloom 
cloth, not being contiolled, -s more bke\. (-) h" I'vnJable to rural. .ireas, will the 
Honour.iblo Mrmbcr tell tins Thv.se vvb d. stepi Goveiniiicut nro taldig in 
order to see that \arn »-eaeh“, i"’!P to (h ■ fullest seouiri'ment of every hand- 
loom weaver in this counlr ’ 

The Honourabls Sn 0. 3i'a3agcj alachrji: I am \ei'> wi 11 awam that handloora 
weavers are not now having enough yam foi the full < apai ity they can put 
forth. Every ciTort is being in.ide to get as much yam as possible out of the 
mills fgr d.slnh.ition to the handloom weavers but the matter is beset with many 
difficulties, of production csjieciully , aud every eiiorli is i.ow being made to hnd 
out all possible w.iys and Tnean.s by which we could increase the amount of yarn 
available for handloom wcuvt rs I am paiticulaily examining the question from 
this point of view and I wish to assure ironou’-iMc Members that it will havo 
my most earnest consideration. 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maltra: May I inquire if his department cal’s for 
periodical reports from the Provincial Government as to the method of distribu- 
tion followed ? * 

The HonooraUe Sri 0 Rajagopalachari: They do get reports. 
f Pandit’ Lakshml Kanta Maltra: When was the last report received? 

Tba Hooonrahla Sri 0. Bajagt^alachari: T am not able to say offhand 
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FEndlt TAirahmi KAnta Maltra: Does iha Honourable Member's department 
also bring to the notice of the Provincial Governments that complaints are made 
to his department about maldistribution or inequitable distribution in the P«>- 
Vinces? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: Complamts are there in quite a 
large number. Honourable Members need not imagine that it is necessary for 
the Central , Government to write to the Provincial Governments about it. The 
oomplaints are there m very great number and abundant enough to bring the 
matter to the poignant notice of the Provincial Governments. 

Pandit Lakahml Santa Maitraj I am referring to the complaints of ebambeta 
of commerce and industrial concerns and not of ordinary citizens. When such 
complaints are forwarded to the Honourable Member’s department, what is the 
procedure adopted with regard to .nvestigation and redress? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Hajagopalachaii: The complaints are generally about 
shortage and want of adequate di.stribntion The whole matter is at present 
under active consideration apart from shortage there is no other special com- 
plaint for investigation that is involved The whole question turns on the ques- 
'tion of production and every effort is mode to increase that production and the 
several ways in which that can he done is now under very active consideration 
by all the people concerned 

Ht. Manu Subedar: Will Government examine also the proposal which has 
been made in Bombay to requisition yam from the mills as an absolute priority 
so that no faandloom will he idle and the mill people may he left to adjust to 
their own purposes? 

The Honourable Sri 0 Rajagopalacharl: [f the suggestion is that the mills 
should be compulsorily ordered to suiTcnder the yam and keep their own 
looms idle, it will have to be worked up with a little more care. It is better to 
have it as a voluntary arrangement 'Rfforta are being mode to procure free, yam 
in the largest measure possible. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Mav I know if any effort has been made 
to reduce the number of various varieties of cloth which are about 600 so that 
larger quantities of yam may bo released for handloorosl* 

nio Honourable Sri 0. Raiagonalachari: That is one of the first things that 
have been -taken up for consideration. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know for how long this has been 
tinder consideration and when are the hand^ooms likely to be benefited by it? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: The number of voneties produced 
by the mills has no connection with the amount of yam available for the hand- 
looms, but the number of varieties has something very closely to do with the 
total yardage produced by the mills In that way, it is connected perhaps in a 
distant manner with the amount of free yam available for handlooms. The 
whole matter is being actively examined from this very point of view, namely, 
the reduction of the number of varieties that should be produced in the mills, 
and going from fine to coarse .as far as possible and thus releasing os much yam 
as possible 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Has the Honourable Member examined that when mills 
go on fiO's, they produce only to If ounces per day but when they get on to 
JW's and 14 's, they produce eight ounces and more per day? Therefore, those 
looms of mills who fear on account of the requisition for handloom. wall not be 
idle, but this step will compel the miffs to go on coarse count. Will Govern- 
ment therefore give the scheme which they nre now formulating close examlna^ 
tioo from this point of view? ^ * 
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The Hononrehle Sri 0. Bs]a£<^alaclisri: Yes, Sir, close examinatioD is being 
made of the problem of stepping down in the counts. It will perhaps not be 
possible to stop down, from fiO ^ 20, but a certain amount of stepping down 
is possible. 

Fair Pbiob bob Aobioultobal Peoduob 

783. *Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Fa^wal: Will the Secretary of the Depar|> 
ment of Agriculture please state the steps Government have taken or propose 
to take To determine and enforce fair prices for agricultural produce? 

Sir FhSroze Kharegat: The steps in question ore mentioned in the reply given 
to question No. 467 of Mr. Sanyal on the 2l8t February, 1947. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: 71ow long will it take for the Governmonf 
to reach a final decision in this matter? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: I hope that a decision will be arrived at not very long 
after the report of the Krishnamachari Committee is received. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Why the Central Government is taking 
into its own hand the fixation of prices instead of leaving it to the Provincial 
■ Governments to fix the prices of paddy and rice produced in their own provinces? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: 'The matter was discussed at an All-India Food Con- 
ference some time ago, and the general feeling was that it would be better for 
the CeiitrSil Govc-uiraent to take up the matter so as to secure -a certain amotml 
of uniformity in prices in the different provinces. 

Prof. N. O. Eanga: If it is a uniformity of prices that is kept as a sort of 
desired end, why is it that the Government does not allow the Madras Govern- 
ment to raise the prices of paddv and rice to the same level at which the prioea 
of these commodities are prevailing in most of the provinces except Orissa? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: It is the po'icv of the Government at present to 
prevent a rise in prices in order to prevent inflation. 

Prof. N. O. Eanga: Are we to understand that their policyvof preventing the 
rise in prices of foodgrains is not to maintain a fair price to the agriculturist bul 
a fair price which may be suitable m order to prevent inflation? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat: That, Sir, is a matter of opinion. In the opinion of 
the Government the present prices are con.sidercd to bo fairly reasonable for ttie 
agriculturist 

Prof. N. O Eanga: Is it not a fact that the Madras Government and the 
Government of India have not agreed as to what is to be treated as a fair price for 
paddy as well as rice? 

Sir Pherose Kharegat; The matter has now been referred, or at least will 
shortly be referred, to the Commodities Prices Board which has been recently 
set up and they will go into the whole mattci and determine what should be the 
price 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Will the Honourable Member inform us whether 
agricultural indebtedness has increased or decreased among the paddy growers of 
Madras? 

Sir I%erose Kharegat: I believe an inquiry was made about 18 months ago 
when the Gadgil Committee looked into the matter, and the opinion they came 
to then was that the indebtedness had decreased to a considerable extent m the 
ffrst few yeara of the war, t.e., till 1944, but thereafter the decrease had ceased. 

Sri V. Oangarajo: w£et is the percentage of rise on the previous prices that 
■Government think will be reasonable in order to make the prices remunerativn 
to the agriculturist? 

# Mg Pheroie Xharagat: That matter will be gone into by the Commodities 
Priof^ Board. 

SM M. Asulbasaysaam Ayyangar: Does not the Honourable Member know 
4hai the great differenee of prioea of paddy that la prevailing in the Dnilad' 
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Provinces and Madras leads to a lot of difficulties to the producers and li 
preveuis them from growmg more paddy m the southern part of the Presidency 
winch IS lamine*6tricken? ^ 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat; Government are awaie of the fact that there are wids 
dlfierences in prices and they hope that it will be possib'e to bring down the 
pnees in the areas where the prices are too high 

Supply of Cattle Food in India 

784, ‘Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt Palfwal: Will the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture be pleased to state: 

(aj the steps Government have taken or propose to take to ensure sufficient 
euppiy ot cattle food in the country , and 

(b) the results achieved so far m this direction? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: (a) n.Gld tons ol ulieat Uave been imported from the 
Argentine and a luither 4,462 tons arc expected the International Emergency 
Food Council has also been asked for an allocation of another 40,000 tons. 7,361 
tons of oats have been imported from Canada 5 000 tons of cottonseed are 
being imported fiom Portuguese East Afiioa The IE L'.C. have been moved 
to allot another 125. 00( tons of cottonseed for 19t7-48. 100 tons of coingluten 

feed are bemg impoited from USA for experimental use ns cuttlefeed. 

The e.vpoit of cattlefceds is prohibited except under licence The export oi 
oilseeds is also restricted and it is proposed to allow the export ot only about 
110,000 tons of groundnut apart from 70,000 tons of gToundnut oil. 

A Basic plan for the distnbutirn of cotton=c'd and oilcakes from surplus to 
deficit areas is m opeiation since Novenibei Imt 1 00,701 tons of cottonseed 
and 1,61,401 tons of oilcakes linvc been allotted lo vanoiis deficit provinces and 
Stases, for the year ending 31st. October 1017 

Other catUefeeds such ns gowaiu, cIhiiiis, brans husks etc , are being 
allotted from surplus to deficit areas on an od hnr b ism Since August last 
97,383 tons have been a'lotled to deficit areas. 

The incrca'-cd producl'on of cereal and pumi > eii.b i ili.‘ Giow Moic Fowl 
Campaign is expt'ctcd to result in m'’reascd '•,’ipf>l\ i"’ fe'ld.'L and concentrates. 

Sohemos for rotational grarmg have iu'cn ^aocti .nc'i for certain areas with 
the objfct of making more fodder available 

(b) Tt is not feasible at the present sta>:;c to • >fiin,U.o the results achieved 
Mr. .Vadilal Lallubhai; What tise is b''inr m ide of dr teriorated foodgrains? 
Are they destroved or are they made use of in some wav'* 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: The best possible use is made of .all foodgrains ^ 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Is nothing destroyed’^ ^ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: Only if it cannot bo made u^.e oi 
Prof N. 6. Banga: Do you get some fodder value out of it? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: Wherever fodder value is possible, it is being utilised? 
Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: What kind of foodgrains and in what stage of deteriora- 
tion are they destroyed? 

Mr. K. L PanjaU: I will lay a statement on this subject on the table of the* 
House, 

Mr. Tamiznddin Ehhn: In view of shortage of fodder in this country, will the 
Government consider the advisability of stopping export of cottonse^s altoge- 
ther. 

8b Pheroze Kharegat I believe cottonseeds are not allowed to be* exported, t 
^ H. Ananthasayanam Ayyaagar: Are Government aware that lairg® quan- 
tities of ihaize imported from Argentina are hot being used in Madras otvin^ to* 
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recent crops of bajra and other food crops and as such maize is being allowed 
to rot, there is no demand for it even from northern India, nor are they taken 
back from Madras? 

Mr. E. L. Panjabi: The Government are not aware of this fact I will make 
enqmriesj 

Shri Sri Prakasa: May T know if imported wheat is meant for cattle? The 
quesion dca's witli catile fodder. 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: There is no wheat which is being imported for cattle. 
The articldjbhich I reteircd to is v.htat bran 

Prof. N. G. Eanga: Are Govoinrnent aware that there is regular fodder 
famine in certain parts of Madias presidency owing to failurb of stveral food 
crops? Are Goveinineiit aware that ryots feel great difficulty in taking steps 
to get fodder fiom cthei places on account of railway wagon shortage*’ 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: Government arc aware that there is shortage of fodder, 
but I have no information about snortago of w'agons for the transport of fodder 
from other parts Jtut so fnr as actual a’locations are concerned, we try our 
best to arrange for transport of fodder from surplus areas to dchcit areas, and 
if any particular shortage or lack of wagons is brought to our notice, we shall take 
steps to enquire into tlii'ni 

Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddiar: In view of shortage of oil cakes, will the 
Government consider the ,iidv.sahihty of preventing export of oil seeds from India 
to other countries? 

Sir Pherozo Kharegat: The t'xport of oil seeds has been restricted very consi- 
derably and the figure which had at one time gone up to a million tons has been 
reduced to just over 100,000 tons 

Dr Zia Uddm Ahmad: May 1 know if Government are charging any export 
UcRXising fees and if these license'- arc transferable, may I know at what price 
they are sold to. other poisons’’ 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: T hav'- got no information on that point. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: f-Tavo tho steps taken by Govei’nin'-iit 
resulted in any appreciable reduction ic the piice of cattle fodder m this country? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: 1 do nol think that tho steps taken will immediately 
result in a reduction of pi ice That 's Ixuind to take some little time 

llIFROVEMENT m MeLK SurPLY AND TRANSPORT FACHJTrES TOR MiLK AND MlLOH 
• Cattle. 

783. .’Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: (a) Will the Secretary of the 
Department of Agriculture be pleased to state: 

(a) the steps Government have taken or propose to take for utilising the 
present Goushnlas in order to increase and improve the milk supply and cattle 
wealth of the coimtry: and 

(b) the railway transporvfRciliti'ea available for the transport of milch cattle, 
milk and milk products and cattle food? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: (a) The Honourable Member may kindly see the 
reply given to part (a) of st-irred question No 849 asked by him on tho 8rd 
March 1947. 

(b) For movement by rail cattle-food ond fodder are allowed Class I priority 
when sponsored by Government and Class 11 priority in other oases. Livestock 
milk and milk products are given Class II priority. 

Prof. IT. O. Banga: Is any financial assistance given to gaushalas in view of 
Ibe fact that they serve a very useful purpose? 

' Sir PherOM Kharegat: I gave an account of the steps taken to help gaushalas 
m to a i^^estion the other day. If I remember aright, the amount of 
' a azeutanoe is about Rs 120,000 per annum. 
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Shli Sri Prakasa: With reference to the earlier reply to which my Honourabla 
friend referred, will he encourage these gaushalos to use these dry cattle for 
agricultural purposes? Is it not a luct that experiment has shown that dry 
cattle when used for agricultural purposes bewune milch oattlc’’ 

Sir PhSroze Kharegat: 1 do not quite midei stand how dry (‘attle can become 
milch cattle. 

Shll Sri Prakasa; By physical exercisi', dry cattle become ini'oh cattle in 
gaushalas there is no physical exendse for the cows Tins exjienn^it has been 
tried m the Punjab and found successful W 

' Newsprint Quota to Newspapep^ and Refusal of Additional Quota to 
sxisTiNO Papers. 

786. *Sri N. Venkatasubba Seddlar: Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of daily newspapers which were newly stiii ted in 1946-47 
with the permission of the Government of India, their names, names of the 
proprietors and the Provinces tp which they belong, 

(b) the quantity of news-prmt allotted to each. 

(c) the number of applications received from each Province for starting 
dailies which were rejected; and 

(dj the reasons for granting permission to new papers while refusing addi- 
tional quota to existmg dailies and periodicals? 

The Honourable Sri G. Bajagopalachari: (a) A btatoinent giving the required 
information is placed on the table of the House. 

(b) The monthly ration of any newspuptr i.s treated as conficlentiaJ and it is . 
regretted it is not possible to divulge the infoirnation asked for 

(c) The collection of the information rcgaiding the number of applications' 

rejected would involve an outlay of time and laboui vliicdi Goveniraenf, do not 
eonsider justified in present circumstances. « 

(d) Permission to new newspapers has been given very sparingly and on the 
grounds that they would propagate the viewpoint of an miportant political party 
or group whose views were not being adet|uately repiosented in the existing 
press or that they would serve some definitelv useful purpose The rations of 
the newspapers other than those whieh were permitted to start publication as a 
special case were fixed in accordance with a general scheme on the basis of their 
actual consumption during the basic period In view of the difficult supply 
position of newsprint their applications for increase in the quota were generally 
refused. Additional quotas were, however allotted’ in certain cases where it was 
felt that a real hardship was involved It has since been decided to relax the 
existing control on the procurement and use of newsprint with effect 'from the 
let April 1947, Newspapers and magarines vri’l then be free to build up any 
paid circulation An announcement to this effect has already been made by 
means of a Press Note 


Statem^.nt "ehowing the names oj ittily newapapert which have newly atarfed 
pubUeafion on newiprint during 1948-47 after aeeuring the permiaaion of the 
Central Government. 


Berin) 

Ko. 

Name of the Newspaper 

Name of the proprietor 
or party. 

Monthly 

ration 

allotted. 

Bemarkt. 

1 

Navajyoti, Ajmei' ' 

AJMBR-HERWABA 

Mr^D F. Choadhry 

0.4-1-0 

OowraraioB 

3 

NayaBaJaathaa . 

, Mr Rsmaaraia ChooAtry 





L 

1 

. 
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S«rial 

ITo. 

Kamo of the KeWspoper 

Kame of the proprietor 

Monthly 

ration 

allotted. 

Remark-' 



BENGAL 


i 

1 

Ittihad, Caloatta 

Ittihad Printing and Publish- 
ing Co. 

3-0-0 0 

Now now*-* 
paper. 

2 

Swumj, CalcuttH 

Mr. Humnyun Kabir . 

2 0 0-0 

Do. 

3 

Usha, Calcutta 

Mr. A. C. Mookerjea . 

1-0-0 0 

Do. 



BIHAR 



1 

Navaraahtra, Fatoa 

Mr. Devabarta Sbashtri 

l-O-O-O 

Do. 



BOMBAY 



1 

Kavayug, Hubli . . 

Mr. T. R. Neswi, M. L. A. . 

I-IO-O-O 

Re. ivsi. 

2 

Free India, Bombay 

M/a Akil Bharat Ltd. 

4-16-0-0 

New new»j 
paper 



DELHI 



1 

Millot, Delhi 

Mr. Mohd. Jaffrt 

0-10-0-0 


2 

Al-baUl, Delhi 

Mr. Mahjabin Huasam 

1-10-0-0 

New new#- 

3 

1 Azad.i'Hind, Delhi 

All India Muslim Majlis' . 

1- 10-0-0 

‘'%o. 

4 

Aljomait, Delhi . 

AU India Jaroiat-ul-Vlema • ' 

1-0 0 0 

Do. 



MADRAS 



1 

2 

A new Tamil daily, 

Deshobhimani, Calicut ■ 

Mr. K. T. M. Ahmad ■ 

Communist Party 

3-0 0-0 

2 0-0 0 

Conversion 
from week- 



N. W. F PROVINCE 


daily. 

1 

Abol Kalam, Peshawar 

Mr. Mohd. Yunus 

3 0 00 

New news- 
paper 



PUNJAB 




A*sd, Lahore 

AJir,ir -Party (Mr. M; rl rr 
Ah Azliar) ' 

4 0 00 

Do. 

2 

Rflojit, Lahore 

Northeni India Newspapers 
Ltd. 

3-0 0 0 

Do 

3 

Pakistan Times, Lahore 

Provinci.-’l Muslim Lo-nguo . 

8-0 0-0 

Do. 

4 

Bande Matram, Lahore 

Mr. Moh-in Smgli Sahini 

3-10 0-0 

Conversion 
from weekly 
mto duly 

S 

Urdu daily log, Lahore j 

AH India Ahrar Party 
(Mr. Asis-ur-Rahman): 

1-10-0-0 


^ 6 

An Urdu daily from 
Lahore (JTai Hind) | 

:;s ! 

Mr.^irendra, M. L. A , . ! 

i 

4-0-0-0 

New news- 



/ 
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No. 

j N-imo ot' till- NBW.-.piiper. 

Name of tlio proprietor 
or pirty. 

Monthly 

ration 

allotted 

Remarks. 



SIND 



‘ 

Hilil-i-l’.iki-t 111 , Hydoi- 

Pros incml Boaguo 

). 10-0-0 

New news- 



UNITED PROV'INCES 



1 ' 

y uuiii Aw Luikiiow . 

U P. Congies-i 

ti-0-0-0 

Do. 

- 

B Mr.it\ U .wnpore 

• Mr. H. S. Vidyaitlu 

l-O-O-O 

Do. 

3 

f*r.ikat,b, Agui 

Mr. M. L. Kel.A 

0 2-0-0 

Do. 



INDIAN STATES 



1 

Piihban, Bangdlore 

M/ll HdHBen Museana Nodvi 
and Ismail Tablish. 

0-8-00 

Do. 

20 






Sri M. AnanUusayanam Ayyan^ar: What is the position of newsprint today ? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: It i^ better today. 

Sri M Anantbasayanam Ayyangar: W'hat percentage of previous quota is 
avuilublo * 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: I ctmiot give the percentage. Lt is 
very much better Some dealeI5^ me iic(uiill\ getting now -pant from llussia 
though at a slightly higher cost 

Shri D. P. Karmarkar: \Mi\ is tlie monthK ivition ot any newspaper consi- 
dered confidential? 

The Honourable Sri G Rajagopalachari: It is a question of a paiticulai news- 
paper’s circulation capacitv being told to otiici people J think it is generally 
considered wrong that ciieulation tiguics uhieh aie given for a particular purpose 
should be given greater pulilieity (h.ni for tlic puijiose for which it was origjnaHv 
given t 

Mr. Hanu Subedar; Will the Honmnahle Menihei tell ns w'hy permission 
IS given for newspapeis to use ordinary printing paper while- removing control 
from newsprint gener,illv‘> This sciiotisK .iffeets the quantity available for book 
publishers? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari; Newspapeis have been specifically 
told not to use other than newsprint reruiission is not given for printing news- 
papeis on oidm.irv printing paper. 

Mr Manu Subedar: 1 am glad to hem that , but is the Honouiiible Member 
aware that Capital, Indian Finance, and a couple of dozen other newspujierg 
and high class weeklies are all printed in piinting paper and not newsprint and 
that this IS a depredation on ordinary ptinting paper the production of which hag 
‘fallen last year? An.'i why is the community Ijeing thus deprived of the very 
rostiiited supply of printing paper in faionr of newspapers'* 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: The woid ‘newspaper’ was used in 
this connection by me and in the communiques with reference to daily news- 
papers. If- the Honourable Member is referring to weekly or monthly periodi- 
cals, it would be a hardship to compel theffi to use newsprint. But no orders 
>ean be passed with reference to particular newspapers. If we do not allow 
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prmtmg paper to be used by weeklies and monthlies and compel all of them to 
use newsprint only it would create a great deal of hardship. 

Mr. Tamiauddin Khan: Will the restrictions on the starting of fiesh news- 
papers be removed or relaxed from April nexl ? • 

The Honourable Sri 0. Eajagopalachari: Any person may start a daily news- 
paper from the 1st April 1947 if he is able to get newsprint and subscribers. 

Sri M. AnanUiaaayanam Ayyangar: Aie Government satisfied that by such 
relaxation there will not be a scramble in the market for newspapers and some 
of the poorer newspapers will not be starved while the richer ones may be 
able to get much more than the quota? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: That was one ot th». considerations 
to be weighed in the balance , but on the whole all the people oonoemed were in 
favour of relaxation 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Was not there any dissentient voice 
from the smaller newspapers and fhe more iccent new'spapers^ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalacharl: When I last met them the smaller 
newspapers were well represented and they did not laise any dissentient voice. 
Of course .there might have been doubts in their minds but they did not preee 
them. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: Will the Honourable Member lift control from other thinga 
also in the same way?" 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalacharl: A question or a Besolution may be 
put down on that pomt. 

Dr. Zia Dddln Ahmad: Is it not a fact that Government have complete 
control over the issue of new-spapeis because they have control over the distribu- 
tion of newsprint, and without newsprint they cannot start a paper? 

The Honourable Srk 0. BajagopalachMri: The control over the newsprint is 
retained to sonic extent bnf not with loforence to particular newspapers. 

Ovkr-Stakfed Scpply Dbpaetwbnt, 

787. *Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddiar: Will the Honourable the Member for 
Industries and Supplies be pleased to state whether Government are aware that 
the Supplies Department is over staffed? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalacharl: No, Sir. All posts have up to now 
been on a temporaiy basis and are exteiiclcd froui'lime to time only after their 
necessity has boon established The sticngtli on Ist September 1945 was 
Executive 2,313, clerical 41,72.5. On Jst .J.-inaary 1947, Executive 1,071, clerical 
24,718. All existing s.anctions expired on fhe 28th Eebruarv, 1947, and the staff 
to be retained after that date is being ex.amined in detail to ensure that only 
those posts which are really necessary shall be retained. 

Sri 1C. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: When does the Honourable Member 
propose to close this department? 

The HOnouraUe Sri 0 RaJl^lopalachari: Tf it is the general desire that the 
department should be closed it will be closed provided it is consistent with 
efficiency of administration 

Xr. Manu Subedar: How does the Honouiable Member explain tlie fact that 
for next year the budget grant in his department is higher than for the previou* 
ve.ar, and how does he propose to reconcile that with his statement that he is 
reducing both executive and cferieal staff? 

Th» Eooonrable Sri 0. /Bajagopalacharl: I said that on 1st September 1945 
the strength was respectively 2,818 and 41,726 and that on Ist January 1947 it 
was 1,071 and 24,718. I am not quite able to see the connection between this 
^and provision; but if the Honourable Member will put down a 

question t will be able to look into the matter. 
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Star! Sri Prakasa: What is the available number ol hours that each member 
of the staff is expected to work per day.Pj 

The Honourable Sri 0. fiajagopalachari: Thu workmg hours fixed for othues 
are being toHowed, and the vvoikmg penod may be easily calculated. 

Impbovbmbnt or Old Bsnabxs Road bbtwbbn Cuakditai^ a^ Susakhala. 

788. *Mr. Kagendranath Mukhopadhyay: (a) With reference to the reply 
given on the 11th November. 1946 to unstarred question No. 44 regardmg im- 
provement of old Benares Road between Chanditala and Sheakhala will the 
Honourable Member for Transport be pleased to state whether he has received 
any reply to the Government ol India letters No. il-6 (46) dated the 2ua end 9th 
January, 1947, from the Bengal Government m connection with the petitioiu, 
dated the 13th and 26th November and 80th December, 1946 addressed to the 
Honourable Member by the persons living in the Hooghly District? If not, do 
Government propose to call for a reply in the matter? 

(b) Has the attention ol Government of India been drawn to the Natwnalnt 
Oaloutta, dated the 27th December, 1946 and the Hindustan Standard, Caloufta 
dated the 29th December, 1946 publishing communications from the persons 
living m the Hooghly District? 

(o) Are Government aware that the Chanditala-Sheakhala portion of the Old 
Benares Road is an important one, both for industnal and agricultural pur^ses, 
as is admitted by the Europeans and the Indians as well as Government officials, 
and as such, the scheme was approved and sanctioned by the Government of 
India m 1939 and the work of construction was taken up in 1940 and the amount 
of Rs 1,78,000 was spent from the Central Road Fund by the Bengal Govera- 
ment? 

(d) If the answers to (b) and (c) are in the affirmative, do Government pro- 
pose to inform the House when the work will be re-started by the Bengal Govern- 
ment for the improvement of the Old Benares Road between Chanditala and 
Sheakhala? 

The Honourable Dr John Matthai: (a) No The two letters referred to did ^ 
not call for a reply. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) and (d). The importance of this road has been urged in the press reports 
mentioned in part (b) of this question and also in representations received from 
the inhabitants of the locality I would refer the Honourable Member to the 
replies given in this House to his questions Nos. 48 and 44 on 27th February and 
11th November 1946. I have nothing further to add. 

Shii Sri Frakfusa; May I know how this road is called the Old Benares Bead 
and what has Benares to do with Chanditala-Sheakliala? 

The Honourable Dr John Hattbal: I imagine it is part- of the Grand Trunk 
Road that passes through or near Benares. That is my impression. 

Supply op Uniporms'’to Poob Paid Staff of thb Engihbeking Depot ©n the 
Howbah Division of E. I. Railway. 

789. ‘Mr. Nagendranath Mukhopadhyay: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways be pleased to state whether Government are aware of the fact that 
the East Indian Railway have sanctioned uniforms to be supplied to poor paid 
staff of the Engineering Department? 

(b) If so, are Government aware that the Howrah Divisional Authorities are 
not giving effect to those orders? 

fe) Do Government propose to supply the said staff with the uniforms ? 

The HaBoaraMe Dr. John MattbiU: (a) On the presumption that the question 
refers to the supply of uniforms to such lower paid Permanent Way "staff of iJia 
'Engineering Department as are not entitled to them under existing orders, the 
reply is in the negative. 
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(b) The allegation is not correct. 

(c) The question of supplying certain items of clothing as uniform to Perman- 
ent Way Mates, Keymen and Ganginen is now ilnder consideration by the E I. 
Bailway Administration. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: Will the Honourable Member kindly see that the amount 
of cloth consumed in these uniforms is not more than the amount granted to the 
civilian population on an average? 

The Honoarilble Dr. John Xatthai: T should think it extremely unlikely that 
it would exceed that. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Are we to take it seriously that in 11 yards of cloth a full 
uniform can be made? 

inie Honourable Dr. John Ifatthai: As a matter of fact the uniforms in ques- 
tion iuo woollen clothing and supplied onlv once in four years 

AseiSTAN^B TO THE BiO-CkKMIOAL AND .SYNTHETICAL PRODUCT.S L'l'D.', HYDERABAD 

(Deccan). 

790. ’Mp. Mann Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food Department 
be pleased to state the nature of the assistance, which Government have agreed 
to give to the Bio-chemical and Svnthetical Products Ltd., Hyderabad (Decoan)? 

(b) Is this company registered in British India or in Hyderabad (Deccan)? 

(c) Is the dominant interest m this companv Indian or non-Indian? 

(d) What is the progreas of this company in the maMer o( prodiMfttott? 

(e) When is the supply expected to be available? 

(f) At what price will this supply be made available to Provincial Govern- 
ments, who wish to use it to improve the diet of the people? 

Mr. X. L. Paniabl; (a) The Food Deportment have assuied the Biochemical 
and Synthetic Ih'oducts Ltd that they would support their legitimate requests 
to other Departments and the province concerned for expediting the construction 
and luanitaiiiing the pivNluction ot the proposed laetor\ s 

(b) The Company is registered under the Indian Companies Act (1913), with 
its legibteied Head Oftico at Secunderabad. 

(o) Government have been informed that it is exclusively Indian 

(d) The Company has sent one of its Diiectoi'- abroad for purchasing 
tnachinei-y and is negotiating with the P Govermnent for a suitable site and 
for reservation of the i-equisite quantity ot molasses 

(e) It cannot be said when the tacforv will be m production, but the Com- 
pany IS proceediug with all possible speed. 

(f) There is no commitment that the Provincial Goveinments will buv the 
product, but the Companv has given an assui-anee that thev will ti-y to make 
supplies available, at -/6/- per lb . whieb is the late suggested by the Special 
Officer appointed bv Government to inquire into this industry. 

Hr. Xaau Subedar: Jfay T know what steps Government are taking to ensure 
purity of the articles produced and also to ensme that unreasonable prices would 
not be chaiged, since this is not a competitive production in India? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: The ('ompiinv has not been given any guaranteed offtake 
by Government. It will thc*refore he in its own intei-est to prepare a product 
which conforms to the specifications of food-yeast and to prepare it at a fair price. 

Mr. Mann ssbadar: Whiit sort of standard or inspection will Government 
impose on this companv, as these articles will go into the dietary of people, to 
see that the yeast and various other things pioduced will be of suitable quality 
and suitable standard and not deleterious to the people? 

lb. X. 1m, Panjtbt: The same check on the products will he applied as in the 
ease of other products manufactured in this country. ~ 

Mk. MUtt Subedar: Has this company asked for any financial help fixjm the 
^lovenunent of India? 
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Mr. K. L. Paajabi: No, Sn-. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Are they getting any fiuaiicial help from the Government 
of Hyderabad where it has been put up. If so, what is the amount of Hyderabad 
State interest m this company? 

Mr, K. L. Panjabi: I have said that the company is registered in Secundera- 
bad We have no intoirnntion whether it has received any financial assistance 
from any other souice 

Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: What arc the peculiar natural facihties 
in Secundeiabad h\ way ol.iaw produce, in order to start such an mdustry there? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: The company .ictiially proposes to start a factory in the 
U. P 'J’he only facility at Secunderabad for registration is that the promoters 
happen to bo there 

Fixation of Fodder Pricks. 

791. *Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Oounder: Will the Secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture be pleased to refer to his answer to starred question No. 119 asked 
on 7th February 1947, regarding the fixation of fodder prices and state : 

(a) what are the schemes for importing fodder; 

(b) the kind of fodder proposed to be impiwted; 

(o) the source from which it will bo imported, 

(d) how its cost will compare with the rates prevailing in different parts o# 
the country for different kinds of fodder; and 

(e) the places to which Government propose to supply the imported fodder? 

Sir Pberoze Kharegat: (a), (b) niid (o) Intoimatioii on the three pointe 

raised is given i reply to part (al ot Question No,. 784 asked by Mr Pahwal 
today 

(d) and (e). A statement is placed on the table. 


Statement 



Import price per 
maund 

C. I. F. Bombaj. 

Internal price per 
monnd. 

Allocations in tons from 
what has been received. 

Wheat bran 

Rh, 8/J/- 

Rs. 4/4/- to 10/-/- 

Smd : 6287 

Bombay 3761 

N.W.P.P. . 1000 

Delhi 600 

States 76 

Total. 11,618 

Oats 

Rs. 11/1/. . 

Rb. O/IO/. to 16/-/- 

Bengal . 6000 

Bihar 1160 

Bind 600 

Baluottistan 40 

States 671 

Total 7,361 

Cotton Seed. 

Rb. 9/13/. . 

Rb. 4/IS/- to 16/.7- 

Bombay 6,000 

Comgluten 

Rb. 7/18/. plus 
freigbtand insur- 
ance. 


Bombay , lOO 


Sri V. 0. VftUinglri Oonodar: May I know what subsidy Government are .pay- 
ing to equalise prices as between imported and indigenous products? 


Sir Theroxe Kharegat: I believe a certain amount of subsidy is givqn to pro* 
Tinoial Governments for such' distribution. 1 have not got the figures with ma 
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(6) Whitten Answers 

Food Factoriks stabtisd dobino the Wab. 

792. *8ri V. 0. Velliilj[irl Gounder: Will the Secretary of the Food Deport- 
ment be pleased. to state: 

(a) the number and varieties of food factories started during the war, 

(b) how many have stopped working how; 

(c) what are the factories the Provincial Governments intend acquiring; 

(d) where these factories are situated; ■ 

(e) what help Government are giving to factories which are catering to the 
needs of the civil market; 

(f) to what extent the food requirements of the Aiiny are met by these 
factories as compared with the imported food stuffs; and 

(g) how Government propose to dispose of the rest of the factories which are 
not working now ? 

Hr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) During the War, Government maintained 21 installa- 
tions and obtained supplies from 615 private factories, the majority of which were* 
started during the War. Details of these factories are given in the statement laid 
on the table of the House. 

(b) Only two installations are now maintained by Government and supplies 
are obtained from 46 private factories. The number of private factories which 
have stopped working is not known. 

(c) and (d). Provincial Governments have already taken over the Cheese 
Factory at Anand and the Fruit Processing Factory at Peshawar. The N.W.F.P. 
Government have offered to take over the Fruit Canning Factory at Nasarpur 

(e) Government have made available to the extent possible controlled materials 
required by these factories and have appointed five planning panels to recom- 
mend plans for development of food products manufactured in these factories. 

(f) Lists of items supplied by Indian factories and those imported from abroad 
are placed on the table of the House It has now been' decided that imported 
items should in future be procured in India to the extent these items satisfy the 
prescribed specifications. 

(g) Surplus factories have been reported to the Director General, Disposals, 
who is responsible for the disposal of surplus Government installations. 


— 

Government 
installntions 
utilised during 

In production 
at present 

1 Stopped 

production 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Heat Dehydration Factories 

9 

Nil 

0 

Dehydrated Onions A Potatoes . 

:{ 

Nil 

3 

Fruits Dried 

1 1 

Nil 

1 

Fruits Tinned . 


Nil 

1 

Cheese Factory . 

1 

Nil 

1 

Ghee (Hilk) 




(Blending Factory) 

a 

2 


Total . 1 

21 

^ 1 

u 
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Section ‘ B ’ — ^List of non-Oovemment Factoriea. 


foodstuffs 

Total number of 
factories utilised 
during war 

Number of factories 
eupplying 
Oovemment at 
present 

1. Axnl’i Sweet 

1 

Nil 

2. Ascorbio Acid Tablets . 

1 


3. Bulciog Powder 

•i 


4. Bailey Paul 

S 


5. Beer and Ruin 

9 


6 Biscuits NJiakaiutr i 

12 


7, Butter Tiiuted 

2 


3. t’liutney aiul Pickles .... 

26 


0. Cigars • .... 

3 


10. t'lgirettes and Tobac(.o 

17 

1 

11. Cmn Jinan Powder 

• ^ 1 

Nil 

12. Coffee Ground .... 

10 


f ondinieiit I’owder. t'urrj Powder, Mustard .ind 
Pepiiui Giouiid Refined. 

72 

3 

14. I'oni Kloui 


3 

J5. t list 'id Powder 

1 

Nil 

l(i, Kgg Powdci ..... 

2 


J7 Ks'ciii e of C'ii'’ken, Lemon, V.mila, et< . . 

8 


18 Ms'i Dried and Smoked .... 

' 1 

» 

ly. iTiJit' Tiumsl . .... 



20. Gelitme . . .... 

j 1 


21. Qoldoii S\Tup ...... 

1 


22. Honey .... ... 

I 


23. Jams and M 'Tin ilade 

12 


24. Jellies .\sso't'd ... . . 

1 

•• 

28. Lime, Lemon .luice mid Coidiiila 

10 

» 

2«. Mi.rgirino .... 

1 

> 

27. M.inanlidf 

6 

Nil 

28. Malt 

3 

Na 

29. O'ltineil . . 

1 

Nil 

30. Oil (tike • . . . 

49 

8 

3). Oil Conking Refinnd (Groundnut end Salad Oils) 

IS j 

Nil 
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Foods tuffs 

Total numbei of 
factories utdised 
during war j 

Number of factories 
eupplyiag 
Oovenunant at 
present 

32. Ouioaa, Potatoes und Vegetables Dehydiaied . 

83 

NU 

33. Rennet Powder/ Tablets 

2 

1 

34. Sago 

1 

Nil 

35, Salt Refiiinl 

16 

5 

36 SsmesT I,.,:* 

7 

Nil 

37, Sugar , 

<14 

14 

38. Toim.to Tidii.mI 

T 

Nil 

39. VsiiHsp.n . ... 

22 

16 

40. V'uiBgar , 

' 

Nil 

41. Yea,tKxti.wt 


Nil 

Tolal 

51.5 

46 


■*eppei (iiDund'^efiiied, 


PawdAi’, Beann Canned, Beef Pies, iMutton Pies, M 4 V , Vaiiely Meats, Kiincheon ,Meat, 
Biscuits fancy. Biscuits 8ei\ue, ( heese Tinned, <’lio<ol.il« Vit, ('ocoa I’owdei Coi iiflour, 
Hanings Tinned, Balraon Tinned, Fiiiit dned, Kiuit I'lnniid Jam, 
Marmalade, Golden Syiup, Honey, .\lai|$aiiiie, Jlilk Powdei iskim, 
Mnstai'd, Oatmeal, Onions Ileliyd Pickles, Potatoes TiniiAd, Potatoes r)eh>drated, .Sausages 
Tinned, Vej;, Tinned Veg Dehydrated Vea-.! De-<.ncaled, Aiiovitoot Bingeis Food, Gelatine 
'or Jelly CryataJs, Malted Milk, Meat K\ti.icl Ovalline, Vinegai Lime Juice tioidial, 
Campagne, Compound Vit. Tabs 

ScARcrFY OF Ikon Pipes, Sheets, KKNcl^o Wire, etc, ior Farm TTsb 
703. *811 V. 0. VelUnflri <Jouttd«r: (a) Will the Secretary of the Depart- 
meut of Agriculture be pelased to state whether Government are aware of the 
difficulty experienced by the agrieultunste on account of the scarcity of iron 
pipes, sheets, fencing wires, etc , hir f.iitn tise ' 

(b) Do Government propose to allot more of such things to the Provinces? 

' (o) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of ear marking such 
-allotments separately for Agricultural purposes and supplying them through the 
Provincial Agricultural Departments? 

Sir PherOEft Kharegat: f.'i) Yes 

(b) and (o). Goveruraeut have allotted 200,000 tons of steel to Provincial 
•Governments to meet the requirements of small consumers and for private build- 
ing, Provincial Governments are being asked to make suitable allotments from 
this amount for agricultural ptlrposes. This steel is made over by the Controller 
,to licensed dealers in such categories us may be desired by Provincial Govem- 
-lasnts end the latter will then airrange for the -further distribution of this steel for 
agricultural purposes either through retail dealers or though their Agriculture 
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Departments. In addition quotas have been given for steel processing industries 
which manufacture implements and machinery, including those requned for agri- 
cultural purposes. It is not considered feasible at the present stage to increase 
the Provincial allotments as other essential requirements have also to be met. 
Delay in Payments of Dves to Discharged Staff of the Calcutta Bkanoh 
OF Timber Directorate. 

794. *811 K. VenkatMubba Beddiax: Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies be pleased to state. 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to an article under 
the heading “Eoimd the Meti-opolis” and sub headmg “UfiBciency’’ in the Even- 
ing News lit ilu‘ lliinliitlun Tinier, d.iled 4tli Kelnn.it^, 11147, n'liding to ihe 
delay in the payment of dues of many of the staff who were disc^ged from ser- 
vice as a result of the abolition of the Calcutta branch of the Timber Directorate 
at the end of 1945 , 

(b) if the facts stated therein are true, the reasons for the delay in payment 
and the persons 'who are iv,spoiisible for sucli del.n , and 

(c) whether any steps are being taken to expedite payment and whether any 
action is being taken against those responsible for the delay ? 

The Honourable Sri O. Rajagopalachari: (a) ami (b) Go\ennnciit’s atten- 
tion has been drawn to the article in question. The fact is that while claims 
relating to pay, bonus and gr.atuity of the retrenched employees in question were 
settled claims relating to the payment of increased Deaniess Allowance siiiietinn- 
ed at a later date with rolrosjiectne effect were not .settled The delay is im- 
fortunate, and is regret-ted Dearness Allowance with rotrospeetivo effect from 
the Ist July 1944 was sanctioned bv the Goioinment of India on the 22nd March 
1946 only. The preparation of bills for this elaiin could not be taken up before 
August 1946 due to abnormal rush of ivoi k owing to .iraalganuition of the various 
regional wmgs (D G M P , C.C P M , etc ) with the DOT. & S This bill was 
unfortunately returned by the C S .\. Calcuttu, on the 22nd November 1946 with 
some audit objections, and for recasting It has subsequently been resubmitted 
to the C S A , Calcutta, early in February 1947 

(c) Yes, Sir Steps have been taken to expedite payments The officers who 
were looking after this work have already left our Department or are dead and at 
this stage, it is not considered worth w'hile to pumne this matter further. 

Qualification for the Post of Chief Medical and Health Officers oji 
Railways 

796. *86111 Sukhdev; With reference to the reply to parts (a) and (b) of 
starred question No. 113 asked on 31st October, 1946, regarding the qualifications 
for the post of Chief Medical and Health Officer on Railways, will the Honour- 
able Member for Railways be pleased to stale- 

(a) whether it is a general rule on the Railways that new conditions be relax- 
ed in favour of employees who joined service prior to the date of the orders 
prescribing such conditions, if not, %vhy a special exemption w^as made in favour 
of Medical Officers, 

(b) if the reply to the first portion of part (a) be in the affirmative wheiher 
Government propose to apply such exemption in the case of employees of the 
North Western Railway, who under a recent order are required to pass the First 
Aid examination as a condition for getting increments and promotion ; 

(c) the budgetted amount of expenses during the year 1946-47, for (i) sanita- 
tion, and (iil medical relief on the North Western Railway; 

(d) whether it is a fact that sanitation has recently been transfen-ed to the 
medical department on the North Western Railway; and 

(e) whether Government propose to create a post of Deputy Chief Medioat 
Officer, for Sanitation and Public Health work on the North* Western Railway f 
if not, what other steps are proposed to be taken to ensure proper sanitation? 
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The Honourabl« Dr. John Mstthi^: (a) It is the general practice when new 
conditions are introduced not to apply them in such a way as to cause hardship 
to persons already in service Each case is, however, dealt with on its merits. 

(b) No. It has been made obligatory for staff of certain categories to pass 
in first aid in the interests of the welfare of the travelling public It has, there- 
fore, been found necessary to make the grant of increments and promotion to 
all such staff irrespective of the date of appointment, dependent on the passing 
of an examination in first aid. 

(c) The budgetted amount of cxfieiiditurc during the year 1946-47 is as 
und(‘r — 

Bs. 

(i) Sanitfitioji . l.'>,85,0f)0 

(ii) Medical relief . 12,51,000 

(d) The control of s.-iuitation of the larger colonies and larger stations lias been 
transferred to the Medical Branch. 

(e) No The (Ihief Medical Officer has sufficient theoictical and practical 
training and exjierience to look after the sanitation of the ifulway The latter 
portion of the question does not aiise 

Abolition of the Method of Selection in N. W. Railway foe Posts in a Salary 
OF Rs 400 OR WORE 

796. *Seth Sukhdev: Will the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased, 
to state 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to an article under 
the heading “Competitive Examination only Test for merit’’ appearing m the 
Railway Herald, Karachi, dated the 6th January 1947 regarding the method of 
selections to higher grades based on confidential reports on the North Western 
Railway , 

(b) whether Government propose to dispense with the system of maintaining 
confidential reports for staff; if not, why not; and 

(e) whether Government propose to abolish selections for posts carrying a 
salary of Rs. 400 or over, if not, what improvements are proposed to be made 
in the matter of selections 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Government have seen the article 
referred to. 

(b) No Very definite instructions regarding the preparation of confidential 
reports have been prescribed hv Goveniment and these emphasise the responsi- 
bility of reporting officers in exercising care and judgment when reportmg on 
persons under them In this connection, attention is invited to rules 1615 and 
1619 of the State Railway Establishment Code. Volume I As confidential 
reports form the basis of assessing the work, ability, conduct and fitness for 
advancement of both gazetted and non-gazetted railway servants. Government 
do not propose to do away with them 

(o) No. Government have no reason to behove that there is any lack of con- 
fidence among staff regarding selections for promotion and accordingly do not 
consider that any change in the present system is called for 

Reorhitusnt and Promotion of Staff on N. W. Railway 

797. *Seth Sukhdev: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways be 
pleased to state whether the attention of Govemment'liae been drawn to the 
proceedings of the Hindu and Sikh Bailwaymen’s Federation meeting held atf 
Lahore on 26th December 1946? 

- (b) What policy do Government propose to pursue in view of the complainta- 
in l^Bolution Nos. 1 and 2 regarding the methods of recruitment and promotion 
of staff in the North Western Railway on a communal basis? 
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The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Yes. 

(b) As regards the first Besolutioii, I would refer the Houourable Member to 
paras. o(b) and 6 of the Memoraaduni of Huplementary lustruetious issued m 
connection with the Government of India, Home Department Hesolution hlo. 
F 14/17-13/a3-Est8 , dated the 4th July 1934, a copy of which is in the Library 
of the House. Para. .5(b) refeired to preseiibes the minimum percentage fixed 
for the recruitment of Muslims on the N. \V. Railway. In regard to the second 
Resolution, the lules tor the constitution of Selection Boards arc designed With 
the object of giving pei-sons of all communities u fair deal and Govemment do not 
consider that Selection Boards on the N W. Railway act contrary to this policy. 
Government do not consider the complaints made m the latter part of each of the 
^Resolutions mentioned justified and do nob, therefore, feel that a change m the 
existing rules and piocedui-e is etilled lor 

Latis Runsinq of Tkajns on jE. 1. and O. T. Raulways 

798. *Mr. ICsdandhan Singh: (a) Will the Honourable Membeor for Rail- 
ways be pleased to state whether Government are aware that the trains on the 
East Indian and the Gudh and Tirhut Railways rim late ? 

(b) If so, what aie the reasons therefor? 

(c) Do Government propose to take steps to see that these trains run in time? 

The Honourable Dr. John ICatthai: (a) Some of the (rains on the East Indian 

Railway and 0. T Railway have been running late 

(b) The chief causes of unpuuctuality aie, heavy loads of trains, poor quality 
of coal, engiiieering restiictions, frequent misuse of alarm chains, delays at 
stations to aocommcxlate heavy passenger traffic and occasional civil disturbances. 

(c) The running of passenger tiains is closely and regularly scmtinised by 
officers of the Transpoitation Departiiienfs .md disciplmaty action is tak«n against 
staff responsible for avoidable delays 

Itailway Admiiiistratioiis are doing everything in llieir jiower to ensure punc- 
tual running of trams and tlie latest rejiorts from the E t. and 0 T Railways 
show that some improvement in punctuality has been made 

pROKir TO DRI.HT HiTIONINU DbPARTMHNT in HANDT.INO WhBAT AND RiO* 

799. ’Mr. Hadandhari Singh: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment lie pleased to slate w hether it is a fact that the Delhi Rationing Depart- 
ment have made a profit m handlin!.' wheat and nee for consumption in the city? 

(h) If so, what 18 the amount of profit^ 

(cj Whj was this jnofit made^ 

(d) How do Covermnent propose to utilize the amount? 

Mr. K. L. Fanjabi: The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to 
the icfily given bv me tc starred (piestion No .5.57 by Shri D P KHrmarkar on 
the 2.jth Feb) uat,v , P,)47 

XrFTiNo OK t'oNTRor.s t>N Groundnct Oil. AND Cakb, }!>nxHKMP Skkds, (Woontjt, 

KTO 

800. ♦Prof. N. Q. Banga: Will the Secretary of the Food Department be 
^ileased to state- 

(a) whether it is a fact that the controls over the supplies, movements and 
prices of groundnut, groundnut-oil and cake, sunhemp seeds, coconut, oooonui- 
oil and cake have iieen instituted in Madras on the advice of the Government of 
India; 

(b) whether Government are aware that the prices of all these articles have 
gone up by nearly 25 per cent, after the oontrola were inatitoted and that moat 
-of the semi-manufactured items of these controlled goods have gone out of.tho 
market; 
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(c) whether Government are aware that while the price of groundnut is fixed 
at lis 11 per bag, that of groundnut cake is fixed at Es. 7-8-0 per bag; and 

(d) whether Government propose to consider the advisability of lifting these 
controls in view of their defects? 

Mr. K. If. Panjabi: (a) Control over the movement and prices of groundnut, 
groundnut oil and coponut oil was introduced by the Government qf Madras on 
the advice of the Central Government, following the resolutions passed at the 
Conferences of representatives of the Provincial Governments and the States 
concerned Control over groundnut calro. coconut and coconut cake and sun- 
hemp was instituted h\ the (f>>\Hnunent of Madras without reference to the 
Central Government 

(b) Complaints of rising prices were received in regard to edible oils and 
groundnut kernel Only coconut oil wai reported to be not available in tbe frefr 
market 

(c) Ex-mill prices of groundnut cake ranged between Es. 6-1-0 to Es. 7-7-0 
per bag of 160 lbs. as against Es 16-8-0 per bag of unshelled groundnut. 

(d) The Government of India have lo-oxammed the whole question and have 
announced their decision to decontrol entirely all edible oil-seeds and oils except 
copra and coconut oil Oil cakes are being controlled by the Provincial Govern- 
ments 

COKSTRUCTION OF RAILWAY T.INK BETWEEN OnGOI.E AND CtJMBHUM inU AdDANKX 
AND DaBISI. 

801. *Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member for Railways ba 
pleased to state ' 

(a) whether Government are aware that there was a scheme for constructing 
a Railway line between Ongole (in Guntur District) and Cumbhum (in Kumool 
bistrict) via Addanki and Darisi, 

(b) whether Government ore aware that this hinter-land, which produces 
tobacco, groundnut and paddy crops and which is also liable to famines at fre- 
quent intervals is badly in need id such a railway both for developing its 
resources and also as a fnminc-insurance measure; and 

(c) whether Government propose to investigate this scheme again? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) No, Sir There has been no proposal 
for constructing a railw'ay line from Ongole (in Guntur District) to Cumbhum (in 
Kurnool District) vta Addanki and Darisi, nor is such a project in view at the 
present time. 

(M Government have no information in this regard but the area mentioned by 
the Honourable Member is served by a Broad Gauge line on the east and a 
Metre Gauge line on the west separated by about ,60 miles and prima facie it 
seems that the area could be developed adequately by road transport. 

(o) Ckmstruction of this line w'as not mooted by the Provincial Government at 
the general meeting with the Railway Board in November 1944 when considering 
the question of post-war railway development in the province of Madras. As 
there has been a change in Government since then, the Madras Government were 
addressed recently asking whether they wovild like to add to or amend in any 
way the list of approved projects framed as a result of the previous meeting in 
November 1944. A reply to this communicatioirrs still awaited and if as a result 
of tiiis reference, the P^vincial Government recommended the investigation of 
this project, Government would no doubt consider the question favourably. 

NoK-Isstra of Bailwat T7oksts stom Baifcb Station 

* IBQS. ‘Mr. Q. B.'Dani: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Eailwavs be 
^ased to state whether Government are. aware that railway tickets were no? 
usued for many stations from Raipur Railway Station during the month of 
Deceniber, 1946? 
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(b) Are Govermnent aware that one receipt for four or moie passengers was 
issued instead of one ticket or one receipt for each passenger^ 

(c) Are Government aware tliat passengers had to search for companiona 
bound for the same destinations and at times had to suffer loss when they could 
not find such companions, and obtain leeeipts or, tickets for their destinations? 

(d) What is the reason for the shortage of tickets and receipts? 

The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: (a) No Go^ eminent i are infonncd that 
passengers from Eaipur station have not been refused railway tickets, although 
on occasions, printed card tickets haie not been available for certain destinations 
and paper tickets have been issued instead 

(h) Yes Tn some iiistaiiees, pajier tickets have been issued to groups of 
passengers 

(c) Paper tickets have been issued to individual passengers as w'cll as to 
groups; but it is possible that the issue of tickets to groups caused inconvenience 
to certain members of the tiavolhng public 

(d) The shortage of printed tickets on the B N Bailvvay has been due to 
(i) enhanced demand in consequence of the lieavy increase in passenger tiaific, 
and (ii) dislocation in the B N Bailvvay Printing Press following communal dis- 
turbances do Calcutta. Happily the position has now improved and sufficient 
stocks of printed tickets are available at all stations on the B. N Kailway, 
including Raipur. 

GKAJJT fob IMPKOVEMBNT AMD Pboduotion of Bbtbl-ncts 

803. *Sri A. K. Menon: With reference to the reply to part (a) of my 
starred question No. 405, asked on 11th November, 1946, regarding the grani for 
improvement and production of betel-nuts, will the Secretary of the Department 
A)f Agriculture be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the grant of 5 lakhs referred to therein as being proposed to be 
made for the purpose of financing measures designed to improve the production 
and marketing of betel-nuts has been made for the year 1946-47 ; if not, when it 
IS going to be made , and 

(b) whether the scheme for the improvement of production and the organisa- 
tion of betel-nut marketing has been drawn up by Government; if so, whether 
Government propose to place it on the table of the House and if it is not yet 
ready, when it is likely to be ready? 

Sir Pheroie Kharegst; (a) A giant (o the f.C A R. of Rs 5 lakhs for BH6-47 
has been sanctioned from which it will finance the necessary measures 

(b) Government have received various proposals which .ire being exmiiined in 
detail. It IS hopped that a suitable final scheme will be evolved in a niorith 
or two. 

31ALABAB AbECANUT GBOWEB’S AS-SOCtATION. 

804. -^Sri A. K. Menon: (a) With reference to the reply given to part (c) 
of my Starred Question No 40.5 asked on 11th November, 1946, regard- 
ing the grant for improvement and production of betel-nuts, will the Secretai^ of 
the Department of Agriculture be pleased to state whether Government have 
made enquiries of the Madras Government regarding the 'working of the Malabar 
Arecanut Grower’s Association? 

(b) If the result of the enquiry is satisfactory, have Government rendered the 
A.S80ciation any aid? 

(c) If the report is not satisfactory, in what respect is its working unsatis- 
factory ? 

(d) Have Government received representations for help from the above 
Association and did Government promise help to them? If help was promised, 
why was it not given ? 

(e) Are Government aware that the scope of the Association was developed 
in anticipation of the aid promised by the Government of India? 

(f) Do Government propose to help them now? 
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Sir Plisnze Kharegat: (a), (b) ’and (c) A reference was made to the Madras 
Government in November last. Their ^^ply is awaited 

^d), (e) and (t) A rejirescntafcion has been received. There 'is no record of 
any promise but the question of giving a grant wdl be examined on receipt of the 
rbply of the Madras Govenmunt. 

Government Policy re Postal Employees sent to Malaya as Combatants nr 
1941 

805. ‘Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Secretary of the Communica- 
tions Department be pleased to state 

(a) whether Government are aware that postal and Uailway Mail Service 
employees of different grades such as, Inspectors, Clerks, Postmen got enrolled 
as combatants during the last war, that they were sent to Malaya in June 1941, 
and that when the British forces surrendered to the Japanese in February 1942, 
the entire postal unit became prisoners of wot; 

(b) whether Government are aware that when Burma and Malaya weie 
recovered about one hundred person^ of the said postal unit who had joined the 
Indian National Army in the meantime were also recovered ; 

(c) whether Government are aware that these men after discharge from the 
Army service were directed to report themselves to their respective departmental 
superintendents, and were furnished with travelling facilities for proceeding to 
their original civil appointment stations; 

(d) whether Government are aware that after these men reported themselves 
as directed, they have been kept on leave on half pay when leave on half pay is 
due, or on ti subsistence allowance, when no such leave is due, and that they are 
neither being, asked to join, nor ire thev' receiving their dues or any amenities; 
mu] 

(e) if so, what Government propose to do in the case of these men and what 
is their policy in the matter? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberi: (a) Yes 

(b) and (c) The facts as slated by the Honourable Member are substantially 
ocorreet 

(d) The eiTipIovees in question have been kept on leave due, or, when no leave 
was due to them, under suspension pending enquiry and the issue of final ordeis 
as a result of the review of the whole position. 

(e) The jjohcy of Government in regard to the employees of the Ci\il Govern- 
ment who collaborated with the enemy during the wni and were suhstiiueutly 
recovered was recently reviewed and it has been decided that there sliall he no 
ban on the rc-employment of such peisons except such of them as were guilty of 
acts of brutality, and this applies to the persons about whom the Tlonoiirahle 
Member is enquiring 

Graduates as ‘ B ’ Grade Guards on E. T. Railw’^ays, during War Period 

806. *Sjt. Seth Samodar Swroop: (a) Will the Honourable Meinbtr for 
iRailways be pleased to state how many young graduates w^ere appointed as 
"B’ grade Guards on the East Indian Railway during the period of War? 

, (b) Are Government aware that their salaries range from Rs. 40 to Es. 50 
'p.m.*’ 

* (c) Are .Government aware that recently the East Indian Railway Admi- 
'Cistration advertised vacancies in tlie posts of ‘A* grade Guards and Trans- 
ifiortatioD Apprentices calling foiT applications from graduates only and that 
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the ‘B’ grade graduate-Guarda who have been woiking for the last 5 to 7 
years are shown no consideration V 

(d) If so, do Qovemment propose to consider the desirability of promoting 
as many ‘B’ grade Graduate-Guards to the posts of 'A' grade Guards and 
Transportation Apprentices as are duly qualified instead of appointing new 
men? 

The Honourable Sr. John Matthai: (u) The information is being collected and 
will be laid on the t.ible of the House m due eout.se 

(b) The eniploycCB concerned draw pay in the scale of Its 40 — 42 — S — 45 — 5 — 
60 jilun mileage and dearness allowances and mtenm reliei. 

(c) As regards the first portion, Government are informed that the E. I. 
Bailway Adinmistration advertised a certain number of posts of Grade “A” 
Guards, to be filled by persons holding a degree, under the general scheme of 
reserving 20 per cent, of the vacancies in each yeah for direct recruitment to the 
intermediate grades A degree has also been sepcified in the case of recruits for 
the posts of Transportation Apprentices In regard to the latter portion. Gov- 
ernment understand that Graduate grade ‘IV guards working agamst temporary 
vacancies and other temporary graduate employees arc allowed to compete with 
outsiders for posts of “A” grade guai^s provided they possess the necessary 
qualifications and are below the age of 28 years. Grade “B” guards are also eli- 
gible for promotion as Grade “A” Guards in their turn against 60 per cent, of 
the vacancies occurring in the year For posts of Transportation Apprentices 
all graduate “B'’ grade Guards and other Graduate employees are allowed to 
compete if they are between the ages of 18 and 2o and are recommended by 
the Divisional Superintendents or Heads of Departments 

(d) Government consider that the existing provision for this absorption of 
Graduate Guards, in “B" grade, in higher posts is adequate and do not propose 
either to make any change in the system of recruiting persons direct to inter- 
mediate grades, or to give graduate grade “B” guaids preference in the matter 
of apponitment as Transportation Apprentice- 

Export to England of Indian Iron a.sd Stekl and Matbrials 

807. *ProI. N. O. Banga; Will the Honourable Member for Tndustneo 
and Supplies be pleased to state- 

(a) whether it is a fact that Indian Iron and Steel or materials made out 
of them, are being exported to England, and 
* (b),if so, why and in what quantities'’ 

The Hononrablo Sri 0. Rajagopalachan: With your permission. Sir, I shall 
rejily to both parts of the question tegetber. 

No expoit of Indian Iron .and Steel to U K k being licensed 

As regards rnanufaetured artieles of non and -tcel, there was no control on 
their export up to the 8th February, 1947 No information is, therefore, avail- 
able of any such e.xports before that ilate There have been no exports since the 
date referred to above 

Reservation of Upper Class Berths on E I. Railway fob Members of thb 
Assembly i 

808. ‘Sit. Seth Damodar Swroop: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state whether Government are aware that blaok- - 
marketing is prevalent in reservation of upper class berths in the Bast Indian 
Railway and that even the Honourable Memben of this House are Defused 
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reservatiou on ground of ‘no vacancy’ while berths are reserved for those who 
pay extra money for reservation? 

(b) Wliat stejis, it any, fiovernmeiit propose to take to provide necessary 
fiicihties foi travelling to the Members of this House and the public in general? 

The Honourable Dr. -John Matthat: (a) No, Sir If the Honourable Member 
^\lll assist by quoting specific eases, 1 will certauily have the matter investigated 
m detail 

(b) Principal Iluilway Adiiiinistrations have been instructed to extend so far 
as Honouiabk' Members of the Central Ijcgislature are concerned, the period m 
advance ot the actual date of ti-ivel within which tickets may be purchased, and 
also afford to Honourable Membeis all reasonable assistance m securing reserva- 
tions for journeys to and from Delhi in connection with the sessions of the Legis- 
lature I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to fiailwsy Board’s 
circular letter No. :5058-TT of the ‘21st December 1945 addressed to all Members 
of the Council of State and of the House The public in general can make 
roseiwatioiis by jnn chasing tickets ton days in advance Station masters are 
required on miiuest to intimate by telegram to junctions and stations en route 
jiiutienlais of onward accommodation reipnred by passengers in connecting trains. 

JlEVENUK FROM SaLB OF POSTCARDS .SINCE REDUCTION IN POSTCABD RATES 

809. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Secictary of the Communica- 
tions Dopaitrneiit be pleased to state 

(a) the total number of post-cards sold since the reduction in post-card 
rates and the numbei of cauls sold during the corresponding period in the 
preceding year; and 

(b) the effect on the revenues on account of the reduction in the post- 
card rates’ 

Mr. Masanat Husain Zuben; (.i) Statistics of postcards actually sold are not 
maintained ' 

(b) 'I'tu' loss on account of the reduction of tlie postcard rate duruig nine 
months of the etinent year is estui.ated at Rs 94 lakhs. 

Restoration of through Trains between Patna and Ranchi 

810. *Mr. Hablbur Rahman: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 

jilcasc state 

(a) wlicllier vhneimiient are aware that there used to be a through train 
between Patna and ll.incbi in the pre-war days and that this train was later 
on withdrawn because of the wartime difficulties, and 

(b) if so, whether Government now propose to consider the desirability of 
restoring the above-mentioned tram? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) The restoration of the Patna-Ranchi through tram has been accorded a 
high prionty by the Railway Administration and this train will be reintrpduced as 
soon as the necessary coaching stock becomes available. 

Retusau of Permission to the seht/nel or Ranchi fob cionvebsion into 
“ Daily” ob ” Bi-Wxskly ” ob " Tbi-Wbekly ” 

611. *Mr. Hablbur Rahman: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the weekly newspaper 
the fientinel, published from Ranchi, i^iplied for permission for conversion into 
a daily or tri-weekly or bi-weekly, if so, when and how many times did it apply? 
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(b) Is it a fact that Government have been declining to ^rant peimihSion on 
the ground that they had no newsprint to spare? 

(o) Have Government granted pemnsBion for the publication of new dailies 
and periodicals in Ibhar and other Provinces during the last two years; if so, 
what are those papers? 

(d) If the answers to questions (b) and (c) be in the affirmative, on what 
grounds have Government been refusing permission to the Sentinel? 

(e) What reply was given by Goverunient to the last representation from 
the Sentinel for permission to convert the paper into a bi-weekly and for the 
allotment of the necessary newsprint quota? 

The HoaourabU Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) The first request of the 
Sentinel for conversion into a daily or bi-weekly or tri-weekly was received 
through the Provincial Government in January 1946 and was followed by two 
similar requests m March 1946 and January 1947 lespectively. 

(h) Answer is in the affirmative 

(c) Yes A list is placed on the table of the Koiise 

(d) Permission to new newspapers has been given vciy spaiingly and on the 
grounds that they would propagate the viewpoint of an important political pai-ty 
whose views were unrepresented in the existing press or that they would servo 
some definite usof il purpose The case of the Senttnel was different from such 
newspapers 

(e) The reply given to the last representation of the newsj>a[iei' on the 5th 
February 1047 was to the effect tViat the supply position of newsprint continued 
to be difficult and the Government of India regretted their inability to accede to 
the request. The loumnl can conveit itself to a bi-weekly from the 1st Ajiril 
1947 without any permission fiom Government 

Statement ‘.hoirinij I'tonnre-wi^e the nnmee of the neu'epnpeis 
Htait /jiibhration diiiinq l'Vt.”)-46 

Ajtner Menca r 

1946 -(1) Nav»]>oH, 

1945— 1. Shillon? Tm 

1945.— (1) Dacca Mail, daily (English), Dacca (2) Millat, weekly, (.'altutta. (5) Chinese 
Government Gazette, and Chun Wah Yongh, Calcutta. (4) Swadhinata, Calcutta. (5) 
Calcutta Edition of the Oiobe. (6) A newspaper to be pabliihed by India China Divirion 
Air Transport Command, Calcutta 

1946 - (1) Ittihad, Calcutta. (2) Swaraj, Calcutta. (3) Uaha, Calcutta 
Bihar 

1945 — (1) New Life, weekly, Patna (2) Parijal, Bankipore. 

1946 -(1) Navaraehtra, Patna. 

Btmhay, 

1946— (1) A monthly Bulletin started by the Marathi Chamber of Commeice and Indiis- 
Ines, Poor*. (2) Indians 'tj^men’a .Magazine, monthly, Bombay. (5) Hindu Sanghthan, 
weekly, Bombay (4) A weekl.., the Bbarati in Gujarati to be started by M/s Anand 
Mudralaya, Ahmedabad. (6) A weekly in Concanim, Bombay. (6) Dalit' Bharat fort- 
nightly. Asoda (7) Bombay Labour Bulletin, Bombay. (8) A1 Hafiz, monthly, Dhulia 
(9) Challenge, Bombay. (10) One Nation, weekly and the Indian Market, Bombay. (11> 
Akaah Vani, Bombay. (12) Bombay Edition of the Globe. <13) Belaka, Dharwai (Bombat) 
(14) Torch, Bombay. 

1946-1. Ambaeiador, Bombay. (2) Navayug, HabH. (3) Free India, Bombay. 
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IDIO 


Central Provincti. t vi. i 

1046— (1) Wika*, weekly, Nagpur (2) Jai Hind, daily, Jubbulpore. 

^*1945.-(1) Aditi, quaiteily, J?). 


Aditi, quaiteily. Delhi. (2) Indian* Oversea* Delhi (6) 

(Knirliahl Delhi (4) RegUlered Accountant, monthly, Delhi. (b) KR™‘ 
i^;pi;’7-W^ly?*a. S^Daur^ foitnightly. Delhi. (7) Bharat, weekly, Delhi. 


and Clarion ( 


reopie e wb«r*j, i 

(8) Anwar-i-Sahar, Delhi. , , iv /.ii a 

1946— (1) MiHat, Delhi. (2) New* Chronicle, New Delhi. (3) Al-BaUl, Delhi ata^- 
i-Hi^' Delhi (5) Aljamat, Delhi (6) An English daily fron. Delhi by Dr. Syed Hussain. 
(7) Dastor, Delhi (8) Greater India, New Delhi 

1945— (1) Janmabhoome, daily, Beawada (2) Morning SUr, daily, Madra*. (3) English 
daily to be started by Mr. Thirumnla Row from Bezwada (4) Reg«t«red 
monthly, Madras (6) Bala, ihonthly, Madrw (6) South Indian Jcornitl EMnomics, 
Guntur (7) Jai Bheem, Ramchandrapura. (8) Church Messenger, CudaJoie 1^) 
journal in 'I'clugu and English from Madras to be started by the Raya aseema Mahawbha. 
(10) A Telugu weekly, to be st.-irted by N V Seshaish, Madias (11) Pudo Oolagam, 
Kiimbakonam 

oda (2) A new English daily, Madias (5) Vinorhanum, 
4) Deshabhimani, Calient 


North-W eeter'n Frontier Province 
1945 — (1) Dusra Sarhs 
Khan (3) Kurram Maga 
Peshawar 

1946— (1) Abul Knlsm, Pe«hawai 
Piiii/ah 

1945 — (1) Monthly News, .Simla (2) Tijarati Miikhbar quarteilv, Qadian (3) Sant 

Sepahi, monthly, Amritsar 

1946. — (1) Azad, Lahore (2) New India, Lalior.i (3) Pakistan Times, Lahore (4) 
Uanjit, I./ahoie. (5) Bande Matram, Lahore. (6) Siyasal, Lahore (7) Urdu daily log, 
Lahore. (8) Shamsheri Hind, Lahore (9) A daily in English from Lahore and an Urdu 
daily from Lahore • 

Ortua 

1945 — (1) Nation English daily, CutUek 
Sind 


1945. — (1) Sind Times, Karachi 

1946. — (1) Hilale Pakistan, Hyderabad 


United Province*. 

IW.— (1) An Urdu monthly journal lo be slatted by the HindusUn Cultural Society, 

Allahabad. (2) Lehar monthlv m Hind, frnm Aii.h.N.d nt\ o— j-:,_ „ A! 

Tanvir daily, Lucknow. (5) 


Lehar monthly in Hindi from Allahabad.*^ (3) Sanmarg daUv, "Benare*. 
Yug Vani, Etuh. (6) Garhwal Samaebar, GarhwaL 


1946.— (1) Telegraph, Cawnpore. (2) Qanmi Awaz, 
Cawiipore. (4) Congress Patra, Meerut (5) Prakash, Agra 


Lucknow. (3) Bharatvarsh, 


Ban^low^^Mysore^State proposed to’ be lUrted from Belaspur. (2) Pasbar, 

1946. — (1) Pasban, Bangalore. 

DiEEcrr Allotment op Quota to Assam C!otebnmbnt of Coeeugated Ieoh Sheets 
. Beass Sheets, Cycles, Tools, etc. ’ 

812 . •Sreelut i^Aini Kumar Oluudliufi: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Industries and Supplies be pleased to state whether any quota of corrugated 
iron sheets, brass sheMs, cycles, accessories and tools, umbrellas and materials 
for "the manufacture of umbrellas, bape been allotted direct to the Government 
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of Assam, for the ^eur 1947 or do Government propose to make the supplies 
through the merchants of Calcutta’ 

(b) If the answer to the latter portion of part (a) in respect of any of the 
articles be in the affirmative, what are the reasons therefor? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalachari: (a) The position is Us follows" — 

Galvanised Corrugated Sheets — ^Assam has been allotted a quota of 1080 tons 
for the first half of 1947. This allotment will be supplied to Registered Stockists 
in Assam nominated by the Provincial Government by either Calcutta or 
Chittagong Member of the Bengal Galvanised Sheet Merchants’ Association 

Brass Sheets — No quota has been allotted direct to the Government of Assam 
for the year 1947 It is, however, proposed to place the quota intended for the 
Provinces at the disposal of the respective Provincial Governments Tbo actual 
quantity of release will depend on the total quantity available from imports and 
indigenous production 

Cijdes, their accpvsoiics and tools and umbrella nlis — Tiie Honourable Mem- 
ber’s attention is invited to the first pait of para. (a)(ii) and (m) of the reply given 
to his starred question No. 402 answeicd on the 11th November, 1946 

Umbrella Cloth — Anaiigeineids have been made for the supply of l,0u.0(X) 
yards to Assam through that Govetniiient’s nominees at Bombay 55,610"5 
yards have already been supplied 

(b) Til so far as coiiuguted iron sheets aie concerned, the procedure followed is 
the normal channel of distribution and is m accordance with the Producers’ 
jirewar ai raiigements of distributing all galvanised sheets for Eastern India 
e.xclusively through this Association 

In so far as other aiticles are eonceiiiorl, the question does not arise 
Export op Paddv .and Rice prom Assam 

813. ♦Sreejut Rohini Kumar Cliaudhuri: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food 
Bepartnieiit be jileased to state how much rice and paddy were expoited in the 
vears 1945 and 1946 from the Province of Assam and to what Provinces? 

(b) What was the price charged per mnund’ 

(c) What IS the control price of rice and paddy in Assam'* 

(^d) Is It a fact that the (lovciinnent of Assam lecommended, that in the 
interests of the peasants of the Province, the control price of paddy should be 
raised and that the Government of India did not accept the recommendation? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) to (c). A statement containing the required informa- 
tion is laid on the table of the House. 

(b) Yes, Sir. 



(a) ond Tht quantitiet of net and paddy tX’ported from Assam during 1945- 
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i<ro? prtces of rtce and paddy in Aasam. 


— 

Rice 

Paddy 

(i) For all varieties other tham Aua and Boro — | 

Re. «. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

For aale by producera . . . . ' 

11 10 0 to 

6 0 0 to 

12 e 0 

6 7 0 

For aale by wholesalers .... 

12 0 0 to 

0 6 0 to 

(ii) Aus and Boro — 

IS 0 0 

6 14 0 

For sale by producer s . . . . 

9 0 0 

4 8 0 

For sale by wlioleaslers 

9 0 0 

4 11 0 


Construction of IUiu-Road Bbibok over the Ganges near Patna 

914. *Mr. MadEndhEri Singh: Will the Honourable ^lernber for llailwajs 
be pleased to state the decision of the Oovemmcnt of ludia regarding the con- 
struction of a rail-road bridge over the Ganges at or near Patna? 

The Honourable Dr. John llatthai: I would refer the Honourable Member to 
the question put by him in the House on the 6th November 194C and to the reply 
given. 

The project is still under cMunination 

Teaching of Telcgu in High and Elementary Schools in the Bengal Naofur 
Railway Zone 

815 *Srl V. Oangaraju: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Railways bs 
pleased to state how many High Schools and Elementary Schools there are in 
the Bengal Nagpur llailway Zone? 

(b) In how many schools Tehigu language is being taught? .. 

(c) What IS the total number of students who are learning Telugu? 

(d) Are Govenimeiit aware that Telugu is being taught only up to the third 
standard in the schools in the Bengal Nagpur Railway Zone? 

(o) If so, do Government propose to instruct the Bengal Nagpur Railway 
authorities- to intorduce Telugu in the higher classes in all the schools managed 
by the Bengal Nagpur Railway authorities’ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthal: I liave called for the information and will 
lay a statement on the table of the House in due course. 

Gbbhan Industrialists to Help for TRAiNiNa in the Manufacture of Textilb 
Machinery and BuiLDiNa Factories in India 

816. *Msharejkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: (a) Will the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Industries and Supplies be pleased to state whether Government are 
aware that the former German Industrialists are now prepared to help India 
with trained men to manufacture textile machinery and build factories in India' 
if the Government of India would interest themselves in the matter? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to take steps to secure the help and co- 
operation of the German Industrialists ? 
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The Honourable 8rl 0. &a]agopaladiarl; (a) Oovemmenfc have not received 
»ny specific offers from German Industrialisfs but it must be underatood that 
German Industrialists are not at present free agents Through the Allied Control 
Council, the services of German technicians and scientists are being made avail- 
’able to the Allied Countries which require such services. The Government of 
India are taking steps to secure the services of certain classes of technicians 
including experts in the manufacture of textile machinery. 

(b) Government are not taking any steps to secure the help and co-operation 
of Geniian Industrialists, but steps are b<‘ing directed towards securing the 
services of technical experts 

EsTABLISHMENf OR AjR TRAINING CeNTRB IN INDIA 

817'. *BCaharalkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: Will the Secretary of the Com^ 
riiunications Department be pleased to state whether in view of the shortage 
of air and ground personnel, Ground Engineeis and other crew, and the growing 
number of air services and the increasing volume* of traffic. Government propose 
to take steps (i) to establish full-fledged Air Training Centres m different parts 
of the couiitiv for training Indian young men at a reasonable cost in all spheres 
of air-liiie operations, and (ii) to attract suitable young men by the introduction 
of state scholarships, allow-aiues, for giving tiaining in all branches? 

ICr. Kaearrat Husain Zuberi; The Honourable Member is referred to the 
• replies given on the T2th ‘February 1947 to parts (b) and (c) of Pt Mukut Bihari 
Lai Bhargava’s starred question No 242 

The terms and conditions of admission trainees to the different schools are 
iiudei consideration by Government A svstem of scholarships will also be 
considered 

Aircraft MANrFAorvRiKO Industry in India 

818. *lCahara]kumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Anaada. (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Industries and Supplies be pleased to state whether any steps have 
been taken to establish an Aircraft Manufacturing Industry in India’’ 

(b) If not, why not? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajafopalachari: (al Ye<. On the recommendation of 
the U. K. Aircraft Mission an aircraft Mnnufnctuiing Industry is Ijeiog establish- 
ed at the Hindustan Aircraft Limited, Bangalore The company has entered 
into an assistance contract with Percival Aircraft Limited, U. K for the pro- 
duction of Percival "Prentice” Trainer aircraft for the R.T.A.F This provides 
for the supply of all technical data and assistance that may “be required, by 
Hindustan Aircraft Limited and for the training of -Hindustan Aircraft Limited 
employees at Percival Aircraft Limited. Iiv the, beginning the first airirafb will 
be manufactured from components supplied by Percivals but as the production 
of the components is developed at Hindustan Aircraft Limited the supply of 
components Tsom Percival Aircraft Limited will be rapidly eliminated. It is 
iioped that all the components for about half the aircraft will be made in India 
before the contract is half completed ■ * 

(b) Does not arise. 

Quota of Sugar to Swkktmakek-s in Delhi 

819. *Babn ]Um Haruyan Singh: Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
II ent be pleased to |g|ate: 

(a) the qusmtity of sugar allotted for Delhi including New Delhi; 

{b) the amount of sugar allotted to sweetmakers (Halweeea) ; 

(c) the basis on which the qupta of sugar to each sweetmaker was originally 
fixed ; 
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(d) the circumstances in which the quota fixed has been and may be altered , 
and 

(e) any payment the sM’eetmakers had or have to make in order to get a 
favourable quota? 

Mr. K. L. Faniabi: (a) The total nett allotment for the sugar year (Decembei- ' 
1946 to November 1947) is about 14,900 tons for the rationed area of Delhi Pro- 
vince comprising of Old Delhi, New Delhi, Shahadara and Delhi Gantt 

(b) The amount of sugar allotted to sweetmeat-makers (TTalwais) of that aieu 
is about 710 maunds per week 

(c) Original quotas for aviectmcnt-inakers were fixed by the Director of Civil 
Supplies on the recommendations of representative agencies, tucli as Halwai’s 
Union, Ward Committees, Municipalities, etc. Reductions were made in these 
quotas wheie considered necessary on the basis of the actual offtake during the 
first few weeks of rationing 

(d) The quotas arc subject to levisioii in the light of available supplies, actual 
consumption and the relative need of different classes of svveetnicat-inakcrs, but 
owing to continued slioit-siippli^s, cut*;, unifonn m tlieir incidence, h,i\c had 
to be imposed fiom time to time. 

(e) No, Sir. 

Export of Groundnut Oil and Kernel to other CouNriiiBs 

820. *Baba Ram Natayan Singh: (u) Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government have decided 
to export gioundnut oil and groundnut kernel ,uid if so, (i) m .vli.it nuanlitv 
(ii) for what consideration, and (in) to which countries? 

fb) Are Government aware that in this country groundnut is also used as 
food and if so, what are the ciri ninstances which lead or force Government to 
expoit it when the country itself k in need of it** 

(o) Wb.it IS the pnicdinsing pure of gioiindiuit in tins countiy and wli.il is 
its ^riling price in the eoiintiies to which it is exported? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: The question should have been addicssed to the Honour- 
able the Commerce Member Tt has .aceonliiiglv been tiansfeircd t.o the list of 
questions foi tlii' lOtli jifaicli, 1947, when it will bo .insweied bv the TTononrahlo 
the Coininei'ce l\rcinbei 

Sale at Unauthorised K.ates of Veuetaule Oil Products by certain VanaspatI 
Manufactpring Companies 

821. *Babu Ram Rarayan Singh: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment be pleased to stale wbetber Government are aware that the agents and 
distiibutors of Amiit Vanaspati Manufacturing Company Limited, Ghaziabad, 
Garesli Flour Mills Coinpanv Limited, Delhi, Hindustan Vanaspati Manufac-. 
turing Company Ltd , Bornb.iy, Modi Vanaspati Manufacturing Company Ltd., 
Begamabiid and .slso other vegetable oil producing factories aio selling vegetable 
oil products at unauthorised rates .and also granting receipts for their sales and 
if so, do Government propose to enquire into this and take steps JjO stop this 
{racfice’ 

(b) Are Government aw’are that Messrs Behari Lai Bansi Dhar, Delhi have 
twice or thrice submitted a wnatten complaint on the subject referred to in part 
(a) to the Vegetable Oil Products Controller for India and that copies of the 
same have also been forwarded to the Honourable Dr Rajendra Prasad, the 
Food Minister and if so, what steps have Government taken to enquire into the 
allegations ? 

ICr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) and .(b). Only one instance of unauthorised prices 
being charged hy a vanaspati manufacturing c6ncern has <lfeie to the notipe of 
the Government Ihe explanation of the Company concerned is that those sales 
were made to retailers and consumers direct and the firm charged the sanctioned 
wholesale and retail prices to cover the cost of this service. The case is under 
consideration by Government. 
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Acquisition of Land fob Pipebadih Collibby in Hazabibaoh Distbiot 

822. "‘Babu Narayan Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Industrie s 
and Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) the extent of lands acquired for Piperadih Colliery within the limits of the 
Goniian Police Station in Hazari Bagh District; 

(b) the date on which 'they were acquired, 

(c) the classes of lands acquired, 

(d) the number of tenants whose lands have been acquired, and 

(e) whether the value of the larnds has been paid to the tenants either in full 
or in part, if not, why not’ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: Weessarv information is being 
collected from the Bihai (lOAetnuient and will be laid on the table of tlie Hou=e 
ui due course 

Want of Waoons fob Coal at Jhabia and Dhanbad Coalfields 

823. "‘Babu Ram Narayan Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state whether (io\ernment are liwaio of the complaints of the Colliery 
owners and merchants of .Tharia and Dhanbad and other coalfields regarding 
the non-a\ iilabibtv of wacons, and if so, the steps Government haio talcoii, or 
propose to take, to remoce these griev.ances’ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai; Go\ eminent are aware of eomplamts from 
the, Collietv owneis and merchants of .Iharia Dhanbad and Rnnigaii] coalfields 
regarding the short supple of wagons 

The supply of adequate numbers of wagons for eoal loading has been affeeieil 
by slow rnovcintmts on the East Indian Railway due to manv factoi*s including 
communal (listmhiinc es, labour sliikcs, increased movement of other high priority 
traffic and sickness amongst staff affecting general operating conditions. 

To make inoie wagons available for coal loading the East Indian Railway liavc 
had to restrict loading of other important goods traffic on several occasions • 

An allotment of more wagons to the East Imlian Railway from tho w-ngoii pool 
has reoentlv been made with a view to nnpiove coal loading Action is also being 
taken by tbo East Indian Railwav to improve tlie tiim-round of wagons and it is 
hoped tliat these measures will help m the avail. ihility of more wagons for cnal 
loading on that Railway • 

Restbiction on Bookino of Goods on E. I. Railway. 

824. ‘Sit, Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Honourable Member for Rail- 
ways please state 

(a) whether war-time restrictions on booking of goods on the East Indian 
Railway are still in force, 

(b) whether it is a fact that at the Railway Booking Office at Hardwar not 
more than 10 parcels per day by Passenger trains and at the Jwalapur Railwav 
Booking Office not more than 5 lends per day by Goods tram, from any one firm 
Ure accepted for booking; 

(c) if so, the reasons for these restrictions; and 

(d) whether any representation was made to the Divisional Superintendent 
Moradabad by the authorities of the Gurukul Kangri Pharmacy against these 
restrictions on the booking of goods; if so, the result tjiereof? 

, The Honoonilde Dr. Jehu Metthai: (a) A few of the war-time restrictions 
imposed by the Regional Controller of Railway Priorities on the booking of goods 
traffic on the East Indian Railway are still in force, while most others have been 
withdrawn. Certain restrictions imposed by the Central and Provincial Goverix- 
ments are also in operation. 
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(b) Restriction on the booking of parcels by passenger trains to the extent of 
ten consignments — each consignment consisting of not more tha#i ten packages— 
from any one consignor, operates at nil stations on the East Indian Railway and 
Hardwar is no exception to this In the case of local booking however this restric- 
tion was withdrawn with effect from the Ist January 1947. 

There are no restrictions other than those refened to in (a) above .on the book- 
ing of goods at Jawalnpur station. 

(o) Restrictions were imposed to limit the acceptance of parcels and goods for 
despatch to the extent of transport available and thereby avoid congestion and 
consequent delays at despatching stations Restrictions imposed by the Central 
or Provincial Governments however do not come under this category. 

(d) A representation from the Qurukul Kangri Pharmacy was received by the 
Divisional Superintendent, Moradabad, for the posting of an additional goods 
clerk at Jawalapur station alleging that the present incumbent was unable to 
cope with the work of booking all consignments offered This is leceiving the 
attention of the Railway Administration 

Coolie Charges tor Bookings at Kailwav Booking OincE, Jawalapur. 

826. ♦Sjt. Seth Oamodar Swroop: Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
please state 

(a) whether (Joveiiiiiieiit are aware that at the Railway Booking OflBce, 
•Jawalapur half-anna extra per Railway receipt is deniaiidcil as coohe charges 
and booking is refused if the same is not paid, and 

(b) whether Governiiieiit arc Aware that the wages paid to the coolies at the 
above railway station are too low to attract hiifficienb number of coolies for load- 
ing and unloading goodv, if so, whether (ioveinment propose to etilumoe the 
wages? 

1%e Honourabl* Dr. John Katthai: (a) The levy of coolie eliaiges is not 
authorised in connection with the booking of goodx at .Jawalapur statiou and 
government arc aho advised that no such charges aie demanded at this station, 

(b) The loading and unloading of giKid-. at -lawalapur station is done by a 
contractor who provides siiflicieiit labour, the piesent rates for the contract are 
considered adequate 

Proposed Strike op Ordnance Factory Workers due to Retrek cuhent. 

826 . ’Sit. Sath Dainodar Swroop; Will the Hooouiable Member for Indus 
•tries and Supplies be pleased to state; 

(a) tvhether the attention of (Jovenmient has been diawn to a news it-ein from 
Cawnpore published in Iltmlrnfan Timen of ’iSid February 1947 to the effect, 
that a century wide strike of Ordnance Factory workers is to be launched soon 
as a protest against the present retrenchment policy of Government; 

(b) if so, what steps Government propose to take to avert the threatened 
strike and whether they propose to invite the representatives of the workers with 
a view to arriving at an amicable settlement on the question of retrenchment; 

(c) whether it is a fact that a deputation of the Ordnance Factory workers 
recently waited on the Honourable the Vice President of the Interim Govern- 
ment and the Honourable Member for Defence and suggested an alternative 
proposal for awarding six months pay to the retrenched personnel with a view 
to helping them to establish themselves elsewhere; and 

(d) if so, whether Government have considered the proposal and come to any. 
decision on the point? 

Tbe Honoumbla Sri 0. SajagopalRcharl: (a) A rep^ appeared in the 

Hindustan Times of 27tli February 19*17 that the All India Ordnance Employees 
Federation had taken -a decision to this effect 



(b) The All India Ordnance Employees Federation is an nnregisteied and 
unrecognised union. Obviously, Sir, Government cannot settle the question of 
retrenchment by amicable settlement but ns many men should be retained as 
there is really work for 

(c) and (d) I underetand that tins is so But Government regiet they can- 
not agree to this proposal If such a concession uere granted it would have to 

extended to all Departmenfs and (loveimiient mstallations and would impose 
a financial burden on the country which is not justified. Retrenched personnel 
have all been paid war bonus or war gratuity where admissible and every effort 
will be made through Labour Exchanges fo find them alternative employment 

Repobt ov Pay Commission re Railwaymen’s Pay. 

827. *Sree Satyaptiya Banerjee; Will the Honourable Member for Railways 
be pleased to state 

(a) whether the Pay Commission has submitted its preliminary report regard- 
ing Railwayinen's pay to the Government of India, 

(b) if the answei to puit (u) be in the aftimiative, whether (iovernment pro- 
pose to state (i) the recommendations of the Pay Commission thereon, (ii) how 
and when Government propose to iniplenjent the recommendations, and (iii) the 
general policy of Government with regnrrl to these recommendations’ 

The Honourable Or. John Matthai: (. 1 ) and (b) (n) Tlie ITonourabie jVIczn- 
ber’s attention is invited to the reply given bv the Honouiable the Finance Mem- 
ber to starred questions Nos 311 and 767 on the 14th Kebruaiy 1947 and the 5th 
March 1947 respectively 

(b) (i) and (iii) The Honour.ihle Member’s attention is invited to the Com- 
munique issued by Government on the 6th Matcli 1497, copy laid on the table. 


PRESS COMMUNIQUE 


• 'eiittal Tay Cotnmitiion Tieporl 


Ooveinmeni, ne tonv-ious ot * Italui*! Ueiiie on ih* pail ol then emplo' ees id Ihtf 
VArioui Mivices loi the piiblication ol the Krpou ot the 'C«nli«l Paj Comniesiou at the 
•eriiMt poMtbJe aioment They appieciete the gieai peieonal inttieet winch *11 Goveiu- 
meat lervents miut necessarily have in the outcome ot the Commiision’s laboais and are 
accordingly pleased to publish the tottowing statement loi then infoimaticn. 

The Report will be ui tbtee jiaits I’ait 1 will be mamly historical. Part U will .teal 
in a geneial way with pay, allovvaiuvs, leave, pension and otbei conditions ol seivice as 
applicable to all departmenta ot the Oovertunent ol India This pait will ueal with the 
mam aspects ot the problem and in paiticular \*ilh queatious such as the clasiifii-alion of 
sei-vices, the minunuin sod the maximum pay to be b.\ed, suitable pay sliuctuies and the 
like. In Pait III, the Commission will deal with eaih important depaitment and will make 
detailed proposals in r^pect ot the salaries to be paid to the emplojees of each of the 
principal sections ol the piiblit service in the light of the geneial tonclusiona leached by 
the Commission in Part ll 


bo far advance copies of Part I and of that poition of Pait II which deals with pav 
and allowances and of portions of Pait III relating to a few depiitnients only have been 
received by Government The Commission have adopted this pioteduie to enable Oovern- 
ment to begin tlw detailed examination ot their proposaU at the eailiest possible moment, 
t OovernmAVt that they leserve the hbeity to make minor corrections 

der^r u . portions so far sent u. Ch^veimment, when the Commisaioi, ai« conii- 

Uarn5d “* “ , Jrom a recent onquiiy made by the Government, it is 

AD^?^lr^rlv^f to submit their complete and final Report hy the end of 

a SS'SsjM 'St 
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received thej will liave foimuUted then’ deuiiione on the majoi issues and these will be 
pnblishod together with the final lepoit eaily in May 

The task set /oi the Coiiunission was one of gieat magnitude and complexity aud Govern 
ment trust that this trank evpiauation of the stage at present reached and of the action that 
Government aie taking in the matter will leassuio then employees that everything is being 
done and will be done to mike known the jiioposals of the Commission and Government’s 
decisions tlieieon at the enilust possible moment Government would again i-eraind then 
employees that the levised |Mv scales will have i eti ospectiv e effect as fiom the Ist of 
January last, 

FiNANcr .Departmin r, 

Npu Dclh, M,irrh 6, 1947 

T’NRTAlfRED QI’ESTIOX AND ANSWER 
flKciiL'i I'MKNT OP Sixniris TO IlMiAv w Ser\ici-s IX Sind Area 

76. Seth Sukhdev; Will tin- Honourable Member for Railwavs be ple.Tsoil 
tc state 

(a) wlietlier (loveiniiient !ire annio the Railvvav employees in the lower 
subordimite set vice came m coiil.ict willi the riir.il public, in iho coiitse of their 
duties, 

(b) whothei Ooveiiiment .ire aware th.it for soivice iii the portion of tlie 
North \Vestern Railw.iv piTssmg thiough Sind area, mostly I'unjabis are. 
lecruitod , 

(c) whefher fio\cininent are aware that such Runiahi recruits nro uuahb' to 
understand the language of the iiii.il ))Opiilalion who do not eeiur.nlly speak 
Urdu , 

(d) whetlicr Government are awaio that shortage of recruitment of Sindhis 
is due to the office of the North Western Railwnv Snhordinate Service Uoininis- 
61011 being at Lahore , and 

(e) whether it is proposed to issue instiiietions to tlie Subordinate Service 
Commission on (he Noilh Western Railway that adoepinte number of Sitidhis 
be reernited to h'ailwav sei/iee m Sind nre.i . it not. what other steps are pro- 
posed to lie taken to post people at wayside stations who know the language of 
the populace using the railway transport in that area in Sind"^ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: f.i) Oenerallv speaking, all i.iilwav staff 
come in contact to .1 vatvmg e\ten(. with the jinhhe, both rnr.il and nvlmn, in the 
course of their duties 

(li) Government .11 (> infotnied th.il thi- is .so due to the mnjoiity of the 
applieants for appointment being riin)aliis 

(e) Government are aware that language difficulties exist on all railwav 
systems Thev nndeistand, however, th.H the N W Railway have not received 
any Complaints regarding 'lif Sind area in paiticular 

(d) It has been the experience of the N W Railway Serviee Commission 
that the number of qualified Sindhi candidates applying for posts on the-N W. 
Railway is small In order, however, to make it easy for people residing at 
distant places from Laliore to appear for interview before the Service Commis- 
sion, Government have recently sanctioned an additional Member for the Com- 
mission to allow of reernitmcnt being undertaken at selected centres away from 
Lahore One of these centres will be Karachi 

(e) According to the policy of Government, reerintment and posting of railway 
employees is not influenced by Provincial considerations, but they have issued 
instructions to the railways concerned that due consideration should be givep to 
the recruitment of people of all Provinces served by those railways They hc^e, 
therefore, that the arrangements referred to in the reply to part (d) will result in 
a larger number of qualified Sindhis becoming available for service on the N. W. 
Railway. 



MOTION FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Dectaion of the Oovemment not to Publiah the Recommendatwna- of the 
Central Pay Comtnmwn so far received by them. 

Mr. President: I have received a notice from Mr. S. Guruswami of his 
intention to move an adjournment of the House to discuss a definite matter of 
12 Nook urgent public importance, namely “the situation arising out of the 
latest Press Communique issued by the Government deciding not to 
publish the recommendations of the Central Pa^ Commission so far received by 
the Government until sometime in May thereby resultmg in possible dislocation 
of work in Railway Postal and other Services.” 

When was this communique published in the Piess"’ 

Mr. S, G-uruswami (Nominated Non-Offieial). It was published on the 7th, 

Mr. President: When tlie Honourable Member refers to possible dislocation, 

1 take it he means the possibility of strikes. 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan (Finnneo Member) b’lr, I am sorry 
I have not received a eopv of this adjouiiiineiit motion and I am told bv the 
GoveinriK-nt Chief Whip that he has not leeened un\ copv either, but any how 
1 would like to say this much that so far the Govenunent have not received the 
final reyiqj't from the Pay Commission and it iv.is considered necessary that a 
cornmmiKjue should lie issued which lyiis done ex|dammg the position as it is 
The Government have no mteidion of keejiing the ivjxirt iinjniblished for a 
day longer than ib is absolutely neeessarv ■ We are informed by' the Chairman 
of the Pay Commission that he expects the final rejiort to be submitted to the 
Government by the 1st week of Mav Preliinin.irv icjioit has been received 
As a mattei of fact, it is a kind of .idvauee copy of the report subject to this 
tliat the Commission keep the right to tfiemseUcs to make any alterations 
till the final lejiort has been submitted Tn view of these facts I am afraid 
it is not possible for the Go\einmeut to publish tbe lejioit till they have 
nffcMvcd the final eojiv from the Pav Commission 1 e.m assure my Honour- 
able friend, liowever, tbiit the Government are .is anxious as am body else to 
see tbat tbe Repmt is published as soon as it is jiossible and in anv case what- 
ever is the decision of the Goveinment on (he leeommeiidations of the Rf-port 
will be given effect to from the 1st of Jamiaiv ldl7 So the employees of 
the Government will not be effected adverselv hv the non-publication of the 
leport till iruiv I have explained the jiosition and I hope the Honourable 
Member will be satisfied and he will ajipreemte the diffieulty of the Govern- 
ment ill not being .able to publish the leport as desired 

Mr. S. Guruswami: T would like to jioint out first of all that i delivered 
personally a copy of this notice of , adjournment motion at the, rivmi of the 
Honourable the Fqiance Member at 10 .SO a m twlav, and 1 am verv surprised 
that he did not receive it Seeondlv, regarding the uigenev of it, T have re- 
ceived information from different parts of India — as I have toured different 
jiarts of India recently — .vnd I know jiersonally the extent of indignation that 
prevails among the employees of the Government, about the delay in the 
publication of the report Unfortunately ... 

Mr. President: The Honourable the Finance Member has said that W’hat 
they have received is perhaps a draft of the report . 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat Ali Khan: It is an advance copy, a kind of 
draft. 

Mr. President: .. ..and thp report as finally accepted bv all the Members 
of the Pay Commission has not yet been received by the Government It is 
therefore premature to raise this question on the basi-, that the report has been 
leceived by the Government. So there is no basis for the Honourable Mem- 
ber’s motion till the final report is received. He need not think of the subse- 
quent consequences at this stage. I do not think any further discussion on 
this point is necessary and I do not give my consent to the motion. 

( 1633 ) 



GENERAL BUIXiET— LIST OF DEMANDS 
Srcond Stack. 

Mr. President: 'Lite House will now discuss the Demands for Grants, I 
miderstand that the agreed time-tnble in regard to the moving of Cut Motions 
has been circulated to Honourable Members 

As regards the time-liinit for speeclies, 1 suggest that, as usual, the mover 
of cut motions will have about twenty minutes, and the Government Member 
replying will have about Iwt'iity minutes or more, if necessary Other speak- 
ers will be limited to fifteen minutea 

I tiiist this will suit Hoitoiiiable Members 


ClTAXOK I\ PROCI’rU’Bh. IX RKSPhCl' OF MOVXXO OF Df,MVXDS 

Mr. President: Now as regards the moving of the Demands, if the Honour- 
•ible Members arc agreeaBle I suggest a slight change in the procedure The 
Demands will ho moved one after the other and then, of course, cut motions 
will be taken np. That will nrevent any confusion in the nunds of Honourable 
Mfiubers as to which paitieular Demand is moved or not moved. 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson (Rengal Emopcan) If all the Demands arc moved at 
tins St, age, there will be a verv serious loss of time • 

Mr. President: T do not mean all the 01 Demaiidb i mean all those De- 
mands — 17 in all - in respect of which cut motions are to be moved 

Mr. C. P. Lawson: I have no objection 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan (I'inancr Meuilxi) 1 will be veiv 
quirk in moving them 

Mr. President: 1 do not knriw’ if the Honourable Jtfeiuber vvould agree to 
yet another change in tlie proeedurc, which I would like to piojiose Instead 
of the Honourable the Fin.inee Member foiinallv moving each Dmnand and 
then the President re.idmg out the s.nrie to the House, wc may adopt tlio 
House of Commons pr.ictioe where (he Chairman of Ways and Means reads out 
thesj motions and so long as (he consent of the Crown is signified, nobody 
moves them foniially 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ah Khan: Yes, l tlnnk (Ins vvould be better 

Mr. President: Then I will re.ad out those Demands The -demands that 
I will read out to the House will he Nos 9, 11, I.*), 16, 21, 22, 26, 24, 25, 26, 
28, 48, .54, .55, .57, 70, and 88 I will read out the first Demand in its usual 
form, and after that, T will only road the nomher of Demand and the amount. 

Sri M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangaj (M.sdras Ceded Districts and Chittoor- 
Non-Iiluh.ammadan Rural) • Many of these cut motions may not be reached at 
all The Chair might save Us own time and the trouble of reading out all 
these Demands in advance. 

Mr. President: T said f shall read out only the first Demand in the usual 
form and then I shall merely say Demand No so and so, with so much amount. 

(The Honourable the President then rend out the following Demands.) 

Dkmaxd No 9 — Tndiav Posts Axn Tn.KaiiAPiis Departmkxt 

“That a sura not »ic*«(hng Ri. 24,81,25,000 be. grantsd to the Governor Oeoersl in 
Council to ilcfiay llie chaiges wliidi will loine in course of payment during tile year ending 
the 31sl day of March, 1948, in respei I of "Indian Posts and Telegraphs repartment’.” 


Dp,MANn No 11— Cabinet 

“That a sum not exceeding Hi 4,60,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the chargee wbiih will ceme in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31it day of March, 1948, in respect of ’Cabinet'.” 

( 1624 ) 
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Djemand No. 15 — Homk Department 

“That a *um not exceeding Ba. 15,55,000 ba granted to the Governor-General in 
Touncil to defray the chargee nhich will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of Mareh, 1MB, tn lespect of ‘Home Department' ’’ 


De>iand No. 1() — Department of Iniormation and Broadcastino 

“That a sura not exceeding Bs 37,58,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in rouise of payment during the y^ar ending 
the 31st day of March, IMS, in respect of 'Department of Information and Broadcasting’ ’’ 


Demand No '21 — Department of Commonwealth Hklattons 

“That a sura not exceeding Rs 7,57,000 be granted to the Govtinor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1^, m lespect of ‘Department of Commonwealth Relations’ ’’ 


Demand No 2'2 — Finanok. Department 

“That a sum not exceeding Us 31,%, 000 be gianted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come iii course of payment duiirig the yeai ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in lespect of l-inance Depat tment’ ’’ 


Demand No .'21$ -( ommkrc'E DEPAurMK.NT 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 37,80,000 be gianted to the Governor General in 
Council to defray the charges wlndi mil come m louire of payment duiing ilie ycai ending 
the 31»t dry of Match, 1948, in lespect ot 'Commerce Depiiilment’.’’ 

Demand No '2-1 Depar i men r <>f Laboi h 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 19,06,000 be granted to the Goceinoi-Geneial in 
Council to defray the charges which will come m course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of Maicli, 19^, in respect ol 'Department of Labom’.” 


Demand No 25 — Department of Works, Mines and Power 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 15,26,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Conncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending, 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Department of Works, Mines and Power’.’’ 

Demand No 26 — Departmf.nt of Communications 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 5,07,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Department of Commnnicatiorii’.’’ 


Dimand No 2R— Food Department 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs 50,92,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the chargea which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Food Department’." • 


' Demand No. 48 — PIjblic Health 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 42,90,000 be granted to the Governor-General in- 
Conncil to defray the chargea which will come in course ef payment daring the year ending 
the silt day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Public Health’. ’’ 


Demand No. 54 — BroadcastinO^ 

“That ' a sum not exceeding Ri. 1,01,68,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
Conncil to defray the ebargea which will come in conrie of payment during the yeer ending 
the 31it day of Marcli, 1M8, in reipect of ‘BroadcMling’.’. 
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Demand No. 55— Department of Industries and Supplies 

‘•That a sum not e.xccedmg Us 5, 34, 51, (XX) be granted to the Governor-General in 
(.ouncil to deiiay the chaiges which will come m comse of payment during the year ending 
tne 31st dav ot Maich, 1948, in lespect of ‘Deparlmont of Industries and Supplies’ ” 


Demand No 57 — Commercial Intelligence and Statistics 

“That a sum not exceeding Ks 23,68,0(X) be granted to the Governor-General in 
t'ouncil to deliay the charges which will come m course of payment during the year ending 
the 31at day of .Maich, 1948, in respect of ‘Commercial Intelligence and Statistics’.” 

Demand No 70 — 11esettle.me.nt and Dijv elopme.nt 

“That a sum not exceeding Us 6,95,30,000 be granted to the Governoi -General iru 
Council to detia> the charges which will come in rouise of payment duiing the year ending 
lha 3Ut day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Resettlement and Development’.” 

])emani) No 88— Paame.nts to Hbtuenched Personnel 

“That a aura not exceeding Hs. 4,88, (XX) be granted to the Govcinoi Geneial in 
< ouncil to detiay the chaiges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
’ho 3l8t dav ot* Match, 1948, in lespect ol ‘Payments to Retieiiched Personnel’ ” 


Demand No. 11 — Carlnet 

Fvnction of ihe CnriniiO(htie» Fitcen Board and mattni connected tlirreunth 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson (Dwigal Euroiiean). Mr President, I move 

“That the demand undei the licad ‘Cabinet’ be reduced by Rs 100 
lire object ot tins out motion is 4o inihice discussion ninl il possible to obtain 
a st.iteineiit from the tiovernment side on vvbat is no iiioic, no Jess tluiii the 
..ust of living in this countiy and llie possibility ot sUibilizing tii.it cost ot living 
indeed, if possible of reducing it 

The backgiound against which we li.ive to oonsicler tins question is .i some- 
what distiessing one 1 do notjviiow whether Honourubl'e Members have yet 
had time to read the lepoib ot the Advisory Planning Committee ovei winch 
the Hoiiourab'e 5Ir Neogy is sitting. If so, I would advise llonouiable Mem- 
beis to consider the Itesouices Budget which is included at the end ot this 
repoit Now, Sir, that Kesources Budget shows very cleaily that loi some- 
time to come tins country is facing some very severe shortages, principal 
I moiigst which I would mention the coal shortage Tlie repoit shows quite 
rleaily that we may e.xpect an annual shortage for sometime of something like 
41 million tons of coal, and the repoit goes further to trace the repercussions 
<-f this shoitage on various other materials, such as steel and so on It 
comes in fact to the conclusion that steel, even with very adequate coal supplies, 
will be half a million tons short, that cement will be half a million tons short 
iind shorter still unless coal supplies are adequate, that bricks will be short. 
That, Sir, is bound to have serious repercussions on all internal prhduction 
..nd quite apart from this, imports will be restricted by currency restrictions 
and by the inability of countries abroad to supply this country with what wo 
want We know very well of numerous shortages of goods all over the world 
It will be sometime before those shortages disappear So, Sir, I think 
there can be very little argument that during the coming year, the work of 
this Commodity Prices Board will be e.xtremely important and indeed I am 
sure that they must be appalled bv the magnitude of the problems that face 
them Clearly, Sir, the result of this situation must be a tendency towards 
inflation. There may bd money to buy things with, bot nothing to buy. 
And I was much impressed by the statement made by the Honourable Dr. 
John Matthai the other day to the effect that to some extent leisure was being 
purchased by the money which would otherwise go towards the purchase of 
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consumer goqds. That seems to me, Sir, to point to a possibly dangerous 
spiral. Because tihere is nothing to buy, leisure will be purchased, produc- 
tion will drop, and indeed. Sir, there is only one cure to the situation which 
faces us. Everything that this Board will be able to do will be no more 
than a palliative The only real cure will be production, production and again 
more production. I will not at this stage discuss whether the conditions 
following upon the Honourable Member’s budget are entirely favourable 
towards production, production and again production But there is no doubt 
whatever that therein lies the only cure and until the cure comes about we are 
reluctantly compelled to agree that control will be necessary. I may say at 
nnce. Sir, > that we on this side do not like controls and we hope that at the 
earliest possible moment these controls will go. The efiect of controls is to 
produce blackmarkets, to interrupt the basic laws of supply and demand, and 
to introduce a new method of breaking of the law. Indeed, Sir, pei^baps the 
most serious sapect of modern times is the way in which the term ‘blaokmarket’ 
has become almost a household word Quite openly as Honourable Members 
will know, people say “I cannot get such and such a commodity. I cannot run 
my factory. I cannot make this and I cannot make that unless I go to tho 
black-market to buy my supplies ” It seems almost incredible (hat in thali. 
almost daily utterance is entailed a clear breaking of the law. For that reason 
and for many others we want to see th^ end of all controls as soon as that is 
possible. Controls, amongst other things, lead also to the hoarding of supplies, 
supplies which would otherwise go into consumption and relieve the already 
short position. As I have said before in this House, if every body put aside 
nno week’s supply of food only, one million tons of food -grains would to taken 
of! the market, and that is another reason for getting rid of these controls ns 
soon as it can be done. 

But, Sir, we certainly admit that is the meantime the cost of living must 
be kept within bounds We must, if possoble, stabilise the cost of living and 
when it is humanly possible, reduce the cost of living Now, Sir, the terms 
■of reference of this Commodities Prices Board although not very adequate 
have been published and perhaps I might quote them : 

"At the request of the Central Government to advise in the light of all relevant data and 
•of cash conditions as may be specified, what pricee or price limits should be fixed for commo- 
dities, the price of which is controlled by the Central Government or by the Provinoial 
Government ; 

2 To keep under constant review the movements of commodity prices iflHbdia and 

whether at the request of the Central Government or of their own volition to ’Advise the 

Central Government whether the price of any commodity not controlled should be controlled 
and, if so, what price or price limits should be fixed for that commodity.’* 

Prof. N. O. Baaga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Rural). Are 
these your recommendations? 

I Mr. O. P. L&wsoa: No, Sir, The Honourable Member may possibly reco- 
jgnise the press communique that was issued by Government sometime ago.v 

I Now, Sir, there is no mention in this regarding quantity control. The 
Board is merely to advise on questions of price but I take it that the inter 
pretation there will be fairly ‘liberal I cannot, for instance, imagine thai 
any body can adequately advise upon a price structure unless they knew 

what the quantity control will be and indeed their recommendations, presum 

ably as regards quantity controls, i^eed to be considered together with theii 
recommend at jons regarding prices ' 

What amHhe categories of the commoditfies which "will need to be con- 
trolled? Krst of all we have those commodities which are now covered hi 
gtatute and controlled by Government These come under the Essentia 
Applies Act which covers 'foodstuffs, cotton and woollen textiles, paper 
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petroleum aud petroleum products, spare parts of mechaaically — ^propelled 
vehicles, coal, etc. Those are items admittedly of absolute necessity which itte 
controlled by statute. Infringement of the law m this connection leads to pro- 
secution; it also of course leads to black-marketing and to a number of other 
abuses. The control of course is necessary and the situation must presumably 
continue for the present. 

There is a second category of goods which, though under no statutory con- 
trol, are generally controlled by agreement between Government and the 
people who have those goods for disposal. That has behind it no statutory 
sanction. A man could not be fined in the courts or proceeded agamst for 
lufringmg his agreement with Government but, ipso facto, to my mind, it is 
a better form of control, because the sanction behind it is that the person who 
has these goods for distribution may refuse to distribute them where there is 
profiteering or miahandlmg. 1 say that m some ways it is a better form of 
control, because it brings me to my thud category, the category of completely 
uncontrolled articles. It would, in my opinion, be entirely impossible to apply 
price control even to all the articles in this country which are in general use. 
They are so numerous and the field is so wide, the sources of supply and distri- 
bution are so diverse that I see no prqfpect of any kind of adequate control over 
the whole field If the goods which are now controlled to some extent by agree- 
ment between Government and the producers were banded over to statutory 
control, the administration would become more complicated and more difficult, 
indeed further black markets, further proceedings, further bribery and corrup- 
tion would ensue So the (Jonimodity Prices Bouid have to my mind to 
consider what is the optimum of effect that they can have. They cannot 
control every thing Whatever they do, they can only hope, in a general way, 
to control the most important products m daily use and hope thereby to ind.ioe 
a general feeling of stability which will affect ancilliary consumer goods The 
main need of course is to corelate the prices and it would be interesting to 
hear from the Government side how they propose to proceed. One might, in 
fact, have a situation at present, in which one shop selling controlled goods 
might be alongside another shop selling uncontrolled goods. You might have 
one proprietor earning a very moderate pittance on his business- and the pro- 
pnetor uevt door earning enormous profits and earning them quite legally 
because there would b® no control over his goods Clearly, therefore, the 
efforts (^this Board should be directed towards bringing all prices to some 
corelate^level. 

What wQuId be the basis that would be used to bring these prices fto- 
gether? We have of course these items to which I have already referred, 
jHhat are already controlled by statute Their prices are already controlled 
and a certain basis has been established. There may be inequalities in that 
basis. There may be inequalities in the industrial basis as compared with 
Che agricultural basis but at least in the statutory field there is some basis 
established and presumably it will be the intention of Government %> bring 
items which are at present unconh-olled somewhere in relation to thq con- 
trolled field. • 

*" Perhaps I might now say a very brief word about agricultural prices in 
t hei r regulation with industrial^ prices. T do not know whether it will be 
within the terms of-reference of the Commodity Prices Board to examine this 
question and to see whether the -prioe levels are reasonably equal. Are agricul- 
tural prices on a higher level or on a lower level than the industrial prices which 
have now been fixed? I have been impressed by the Honourable 'the Hnsnce 
Member's statement to the effect that some 17 orores of rupees have been paid 
out to stabilise agricultural prices. Perhaps in due course tve may have 
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the Department of Agriculture or the Depui-tmeut of Food itself some state- 
ment as to exactly how that Bs. 17 crores was spent. It was spent presum- 
ably to rediice the price of imported foodstuffs so that they were on a level 
witF the indigenous prices 1 do not quite know how that will work. I sup- 
pose that some imports from, say, the Argentine may be more expensive 
than imports from, say Canada or Australia. Whether any or all three of 
these imports were higher or lower than the indigenous price I do not know. 
But what I do know is that although the Bs. 17 crores seems to be a very 
large sum it amounts to nothing more than 6 annas a maund on the amount 
of total grain production of this country which is sold. Taking into account 
that 75 per cent, of the 60 million tons of grain that this country produces is con- 
sumed by the agricultural population, on the 25 per cent that is sold the 17 
crores comes to little more than 6 annas per maund. Although that Be. 17 
crores may make a very considerable difference to the Honourable 
the Finance Member’s budget, I am inclined to think that with careful 
equalisation of prices all over the agricultural field, it might be dissipated 
into a form m which it was negligible That is why I would be interestied to 
know just whether the scope of the Commodities prices Board will cover some 
such examination. I admit, Sir, that it will be a very big matter and a matter 
which would take them probably a considerable time 

I have so far dealt merely with the functions of this Board in the direotion 
of checking inflation. The functions of this Board must however clearly be 
flexible to deal with sudden movements the other way. There may be many 
developments in this' country, industrial budgetary and otherwise, which may 
induce the bottom to fall out of certain markets. The effect of a sudden 
movement of that type might be just as damaging as a movement in the 
upward direotion. For instance a drop of Be. 1 a maund in the price of food- 
grains, I calculate, would involve the sellers of the agricultural produce, 
quite apart from the consumers, in a loss of something like Es 42 crores — a 
very severe loss which might clearly upset the economic balance of the trade. 
I hope therefore that the functions of the Commodities Prices Board will no* 
be too rigid. 

They are an expert committee I would be glad if the committee was a 
little bit bigger because of the diversity of their functions and these, I think, 
will be so great that without having recourse to considerable technical asals- 
tanoe it would be very difficult for them to encompass the ta4k which they 
have before them. That task is in its ultimate solution impossible They 
can never, I think, bring everything under control. Their only hope is to 
bring a certain number of articles in general consumption under- oontarol— 
articles which themselves may involve ingredients which may be controlled 
by Government, half controlled by mutual agreement, or under no control af 
all. Soap strikes me immediately ns an article in point depending |o some 
extent on tidlows which to the best of my knowledge are not controlled at all 
on caustic which is controlled by mutual agreement and on oils and so on 
which are under Government control. There you have the diversity of the 
problem. I hope that the Finance Member will be able to tell us that quite 
apart from having an adequate and as indeed they are, a high-level standard 
of membership they will also have access to expert advice in respect of parti- 
cular commodities. 

One further point. Sir, and I have done. The first part of the terms of 
reference that T read appears to indicate that the Board would not be required 
to give unsolicited advice to Government. But the second part, I think, cor- 
rect that and indicates that unsolicited advice m’ay, and should, be (d'^en 
On receipt of that advice in respect, sav of prices in a certain Province, I 
would he glad to know how Government will proceed If they propose to 
lake action on the advice of this Board in respect of prices ruling in a oeitafn 
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proYince, I take it that coiisultutious with the pi authorities will be 

necessary. 

Those, Sir, cover the points which I wish to make to give rise to discussion 

and to draw a statement from the Government Benches. I think that the 

main wish that the whole House will have is that the cost of living ^ in this 
country shall be stablished as much as possible and that in good time it should 
also be possible to reduce the cost of living. Apart from that, the field be- 
fore this Commodities Prices Board is now open and a very wide field it is. 
They certainly have the European Group’s hearty good wishes and to a very 
large extent their sympathy in the almost Herculean task which confronts 

them. Sir, I move. „ / 


Mr. President: Cut motion moved: 

“That the demand under the head ‘Cabinet’ be reduced by Re- 100.” 


Dr. Zis ITddin Ahmad (TJnited Provinces Southern Divisions- Muham- 
meuian Rural) Sir, I welcome the proposal of the Honourable the Finance 
Member for estsdilishing a O-mmoditv Prices Board. 1 very much appreciate 
the viewpoint which he has before him. His obiect is to reduce the price in- 
dex of various commodities which have gone up by more than 300 But I 
have two serious difficulties in my mind to which I would like to draw his at- 
tention The first is this. 1 said in 1942, when Diwan Bahadur Mudaliar 
for the first time fixed the price of wheat at Rs 4 a maund, that he was put- 
ting the cart before the horse, because to fix .a price without the control of 
the stock will not be workable. The result of fixing the price without control- 
ling the stock is that all the articles are transferred from the front shop to the 
back shop, which you call the black market If you go to the front shop in 
any place where there is price control and nsk for a thing the answer is ‘No’ 
but if you walk inside, in the second chamber where no accounts are kept, 
where receipts are not giyen and where any amount is demanded, the commodii 
ties are all there Fixing the price without controlling the stock is like putting 
the cart before the horse Alhough price control is intended to benefit the consu- 
mer, in practice he can get the things only from the black market — from the 
second chamber. I should like to know what precautions this Board propose to 
take about controlling the stock so that the black market may be avoided. There 
must be severe penalties. Some methods must be devised for controlling the 
stock before orders are issued for the control of the prices I hope the Board will 
go into this question thoroughly 

My second difficulty is this. At present the only measure you have got 
is, your paper rupee which is an indefinite quantity. Every mathematician 
and scientist, when he wishes to measure a thing, lays down bis unit of mea- 
surement, which is a fixed quantity. Your unit of measurement, which is the 
paper rupee, has not got a fixed value. If you fix the prices on the basis of 
the paper rupee, the prices will vary because of inflation and deflation This 
is a very important thing. The first condition precedent is that the price of 
the paper rupee ought to be fixed in terras of gold and silver. If you allow 
your paper money to find its own level in terms of these import.'int commodi- 
ties by which the prices in the world are alwavs compared, you will alwaiys fail 
in your efforts If you reallv mean to do something, the first effort of this 
Commodity Prices Board should be to fix the value of the'^aper rupee in terms 
of gold and silver which are the only units adopted in the world for comparing 
the prices of tcommodities in the world: market. 

T suggested this to the Governor of the Reserve Bank when he was going 
to New York on behalf of the Government of India. I asked him to press this 
point before the International Bank •'ut I am sorry he has not done it and he 
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forgot it entirely. The Interuational Bank has fixed the purchsBmg power 
of gold but they hare not fixed the sale pnce of gold. Unless you fix tbt 
sale price of gold at the same time, it will not be possible to fix the price of 
gold m terms of the currency of every other country. 

I should like the Finance Member to draw the attention of this new Board 
to this fact that the price of paper rupee should be fixed in terms of gold and 
the first step which ought to be taken is to press on the International Bank 
that they should fix the sale price of gold and also the purchase price. As a 
oorolleu^ to that bullion exchanges would have to be closed down. I very 
much appreciate what the Finance Member said about the abolition of the 
stock exchanges and I say that along with that the bullion exchanges should 
alto be abolished Without abolishing the bullion exchanges it is impossible 
to fix the price of your paper rupee in terms of gold and silver. You cannot 
be gambling on your unit. The unit should be a definite quantity. I should 
Like to hear from my friend on this point. 

Without stabilising the prke of thd paper rupee, it will be exceedingly 
difficult to stabilise the prices Wheat and rice arc the two important com- 
modities by which the prices of your other foodstuffs should be judged. If 
you fix the prices of wheat and rice, the prices of the other foodstufito will be 
automatically settled. 

The third thing is ttoe nxntioii of the prices of piecegoods and along with 
that the price of cotton will also be fixed. If you do this, you will find that 
the priceti of all the other articles will be automatically adjusted. Mr. Law- 
son mentioned that there arc innumerable other articles whose prici.s cannot 
be fixed but there ai:e certain key articles in terms of which the prices of all 
other articles can be fixed If you fix the price of wheat and rice, the prices 
of nearly every other eatable commodity will be adjusted. Therefore I saj 
that if you fix the price of gold and silver, rice and wheat, cotton and piece- 
goods, all other things will find their own level. 

If you begin to take up sugar, foi example, you will never succeed. Wages 
cannot also be fixed, because the wages are entirely dependent on the price in- 
dex of the commodities which the workmen require for their use — the articles 
necessary for their living. 

I therefore beseech this Board in the first lustiance not to think of the 
fixing of price without controlling the stock. If they can do it without con- 
trolling the stock, let them come and discuss it with us and if they can con- 
vince us that the thing can be done We will support them. We ought 
also to bring down the price index to a reasonable level It was 130 in 1989. 
This has also to be done gradually and it cannot be done all at once. I re- 
member the late Finance Member, Sir, Jeremy Raisman, also said that the 
price index ought to be somewhere between 125 and. 140 I think my 
Honourable friend Dr John Matthai, when I had a talk with him some time 
ago, was also of the opinion thatl this should be the standard which we should 
aim at when we fix our index price, that is, 125 to 140. In order to achieve 
this object, they cannot take up any commodities they like, otherwise that 
commodity will go to the black market and in practice the price will be much 
higher than what it was before the control. So, they should take up only 
the three articles which T have mentioned, namely, gold and silver, wheat and 
rice and cotton and textiles and leave the other things alone. I very much 
welcome the step which the Honourable the Finance Member has taken. Af 
the same time, the recommendations of this Board will not be very effective 
and will Tiot be of material importance to us unless they take precautions on- 
the pbi<*S vdrieh J rhEHro nnmtkmed.' -With -ttiese word*, I mippoitt the 
motion 
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Prof. K. O. Banga: Sir, there seems to be a sort of a general drive in favour 
of stabilisation of prices and stablilisation of the cost of living as my Honour- 
able friend Mr. Lawson has put it. And when it is put like that, nobody will 
be able to object to it But how is it going to work out in its effects on different 
classes of people? It is a notorio^JB fact that whenever prices rise, the agri- 
cultimal prices are the last to rise and the same is the case with agricultural 
wages and industrial wages. They are also too slow to rise. But when prices 
begin to fall, it is the agricultural prices which fall more quickly and precipi- 
tately in the end That has been the experience not only of mu’ own country 
but of all countries in the world. Even in regard to the war inflation, that 
has been the experience. Every one has admitted that during the first t^ee 
years of the war, agricultural prices had not risen half as high as the industrial 
prices, particularly cloth And when prices have begun to fall, it is, again, 
tile same experience Although it may be said by some of the people of the 
towns that agricultural prices are not falling, actually they begin to f"!! much 
more quickly. Now, if we are anxious to achieve the stabilisation of prices, 
how are we to achieve it? My Honourable friend Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad has 
stated that we should try to stabilise the prices in proportion to the nriees of 
wheat and rice and cotton and textiles to start with. Therefore, it stands 
to reason that you have to settle what prices you are going to pav for wheat 
and rice and for cotton and textiles? How are you to settle it? There was a 
t?ommittee appointed by Government over which Sir V. T. Krishnamaohari 
presided and it has suggested the manner in which fair and remunerative prices 
can be fixed for agricultural commodities. It has also suggested how the, 
administrative machinery, which is to assist the Government, has to fix these 
prices. But what is it that the Government of India has done? It has more 
or less shelved that report and has put it in cold storage oj; rather by-passed it 
by appointing this Commodities Prices Board. This Board is expected to 
control the prices or to fix the prices not only of agricultural commodities but of 
all commodities. Who has suggested this, we do not know? But then, why 
is it that this Board has been appointed in place of the other organisations that 
the Krishnamachari Committee has suggested? That Committee has suggested 
the appointment of a Price Determination Commission and also a Commodity 
Corporation and later on an All-India Agricultural Prices Council Nothing 
has been done to implement these recommendations, and this Board has been 
inflicted upon all of us. This Board, we are told, is also seized of the fonsider- 
ation of the price of wheat and is expected to begin to consider the prices of 
paddy and rice during the next month Why this change has been made, we 
do not know? But I have a sort of a fear that with a view to bring down the 
prices of agricultural commodities first of all, this Board has been appointed 
in this manner by by-passing the recommendations of the other Committee 
Secondly, how are these prices to be stabilised ? In what way are they going 
to be done? The Krishnamachari Committee has suggested this; 

"A fair price ai we would define it, is each as woald lesve to the prodocer an income 
saflioient to maintain him and his family at a standard of life eqnivalent to that enjoyed by 
eomparable ciMsea of the popnlation. This implies that dne allowance shoald be made for 
the costa of such goods and aervices as make ap a reasonable standard of livuig for eoKi- 
vators as a class.” 

This is their eighteenth recommendation. If we keep this in our mind and 
if wo also keep in ihind the very important consideration that the standard of 
life of all other classes will in the end depend upon the employment that they 
derive from manufactures and that the prosperity of manufactures will in the 
end depend upon the prosperity as well as the standard of life of agricultural 
classes, then it wOl be realised that it will be a very bad policy to try to bring 
down the agricultural prices in a unilateral manner. 

It is a notorions fad Uutt ilw pad Vbaaea IlmSati, wlb mn aO SSaN(p- 

eans, and the present Indian I^anoe Members, Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan as well 
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fore prices should be brought down and in order to bring down the prices, the 
agricultural prices should be brought down lirst I say this is a suicidal policy 
to pursue. 

But, then, it is stated that if you were to allow the agricultural prices to 
remain at the level at which they are, then you cannot control inflation. Let 
me tell them that if they were to look into the Eastern Ed&nomist of two weeks 
ago they will find that the prices of a number of manufactured goods are going 
up and they have been going up for the last six or twelve months and no effort 
has so far been made to prevent the rise of pnces of these manufactured com- 
modities. In addition, to that, the prices which actually rule in the black 
markets are easily twice as high as the controlled prices \Vliat effort has been ' 
made by Government to prevent this black-marketing My Honourable friend 
Mr. Lawson wants these controls to be increased lu number and to be spread 
over a number of other commodities. In short, he wants noii-statutory controls 
in addition to the controls that are reached by agreement between the Govern- 
ment and the industrialists It all comes to the same thing. The more con- 
trols you have the more black markets there will be. The more black market 
there is the higher will be the cost of the stundaiTl of lif' •- ’ the people and pai-ti- 
cularly the higher will be the cost of cultivation that ' nculturist will be 
obliged to meet. Therefore, until and unless Ooveimnt..i. arc able to devise 
an administrative machinery by which they will be able to prevent this black 
market, at least to check it and, if necessary, to remove some of these controls, 
ii would not be possible for them to stop this rising spiral of inflation. 

Then, they may say • after all, the expfsnditure on food forms a very_ high 
percentage of the total expenditure of the industrial pioletariat and therefore 
it should be stopped first If they are serious about it, they should also be 
serious about the cost of standard of living of agrioulturists themselves. Many 
of these industrial commodities, the agriculturists are obliged to purchase only 
in black markets Therefore these prices are going up with the result that in 
its own turn the cultivation cost goes up and therefore the pncp of agricultural 
commodities go up It is all working in a vicious .iicle You must 
1 p> M. break it somehow or other. Why do you want to break it only on the 
agricultural sector? In order to break the backbone of the agri- 
culturists I Let it be remembered that there is a regular flight away from 
food crop cultivation, The present tendency of a peasant if he has any sense 
in any part of India is to break awav from food crop cultivation and he is taking 
to cultivation of commercial crops like sugar, oil seeds, etc Any crop that 
brings him money is easily taken- up, because he has got to pay not only interest 
on debt, he has to pay land revenue, he has to pay the various sales taxes both 
provincial and central and on top of it he has to procure his necessaries of life 
at Hack market rates. Very’ soon you will be faced with a serious crisis in 
India on the food front which you cannot cope with merely by importing food- 
stuffs from abroad into this country. Even if you import food stuffs from 
•broad, you will not be abb fo import In todi large qnantittei ai 
So be able to teokle the ptioes. Therefore it iCandt to reaaon Shal 
yon have got So tabkie manufaotnrefe alio. ‘What are you doing 

on this front? So far SEe induetrial prolefariat b eonoemed, 
yon agree and reasonaUy too, fo ratae the level of wagei from fhiM 

*to time. .The professionals also get higher wages When it comes 

to the industrialist, there is greater and greater exemption from taxation for 
him So far as the agriculturists are concerned more and more taxes are put on 
them. The industrialists are highly organised and hence they are able to get 
ooncessions from the Government, whereas the agriculturists who are highly 
^organised are left in the cold. Let me warn you about what is happening 
in Bmar. When the Food Member went recently to Behar, he found that 
control prices were not at all enforceable. Thev are not being enforced, they 
aannot be enforced. The Behar Prime Minister was obliged to threaten the 
poasants with the aid of the police and the magistrsoy and he had to use coercive 
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processes In order to extract from them very small food sufplus because the 
price level at which you control for the food grains is very very low> and very 
very unrernunerative and unfair to the peasants And to make it remunerative 
to the peasants, the crops have to be sold only at much higher rates than 
Control rates. That means that your controls are failing. 

To the extent the^ succeed, they succeed only on the agricultural front 
I say this is most unfair. 

The next point which occurs tp me is this I may be asked, in that case 
how 18 inflation to be stppped? What shall we do with it. I have got a solu- 
tion to offer. You agree to paj remunerative price to agriculturist. Then you 
tell him that you are going to keep with yourstelf one rupee for every maund of 
wheat or paddy that the agriculturist sells to you. This one rupee per maund 
will be kept as a reserve, as a deposit with the Government who will- be start- 
ing a number of ajgro-mdustries, oil crushing factories, rice mills, vanasputi 
factories, sug.nr f.sctories and so on. Tlie Goverument will be starting these- 
factories with this deposit that they take for each maund of food crop that they 
take form the peasant The Government will treat these deposits as shares 
m these industrial concerns of the respective peasants who contribute this 
Any profits that are earned will go back in proportion to the monies taken 
from the individual peasants In this way the Govermiieiit can help the pea- 
sant. At tho same time .voii are not. pulling this money into eircul.aiion. 

Moreover so far as peasants are concerned, this money cannot be spent by 
Khsin oa goods. In yiaw, of Vb» sosreitj of coosomor goods goiK 

Santa will not waste their money ou them and inflate their prices. There wih 
be no inflation because extra money that the peasants will get for their crops 
will not remain in Uieir hands, they will be kept with the Government This 
money will not be kept in banks but they will be utilised m productive indus- 
Irial undertakings 

I should like my Honourable friend to come to one of ouv villages and see 
for himself whether the peasants are getting more and more money or less and 
less money. The peasants are obliged to work harder and for longer hours to 
produce enough for their sustenance because the prices that you pay for their 
agricultural products are very unrernunerative As regards the consumer goods 
that are necessary for them, they will have to purchase in the black market 
and so they are obliged to work much harder The industrial proletariats have 
much more leisure But thej are a microscopic minority in this country The 
greater bulk of the population m this country are agriculturists. If more money 
is put into the hands of agriculturists, it may be contended they may indulge 
in purchasing their needs in black markets To that extent the inflation would 
go up. That is why I suggested that one rupee for every maund of food crops 
purchased from the peasant should be retained bv Government and invested 
in useful industries to help the peasants. I was told that in U P, and Behar 
a few years ago, a portion of ^e incmey that W’a.s being paid for sugar cane 
was being kept with the Government as a sort of reserve in the name of the 
peasants. It is no use putting this money in the form of national savings 
certificates. They should be invested Yn productive industrial undertakings 
directly and immediately concerned with agriculture so that the profits there- 
from can be paid back to the peasants who have contributed this money 

Then, the next point I wish to refer to is this Why is it that the Govern- 
ment of India have not chosen to implement the recommendations of the Price 
Sub-Committee Those recommendations are not quite satisfactory to ms 
because they suggest that we have got to wait for a. number of years before this 
Agricultural Price Adviso^ Council is to be appointed They suggest that 
immediately a price committee should be appointed to fix the price of these ffwo- 
eommodities to start with. Is it not the duty of -the Government to see 
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Buoh a oomminion is appointed in order to help the price Gon|rd Boeiid* b* 
stead of that they have appointed a committee conmosed of » High Court 

Badge end Iwo other persons. Nobodj who is oonneo«Bd with agrieu]|Care is o» 

this committee. They expect such a Board to stabilise the price of agricultural 
commodities. Sir, I must emphatically protest against this procedure I agree 
with Mr. Lawson that this Commodit\ Board should be augmented in its per- 
sonnel, by adding one or two agriculturists, or economists with specialised 
training in agriculture They should be assisted by an Advisory Council, whose 
members represent all interests, agricultural workers, landed peasants and sO' 
on, so that they can have the benefit of their experience 

Finally I suggest that this Board should bo asked to take evidence from 
various people interested in various classes of production of various commodi- 
Vies in the same way aa the Tariff Board is expaoted to work. In Hus regExd I 
also wish to suggest that in view of the fact that the agriculturists in this 
oountij fun (oM organiaad and thal they an leaa axpariaBead pdlilioaliy aofi 

economically, the Government should offer them evor^ assistanee by providing 
them with the help of competent Economists in the same way as the Govern- 
ment provides lawyers free of cost to pow litigants who are dragged into courts 

In conclusion I request the Honourable the Finance Member to give us 
an assurance that fit the earliest possible moment the recommendations of Sic 
V T. Kriatutamachari committee will be implemented. 

Mr. Xaaa snbedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau; Indian Com- 
merce); Sir, Mr. Lawson has raised one of the most important points so far 
as the functions of the Commodities Price Board are concerned. But I must 
congratulate the Government in the appomtment which they have made'. They 
have secured the services of one of the most outstanding public servants from' 
Bombay and it was very necessary that a high levri price-fixation was made 
You will remember. Sir, that there was plenty of complaint wdth regard to- 
fixation of. price regarding paper, textiles and various other articles because these 
were only made in consultation with manufacturers and government depart- 
ments. And it was alleged — it was certainly proved in the cage of cloth because 
Government themselves changed within a fortnight their decision to increase 
the prices of coarse cloth — that sometimes Government were jockeyed into 
decisions unfavourable to the community That is verv important, as indeed 
the whole speech of my Honourable friend Mr Ranga here shows the difficulty 
of balancing the consideration as between the producers on the one side and the 
consumers on the other It is not merely the producers and the consumers; it 
IS a question of balancing the supply on the one side and the demand on the 
other. The Commodity Prices Board will have to decide one of the most im- 
portant issues, namely, to what extent subsidies can be given by Government 
with regard to imported grains when they arrive; and the whole question be- 
comes one of subsidy when there is a difference of purchase price and" the price 
ruling in this' country 

Then there are decisions of the Tariff Board where also by force of circum- 
stances when new articles arrive the whole basis on which the Tariff Board may 
have given decisions may be wiped out, and the question would again arise 
whether the previous fixation of prices was fair and proper to all the interests 
concerned; and this Board is not coming a day too soon This country is al- 
ready suffering from the spiral with regard to prices and wages Wages have 
been increased all-round. Government themselves are anticipating an enormous 
increase in their salaries and demands; and as the salaries increase there is 
more purchasing power in the pockets of people who are in their turn demanding 
commodities which are not there.. The tragedy is that actually in 1946-47 the 
production of almost everythmg that we reckon as organised production has 
fallen. In jute, oeihent,_ steel, sugar, paper, cloth and in various other articles 
evei^whEte the production has fallen. Actually when the whole world Is having 
measures for increasing production, in India the production has faUen, an£ 
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ol course the Honourable Member for Supplies does roll off the reasons, namely, 
reduction of hours and transport difficulties and so on But these are the very 
reasons which we have been given for the last two or three years; and I say 
that since this Government have come into power it is their duty to go thoroughly 
into this and to see whether by any extraordinaiy measures the emergency 
arising out of reduced production can be overcome Recently in the Standing 
Committee for the Department of Supply and Industries we were told about 
the deficiency in cloth, and — very cold comfort — there was a paragraph saying 
that when new machinery arrives from abroad more cloth will be produced. 
They were unable to say when this new machinery was arriving. Now, Sir, 
it does not behove a big Government to give views in public of that kind We 

are not all that help'ess that we cannot incren*ie the prodiietion in this ’ 

if all put their heads together And I fear I must reiterate the complaint which 
I made once before that the departments of the Government of Ind^a are work- 
ing too much in water-tight compartments. Every one is concerned only with 
what be is about and does not think of the whole. Whereas the kind of topics 
which the Commodity Prices Board will have to consider necessarily are topics 
which will cover not one department but which will spread over five or six 
departments* activities Now, Sir, the whole issue, as the Planning Advisory 
Board hiis suggested, is that there is a deficiency of supply In steel alone 
this country is short to the extent of one million tons. This steef shortage 
is cumulative; it is not like wheat shortage. If I do not eat today my shortage 
does not go up to tomorrow Not so with steel; if a house is not built today 
it will be built after one', two or three years How can we make good this cumu- 
lative shortage of steel? The manufacturing processes may be examined; if 
the manufacturers can increase it give them a bonus or some other induce- 
ment. Give the workmen bonuses if there is extra work Until there is more 
production there cannot be an end to block marketing or to control. 

I have suggested before that , Government should make special' efforts to 
get imports and they should also negotiate barter agreements with other coun- 
tries which can supply the goods. There should also be a certain amount of 
State trading which will add to the commodities in their hands Sir, this 
Government has got popular support behind them and we will support all their 
measures here and outside That reputation of theirs depends on what they are 
able to do in the matter of food, clothing, housing and above all to wh.it e'cti’nt 
they can reduce the black markets. For that I made suggestions once in the 
budget speech and I again buggest to the Finance Member to consider whether 
temporarily for a period of two vears the duties on five or six articles like steel, 
cement, timber, paper, cloth, and sugar cannot be suspended. There is not 
much in the world that will come here, but they will eert iinly destroy the b'ac|< 
market. Sir, 1 want Government to go thoroughly into the problems raised 
by Mr Lawson’s out motion; but so far as the Commodity Prices Board is 
eoncernod I think it is an excellent measure and I congratulate Government 
on having taken that step. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 


T^ie Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 


Oaptaln O. T. B. Earvey (Madras; European): A few points which 1 wanted 
to place before the House have actually been touched upon from two or three 
-different points of view by my Honourable friend the Deputy Leader on this 
side. Prof. Bangs and Dr. Zia Uddin, but there are certain other aspects which 
I think may not have been remarked and which I would rather like the House 
to consider. / 
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In the Miscellaneous portion of his Budget speech, the Honourable , the 
Finance Member — from whom of course all blessings flow — told us that he has 
already set up a Commodity Prices Board to advise him on a consistent price 
policy. I take it that controls will form most of the monopoly of this new 
authority and that out of the Honourable Member’s cornucopia for this year, 
will tumble a perfect stream of ordmances, forms and officials, all labelled 
‘Controls’. 

I expect, when the millenium comes, we shall look back on the epoch of 
controls without pride, because controls denote the inability of this generation 
to adjust their economy properly without stringent compulsion, and its counter- 
part, selfish and crafty dodging of that compulsion. In late years we have 
had control after control in all forms and of various commodities, some of them 
fairly successful, some of them complete failures, due largely to unprincipled 
greed on the part of traders and the appalling venality of officials, both of which 
have already been recognized in this House How does it come about, for 
instance, that a purely textile retailer should suddenly blossom^out with a large 
line of imported fountain pens or cheap jewellery? Or why have inanufac- 
iurers or unporters of repute m the textile industry found it necessary, in order 
to protect their reputation, to break away from their own traditions and open 
retni! shops to sell their goods at fair prices In faefc the proposed setting up 
of this Cnmmndity Prices Board — purjiosely to interfere with what used to be 
considered the normal course of commercial intercourse — is in itself an admis- 
sion of the feebleness both of the public conscience, and of official efforts to 
direct it That, however, is nothing against the Board itself, and since con- 
trols of some sort seem bo be inescapable for the moment, all the more power 
to its elbow. Let u& have controls, as long as they are strong, hot and clean 1 
It seems anyhow to have the opportunity of avoiding a fatal weakness of other 
Control Boards, in that it should be able to correlate the economies of S' veral 
positive necessities of life which have hitherto been treated as if they were 
independent subjects, whereas they are essentially interdependent. Prof E m-ra 
'quoted from the report of the Agricultural Policy Committee’s Price Sub-Com- 
mittee telling us about the machinery for the control of cereal foodstuffs — maxi- 
mum and minimum prices, subsidies to compensate agriculurists, and reserve 
stocks with which to satisfy emergent public demands — in fact the whole appa- 
ratus for raising floors and lowering ceilings when the necessity occurs. I sug- 
gest that, if it proves practicable and if it is not already abandoned, it should 
not only apply to agricultural produce, but to other basic necessities forming the 
standard of life in this country. Certainly neither the special eggs of special 
geese, nor empirical ideologies should be given anything but the most justly 
proportioned weight in any policy to which the Board may commit itself 

To be more concrete, I am sure the House will agree that the general stand- 
ard of living in this country depends largely on four factors — food, clothing, 
fuel and labour The supply first, and then the cost of the distribution of these, 
iiot''only vitally affect the people, but they vitally affect each other. And of 
the first three there is a serious shortage, with the result that that inflationary 
corruption-carrying demon sits on the neck of India at the moment. If all 
three could be adjusted, they would probably have a very mollifying influence 
when regulating — as it will have to be regulated — that most difficult and exact- 
ing fourth economic factor, Labour. Anyway the present-day result of controls 
is to my mind nothing to be proud of I come from a part of the country, for 
mstanco, where my servant cannot by law buy 'more than one dhoti or one pair 
of cotton trousers in a year — ^five yards of mill made material being the legal 
limit — St what he thinks a reasonable price He can buv more of a different 
manufacture at rather more than double that .cost I will come to that in a 
Tivjment, I think the Hbuse will agree that in order to keep up appearance 
every man requires say one dhoti in washing and one to wear, but by law be 
•imply cannot buy it except at a price which is beyond bis means. You might 
May 'let him buy what else ho wants at the other place', but how can he? T 
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would like to point out that it js diificult for a man with a family, because 
not only is his clothing costing him so much, but the ordinary cost of living 
which consists of other commodities which I have mentioned have already risen 
by perhaps 150 to 200 per cent as compared to the prices prevailing in 1930. 

Pandit Lalrahml Kants Haitra (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban): 
Much more than that! 

Captain C. T. B. Harvey: I said at least. The reason for a price-ticket of 
11». 17/8/- on a dhoti instead of Es. 7/8/- is simply that it is made by an indus- 
try which is at present uncontrolled. I do not say that the industry is not 
desirable or its products are not efficient, but it does point to the non-correl- 
ation of controls. They may be .all right, but they must bear a real proportion, 
the one to the other, and they to several others, before millions of people can 
possibly be expected to appreciate them or live at a decent standard 

I have not the time to go into all those subjects so I propose to stick to ‘cloth’ 
and see how the actual producer of these cloths has also suffered from the non- 
o<»relation of controls Here is the whole country crying out for the supply 
of a reasbnably-prioed standard of cloth. Es. 7/8/- for a dhoti is all right. 
Es. 17/8/- is not good enough At the former price we want all that you can 
give UB. Why is there shortage? I suppose the textile trade ia a matter of 
cotton growing, textile manufacture and distribution All that is bound up with 
fuel and food and those have been already subject to controls. You will remem- 
ber the grim days of 1943 when the prices of yam and cloth soared inordinately. 
The extra demand that the war might create might have been foreseen before- 
hand. Nevertheless it wasn’t, and the poor suffered and the wages bill rose 
and so did the pnoes of everything else following the inflatboaTy law. In that 
year the Textile Control Board took over from the Cotton Textile Panel, whose 
duty had been mainly to fix the prices for supplies of yam and cloth to the 
Defence Services, and with the help of conscientious millowners it became the 
spearhead of an official anti-inflationary drive They apparently did inter-corre- 
late cause and effect and industrv with industry .nnvhow to some extent. The 
result was that between the months of April and December of that year, there 
was a drop in clothing prices of 40 per cent. Eaw cotton prices also fe’l steeplr 
sod, T tske it, on purjiosp because when food was likely to be so short, Oov- 
ernment wanted to switch the agriculturist from cash cropa to food crops A 
definite plan to reduce the cost of living seemed to be going well, so well that 
Government had to introduce a “floor” price for raw cotton, and they them- 
selves bought three lakhs of bales That wholesome tendency went on till 
March 14, 1946 when the cost of clothing to the people was only half what it 
was two years before, and this is roughly speaking, the level of prices in India 
today in spite of an authorised lift in the price of coarse Yam in March 1946 

Here is my point for the need of constant review and the adjustment of 
three main commodities While the cost to the poor man of cotton cloth, mill- 
made, remains comparatively reasonable — ^when he can get it — ^what has 
happened to the parallel basic commodities, both in relation to the public and 
the industry engaged in supplying the commoner types of textile If you take 
100 as the probable index figure, the following commodity prices appear in 
December 1946' Cotton cloth stands at 262, coal stands at 298, raw cotton is 
316, and food, rice and wheat stand at fi-TO. 

Prof. H. O. Banga: Including tobacco f 

Oaptain G. T. B Harvey: If these figures arc not quite up to cate I must 
be excused; my main theme is the lack of correlation of controls. The net 
result of the absence of any comprehensive review is iurther indicated by the 
indices I can get of the cost of living. They are rather sporadic and hardly up _ 
to date but are nonetheless illuminating. They show that in July last year 
Bomhayli figure had gone up by 28 to 268, Ahmedabad by 42 to 817, Nagpur 



OBNBRAt BUBOBT — ^LISI OF OBHAKDS 1039 

■by 30 to 316, Jubbulpore by 24 to 820, and Madras by 15 to 237, Bombay and 
Madras I find have risen since by 11 and 15 points. 

You can see the grave effect of those figures on the business of thoso very 
industries to whom alone Government can look for the major provision of an 
■essential and terribly short commodity such as cloth. They have had to face 
the higher cost )>£ raw ouiton without a corresponduig rise to their retail price ; 
they have had to pay heavy wage increases, and on top of these there are those 
concomitants of social legislation, (which in theory they should not object to, 
given equitable controls of the main commodity factors) namely shortened 
working hours, and holidays with pay — I am actually informed that there are 
mills today engaged on the coarser quality of cloth, who if they were buying 
raw cotton today, would have to turn out the stiff actually at a wtvl^g ^ss. 
There is surely something wrong in that itself and there is something equally 
wrong in the handloom trade satisfactory as handloom products may be, and 
expanding as may be this favoured cottage industry. This uncontrolled industry 
contributes to the rising cost of living very much more obviously than do mill 
products, for mill cloth is only 160 per cent, above what it was before the war 
whereas handloom cloth is 300 to 600 per cent above pre-war rates. And in 
^he result you get an overall shortage of both mill and handloom goods, defi- 
ciency in distribution, and inadequacy of controls, and exactly those evils which 
the official onslaught in 1943 tried to defeat, namely an enormiios blackmarket 
both for coarse yams and cloth. 

I bef^n by saying that I dislike controls on principle But if there is to be 
■oontrol, then 1 would ask the Commodity Brioes Board so to adviae Govern- 
ment that controls are first and foremost correlated and a equitable and that 
they are most exactly and indiscriminately administered, so that we get some- 
where near a proper price and wage structure and a comprehenaive ratwaahe- 
ation of produQtion and living costs, together with the elimination of any un- 
equitable competition, so that those large scale producers who alone oan bridge 
the gap between demand and supply can be encouraged to do so. 

Hr / Leslie OwUt (Bombay : European) - The question be now put 

Hr. President: The question is: 

'“That the quMtiod be now pat.*' 

• The motion was adopted 

Vila Honourable Mr, Llaquat All Shan (Finance Member): I greatly 
-welcome the discussion that has taken place in the morning and this after- 
noon. I am sure the Honourable Members would not expect me at this stage 
to tell them in detail as to how the Commodity Prices Board would function. 
As a matter of fact some very useful suggestions have been made by the 
Honourable Members of this House and 1 have no doubt that the members 
of the Board will give their deepest consideration to those suggestions. 

I shall deal with Prof Banga first, because there is only one point which 
concerns his speech and that is mainly the question of prices of agricultural 
produce. My Honourable friend hae expressed hie great concern over the 
prices of agricultural produce. I can assure him that there is no criminal 
design on the part of the Government in appointing this Board to deprive the 
cultivator of his legitimate dues. The Board is not being appointed for the 
purpose of cutting down the prices of agricultural commodities This Board 
is appointed for the purpose of correlating the pnoes of agricultural produce. 

? du8trial goods and, other commodities and therefore he need have no foar 
lat score. 

My Honourable friend Prof. Banga also' made a suggestion that some eco- 
nomic adviser should be provided by the Government to put the case of the 
agrioulturiste when this Board is considering the queslson of the price of agri- 
cultural produce and he brought in the comparison of a crimitMl court of law 
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where a person who is being prosecuted is generaiij provided with a delenofr 
counsel, li he is not in a position to engage one lor himsell. 1 think Prof, 
iianga is an economist himself and 1 have not the slightest doubt that the 
agriculturists .would welcome his assistance and, the Board will be onl; too glad 
to give him an opportunity to put the pomt of view of ^the agnoulturista 
before it. ^ 

My Honourable friend Mr. Lawson has laid great emphasis on produo* 
tion. As a matter of fact he emphasised the need for production Dy repeating 
it three times — ^Production, Production and Production. 1 will say 
Production, more Production and yet more production. But side by side with, 
it I would say, Distribution, equitable distribution and more equiUbie distri- 
bution. TherMore on that pomt there is no difference between us. 1 dn 
realise that quite a lot of our trouble is due to the fact that there is shortage 
of consumer goods and it sifould be our effort to meet that shortage as far 
as possible. The controls have been criticised vehemently by my Honour* 
able friend Mr. Lawson and his colleague who has just sat down. The Gov- 
ernment, for their part, do not like conteols but 1 am sure my Honourable 
friend would agree with me that if under the circumstances we were to remove 
the controls altogether, then the position instead of improving, will certainly 
become worse. 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Division. Non-Muhammadan): 
No, Sir. 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: My Honourable friend says No.' 

[ can assure him that if controls were removed altogether, the poorer classes 
will not be able to get even the few necessaries of hie that they are getting 
today and therefore while we are nimdful of the deficiencies in the exercise of 
the controls, we feel that so long as it is necessary to keep the controls, they 
must be kept. The real reason for the appomtment of this Board is because 
we found that there was no correlation between the prices of various commo- 
dities of various kinds and the Government felt that it was necessary to have 
a scientific method of stabilisation of prices. It is with that object that we 
have appomted this Board. My Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedar has 
paid a well deserved compliment to the Chairman of the Board We have got 
one of our first rate officers as Chairman of this Board, who has bad experi- 
ence of controls and of fixation of prices. He is not a judge of the High Court 
as my Honourable friend Mr. Bangs thinks. The other member of ti^ Board 
is one of the greatest economists of this oountxy. 

Sri H. AnanflMUayanam Ayyangar (Madras ceded Distnote and Ghittoor. 
Non-Muhamadan Rural): May we faow his name? 

Honouiabls Mr. IdaquBt AU Shan: He is Prof. Gadgil. I am hoping 
that when the third person is appointed he would be some one who would be 
interested in agriculture a^ would meet the demand of my Honourable friend 
Prof. Bangs. ■ 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Why not himself? 


Tffie Honourable Mr. lAaquat AU Khan,; Another suggestion was made by 
Mr. Lawson and it was supported by other Honourable Members. It was 
that a Board of three was not large enough to deal with suoh a big problem. 
I entirely agree with my Honourable friend and it is the intention of Govern- 
ment that if and when it is considered necessary to ,add more members to 
this Board they will certainly do so. But at the present to start with ‘ we 
thought that three would be a sufficient number to carry on the preliminary 
work of the Board. 
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I think my Honourable friend Mr. Lawson asked ' me how the oorrelation 
of the priees will be done and what basis will be used to bring these prices 
together. This is exactly one of the matters and the Board will have in 
examine how best this could be done. 

My Honourable friend asked me whether it will be withm the competence 
of the Board to examine the agricultural prices m relation to industrial 
prices. I can tell him that it oertamly will be, because unless you can 
examine the prices of all kmds of production, whether agricultural or indus- 
trial, and correlate them, you cannot have any stabilisation of prices, and. 
therefore it will certamly be one of the functions of the Board to examine 
the pnces of agricultural produce and co-relate them with the prices of mdus- 
trial goods. 

Then, Sir, my Honourable friend made a suggestion that the function of 
the Commodity Prices Board should not be too rigid. I can assure him that 
it will not be kept rigid. The Board will be allowed as much freedom as is 
necessary to carry out the object for which it has been appointed and I would 
hke td pomt out for the information of Honourable Members that the 
Board’s function is to tender advice to the Government on these mattertf. 

Shri Sri Frakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammodan 
Kural); What is the priCe of the Board/ 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: My Honourable Friend asks me 
what the price of the Board is. I take it he means what will be the cost of 
the Board. I am afraid I will be able to tell him next year if 1 am here, 
p because the Board has started only just now and they have not even 
' ■ got all the staff required. At present it is not possible for me to 

give him the actual cost of the functionmg of this Board 

My Honourable friend suggested that the Board should have expert advice 
in respect of commodities. 1 am sure. Sir, that the Board will certainly 
avail itself of any expert advice that would be available to it when it is 
considermg the question of fixing of prices of various commodities. As a 
matter of fact I am hoping that the Board will examine all these matters in 
a methodical and scientific manner and their enquiry wiU not be of a haphaz- 
ard nature but will be scientific and thorough. 

My Honourable friend asked me another question at. to how the Govern- 
ment of India will proceed with regard to those matters that concern the 
provinces. With regard to that I would say that the Government of India can 
only proceed m dealing with the Provinces according to the machinery of the 
Government of India Act And where the Government of India cannot inter- 
fere, it seeks the co-operation of the Provinces. I feel that as it will' be in 
the interest of the Provinces themselves that there should be stabilisation of 
prices, the Provinces would and should co-operate with the Government of 
India 

Sir, my honourable friend Dr. Zia Uddin Alimad talked at great length 
about some abstruse economic theories, and I, not being a mathematician 
like my honourable friend Dr. Zia Uddin, am not able to deal with them 
because they fall outside the purview of the motion which has been moved 
before this honourable House. 

Mv Honourable friend, Mr Manu Subedar has stated that import duties 
on some of the articles should be suspended for two or three years. This is 
k matter that has engaged the attention of the Government, but as this quest 
tion is going to be discussed at an international conference, the Government 
have vlecided not to do anything in this direction till the decision of the 
negotiations of this international conference is known 

I do not think there was any other point which was raised by any of the 
\ Honourable Meinben. The anxiety of the members with regard to this 
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JtaaiAier is genuine and the Government are as anxious as the Honourable 
Alembers of this House to find a way to stabilise the prices of all oommodities 
at a reasonable level. 1 am glad that the appointment of ^ this Board has 
received general support of the Honourable Members of this House, and I 
do hope that this Board will be able to discharge its functions satisfactorily. 
My honourable friend Mi Lawson said that the Board has got a Herculean 
task. 

Babn Rani Karayan Singh: What will be the life of the Board? 

Tlie Hbnoiirable Mr. Uaquat Ali Khan: It has been appointed in the first 
.instance for throe years 

It 18 indeed a Herculean task. But we cannot give up tackling any 
problem because it is difScult More difficult a problem greater effort should 
be made to find a solution 

Prat. V. O. Ranga: Is the Board appointed in supersession of the other 
Boards suggested by the Price Stabilisation Committee? 

The_Honourable Hr. Liaquat Ali Effian: No other Board has yet been 
appointed And let me tell my honourable friend that the appointment of 
this Board was considered before the report of that Committee was out. There- 
fore it will be for the Government to consider whether the functions which 
were supposed to be entrusted to tliat Board as recommended by that Com- 
mittee should be entrusted to this Board or whether a separate Board should 
be appointed At present this is the Board that has been appointed to deal 
with all the questions of price fixation 

Prof. R. O. Bangs; Are the other recommendations under the considera- 
tion of the Government, or are they set aside? 

Iffie Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: All the recommendations submitted 
by that Committee are being considered by the Government, and I have no 
doubt that the Honouiable Member in charge will give very careful considera- 
tion to the recommendations that have been made. 

Shri Sri FtakaSa: Did Hercules himself ever do any such thing? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: Not havmg lived in those days like 
rny honourable friend, I am not m a position to answer that question. . 

Shri Sri Prakasa: But Hercules does not live even now Why do you take 
his name? 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson; I beg leave of the House to withdraw my out motion? 

I’he cut motion was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 


Dj;m\nd No 9— Indian Posts and Tei.egraphs Department 
InejJiciency of the Postal. Telegraph and Telephone Services 
Mr. M. A. P. Hirtzel (Bengal- European): Sir, I rise to move the cut 
motion standing in my name, namely 

‘ That the demand ender the head 'Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department’ be reduced 
bvRs 100” 6 p p _ 

Sir, the purpose of this cut motion is to discuss the inefficiency of the 
Postal, Telegraph and Telephone Services I am afraid that discussing 
the inefficiency of this Department is rather like discussing the weather which 
is a limited subject and always consists of a comparison as to whether it is. 
hotter this year than it was last year. I would like to assure the Honourable 
Member in charge of Posts and Telegraphs that it is definitely hotter this 
year, that is to say in relation to the Department’s work inefficiency is greater 
this year than last. On the subject of their inefficiency, so far as I can see. 
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there is no considerable difference of opinion between us. If you read the 
fifteen-year post-war plan of the Posts and Telegraphs Department you will 
find that there is constant reference to the existing inefficiency of the Service*. 

I do not, therefore, propose to attempt to prove that there is inefficiency by 
an accumulation of particular instances such as would appeal to certain 
friends on my left here What 1 want to do is to raise a more general dis- 
cussion as to what are in fact the fundamental causes of* the inefficiency of 
these Services. 

Now. Sir,., the first thing that must strike one is that in proportion to the 
bulk of this Department in the varied life of the country and in relation to its 
resources, the amount of attention, serious consideration and active discus- 
sion which it receives on the floor of this House is certainly negligible, almost 
contemptible. We never have an opportunity to discuss it .at all and this 
year, were it not for this cut motion, the Honourable Member would get 
away scot free, as far as I can see. Now, I submit that this is a very im- 
portant aspect. We in tliis House can only deal with broad issues but in the 
case of this Department we do not even get an opportunity of dealing with 
broad issues. May I remind the Honourable Members that the Posts and 
Telegraphs Department are in a rather different position from most of the 
other Government departments They are much more analogous to the Rail- 
ways Tliey are a commercial depaitment and they have a very large capital 
investment llonoutable Members arc probably nut aware that immediately 
befoie the war the capital investment was 17 ciores of ruj ees and that by the 
end of last financial year it was 32 crorea When the l.i-year plan is com- 
pleted, the capital investment will be nenrlv 70 crores 

Now, Sir, au mvestnunt on this scale should ceitainly have much closer 
attention from this House I henid it suggested tins year that the tune spent 
on the Railway Budget should be cut down. Well, I do not know whether 
that was a little whispering campaign on the part of the Honourable the 
Railway Member, but ccitainly, if it was, I think it was a very dangerous 
one I think the time spent on the Railway Budget should not be cut down: 
it should bo increased, and I think there is a very good case for putting the 
Budget of the Communications Department and the Posts and Telegraph 
services on the same basis as the Railway Budget It would occupy a great 
deal more time of the Members of the House It will be extremely inconveni- 
ent to the Honourable Members in charge. It will be very inconvenient to 
their staffs but I think in the ease of a big national commercial investment 
the time should be found to conduct a closer examination of the issues in- 
volved Now, I make that point because it has got a very direct bearing on 
the question of efficiency. The Honourable the loanee Member made some 
remarks in his Budget speech about regionalisation, remarks that have been 
variously interpreted in various quarters but I personally was very glad indeed 
to see them, because I have maintained for some time that this .country is 
far too large to be dealt with by a single planning organisation. I think ib 
IS too big for a single administrative organisation, if we are to secure effi- 
ciency through the pressure of public opinion. That would apply particularly 
to the Posts and Telegraphs Department. It is very little use my asking a 
question about the state of affairs in a particular post office. If I go to the 
Director-General, he says T will write a letter and find out’. That is very 
unsatisfactory. We all know what happens when a subject like Panth Piploda 
comes up for consideration How many members of the House know where 
Panth Piploda is'’ How many members of this House know where any 
particular post office is, apart from the main centres? Now, if there were 
some means by which the pressure of public opinion could be brought to bear 
in regions rather than over the whole field, then I think we might geb a 
greater degree of efficiency, but at the present time the means by which we can 
bring our complaints to notice are very very limited and quite inadequate. 
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Well, Sir, the need lor eflieiency ib not merely engoudored by our eom- 
mercial and induslnal needs but also by the taxpayers’ need. The Posts and 
Telegraphs Depaitnient i& analogous heie also to the Kaihvays, for at least 
for half of the last 20 years it has made no profit It wa.s'fortunate m improv- 
ing its position pist before the war and it has improved its position very well 
during the war, but here again as T said ni the ease of tlie Piailways the 
battle is essentially for solveiiey and elficieiiey and, if the battle is lost, it 
means a further burden on the taxpayer, who is already avorbuidened today, 
- I referred to the improveiiioiit duimg''the war. It is well to lemind Hon- 
ourable iMeinbers that during the war veiy coiisideiable progress was niado in 
certain directions I am refcriing to the Tele-conn mmications Development 
Scheme which is grudualh ap))toat lung completion and which has added 
something like Li or 16 eiores of mpees to the eajiital iinestinent of the 
department I would in paiticular like to know exactly how tliat scheme 
stands now I observe itis slated in tbe post war plan ot Deeeinbev, 1915, 
that the scheme was 3/4tli completed It is stated m the memfiritiulnni that 
was pub before the Standing Finance t'oiiimittcc last month that tlio plan is 
4/5th completed Unimg the wai, Ihis scheme lias made progress wdiicli in 
compaiismi witli the pic-war late of progress represents <50 \eais' develop- 
ment JMy fiiend Di Am Uddin is not here hut .leeoidmg (o my matlieinatics 
the diffetetiee between 8/4th and 4/,5th is l/20tli .m<l it ajuieais lo me, 
therefore, that between December, 194.5, and Febiuaiv 1947, only l/20th of 
the scheme has been eoinploted, as compared with 3/4th m tlic earlier 
peiiod Tliat is to say, the depaitincnt appears to me to hi' going liaek to tlio 
60-jear iieace-time late of piogiess 

The Honourable Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar (Member for (.’ommnmi.alions) 
When you climb U2> a moiinlam, the p.iee beeoiie's slower 

Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel: That may be so But 1 liapiiea to ha\u IwUed up the 
proceedings of the ytoiidiiig Finance (Jo.i.mittee of Febiuaiy, 1940 1 w'us 

looking at the iirograniine of new construction of iiost offices, and so on, in 
various places like Quetta, Mirpur Kli.is, Lalioro and so ou I thought the 
names were familiar and T took tho trouble to check with sumiar statements 
placed before the Standing Finance Committee in February tins ye<ar and I 
find that whereas all these schemes were put down for completion m 1946-47 
tile same jirojects aie ])ut down m the statenumts loi 1947-4S T li.ive not vet 
been able to fully master (he Government system of fiii.mee It, always 
appe.iis to tho lavinmi tli.it (he same schemes do go oii leemnng \ear after 
year and I would like to know exactly what the position is Of (oifr.se we 
recognise that theie w’ere set ions disturhaneea during (he \eni' Imt none tho 
less when an expenditure of the order of 35 lakhs is put down m the ^ ear .and 
so little is^ apparently completed, an exjdanation ap|>cars to ho very necessary. 

Wa(l, Sir, coming again to the post-war plan, it strikes me, as a very 
sound and a very comprehensive plan We are very much mtore,ste,d in seeing 
it put into effect and I am very surprised that in the report of tho Advisory 
Planning Board apparently no comment has been made at all on this big 
departmental scheme Appaiently, the Advisory Planning Board wore very 
much more concenied with industrial development I think it is unfortunate 
— I am sorry Mr Neogy is not here to correct me if I am wrong — that the 
emphasis should be so much on the industrial side Wo have here a compre- 
hensive plan, which, as I said, is going to more than double the capital invest- 
ed in the Posts and Telegraphs Department and it certainly does appear that 
it should have commanded more attention from the Advisory Planning Board 
tiian it has done That is an aside, but it is an important point beoause it 
shows, what I think is the general tendency, that the work of this Depart- 
ment is disregarded. 
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Now, Sir, asfeuuung that we all agree about the mefticieucy of the Depart- 
ment, i want to try and set down a few of the causes of this inefiiuiency m 
the few minutes at my disposal. I would say that the causes might roughly 
be found under the following heads lack of leadership, shortage of tiained 
staff, shortage of equiinneiit and lack of system 


Now, lack of leadership is a point that may perhaps stiiKe some Alemliers 
of the House as unduly sentimental, but it does not, ui fact, strike the 
present personnel of the Depaitmeiit like that The point is paiiicularly 
stressed ui the l’ost-^^ ar I’lan Now, 1 am \cry glail to see that the 
Honourable Member in ehaige of the Dejiaitnieiit has graced this occasion by 
his presence m tins House We see rather too htblo of the Honourable Mem- 
bers wIkj Bit 111 another place and I am very glad to sei that he has been 
able to find a place on the front Heiich This is not a hit ol joviality or 
geniality on my part, but L think it is a very serious point If Huiiouiable 
Meinbeis m charge of the Depaitinent do not come to this House or do not 
themselves answer on behalf of their Dejiartinciits, the country is unaware of 
their existence except that it sometimes sees their photographs m llie piess 
in various attnietive poses, m the cabbage-patch and so on Now, Sn, it is a 
very mipoitant point, if .we iiie to keep the set vice together, to make them 
feel the presence of tlie Member in charge either by his tours or by broadcasts 
ot-by his speeches in this House which are subsequently rci>orted-m the press 
We all know that the present conditions are radically different fiom the condi- 
tions which hitherto prevailed and we think it highly iiiidcsirable that the 
Secretaries, however able they may be, should he tailed upon m tin-. House 
to make speeches m the present political atmospliere and heiMinc involved in 
political matteis That is wioiig m principle and we leel iiio-t strongly, par- 
ticularly under piescnt conditions, that the Members thcmsolves should be 
here That is one way in which I suggest the lack of leadership can bo reme- 
died by the Honourable Member himself coming down to this House and 
showing us wlut his ideas are 


Now, ns regards the training of staff, this is also dealt, with in the 15 
year plan and we should like to know very miieh what is being done to in- 
creaso the supplies of adequately trained stuff There is an iiupoit.aiit p.issage 
on page 30 of the plan which makes the j.oiiit I am tiving to make about tjie 
esprit lie empu very elear, namely t.liat it depends upon leadersliip 


Then Sir, there is the question of shoitagi of equipment W'e wish to 
know what exactly (loveinnieiit has. done to place its orders iii good time As 
1 mentioned before, India >vas lortiinate— and it is a point woith remembering 
—in being able to increase her capital equipment during the war to tlm 
extent I have mentioned, even though that is tokillv ni.-uHquate to meet all 
needs I should, however, hke to know what the present administration has 
done or what did the previous administration do in order to got their orders 
on the order book in good time? That is a most vital question One rather 
has the impression that the Departments of the Government of India feel that 
it does not matter how long it takes them to make up their minds because 
when they have done so all they have to do is to send a cablegram to X Y 
or Z counti 7 and they think they will get their requirements immediately! 
That 19 quite wrong. Wo are anxious to know that, if mistakes were made 
m the past in the way, of unnecessary delay in getting their orders on the 
order book, adequate steps have been taken to see that those mistakes do not 
^ surprised to find from a memorandum recently put before the 
Standing Finance Cpmmittee that in the case of the proposals for increasing 
the capacity of the Madras telephone exchanges orders are only now .about 
to be plwed for the necessary equipment. That is a comparatively bis 

telephone scheme which if 
to be earned out, and we find that orders are only about to be nlaced Tt 
10 a pretty certain bet atoder present world condition^ that it will be a matter 
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of years before these orders can be executed That also brings me to another 
point that the post-war plan lays paiticukr stress on,' namely, the expansion 
ot demand for the various services which this Department provides. If there 
is to be a continuing time-lag and if, there is to be a steady failure to execute 
schemes, not merely have we to make up the ground we have lost but we have 
to face the difficulty of meeting the e.xpfinsioii J am sure the programme is 
likely to be very much larger m the end than it is estmiated to be now as 
set out in the official plan. 1 am supported in that view by the fact that I have 
»een a memorandum tlmt was placed before the Standing Finance Committee 
in Februai-y considerably enlarging the official scheme as it was published in 
December 1945 1 have the feeling that with the delays that are going on we 

are steadily going to find ourselves faced with a larger and larger task, if we 
are to make good the ground lo-'t ,md also to meet the expansion winch the 
country requires 

Then, Sir, tlieio is another question which aiiscs and I am merely asking 
it for infurmation as to whethei any equipment is available from Disposals 
That is a subject on which we know ically nothing at all Jt is extremely 
difficult foi any one to know what there is and what there is not in Disposals. 
But I am informed on vciy reliable luitlioiity that there are at least two tele- 
graph lines set up by the Americans m connection with their pipe-lines 
wlncli are just going to pieces on the giouiul and tliey strctcli fiom Calcutta 
to the northern end of .\ssam Th.it seems to the layman most wasteful. 

Now, Sir, my fouith point was lack of system The Honouiable Member 
will remember tliat'J suggested at the last meeting of the Standing Coin- 
ijiittce, that a thin of teehiucal advisois should be called in to advise tlie 
Postil Dcpaituient, in particular, on their system or lack of system Condi- 
tions m the post offices are deplorable and I think only one who is very 
Ignorant of the ways of the conntiy would venture into one and when he secs 
how the post offices woik at the busy hour of the day ho will feel as I do 
that It is like the gates of Hell ns one imagines them on the Day of Judgment. 
So he very hastily turns back and s.us lie will find a i>eon to send instead 
Now there must he something radically wrong when conditions are like this 
Theio are qualified technical advisers who examine and advise on business of 
this kind They have done so m the case of other departments of the Gov- 
?mment of India and T shall be surprised to learn that the results were not 
satisfactory I strongly urge th.it sueli technical advisers should be employed 
in this depaitment also 

Another guevance which I should like to ventilate is as regards the tele- 
graph system Telegiams are accepted even though the staS know that they 
cannot send them off hy telegraph They know perfectly well that they are 
gomg to despatch the telegiam by post Why should they accept the message 
and charge the telegraph fee’ In commercial language this is called a swindle, 
whatever it is called m official language I do not press the Honourable 
Member to tell us what is the correct official phrase, but anyhow we do not 
like to be swindled 

Then, Sir there is the question of local manufacture of telephone equip- 
ment. That is a subject that has often been raised on the floor of the House 
We ourselves support the view expressed m the postwar plan that it would 
not be an economic proposition to try to manufacture equipment in this coun- 
try for the automatic telephone system. I would however urge that if the 
Honourable Member wishes to expand local production, he might divert his 
attention to the manufacture of air-conditioning plant a considerable quantity 
of which is required for telephone services and which plant would undoubtedly 
have a very considerable local market outside the telephone and telegi;aph 
services That would be a possible economic channel for further local deve- 
lopment. But we have some doubt as to whether further development is 
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called for while the old question of the workshops at Alipore, Jubbulpore and 
Bombay remains unsettled. I hope when the Honourable Member replies 
to this he will particularly give us an answer to that question and give us an 
assurance that it is going to be settled soon if not settled already. 

This covers all the points that I wanted to make this afternoon In con- 
clusion I would only say that I was unaware till recently that the Posts and 
Telegraph Department has a very pretty motto, “Service Before Self’’. I 
hope the Honourable Member will succeed in bringing home that motto to his 
various employees, to those who W'ork under him whether it be in the Secre- 
tariat or wherever else they mav be Sir, I move 

Mr. President: Cut motioir moved 

“That the demand undei the head ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs Depai tineiit’ he reduced 
hy Rs 100 ” 

Mr, Leslie Owilt (Bombay European) X move' 

“That the question be now put ” 

Mr, President: There has not been sufficient discussion on this motion am, 

I cannot accept closure The debate on this Cut Motion has to be finishei 

by quarter to four. So, I propose to call two more speakers, one from t^ 
Muslim League party and^the other from the Congress Party and I shall givt 
them five minutes each If necessary, I shall give some more time to the 
Government Member to reply. 

Mr, Ahmed E. H. JaSer (Bombay Southern Division- Muhammad vn 
Rural) Sir, 1 rise to .support this Cut Motion. In doing so, I shall confine 
myself to some smaller rnalteis that face the public evei 7 day. I mean the 
question of telephones, telegi'ams and air mail letters The Honourable 
Member Mr I^rtzel has very widely dealt with the major prob'ems I shall 
therefore confine myself within the five mmutos at my disposal to give a brief 
account of the grievances which (he public have against this dep.irlment 1 
am glad that the Honourable Member for Communication Department lian 
t.iken the trouble to be present m this House this aftenioon It is very grati 
fying indeed to see him here 1 hope he will sec that all our giievances an 
redressed immediately and that the whole system is overhauled The questio: 
of telephones is an old old question There is a big waiting list for installni: 
new telephones It is said it is all due to sliort.nge of telephone instruments 
There are various giievances connected with this ssstein of servict The subsen 
bers have to pay very liigh rates. Because telephone service in this country is 
the monopoly of Government and there is no competitor in the field, the Goveia, 
ment perhitps feel that they can deal with the imhlie in a light hearted manner 
and overlook their giiev.mces We have to pay very heavy charges for trunk 
calls If you book ii trunk call, it always happens we have to wait for several 
hours before getting the lequircd connection We arc always told by the 
telephone operators, most of whom are always rude to the public, that it would 
fake a long time to get the trunk connection and so we are told to book an urgent 
call. In this way the public are hoodwinked and more money is taken from 
the public This ahvays hajipcns 1 submit that the Government .should not 
do profiteering and this should be stopped forthwith , Several times we get 
wrong numbeis. Whenever we dial, fortunately or unfortunately, we get some 
number where we listen to two persons speaking, sometimes wives are speaking 
to their boy friends when husbands are away; all these are dangerous things 
and I hope that tlie Ilonourable Member will see that all these inconveniences 
are pub an end to immediately 

Next I should like to refer to the move that is on foot to introduce message 
rate Bjstem whereby we shall be forced Jo pay one anna extra for every oaU. 
This we will have to pay in addition to the monthly rental. I hope the 
Honourable House will see that this is opposed tooth and nail and I hope 
Honourable Members will see to it that this proposal to introduce the message 
'system is scotched at the very beginning. 
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NTcxt I should liko to deal with the question of mail delays, eo far as air 
mail IS concerned. Theie is x^cat delay in transmission of air mail letters 
from one place to another. This has been engaging the attention of the public 
and the public h.ue been shouting against this delay from housetops Air 
Mail lettcis should ho dohveied miinediately, hut nothing seem to have been 
done I suggest that mails should bo carried by both planes in different 
directions I am indeed glad that the Honourable Member has agreed to 
that pioiios.il and t liopo he vmU put into practice immediately this arrange- 
ment whereby posts fioiii one destination to another will he carried by both 
planes which are being flown from one station to another. Becondly I suggest 
that lelteis which go from Helhi by the afternoon plane and reach Bombay 
the same e\emng at five o’clock should be arranged to be delivered the same 
evening in Bombay insttsid of the next day as it is being done at present I 
should also like to point out that the charges for air mail letters from India to 
USA luc xeiv high At the piescnt luomont, the air mail post from India 
to USA is 1-7-0, whereas fumi N^evv York to India it is only fourteen 
annas, t do iiul see any justification at all for the (loveimncut of India to 
charge a higlier rati* and do jirofi leering Unless I am given satisfactory 
reply on tins piiinf, i will have no he.sit.ition in calling this a profitci ring by 

The next complaint is about the loss of iiiaga/aiics clc in jiost Yory 
x ilii.ihle ni,ie,i/ims like Tnin, Life and other foieign m,ig<i>’,iiie>. .ni* s,iolt'n in 
transit I speak tins fiom iny own expuieiiee M.uiy times, 1 have not 
been recc'iving my m.agnzinos legiilarly I am sure the Diicctoi General of 
Posts and Telegraphs has leteived .i complaint tins, moiniiig fruJ^i a well known 
finn of bnoksefieis in Bombav tli.it scwi'ial Tiiiifs magazines nie pi'feied in 
tiansil sevei.il times vviong m.ig.i/ines ,iu* init in 'J'his is the gerier.il comp- 
l.iint fioiii main liook house-, m rndi.i I licqie the IToiioiiialile Meiiihet will 
sec to It llial fins sort of stealing of m.igaziiies is )>ul .m end lo forfliuith 

Tile next point is about the i.ites foi teh gr.ims The lates are veiy high 
Sometimes telcgi.ims do not re.udi Iheir deslmalioii at all, sometimes tlu'y 
macli later than letleis I liope the lloiioiuahle Member .will see to it that 
tdegraiiis an* desjiati lied and delivcied i.iilai than it is hi ing done at jiresent. 
Kveiy time we go to send a telegi.im we are- told that only iiigeiit telegiains 
'•lioufd be sent, as m the case of trunk tideiiliom* calls I hope the Iloiiouiable 
Memlier will see that efforts aie m.ide to have tlie jiroper st.iff and that they 
are paid jirojieilv 'I'hc tiouble is that these poor people aie not paid piopeily 
They slioiild be p.iid well and jiaid oxtia fot extra woik done 1 have liiought 
this to the notice of the FToiiourahle IMemhor in the Standing rommittec. I 
rejieab that iiiilc-ss you jiay them propc*ily they will not work piojicilv. 

Sir, r siijipoit the motion 

Sreejut Bohun Kumar Ohaudhuri (Assam Valiev NonMuhammadan). 
Sir, J MS,' to oppose this motion and foi no other reason tlian this th.it some 
tunc ago llie llononra^ile Member for this Di-piirtmimt himsilf said in the 
eouisp of a jii'ess st.itement th.it his department was ipiite iiiepfieient and had 
not been .fiilc to leneh the efficiency winch they had before the war In these 
eireumstani es it is sheer waste of time to make a motion of this kind, when 
an accused pleads guilty it is no use proeeechng with the ease against him 

Sir, while eiiticisiiig the Postal Dc-iiartment for various nets of oHiisaion 
and commission llonouiahle Members who have- preceded me, have foi gotten 
to take note- of some of the admirable qualities which this department has 
developed speei.dlv ipter the war I lofc-r to the consistency and the sjiirit of 
cletermiTiatioii winch the department has shown I will give some instances 
Eor .some time past I have been receiving letters m my quarters in 23 Feroze 
Shah Koad whieli aie addressed to otbens I have tried to post them bank 
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agnin in (littfrent letter boxes but with u spit it of adiiinuble consistency these 
letters liuvc ulv\ii,vs come back to me ^J’bere must be some agency at work 
which makes these letteis sent to ditfeniit addresses always come back to my 
place. U'hen, Sir, 1 will give an example ot their dcteiminatiou Some timo 
ago 1 received a letter which was sent by air mail, and it was received two 
days after another letter posted on the same day by ordinary mad had been 
received. 1 wrote to the Postal Department sending the covera of both these 
letters but I have received no reply, and as a sign of their determination I 
have had several cases ot that kind even till now As regards this the 
TTonourable ]\Ienibor had himself stak'd that the air mad was nob only delayed 
but 111 some ciicumstaiiccs it had been lost. 1 do not understand how these 
letteis can be lost, I have nob beard of any air accident 1 can only make one 
suimise. The air passeiigcis are given 2-’t‘i'*odica]s and magazines to read 
winch are sometimes very dull and stale because they had already been read 
by these iiassengers Notlnng is more interesting than other people’s letters 
and so I believe these letters are distributed to these passengers to while away 
their time, and at the.end they are not collected properly and that is how they 
get lost OthcivMse there is no reason why these h'tters should get lost, 
because there lias been no t.isc of aceideiit, so far as 1 know 

As for telegfums, even now c.xpiess telegrams take thrice more time than 
befoic, and ns foi oidmary telegiams it is better to say nothing because they 
lake inoie tune even than oidin.iiy letters As regards telejdiones I will say 
jnst one woid Sa fai as tiinik (.ills .lie coiicciiu'd ill our niofussd towns 
pr.icliciill y no oii("gcts «»m\ bi'iiefit out oi tbcin 'I’od.iy the trunk is out of 
onli'i' bei iiuse of ,i '.trong bieeze, tonioiiow it iv out of older because of inces- 
sant lain and on a thud d.iy it is out of older bec.uisc o' too much frost m 
ishillong Then again the tiiink is out of older because there has been no ram 
and no bieeze for some time If <i count is taken of the number ot days on 
which the liiink b.is been out of older belwi'cn (l.uihati and Shillong !)pd 
between (l.iiihati .iml .loilial m -Nss.im the irutli of my statement will bo borne 
out 

Sii , 1 oppose the motion 

Mr. Krishna Prasada ((loseinmcnf ..f Indi.i NoimiMted OPhci.il) Sir, 

I ,1111 gl.id tb.il .1 eeiieiiil (liscussi.)ii on Posts .uk] 'l'‘‘legra]ihs li.is been 
i.nsed because this dcp.irtinent is one of llie most impoitant public utility 
dep.ivtmenls and we lia\e .in ''bi)|)Oiliinif \ o'' lie.iriiig the views of Honourable 
^fenibei's and of representing niir own diHicnltiis I .mi in an advantageous 
jiositioii riit-a-ris other lioiioiii.ibie \lembcis bee .iiisc this li.ippelis to be lliy 
maiden siiet'ch iind I know th.it I sb.ill b.i\e the indulgence of the House. 

r have listened with much inteiesT. .irmisement and profit to what haa 
been s.iid tins .ilternoon IMv 1 ronoiiiable fnend IVfr lliitzel’s speech provided 
the spe.u'-lie.id of the .itt.uk He has been very eliaiitable, I think, because 
he IS a good (Tuist'i.is .My loom m the AVestcrii Court where he resides ia 
next ilooi to his ,uid he h.is been a very good neiglibonr His chanty, how- 
ever, conihinos with a wish for the betteimeiit of the department Sir, the 
Posts and Telograplis Department is a verv fortunate di'paitment and yet it is 
very nnfortunati' in some wa\s It is fortunate in as much as it renders a 
service which is most essential to civilization; without it civilization cannot 
subsist for vciy long This de])iirtineiit touches verv iiitimatelv the common 
man; the jiostmaii is the most welcome and gieatlv looked-forward-to visitor 
in every house. The department is liow'cver unfortuii.ite because every single 
lapse on its part is ngticcd and attracts attention Of virtuous men it is sai4' 
that their good deeds live and are rcniembeied and their laid deeds are forgotten. 
Perh^ips the. Posts and Telegrajihs is not a virtuous department because ita 
good deeds arc forgotten and only the bad deeds are recounted. If a letter 
is delayed in transit or one which is expected does not reach eyen when it 
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is not posted, the P & T. Departineiit is blamed. And when it is blamed, 
the letters Avhich have reached the addressee m time are conveniently forgotten 
I wonder, Sir, how many Members of this House have an idea of the volume 
of traffic that this Department has to liajidle. The average of personal letters 
that 1 ))Ost would perhaps be two or thiee a day, but this Department m the. 
year 1945-46 handled two thousand million jiostal aitieles 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: All fioin one post office ’ 

Mr. Krishna Prasada: From cverydiody who i>osted 

As T was saying, the Department handled in the year 1945-46 two thousand 
million Jiostal articles, si\ty-six imllion money orders, tliirty-one million tehj- 
grains, four and a hah' million tiunk ealN T admit that the eoinpluints wdiich 
are made to us are not a correct mde\ of the satisfaction winch the public feel 
in regal d to postal articles, but llie complaints that we leceiic are registered 
and we maintain an account of them. This House will be interested to know 
that the jioicentage of eomjilaints received in 1945-46 w'.as 015 or, in other 
words, the complaints were 15 jier one lakh of jioslal aitieles In case of 
telegrams, the jiereontage was 12 or 120 coinjilaints for one lakh telegiam.s 
Sir, T do not want to take cover heliind the l.ict that thi.s peicentage is too 
small 1 admit (liat the service rendeted hv the Posts and Teb'gi ajilis Depart- 
ment IS not as efficient ns yon and I would like it or as efficient ns it used to 
be before the w.ti .My Ilonoutable fneiid, Mr Hirtzel has refeired to some 
of the causes winch have occurred to Inm. TTis dingnosisjis quite correct, 
and 1 shall, with voui jieimibsion, .miplilv those causes ,md give some details 
BO as to bring out the difficulties of this Department. 

Nimiher one is that th(>re has la-eii vast exjiansioii of ti.iffic In 1945-4 ‘j 
I will give the jicrcimt^age of nicieas,. as coinji.ued to tlie jirc-war Tigures — 
there was an ineiease in tlie case of postal aitides ol 60 pci cent, m the case 
of^nouoy oideis 03 per eent , in the ease of telepanis 90-4 jier cent , in the 
case o’ trunk calls ovir ItX) jaT eiuit The knnk call revenue last yi'ar was five 
times w’lidt it vv.is in tiie yeai 19;!H-39 Tliese Ogiiics aie staggeiing We had 
great difficulty —and 1 am going to cmimeiate a tew ditVu ultios — m meeting this 
sudden ^increase of tralhe 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaffer: Is U due to mercase of jiopvilalion 

Mr. Krishna Prasada; Paitly We weie called iijion to incieiise our staff 
very eonsideiahly. At the end of 1945-46 the ineieaso vv.is, ns eomjiared to 
the pre-war ye.ir, of tlie Older of .38 per cent fn eerfam eadios the mcieaso 
was very eoiisidei.ihle Onr Fngineeitng SiipeiMsors, who hav'e to eonstnict 
your telegiMjdi and telejihone lines, used to be :144 befoie the war At the end 
of last year tliey vveie 698— inoie than doulile Class TI Engineeimg Officers, 
who w.'re 85 hi'fnve the war, last year woie 289 —or thiee-aml-a-balf times ns 
many' Well, we have iiiereased the staff, hut the difficult v has been what has 
been lefened to by inv Ilonom.ible liiend, Mr TTirt/el We luue not been 
able to give siiffieienf liaming to our staff In the ease of Kngincenng Officers 
and tlie non-ga7eifed staff, it is most essential that tlie,v sliould he jiropcily 
trained, if tliey .iie not trained, they cannot (oiistniet the lines and thev cannot 
maintain them as well as the public e\peet.s or we want to do Out of 850 
Supei'visois engaged during tlie war, only 46 We were able to train fully, or only 
12J per cent This was a most appalling condition It was not possible — yon 
may ask whv did voii not train after all, you could ojien training classes — hut. 
Sir, it was not jiossible to train the st.iff hi cause W'e weie confionted witji a war 
and we had to erect lines for the defence of the eonntiv The military wanted 
them and we had to jwit our staff through an abbreviated course of trajning 
and to rush them through their eoui-se Then, Sir, to add to our difficulties - 
a very large proportion of our staff is on a temporary basis. Those people know 
that they are liable lo be thrown out and so naturally they have not taken tlw 
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same aiDOunl. ol niterest as they lAould have done otherwise. To meet He:; 

' expansion of traffic and to house the additional staff one requires more accom- 
modation in the shape of additional offices, additional quarters for the staff, 
additional accommodation in railway 'trams for parcels and letters, motor van^, 
equipment, and spare parts Tliese weie ‘almost unobtainable. Last year 1 
visited Calcutta and my visit to the G 1’ O was incognito; I stood behind the 
jicople and 1 found That the queues were too long I wrote to the Postmaster 
and I also instructed him personally that more offices should be opened m Olive 
Street ft 0111 winch most of tlie business came. We, tried, and tried, and 
tried, .ind wc sought the help oC the Hengal Chamber of Commerce, who of 
eouise wanted to help and they did ^.ly tliat they would help, 'but they were 
not able to find .vccoinmodation We lequested the Bengal Government and 
we tried through all sources, but we were not able to find accommodation. The 
difficulty was that we could not pay pugrre which a man in the street can 
There lias hecii diffienlty about eqmpinent and spares because they could not 
he obtained fiom abroad, and the capacity of our workshops was all directed 
at tuinmg out inati'rial for the defeme of the country Telephones were intro- 
diKcd into tills eoimtrv 60 years ago The number of telephones at the end 
of the war were We li.ave got a very ambitions programnu 

and our object is to li.ive 1 . 000 new telephones w ithin the next 
five yeai-s This would mean that the number of telephones during the fivj 
vears would he double of wb.it it w.is ai the end of this year 

Afy time i^ iiji .md 1 ci.ive your iiuliilgencc to sit dowm I oppose the 

^Ifcotion, Sir 

Mr. President: f am nut putlmg it to the Ifouso at .ill * 


Demand No 24 — Department of Labour 
Lnhour Policy of the Gooernment of India. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (X oiimiatecl Xon-Offitial)‘ Sir, I move: 

“Tlidt tho cleniHiid under the head ‘Department of Labour’ be reduced by Rg 100 '* 

My object in proposing this motion is to discuss the policy of tbp Govern- 
ment of Jndifi m dealing with the labour problems. The function of a Go- 
vernment III dealing with hibour problems is m my judgment tvvofold Their 
first function is to take legislative and executive measures, {o raise the levef 
of the conditions of life and work for the working classes so that in a measur- 
able distance of lime those conditions could be improved and the working 
classes brought to the level of equality with the other classes m the country. 
.\t least tiilic working classes of thi-, coimti^ should be raised to the level of 
the woiking classes of the adv meed countries I maintain that the working 
classes liave a right to obtmn a jiosition of equality with the other classes in 
the eoiuttry, not only in economic matters but also in social and political 
rnatteis This, Sir, is the first function of a Government in dealing with 
tlioir labour problems. 

The second function of a Government is under the present economic sys- 
tem, whiclj is capitalistic svstem, to mediate betw'cen the class of employers 
and their employees so that aiiv difforenees which may exist between the two 
may be settled fairly and justly Sir, the conditions under which the wor- 
king classes in this country live and work are extremely miserable. Their 
standard of life is extremely low and the conditions in our country are far 
behind those which exist in advanced countries. I shall not take much time 
in detailing tfiose conditions Tt will he enough if I say that if we compare 
the wages of the working classes in India and the ■usages of the working- 
olfURSos in the United St.ates of \menen, you will find that the wages in the 
United States of America are at least ten times as high as the wages in Indiav. 
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If you take Uie houses in winch tlie woikiiig classes in India have to live and 
the houses in which the working classes m the United Kingdom live, jou 
will find that in India for one single loom there will be at least two families 
living while in England no working class family generally has less than four 
to five rooms. In England the working classes nic given a fair measure of 

social security. In India there is absolutelv no social security for the wor- 

king classes I feel that it these conditions ate to be changed, it is the 
duty of the Government of India to make a plan by winch the conditions of 
the working classes m this country will ho improved and will be biouglit in 
a measurable distance of tune at least to the level of file conditions under 
which the working classes in advanced couiitiies work and live 1’lie ijiies- 
tion of making a plan for giving social semiitv to the woikiiig classes m tins 
country was discussed in a 'lVi[>arliite meeting I llinik about lliree ye.irs ago 
The Government of India at that time s.iid that they had no ml'oi niatioii. 1 
do not know what their department vi as doing 'I'liev aiipomted a Com- 
inittee to collect information 'L’hat Conmiittee took some time In my 
judgment it was too long a time The\ in.ide lepoils It w.is tlioiight at 
that time that the (ioveriiinenti of India would ..ippointi (’oinmittee to deal 
with the planning of social seeunty for the wotkiiiir cl.i'-'.es I hernd, Sir, 
at one time that Professor Beveridge, a wellknown gentleman in Faiglnnd, 
who planned social security measures in t(li.it eoimtiv. was to be bioiiglit 
here But ns a matter of fact, I found that the I lononi able 'IfemlH'r and 
his Department thought that tliere was no nsc* In mtriiiu' l’iol(>>s(n Beveiuliio. 
I’liev yiemselves wcie perhaps equally to I’lofcsMir 
labour mat lei s T heal'd again sometime ago th.it 
had made a tive-ycar plan It is not a jil.m foi five 
few measures somehow hroiight together .ind not a pi 
earned oiitl, jiromptlv and v igoiously , m m\ pulgmei 

more than sit months But the Government of liidi.i c.ills i( a H\e-V(Mi 
plan I shall leave it to the TJonoiirahle Memliei to u'lve the det.nls of his 
jilan If 1 sav anything lie may say tli.it I h.ive misiepre>,<-nie(l liiiii I 
feel that the Government has not , got a pl.m ami if they h.ive a pl.ui, it is 
extiemely m.tdeqnale and moreover they' are folhiwiiig a metliod of eairymg 
out of these small measures whieli cause imnecess.iry delay and w.iste of 
time 1 shair give one instance Take the ([iiesiion of hoiiis of woik 
Sometime ago they passed a measure de.iling with the lioiirs of wrnk m f.ic- 
toiies ' T think they mav after some time propose a ineasme dealing with 
the honts on r.ailw.ays After some time thev m.iy have nnothei llnul lue.i- 
siire dealing with the hours in mines I’eihaps, .vftei some inme lime thi y 
may deal with the hours of w'ork of dock-woi kers. and so on I tlimk this 
method of dealing wfifj! siihjeets wastes lime It may give iiedit to tlie Go- 
Acrnment of India to say that they have three or foiii or ti\e me.isiires being 
diseiLssed m the legislature but I feel it is .a w.iste of time T tlierefoie sug- 
gest to the Government to make a plan which will he adeipi.ite and whieli 
will make for progress Let them understand that the world lias aheady 
adv'anced mneli and if we want tb eateh up with (he woild within a measur- 
able distance of time we should march much faster than the woihl, to mak# 
up for arrears' and catch up with the world 'I'herefore it would not be 
eiioiigli if we march at the same rate at which the world is marelimg, because 
w'e are behind times and w^e have to make up the distnnee of the first lag 
I w'ould therefore suggest to the Government to make a plan which will be 
a comjdete plan and which will be vigorousK pursued and carried out within 
a measurable period of time. 

Then the Government should deal with the qiiestion of w.iges first wages 
not onlv as they are proposing in the sw'cated industries In India all 
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SirniJarly T would like, in the riist fi\e _\e.ir«. tlie (ioveiniiient to give 
proper, decent living and working condition!, to (lie noikers in all organised 
industries, such ns factories, mines, docks, j)lant<.itioiis, motor ti.insport and 


railways * ^ 

Then 1 would like the (Joveiiiineiit of linli.i also to take up the question 
of housing 7n my judgment both the Cential .nid provmeial ( iovcrnments 
are playing with the jnohlem of housing Tins question wiis discussed at a 
tripartite meeting and aHiommittee was appointed The (omniiltee repor- 
ted blit I am quite sure the (lovernment of India have not vet hnilt even 1000 
houses or rooms for the working cl.isses 'I'his is not dealing serionslv with 
the problem and much less solving it I’lie ( loverniiieni should make a 
plan which can he carried out within five veais for eonstriieting at least 
decent homes for one million workmen Then within the ne\t fne vears 
another one million will he provided so Hint witliin ‘Jo vears a fair jirriportion 
of the working classes m this oonnlrv will he jmqieilv Iioiised 

Rimilailv the Government of India should deal vvith tiu qiiesiion of the 
healtli of the woiking classes 'J'hey liave instituted a inca'inv of health 
insurance but Ihcy ai‘e making tlie same mistake again in deihng with the 
problem of heallh iiisnranee They have a ri'ensnie dealing wilh Ihe health 
insurance of factoiy workeis \fterwards tlu \ will fake up tlio ipieslion of 
the health of mine woikeis I would like Ihe < rovi i luneiit of India (o make 


a cnm]irehensive plan for henitli insnraufe for all indnslnal woikeis 

Similarlv I would like tlie Goveiiimenl of India to take up tlie ipicstion 
of formulating a selienie for uiiciniiho ineiit insurance Unemployment is 
appearing m this coniiliy and a veiv iaige niiinher of people arc tiuowii on 
the sheets We do not know what happens to ihem The (ioveinment 


is not taoklmg tlie problem at all I tiieicfore suggest lo them that during 
the tii’st five VI ars let Ihem make enc|miies and al least jireparo a sidietne 
which will be juaitieahle .uul winch ihev ma_\ he able to earrv out after three, 
four or five vears 


I would also like the (Ioveinment to piejsiie a scheme of some kind of 
retiieiiient lieuetils for the working ehisbcs \| jiieseiit we do jiot know 
vvliat liapjieiis to a woikei in .v faetoiy after he is 55 or 00. This slate of 
things CHimot hist I thereloie suggest to the (ioveinment immedi.itely to 
t(ake on hand tlie question ami make ji jilaii for intiodiienig some svstein of 
retirement benefits for the woiking classes Jf the (loveiniiieut makes such 
a plan and carry it out within tlie fiist five jears, 1 think wo shall have made 
some [irogiess, which the woikeis iii the eoiintiv will appieeiate 

Kegnidyig the question of mediation lietwien emplovers and eliqdovees in 
this couiilrv on a basis of fairness .uid jiistire to both paities, I do nut want 
to deal with the |)iohlein todav, heeaiisc 1 have dealt with it on a previous 
occasion I would now siiggi s( to tlie (ioveiliinent of India to consi.ler the 
question of tlie develiqnneiit of maehiiien to enable them to deal with tlie 
questions of soei.il security for workeis 'I'he (ioveinment some veais ago 
established a maehinerv called the 'IVqiartite failionr Conference and the 
Tripaitite ,Staiidnig Labour '■’oinmittee In niv judgment that machinery 
as worked by the (iovernment of India is not at all very strong It is lacking 
in personnel and vigour I wamld therefore like the (iovernment to take up 
the question of developing this muehinerv I am one of those who feel that 
a frijiartitc maehinerv can do verv useful woik in jdaiming measures for the 
uplift of the working classes of this counfiv and for Ihe establishment of social 
justice and thereby industrial jieace in this country ITnfortunately this 
machinery is not fiinetionjiig properly. Hi is not adequate I would like to 
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make a lew suggestions to tlio Honourable Member for develojiing tins 
niachiiioi^V 

My bist suggestion will be that th.s malnnoiy should have an independent 
chairman. I greatly appreciate the fact that the Honourable Minister him- 
self presides over thia^confereneo and the meetings of the committee but he 
must remember tliat as a member of the Goveuiment of India lie cannot find 
time to pieside o\er all the meetings of that coiifeicncc and of the committee. 
If ho must jiieside there will ahva%s be limitation on tho fmictionmg of tins 
organisation For instance, tlic I L O conference sj^ for three weeks I 
nm sure the IloiiourabJe Member would not be able to find the time to preside 
over a confeience for three weeks, which starts at 11 in (he morning and goes 
day after day till ,■), G or 7 p m Tlierefoie it is better that tins organisation 
should li.ivo an indejiendenl eb.iiimnn 

My second suggestion is 4h.it not only there should be an independent 
chairman but there should be a Duoctor of lugli status of tins Organisation. 
For m-staiice, the Director of the 1 1 j U is jiaid a fairly liiglr salary In (he 
Goveimueut of India they ha\e a Director but his salary compared to that of 
the Director of the 1 L O. would i.mk him as a hfth or even tenth rate otlieer. 
If you want to devcloji this machinery and woik it siiccesstiilly, vigorously 
and usefully you should pay the Dneetor a sal. try c^iial to th.it of fi beoret- 
iiry, aud he shouid have the status of a Sccietaiy I should like this oi- 
gamsation to have sufluient staff The I L O organisation iirepares the 
documents which are placed before the coiiferenee They jaeparo reports 
of the woik done, action t.ikeii and pi ogress made fiom time to time I 
would also like that the meetings of this orgams.ition should be longer 
Sometimes tlie conference lasto oiilv for .i day or two What can In' done 
m two dais time'’ The ILO conference meets for three weeks and yet 
it finds it ditTieult to deal with all tho subjects properly Therefon' our 
confeiPiiee also should meet for .i longer time 

Then, Sir, the lloiiouralile .Memhei , m order to find time to be able to 
preside ovei tlie meetings of tbe.>-e (’ominiUees and Conferences is proposing 
to abolish the Stamlmg Labour Conimiltie I think he is making a mistake 
If (.here is no time for him to preside over the meetings ol the Standing 
Labour Comnntteo, accept mv siiggi>stioii that there should be an indejiendent 
(3hairman It is wrong to abolish the iSbandmg Labour t'ommittec which I 
arn told his Department is jiroposing to do The Standing Labour Committee 
has a veiy impoil.mt function U) jiCifoim The Conforenee meets once a 
year. Dining the year the Standing Labour Committee can caiTV on the 
work of giving efTect to the recommendations of the Conference I’he llono- 
nrable Afemher's excuse for abolishing the Standing Taibour Committee is tJiat 
he is staiting some Industrial Committees He has started one I’liis 
morning he has annoniieed th.it another is going {n he started Did before 
both tjhese Coirimitteps meet he has aheady abolished the Standing Taihoiir 
Committee' I feel that it is a mistake and that the Hononrahle Afemher 
W’ill not do it 

Mv last suggestion to the (rovernment of India is this The Honour- 
able Afeniher’s Department is not strong enough to deal with all the labour 
problems of tins coimtrv so that within the raeasnrnble period of time the 
working classes of this eountrv will nttnin equality with the other classes in 
this connfrrv and with the working classes of the advanced countries of the 
world Tils Department has got a number of officers, but in mv judgment 
that Dep.artment is not strong enough T suggesi) to the Honourable Member 
let him have special expert officers for the important items to be de.slt with 
by his Department, T will suggest to him fo have an expert on the question 



GENSKAL BUDGET — LIST OK DEMANDS 1655 

of wages, an expwt dealing with the question of housing, another expert deal.- 
ing with the question of health, etill another expert dealing with the question 
of unemployment, and yet another one dealing with the question of oldage 
pensions and retirement benefits. I would also suggest to him besides having 
these experts for different iljems of work he should have different experts for 
different industries. There should be one expert for dealing with factories. 

1 am told that his Department has got a Factory Adviser. I am glad that 
the Department lias ihm. But the Honourable Member should have other 
experts in the Deportment, in <lio Secielariat here, who will deal with the 
question of mines, with the question of trans|)ott industry, with the question 
of plantations, with tlie question of agriciiltiiiral wiakers 8ir, if he has got 
a sufficiently large number of expert officers m liis Department f have no 
doubt that there will be much more progress than the (loxernment ot India 
is able to make with the present Department 1 hope the (loveniment of 
India will not mind tlie expenditure The money spent on having these 
officers m the Secretanafc who will promote measures for the social welfare of 
the working rlasscs will not be money wasted , In iny judgment it will be 
moiiev saved I therefoie suggest to the (Jovernnienfc of Iiiclui not to mind 
the exjiense which is involved in keeping .a sufficient mirnlier of expert offi- 
cers in the Department. 

Sir, one mole Miggeslioii behire I sit down 

Mr, President; I have no objection to allow the Honourable Member if 
other Members liav'c no obiiitioii The llonoiiiabh' Member lias nlreiwlv 
taken 24 minutes. 

Mr. N. M. Joslll: My last point is this. When you have expert officers, give 
them sufficient power hj deal with the subjects which are entrvisted to them 
and do not hamper their activities by what is called the Secretariat control. I 
am not against Secretariat I fully realize the need of having a good Secre- 
tariats But the Secretariat ha.s a knack of pieveiiting woik being done. The 
Secretariats of the Government of Intli.v know one thing, they know how not 
to do a thing. I therefore suggest to the Government of Tndi.v to leave these 
officers free so that they will make schemes and these schemes may be carried 
out in practice, so that the working clas.ses in this country wall benefit. I feel 
that the Government of India should give, up the present policy which is a 
policy of inaction, which is a policy which in my judgment is timid and ha’b- 
ing. They should adopt a bolder policy, a policy which will lead to the pro- 
gress of the working classes in tins country within a measurable period of 
time. 

Mr. Preaident: Cut motion moved: 

“That the demand under the head ‘Department of Labour’ he reduced by Re. 100 “ 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad; Sir, [ agree with most of the arguments advanced 
by my friend Mr. Joshi. But I feel that he is living in the year 1946 and 
backwards and not in the year 1947 .He has not sufficiently advanced. He 
must realise that in these days everything is decided by counting of heads and 
show of hands. In every political organisation all over the world labour will 
always defeat every other party by counting heads. Therefore the government in 
future will rest with labour and not w th the persons who obstruct and stand 
in the way of the progress of labour That is the principle in which, whether 
you like it or not', the w'orld is moving from 1947 onwards. I suggested to 
him sometime ago — and I think if w'e sulopt th’s principle most of his troubles 
will end — that labourers in every industry should be treated as business part- 
ners and nob as employees of the capitalists. Once this principle is accepted 
a large number of th’ng.s which, he has suggested will follow as the fogial conse- 
quence. I think the first thing that has started in the year 1947 is that labour 
will not allow' itself to be treated as the servant of any class of people who 
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will be in tile iiiiiiority in evoiy le^'isliif uio and ever^ w lieie. Tiiorelore tb« 
ui.ijoiity, w InoJi will be J.iboiir, will nut allow il'.elf to bo ruled in tlieir own 
way by the niinoiity, wlnoli !■, the capitalists, Tlieiofor^I beseech that it you 
really want to luiie a >;<>od atinosplifie in the indiibtrial development, then 
laboui should bo treated as business partner Accept tins pr.neipio and the 
other things will follow naturally Ei'erythin" wliK-h Mr, Josln has suggested 
will rither loliow or will he unnecessary because some of the trouhles mentioned 
by Inni will end if tins piineiple is iiec*epted 

i entirely agree with Mr Josln that housing should be treated as an impor- 
tant prohlein. A!o factory should be recognised as a factory unless it has 
sufficient hygienic and comfoitable accommodation for every employee — I use 
tho word ‘employee’ for tbo time being — or worker in the factory, may be be 
IB the Dneetor or may be he is the last l.ibourer 'I'liis should be a condition 
precedent toi the reeogniUon oL .my f.ietoiy m this country. 

the seecnid thing is tint it is not tlio Imsuiess of the tiov ernnieiit but it is 
tlio business of llie industnes themselves to piovide all flie anieinbies lor tbeir 
laboureis t ine.m education tor .uliilts, sixial clubs and all such facilites .ire 
to he 2 ’>'o\ided thene b.iliour --houlcl feel Unit the factories are their homes 
and Ole not |ails ]oi indentmcsl laboui 'I'liis is (be atriios[iheic wliieli we 
ought to cie.ite in c-veiv lacloiv Tlien .ind tlicni alone will the almospheic 
which .Mr Josln li.is in view will he ereatcsl lie suggested sonic (line ago — I 
did not loliow Unit jiait ol ins s|)c-eeli -.met T .igiee wiUi Inm and I sav now 
that in every factoiy an elected icpresentalive of laliour should sit in the Board 
of Directols lie must he a Dneetor (hele In .cdditloli to (his oiu» Director, 
them should he a Diri'cdor appointc'd hv the (Joveininc'iit It is like the 
Pirector .appointed by (lie Scwret.iry of Stab- on the (’omp.my-iii.in.iged rail- 
wav, to .let as till- walcli-clog of (he fiicli.iii tas|ia\oi« So, lie will be th > 
watchdog of the Tjegisl.itiiic’ .md (lie w.itehclog of (hose ortranisations which 
look after the interests of lulioiir If you have tlieao (wo n'piescidativos, a 
reprc^'sentative of the workincni .nut a lepiescidaUvc' of tho (lovennnenl, on tlio 
Board of Directors, many of tho existing evils wi'l disappear Tho rompanies 
Act sliould be amendi'cl .loeonlinglv in older (o soenro this olpect T iindnr- 
stand that this tiling is necess.irv and prohablv manv oUic^r things are required 
whioli necessitate tlie ainenciriient of Uii> Doinpamea Act 

The other thing is that tlw'sc lahoiiiers should have a <-nmmon moss It 
may be vogclnri.an or non-veget.irian Oneo or twiee a wee^k, the diieetors, 
all tlio high offici.ala .and even tho managing diroetors must have meals (ogelher, 
so that thev mav meet on tlio same level Tf tho managing clirrefor sits on 
the 7tL TIe.aven and the l.ihoiirers on the 1st TTeaven or even below the earth, 
there will not bo cremated the neeessarv atmosyiherc whieli will eondnep to har- 
monious relationship. They should meet as equals and business partners. 
Siihi’pct to the prejudiees wh-’cli are sometimes unavoidable in eonnootion with 
soeiul societies, there .should be ,a common mess in whieh all these people 
should have meals 

The next thing is that if we want onr industries to he in a flonrising condi- 
tion We must have hofh intern.al and external markets For the internal mar- 
ket we must rai.se the stand. ml of living increase the purchasing pow'er of the 
laboiirers who form the bulk of the population of tho eoiintrv T go one step 
further and T do not know whether mv friend Mr .Toshi will agree with me 
You must not be salisfied only with the internal market. You must also 
rapture the external market Otherwise the industrVs will not flourish In 
order to capture the external market it is very desirable that (he, cost of pro- 
duction should be as cheap ns possible bee.anse” most other countries are using 
machinery and we employ only man power. It is therefore necessnrv that our 
workneen should work h.arder We ought not to feacli them to be lazy, onlv 
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to demand facilities and dolio work. We must train them to do harder work- 
th.-ui they have been doing so far. 1 am not in favour of 56 hour week or 48 
hour week or 42 hour week I never like .i thing of this kind In a factory 
ever^vbody must have two months of holidays and it should he open to him 
either to enjoy the two months on full pay or if he wants to work he must be 
given double pay for these two months 'J'lio lactones must be kept going all 
the ’ car round Tiieic should be no holid.u in tlic f.ictory We may employ 
extra staff in order to relieve the men but the factory itself should not he 
closed even for one minute, consistently with the life of the machinery and 
other tr.iditions These hibonreis should woik m (he same spirit as the capi- 
talists W'c know th.it the capitalist woiks up to 2 m the morning in order 
to (dose and iid|ust his .icconnts Tf \on want the labourer to be treated as 
a business partner and give him all the amenities, you mu.st at the same time 
make him do the work with the same enthusiasm and in the s.une spirit as the 
capitalist If the cost of production goes up, you will not be able to compete 
with the world markets As far as the internal market is concerned, wo can 
adjust the thing by means of import and export restrictions but with regard to 
the external market we must try to make things cheaper That is the thing 
which I would like to insist upon 

I entirely agree with my friend m regaid to thg I L.O. and other confer- 
ences which ho mentioned If \ou treat labourers ns business partners then 
the necessity for many of these things will disappc.ir or will be- minimised 
Jdvorytliing will be solved bv the l.iboiiicis tlicnis<dvcs m their own way and 
tbo (picst'on of udiudic.ition or tbe mlerfticiicc of tbc experts will not arise 
at all. 

At the same time there should be frequent contciciices between emjilovers 
and employed, and .iKo tbo coiHumois .\11 tlicse people should bo repre- 
st?'ited, so that we c.iii < oiisider the progress of the movement as a whole 
You cannot consider only one aspect, leaving out tho others The consumers 
are in a ina|onty .ind vet their interests aie 'alwavs neglected That is be- 
cause they are not organised properly. That is a thing which we have got to 
consider if we w.int to compete in the world m.irkets and also in the markets 
inside the country. 

If labour is treated as a business partner, then tbe labourers should w’ork 
w'lth tho same enthusmsiii as the capitalist and not insist on workmg only a 
particular number of lioPis a day, it may be 8 or 0 Ihey must be prepared 
to ^Acak longei liour.s aceoidmg to the neces-.ities of the iiioniem Tins should 

bo till feeling ot every laboiiior in a faetorv Only if this feeling is created, 

can we hope to compete m tbe world niaikets .aid then alone shall wo be able 
to obliterate altogether the differences that now exist between employers and 
employees. These two words will then disappear fiom the Webster’s dic- 
tion. iry and will iiavo no meaning With these woids, I resume my seat 

Mr. S. Guruswami (Nominated Noii-Ofliciul). i rise to support tho motion 

moved by my Honourable friend Mr Josbi In doing so, 1 fully realise that 

the Honourable the Labour Member has not been long enough in office and I 
sliall not be as harsh towards him as I should otherwise like to be The social 
policy of the Government will be judged by its labour policy. Therefore the 
Member in charge of the Laboup Department bolds the most responsible posi- 
tion in tho Government of India We expect much from him because he re- 
presents a popular Government. Last year I bad the honopr of moving a cut 
motion criticising the previous Government for its failings. On that occasion 
I had the fortune of being supported by the Congress Party. I would like 
Honourable Members representing the Congress Party to fully support the cri- 
ticism which I made against the previous Government in regard to its policy or- 
absenoe of policy in regard t? unemployment. The problem that is going to 
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[Mr. y. Guruswami] ^ 

imijujdiatelj present itscll is the pixiblem ot uueniplojmeut. Due to the war, 
nearly hve million workers got additional employment. Due to post-war con- 
ditions, sooner or later there is a threat to the employment of these men. Not 
only mat, mdustinU workers who would otherwise have obtained employment; 
will not have the avenues of employment which would normally have been 
open to them but ior these post-war oondit ons in these, circumstances, 1 
ahali be failing in my duty if 1 do not emphasise the seriousness of the tbreali 
upon employment and urge upon the Labour Member to take active steps to 
meet that problem before it is too late. In the latter portion of the year 1915 
the Labour Department issued circulars to various Departments of the Go*'- 
erament asking for information about the probable post-war unemployment 
that might be caused by the discharges ot workeis m various Departments 
They have constituted Employnient Exchanges, but I would like the Labour 
Member to tell this House what is the exact position of those men who have 
been thrown out of employment m the post-war period and what are the pros- 
pects of employment awaiting them^ Dr Zia Uddin AJiniad said that ho 
was against tho reduction of working houis We aie for the lediiction of work- 
ing iiours and that for .i \erv big principle Abraliain Lincoln said thut as 
long ns there are able-bodied men w'llling to w'ork, but unable to find employ- 
ment so long the workmg^liours arc too long I want the Labour Member to 
accept this pnnciplo and to promote actively the pohev of the leductinn of 
hours so tliat employment mav be shared by all the able-bodied men Tnat 
is a point which I would like to emphasise very often because if it is not 
tackled from now, it will become impossible for the Labour ^^enlber to tackh’ 
it latei on 

'L'hen, Sir, the Labour Member lias been responsible for mtroduemg several 
labour measures, but most of them were foimulated by his predecessor. As a 
Congressman myself, 1 want to be the supporter of one of his measures for 
jvhicb the Congress itself can take sole credit by promoting a scheme of social 
security, by providing unemplojinent insurance, by providing against risk of 
old age and the death of the bread-winner of family. Unless these steps are 
taken, labour will not be satisfied India is going to get freedom next year, 
but her International st.atus will be judged by the number of the latifications 
of the International Labour Conventions undertaken by the Ijabour Depart- 
ment. Sir, the Government of India is the greatest labour employer in th'S 
country. T am glad that there is one good point about the Trade Disputes 
Bill which might became law very shortly, namely, that it covers workers not 
only in factories but also in agricultural undertakings and in civil service. I 
w'ant him to promote joint standing machinery which would deal with problems 
as and when they arise without causing unnecessary friction between the 
employer an([ the employed. There should be well laid down targets which 
must be achieved within five years * 

He has been convening labour conferences, but I am sorry to say that an 
organisation of the standing of the All-India Bailwaymen’s Federation, which 
represents a million workers, has not been consulted. I do not know what is 
the five years plan which is being discussed with the other organisations. But 
I would request him to consult an organisation like the All-India Bailwaymen’s 
Federation and also to consult organisations which deal with plantation labour 
and also to promote organisation of labour in argicultural undertakings. Under 
the provisions of the Trade Disputes Bill agricultural workers are also included. 
It would be good if the Government took active stepa to promote a Labour 
Code like the French Labour Code or the Code which is prevalent in many of 
the South American States which would lay down the policy regarding the 
minimum conditions of service that should subsist in a pdHicular industry. • I 
want him also to say another thing, whether he would not modify the factory 
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legislation to remove the lacuna that has been frequently complainGd 

of, namely, what is not being done to dock workers and the port workers under 
the provisions of the Factones Act. Today thousands of industrial workers, 
like the dock workers and the port workers, have not got the 

benefit of the limitation of working hours and other benefits of the 
Factones Act. I want him not to delay the introduction of neces- 
sary legislation for bringing this class of workers within the pro- 

visions of the Factories Act and also to provide a proper labour standard for those 
workers who have been outside. Lastly, I want him again to place before him- 
self the idea that he should within a period of five years promote a comprehensive 
schfH.. ui social security This is a thmg which even lae Tory GuvenimeucE 
of otUer countnes have achieved. I know that this Government represents 
leaders who have suffered for the country and who have sacrificed for the 
couiitrj’ and therefore it should not lag behind those countries where even Ihe 
Tories have been able to promote such social legislation. I would therefore 
appeal to them within the short space that is available to them to promote an 
active policy of social security and also a policy of increasing the standard of 
life of the so-called industrial workers and also the agricultural workers and to 
define a living wage on the principles which are defined in the Australian legis- 
latTo The mere introduction of a legislation providing for minimum wages 
by which nothing is meant is of no use. The objective of the Government' 
should be to promote legislation to secure an equitable standard of living of 
the workers consistent, of course, with the economic conditions of the country 
Rut that does not mean that tliey should be made to accept starvation woges 
when other classes are enjoying luxury. There must be a policy of even a 
‘•apital levy in orde» to secure for the workers a condition where living wages 
are attained and where social security is recognised as an integral part of the 
Government legislation. With these words I support the cut motion that has 
beef moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Joshi. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Sir, our friends who have spoken have to recognise 
that it is not only the industrial proletariat who are to be treated as prole- 
tariat in this country but there are also various other classes who are obliged 
to eke out their living both by wage labour and also in cottage industres 1 
am glad my Honourable friend Mr. Guruswami has this time made a promi- 
nent mention of the existence of agricultural labour and I think the House 
ought to congratulate itself upon having accepted the suggestion of the Gov- 
ernment themselves to include labour within the terms of the Industrial Dis- 
putes Bill. This is a very great departure indeed and a very happly departure 
too and I trust that the Government of India will hereafter try to pay as 
much attention to the needs of agricultural labour as they have done so far to 
industrial labour. But in addition to industrial as well as cottage industrial 
workers, we have another very important section of workers and they are the 
forced labour. Very little attention has so far been paid to their welfare. 
Epoputlv we have heard that Government were thinking of appointing a Com- 
mittee to inquire into their conditiqns, but so far nothing tangible has happened. 
I want Government to do something very active in this direction. 

Coming to agricultural labour again, I wish to suggest to Government that it 
is their duty, as they have considered it to have been their duty in the past 
in revsrd to the industrial proletariat, to try to encourage the organisation of 
the agricultural labour. They have not been able to organise themselves so 
fherwfore the Government ought to go out of ife way in order to pro- 
vide necessary steps for their betterment. They ought to go and carry on 
necessary propagate amongst the sigricultural labour and encourage them to 
organise themselves. Then, there are the cottage industry workers. In 
England there is an institution known as Trade Boards. 'When they were organ- 
ised, the Government specifically stated that one of the objects vrith which 
the Trade Boards were being established was to help those labourers, ' who 
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were found to be uiiurganisable, to oi^amse themselves under the auspices of 
the Trade Boards. Similar institutions will have to be organised and similar 
efforts will have to be made to encourage our agricultural labour to. organise 
themselves ^ 

A large portion of our cottage industrial vcprkers happen to be wage 
libourers and today they derive little protection indeed from the h’aotory Act 
or from any other labour legislation. The Workmen’s Compensation Act 
and the various other Acts have to be extended to agricultural labour as welt 
as cottage industry workers. At present they have not been extended with 
tiic result that they are not able to take advantage of this legislation. 

1 do suggest that there should be joint standing labour committees, they 
must be oiganised not only for organised industries, hut also for other indus 

Tile iiiuit important 'thing is the provision of housing. I should like to 
warn the Government that whenever they provide housing for labour 
in tills country, they should not contine tneir attention only to towns and 
fafluiy labour alone Agricultural workers in our villages happen to be nviug 
in novels and mud huts and in any scheme of providing housing for labour 
tJie fust priority should be given to agricultural labour. The Government 
Should set apait funds for providing housing for agricultural labour first 
Ijast ye.ir we were loid by tlie iionourable the i'mance Member that large 
sums of money were being set apart in order to encourage provincial govern- 
meats to provide housing establishment for lower middle classes and aiso foi 
labour. But we have not been given detailed nformation at all as to ilio 
IHOgros.s made m that direction. I therefore wish to suggest that whenever 
the Goveiiimont spend money at all on improvement of housing conditions for 
labour, \ major portion of it should be spent over villages for the improvement 
of housing conditions of our agr cultural labour and second prionty alone should 
be given to industrial labour. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I may assure my Honourable friend that I am not at all 
against agricultural labour 

Prof. N, Q. Ranga: Merely because industrial labour is more vociferious, 
their needs are better attended to. 

Mr N. M. Joshi: I can assure my Honourable friend that I also stand for 
Hgriculbur.il labour more than 1 stand for industrial labour. I can give this 
assurance straightway. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: I am glad to Imve this assurance now. I only wish 
that my Honourablo friend Mr. Joshi took this stand consistently ftir the 
past 2S je.irs during which he has been working for labour He should have 
Wiken up the cause of agricultural labour also and in that case, their position 
would hive been much better than it is now Unfortunately my Honourable 
friend .and other leaders of labour in this country, whenever they talked of 
labour, they were concentrating more upon industrial labour than upon agri- 
cultural l.abour and my warnings given both here as well as outside in regard 

agrici Uiiral labour have gone in vain. Fortunately now the National Gov- 
eri linen t has begun to pay some special attention to agricultural labour and 
therefore I congratulate this Government. Then there is the question of social 
s^curitica, old age pensions and retirement benefits I want all these things 
Tlie irou’ole is that these facilities must be provided for all classes of labour. 
If any piiority were to be given, it should be shown to the class of people 
called agricultural labour and forced labour, not so much to industrial labour 
The imlu.strial labour is paid twice or thrice as much as agricultural labour. 
Nofeody pays any attention to the poor agricultural labour at all. Neither 
the provmoial government nor the Ceittral Goven^ent did anything for them 
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till now. Therefore I suggest when you demand this costly service, for 
Heaven’s sake, be moderate in your demands, and if ytou grant these benefits 
to labour, then grant it to all classes of labour in this country and give such 
standard of social securities to labour so that the Government would not get 
broke by the heavy expenditure. After all we have got to consider the finances 
of the country, the funds that are at the disposal of the country. We have 
now come into our own. Wo have to get into grips with our finances. We 
have to find out what is the total amount of money that we might be able to 
get from the provincial governments and the Central Government for the wel- 
fare of labour. Let us first of all consider that. Let us fight to get more and 
more for labour. Once you get the money, let us see how best we can distri- 
liute it in various directions for the social welfare of labour generally. In 
fhat also we have to decide which particular class of labouring class or work- 
ing class should have first priority. If you keep all these considerations in 
mind, then it will be possible for any one to see this thing in the proper pers- 
pective and realise that industrial labour has got to make up its mind to wait 
a little longer before it can ask for more privileges and in this way industrial 
labour should help agricultural labour and cottage industrial workers to come 
to their own. 

Qhaudh^ Sri Ohand (Nominated Non-Ofificial) • (The Honourable Member 
spoke in Hindustani. For Hindustani text nee Appendix to the Hebates for the 
10th March 1947 English translation givap below. — Ed. of D.) Sir, ray learned 
J’riend Prof. Ranga has made a true statement. In fact no pro- 
vinciil government pays any heed to agricultural labour and, - perhaps, 
the Central Government do not even know that cultivators require labourers 
or that there are any labourers in the villages and the condition of those who 
are there. Since the last few months the condition of Agricultural labour has 
greatly improved. Unfortunately, some persons have made it a means of their 
livelihood to collect contributions in the name of the Congress or some other 
body. They go to the villages and incite the farmers, the cultivators and the 
labourers against one another and these quarrels have all the more deteriorat-'- 
ed their condition. I want to draw particular attention of the Government to 
tliese people who by false propaganda want to create friction between the culti- 
vators and the labourer in the villages. These men go to these uneducated 
poor people and collect thousands of rupees in the name of some organization 
from them. In view of the poverty oi these people Government should take 
immediate steps to safeguard them. 

There is another thing to be considered. It has already been said on the 
floor of the House that after the war a great number of people will be thrown 
out of employment, and that the Government will have to find work for them 
Keeping this in view I want to draw the particular attention of the Government 
<0 the fact that in Delhi Province cultivable land of fifteen villages, which is 
n source of livelihood to the people of those villages, is being acquired throwing 
nearly twenty-five thousand cultivators and labourers out of employment. 
They are being given no land in exchange. It is said that the land acquired 
from them will be converted into a green belt of gardens, etc Efforts are being 
made to take land from the villagers for the benefit of the towns people with- 
oijt giving them any land in exchange or making provisions for their livelihood. 
It is said that they will be employed by the Government and the profit from 
the produce of the land will be distributed among them and liius they will 
liecome rich. So far as my experience goes about the Government Agricultural 
Farms they are all i-un at a loss. I have seen no agricultural farm yielding 
any profit. In view of this Government is deceiving those people by holding 
■ out. prospects of profit. Thus, they are being ruined. I particularlv request 
the Labour Member not to acquire the lands of the cultivators of Sultanpore and 
Lailoti, but instead of it acquire the lands of cultivators round Aligunj. 
The land of 128 villages on Muttra Hoad may be acquired. Why do you acquire 
laAd which is better oultiyahle. I inform the Labour Member that Uie 
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25,000 people who will be thrown out of, employment will swell the number 
of unemployed after the war. 

Now consider a while. People working in factories when come out of their 
workshops do not appear as coming out of a factory but they look as if they 
were coming out of a hospital. They look withered and unhealthy. There is 
no arrangement for the education of their children. We hear everyday that 
Government of India takes great interest in the welfare of the labourers. These 
are mere words and no action. Government reach there when there is a 
strike or any other such thing to order firing at them. They have no place 
to live ip. Some sleep in the factory, and some on the footpath. They work 
all the day long in the factory. They get no milk, no ghee, etc., nor is any 
heed paid to the education of their children. I request the Labour Member 
to watch the people coming out of a factory and see their plight with his own 
eyes. I request that something should be done to better their condition. 
Increase in their pay and reduction in the hours of working will do them no 
good if no arrangements are made for the education of their children. 

Government must take some immediate steps to stop the efforts of the 
misohiefmongers in the villages. They should acquire some other lands in 
the Delhi Province instead of the lands they are planning to acquire because 
Government have plenty of land. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 
nth March, 1947. _ 
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Tho Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V Mavalankar) in die 
Chair. 

STAKKED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES 

(a) Oral Answers 

Stbikbs in the Coalixblds of Bengal and Bihae due to Low Wages and 
Employment op Women undbbqbound 

828. *8001 Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Labour please 
state- 

(a) whether Government arc aware that there have been labour trouble 
and 8tr,ikeB in the coalfields of Bengal and Bihar due to low wages, and women 
labour being employed underground; 

(b) if so,' the measures taken by Government in this matter; 

(c) whether it is a fact that Government propose to take up a scheme ot 
labour welfare and social insurance, for labour in general, and 

(J) if so, tho basic improvements that would follow from this scheme ol 
labour welfare and social insurance? 

Tho Honourable Shri Jagjivan Ram: (a) and (b) J'or a brief statement of 
the causes of industrial unrest m the coalfields and of the measures taken to 
al'av this unVest, I would refer the Honourable Member to my reply to the 
que&tion No. 66 put by Babu Earn Narayan Singh on the 5th February The 
ban on the working of women underground which was temporarily 'lifted during 
the wartime was re-imposed with effect from Ist Februajy 1946 This ho» 
nothing to do with the strike situation. 

(c) and (d) Government intend promoting a number of measures designed 
to hung about an improvement in Jiving and working conditions of workers. 
Some of them will be legislative and others will take the form of agreements 
between employers and workers It is difficult to comprise within the form 
of an answer to a question all the measures that Government intend taking 
in this direction. If the Honourable Member has in his mind the Health 
Insurance Scheme, I may state that the Workmen’s State Insurance Bill as 
introduced in this House last November provides for a combined scheme of 
sickness, disablepient and maternity benefft insurance This scheme is in- 
tended to be ajiphed in the first instance to workers in factories using pow» 
and employing 20 or more persons. Once a proper administrative machinery 
is created and is functioning, the intention is to extend tho scheme of insur- 
ance to as many categories of workers as possible. 

Beth Govtnd Das: As the Honourable Member has said that it Is difficult 
for him to give a comprehensive reply about the welfare measures which the 
Government is intending to take in this respect, will the Honourable Member 
be able to make any comprehensive statement in the near future as far as 
these .^measures are concerned? 

The Honotiralde Shrl Jagjivan Bam: I may be making a statement — ^it may 
not be a comprehensive statement — m reply to the out motion which is already 
before the House. 

Xr..'E. 0. Neogy: Is the Honourable Member aware that women ooutmue 
lo be employed underground in coal mines in certain Indian States? 

(1663 ) 
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Tbs Honourable Shrl Jagjivan Bam: I am not definite on that point, Bir. 

Mr. K, C. Neogy: Will tho Honourable Member make enquiries into that 
matter, and find out how tho Indian States stand in regard to this question 
having regal'd to the fact that the restriction is the result ot an International 
Convention ? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Bam: I will ascertain 

Amendment or Addixoh’s Ceetiekaie Elles 

829. *Seth Govmd Das: Will the Tlonourablo Member tor Commerce be 
pleased to state 

(a) ivhotlier it m a fact th.it Goveinment have recently amended the Auditor’s 
Certihc.ito ilules 10t>2, to ledueo tho iicnod of aiticled cleikship for the Regis- 
tered Accountancy Goiiise fioni four to three yeais m tlie c.ise of Gonnuerce 
graduates and such othei guidiiates as h.ivo secured GO per cent of tho aggre- 
gate inaiks in then degree examination, 

(bj wheGiei it is a fact that tlie aineiided lule place', M A 's and Honours 
graduatea on a p.ir with if A (Fuss) graduates who' wilt all have Lo undergo 
four years couise of articled cleikahip, 

(c) whether (hiieiMuient aic .iwaie that the courses piesciibed for Honours 
and M A J'lxaminaiions art inoie advanced and the standards of \aIuation of 
papers higher than those for the oidiiiary H A (Pass), 

(d) whciher (’oveinment are awaie of the discontent felt by M A ’s and 
Honours graduates in the matter, 

(e) whether their attention has been drawn lo a litter of protest against 
the amended rule which appeared in “The Registered Aceounlanf of July 
1946; 

(f) whether Government have received any other representation against the 
amended rule; and 

(g) whether they propose to consider the desirability of removing this 
grievance of M A 's and Honours Graduates? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Mr. I, I. Chundrlgar: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes Under the amended lule .‘10 of the .Auditor’s Certificates Rules, 
1932, all persons, who have passed a Hcgrcc Examination, will be required 
to undergo four years’ practical traming, except those who have passed the 
Degree Examination with Accounting Auditing and Mercantile or Commercial 
Law, or obtained at least 60 per cent, of the total marks in the examination, 

(c) Yes. 

(d) No, the M.A’s and Honours graduates have always -been placed on 
a par with ordinary graduates in so far as the duration of articles is coneemed. 

(e) and (f). No protests have been received Suggestions from certain 
individuals to the efifect that the concession should also be allowed to M. A’a 
and Honouras graduatea were received after tho amendment was published in 
the Gazette of India for criticiam. These suggestions were not accepted aa 
it was felt by Government that first class graduates and those who had passed 
the Degree Examination with Accounting, Auditing and Mercantile or Com- 
mercial Law were better equipped to pick up practical work than ordinary 
M. A 'a or Honouras graduates. 

(g) For the reasons already given it is not considered desirable to re-open 
the question. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: May I know if in tho representations he baa received, 
these M.A. gentlemen ask for more money for themselvea or if they are a 
tha^ B A.'n should be paid less? 
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The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigai: There is no question of M.A.'s and 
B.A.’s wanting money. The question is that if a man wants to be trained 
as a liegtstered Accountant, he has to undergo apprenticeship or training with 
a certain Hegistered Accountant That period of tiaiiiing normally is four 
years, but in certain special cases mentioned here, namely in case of those 
who have taken a course in Accountancy, Audit or Commercial Law, they are 
given an exemption for ono year. So, they undergo training for three years 

INDU’8 CoNTEIBUTlON TO U.N. R. R. A. FOB ReLIEE WOEK AND CoMMUNAL 
Composition of its Indian Staff 

830. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafter: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member please state what contiibutioii for relief woik lias been made by the 
Government of India to the United Nations Rehabilitation and Reconstruction 
Association during the year 194G-17? 

(b) Is any amount likely to be contnbuted by India foi the ^ear 1917-481’ 

(c) What IS the total strength of the stall of the United Nations Rehabili- 
tation and Reconstruction Association? 

(d) How many of these are Indian nationals, Miisluns aud non-Muslims/ 

(e) What are their salaiies and allowances? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundngar: (a) No fresh contribution was Tnndo, 
but expenditure was incurred during the year against the original contribution 
of rupees eight crores. 

(b) No. 

(f) 17, .'572 (as on .3Jst December, 1946) 

(d) 33 Indian nationals of whom three are Muslims and 30 non-Muslims 

(e) A statement m laid on the table 


Sen il 
No. 

PoKitions 

S'^Ury 

per 

annum 

Community 



Rs. 

per annum. 


1 

Director end Li iison Officer (New Delhi 
Office. 

24,650 

Sikh. * 

2 

Region'll Medical Officer 

22,850 

Hindu. 

3 

Regional Chief Economic Anal>Bt and In- 
form.’tion Officer. 

20,160 

Indhan Cnriatian. 

4 

Eoonomio Analyst nnd Information 
Officer. 

19,260 

Hindu. 

6 

Industrie,! Rehabilitation Officer 

18,760 

Do. 

« 

Aoeountant, Grade IT . . . 

16,950 

Do. 

7 

Finance officer .... 

16,200 

Do. 

? 

Field Aocountont ... 

16,200 

Indim Chriatian. 

» 

Aeoonntant Grade 9 . . . . 

12,600 

Hindu. 
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Serial 

No. 

Positions 

Salary 

pep 

annum 

Coinmiinity 

10 

Accountant Gr ide 9 . . . . 

Rs. 

per annum 

12,650 


11 

C imp Wolf ire Offloer in It-tly 

11,700 

Ditto. 

12 

Auditor ...... 

10,3.50 

Indi in Christian. 

13 

Assist vnt Procurement OUcer 

9,922 

Hindu. 

U 

.Tumor Account tnt 

8,600 

Siks. 

15 

Ditto .... 

8,600 

Hindu. 

16 

Assist int Depot M .ster .... 

8,150 

Muslim. 

17 

Administr itive Assist mt . . . 

7,798 

Hindu. 

18 

SoTatvry ...... 

6,075 

Anglo-Indian. 

Id 

Adimmstr itive Assistant 

6,9 -.0 

Hindu. 

20 

Secret iry ..... . 

6,950 

Indi in Christian. 

21 

Ditto ...... 

6.9 >0 

Hindu. 

22 

Stmognplior 

6,9 -.0 

Ditto. 

23 

Accounts Goner il A-isistant 

6,670 

Ditto. 

24 

Stenogripher ...... 

4,964 

Ditto. 

23 

Typist ....... 

2,835 

Ditto. 

26 

Ditto 

2,520 

Ditto. 

27 

Mossongor ...... 

766 

Muslim. 

28 

Ditto . . 

756 

Hindu. 

29 

Sweeper ...... 

252 

Ditto. 

30 

driver ^ 

945 

Muslim. 

31 

Reports Officer in Washington 

10,620 

Hindu. 

32 

I Inform tion .is to the ex ict salaries and 


Hindus. 

33 

y design tions of 2 persons in Italy is 
J aw -ited. 




N.B.— (1) Tiie living allowances for China and USA are follows : - 

China ...... CNC 2(},000 per day or 

I bout Rs. 2S. 


U. S. A. . . , . . , U.8. $6-00 per day. 

(2) Toe Administration has a l^rovident Fund t'le e nolo mos contributing 6% 
and t le employer 7)%. An Employee be-onei elipbla for the Adminia* 
tr turn’s contribution .dter he His oompletei ax uoutha set^oe* but he 
does not have an} share in the interest accrued to t le Fund. 
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Mr. Mann Subedar: Will the Honourable Member tell this House that if 
three crores contribution was made by India in a year of distress for the relief 
of others, whether this country received anything from any part of the world 
for the relief of the food crisis through which we were passing ? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundiigar: Several questions were asked on this 
point and when a motion was placed before the House for discussion as to 
whether a further contribution of two crores should be made to U. N. R. R. A., 
the little assistance that we received from the other countries was^ mentioned 
in my speech. Beyond that, we have received nothing. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of this experience of India that in our distress 
nobody comes to our help, will Government now examine the policy of hesita- 
tion with regard any such request for international help which may be asked 
in future, because charity must begin at home? 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1. Ghundrigar: The question is always examined from 
all points of view and this will certainly be one. of them. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Could the Honourable Member give us an idea as to what 
this Association is doing for India as such besides giving a few jobs to its 
nationals? 

Mr. Manu Subedar: India is not eligible. 

The Honourable Mr. I. I Ghundrigar: This Organisation was for the relief 
and rehabilitation of the countries occupied by the enemy. 

Tempoeaby Hutments and Buu-dings in New Delhi 

831. ’Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaffer: (a) Will the Secretary for Works, Mines 
and Power Department please state the number of temporary hutments and 
buildings of brick erected for war purposes in New Delhi within a circumference 
of four miles from the Council House? 

(b) How many of these are lying vacant and since when? 

(c) Are these going to be demolished? If so, when? If not, why not? 

(d) What is the area of land occupied by these structures? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: (a) and (d). A statement is laid on the table of the 
House. 

(b) The following buildings are lying vacant for the last few months with 
the exception of the last building which was vacated by Defence Department 
only on Ist March 1947: — 

(i) Barracks m 32 Ferozeshah Road 

(ii) Censor Office building. 

fiii) Officers’ Transit Mess in Travancore House. 

(iv) WAC(I) Hostel in Ferozeshah Road. 

(c) There is no proposal to demolish any of these buildings unless and until 
any of them become surplus to requirements, or the sites on which they stand 
are required for permanent construction, or the cost of repairs and maintenance 
bMomes prohibitive or because of any other commitment which makes it obli- 
gatory on Government to demolish that building. 


List of Temporary Buildings Constructed within n CiToumferenoe of 4 miles from Council 
Chamber 


Name of the building 


Area of the land occupied by 
the building 


1. R. A. F. Signale Communications Centre, ‘Q’ Block 
t. Block 


61,100 Sq.ft. 
164,126 Ditto 
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N imo of the building 


Area of the 1 md occupied by 
the building 

3 ‘H’ Block . ... 

4. ‘J’ Block 


j. 64.720 

8q. ft. 

fi. ‘K’Bbxk 


134,647 

Ditto 

6. M T So turn Storci Room & RAF Tiffin Boom 


33,268 

Ditto 

7. W A.(’ (1) Uo-t.'l, Sik mliriRo d 


08,580 

Ditto 

S. M it p.'.n Ijinos 


30,000 

Ditto 

y. W. A. (' (1) lli'^tol. li’or'zoa’.ih Roid 

10. (i) B O IN B "■ (k< it Irwin St dmm 

(ii) Dinm^' Oil [C ti . I'll 11 H for BOH. it Irwin 
(ill) W C (1) llo ti'l, Ijwiri St ilium 

Stadium 

98,580 

Ditto 

(iv) Si IV lilt iji 'll! L tuiKH lit |•l'0^1 w illi B. O. R-i. 

Bnri.uk t liwiii St .liiiiii 

(v) Gu r. 1 IJooin t ■ 1 .Mil St ilium 

' (vi) lnsiuiito BiiUb fo) B (). Hs. tSt.iliurn. 

250,018 

J 

Ditto 

11, Ti (<le Testing S» hnol, C'ornw ilJi-v Ro (1 . 


16,000 

Ditto 

12. GlIQ Bus St nil .it S lor* i.r'i Ro'd, Mow Delhi 


14,000 

Ditto 

13. t'ousor' Oll’uo 

14 ‘B’Blo. k\ 


10,080 

Ditto 

15. ‘M’ Blo.k / 


82,000 

Ditto 

16. GHQ Tr n jiort Coj , Office uiconimod ition 
Norti Bloik 

North of 

63,000 

Ditto 

17. ‘P’ Blo.k 


154,ij76 

Ditto 

IS Offi. ITS Tiiriii Room ‘P’ Blink 


2,054 

Ditto 

19. lljiidu & Muslim Tiffin Room 


2,471 

Ditto 

20 tUIQ SiKU.iIs BUIg'. it Plot No. 115 


100,000 

Ditto 

21. GTIQ b' rr u k m Plot No. 108 . 


7,040 

Ditto 

22. GHQ Tr n-port Coy in Plot No. 108 


7,066 

Ditto 

23. GllQ B rr.cks m Bloik No 121 


42,159 

Ditto 

24. GHQ B rr iks m Bio. k No. 118 


60,864 

Ditto 

25. GHQ Signals BloikNo. 119 

26. Block No. (T \ 


11,172 

Ditto 

27. BloikNo. G2./ 


84,217 

Ditto 

28. Auto Control Centre . 


9,644 

Ditto 

29. Security Police Barracks 


20,656 

Ditto 

30. Kashmir House ‘D’ Bloi k 


144,236 

Ditto 

31. ‘E‘ Block . . . . 


68,768 

Ditto 

32. Blofk 30 (Civil) 


13,040 

Ditlo 

33. Block G (Excluding RAF) 


48,746 

Ditto 
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Name of the buildmg 

Ares of the 1 and occupied by 
the building 

84. Block A 

33,689 

Sq. ft. 

86. Block B 

70, *64 

Ditto 

86. GHQ Army Post Office .... 

26,942 

Ditto 

87. GHQ Cinema 

1,152 

Ditto 

88. Officer 1* B. 0. Ri. Tiffin Room 

«,4tl.) 

Ditto 

89. M. I. Room in Blofk No. 37 

6,804 

Ditto 

40. King Edward Ro id Moas (100 Officers) 

297,136 

Ditto 

41. 4, 0, 8 Aurangzob Ro id Mesa ' 

1.30,386 

Ditto 

42. Queen Vir ton i Ro id Moss (232 Officers) 

116,000 

Ditto 

43. B..or8 iih Ro id Mess (120 Officers) 

120,600 

Ditto 

44. Welloaloy Ro -d Mo,s (00 Officers) 

98.000 

Ditto 

45. Wireless Vill go, Ridgo . . 

<>7,685 

Ditto 

46. Governmont Quarters in the Compound of Tibbia College 
Hostel (202 single and m irried . lorks). 

1.12,000 

Ditto 

47. Temper iry B irr.u on Parli iraent Street 

7 70 

Acrea 

48. Toiiiporirj B irrack, on Gurdwura Road 

t .50 

Ditto 

40. U. S. Cbcpol (in Parli mont Street 

•90 

Ditto 

50. The itre Comrauinc itiona Building, Connaught PLice 

3 66 

Ditto 

61. Barruks on Qiiecn^w.iy . . . • 

44 00 

Ditto 

62. Headqu’.rtors Buildings, ConningJit PI ice 

3 70 

Ditto 

63. T ij Officer i’ Qu .rtors on Qiioon'.w.iy, "1 

64 Keeling Ro dHospitJ V . . . 

63. Servants’ Qii itcra. J 

.5-82 

Ditto 

66. 1088 Enlisted Men’s B irricks on Curzon Road 

11 58 

Ditto 

67. 298 Officers’ qu irtor-i on Curzon Road . 

13 30 

Ditto 

68. .500 Officers’ quirtors on Queensway 

9-60 

Ditto 

69. 3 ions Ice Pl-iiit (it Ginning Line 

1-71 

Ditto 

60. Motor Pool at C lining Lino 

1 .30 

Ditto 

61. Wellingdon Barr.icki on Kutab Road . 

4 00 

Ditto 

62. 200 Beds American Hospital on Kutab Road 

24 99 

Ditto 

63. Amoriocn Ware House on Factory Road 

31-52 

Ditto 

64. American Trinsmitting Station at Safdar Jung 

22 '68 

Ditto 

< 6. USA R^eiving Station at Ridge . 

1 00 

Ditto 

66. Teohnioal Trainees Camp at Bella Road 

18-89 ' 

Ditto 
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®9. Terapornry office?. Cement Godown?, shop? DiepenSTy 
P ticnt Wai-d? nnd Ambulbnce Garrage, New Del.ii 
(rx)di Road). 


76. Supply Offices, Shali].?han Road, New Oellii 

77. Office Buddings on Jamnagar & Bharatpur Plots 


78. Akb.-vr Rond Hutments 


81. HanaingU Road Hutments 


86. Dispensary ond Garage in front of North Block 

87. New Wollingdon Camp . . . 

88. Old Welhngdon Camp ..... 


«0. 109 Officora' Shop— South Block 

81. Temporary office Buddings m North and South Blocks . 

•1. Workshop for I.T.B 

88. Garages for mechanized vehicles. ..... 
84. Broadcasting House Hutments ..... 

•#. Married B. O. Rs, Barracks on Factory Boad 

86. Single clerks’ Quarters on Kitchener Eoad (500 quarters 

for 1,000 olerki). 

87. GHQ Transport Company, North Avenue • . 

88. extension to M Block and Church Boad Hutments 

88. Barracks in 82 Ferozshab Boad 
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Ifr. Ahmed £, H, Jafler: In view of the fact that luauy Membei's of this 
House want to construct their own bungalows m Delhi, because the present 
ones are rather small, will the Honourable Member consider the desirabihty of 
demolishing the WAC(I) Hostel, which is now lying vacant, and making avail- 
able that land either for lease or for sale to the Members of this House, so 
that Members of tins House may be able to build their own bungalows? 

Mr B. K. Gokhale: The WAC(I) Hostel was handed over to us only ten 
days ago. We are considering the question of utilising the building. But the 
land belongs to the Anjuman-i-Taraqui-Urdu and we have to carry on negotia- 
tions to find out if we can letam that land Tf we o,in do so, I expect that 
fiovernmont officers themselves will need all the accoinmodation which is avail- 
able there The question of building sites for private persons is quite a dis- 
tinct matter and it is seiiarale fiom the question of .iccommod.ition for Gov- 
ciiiment servants If my ITononrahle fnend w.ants a building site to build 
his own house, there are other sites allotted and he may approach the Chief 
Commissioner who deals with applications from ]>rivnte individuals tor budd- 
ing sites 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Ajiait fiom the partieular building in ((uebtion, will the 
Honourable Member give an assiiraiiie to this House that no buildings will be 
demolished in Delhi until now building work has started and can accommodate 
peojile and that all these buildings whicdi are thus vacated would' be brought 
into use for liuman habitation, not merely for otfioials but parth also for iion- 
oflBcials, as soon as possible’ 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: I b.ivo ahead' stated the lour circumstances ni which 
alone the buildings will bo demolished. Ordinarily they will not be demolished 
and they arc bi-iiig utilised both for oflicials and paitly also, to a certain extent, 
for non-officials In fact, we have to accommodate a number of press corres- 
pondents and other people who are non-officials in some of these buildings 
Every effort is being made lo iililiso tb(> accommodation available to the best 
possible advantage 

Seth Oovind Das: Is it a fact that p'leferenco generally is given not to non- 
officials but to officials as f.vr as these buildings aie concerned? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale; Yes, Sir The buildings were constructed for officwls 
and preference is definitely given to them. 

Mr. Ahm'ed E. H. Jailer: In view of the fact that the Chief Commissioner 
of Delhi has refused to give any land to the Members of this House, because 
none is available, will the Honourable Member consider the desirability of 
making available the site (.12 Ferozeshah Ttoad) where the barracks are now 
located and which I am sure will be demolished’ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: 32 Fcior-eshah Itoad belongs to n private mdividinil. 
It 18 a private building which was t.akeii over by the Arrierieans, probably as a 
result of a private agreement Then they constructed two temporary build- 
ings on that land. Now that the Americana have vacated it, negotiations 
are going on with the private owner whether we. can do anything with these 
two buildings. The land does not belong to the Government and Government 
cannot make it available to anybody 

Pandit lAlrah ml Kanta Maitra; May I know whether the Government lias 
got any expert advice from their engineering Department as to the life of these 
buildings t 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The life of the building w'lll depend upon each parti- 
cular building. But. generally speaking, the semi-permanent structures 
which were constructed in wartime with timber and other materials of rather 
flimsy nature are expected to have a life of about three to four veais Tliat 
is the expert opinion of the Public Works Department 
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Shrl Sri Prakasa: More than three oi four years have passed since the 
buildings were constructed. Maj I know why they have not yet fallen? 

Mr. President: Next question 

PROspisoriNG Licencbs and Mineral Leases 

^ 832. *Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Secrelary of the WoiKs, Mines and 

Power Department ho ple.ited to st.ite 

(a) the number of (i) prospecting licences, and (ii) mineral K ases subsisting 
in tins country in respect of varous mineials, 

(b) whethei the obligations to work these conecbsions in\ol\cd in the terms 
of oucli (i) )n-osjje(luig Imncis, .ind (n) mineiil basis, .ue bi’iiig (Miried out; 
and 

(c) tlie stt])s (liat (lo.einruent ])iop< -.e to t .be in (lio'-e < sis wliere the 
licensees or lessees li.i\e filled to JiiHil llieii uiilig.dion-. (o piodnie to tlie extent 
indicated in the teims cu' n lo them,’ 

Mr. B. K. GoUIiuIe: (a) llevie' ol ii," Muun.il Indnsfi , , r>l India and 
Jlurrn.i duiing I't'l*) w.is j.iihlislii'd r\ llie Diiei ha < b (.Iock el Sutvey of India 
m 1941 (’oin)ile'e mroim..l,on showing the piesent iiositum s not uituhible. 

(b) and (e) The lesponsibility for woiking the hlming Concession Pules 
rests on the Provine ,il (jovermnenls and Administrations coiieeincd It is 
foi tin se A Imunsti.il oils lo t.ibe siiit.ihle .u'lon wlnue (be ohle>ilions to work 
the coius ss.cMis nndei pi')s];e< toe, 1 , “n. i s mkI mni. i i' b ■ -e aie not being 
cairied out The (pieslam ot nA'sun; t|ie Ihib •. con miii.c Mui’ig Conei ssions 
J8 now under eonsideialion 

Mr. Mann Subrdar: Is it a l ict ib.il eul.nn b'g eoipor.ilu. s paiticularly 

in oil, have s'lined \, a 1,11-, civi i wliuli lia ' oe notn(a..n'' -ind is it a 

fact tli.it till I 1) 1 ve Hied ihi s(> ( oiu e s'on o lo shut out i.lber ]n.ople 

fiom s.eutine lii m ’ il Ihit i> • o, liom the pen ) ot m”\\ of tiie eoniniuinty, 

piodiiifion wb'li Is A'l'. li’lp 111 di'd* l,t ,ie; i.ihii 'il a di < 5 ■ v el I mi . at take 
Bcaue sli']is ill m the ('"idic to c'lnpiiv fioiii the pioxnues wdudnr there are 
.any siieh i .im s ,ind then tomnilale soun 1 in 1 nl imnnioii pohe\ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale; 'Hin .jui-lion was vnv fnlli. di-.eu-,s, <| t the Mineral 
ConferoiKO wlnclj nv.is eonMn.il l.ist mo ilh .old (he inaiiei is entr.iging the 
attfiitinii of the fiovirmnent 

Seth Govind Dps: In vic'\ ot the "'di mm! t il ri'soiirees ol lb ■ Centr.il Pro- 
vnuas, IS it .1 b'ct lint 10 the h.-t i onlorenre it w ,is pressed bv tl e C V Mmis- 
teis on the < lo\( 1 iiiniiit, I I India to 1iel]i the piovinee, so that eiiK steps may 
be tnben lo e\plo t the nnnei.il lesomei's of the province'’ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Will the lloiioniable hlember please repent his question? 

Seth Govind Das: In view of the fact that there are great ntmeial resources 
in C P , IS it a fact that at the last eonferonee (he imnisters of the Central 
Provinces ]n'es.-p(l upon the Cro\ eminent of India to give such help to the pro- 
vince as -would en.ibie T. to dexidop its mmeial lesoureesf 

Mr. B. K Gokhale: M-.tiw province was anvions to bo given priority 

Seth Govind Das: In view of the f«ct that the C P has richer mineral re- 
Bources than my othi-r province in India IIicn mged upon the Government of 
India the need for their help? 

Shri Sri Piakasa: Every province has 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: TTave, tlie Government of India in the 
department of geological Survey any hand m the grant of prospecting licenses? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The exeenlive action libs entirely -with the Provincial 
Government concerned 
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Fandit Lakshmi Eanta Maitra: Does it mean that the Government of India * 
in the GeoiOgical Survey Department has not got any definite policy with regard 
to the development of the mineral resources of the country? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The Geological Survey Department is certainly a Central 
Government Department and wo have a policy for expanding that department. 
We have a five year plan for a large scale expansion of the Geological Survey- 
The Geological Suivey actually suiveys the nhole country and finds out the 
occurrence of minerals The question of development of the mineral resources 
is, however, entirely a provincial subject and there the Government of India 
have no hand in tiio matter 'J'he whole qnest on w is di&ciissed at the last 
Mineral Conference and file matter is no.v engaging the aticiitimi of Govern- 
ment. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kaata Maifra: For pm poses of eoordm ition and corelation 
of the development activ.ties of this eountry have the Governmeait of India no 
hand m the issue of licenses'’ 

Mr. President; For piitposr.s o) jnospeefing'' 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Yos 

Mr. Pre,sident: 'J'he answer is eleai It is rhe resjionsihility <jf the jirovin- 
eial government eoneerned 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: 1 wmit to 1 now whetle' foe (lovermnent 
of India have any haul in the issue o! piospeoti ig heenco-,'’ 

Mr. President: 'I'his w.as alieady uqil < d to 'Ihe ihulI r ’= entindy jaovin- 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Whal aie the recommend il'o.i., of tl ('o'mo'iKC vihich 
met diiniig tlic last monfh ’ 

Mr. B. K. Gohhnle: The iioieedmgs 1 heliov. weu- laid on (Ik table of the 
Hnn-,e Imt 1 can giv’ (he llononiable Mimiher e eopv It is a lo'iglhy docu- 
ment and 1 could not hiie(i\ siimmatisi' the 1 1 eoinne I'd i( loiis hole 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanya!: Were (he'jnoi eedmgs of tins eonfeteneo placed 
bcfnie the Ht.indiiig (’omnntlee of th s House m ennn, (d.oii with hts Depart- 
iiK nt 1 

Mr B. K. Gokhale: T .lo not (lonh 1 .lo not tlnuh th-i, has been a 

niLitmg of the Stan ling Commitlee sniee Init I lulievi (he proi '"odings were 
lind oji the table of this JTmise 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is it a faet th.it in the gmnting of these 
licenses the Central Government is not even eonsiiltod bv either the provincial 
governments or e.veii l-he. States? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Yes, Sir 

Geologists and MEXTALUBaisTS in the Geolooicvl Survey oir India 

833. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Sccretaiy of the Works, Mines and 
Power Depaitmenfc ph-ase state what i" tlie total numUei of jiersoiis working 
in the Geological Survey of India? 

(b) How many arc Indians .and how many are foieigncis'’ 

(c) What steps arc Goverriimnt taking m older to meiease the nurabfr so 
as to be able to deal with the task of closer survey of the country’s mineral 
resources? 

(d) Is it a fact that young graduates, including those from the Dhanbad 
School of Mines, are not being taken in large numbers to assist in field work 
and to acquire practical experience? 

(e) Have Government laid down a definite policy for increasing the number 
of competent men, both as working geologists and metallurgists? 
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Mr. B. K, aokhale: (n) The total number is a60 which includes 71 Gazetted 
otnoers and 289 non-gazettcd otEcois. 

(b) 353 Indians and seven others 


(c) The Geological Survey of India is being expanded as rapidly as possible. 
Before the war, the number of Gazetted officers was 27. It is now 71 and fur- 
ther expansion is contemplated in the next few years Attention is also invited 
to the reply to part (e) of this question. 

(d) No, Sir The difficulty is to get a sufficiently laige number of recruits 
With minimum qualifications 

(o) As regards Gcologi.sts, Government recently appointed a Committee to 
make recommendations with regard to the improvement of Geological Educa- 
tion in India^ The Committee has .submitted its report and lU recommend- 
ations are being carefully examined Govei-nnient have also appointed a com- 
mittee to make recommendations witli regard to the reorganisation and expan- 
sion of the Indiim School of Mines. JDlianh.id nhich imparts instruction in 
Geology and in Mining Engineering. 

^ As regards metallurgists, the Sibpur Engiiieeiiiig College and the T5onares 
Hindu University offer facilities for training in metallurgy Their present out- 
put of trained students is 27 per xenr It is expected to increase this number 
by about 100 per cent by 1950 There is a proposal to set U|) two Higher 
Technical Institutions and when they arc set up they im11 be producing about 
40 metallurgists per year 

Government are furthm granting Scbolaisliqis hi Indian students for over- 
seas studies 111 Geology and Metallurgy. On their return they will be avail- 
able for employment under Goicrmnent or m mining .nid melallmgioal indus- 
tries 


Mr. Mann Subedar: Wilh reg.iid to field work, it lia.s been leported to us 
that Indians are kept out on the plea that they do not hold the necessary quali- 
floation. May I therefore enquire whether the qualification of Dhanbad degree 
’8 not adequate qualificction for doiug field work, which is after all merely 
assisting the senior man who is doing the work? If that is so, why are not 
Dhanbad graduates put to field work wdneh is the most important part of the 
work? 

Mr, B K. Ookhale; As far ns I know, wc are tiying to recruit as many 
people with minimum qualifications as possible Now, minimum qualification 
naturally varies with the kind of appointment Senior appointments are made 
through the Federal Public Service Commissions; other appointments are made 
by the Director of Geological Survey of India As I said in my reply, out of 
360 officers, 353 are Indians and only seven arc otheis It cannot be said that 
Indians are being kept out 

Mr. Manu Subedar: The allegation that I heard definitely was that Indians 
are being kept out of field work which is a very important ground for gaining 
experience and if Dhanbad” graduates are adequate with minimum qualifications 
why are not Government expanding the number of gazetted officers and what are 
the" instructions of Government to the Public Works Department with regard 
to minimum qualifications put down? Surely these instructions must have 
gone from Government to the Public Service Commission who are merely work- 
ing the qualifications as defined by Government? 

Mr. B. K. Ckikhale: The qualifications of supenor officers are a good degree 
ili mining or geology ; for field work the analificaHons are slighfclv lower, but I 
will enquire into the matter and tell my Honourable friend. I persoiiallv ktK,w 
nothing about it. My information is that every possible effort is made to 
recruit these people. I might also add that Government recently sanctioned 
certain scholarships for further training in metallurgy and other things to theso 
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Dl^iibad people and although the stipend or scholarship is Its. 100 a month, 
not a single candidate appeared. It seems that Dhanbad graduates are just 
snapped up by the industries generally. 

Mr. Muhammad Kauman; Out of 71 gazetted officers, how many are Mus- 
lims? 

Mr. B. E. Gokhale: I want notice 

Prof, N. 6. Banga: Are Government taking any steps to provide suitable 
employment to those government scliolaiship holders who have been sent abroad 
and who have qualified themselves in higher studies in metallurgy? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale:. That is a question for the Education Department But 
I believe that point is ahva\s kept in view before sending scholars abroad 

Frol. N. G. Banga: 1 am asking the question of finding employment for 
them? 

Mr. B K. Gokhale: That is the whole question attended to by Education 
Department 

Prof. N. G. Banga: After the last war similar scholars who have been sent 
abroad at Goveininent expense and who returned after qualifying themselves 
had to remain unemployed for a niiniLi'r of yeais wasting their time, because 
Government would not provide them with suit.ihle employment? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale; 1 do not know what h.ippend after the last war. T know 
this time things will be better managed ’ 

Association of Indian Officers with Non-Indians in Geological Sdevey. 
834. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines and 
Power Dcpnitment please state, how many men are now outside the country 
qualifying themselves cither .is gi cdogisto or as nictallutgis*^s, and how many 
of them are assisted from Government funds*'' 

(b) Do Government propose to gne an a'-anrancc that for every piece of 
work 111 conni'ction with geologie.il seiviv nndertakin by a iion-lndian officei, 
an Indian officer will invariably be associated^ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: (a) The mmiher ot students sent outside India by Gov- 
ernment 19 22 fot Metallursv, 18 for Geologv and three for Geophysics In 
addition, five students have been selected for Metallurgy, four for Geophysics 
and one for Geodasv who have not yet left the country The number of 
students outside India on their own is not known. All the students sent by 
Government are being assi-sted either by the Central or Provincial Government 
or by both 

(b) There are now only five non-Indian Field Officers in • the Geological 
Survey of India and Iiidmn Officers are closely associated with their work. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: What is the nature of assistance which the Government 
ot Tnd'a are prov’di’ia to non-sehohr Ind'ans who are there abroad studying 
metallurgy at their own expense? 

Mr. B. K, Gokhale; That question might bo addressed to the Education 
Department 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; Are any conditions attached to the grant 
of scholarship? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The usual conditions that are attached to scholarships 
granted by the Education Department governing overseas scholarships. 
Pboposkd Bdebad of Mikes. 

■ 885. ‘Mr. Mann Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines and 
Power Department please state what is going to be the constitution of the 
Bureau of Mines which is proposed to be set up? 

(b) How will it be linked with the Provinces and the States and have Gov- 
•emmeot considered the question of having an Advisory Board attached to it? 
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Mr. B. K. Gokhale: (a) and (bj I’hc question of estabhahu'em of a Bur«u 
of Mines is under the coiisideuition of Govornini iifc The other points raised 
are also under consideiatioii 

Mr. Manu Subedar. Will the rioveniinent c.\.>iiimo the pos-^ihility of some 
kind of central co-oidinat'on voluntarily on the part ot Ktites and Provinces 
with regard to the lules, i.nnlt es, late ot co'ici ss'oUt and also with regard to 
the use of stufcutoiy (loveiniuent of fndia ollieial-i hv Stat'-s and Provinces? 
Will the Oovernineiit of India examine this also wiiile they are considering 
the matter’ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Yes. Sir That i on-t i-. a' l .\s under < xamination 


The 'ast Mineial <>oiifi rein c' 'v.is dil’mitelv an attempt a* co-oidination between 
the f’cntial (Jovei nirient, the I’lovinenil (h'vei ni. aiits and tin- Slates This 
question was thoionehly di'Ciis-,ed at the Miiura! en'di unn i‘ and it is being 
actively ])Ursia d how exactly co-oidinal ion -s to I.e e!i, cp <1 in the present 
constitnt'onal lUKiitamtc (ioveinment. are clnselv i '.uiiining the question 
As regards the S|,in | inedit aid (bst flu i ■ ii e-.e M'liifii I’lison olficer of 
th( Creolofu d Sui\,>\ ot Tiid'_i v ho Ins hn ii nieitdS annoinfed to look into 


the geology of Slates and help them in their invesiigntion 

Mr. Manu S’lbedar: lTavi> r.overnn ent. anv nn.nigi na nt he cvhich a State 
can ivad itself ot the services of s.'iiior olhci ds ni Ihe (hologica! department 
and are anv Slates- taKmg advantage of (h s an ui ;erne>it ’ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Yes, Su, One senan oirien- of 'he Geological survey 
has been specially carinaiked for holpmg the Slat-s md a mimher of States 
are taking advantage of hia service Tie, is in fact very busy with the States 
now. 

Mr Manu Subedar: In vow ot the fact that. . v- u some of the provinces in 
India have not been fullv snrveved und ceil.uiilv reosi of tta' Slates are very 
iinpcrfcclly sin vexed, will fiovernmont see that -i eoim>let,i! survey of the coun- 
try is done as early as possible’ 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: That is .ilwivs the .um oi iWvernmeut, But wo are 
very much handicapi>ed by w.iut of st.aff It will (dee <\\ many years before 
a complete survey of th.- gcologic.il piissibi.di ‘s of (he wl de eoiintry is com- 
pleted 

RbPXRATIONS StNOTIONEO FOR IHD"A BY THE IfMI' p N viiONS OrGANISATIOH. 

833. ’Seth Govind Das: Will the TTono.u iM. ' ■ < mmcrce Member be 
pleased to state. 

(a) the amount of repar.itions which him been suie(ioned by the United 
Nations Organization for India; 

(b) whether a list of projiertics availah'e as ie(i irat ions was received by 
Government, 

(e) the authority that made the selection o! [>io|ier(.ies of different enemy 
countries that were allotted to this country as lep.ti.ition , 

(d) whether Government have been able to get those properties, if so, what 
they are; 

(e) if Government have not yet got those proper's when they expect to 
get them, 

(f) how Government propose, utilising those pn pert es , 

(g) whether Government propose allotting (hos'- rmiperties to different Pro- 
vinces or wh'ether they propose reserving them for Central administrative needs; 

(h) whether Government propose circulating a list of those properties to the 
Provincial Governments and consulting their needs; and 

(i) whether Government propose to appoint a committee of Industrialists to 
inspect those properties and give their advice regard'ng the use and disposal of 
those properties? 
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The Honourable Mr. I. I. Cbundngar: (a) Keparatioas are boing exacted 
from Germany and Japan. So far as Germany is concerned divis.on of repara- 
tion among claimant countries was decided by the Pans Confeienco and the 
decis'ons were embodied in the Pans Agrecnient In terms of that Aerooment 
India is enb tied to i^ceive two per cent of general reparations called category 
‘A’ and 2 9 per cent of Industrial and other capital oinnpmcnb called category 
'‘B’. The question of Japanese reparations is stdl under discussion m tho Far 
Eastern Commission at Washington on which India, is represented 

(b) , (d) and (e) The allocation of Gciinan reparations to elamianb coun- 
tries has been entiustcd to the Iiiter-Allicd Iteparations Agency winch has been 
set np at Btussels in pinsii.iMeo of the Pins Agn'emenl India is unrraented 
on the Agency by a Pele!Mtr> and an Alternate. So t-ii, Ibtee bsis r.r Ceiman 
plants have been received fioin the Agency and bid.^ h.ivo been made by Gov- 
ernment for 19 plants Ind a's bils fei nuie of tbc 19 pl.mts b.ive tieen con- 
sidered by the Agonev and (ao [il.uits md some macbines out ot a tli'rd plant 
have been allocated to Inclii An .lueeinents aio lnung made foi Iheir hans- 
portation to India and it is exiiected that they will .anive m India in a couple 
ot months or so Bids in lespeet of the remaining ten pl.mts are -.t il under 
eons .deration of the Agency. 

(c) When tho list of piop..rties ib n'ceived the list or abstiaels finm it are 
ciieulated to the Chambers of ('omiiureo and to tlii- apjiropiitite Industrial 
Associations On tbc basn of th. replies r. ceived an! alter considering the 
advice of their technical ofTicers and purchase olfieers and the reports of the 
Industrial Panels sot up b\ the late Planning and Development Department, 
decisions arc taken hv Goveimnent on wbotber to bid for a particular plant or 
not The general aim is to secure for India those plants which utilized as single 
units or divided and allotted to evicting taeloncs are best calculated to advance 
the Industrial development of the country 

(f) and (g) It IS proposed to utilise the plants allocated to India to the 
best interests of the country Goveiiimont have, not laid down any definite 
policy regarding the disyiosal of the plants but their intention is to allot the 
onliro plants or paits tliercof to private industries which are most suited to 
utilise thorn for the benefit of India as a whole If a plant or part of it i.s re- 
qu'red for use for any Goveinineiit sponsored indnslri.il scheme such plant or 
pait thereof may be retained hv Government for that scheme. 

(h) Lists of plants declared .'v.iilab'o for reparations delivci/ .are circulated 
to Provincial Governments and siiggeslions made by those Governments are 
taken int^consideration in selecting plants to be bid for. 

(i) When a Government bids for a plant that Government is committed 
to taking the plant thougli_up to ten per cent, of tho mechinery may be rejected 
ou account of obsolescence or damage. Missions of not more than four experts 
at a time are allowed to inspect the plant, to advise on dismantling, packing, 
the preparation of inventories and the rejection of machines and to receive the 
technical data regarding the operation of tho plant. This is work for technical 
experts and not industrialists. Techn’cal experts of the Government of India 
aie being attached to the Inter Allied Reparation Agency to deal with this work. 
Where a plant calls for more highly specialised technical advice Government . 
propose to utilize the services of consulting engineers who will not onlv supervise 
the dismantling but will be prepared to undertake the re-erection of tho plant 
in India if so required. If the plant can be allotted to an industrialist before 
dismantling begins that industrialist will he allowed to appoint his own consul- 
tants. Otherwise iio consultants employed will be appointed by the India. 
Supply Commission on behalf of the Government of India. 

The Inter-Allied Reparation Agency attaches the greatest importance to 
speed in dismantling and removing plimt once an aUoiment is made. 
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Sath Oovind Das: With respect to clause (e) oi the quel^tlorl, will the Hon- 
ourable Member see tliat prionty is given fiint lo the rrovincuil Ooveriinients 
and not to the private concerns',’ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigai: Ho fur as (c) is concerned, wliat T 
mentioned was that the list of properties is circulated to the Chambers of Com- 
merce and the industrial iisbociations but in reply to (1) and (g), 1 mentioned 
that if a plant or part of it is required for use for any Coverimieiit sponsored 
industrial sohetne, such plant or part thereof inay he let'iined by (lovemiuent 
for that hclieine N.itmally, so fur As the letention is coneenied, Covernrnent 
have the hrst claim 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: With reference to part (c) ol the question will you kindly 
permit me to ask mv Honourable friend Seth Go\ind This as to wlio Ins enemy 
countries are'* 

Seth Govind Das: 1 ,i.n not ent tlcd to gwe a leph 

Mr, Manu Subedar: Having regard to llie vei,\ low aincninl of lejiurations 
which India lias leceivisl and having regatd lo the tact that several new indus- 
tries want to use patents and devices winch wcie (lennfei hefoie, tna\ f know 
whether Govcinnient is making an„y alromul to s due c'e'pi’onal pei missions, 
if necessary, to use some of these (Torman patents m the mennwhde when 
Germany is still being consideied an enemy louutiv and is oecuiued ’ 

The Honourable Hr. I. I. Chundrigar: Ml requisd'CMs which are received for 
the use ^f si ch patents cre sent to the pioper quaiters an<i nttenipts aie made 
to secure them 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Mav I know if ‘piorar qinedcis mc.m.llis \Ta]cstv’H 
Government and it so, may I know vvhelhei in v e - of the iimv status which 
Tndia has acquired it is not possible to make a better and more elTeobive attempt 
in order to use some of the jiatenfs .nvl di vices 'vhicli the Germans Iiad and 
which our people want to use m an emergenev’ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chimdrigar: 'J'ho propm (piarters would not be 
Hifa Majesty's Goveinmeut m this c.ise hut it would be the Administrations 
set up by the occup.vmg forces m Germany 

Prof. N. G. Banga; Are there anv Indians among those speoi.ihsta who are 
representing the Govornment of India end who are attache I to the Inter-Allied 
Commission on Reparations’ 

The Honourable Mr I. I. Chundngar: There are Indians 
Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is there anv choice left to India in tlie 
matter of selecting the jJarit which balls lo her lof^ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: 'J'he li.d- me e leulaled We choose 
the plant for which we w.ant to bid Then it is a quest on whether that plant 
IS allotted to us or not Ho far as the bid is concerned, the choice is certainly 
ours. 

837, *[ Withdrawn ] 

• Imposition of Fines on the Frontier Tribesmen. 

838. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Honourable Mernber for Exter- 
nal Affairs be pleased to lay on the Table of the Iloose a statement showing the 
total sum derived by way of fines imposed on tribesmen on the Frontier for the 
last five years? 

(b) I>o Government propose to discontinue the imposition of fines as a mode 
of punishment and resort to other methods punishment on tribesmen ? 

(e) What is the amount of fines imposed in recent weeks on the Frontier 
Tribesmen? 
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Ths Honourabls Pandit Jawahailal Nehni: (a) and (c). In recent weeks 
a fine of Bs. 76,000 wag imposed on the Nandihar tribesmen and has been paid 
up in full Further information is beinp; collected by the local Administration 
but is not yet ready. It will be placed on the table of the House when received. 

(b) No. The imposition of fines is a recognised method of punishment in 
most countries of the world and there is no reason why offenders in the tribal 
areas should be exempted from it in cases in which ifc is appropriate 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: Will the Honourable Member tell us what the currency 
is Hi which these tribesmen pay the money and whether these tnbesmen have 
a Reserve Bank with a Nasik Press to print as much money as they like? 

Hie Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: So far as I know, there is no 
branch of the Reserve Bank in the Tribal areas 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: What is the currency m which the money is paid? If it 
is Indian currency, how do the tribesmen get hold of this currency? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I imagine it is paid in hard cash, 
in silver mostly but I am not quite sure but there is no doubt that it is Indian 
currency. There is no other currency. 

Sbri Sri Prakaaa: Is this silver against rupees 1 

- The Honourable PandiV Jawaharlal Nehru: When I eaid ‘silver' I meant 
rupees in Indian currency, which is the current coin. 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: How do they get hold of it? 

Khan Abdul Ohani Khan: If my friend Mr Sri Piakass will have a talk 
with me, I shall explain the position to him. 

Repbesbntations tbom Shipeino Interests against ebavt Taxation. 

839. *Mr Ahmed S. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber please state whether Government have received any representations recently 
from shipping interests regarding heavy taxation which the Indian Shipping 
Interests consider as adversely affecting the industry of India? 

♦ (b) Do Government propose to make a declaration of their policy in this 
regard ? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I Obundrlgar: (a) and (b) No. No such repre- 
sentations have been received and there is no reason to believe thaij Govern- 
ment’s present taxation policy militates againSt the Indian Shipping industry 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have Government examined the position of shipping 
companies under the new schemes which are now in the Budget and if so have 
they found any ground for special treatment of these companies which are 
practically in ^stress? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrigar: When the taxation proposals are 
made by Government, it is for the industry to make out a c^se for exemption 
if it thinks that it has got certain special grounds for exemption. No such 
request has been received from the shipping industry, so far as the Commerce 
Department is concerned. 

Supply op Elbotmoity pob Rubai Abbas. 

840. ^Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt PaJiwal: Will the Secretary of the Works, 
Mines and Power Department please state 

I (a) whether any comprehensive power policy has been formulated vrith a 

i view to supplying cheap electricity for improving the rural life in India: 

(b) whether Government propose to supply cheap electricity to the villages 
for agricultural farming, cottage industries and local arts and crafts; and 
(o) the progress made in connection with the Government proposal to estab 
lish Statutory Electricity Bdards to develop electrically backward areas in 
general and rural eleotr&cation in particular? 
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Xr. B. K. Qokhale: (a) and (b) It is the policy of Government to promote 
rural electrification, as -will be clear from the broadcast talk given by the 
Honourable Mr. 0. H. Bhabha of which a copy is laid on the table. Eleotrio 
Power Development, which covers rural electrification, is, however, primarily 
the responsibility of Provincial Governments The Government of India have 
been assisting the Provinces and States by giving expert advice, where needed, 
and encouraging them to undertake Eural Electrification Schemes 

(o) The Electricity (Supply) Bill, 1946, which provides for the setting up by 
Provinces of Statutory 'Electricity Board, was mtroduced in the Legislative 
Assembly in Februaiy 1946 but the motion for circulation could not be moved 
either in that session or the Autumn Session of 1946. The Bill was circulated 
for eliciting public opinion by executive order in March 1946 It is hoped to 
refer the Bill to Select Committee during the current Session. 


THE BON’BLB MR C. H. BHABHA’S BROADCAST 
Ehctncity tn Jtural Areas. 

“One of our most argent task's today is to create administrative conditions under ■which 
It vriU be possible for Government to play a positive role in large rural electrification schemes. 
The Government of India have already made a beginning m this direction by their proposal 
to sstabbsh Statutory Electricity Boards charged with the specific duty of developing elec- 
trically backward areas. But a great deal mor© still remains to he done It is my eainest 
hope that a oompreheiisiva power policy will be formulated in the neai future which may 
enable Government to discharge our obligationa to the rural population at least to some 
extent’’ 

. The foregoing is a passiigo in s bioadcast talk given f.om the New Delhi .Station of 
A. I. R by the Hoti’ble, Mr C H Bhabha, Member for Works, Mines and Power, Gov- 
t of India 
He said . 

woida what T conceive u, be the right objectives under- 
fi of a electrical development in this country. To my mind these are 

‘he production of electricity; secondly, th^generatmn 

mte^ate^d %Zl developmtnt"o‘'f"\he etor“ 


a few words this evening. 

Three yeara ago, an important inference of several leading Power Enginesn i 


country, both »nd "'’‘‘-official. warh;id\;deV~hrru“pKeL 

India Not much publicity appears to have been given to this conference pMsib^b^ause 
th«e Power Engineers made some far-reaching recommendations which th. iLaJ "Causs 
cial Governments and the Central Government wL ^ T Tuition 

of these recommendations read as follows : ^ implement One 

> ''“in'^'iew'^of •conomic supply of Electricity to 

Iturists, who Imorisl ?hr w ‘ha /tandard of living^ of 


the agriculturists, who comprise the vast majority^ of India’s population'’ 
«***« have the needs of r 


Conference notes with regret that i 

KS "5'*^ •= 

grid schemes are willing to operate on strictly hmtted^nro^fiti^nA^ Promoters or ' 
term economic view ’’ ^ limited pronta— and adopt a long- 


BUctrtaa Defideney in Rural Area*. 
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tjjiB country u approximately 4,000 million kilowatt hour*, equivalent to about a week » pro- 
duction of energy in the Umted States of i^enca, Extremely small as this overall pn. 

duotion u, the distribution is faulty sud inequitable Over 42 per cent of the total energy 
generated is consumed in the two cities of Bombay and Calcutta, and if we take intc 
account the figures for other large cities like Ahmedabad and Cawnpore, we find that over 
SO per cent of the total amount of energy generated is utilised m these four cities which 
together oontam only 1 6 per cent of the total population of India 

The figures just citpd are a measure of our electrical deficiency m our rural areas T&is 
would have been no cause for despondent^, if electricity were only a luxury Very often, 
people in thu country complain about and cntitxze the absence of eleotno lighting in 
our villages, quite forgetful of the fact that the electrical development of a country u not 
measured by the size of lU hghting load but by its agncultund and industrial load In 
other words, domestic lightmg is by no means the most important use of electricity and the 
standard of onr rural masses can be effectively raised only if we can supply vhsw electricity 
to them for agncultnral farming, cottage indnstnes and local arts and crafts Imdoubtedly, 
with the advent of electricity in our villages, a healthier standard of living will definiti^ 
spread throughout this country with lU 700,000 villages With the utilisation of electricity 
*** dwelling IS bound to develop with consequent benefits to the health of 


But th, most important use of electricity m rural areas would bs its increasing use for 
the supply of jperennial imgetion through power operated wells and for development of 
cotta^ mdustnes Similar use of electricity for the reverse process of do watering areas 
which are now water logged or areas where the sub soil water hat risen very high, is equally 
important in some parts of the country Cheap power will encourage the establishment 
of modern hygienic dairy and poultry farms and the processing of agncnltural products to a 
stage ver much nearer, than at present to their manufacture mto finished products It 
will further assist in the establishment of village industries closely associated vnth bsaio 
agi icuUural operations 

tueeeut of electnfieattoti -Cheap power by itself would not 
nnw ? be harnessed for the purposes that I have just men- 

tioned under wise direction imd able guidance Whether the existmi; pattern of country 
life m our villages will enable our rural folk to take advantage of the supply of cheap 
S?T»*i^ j" ‘ j »'^*‘fable u a difficult problem of social organisation to which our 

wdl administrators must address themselves Rural electrification projects 

will yield handsome dividends offiy >f they ere accompanied by suitable parallel measurM in 
the field of rural development These should include — measures in 

(a) suitable legislative and administrative action for oonwlidatfon of holdmgs, ay 
improvement of agricultural and vetannary practi^ 
itolk^ ® ^ '*’**''’ implements and the improvement of Uv“ 

* centres ngncultural produce before it, despatch to urban 

industries under Government 

. s:Srn:cfs.ir:j implemenr^TtSi 

«p.'< 

problwnB ^ 

tricity ,n our rural areas must develororth^Stato or introducing eleo- 

Bosrds Mectrification has not proceeded at the same pl2ce like Statutory 

pnmarily because private companies have hesitatar^ eXr a 

offers few opportomties for high returns on invested capital The^sLt 

long view which discards the immediate profit motive and ,, tbe 

long tarm programme of development And it is inst as well to launch upon a 

rural 'developmetit scheme, for electricity will ev» p^fwlbh? ®*IJ® **<e"nve 

account the large Indirect benefits accrwng to «i« general public 
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A word more, m thu connection, of the efforU needed for .preadm« 
areas seems necessary. The lesson taught by the famous Tennes^ Valley Authority *“ ™ 
extosi^of electricity to rural areas i. well worth emulating. The great 
penty m the Tennessee Valley since 1937 is largely due to the extension services hnd the« 
specialists who earned on a regular campaign by meetmgs. demonstrations and ovher ^ist 
ances like hire purchase schemas. These workers were specially trained in rural electri- 
fication at various centres before being entrusted with their joba. ^ 


Except in some limited areas of Madras and the United Provinces and in a few enlightened 
Indian States rural eleotriflcation has so far made little headway. Most of our Provinces 
have neither the organisation nor the technical ability necessary to initiate any vigorous 
scheme of rural electrification. 


One of our most urgent tasks today is to create administrative conditi^s vmder which 
it will be possible for Government to play a positive role in large rural dectrification schemes. 
The Government of India have already made a begmnmg in this direction by their proposal 
... — Klectririty Boards charged with the specific duty of developing electr'- 

hope that a comprehensive power policy will be formulated m the near future which may 
enable Goveinment tc discharge our obligations to the rural population at least to some 


S6th Oovind Das: Are any negotiations going on with the Rewa State for 
having a big hydro-electric scheme in that State? 

Mr. B. K. Ctokhsle: There is a scheme for having a dam on the Sone river 
The scheme is known as the Bihand scheme and negotiations are being earned 
on by the Government of the United Provinces with Eewa and Bihar and a few 
other States concerned. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: May T know if there is any idea of supplying electricity 
to the rural areas for domestic purposes? If so, will the Honourable Member 
take care that the current supplied is D. C and not A. 0. current and if it is 
AC., U is not of more than 110 voltage? 

Mr. B. X .'Ookhale; The supply will be of what is considered by the experts 
to be most suitable. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: And not by the women and cbildfen who die? 

Mr. President: Next question 

In-cbkasbd Expobt of Hides. 

841. * Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal; Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the export of hide has increased during the 
current financial year, if so, by what amount; 

(b) the percentage of increase in prices of shoes etc , during this period; and 

(c) whether it is also a fact that the slaughter of cattle has also increased 
during this period ? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar; (a) Yes. A statement showing exports 
of raw bufialow and cow hides during ten financial years ending 1945-46 end 
seven months Apnl to October 1946 is placed on the table. 

(b) So far as Government are aware the increase in the price of shoes during 
the cuirent financial year as compared with the last one varies from ten to 
fifteen per cent. 

(o) No figures are available about ttie total number of cattle slaughtered. I 
would however refer the Hwilmrable Member to the reply given on the 17th 
February 1947. 
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Stattmtnt 


Export of hidea and skins (Baw) — In tons. (Raw Buffalo, Cow and their Calf Skins but 
excluding raw goat and sheep skins.) 


l»U-89 

1937-88 

1938-39 

1939-40 

1940-41 

1941-42 

24,211 

21,608 

1 

16,407 

11,878 

7,231 ~j 

8,916 


1942-48 

1943-44 

1944-46 

1946-46 

April 1946 — October 
1946 

4,442 

3,402 

1,046 

672 

5.239 


Pnl. H. O'. Baag*: la any effort being made to relate the prices of aboea 
and ohaippala with the prices of hides? 

Hu Hoooianbls Hr. I. Z. Ohundilgar: 1 do not think there is any exclusiTo 
connectkn between the two. So far as the prices of hideB are concerned, there 
is no aubstantisl increase. The increase in price may be due to other faetoxa 
in the cost of production. 

Prof, H, G, Bangs: Then why is it that when the essential raw materia} for 
shoes, that is, hides, has not increased in its price, such a continuous rise of 
prices amounting to 10 to 16 per cent, during we last year is being allowed in 
regard to the prices of shoes? 

Hu BbMoanUa Xr. X. Z. Olumdrlgar; There is no question of allowing the 
moreaas, because the prices of aho^s are not controlled. But, as I said, apart 
from the cost of the hide, there are several other materials wUoh are us^ and 
the prioe of which has gone up. Then, toere is the labour factor and the wages 
have gone up. So, naturally, there would be some increase in the prioe of Ae 
article. 

MoNOPOLisno Pbioes or Kbbosbnb and Pbtbol. 

848. *lft. Kami Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Department of 
Works, Mines and Power, be pleased to state under what circumstwoea and for 
what reasons Gtovemment agreed to increase the prices of kerosene and petool? 

(b) Are Government aware that kerosene and petrol prices for India are 
monopolistio and are being settled by a pool? 

(c) Have Government the power to protect consumers against an undue rise 
in prices of these and other articles, where the prices are fixed on a monopolistic 
basis by the pool? 

(d) If 80 , under what law ? 

(e) When did they exercise these powers last? 

Mr. B. X. Ookhale: ^(a) There has been no recent increase in the prices of 
kerosene and petroleum. In fast prices have gradually decreased since the 5tb 
September 1942 for Kerosene and the 22nd January, 1944 for petroleum. 

(b) Kerosene and petrol prices in India are based mainly on the Gulf parii(y 
price for imported kerosene and petool and partly on the prices of indigenous 
production* as settled by the then Honourable Member in charge of Conimeroe 
with tiu representatives of the Oil Companies towards &e end of 1^9. The 
totals are pooled every six months and an average price is worked out which is 
normally kept unchanged during this period. The arrangement is worked by a 
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(Oouumbtee known as the Lawson Committee oonsistmg of representativeo of 
all the organized Oil Companies under the Chairmanship of the General Manager 
of M/s. Lurmah Shell and Company. The half yearly pool prices are subject 
vO Government approval. 

(o), (d) and (e). Government Ijiave the power to control the prices at wiuch 
petroleum and petroleum products may be bought or sold under sub-section 
(2) (o) of section 3 of the Essential Supphes (Temporary Powers) Act, ,1946. 
These powers have not so far been exercised. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that the prices of petrol were reduced 
when Eumaman and Eussian petrol came in some years ago and that this Gulf 
parity merely means the cost of transporting oil all the way from U.S.A., may 
I know whether Government have examined that India is not prejudiced by the 
manner of fixing this price because the cost of transport from the Persian Gulf 
to India is very much lower? 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: The oil throughout the world is controlled by certain 
oil interests about which my Honourable friend knows far more than I can 
pretend to know. The custom all over the world is that prices are based on 
Oulf parity, which means the price of petrol in the Mexican Gulf. It is the 
price as published in the U.S.A. where the biggest production takes place. To 
this is added what is called an origin differential, that is, the cost of transport 
from the Gulf to the country where it is sold. The custom 
tiiroughout the world is that this origin differential is charged irres- 
pective of where the actual supply comes from. Evan for petroleum 
from the Persian Gulf, India has to pay the cost of transport as -if 
that petroleum was brought from the Mexican Gulf. The only advantage that 
we got from the Conference of 1939 which the then Honourable VIembei in 
charge of Commerce had with the Oil Companies was that the origin differential 
was fixed at the pre-war rates. That means that any increase in the cost of 
transport during war time, was not added to the cost of petroleum m India -end, 
to that extent, this agreement has certainly helped India I may also add 
that prices, as I said, have been decreasing for the last, two or four years. The 
pre-war price of petrol was As. 10/6 without taking into consideration taxes and 
import duty. In September 1939, it was As. 10/6 and it rose to Be. 1/1 on 
the 22nd Jahuary 1944. II has now gone down to As. 11/6. Similarly, with 
kerosene It was Es. 2/14 in September 1939, rose to Es. 6/14 in September 
1942 and has now gone down to Es. 8/7. Similarly with inferior kerosene it 
was Es. 2/6 before the war, then rose to Es. 6/-/6 and is now Es. 2/9/6. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that His Majesty's Government has 
the controlling interest in the Peisian Gulf Oil Companies and that the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company has also the controlling interest in the B.O.C , will 
Government examine the vulnerable position in which India is with regard to 
oil prices and take such steps as in' their wisdom they think fit to protect this 
country against exploitation? 

Mr. B. K. Ck>khale: That question is very actively under consideration. ’ 

Seth Oovlnd Das: Is it a fact that the Government is going to remove the' 
control on petrol and kerosene oil shortly? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The question of removing the control is also under, 
consideration; but so long as these commodities continue in short supply, it is 
difficult to remove the control altogether. 

Prof. H. G. Baoga; What are the present prospects for the adequate supplies 
of kerosene oil in India? Are they likely to increase or are they increasing? 

Mr. B. K. Ooldtale: The prospects of increase in the supply of kerosene are 
very-b^hb. But there are two bottle-necks. One of them is tlio non- 
availability of tin plate and black plate The supplies are there but they cannot 
be moved because there are no containers sad the possibility of other types of 
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'Containers is being at present examined If that possibility materialises, I 
expect that there will be an increase in the supply of kerosene very shortly. 
The other difficulty is, of course transport on railways and the question of tank 
wagons. That also is being examined, 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: Is there any possibility of petrol rationing being 
removed in the near future? 

Mr. B. S. Ch>khale: That question may be addressed to the Transport 
Department which deals vdth rationing. ' 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Could the Honourable Member tell me where I can get 
petrol for As. 11/6 a gallon in Delhi? 

Mr. B. K. Ookbala: That Is the price of petrol at Port, that means where 
it is landed. To that has to be added the excise duty, taxes, cost of transport, 
and other charges. The price in Delhi is not what I am quoting; I am quoting 
the price at Port. 

Estabushmbdt or Embassies in Latin Amebioan Cottntbzbs. 

848. *Prol. H. G. Baaga: Will the Honourable Member for External Affairs 
be pleased to state: 

(a) what diplomatic contacts the Government of India have with the Govern- 
ments of countries in Latin America, notably, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, 
Peru and Chile; 

(b) whether any efforts are being made to establish Embaslles in ^ose 
countries; and 

(c) whether Government propose to consider the advisability of sending 
personal representatives to those countries to explore the possibilities of improv- 
ing our relations with them? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; (a) Diplomatic Missions have not 
so far been exchanged with countries in Latin America. 

(b) The Government are considering the establishment of diplomatic Missions 
in a nfimber of countries including the countries of Central and South America. 

(o) Government do not consider it necessary to send any such representatives 
at present, though they will consider doing so later, should it at any time appear 
desirable in the interests of India’s relations with those countries. 

Prol. N. O. Ranga; Was any effort made at the recent International Con- 
ferences when our re[)resentatives must have met representatives of these 
countries to carry on exploratory discussions with a view to facilitate an early 
opening of Embassies in these countries? . 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: Yes, Sir, there were such discus- 
sions and they were very satisfactoiy. The difficulty now is not the lack of 
desire on the part of the other countries or on our part, but mechanical diffi- 
culties of finding ways and means and selecting suitable people to fill these posts. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: Could the Honourable Member give us an idea of the 
average cost of each Embassy? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not know what the average 
would be because they must vary greatly. I am afraid I could not give this 
information now, but if the Honourable Member desires I could supply liim 
with such estimates as we have. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: In view of the fact that some of these countries are also 
a^oultural countries and happen to compete with India in International 
markets, and some others are interested in the production of tin and oils and 
Iheir services may be found to be extremely useful in In^’s economy, will the 
Government of India realize the urgency of establishing International relations 
with these countries, particularly in La^ America? 
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The Boaourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: The Government oi Lidia have 
considered all these matters and have tried to make up a list of relative pnon- 
ties, I cannot say o£E-hand where those countries come, but 1 do believe that 
one or two of them are m the first list of priority. 

AiXOWANOES to BUBBtA-lNDIAN ImBHGBABTS OS BEEUOEES 

844. *Prof. N. Q. Banga: Will (Jbe Honourable Member for Commonwealth 
Belatioiis be pleased to state 

(a) whether it is a fact that Govemment are insisting that all those Burma' 
Indian immigrants or leiugees who have been in veeeipt ot Goveniiuent advances 
or allowances should go buck to Jiuima by .June oi July as their allowances 
would be stopped by that tune, 

(bj il so, tba leusons loi stipul.itnig sii< b a (onditioii. 

(c) it the reply 'to part (a) is in the negative, do Government propose to- 
reassure these reiugeev that they aie free to go or not to go to Burma in the 
near future; 

^d) whether Government are aware that conditions of labour, wages, housing 
and security available for Indian labourers in Buima are not aatisfsiotory and 
that theie is a gieut demand from them for passages for India who are offering 
black-niaiket rates for a berth on the decks of ships sailing fo" India; and 

(e) whether Government propose to give due publicity in fcbj pmnoipal oentenes 
ot Bm ma-In(#iiiii refugees about the difficulties of conditioj s of living olit.iining 
111 Burma for nil Indian workers? 

Iffie Honouruble Pandit Jawiharlnl Nehxu: (a), (b) and (c) No pressure is 
being brought to bear on evacuees to leave for Bunns now or indeed at any 
time. On the other band, evacuees have been advised that only those of them 
who own land or house property in Bunna or are biisiries.smen who have their 
owm arrangements for accommodation, food, etc , should go at present Certain 
proposals regarding the progressive winding up of the existing scheme of finan- 
cial assistance to evacuees, so as to terminate it by the 29th Februnry,'* 1948, 
are, however, under consideration If these proposals materialise, evacuees m- 
receipt of financial assistance will be afforded certain facilities to return to 
Burma. Assistance will be discontinued to those of them that fail to take- 
advantage of the facilities offered. 

(d) As regards the first part of the question, Govemment of India have 
received reports that the condition of Indian labour is far from satisfactory As 
regards the second part, the position regarding shipping for repatriation from 
Burma has improved and nc^ coinjilaints of the nature referred to have been 
received by the Government of India in recent months 

(e) In Mtuch 1916, the Government of India gave wide publicity lo the lact 
that the cost of living in Burma was reported to be very high and that there 
was acute shortage of accommodation and transport Govemruient lielieve that 
this state of things is now widely known to evacuees; but the sugge.stioii ihatr 
further publicity regarding rhe difficult conditions of living in Bmrmn should be 
given will be considered 

Prof, N. O. Banga: What are the facilities that Govemment of Tiidia propose 
to provide to the evacuees if they wish to go back to Burma on the eswatii'n ot 
the payment of these allowances? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: The Honourable Member has not- 
got it quite correctly. We are trying to send them back as early as possible. 
Those who want to go back, we are tejjing them that you can go now If they 
say we capnot the allowances stop automatically because we cannot just 
g') on paying allowances There is no nppessity for them to go if we go on 
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paying them allowances here indefinitely. So if a chance is given tc them, and 
if they do not take advantage of the facilities offered, the assistance will be 
discontmued. The facihties — 1 am speaking from memory — are the cost of 
transit plus other expenses oh the journey. 

Prof. N. O. Hanga: But in view of the considerable difficulties that are being 
experienced by those who have already gone to Burma, will Government 
coEsider at least the advisability of exploring possibilities for providing employ- 
ment for these people in India when they stop these allowancBS? 

Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: The Honourable Menibor should 
be aware that this question affects not only these people from Biu’inn but tens 
of millions of people in India, it applies to all the people who have been and 
are going to be discharged from war factories. It la a very difficult position for 
them as well as for other services On the other hand there is a demand — and 
a rightful demand — for retrenchment, all round, and that retrenchment imme- 
diately produces these difficulties How those poor people are going to look 
after themselves^ These people from Burma have been paid allowances now 
for six years on a fairly Sfood scale. We propose to pay them still so long as 
they cannot go back to Burma, but it is an impossible situation fcr them — 
neither to return to Burma nor to do anything here and just go on getting allow- 
ances from us. 

Shri Sii PnkME: May I know from the Honourable Member as to ' when 
these OTacuees will be cleared out of Chunar so that my house whioh has been 
commandeered under the D. I. R. for their behoof may be given back to me*’ 

The Koaounble Pandit Jawahaclai Nehru: I am extremely sorry to bear tiiat 
the Honourable Member has been inconvenienced, and my attention was not 
drawn to this fact, but if we can afford him any help in Chunar we shall certainly 
do so. 


Pbofbbtv OB' Enemy Counteebs in Cbntkal Pbovinobs and Bibab 

845. ’llr. O. B, Zhuil: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member be- 
pleased to state ' 

(a) whether there are any properties belougmg to enemy countries in the 
Central Provinces and particularly in Berar; if so, what they are; 

(b) whether negotintiohs are being carried on with any party or parties for 
their disposal; 

(c) whether Government are aware that they have not been advertised for 
sale, 

(d) whether Government propose to advertise their sale and dispose them of 
by public auction or after inviting sealed tenders ; and 

(e) whether Governnieut propose to lay on the table of the House a list of all' 
'5iich properties v'ested in the custodian of Enemy Propel ty or firms so far as 
(\>ntral Provinces and Berar are concerned? 

The Honourable Hr. I I. Ohund^ar: (a), (b) and (e). Messrs. Toyo Manka 
Kaisha and the Japan Cotton Trading Company Limited each had a cotton 
ginning and pressing factory at Amraoti. These factories are at preseul vested 
in the Gustodikn of Enemy Property, who is negotiating for their sale to the 
Amraoti Taluk Agricultural Association through the Provincial Government of 
C. P. and Berar. The negotiations have not so far been finalised. 

( 0 ) Tea. 

(d) The procedure fo be followed in regard to the sale of these properties is 
under consideration. 

Shli 8ll Pvakasa: May I repeat my question to my Honourable friend 
Mr. Deiii and ask him also as to who Ifis enemies are? 

Hr, VVMldant; That is well known by now. 
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Statistics oi? Waoes fob Aobioultubal Labodbbbs 

■f846. *8ri V. Oangarsju: Will the Honourable the Labour ^Member be pleased 

to btate 

(a) whether the Government have got any statistics on wages tor agricultural 
laboureis, 

(b) if the answer to part (a) above be in the affirjiriative, whether Government 
propose to place those statistics on the table ot this House, and 

(c) if the answer to (a) above be m the negative, whether Government pro- 
pose to anange for the collection of such statistics m the various Provinces;-’ 

The Honourable Shri Jsgjivan Ram: (a) Some Provincial Governments pub- 
lish quinquinnial Agricultural Wage Census Report Accordmg to information 
available, the reports, except in the case of the Punjab and Bombay were all 
pubhshed pre-war. The latest Punjab and Bombay Reports relate to the year 
1942-40. 

(b) Government would obtain available copies of the reports and place them 
in Ae Library of the House. 

(o) Government have already taken up with Provincial Governments the 
question of instituting an enquiry into agricultural labour conditions in various 
provinces to ascertain the svstems and quantum of wages mid perquisites paid 
to agricultural workers their earnings, regularity of employment, working and 
living conditions with a view to consider what steps should be taken to improve 
their conditions of employment and to enable them to reach a reasonable 
stendard of living. A scheme for the regular collection of statiBtic.s on agricul- 
tural wages is also under consideration of the Agriculture Department 

Rbpatbution of Indians from Java and Sumatra 

847. *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
External Affairs pleusc state whether in view of the unsettled conditions in 
Java and Sumatra Government propose to make necessary arrangements for the 
repatriation of such Indian civilians as are .anxious to i-eturn to this country'’ 

(h) If so, what facilities do Government piopose to afford to them'’ 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlsl Nehru: (a) and (b). Steps have already 
been taken to repatriate from Java and Sumatra those Indian nationals resident 
there who wore desirous of returning to India. Last autumn the Government 
of India chartered two ships, at an approximate cost of Ra. 2,00,000, for this 
purpose and since then a number of Indians have been brought back to India 
in paddy ships In all more than 3.000 persons have so far been repatriated. 
Eew Indians who wish to return to India now remain in Java and Sumatra and 
arrangements are being made to obtain passages for them as soon as possible. 

Rrstbiotion on Remittanosis to India prom Indian Nationals in Prbnoh 
Indo-Chin 

848. •Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Ckiunder: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Extemed Affairs be pleased to state the action taken' by Government on the 
representations made bv the Indian Associat'oii in Tndo-Ohina-Saigon on*behalf 
of the Indian Nationals in French Tndo-Cbina, who are experiencing difficulties 
to make remittances to their families in India on account of the restrictions 
imposed by the Government of India and at what stage the matter stands at 
present 9 

(by Were any representations maile to Government in this connection, by 
Sri V, Nadimiithu Pillai, Member of the Constituent Assembly, describing the 
conditions of the Indian Nationals in Indo-China, and citing reference to the 

f Answer to this question Isid 'on the teble, the qnessioner being absent. 
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TepUes to parts (a) and (b) of starred question No. 441, asked by Sri T. A. 
Bamalingam Chettiar on 22nd February 1946, regarding the exchange fao^ties 
ito Indian Nationals in French Indo-China to send money to their families in 
India? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Government of India promised to expedite the matter , 
if so, at.what stage does the matter st.md at present, when Government have 
appointed an Indian Consul in French Indo-China^ 

(d) Was any final leport leceived by Government on this matter? 

(e) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of instructing the 
Vice-Consul at Saigon to conclude the debt settlement and remove the exchange 
restrictions to facilitate the Indian Nationals to make remittances to India 
freely? 

The Hooporable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: (a) to (e) Government have re- 
ceived representations from Mr V. Nadirnuthu Pillai and from representatives 
of the Indian community in Indo-China in regard to the refusal of the French 
authorities in Indo-China to allow remittances by Indian nationals in that 
country. They are aware that this refusal has resulted in hardship to those 
persons in India who would have been beneficiaries from such remittanoee. 

Every effort is being made to reach an agreement with the French Govern- 
ment, through negotiations in Indo-China and directly with the French authori- 
ties in India, for the removal of the prohibition on remittances from French 
Indo-China to India Negotiations with the French authorities have reached en 
advanced stage and the Government of India hope that a final settlement will 
now not be long deferred 

8rl T. ▼. Satakopachari: May I know how long it will take? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehm; I have just said that wo hope to 
come to a settlement soon. It is very difficult for me to fix a time 

(b) Written Answers 

liCPOBTATrON OP StBSL FOB BUILDING PURPOSES 

849. *llr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state what steps have Government taken to encourage the importa- 
tion of steel for building purposes, of which there is a great shortage in India? 

(b) Have any licences for such imports been asked for and, if so, how many? 

(c) Ts t a fact that Government are refusing licences for such imports and, 
if so, why? 

(d) Have Government exanuped the possibilitv of abolishing import duties 
on steel useful for building purposes with a view to encouraging imports? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigan <a) The Iron and Steel Control Organi- 
sation have made enquiries from U.K., U.S.A and Australia regarding the 
availability of iron and steel for all purposes including building for export to 
India, but have so far been unable to secure any imports owing to the shortage 
of steel in those countries. 

(b) Licences for 11,452 tons of structurals and bars, 2,S62 tons of sheet and 
22,^4 tons of pipes, tubes and fittings have been issued for imports from foreign 
countries. 

(c) Till recently imp(»t licences were granted to any person who could 
substantiate his application with definite proof of availability. From June 1946 
to the end of January 1947 licences were, however, restricted to imported 
materials of which the selling price was not m<»e than Es. 100 aboVe the dec- 
lared price in India of similar materials. In view of Government deoieion to 
make all imports of steel of the controlled categories in future on its own 
aooouni, and to equalise the prices the issue of import licences was dis^tinued. 
The question was, however, discussed further on Saturday the Ist March, at the 
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medting of the Btandiug Advisory Committee of the Legislature attached to the 
Departmeot of Industries and Supplies when it was decided to give facihtics to 
genuine consumers to import steel for their own use. In accoi^ance with this 
decision mstruotions have been given to the Controller of Steel Imporls and a 
press notice is being issued by him. 

(d) As the Honourable Member is aware, the iron and steel industry envoys 
protection upto the 31st March 1947. The question of continuance of this pro- 
tection is at present under examination and the possibility of abolishing the 
import duty on steel useful for building purposes v^l also be considered in this 

Dieeot Teadb Aobekmbnt with U. 8. A. 

8M. *KAiMraikuniar Sr. Sir Vi]«ya Anooda: Will the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member be pleased to state whether, in view of the fact that discrimi- 
nating tariff against the United States vis-a-vis Britain under Imperial pre- 
ference cannot continue, Goveniment propose to consider the desirability of 
negotiating a direct trade agreement with the United States of America on the 
lines of the Indo- American Aviation Agreement? 

Tk* ■oMUEble Mr. I. Z. Ohundrigat.* No, Sir The Government of India 
feel that in view of the forthcoming International Trade and Employment Con- 
ference it will be inadvisable to take up at this stage the question of negotiating 
a direct trade agreement with the Umted States of America. 

Hoaedino and Pbofitbekino Pbbvention Qbdinanob. 

«S1. *Paiidit Mnkut Bihari Z^d Bhugava: Will the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member be pleased to state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention 
Ordinance is still in force in the Centrally administered areas; and 

(b) if 60 , whether Government propose to repeal it? 

TBa Bbmourabla Mr. I. Z. Ohundrl^: The question should have been 
addressed to the Honourable Member for Industries and Supplies. It has 
accoriUngiy been transferred to the list of questions for the 13th March 1047, 
when it be answered by the Honourable Member for Industries and Supplies. 

Bashiko or Construction in ‘ Qandhi Naoab ’ Colony in Delhi 

SI9. *flQM Mohan Lai Saksena: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines 
and Power Department be pleased to state whether Governmer\t are aware of 
the existence of a small colony named "GandJii Nagar” with a population of 
6,000 on the other side of the river Jamuna? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government of India has banned all further^ construc- 
tions in this area? 

(e) In view of the scarcity of houses in Delhi, do Government propose to lift 
the ban on constructions in this locality ^ 

fd) Oonsidering the nearness of this Nagar to the city, do Government 
propose to encourage the development of this Nagar? 

Mr B. K. OokhaTS; The subject is one few the Health Department. It has 
accordingly been transferred to the list of questions for the 17th March 1947, 
when it will be answered by the Secretary of the Health Department 

Objechtos by Mysore to Construction on Dams across Laxmana-thirtha River 
IN Coosa. 

858. *Lala Deshbaodhu Oupta; (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines 
and Power Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Ooorg 
Administration has drawn up schemes for constructing Dams across the rivers 
Laxmana-thirtha (South roorgl and Harangi (North Coorg) in order to irrigate 
about 13,000 acres of land? 
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(b) Are Government aware that Mysore Durbar has raised some objections 
in this connection as these nvers are the tributaries of the river Kaveri whose 
waters are now utilised by Mysore through Krishnaraja Sagar Dam"'* 

(c) Has this matter been referred to the Gtoveminent of Jndia for necessary 
action? 

(d) If so, when? 

Mr. B. E. Ctokhale: (a) Yes. The extent of land to be irrigated bj these 
schemes is about 9,000 acres — 6,000 acres by the Harangi Project and 3,000 
acres by the Lakshmanathirtha Inject. 

(b) So far as the Government of India are aware, the Mysore Government 
have raised objections only in regard to the Lakshmanathirtha Irrigatiim Project. 

(o) and (d). Yes. The Chief Commissioner, Coorg, proposed in December 1946 
that the Government of Mysore should be advised to withdraw their objections. 
The Central Waterways, Irrigation and Navigation Commission was consulted 
and the Chief Commissioner was requested in April 1946 to supply certain 
further details. The reply of the Chief Commissioner has not yet been received. 


UN STABBED QUESTION AND AN8WEE 

Supply of Table Fans in BesidbnobsVp Officers drawing Bs. 600 p.h. 

77. Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mmes and 
Power Department please state whether Government are aware of the past 
practice to supply table fans ou hire during summer season to occupants of 
Government residences in order of priority of their applications irrespective of 
their pay? 

(b) Aie Governmerit aware tJiat the practice has since been modified and 
that the fans are now supplied only to such officers as are in receipt of Bs. 6U0 
per ineiistm and above? 

(c) Are Government aware that this has involved a j^reat hardship on low 
panl Government servants in view of the fact that the number of ceiling fans 
m their residences is much siualler than those in the residences of officers draw- 
ing pay of Its 600 p m and ubovq, who can easily afford to hure fans by private 
arrangements in market'^ 

(d) Do Government propose to revive the old piactice, in view of the fact 
that the war is now over? 

(e) If so, do Government propose to give effect to the cliange from the loth 
March 1947 when the Summer Season is likely to start? 

Mr. B. E' Ckikhale: (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(o), (d) and (e). Government do not appear to have received any complaints 
although the new rules were introduced in 1946 on account of shortage of table 
fens. and jjhe difficulty of buying new ones The matter will be reconsidered 
tvhen the suply position becomes easier than it is at present. 
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^ Dkmand No 24 — ^Dkpa&tmbkt op Laboob — contd. 

Labour Policy of ihe Qovemment of India — contd. 

Hr. Pnaldent: The House will now proceed with the out motion moved 
yesterday by Mr. Joshi to discuss the labour policy of Government. 

Tlie Honourable Sbii Jagjivan Bam (Labour Member): Sir, 1 fail to imder- 

is Nooir object my Honourable fnend Mr. Joshi moved 

this cut motion. The intention of a cut motion is either to censure 
Government or to draw their attention to something. 

Hr. H. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official): To censure Goveiliment if the 
reply is unsatisfactory. 

Tho Honourable Shri Jagjivan Bam: I am coming to that. If it is to 
censure Government 1 am afraid my Honourable fnend has not made out any 
case in his speech for censuring them. If it is to draw their attention, I am 
afraid he has placed before Government no new items which Government has 
not already taken up. Therefore I sfiid I fail to imderstand his intention in 
moving this cut motion All the same for the information of the House, and 
nob for Mr. Joshi alone, I shall place before the House the steps that this 
Government has already taken or propose to take m order to improve the 
condition of the working classes of this country. As soon as we took charge 
of this Government, I convened a series of conferences m order to discuss a 
five-year plan of work to improve the condition of the working classes. And 
Mr Joshi 13 well aware of that scheme, a copy of the scheme was sent to the 
All-India Trade Union Congress of which my Honourable fnend happens 
be the General Secretary. 

Mr. N. M. Joshi: I did not plead ignorance of that scheme 

The Honourable Shn Jagjivan Bam: And the scheme was discussed prima- 
rily in the conference of provmcial Labour Ministers, after that at a con- 
ference of State Labour Ministers, and then at a conference of representa- 
tives of employers and workers at which the All-India Trade 
Union ' Congress was also represented. Now, I will refer to the items 
which Mr. Joshi has placed before the House and before Government to be 
taken up, and I will show from the scheme which we have formulated and 
which is to be executed in the next five years that all these items are covered 
by our scheme ; rather we have got a larger- number of items which are bound 
to ameliorate the condition of the workmg classes Jto a greater extent than 
Mr. Joshi has suggested. He has suggested minimum wages in organised 
.industries, housing, health insurance, employment insurance and retirement 
benefit. These are the five items which he has suggested to he included in 
the five-year programme. He has also suggested other things regarding 
strengthening of the staff of the Labour Department, putting the tripartite 
labour committee on an independent basis, and giving a freer hand to the 
executives of the Labour Department in order to carry out their pro^mme. I 
propose, Sir, to examine, in some detail, the proposal that Mr. Joshi has made 
and the work which we have already undertaken or propose to undertake in 
the near future 

At the very outset, I want to make it clear that one of the major objectives 
of Government policy will be to secure to the workers the highest practtcable 
standard of living. I have made it clear on more than one occasion that no 
industry which cannot afford to pay living wages to it's workers has a right 
( 1692 > 
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to survive. If that industry is indispensable m the interest of the oommunlty 
or the nation it may be subsidised by the community; but the industry can- 
not have a right to subsist on the exploitation of the working classes. And I 
can assure the House and assure the workmg classes that so long as I am here 
I shall wOTk with that objective in view. 

Mr. Joshi began by comparing the conditions in this country with the 
conditions in America and other western countries. I for one admit that the 
condition of the working classes in this country is far from satisfactory; 1 admit 
that the working classes here in India are getting, ten times less pay than the 
working classes in other countries get. But may I draw the attention of 
Mr. Joshi to the fact that our country is ten times* less mdustnalised than 
those other countries? May I draw his attention to the fact that we are still 
at least a century behind the indusiadally developed countries of the west? As 
a practical man 1 have always thought that there is no reason why the condi- 
tion of the working classes of this country should not be brought to the same 
level as in other coimtries But this cannot be done overnight; it will take 
some time. Only a miracle man can do it overnight; not a human being who 
has to face a number of limitations brought about by a first-class war and 
dislocation of the social order not only here but m all countries. But all the 
same we have been persistently trying to improve the conditiqjj of the working 
classes, — the working classes not only m organised uidustries as Mr Joshi 
suggests, but also of those who are far more numerous than the industrial 
labour * 

We have formulated a scheme to cover all categories of labour, all cate- 
gories of working classes and it is our intention to improve their condition 
Perhaps it may take sometime but several factors have to be taken into account 
m judging our progress I may for the renewed and fresh information of Mr 
Joshi give out the items of the programme which are included in our five 
years’ plan They are- 

Statutory prescription of minimum wages in .sweated industries and 
occupations, 

Promotion of ‘fair wage’ agreements 

Steps will be taken to secure for workers m Plantations a living wage. 

It is also proposed to set up an enquiry into the earnings of agricultural 
labourers Upon the results of the enquiry will depend here nature and the 
ui tlie niiMsiircs neicss.uv to piotect the w.iges oi these clas&e.s of wor- 
kers from sliding below the minimum. 

Reduction in the hours of- work in mines to bnng the working hours iti line 
with the hours of work in factories which have been recently reduced from 
54 to 48 a week 

Legislation to regulate hours of work, spread-over, weekly rest periods and 
holidays with pay for other classes of workers not now subject to regulation, 
c y , tliosc cmplnvi'd in sbojis inul commcuinl midt'H.ikings, lOiid transport 
services, dock and municipal labour. 

Overhaul of the Factories Act with a view to the prescription and enforce- 
ment of right standards in regard to lighting, ventilation, safety, health and 
welfare of the workers Condilaons of work* are to be improved, particularly 
in unorganised industries and work places to which the present Factories Act 
does not apply. 

Revision of the Mines A'ct to bring about similar improvements in the 
working conditions in mines. 

Organisation of industrial training and apprenticeship schemes on a large 
seale with a view to improving the productive and earning capacity of workers 
and enabling them to qualify for promotions to higher grades. 
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Provision of adequate housing for workers to the extent of the 

both of man power and materials, that can be made available for this 8er\ 

Steps will be taken to secure for workers m plantations, mining and other 
categories provision of housing 

Organisation of the Health Insurance Scheme, applicable to factory workers 
to start with, for the provision of medical treatment and monetary relief during 
sickness, maternity benefit on an extended scale, medical treatment in the 
case of disablement and the substitution of pensions dunng periods of disable- 
ment and to dependents, m eftse of death, in place of the present lump sum 
payments. » 

Eevision of the Workmen’s Compensation Act with a view to extending to 
other classes of workers the benefit provided for under the Health Insurance 
Scheme in respect of disablement and dependent benefits 

A central law for maternity benefits to secure for other than factory workeis 
the extended scale of benefits provided under the Health Insurance Scheme 

Extension to other classes of workers, the right, within specified limits, to 
leave with allowances dunng periods of sickness. 

Provision of creches and canteens. 

Welfare of the coal mining labour and welfare of the Mica mining labour 

Over and above this, we have been pressing the need of strengthening the 
inspection staff in the provinces. We have already started trainmg of 
Eactoiy Inspectors We are strengthening the Inspectorate of Mines. The 
items which Mr. Joshi has suggested are more than covered in this five vear 
programme. The only difference that he would like to make out is that the 
minimum wages should be prescribed not only in the sweated mdustrio-; but 
in all “organized” industries, the word ‘organised’ is quoted from bis own 
speech. 

As regards minimum wages in organised industry, the workor.s in those 
industries which have been organised into trade unions by the efforts of lea- 
ders of workers who claim to have been working among the working classes 
of this country, are in a position to secure for themselves something which 
may be regarded as a minimum wage, if rot a living wagr The conditions 
of those workers who are not organised is worse Thev ara not in a position 
to assert themselves or to secure for themselves even a minimum wage At 
the first stage it is necessary to help such workers who are not organised or 
in a position to bargain with their employe's to secure a minimum wage. So 
our intention is in the first instance to take up the sweated industries and if 
it is found necessary to expand its scope not for the orgrised indnstrinl wor- 
kers but for other categories of workers. It will be done 

As regards organised industries it is pioposed to promote fair wage.s agre- 
ements between the employers and the employees and if necessary to have a 
legislation to that effect We are also proceeding with the work of standar- 
disation of occupational terms and wages in m.ijor industnes and the deter- 
mination of the differential in wage rates as between vanous organisations in 
an indii.stry We have already taken up the work of standardisation of occu- 
pational terms 

As regards plantation labour and other categories of labour wo are think- 
ing of forming tripartite organisations for each industry A Plantation 
Labour Conference was held in January last and an agreement was reached 
between Government, employers and workers, that a quick enquiry into 
Family Budgets should be conducted with a view to ascertaining the present 
level of earnings and the normal requirements of workers and that as soon as 
the investigations are concluded, there should be a conference to discuss and 
settle rates of wages for plantation workers. Tlie enquiry has been set on 
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foot. Pending the enquiry, employers in Austun and - Bengal tea garden* 
have already agreed to tde grant ot an ad hoc increase of dearness allowance 
equivalent to Zo% of the basic wages. 

Government intends setiting up tripartite organisations for diflerent mdua- 
partite orgumsutions and industrial committees will go a great lengon in secu- 
tries like coal, cotton, textile, jute, hide and leather and others. ihese tri- 
ring for the workers improvements in their wages and social security measures. 

It 18 necessary to examine the question ot wage adjustments not merely 
for the beneht ot industrial workers, but also ot the vast mass of workers on 
land. Owing to the vastness of the subject, the unorganised condition of 
workers, the absence of adequate data and the disparate conditions obtaming 
in the different parts of the country, we cannot hope to solve the problem by 
the device of industrial committees. The first requisite is to get a clear idea 
of the conditions of the problem and this might be obtained only by institu- 
ting a comprehensive enquiry into the earnings, opportunities of employment 
and the standards of living of agricultural woikers in the various parts of the 
country. The Labour Department has drafted a questionnaire and it has 
been circulated to provincial and a number of State Governments and certain 
select Economists for their comment and criticism. As soon as their com- 
ments are received, the questionnaire will be finalised and the enquiry will 
be started. It is a huge task which will have to be undertaken with the 
co-operation of provincial and State Governments It is noteworthy that a 
number of State Governments are taking interest in this enquiry. Govern- 
ment are moving as fast as possible in the matter of wage-fixation but it is 
very difficult to reach satisfactory voluntary .-urreements between employers 
and workers. Then the Government will consider the question of introducing 
legislation to set up Wage Boards with statutorv powers of fixing wages 
The Health Insurance Bill has already been introduced in the Assembly 
A comprehensive amendment of the I'uctories Act has already been taken up 
and will be introduced in this session of the Assembly. An officer has al- 
ready been detailed to study the question relating to unemployment, old age 
and retirement pensions. It would take a little time before tentative con- 
clusions can be formulated to serve as a basis of discussion. In this connec- 
tion I may point out that in our country it is not a ijnestion of unemployment 
only of a comparatively small number of industrial workera Our country is 
suffering mainly from unemployment and uiid.'r employment Vast mosses 
of workers working in the villages are unemployed for a major portion of the 
year and they are under employed even during the working period. The whole 
question is how to utilise our man power. The difficulty is not lack of in- 
tention on the part of Government, , but the difficulty is how to develop the 
country. Today every Honourable Member m the Ilouse will agree with me 
that in spite of the best intention of the Central Government in spite of the 
best intention of the Provincial Governments to lake up new schemes for the 
development of the country and of the respective provinces in spite of the 
best efforts of the industrialists to have new industries developed in this 
country, there are difficulties which we have to face in securing machinaries 
and in securing materials and qualified piTsonnel and thus expanding the 
resources of the country. While considering the imiirovement of the working 
classes, we will have to take into consideration the limitations which we have 
to face due to abnormal conditions. I do not want to take up more time 
of the House. I have already taken a lot of time of th« House, but I may assure 
Mr. Josh', Mr. Guruswami and other friends that the Government do not wish 
to writ for their suggestions before taking notion. Government h.ss already 
taken up schemes for the amelioration of labour. Government will of course 
welcome any suggestion and constriicMve criticism from friends.' But T may 
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say that we are already proceeding on these lines and so there is no jjstific- 
atiou for any criticism It may be that in Mr. Joshi’s assessment, we might 
not bo moving as fast as lie would like us to do. But I may assure him that 
we are aa'an-xions as he is to get our measures through. But the difficulties 
are here m the Assembly itself My Honourable friend Mr. .loshi and his^ 
other labour friends took up rather much of the time of the House in repeat- 
ing the same arguments and they took several days over a single Bill which 
could have been finished in a few hours By taking more time of the House, 
they prevented Government from bringing forward other measures which 
wou'<l be beneficial to working classes 

As regards strengthening our department, 1 agree with him, but the diffi- 
culty is in getting suitable men Ever since I took charge of this depart- 
ment, I have been trying to get suitable men to place them in charge of 
certain sections. So far we have been relying only on provincial governments 
to give us offieeis. Inspito of lepeated requests, we have not been able to 
get suitable officers from them. 

As regal ds the (Standing Labour Committee I should like to take one or 
two minutes ou that po.ut Mr. Joshi is confusing tho whole issue when he 
compares tho Standing Labour committee with l.L O. The 1 L 0. is not an in- 
stitution attached to one particular government, but the I.L.O. is an Association 
of sovere gn States aud its aim is to bring about an improvement in internaiional \ 
labour standards and ensure that the countries compete on even terms The 
Jl.L 0 has not forged new standards of labour po'icy and administration 
Some countries are advanced aud others are less advanced 'Phe I.L.O. 
.kttempts to narrow the gap between the more advanced and less advanced 
countries. Many countries vote for the conventions, but do not ratify them 
According to the constitution as amended at Montreal last year. Member 
States are required to explain every year why they have not ratified the con- 
vention. This obligation is likely to introduce an element of realism in 
voting and it may well be that few'er conventions will be framed in the years 
to come, as no country would hereafter rush to vote for a convention which 
iK may not be able to implement. The Indian Labour conference on the 
other hand is an advisory body set up to advise government on measures which 
should be taken to improve labour standards Constitutionally both the 
Centre and the provinces have full legislative authority in regard to labour 
matters and it is impossible to set up in India a conference similar to the 
I.L.O. It is only when the Centre ceases to have legislative authority and 
all power vasts in the provinces that it may become necessary to have an or- 
ganisation where fully autonomous provincial governments and the States 
will come together and discuss standards of labour policy and administration 
If the constitution of the Indian Labour conference under such circumstan- 
ces includes a provision that the participating governments must give an 
account why they have not implemented the decisions of the conference, they 
are bound to vote only for such measures as they may be in a position to im- 
plement. The pace of reform will be slow. While it may be possible to 
iron out differences in standards from province to province, State to State, 
it is by no means certain that the Conference would be an instrument in forg- 
ing new standards of labour pol'oy and administration for the country as a 
whole. So long as the present Constitution remains, it is premature to con- 
sider a change I do not agree with the views that the Standing Labour com- 
mittee should continue to have a place on an independent footing with an in- 
dependent Chairman and a Director paid heavily, as heavilv as the Director 
of I.L.O, or as much as the Secretary to the Government of India here. As 
a matter of fact when the Tripartite labour conference is there and when we 
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are goiQg to have a number of industrial committees for various trade and in- 
dustry, there is no necessity for the Labour committee. I personally feel 
that in particular trade and industry, it is those persons who are specialised 
in that industry who will be helpful in giving suggestions and advice to the 
Government. We are going to have a number of industrial committees for 
various industries and trades. In that view, I do not agree with my Honour- 
able friend’s suggestion on that point. As regards other suggestions, as I 
have already remarked, we have taken up those items and are proceeding with 
them as fast and as expeditiously as we can. We are all anxious, as much 
as Mr. Joshi, to see thpt the working classes in this country get better living 
conditions than they have at present. 

Hr. President: The question is* 

“That the demand under the head ‘Department of Labour* be reduced by Ba. 100." 

'The motion was negatived. 

Demand No. 11 — Cabinet. 

Welfare of Scheduled Caete. 

Bao Bahadur N..Sivara| (Nominated Non-Official): Sir, I move: 

“That the demand under the head ‘Cabinet* be reduced by Ra. 100,** 

My object in doing so is to discuss the welfare of the community which'! 
have the privilege of representmg m this Honourable House. Of late, a fee- 
ling has come over the members of my commumty that the Government of 
India is trying to undo what little has been done by the Government of India 
hitherto. In other words my anxiety is 1>o see that the position of the sche- 
duled castes with reference to the benefits or such benefits as the Government 
of India confer upon the people of this country is stabilised. Whether it 
is due to the pre-occupation of the members of the Interim Government with 
their own affairs or it is due to the avowed policy of ignoring the claim of the 
scheduled castes, the fact is that for some time past the recognition that has 
been given to our community is being gradually taken away. I can quote a 
number of instances but in view of the little time at my disposal, it is not 
possib'e to do so. However I will indicate the tendency. I will take one 
instance. Whenever the Government of India sent out delegations from this 
country overseas, they always made it their policy to try and find out if they 
could not get representatives from the scheduled castes to bo put on these 
delegations. Of late I have seen that a number of delegations have gone out 
and in not one of them even an inquiry is made as to whether they could 
not select a Scheduled castes representative. I also find that with regard 
to the qualifications which have been prescribed for recruitment to the Foreign 
Service they have put the qualifications so high that it will really result in 
shutting out the members of the Scheduled castes. That was not the policy 
adopted bv the Government hitherto so far ns the recruitment of the scheduled 
castes was concerned. A minimum qualification sufficient to carry the res- 
ponsibility of the office was insisted on but now I find in the advertisement 
for Foreign Service that very high qualifications have been prescribed. 

Again, Sir, we feel that in spite of the Government Besolution fixing the 
quota of representation for the scheduled castes in the Central services, no 
attempt has so far been made to find out whether that Besolution is being 
carried out and we have always suggested to the Government of India that 
an administrative officer should be appointed to inquire into this question and 
see from time to time whether a department or departments are really getting 
round this rule. We are afraid that the Government Besolution is not being 
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carried out in man; inatanoes and the Government shuts its eyes to such hap^ 
pemngs. 1 would personally suggest to the Government of India that a 
scheduled caste man is not needlessly shut out in the matter of recruitment to 
the services and that in order to see to this a representative of the scheduled 
oastes should be put on the Federal Public S.ervice8 Commission. That is a 
demand that we have always been making. No doubt it is true that the 
F.P.S.C. must rise above all prejudices but consisting as they do of 
human beings and particularly in these days, as human beings are so excited 
communally and otherwise, we fear that justice is not being done to us even 
by the Federal Public Service Commission. So, I think that the Govern- 
ment of India ought to take care to see that they give us representation on 
the Federal Public Service Commission. 

Then with regard to the Education Department, something has happened 
recently. There are two scholarship boards. One is the General Scholar- 
ship Board for sending a certain number of Indians about 800 in number, over- 
seas for tra iiing. The other is the special one created to distribute the 
number set apart for the scheduled castes by the Government of India for 
purposes of higher education In the General Scholarship Board represent- 
atioi; has alwiws been given to the scbedu’ed castes in order to see that the 
members of the community get their advantages there but now I find that no 
representation is given and what I am afraid has happened is that they said 
that so far ns the general scholarships were concerned the scheduled castes 
are not ent iled to it, that they are not entitled to a reservation of these scho- 
larships and they must be relegated entirely to the scheduled castes board and 
this is n matter wh'ch has caused great concern to us. 

Then we feel that far from our quota being taken away from the General 
Scholarships Board, more ought to have been given, having regard to the fact 
that we bine been kept back nil these years and there should bo a further 
increase in the quota that is allotted to the Scheduled Castes Scholarships 
Board. 

Sir, T fotd that so far this problem of the scheduled castes has been tack- 
led as a social problem. I feel also that most people who talk about the wel- 
fare of the scheduled castes and their betterment think that they can do it 
j'ust when tliev iinnt (o do it, just as it nienses them to do it but from our 
point of view the problem of the scheduled castes ‘s a very serious one. It is 
becoming increasingly serious and it is becoming a major problem. I see 
already si"''s of our people demanding these things as a matter of right and 
not ns a m-'tter of concession. They refuse to take it as a gilt from anybody 
and that is due to the fact that during these two wars quite a number of people 
have .beau overseis end if I stand here today and rn'se this question, it is 
because of the feel'ng that has come over the members of our community 
that they should now demand these things os a matter of right and take 
them as a -nntter of right and that thev should not hang on to the coat tails 
of one or the other m order to establish their rights 

I mav a'so tell Honourable Members of this House, through you, that 
we considei this question of the scheduled castes from the point of view of 
humanity Very often our posit’on is misunderstood and misrenresented 
I can assiu-e vou on my own behalf and on behalf of the scheduled castes 
that our nl icct is not to dominate either the Hindus or the Muhammadans. 
We should he thankful if we are protected in the clash that arises very often 
between th' Hmdus and Muhammadans in the various provinces. But our 
position is ‘h^s that we want to assert ourselves humanly. I want freedom 
for India ''••d in order that I mivht enjov and share it. Many may 

he happy ui th's House that we are getting freedom very soon but wo feel 
Hhat that freedom may not be of sueh great use to us, for we fear that . it may 
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be exercised to our disadvantage. Mr. Attlee says that he would not hand 
over India to the depressed classes In fact, be says that they expect no- 
body to hand over this power to the depressed classes. I do not know what 
exactly is the significance of that statement. But does he know that the 
original rulers of thi^ counffry — I need not' quote names — were the people who 
belonged to the scheduled castes. Sir, our fight is not one for political power, as 
I said, but our method of approach to the solution of the question of the schedu- 
led castes is different. Our fight is almost ideologcal We feel that we were <jnce 
free and it is because of a particular system of society that we have been 
treated as untouchables. Even the constitution of the villages in India 
shows that we are ideologically opposed to the Hindus from the very outset 
and that is why we do not come under what is called' Hinduism. But it is 
the Brahmanical system of society that has treated us most ungenerously 
jit is because of that treatment that we have lost all the opportunity that we 
normally should have for our children being sent to the schools who are 
between the ages of 8 and 11 Whereas the caste Hindu children are study- 
ing and plaving in schools, our children have no such facilities Then you 
prescribe first class qualifications for us. Kow can the Government expect 
that c’ass of people from our society? We, therefore, feel that the Govern- 
ment ought to treat this quest on as a major problem because it concerns the 
welfare and happiness of 60 million people, who, if they are kept in their pre- 
sent conditions m this country, might be a source of danger to the peace and 
prosperity of this country. 

Secondly, we are afraid having regard to the very vast and rapid changes 
that are taking place m the political field of this country and also having 
regard to the fact that the present Interim Government is functioning in sec- 
tors, that our intetests may be forgotten and probably ultimately negatived. 
So, we feel that in future the subject of the welfare of the schedu’ed castes 
must be made a Central subject and this from two points of view In the 
first place, we want to remove ourselves from the troubles and turmoils of pro- 
vincial clashes between various parties in the provinces and, secondly, God 
alone knows how the provinces nurse their funds and how they ut lise them 
but they have not enough resources to tackle this big problem. Tt is for these 
reasons that we want that the subject of the welfare of the Rcliediiled castes 
ought to be made a Central subject In fact, that is one of the demands of 
the Scheduled Castes Federation We fear that instead of makuig it a major 
problem and a subject for Central Administration what little has hitherto 
been done is being sought to be taken away With these words, I move the 
motion. 

Mr. President: Cut motion moved- 

"That the demand under the head 'Cabinet' be reduced by B». 100.” 

Prof. N. O. Banga (Guntur cum Nellore: Non-Muhammadan Rural); Mr. 
President, Sir, I do not belong to the scheduled caste but I wish to say that the 
Party to which I have the honour to belong has very great sympathy indeed for 
the scheduled castes and their legitimate rights and demands. I am glad my 
Honourable friend Mr. Siva Raj has begun to think in terms of rights ar5 not m 
terms of favours. I only wish that he himself and his Scheduled Castes Federa- 
tion had thought in terms of rights while we were all fighting for freedom against 
British Imperialism and for freedom for our country. I wish to rem nd him of the 
fact that 'for the last 27 years it is Mahatma Gandhi who has been exhorting the 
Harijans themselves and the other scheduled castes to fight for their rights and 
not to bang on to the coat tails either of British Imperialism or even of Hindu or 
Muslim Imperialism inside our own country. I am rathpr surprised at the 
attitude 
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Mr. President: I might mention, at this stage, one thing to the Honourable 
Member. The time for the Unattached Members will be over by 1-15 and I think 
it would be better if the Honourable Member (Eao Bahadur Siva Baj) has an 
oppcwtunity of hearing what the Government has to say on this subject. So, 
speeches may be short. ^ 

Prof. K. O. Banga: I shall be brief in my speech. I am surprised that he 
is thinking that scheduled castes do not belong to the Hindu fold and I cannot 
agree with him. I have as intimate a contact with scheduled castes as my 
Honourable friend can possibly claim although he is bom in one of them. I can 
assure him that they consider themselves as Hindus. They may not be belong- 
ing to the Brahmanical order, but they certainly belong to the Saktaic order. 
The Congress has been anxious to see that as many scheduled castes people are 
recruited to the Central Services as well as to the Foreign Service as possible and 
I myself have suggested to the Honourable Member in charge of that Depart- 
ment that the present qualifications are rather too high and they should be 
reduced in order to enable scheduled castes to get into them. 

As for the Education Department, I have considerable sympathy with what 
Mr. Siva Raj has said and I do not see any reason why scheduled castes people 
should be kept away from general scholarships merely because some special 
scholarships are being offered to them in addition. 

In regard to International Conferences, I do agree that scheduled castes 
people also should be chosen provided they are willing to play the game like 
all other natnnals. But in the recent past we know that our friends, including 
my Honourable friend Mr. Siva Raj, had been recruited and sent as delegates, 
but the role that they played was not quite so conducive to our national uplift 
as we had expected it to be. With these remarks I wish to conclude by saying 
that the Indian National Congress is second to none; on the other hand, it has 
taken the ’ead in trying its best to help these people to come into their own and 
to enable them also to stand up for their rights and not to mn after favours from 
Attlee, Churchill or anybody else. 

Bao Bahadur K. Siva Baj: My Honourable friend is obviously referring to 
the statement which I am alleged to have made overseas regarding Mahatma 
Gandhi’s leadership. I said then that it was both a lie and a libel. 

Or. P. O. Solanki (Nominated Non-Official). Sir, I heartily endorse the argu- 
ments that my Honourable friend Mr. Siva Eaj has put before the House. 
Regarding the scheduled castes, I want to ask one question from my Honourable 
friends on the Opposition Benches. What is the origin of the scheduled castes 
and from what time the untouchability has come into this country and who were 
the people who gave rise to this untouchability in this land of India? I must 
make it clear tnat an attack was inaae upon the Scheduled Castes Federation, by 
Professor Ranga. Sir, I myself do not belong to any Party but I am a great 
admirer of the works of Mahatma Gandhi. I do admit that Mahatma Gandhi 
has awakened the sleepi.ig conscience of the Hindus. I realise that the Congress 
people and the High Command feel for the scheduled classes and for their uplift; 
but the bulk of the Hindus are orthodox, fanatical and keen on preserving their 
own superiority in society and specially over these neglected scheduled castes 
who are hated all over India. I admit that the movement of Mahatma Gandhi 
has given a great impetus to the Hindus who were half-hearted; either they had 
to go over to Mahatma'Gandhi’s way of thinking oi to keep aloof. The result is 
that Hindu societv is divided. In Qujrat the Vaishnavites and the Maharajahs 
are the rpost orthodox. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: What is happening in Madras? Look at the temple 
entry movement there. 

Dr. P. O. Solankl: But temple entry is not going to fill thgir hungry mouths. 
They want to maintain themselves and their children, they want, education. 
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clothing and all other necessities of life. I do, as I said, appreciate what the 
Congress people have been doing, but even there we have members and members 
It has been my experience in Qujrat that one who puts on a white cap and u' 
khaddar dress is the worst enemy of the scheduled classes. In Surat and other 
districts in Gujrat not one single temple has been opened to them, although Prof 
Eanga wants to take credit for that. Temples may be opened m Madras but that 
is not going to have any magic effect on the scheduled classes in Gujrat. And 
let me tell you that these scheduled classes in Gujrat are much more ardent in 
their devotion to God than the so-called Hindus. My Honourable friend Rao 
Bahadur Siva Raj said that it is the imperialism of the Brahmins which the 
scheduled classes do not like. And I as a great admirer of Brahmins say that 
they ought to shed their supeiior mentality I look on people who really feel 
for us as our friends but I am foi co-operation not only with the Hmdus but even 
with Muslims. I must admit that we are grateful to the Muslims too because 
under their rule, under the rule of the powerful Moghul emperors and others our 
people were not molested and persecuted as they have been persecuted under 
Hindu rule. What had happened in Poona city when Shanwar Wada’t 
foundation was laid. A book has been published and circulated in which it has 
been stated that the children of mahars — little infants — were buried in the founda- 
tions of the Shanwar Wada of Poona. If any one denies that there are people 
who can come forward to prove it But those days are gone; the Pesbwas have 
gone to the dogs and now under British rule there has been some enlightenment 
and awakening amongst the scheduled classes. Had it not been for the mis- 
sionaries and for English advent and rule I do not think the fate of the scheduled 
classes would have improved; What do you find in villages even now? I am 
prepared to show any of my Honourable friends who will take the trouble to come 
with me to see how these people are treated there even now I tell you that in 
my own village I cannot use the village well; I cannot get a tonga driven by 
Hindus; and if a Muslim tongawala takes me these Hindus will tell him not to do 
so. All this may surprise Prof. Ranga; but I con show these happenings in 
Gujrat to him In the district Kaira of the Honourable Home Member and in 
other districts of Gujrat and in Kathiawar States, the scheduled classes are not 
allowed to enjov any elementary rights as human beings. Drinking water even 
on station platforms is not provided for these Schedule castes. Last session I 
brought an instance to the notice of the then Railway Member Mr. .Asaf .Mi; a 
scheduled class student of the D. A V. College in District of Lucknow. A student 
is naturally clean and has good habits and manners — was thirsty because he had 
come from a long distance to catch the train one station near Lucknow. Not 
finding any water for the scheduled classes he drank water from a bucket which 
he saw there on the platform containing water. The result was that the station 
master came out of his room and slapped him and handled him roughly and forced 
him to pay the price of that bucket and a fine in addition to it. Mr. Asaf Ali 
was good enough to reply to my short notice question in the last scosion. I am 
told such short notice questions ere not replied without collecting information. 
Mr. Asaf Ali’s reply to me in his letter p-omised to look into the matter. Un- 
fortunately he is not hero now and Dr. John Matthai is here in his place. Dr. 
Matthai comes from Southern India and knows the plight of the scheduled 
classes there. He should have sympathy with them and help them. I hope he 
will refer to my short notice question and do the needful. It is the persecution 
by the Hindus which has driven in the past, the scheduled east^meii. into the 
Muslim and Christian folds. The Congress says scheduled castes are only six 
crores; some others sov they are not even six crores but only two crores. They 
are dwindling the actual number of scheduled classes by returning them as Hindus 
and .thus add their population to the Hindus in general. I fear that the latest 
move is to deprive scheduled classes of their rights and reaervatlonS which they 
got in the Inst 25 years. What will be the pkght of these unfortunate scheduled 
dasaea? llie lorei^ Government was in li»dia and- they naturally . 7 . . . 
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Mr. Presiddnt: Order, order I am afraid the Honourable Member is going 
much beyond the scope of the motion. He need not go into the political issues 
Or the previous history , he may discuss measures of welfare. 

Dr. P. O. Solanki: Even aa rcgtuds welfare I appeal to the Member in charge 
to provide them good houses, food, education and medical relief, and all other 
amenities and comforts of life. Special steps should be taken by the Govern- 
ment to give them such education as will bring them up to the same level with 
the children of th'e privileged Hindu classes. 

Sir, 1 have nothing to say against the Muslims because they had tried to help 
these poor people when they had power — out of fellow feeling and compassion as 
human beings. The Hindus proless to call scheduled caste people as coreligionists 
but they have rampled us down. Jn my younger days I used to hear that the 
depressed elassoa were beyond the pale of Hinduism and now I hear Congress 
saying that they are part of Hindu Society. Thus they have them n the Hindu 
nom end sturo I appeal to the Honourable Member in charge to give all the 
rights and amenities to these neglected depressed classes people as early as possi- 
ble. Sir, I support the motion. 

The Hononrable Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel (Member for Home and Information 
and Broadcasting)' Sir, with much that has been said by iny Honourable friends 
over there Government have got the fullest sympathy, and I do not think it was 
necessary or advisable for my Honourable friend Prof Ranga to put in a defence. 
It must bo admitted that it is a case which is wholly indefensible, and we are 
ashamed to admit that it is more or less a blot on our society There is no 
defence for the crime for which society is responsible It is better that we recog- 
* mV,e that fact and see what we can do to remove the blot as expeditiously as 
possible. With all that sympathy for the cause, I feel considerable difficulty in 
a variety of ways We have just come to our own !For 200 years m this country 
there has been foreign rule My Honourable friend over there says ‘but for the 
British rule we would not have been able to make this progress’. God knows 
j ^ ^ what would have happened if the foreigners had not r,r'>me to this 
land. That is difficult to say. Hut the world has not stived where it 
was, and India would not have staved where it was. The foreigners, for the sake 
of easy administration and removal of difficulties from their own path, created a 
situation in this country where everything was kept in a sort of a stalemate, and 
they did not interfere in the social or other customs or other matters; the 
progr^s was practically nil as the Piime Minister in England himself admitted 
jvhen he said ‘what have we done in 100 years?' We see that in every debate 
that takes place in the Parliament this issue comes up. They may criticise us, 
but we have nothing to answer, because we have no defence. But for them also 
there is no defence. They are more guilty than we are, they have kept in this 
country several interests and created in the country such situations that in cer- 
tain' matters there was no progress at all. It was their duty within 100 years to 
bring in legislation and make untouchability penal in this land, but they did nof 
do it because they were foreigners and they were afraid to interfere in this 
matter. I do not want to go into that. We, as I have told you, have come to 
our own recently. We have Scheduled Caste ministers in several provinces; they 
have large blocs of their own representatives; they have brought in the Provinces 
of the United Provinces, Madras, Central Provinces, and Bombay, bills for the 
removal of disabilities. I shall at once endorse what has been said by Dr. Solanki 
About Gujarat. There is always darkness below the lamp, and so In the province 
where Gandhiji started his hiovement the situation is bad or perhaps worse than 
he has .described. But in Bombay the Member in charge of the Portfolio^— a 
Scheduled Caste Member — has brought in a Bill, wh’ch has been passed. The 
Bill provides iOt the pi|NlMMMfe||Mt|il'^ ^ho infringe its provisions or in anj^ 
other way offend against the Bill and prevent entry into temples. 
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In 80 far as Government is concerned, they can take action in two ways: 
one is administrative and the other is legislative. So far as administrative action 
is concerned, certain complaints have been made by my Honourable friend, Mr. 
Siva Raj, that in foreign service they have practically been excluded and in foreign 
delegations that have been sent outside they have been practically neglected. 1 
do not know about the delegations that hav» been sent outside, but I shall look , 
into the matter and see if it is possible to help the Scheduled Caste candidates. 

If a proper representative is avaifhble, certainly *we shall be glad to make a'l 
possible arrangements. So far as the standard of qualifications is conceAed, it 
IS alleged that the standard for 'foreign service is kept very high. I am afraid 
that the standard for foreign service cannot easily be lowered without detriment 
to our cause, but with the progress of education and the number of scholarships 
that have been given to the Scheduled Caste students to go outside and the 
scholarships that may be liberally provided in this country for their education, 

I do not see any reason why we would not be abje to train young men from the 
Scheduled Castes who may be able to discharge their duties efficiently and with 
credit in foreign countries. Therefore* I have every sympathy for the suggestions 
that Mr. Siva Raj has made, and we shall do our utmost to see that all impedi- 
ments or handicaps in their way are removed. 

So far as administrative action is concerned, the age limit for service in the 
‘case of Scheduled Castes is relaxed; we have allowed three years more in then 
case. If they are over-age by three years we shall admit them in service. We 
have relaxed rules about fees and other matters that are ordinarily binding on 
other classes. Where the selection is made by departments at present — and since 
it is possible that the same amount of care which we wish to take is not perhaps 
taken and there may be a legitimate grievance — I have decided to appoint a 
Board for the selection of candidates to subordinate services which would look 
after the interest of the Scheduled Castes and minorities so that their grievance 
may be removed. This will ensure selection more or less on the same lines a« 

IS done by the Federal Public Service Commission for other services 

As regards legislative action, 3'ou will agree that within the short period of the 
Mmistries' coming in the Provinces, a lot of legislation has been rushed through 
because we are interested in this matter and particularly because we are very 
far behind and want the Scheduled Castes to come up to the level so that we may 
have no distinction of upper and lower classes. I congratulate Mr. Siva Raj for 
his bold stand that he is not going to ask for any favours or hang on the tail of 
others, but he has asked his community to rise and go forward. We should 
encourage them in their sense of self-respect and dignity that they should demand 
their claims as a matter of right and not as a matter of favour 

So far as the question of facilities for education such as scholarships are con- 
cerned, ordinarily equal opportunities are given for all but it is quite possible that 
with equAl opportunities the scheduled classes may not have succeeded. As to 
how far it is possible to relax these rules in their case, I will inquire into the 
matter and see if it is possible to help them. In all matters, whether brought 
before this House by the Honourable Members representing the Scheduled 
Classes or whether they make suggestions outside, they will receive the most 
sympathetic consideration. I will see that justice, moral justice, is done to them 
and they have no cause for any grievance. 

Apart from this, I have to say one thing. We are coming very 'near to freedom 
and whether we wish it or not we must be prepared for it. At this stage I would 
like the Scheduled Classes to be ready as quickly as possible to shoulder their 
burden and responsibilities. After all they want their share, which is their legiti- 
mate ^are and they must have it. Therefore if they want their share they must 
be prepared for the assimilation or digestion of their share, because power is an 
indigestible thing. Power is not easily digestible and tWefore, though they 
have a just righi to claim their share and pes^h&flif a little more than their share 
(because they are not strong enough to stand in a line with others to shoulder 
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their responsibJity), when power is coining they must be prepared to think in 
terms of equality. The scheduled classes must shed their inferiority complex and 
think in terms of equality ; that is the only way to bring them in line with others 
as speedily as possible. I have all my sympathy for them. Once more I give 
my assurance that so long as we are here we shall do our best to see that no 
grievance remains so far as the scheduled classes are concerned 

Bao Bahdur N. Siva Ra]: Sir, 1 beg leave of the House to withdraw my cut 
motioi^ in view of the assurance given by the Honourable the Home Member 
The cut motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch Till Half Past Two of the Clock 


The Assembly reassembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, Mr. 
President (The Honourable Mr. G V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 


Demand No. 16 — Department of Information and Bro\dca8tino 
Language Policy of All-India Radio 

Mr. Siddiq All Khan (Central Provinces and Berar- Muhammadan). 

Sir, I move: 

(The Honourable Member spoke in Hindustani For Hindustani text see 
Appendix to the Debates for the 11th March, 1947. English translation given 
below.— Ed. of d.) 

‘‘That th» demand under the head ‘Depaitment of Information and Broadcaslinj;’ be 
reduced hv Ra 100.” 

Sir, First of all I thank you for your ruling which gives true interpretation 
of the feelings of Indians The question of India's independence is as closely 
connected with the freedom of the national language as body with the 
garment. Sir, I feel great pleasure in speaking in my mother- tongue. I am 
trying, that Rajaji also may understand mv language. I hope Knjnji who 
champion id the cause of Hindi in Madras must have acquired so much ab'lity 
as to understand Hindustani This thought, thei^fore, makes me v.tv happy. 

Mr. President: May I request the Honourable Member to speak a little 
more slowly so that the Reporters may follow the speech and Members who 
are not so conversant with this high flown Urdu may also follow it to some 
extent. 

Mr. Siddiq All Khan; My time is being wasted. I hope I shall try, 
accorduig to your order, to present my views m the simplest language so that 
members from Madras may also understand. I have not mentioned Khwaja. 
Nazimuddin and Bengal because, I understand, Bengal is in Pakistan and 
its language is Urdu. I was saying that it is a matter for happiness that 
I am speaking in triy own language. You may wcall that two years ago 
I gave notice of a motion in this House that we mnv be ai'owed to speak in 
our mother tongue, but it could not bo discussed then. Everything has a 
time for its fulfilment and now the day has come when my desire is fulfilled 
I consider it my good luck that I am the first person from the Muslim League 
Party to speak in the mother tongue. 

Sr, through you I desire to assure the Member for Broarir-estiiig and 
Inform-ifion that I have not moved this cut motion, which has been named 
by his Department 'Ratautl’ (meaning deduction) to censure his Department. 
It is not my object. Nor do I wish to vex the people who speak other 
tongues. Th-’s is not my purpose at all. Th’s motion has been brought so 
toat the question mav be discussed at length and the language noUcv adopted 
by him may be reviewed in the light of our discuasion. T and the' m. mben 
of my party will be extremely hapnv and even it will -he a 
cause of happiness to you if Hindi buds and blossoms. We 
do not want to oppose other lansniages. We want to know what language 
policy waa followed by your predecessors especially two of them who deserve 
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mention, namely, Sir Sultan Ahmed and Sir Akbar Hydan. You know that 
Sir Sultan Ahmed was a Minister of the Government and we censured those 
who sat on the Governrnont* benches What sort of time was it when we 
spoke of the occupiers of the Treasury Benches that they danced at the 
instance of the White Hall We also used to say that they were the represen- 
tatives of a Satanic Government. Now we have to see what decision has 
been given in respect of the language policy by our top-leader, a responsible 
man who is at present holding the post. I remember because I was a 
Member of the Committee which Sir Akbar Hydan set up and to ^hicli Mr. 
K M. Munshi, President of Hindi Sahityaa Sanmeln sent a nvte. All this 
happened in my presence. At that time also it was thought necessary for the 
good of India that there should be one language which may be understood by 
people from Khyber Pass to Gape Camonn and from Karachi to Chittagong It 
was our effort then and it should be our eftort for the future that we should have 
one language for our country which may be understood by all its people. Sir, 
there is no need to give many proofs to establish the status which Urdu 
enjoys among the languages of India It is true that to our misfortune our 
country has so many languages and dialects that, perhaps, no other country 
possesses. We have, however, to find out if there is a language which may 
become the medium of expressing and conveying our views to other people. 
We must find out how Urdu came into being. Who made it? Wheu we 
turn the pages of the Indian history we find that during the time of Mahatma 
Buddha, Arab Merchant used to come to Ind a. They traded on the ' ogt of 
India which is the home of Kajaji. The result of this association of Arabs 
and Indians was_ that some Arabic words came into use here. This was the 
foundation of this language in India. After that Muhammad son of Qasim 
came to Sindh and for a time Sindh remained under the Arabs. Historians- 


Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural). To which hinguage does the word ‘Historian’ belong? 

Mr. Slddiq Ali Khan: S nee vou would not have understood, the word 
‘Muwwarakhin’ so ‘historian’ was used I was saying that it was very diffi- 
cult at that time to distinguish an Arab from a Sinlhi Later when Boguls 
and Chengez Khan came they brought Turkish with them The language of 
India at that time was Brij Bbashn which enjoyed the same position as Urdu 
enjoys today. MahmooJ Oazravi brought Persian with him. My obiect in 
recounting all this is to show that Urdu is made up of many different 
languages. It cannot be called the language of the Muslims alone because 
Hindus have always taken a greater part in forming it. It has been called by 
different names — sometimes Urdu, sometimes Hindi, sometimes Hindustani 
and sometimes ‘Rekhta’. ‘Urdu’ is a Turkish w'ord. It means an army. In 
short it flourished and gradually became very popular. It has a power of 
attraction an! it became the common language of India. A dictionery, Farbang* 
i-Asafla by name contains 54 thousand words in all My ohiect is to show 
that Urdu is a mixture of many languages. It contains 22198 Hindi words, 
7^ Arabm words, 5(W English v/ords, 6041 Persian words and 181 words of 
Portgue.ie, Turkish, French etc., 17650 words are from other nniiio'ialities but 
largest number is from Hindi. Sir, this is the language which I ask the 
Honourable Member to make the language of our country. You may 
member and you may refer to the old file that at the time w'hsn Mr Fieldon 
was here he asked three or four questions from the listners of radio to find out the 
number of Urdu listners and English listners. From the facts and figures 
optnnied at that t’me it was found that out of the languages of India listners 
of Urdu were m greater majority. It is our misfortune that the listners in 
Engosh were m a veiy large majority. It was to be so because it is the 
language of our ru’ers. Slavery is no imsrrained in us that we want to listerr 
in the language cf our masters instead- of in our own language 
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An Honourable Member: That time has gone. . 

Mr. Siddiq Ali Shan: Yes, that time has passed. By the eSorts of my friends 
Mr. Thik.ir Das Bhargava, Pundit Pahwaiji and Lain Deshbhaudhu Gupta 
MO lji>ve seen the day when we are speaking in Urdu and for this I am grateful 
to thfiu and especially to the President who allowed me to speak here in this 
language Probably Sardar Sahib does not like e.nema shows but if he would 
take the trouble and pay a vis.t to cinemas in Delhi he will see that shows in 
Urdu draw greater houses than those in other languages. S'r, the Honourable 
Minister is acting on the policy of making Hindi the language of the country. 
With due deference I would request him not to act upon this policy because 
he knows that in All-India Eadio Urdu-knowing personnel that is, Muslims 
are less in number Muslims have not got employment there under the 1934 
scheme. The result of this policy will bo that Hindi will spread in different 
places and Hindi staff will have to be increased and the complaint of the 
Urdu-know-.ng people will remain ns it is now — nay it v'lll increase since no 
Hindi knowing Muslim will be available for employment there. Sir, it is a 
pity that in places like Lucknow' and Delhi where Urdu was born; and wheredt 
budded and blossomed they desire to give 60 per cent to 70 per cent to Hindi. 
You might know that at the time when Delhi became desolate Mir Taqi Mir 
went to Lucknow where poets were still honoured. There in a mushaira 
(a meeting at which poets recite their poems) where nobody knew him he 
recited these couplets: 

"0 people of the east why ask of our abode m jest; taking us as strangers 
Delhi, the chosen city of the world; the abode of the cream of the 
age which has been laid waste by fate, is the gloomy place to 
wh ch v/o belong ” 

Sir, these are the places where, even in the present age, Hindu poets still 
exist in appreciable number 1 do not talk of the poets of the past. Even at 
the present time there are Hindu poets who hold a higher station than many 
of the Muslim poets. 

I want to say in this connection that so far as language is concerned Urdu 
language is spoken from Khvber Pass to Cape Camorin Sir Tej Bahadur 
Sapru savs “Urdu is a sacred inheritance come down to both Hindus and 
Muslims from their ancestors and it is absolutely indivisible.” This is the 
opin'on of Sir Sapru. Member for External Affairs, I mean Pundit Jawaharlal 
Nehru, who is not present in the House, was once asked by certain Nationalist 
Muslims regarding the op’mon of Mahatma Gandhi who had said that Muslims 
must learn Hindi .apd Hindus must learn Urdu They asked him whether 
M.nhatnia nandhi meant that Urdu was the language of the Muslims whereas 
it was the language of the Indians Pund tp differed from Oandhiji'a 
opinion and said that he should not have said that; he should 
have rather said that those who know Urdu should leam Hindi 
and those who know Hindi should leam Urdu There is nothing 
against learning laneuages Pundit’i further said that be was an Indian and' 
that Urdu was the language of his farnffy-and his mother tongue. He had 
learnt English in England but that had made no difference in his mother 
tongue. 

These t'^o are the, worthy sons of India, in whom Indians will always fake 
pr de. I would therefore request the Member for Broadcasting and Tnformatton 
to review h's decision and restore the prestige of Urdu as it enioved in the past. 
Twenty minutes are about to be over and I close my speech. Sir, with 
following couplet; 

“0 Asad, if there is anv means of friendship between the Shaikh and 
the Brahmin, it is Urdu language.” 

Mr. President: Cut motion moved: 

"That the demand onder the heed 'DepertBieat of Informetion and Broedcasting’ be 
Todoned by Re. 100.” 
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Me. Mnhuua&d N&uinui (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa; Muhara* 
mekdan): Sir, I rise to support the motion which has been very ably moved 
by my learned friend Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan. I do not want to indulM in 
the question of the origin of the language. I would only content myself by 
saying, as has been very ably shown to the House, that Urdu is i common 
heritage of this country and it belongs to both the Hindus and the Muslim 
whd form the biggest majority of the population of this country. It is the ^ 
only language wmch has assumed the posit on of the lingua p anca m this 
country and is probably understood and spoken by the largest majority living 
in this land, I would now draw the attention of the Honourable the Home 
Member to one fact, and it is this that with the advent of the Interim Gov- 
ernment, which IS presumed to be a national government, we had expected 
that the so-called claim for the Hindustani language would receive a better 
treatment than it had received in the past. Different Parties in this country 
arid particularly the Congress Party have been claiming that Hindustani was 
the real language of this country and it was also a common heritage. Bat 
soon after the Department was taken charge of by the Honourable the Home 
Member we have unfortunately begun to notice that other elements have 
interverted and recently innovation has been made by which a cLv s on has 
been made between Urdu and Hindi, and the percentage given to Urdu is 
ridiculously low. I have reason to say this is m a place like Lucknow, which 
has been the centre of Urdu culture, the proportion of Urdu is nearly 20 per 
cent. What we suspect is that this policy has been worked up for purposes 
other th 'ii those which have been claimed for Hindi language As the Mover 
of the out motion said, we have no quarrel with the advancement of any parti- 
cular language hut what we feel is this. It will adversely affect the entire 
cnaructer of the All-India Radio and the composition of the staff therein, 
Ihe Honourable the Home Member himself Imows that in this country it is 
'cry difficult to find a Muslim who would also be an adept in Hindi, although 
it has not been difficult to find Hindus who are also adept in Urdu as Urdu 
is common language here. The result will be that it will adversely affect the 
percentage of Muhammadan employees, which has already shrunk and is 
disappointing. I wou'd just give the Honourable Member a casual figure which 
has been given to me. In the higher posts the position of Musl ms is like 
this: Chi§f Engineer, nil; Assistant Engineer, nil; Engineer-in-(.;hief (high 
power transmission), ml; Research officers, ml, Gazetted posts of the rank 
of Station Engneers, 4 per cent, only; Assistant Engineers, less than 8 per 
cent; Technical Assistants, less than 7 per cent. (Interruption) My Honour- 
able friend Sir Cowasjee Jehangir says “what has this got to do w.th the 
language?’’ I have already said that what we are afraid of is that it will 
entirely change the composition of the All-India Radio in the matter of staff 
and everything else, because language is the principal subject on which 
depends the entire development of the All-India Radio organisation. 

I would not like to refer in great detail to the news items, but I would 
remind the Honourable the Home Member about the correspondence which he 
had with my Honourable friend and colleague, Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang. 

I refer to his letter dated thj 25th February 1947 and Syed Sahib’s reply 
dated the 8th March 1947. I have got those letters with me but I do want 
to read them to the House. I would, however, only refer to this point. 
Although the Honoiirab’e the Home Member was trying to argue in favour 
of the fact that no prejudicial treatment was meted out to the news relating 
to the Muslim League leaders, he had to confess himself in one place th at 
in the case of the news of a certain statement made by Sardar Abdur Rah 
Nishtar in Patna on the 6tli it was not po8.sible to put it as a news on the 
7th November 1946 because Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar was in Delhi on that 
day. I do not think it is a good ailment. Then, he also said something 
abo\it certain statements of Qaed-e-Asam Jinnah which were very oouoiae. I 
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speaking about the composition oi the Kelief Committee. The All-India 
Badio gave the composition of the names but did not give out the short 
statement which the Qaed-e-Azam had made. The position, however, could 
not be made very clear in the correspondence that the Honourable the Home 
^ Member had with Syed Sahib By mentioning all these facts what I want to 
impress upon the House is that we feel that there has been a sort of prejudi- 
cial-treatment against the Muslim League. I shall be glad if the Honourable 
Member will at least make ua feel that this inference of ours is |ot correct 
or that this impression which has been created in the minds of the Muslim 
members has not got a very strong grounds. 

Then, Sir, I would also refer to another incident which has been brought 
to my notice. It is said that certain officers of the All-India Radio who were 
Arabs have been sent to Arab countries on propaganda work. They have been 
asked to induce the Arabs to attend the Conference which is being organised 
by the Congress group. This, again, gives the impression that the All-India 
Radio organisation is being treated not on the basis of being a national asset 
or being an organisation which is paid by the tax-payera of this country, but 
is being maintained for the welfare of a certain class of politicians or a parti- 
cular community I have been rather frank in my statements because I hope 
the Honourable the Home Member will try to give us an adequate reply to 
the effect that we have not got very good grounds for the suspicion that we 
Are having. So these two officers were particularly sent for this purpose 

Mr. President: I am afraid the Honourable Member is going into a subject 
which is not relevant to the question under discussion. The cut motion has 
been moved to raise a discussion on the language policy of the All-India Radio 
and not the policy of sending employees ter foreign countries for propaganda. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: 1 submit to the Ruling of the Chair. About 
the language policy, as I said, we do not feel that it can be split up into 
two sections of so called Hindustani for which the Congress hae 
3- been ligbtmg for or makmg bold claims, that is splitting it into 
Hindi and Urdu, at the same time giving a very small proportion to Urdu 
which is spoken and understood by nearly 70 to 80 per cent of the population 
of this country. As the Honourable Mover has rightly pointed out, Urdu is 
not associated with any religious sentiment of Muslims, nor can it be said to 
be of Islamic origm. It is a combination of all tbo languages that have been 
in existence in th.s country Words have been taken from Sanskrit, from 
Persian and from other ancient and primitive languages. This constitutes the 
Urdu literature. With the advent of political reforms in this country, with 
the advent of national government m this country, I should feel that the real 
policy of such a government should be to give an impetus to a language which 
is the common heritage of both Hindus and Muslims, who form the biggest 
majority population. Instead of doing this, we are really surprised to learn 
of the move recently adopted to bisect the language and then again give a 
very small proportion of talk in U.rdu which is the language claiming a lor^ 
niunber of adherents in this country and which has the highest reputation m 
this country. I do not want to indulge iu giving particular phrases or words 
which are used in radio broadcast. It may take a long time. It will also 
be difficult for me to reproduce the exact phrases and words. I must bring 
home to the House that there is a definite impression in the country that the 
policy pursued by the All-India Radio is definitely prejudicial to the interests 
of the people who claim Urdu as their mother tongue. In conclusion I suggest 
that the All-India Radio should follow the pdicy which has been pursued in the 
past and the policy which has been outlined recently by bisecting the languages 
into Hindi and Urdu and giving a small proportion to Urdu should be aban- 
doned. With these words, I support the motion. 
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Puidlt BaUcAshiu Shamu (Cities of the United Frovinoes: Non-Muham- 
iaadau_ Urban): (The Honourable Member spoke m Hlndustam. For Hmdus- 
tani text see Appendix to the Debates for the 11th March, 1947, English Trans- 
lation given below.-“£d. of D.) 

Sir, with your permission I have, for the first time, found an 
opportumty to speak here in my own language. I congratulate 'my Mend, 
Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan for the clear voice and the high level with which he 
g^ve expression to his sentiments. He tried not to give voice to any* nwrow 
commun.il sentiments ir. his speech. Placing h s ideals on national basis he 
supported the case of Urdu to make it the lingua frOnca of India. I congra- 
tulate him heartily for his excellent effort and I express my gratefulness for 
all that he has said. But, the thoughts which he has expressed about the 
origin of languages in India, 1 feel, do not stand to reason and are not histo- 
rically sound. He said that some merchants from Arabia came to our country 
and foreign woMa got mixed with our language. This he said was the 
beginning of the Urdu language. With due deference I would request my 
friend kindly to see the book ‘Linguistic Survey’ by Sir George Grearson, the 
eminent Linguistic scholar. Sir George writing most authentically about the 
origm of the Indian languages said that all the Indian languages including 
those that are spoken in provinces are Aryan in origin except three languages 
namely, Malyalam, Tamil and Telugu. I believe Sir George’s statement is not 
based on shallow research but from the point of view of a scholar of history 
he wrote what he saw. The respective languages spoken in the different 
Provinces of India such as, Mahratti, Gujrati, Kanarese, Bajastbani, Bibari, 
Bengali, Assamese, Oriyw, Punjabi, Sindi and even Pushtoo are all derived 
from Aryan languages. You will be surprised to hear that my Mend Abdul 
Ghani Sahib drinks 'Paya‘ and not ‘doodh’ in Pushtoo. We say ‘we are going 
to gaon' (a village); they say ‘we are going to gram'. 

Khan Abdul Ohanl Khan: (North West Frontier Province; General): 1 do 
not know what the Honourable member is speaking about me. He must 
speak in a language which I understand. 

Mr. President: Let the Honourable member proceed. 

Pandit Ba lkri aL in a Sharma: Such excellent Sanskrit words are still found 
m Pushtoo. Sir, the question of language has unfortunately become very 
complicated in our country. The cause of this complication is not that Hindus 
and Muslims of this country are, in obstmacy, engaged in foolish discussions 
— nay the cause is historical. I do not want to go into details of these causes 
but 1 want to say it in a few words that if we want to make a language the 
■lingua Jranca of India we will have to see which of the existing languages 
contains more Sanskrit words because only that language can become the 
lingua franca and will be understood in all the provinces of India. Bengali, 
Bihari, Assamese and Oriya are parts of Hindi while Gujrati, Mahratti, 
Kanarese, Sindhi, Bajasthani, Tamil, Telugu and other Dravidian dialects 
oontain a large number of Sanskrit words. That is why the people of all the 
provinces of India — Hmdus and Muslims understand only that language which 
contains more Sanskrit words. They never understand a language which is not 
seasoned with Sanskrit. I always speak in Hindi in the sessions of All-India 
Congress Committee. I was surprised when some of the delegates including 
Sbrimati Kamala Devi told me that they could understand what I speak, 
but they could not understand what Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru speaks. 
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is pearless. He speaks pure UrdCi which flows 
from the lips of the Maulana like the pure water of the Ganges and we relish his 
speech. We respect eloquent Urdu which produced poets like Zauq and 
Ghalib. Who would not esteem a language which produced a poet like Allama 
Iqbal? But, to insist that Urdu is the lingua franea of this country is abso- 
lutely unjust. I suggest that we should rt^g^a two languages — Urdu and 
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Hindi— aa our national languages. For God’s sake do not try to promote an 
in accurate and non-seusicai thing under the name of ‘Hindustani’. 1 ac^*afraid 
on account of this ‘Hindustani’ questions will come befca'e us wh:ch will 
create great complication. You will have to coin new words. You will have 
to compile a dictionary for the people. You cannot keep your masses illiterate 
You have to add to their knowledge. But, from where will you get your 
words My friend, Mr. Siddiq Ah will pardon me if I tell him from the 
historical point of view, Urdu has been a fertile ground for narrow and com- 
munal views. Sharar has rightly said, “O Sharar, the nightingale of Sheraz 
envies Nasikh; the streets of Lucknow have now become Isphaiiiiii." 

The progress of Urdu has been based on the principle of dropping Hindi 
words from the language of the country. Unfortunately, at one time the 
theory of obsoleteness was made the drop of progress of Urdu. Once the 
Muslim poets of Deccan started expressing thoir views in Hindi and they 
used Hindi and Sanskrit words but soon after efforts were made to drop the 
language of the country. Urdu has, unfortunately, been fed by the theory 
of obsoleteness and the dropp ng of Hindi words. What else is this, if it is 
not our misfortune'* Today, our Muslim brothem are not to be blamed it 
they take no pride in the f^nskrit, the civilisation and the ancestors of their 
country. They honour Rustom and Sohrub and take pride in them although 
in the eyes of the orthodox they were infidels, but they take no pride in 
Bhim and Arjun who are their true ancestors. Sir, unfortunately in th’s coun- 
try, I do not know, for whose sms — may be for the sins of caste Hindus, — 
Indian Muslim have non-Indian views and bear hatred to the civilization of 
this country. Hatred has penetrated deep in the minds of the Indian Muslims 
With due respect I would request my friends, Nauman Sahib and Siddiq Ali 
Sahib that they should come out of the error in which they have been living 
all along Let us both try to raise to the Zenith of progress, the civilization, 
the language and the literature of our country. Whichever is the language of 
the country whether Urdu or Hindi you will have to make drastic changes in 
it. For instance, let us take Urdu to make it the language of the country 
You will have to change its form. This form will conform with Sanskrit, the 
language of the country. A language with a generous sprinkling of Sanskrit 
can be the lingua franca of India. We can draw upon Sanskrit for our new 
words. We will not have to look upon either Persian or Arabic for such 
words. Try to teach your children pure desi words It will be rght and 
proper if our children use lapekthawad instead of ‘Relatively’. Word 'Sapek- 
shawdd’ sits us. It will widen our civilization. My complaint to the Home 
Member is that he has presented Hindi in an uncouth manner and ugly form. 
They have killed Hindi. It is most improper and a great injustice to Hindi 
My friend just now said that Government have been unjust to Urdu. It is not 
so. The new declaration of policy recently annouHced shows that in Peshawar 
they have given no place to Hindi, only Hindustani has been given one per- 
cent while Urdu has got 50 per cent In Lahore, out of the 75 per cent, they 
have given onlv 15 per cent to Hindi. In Bombay, Calcutta and Dacca 
Hindustani Hindi and Urdu have been given equal places. In fact, injustice 
has been done to Hindi. If a Department of Government labours under the 
misconception of inventing a new language that Department lives in Fools’ 
Paradise, I have not much time so I do not want to go into details. Mr. 
President has rung the bell intimating that my time is over and I resume 
my seat. i 

Pandit Govind Malaviys (Allahabad and Jhansi Divisions: Non-Muham- 
madan Rural): Sir, in this country for a long tame we have had to plead that 
Indians should be able to have the right to govern themselves; we have had to 
plead that we should be free freon alien political domination. Today, Sit we 
have to stand and [dead — those who are at least 76 per cent, in this land have to 
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p}««d — that their language, a language which has come down from the hoaij 
past and which for milieniums has been spoken and understood and deyeloped 
bj the natives of this land, should not be killed or mjured. It is an unnaturid 
state of things. There is no question of any communal element about this 
matter ; there is no idea of any rivalry or ill-will towards any section or commu- 
nity or towards any language. It is a simple matter of fact, of simple common 
sense, and of the simple requirements of the people of this land. My Hon’ble 
friends Mr. Siddique Ali Khan and Mr. Naupaan, both of whom I congratulate 
on thq felicitous and pleasant manner in which they have presented their case, 
have pleaded that in the All-India Badio language policy, Sndustani — they 
have not denied that they meant “Hindustani” to stand for Urdu — should 
continue to have the place which it has had. Sir, I have no quarrel with Urdu. 

I should be happy to see it develop much more than it has developed so far 
But, Sir, if Ur^ has to develop at the cost of Hindi, if it has to drive out 
Hindi from Hindustan, country of Hindus, — mind you. Sir, we are not livmg in 
Arabia, we are not living in Iran, we are not living in a country the indigenous 
language of which has been either Arabic or Persian, — I plead. Sir, that if the 
development of Urdu means that in this country there should be no Hindi, if 
it means that in this country children of the soil who have been bred and 
brought up in traditions of old Hindu culture should not be able to listen to 
words which for thousands and thousands of years their forbears have used 
and which have been familiar to them, I will confess that I will have no sym- 
pathy with such a proposal. 

Sir, It has been stated today by the movci of this cut motion that the 
number of muslims employed in the A. I B. is already very low and that if 
Hindi is given a place in the A.I.B. programmes, new appointments will have 
to be made thereby further reducing the already inadequate number of muslim 
employees. Now, Sir what has been the position? Ever since the All-India 
Radio came into existence, ever since Mr. Eielden was the first Controller, we 
had an Assistant Controller, Prof. Bokhari, who was a devoted scholar and 
protogonist of Urdu. He was innocent of Hindi. He developed the whole 
organisation in a manner that there was practically no room for Hindi in it. Sir, 
as long ago as 1940, in reply to some questions in this very House the then 
Honourable Member in charge, Sir Andrew Clow, gave answers which indicated 
that out of four Hindustani news translators employed by the All-India Badio to 
prepare Hindi news bulletins none had any experience of Hindi journalism while 
^ree of them had experience of Urdu journals. To select these translators the 
Radio autborities called 80 Muslims and 16 Hindus. This was in 1940. The 
position today is, if any thing worse Only a few months back in rejriy te 
another question in this House, the Honourable Member in charge stated — I 
am reading from Vol. VH — ^No. 1, page 74 of Assembly debates, dated 28th 
October 1946 — The total number of members of the Hindustani staff possessing 
degrees or Diplomas in Hindi in the A I.B. Delhi Station was two, and in Urdu 
it was 22. 7%e number of degrees or diploma holders in the Hindustani staff 
who had as their first language Hindi was three, and those who had as their first 
language Urdu was 21. Number of posts held in Hindustani programme Section 
by middle pass persona; 

Hindi (1) PermAnant — 

(2) Temporary ... 4 

Urdu (1) Permanent 6 

(2) Temporarv . . . . • 2« 

In the totals there were 14 Hindi, 48 Urdu; 13 Hindi, 49 Urdu; 3 Hindi, 12 
Urdu; 17 Hindi, 6-5 Urdu. 

This was a few months back. That was with regard to the staff. I do not 
think any comments are needed. 

Then, there is another diflBculty. Even the Hindu portion of the staff have 
been so selected that they know Urdu but do not know Hindi. Unfortunately 
in this country s communal colour is given to things. Therefore the question 
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iraa dealt with as one of employment ratio between Hindus and Mussalmans. 
But the trouble was that even the Hindus who were appointed as these figures 
will show did not know Hindi; they weie bcholars, they were experts they were 
devoieea of Urdu; they did not know Hindi. What is essential is that the 
correct proportion of the total staff should be scholars of Hindi who should be 
able to do justice to it. Actually, if I may give an instance. The All-India 
Badio publishes two magasines about its programme — Awae and Sarang. Now, 
Sir, for the Hindi magazine the gentleman who was appointed Editor, did not 
know Hindi. That is how things have gone on If I had time I would have 
shown by further figures and other details how these things have gone on. 

Sir, the result of all this has been, if I may crave the indulgence of this 
House, that the Hindi/stani that we have been getting from the All-liidia Radio 
has been like tins Sometime back the Lucknow station announced a forth- 
coming I.in'i >-(iinniel‘hid, and the annoiino'T took the tiouble to explain it to the 
listeiieis as. "'Hincii ^:uhan lut mvshaira" .lUfl went on to add, “It ihtro 
sukhini hi malijil mrn •iare Huxlohinn he mashiD nhoia hissa h'nge ’’ 

This was a kavi sammelan being amiouuced ' There was another item some- 
time, a. little gramophone music — Hindu devotional music — from the South 
which was announced as 

“hka musanntf janubi Hindostan iM nuishhur uehul Naira] hai Devi h 
puja te jo masarrat paula hoti hai uska isinatn izliar kiya gaya 
hat.’’ 

Other words commonly used by the A.l R arc of similar natuie As 
example I can mention 

Maghnb and Mashitk, ina)un-i-murakhab , Bahar-i-'l’aghaxs,ul, namzama- 
i-Taghazxul, Bazm-t-Tarab, Kaif-o-naishat ; Jahl-uUQadar, Bazm- 
i-Tasawwar't etc. 

poured out. If a poll were taken it would be founiJ that not even 5 per cent, 
of the total population of India could undfeistand it Leave alone the common 
uneducated man, even among men with high education only a very small per- 
centage can follow such high flown Arabicised and Persianised ifrdu. And 
all tlds goes by, the name of 'Hindustani'. I could give hundreds of -similar 
illustrations of the language used by the All-India Badio. But, I have no time 
to go into these details. If that is the language which is being broadcast, I 
will appeal to my Honourable fnende, Mr. Siddiq Ali Khan and Mr. Nauman, 
and other friends, to tell us if it is justice to the people of this country. Many 
things have been referred to which I should have liked to go into, but the little 
time allowed will not permit of my doing so. Therefore all that I will say is 
that a grave injustice has been done so far to the people of this country. As 
I said at the beginning, there is no communal aspect about this. This country 
stands for a p^cular thing. This counta^ has bad a particular culture; a 
particular civilization; it has a certain name and a certain position among the 
nations of the world. The tradition and feature of that culture have been that 
every section of the people has an honoured place in it: — Mussalmans, Hindus, 
Christians, Parsis, Jews, every one. But, Sir, the country as a whole has stood 
before the world as one particular picture. Let us not destroy that picture. 
When a man wants to tune in India, he may be sitting in New York or any- 
where else in the world, the picture he wants to conjure up before his mind's 
eye is not of Iran, not of Persia, not of the bulbul, and not of the nargia, but 
of the India which has come down from thousands and thousands of years, of 
the kokila and of the lotus, of the Shri Pada Charan and of thei Kamalapaira, 

It is as important a heritage 

irhan Abdul Ohanl Khan: The whole of India is not Benares! 
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Vaiidlt OorlBd IMariya: of mj HonoliraUe friend, the lUisn 

]fr. Abdul Ghsoi, u it is mine, end if m; Honourable fideud, Hr. Abdul 
Ohani Khan, will only look at it from the eorreot pafipeetive he will realise 
that while the Shri Pada Charan and the Kamalapatra continue, there will be 
BO difficuli^ about Pashto also Aisting 

Kbaa Abdnl Ohani Khan: What is shrieharan? 

Fandit Oovind Kalarfya: But that if. the old and ancient civdizatioii and 
culture of this land and the honour that India has always eToked, were to go 
down, nobody any where would care either about Pashto or about Urdu. What- 
ever we may do therefore, let us not destroy the India which she has always 
been by ruining its outward form — the language of at least 75 per cent, of her 
people. 

Now, Sir, there is this decision which the Government have announced, i 
am sorry that on the basis of this Resolution, which we feel does not do even 
fscr justice to the cause of Hindi, criticism is being levelled against the Govern- 
ment. If there were time I would have shown item by item how this Resolution 
of the Government falls short of what should have been done In very many 
ways it is not only hard against but actually unfair and un)ust towards Hindi 
and towards the people whose language is Hmdi and who contnbute more than 
three-fourth of the total funds for running this department This decision 
docs not accept oven tin* ini.iminous decisions nhicli had 1» <'h iirived nt by \ 
Cominittee uhich the previous government had apponutd, on which both 
Hindus and Muslim'-, both IJidu and Hindi protoganists, wore represented It 
modifies even those unanimous decisions and it does not take decisions on 
other points at all. Yet today we find that this has been attacked here and 
outside as a coinmuual move on the part of the Government ■ I feel that this 
is wrong and unjust. 

Sir, I wish to submit, lik® my Honourable fnend Pt. Balakrishna Sharma, 
that Hindi and Urdu should both be allowed to develop on independent lines 
If the Government must continue its effort to create a new third language, 
we have no objection to it Indeed, wo shall be happy But that language, 
as my friend said, must be a language which /will draw its support from the 
indigenous past of this land, a language which will be such as will be under- 
stood by the average man every where. 

My Honourable friend Mr Nauman said that Urdu is the language which 
is understood by the largest majority. I am reminded here of the figures 
given by no other than PYof. Bokbari to the Standing Advisory Committee. 
Leaving aside a number of other things which would ^d to the number, he 
said that 7,75,88,735 people understood Hindi and 57,04, 377 understood Urdu. 
Those were the figures given by no other than Prof. Bokhan. According to 
many others the figure of those who understand Plindi in this country comes 
to 22 crores atleast. But let us leave that alone. Even assuming Prof. 
Bokhari’s 5gures to be correct, the language of eight crores of people should 
have some place .-is agamst the language of 67 lakhs of people. Therefore if 
Hindustani is to continue, it should bo of such a nature that everybody should 
be able to understand it. I do not want that it should be filled up witih a large 
member of high and difficult Sanskrit words which only a few may follow. 
if he composed of simple words which everybody will understand. But whal 
is essential is that if new words should have to be found to express ideas, then 
let them be drawn from the indigenous background, from the language of 
India, and not from outside What I beg is that Hindi should not bo killed, 
the ancient language and culture and tradition of this land should not be killed. 
Let not injustice be done to 75 per cent, of the people. 

Sis, my time is up I have done Shame itself. Sir, would blush fo think tha< 
to keep up a foreign, an extraneous tradition; to. keep up aivexoiio language which 
hu no root in the soil; to keep up a language which no* more than pftobably a 
crore of people in one comer of the land can follow; 23 crores of people of 
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{Pandit Govind Malviya] 
this land should be made to suffer and upon their heads should be foisted the 
burden, not only the mteileotuai and linguistic burden, but also the financial 
and the cultural burden, and strain, of havmg to cairy on their shoulders a 
language which they do not understand and which they do not follow and which 
has no relation with their lite, either social, cultural, religious or sentimental. 
Sir, I earnestly beg my Honouiable Iriend to think over the matter and not to 
press the out motion he has moved. 

Khan Muhanixuau Sannn laJian (Agra Division Muhammadan Itural): (The 
Honourable Member spone in ilmdustani. hor Hindustani text see Appendix 
to the Debates for the 11th March, 1947, English Translation given below. — 
Ed, of D) 

Sir, as the quastion of language is before the House I think it proper to speak 
in the language I nel.eve should be recognised as the national language of India 
and all Indians should speak in it forgetting the foreign language. I am not 
enamoured of it nor is it my desire to speak in a language which for its Arabic, 
Persian or Sanskrit words cannot be upderstood by our masses, by our people 
m the bazars and by the laboureis 1 will, therefore, .speak lu a language 
which I hope every Indian brethern will understand. 

My learned friend Pandit Balkrishna Sharma who hails from my Province 
■poke in a language the lOtb part of which, I desire to assure him, I could not 
understand. If of the language I am speaking Pundit Baikr.shan Sharma says 
that he has not understood the 10th part of it or that he has understood oPly 
the 10th part of it I will admit that I have committed an excess. I believe 
that only that language can be the common language of India which is spoken 
by the people and in which they transact their business. I do not call thatr 
language the common language of India which is coined by somebody with a 
desire to invent a language Language is that which is actually spokep and 
by which a person can make himse.f understood to others. The question of 
^ndi and Urdu on which a discussion has begun here I believe is the fesult of 
our going on the wrong path. We must adopt only the language which we daily 
use in our homes. If we leave it and begin to speak in the languages of the 
learned — whether of Sanskrit or of Arabic or of Persian — which cannot be under- 
stood by the masses, we are wrong. Urdu and Hindi have been brought before 
the House in a particular way. In my opinion both have misunderstood each 
other. Begarding Urdu I say that the meaning of Urdu is Cantonment. When 
the armies of Emperor Shah Jeban gathered together in one place from all 
parts of India and began to live together the soldiers talked together in different 
languages in the Cantonment. Gradually a common language emerged and it 
was named Urdu because everybody in the Emperor’s Cantonment could under- 
stand it. The Army of Emperor Shah Jeban had Turanis, Iranis, Bajputs, 
Hindustanis, Fathans, Bengalis, Oujratis, Mahrattas in short men from all' 
places. Their commingling together and talking with each other caused the 
mergence of a language which everybody could understand. Just as you see in 
the Cantonment that a bread dealer can speak some English and speaks a mixed 
language which is not his tongue; this language in called Urdu. Muslims who 
eame from foreign countries spoke Arabic or Persian they never spoke Urdu. 
All other languages are contained in Urdu or Hindustani. Aryans who came 
here at first were not the natives of India. My friend Pandit Govind Malaviya 
has said that we should adopt the indigenous language. Panditji probably knows 
that when Aryans came thev brought one or the other language, vrlth them. 
Sanskrit is not the original language of India. Aryans are not aborigines of 
In^. They came from a foreign place. Sanskrit was probably brought by 
them. When they came here they did not use Sanskrit with the aborigines. 
Sanskrit was not being spoken here even before the coming of the Muslima. 
There were Pali, Oujrati or Bhasha' in use. Sanskrit has never been the 
language of the people in India. It was the language of the Brahmins and 
t^ey did not allow others to read it^nay its reading by others was a orima. 
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Prince Dara Sbikoh took permission to study Sanskrit and translated into 
Persian some important Sanksrit books includmg Upnishsda. The Upmshada were 
thus brought before the world otherwise nobody knew them. Most probably some 
American or German scholar might have translated them from Sanskrit; but 
now it has been translated in English, Persian and Arabic. My object in re- 
counting all this is to prove that Sanskrit has never been the spoken language 
of India. It is not found in use in India 1,600 years ago— nay not evbn 2,600 
years ago. The whole of the literature of Buddhism is in Pali. Sanskrit was 
not spoken during the time of llis lIolinesK Gautam Buddha. The language at 
that time ivas Pali. 1 want to draw the attention of Pand.tji to the fact that 
Iranis belong to the same sock to which Aryans belong. They also came from the 
place from which Aryans came Persian and Sanskrit both are denved from the 
same source. It is therefore wrong to say that Persian language has no relation 
with Sanskrit I, however, believe that we should not enter into such discus- 
sions. We should rather look to our present condition. The fact is that ths 
Muslims brought one language and the Aryans brought another language. Before 
their coming many languages were prevalent here. By the commingling of all 
these languages, a language emerged m which I am speaking now in my province 
m every village and in every home, this language is understood. I believe that if 
I speak the saiiie language which I am speaking now m C. P. people will under- 
stand me. If I speak it in Biliar everybody there will understand me. If I 
speak it m the Punjab and in Peshawar people will understand me If 
Sir Cowasji Jehangir has understood me here I believe the people in Bombay 
will also understand it This easy language is Hindustani Words Hindi and 
Urdu are misnomers. The word Hindi was introduced by the Arabs. They 
called the Muslims of this place Hindi Muslims. When I went to Palestine 1 
was introduced to people as a Hindu Muslim. Hindi is understood there at 
Indian. The fact is that when Muslims came here they called the people of 
India as Hindus. Later on when they became resident here the Arabs instead 
of oalling them Muslims called them Hindi Muslims. When the English came 
they called both of us — Hindus and Muslims — Indians. In short, the word is 
not connected in any way with nationality but it is connected with the country. 
We should, thereforf, speak a language which may become one common 
language of India and which may be understood by each and every one. We 
should not say that because you speak this word I will not utter it. And since 
you have spoken these words in your speech we will select and speak such 
words in our speech which will not be understood by you. If Pundit Balkrishon 
Sharma had mtule the speech which he has made here, in Tawnpore, 
where majority of people belong to labour clas» not a ■single labourer 
would have understood him. We should tlierefore speak in a manner that 
everybody, may understand us. At this time when we are going to take over 
our country we should try to form a language of such easy words as would be 
understood by each and every person and you may give expression to your 
thoughts in your speech. It is not necessary that you should speak selected 
Arabic or Persian words in your speech. Once my friend Mr. Paliwal and I 
were in a meeting. 'Mr. Paliwal had brought his speech written in Hindi. 1 
hi^e never re 1 .i uritten speech I spoke extempore in the language in which 
r am now ik nu. My friend however had written speech in Devnagri but 
[the language vias ^e same as my language. ' Another gentleman, however, ivho 
was the Pre^ dent of the Beception Committee spoke in a language which no 
body could umieretand in the meaning. I could understand only three or four 
words. I asked the gentleman if the speech he had delivered was prejiared as 
an Qssay or for the people who were present in that meeting. My object in say- 
ing all this is that we should promote the language that we speak everyday. 
Urdu* contains some words from Persian and Arabic and the rest are from other 
languages. Hie grammar of the Urdu language is the. same as that of Hindi. 
There may be Sanskrit words in Hindi of which I have no knowledge but the 
grammar is tha tame. 
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[Khaa Muhammad Yiunia Khan] 

Since the Govemmen* of India ia now in our handi wo must have one 
language The script may be Urdu or Devnagri. In our Province it has been 
aaaiJ^ aolved. Every perion who wants to take up service or law as his pro- 
feiaion haa to leam both the scripts. The records in the offices have all along 
been kept in Urdu. They cannot be destroyed now. So it is necessary to learn 
both Urdu and Deviiagii. In our place nobody can be employed as an executive 
officer unless ho knows both the languages. You may call it, instead of Urdu, 
Hindustani or any other Bhaika, I would nob mind it. I want to say that the 
language should be one with two scripts. We must endeavour that the language 
18 not such as can be understood by one person only. Our endeavour should be 
not to destroy the language which is now being spoken by both ITindus and 
Muslims. 

Mr. M. R. Maaani (Boniliay CiU Nuii-Muh luiiii.nlaii Uihan) I would 
like to congratulate the last speaker on the good sense with w'bich lie has 
placed Ins views before us and also on the fact that Ins w'as the only Hindustani 
speech which T could follow I do not know' whether Su Cowasjee Jehangir 
w-ill beai mo out, but I ceitamly feel that the l.nnguagc which the previous 
speaker employed would Jind very wide understanding even in the City and 
Province from which I come. 

Now, Sir, as I said, I come from a part of India which can follow simple 
Hindustani, but which neither speaks the Hindi nor the Urdu language, if 
the two languages can be classified apart In fact, I know some people who 
claim that wo from Madras and Bombay alone speak genuine Iliridust.ini, 
because the language that we speak can be accused of neither being puie Hindi 
nor being pure Urdu That, I admit, is lather a negative qualification 

I would like to remind the House that, while wo agree w'ltli the Government 
policy that the common language of Hindustani i.s the one commonly spoken 
and undeistood m the northern part of this country and the people of the South 
may be quite pieparcd to bow to that and try to learn the common language of 
the North, llioir troubles are greatly increased wdien the people of tlio North 
start quarrelling .among themselves and claim the adherence of tliose who are 
not yet wedded to either group 

Now, Sir, r was distressed .at some of the speeches that prceedod that of the 
last speaker It was particularly depressing to hear some remai’fs, for instance, 
that fell from my friend Pandit ilovind Malaviya when he referied to Hindustan 
SB "the country of the Hindus ” It made me w'onder what the rest of us were 
doing hole m that case 

Pandit Govuid Malaviya: I ^aid flay It, id all .m lioiuumd iilacr m rndi.i 
every one of tlieni 

Mr. M. B. Masani: 1 hope he did not mean it, hut he did iel'i,i' to ITuidiistan 
as the land of the Hindus I think it was a most unfovtun.ite lemaik to let 
fall, and r do suggest that he will do much betlci to bear in innul the word', 
of Iqbal 

JIiuili Ikiiii ham, watan hai Hinduslan hainara " 

Hmdusiiui, Sir, is the country of the Indians, and not of the Hindus or any 
other section of the people Those of us who believe in a United India have to 
lie doubly -.ure that we do not indulge in expressions which might lend support 
to the two imtion theory. 

Now, Sir, the Government’s communique ainl policy have been attacked we 
criticised on the one hand by Mr. Nauman anil on the other by my friend 
Mr. Bal Krishna Sharnia as erring on one side or the other I am one ot those 
^ho do not adhere to either school 1 would like to lend my support to the 
policy that the Government have laid down in their communique and T do so. 
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not because I am m a position to judge as to the pioportion of the spoken word 
items that should be broadcast either from Lucknow or Peshawar or Lahore or . 
Delhi, but because the emphasis there is on a common language — Hindustani. 

I am happy that the Government communique says that, Goveuimeiit' feel that 
the great body of listeners does not wish that Hinilustaui should be smothered 
)u the eoiitioveisy between the protagoiusts of literary Hindi and literary Urdu." 
That exactly is the position of the large muss of peojile of this country, and 1 
particularly snppoit this because radio can be a very effecti\e instrument of 
mass education Tt is m that resiieot like the eiiicma, and the cinema industry 
have in a way set a veiy good exainple to the i.ulio aud to other mstruinents 
of this character, because it is realised by them tli.u .he object is to cater to 
tlie needs' of the masses and not to thoc,e of Paudits on liolli ^ules Theie are 
ninny ollun w.u.-, m wliieli Hiiuli .unl fulu i-.in be ilevelop^J tluuugh the 
Wiltteii word 'Ihe whole held o| jouin.dinu, <.1 hlei itni.' .i.kI ol hooks open 
to them, hut these msliumeiiU ol m.is., i.lucalioii end |iio[..ie.uid.i, Idee the 
ladio and the c meiiin -lioiild he de.licited (. tin -ciMce ol the comiiioii jicople 
who me iiiteiested, not in dec elojni.g jmu Idci o\ b.iiii'., hut in uvoKing a 
language^ wlucli fonn a coniinou medium of cxpiession for large masses cf 
people 

I w'ould particularly like to chaw the mteiiiion of tin House lo ilie concluding 
sentence of the < mi 

“TIio uin.'lujioni of iie< 
stuke a balanoe between lb. 
those ainong lliem with liter 

While them is no dimbt th.it this is ,i smm.l jioin \ to follow, T hope that 
increasingly the enipli.isis 'will be on tlu- eie.it body ol lisii.i,cis and not ou those 
ivho want, to decelop (heir litei.iiy taste Ji was li.nii tins point of view that 
Mahatma Gandhi lesigned liom a .seLtaii.m |>iessme group, the Hindi Sahitija 
Sammelan, whn h lias been exeiliiig its best to make Govemnnmt veer round 
lO their point of \ u'w Those of us who stiuid behind Oandhiji m wantiug the' 
common nation. il langn.ige oi Hiinhihliini therefore lejoico at (Ins communique 
which tries to ho.d the balance esuii. No two e.xpcits seem to agree on this 
point, but i am glad that Mr biddiq Ali Khan, iii moving this cut motion, haB' 
expressed Jus adheieiiee to a common national language That T tliiiik is the 
cominoii ground between him and the Government of the day It may be that 
.deas a.s. lo the ex.ict content of that common national l.mgiuige may vary fi-om’ 
one persoir to another, but the main thing which thi.s discussion has brought out 
;» that there is a large inea*ure of common ground between the critics of the 
policy of this Goveinment and its defenders — in that both of them have declared 
that they do want one common national language for thi.s eountiy. 

Khan Abdul Qhanl Khan; Sir, I had no intention of speaking ou this cut 
.Lolinii but, the he.int ml and j.oetie spee< '.t of my Honourable Ineiid Pandit 
Unind .Mal.uu.t has iiiitateil me to evpiess miself uii this question. 1 eoulrl 
lot uudeistand what my friend Mr Lnlkiislma Sharma was talking about 
He mentioned my language, my country- and myself hoxqi.il times [ know 
he could not make himself harmful beeaubo lie is a lovable poison Whatever 
he iiiudit do, \(Mi e.niiiot -li.ue anv gioiuxl lo (md l.uiTt with limi Of I'oiiise 
le s Hiiuli-iiMd, but, lie is .1 ceiw III, e geutlem.iii .m.l w, would like to sit hs 

^ ^ tnm d'iie pathos iii tin- speet .'i ot m\ Hoiioui .liiie bieiifl I’aiidif 

GomiuI M.il.iviva iii.ide me weeji Ife g.ne us the pictuie of the 
helpless millions, of his own lotus and Shri Charan T do not know wdiat he 
neans by all that Hut one thing which 1 found objei tioiiable in his speech 
was that he said that Tnd a was the l.uid of Hindus Aly Honourable friend 
Mr Masaiii also took obiection tn tb.at statement I know that he w’oiild like 
to tnljc like that now that he is becoming free, hut T would like to assure him 
that India belongs to Hindus,, Muslims. Sikhs, Christians and every other 
.‘oramunity that inli.abits this country We, the Path.ans, have given opr 
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[Khan Abdul Ohani lihanj 
blood, our tirne and our >ouiij{ineu tor tbih country just as un^f other i’audjti 
Jiave done in India. Jbui you eaniioi say tliat India neiongs to the Hindus 
India belongs to all tho people Iiom Kliyber to iimbuctoo. vve, Indians, 
have a very unfortunate habit — do not know where it has come from — that 
we always like to mix up our history and our power w.tn our hoary past ol 
3,000 years. Even a simple and a practical thing like the language of a 
contitiy has not escaped this desciipiiou. After all, a language is an ordinary 
tcol for expiessing our ideas and there is no point ni mixing it up with ancient 
SihingB and old traditions. My Honourable friend Mr. Mohammad Yamm 
Khai) said that we iniisb find out a language i^hich can be coiled the language 
of the common man in India and which every Indian will be able to under- 
stand In this House you have a very select audience, pCople whose mtelli- 
gciicc IS above the average and yet you find that most of them speak neither 
highly Persiauised Urdu with Arabic words in it nor can they understand 
Hindi with a lot of Sanskrit in it. Sii-, listening to the speeches on both aides, 
I have discovered many things But one thing winch is very obvious is that 
mosti people on both sides, whom my Honourable friend Mr. Masani called 
Pandits, are under tho impression that the language of India should be either 
a symbol of the lioary past or of the Mughal Empire The first and the onlv 
duty of a language is to explain the ideas of one man to another and no more 
Looking at the point from both .sides, it i.s obvous that .i compromise i.s badly 
nidioated The language of the common man of this country — not of thi- 
leamed Pandit or the scholarlv Maulnna — should be the language of India, 
which IS known as Hindustani The language of India should be the language 
of a common man and when that common man grows up intellectually, his 
language will also grow with him The fear of Mr. Balkrishna Sharma is 
very difficult to understand. What does the common man care about tills'^ 
When he is big enough and when he grows up individually, then he will him- 
self be able to find out the proper words for his thoughts. Man has never 
failed vet to name a thing as long as he knows it. it is no use forcing Arabic 
down the throat of Indians nor is it of any use forcing Sanskritised Hindi down 
then throats Lot the Pandits keep their lotus flowers and Shri Pharant and 
let tlie Maulanas keep all tlieu- classical Persian and simdies That is all J 
wanted to say. We must save the Indian from both extremes and the dis- 
cussion todav lias ahow'ti one thing verv eleariv. Mv friends on this side are 
as much prejudiced against Urdu as my fv’ends on the other side against Hindi 
There is no difference between the two. 

[At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair which was then occup'TKL by 
Mr Deputy President (Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan).] 

Pandit Shri Krishna Dntt Poliwol (Agra Diviuon; Non-Muhammadan 
Rural): (The Honourable Member spoke in Hindustani, Tor Hindustani 
text see Appendix to the Debates for the 11th March, 1947, English transla- 
tion given below. — Ed. of D.) 

Sir, my object in ta^ng part in this discussion is to support Hindustani 
The speeches that have preceded my speech are all strong arguments in 
f.'ivour of Hindustani Let iis fake Ihem one bv one Mv f-ion'I. R’cM'q All 
Khan spoke in pure Urdu and ns an answer to that my friend Pandit Balkrishna 
Sliai'in.i spoke 111 pure Hindi '^Plie languages, used by both prove that neither 
T'l-du nur Hindi can become the Jmqua franca of India. The supporters of 
both Sides spoki' in English They spoke neither in Hindi, nor in Urdu, noi 
even in Hindustani, Mv friend Mr. Naiiman supported Urdu in an English 
speci ii and iin fiiend Pandit frovind Malnviva supported ^indi by speaking 
in Enghs'i None of them spoke in Hindustani This is the strongest .argu- 
ment that Indi.i needs Hindustani Mv speech which has been referred to b.v 
the Deputy President was neither in Hindi nor in ITrdii. It was in Findustani 
and that was whv he could understand it. The Chairman of the BecepKon 



aiNlBAL lUDOM— LIST Of DlllAKDS 1719 

Oommittse spoke in Hindi and some person spoke in Persian-mixed Urdu. 
None of the twd.is the language of In^a. It is an admitted fact &6 said hy 
.Mr. Siddiq Ali Khan that there should be only one language in India. It 
plain that English cannot be that language. It has been forcibly thrust upon 
us by our rulers. How many of the India's masses know English? What is 
the peiceutage of English knowing people? How can we make it the lingua 
Franca for India. I’or the lingua franca of India we shall have to chose one 
from the languages prevalent in India. Nawab Siddiq Ali Khan is the stro^est 
proof that Hindi cannot be the lingua franca of India and Pandit Balkrishan 
Sharma is the strongest argument that Urdu cannot be the lingua franca of 
India. If we call our lingtia franca Hindi, it is objected to by one side and 
if we name it Urdu the other side takes exception to it. Under these circums- 
tances none of them can be made the common language. But we have to 
ni.ikp one common language for India That is why I say that the greatest 
gift of .Mahatma Gandhi to stop the dispute between IJidu and Hindi ir, that 
he has tried to give currency to Hindust.'iin. That is why I say that bIr 
decision given by the Home and Broadcasting Member Sardai- Patel to promote 
Hindustuin by means of the Radio is the right step that he has taken and this 
House must supiioi-t liim heartily No fourtli language ( on find usage in our 
country. There are many diflSpulties m the way One of them is that 
in tins 1 louse there are Indian members who understand English but do not 
ini<lt'ist.md Urdu or Iliiidi and they are ag.unst learning Hindustani As mj 
friend Siddiq All Sahib said that we are given too much to speak English 
We speak English but \vc refuse to speak Urdu or Hindi, this is a common 
phenomena and English has the way on the languages of this House. So far 
as 1 am coucoined I have been delivering speeches in Hindustani foi the last 
HO years 1 iini the eilitor of Stunal, a daily in. Hindustani, I write all ii'- 
aiticles in Hm<lu&tani. In I read a Ixxik “Youth Movement m China’ 

In one if its chapters it was described how people m China brought about a 
linguistic and literary revolution In a vast country like China manifold dia- 
lects are spoken. Tlie\ publish not only then daily and weekly newspapers 
in these dialects but monthly magazines also Sir, to convey our messages 
0 the masses we have to fotm such a simple l.tiigiiage .is will be nndonstood 
by tile people .My Ineiuls .Mr Ginind Mal.ivija and P.indit H.ilkrshan 
Sharma have said something about culture. Does culture belong only to edu- 
cated people? Wo will have to bring civilization to the masses in their own 
language. You speak of culture! How did Bhagwan Buddha who was men- 
tioned by Mr Siddiq Ali Khan convoy His ideals to the people? He gave 
His message to the people in their own language and you know how His ideals 
spread. Similarly, you wil’ see that Swam! Tulsi Das did the same. His 
Ramayana is more famous than Bnlmikis’ R.amayana Tlie latter is not held 
in such unportance as the former Similaily, Gum Nanakji gave expression 
to Ills ideals not in Sanskrit, Persian or any other language but in the language 
of the people and so he succeeded in spreading them Today also .as Pandit 
Balkrishana Shanna said .and there was a discussion between him and Abdul 
tiliani Sahib that we have to educate the masses; can we educate them bj 
means of Sanskrit? Deputy President has rightly said that the language in 
wliicli P.indit Bniki'isliana Shanna lias spoken can never he understood by Ihc 
laliourers of Cawnpore Cultivators and farmers in villages who form 7^ to 80 
pc cent of Tiulin’s population cannot understand such speeches We will 
htive to make a mixed l.mguage betwixt Hindi and Urdu which may be called 
Hindustani There can be no other language The decision in favour of 
Hindustani is therefore absolutely riarht and tils House must lend it its full 
support to it. There is, however, one thing of which I must apprise you. In 
this connection fwo difficulties will have to be surmounted. The first is the 
selection of words. If Hindi words are more the people of Urdu will complain 
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and if Urdu words are more the supported of Hindi will complain. This difficuiij^ 
wjJl nub be easily solved. My iriends Messrs Naumaa and fcliddiq All iUiaii 
ijavt. cuiuplained that Itadio Prolamines contain less Urdu words. I know. 
I have also a book with me. There are people who hare made oalculations 
that in the last eight months more than 90 per cent, of Urdu words were in use 
and Hindi were less than 10 per cent. The supporters of Urdu will con- 
iinuf s.i_>iug that iladio Tiogrammes coutam 90% of Hindi words and the 
i-iippoti.ei., ol JJjnih will go on saying that iiadio Programmes have 90% 
<)1 I’lilu uoiJs This struggle between Urdu and Hindi will never end. Yet, 
iiuLwiili-.!. Hiding this struggle we have to solve this problem andHo try to make 
H iiiciiisi.irii the euininon language of India. To decide as to which words 
.'■uid Kiuain will bo left to the common people Words which the public, 
and the villagers would understand and in speeches and news will be under- 
''' I he inas-is will constitute the llindust.mi language Lingua franca 
^'iii hi , he hingu.igc i.i the in.asses Ijiterary Hindi and literary Urdu will 
Jia\o no loom m it They abrogate each other. So none of them can be the 
o.it niicl Ouiguagc of IikIm In spite of these efforts the contest between 
llii.i'h .1 i.l Uidu will ontiinie Feoliugs are strong on both sides and tlie 
jiiociit ai iiiobiihcn' Is sncli as to .iid it to continue The suppoiteis of Urdu 
' tiinphnii ihat Urdu is being killed, wlnle the supporteis of Hindi ei\ that 
Hindi IS being slaughtered. How can we escape this murder, this slaughter? 
Du- iLuicdy has been offeiod by Hardar Patel. It is true remedy Hindustani 
must continue I will not go into tlie percentage you liave fixed for it, but 
I will say this iiuKh tliat unless you guc right separate places to Urdu and 
Hindi the difficulty will remain and the supporters of both Hindi and Urdu 
will blame you. You hai^e seen that in the Advisory Committee that you set up 
Viininiaii-i-Uidu v\antid to ha\e a separate news bulletin in Urdu Hindi 
Sahitya Saniiuclaa pul m a similar demand. Both are agreed that Hindi and 
Uidu should both be used hy the Radio Let it bo so But Hindustani must 
remain There should be no reduction in it — nay it must be improved 
Hindi iinil Urdu icuiiun ''dc b\ side with it so that their complaints may be 
unioved In this w,i\ Hindustani will find ease ni going forward. Wliei- 
there is no opposition both will help you There will be some difficulty in 
.'loinoting ilmdtistaui We know and it has been represented many times to 
llie tlovLi niiu nt th.vt iiiogiainmcs should he issued in both languages It is 
not very difiiriilt Yon are doing it alre.ady You broadcast from Bombay in 
vlaiii.itti ('iii|i,iti and Hindustani Similarl>, vou Inoadcast from Madras in 
dvaiiv huigiiiiges Vou eiiii do the same hero Therefore, with due deference 
I request Sardar Patel to recognize Urdu and Hindi as two separate languages 
and ns hs does ni the case of'Mahratbi, Bengali, Gujrati etc , they may be 
-iven proper place.. oi the Progiamines .iceording to popu'ation Hindustan’ 
'Tiist h(' pioiiiuit'd a.. .1 ii.itumal langu.ige inul not at the <ost of Uidn oi TTiiidi 
I'll imv I’rovnicinl hingnagc This will Tii.ike matters more eas\ lur vm. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir (Nominated Non -Official)- Sir. this controvii.sy has 
gone on for quite a long time and I have not been able to understand why this 
quarrel or battle of languages has been brought into the icalm of Broadcasting. 
I can understand this patriotic feeling of sections of a community for their 
mother tounue H js so in manv parts of the world and we in India arc uol 
the onlv |)eo].!e who speak several dialofts oi il'ffcront laneuaees But whv 
it ..lio'ilil lie made so (iioiii’iicnt in the spliere of the radio iins beaten me I 
mav sav with due resneet to manv Honourable Members that they are a little 
Inconsiderate They forget for the time being that there are parts of this 
great country like Madras and Bombay where this quarrel of Hindi and Urdu 
does not cMsf As the Honour.ahle Homo Member will tell vou, our languages 
are Giijrati and Marathi and if in my province vou have to speak to the common 
man vou will have to n<c those languages This controvei’sv leaves us cold. 
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The lame is the case with Madras Not to speak of the common man, I venture 
to suggest that some of our highly literary members from Madras cf.uld noi 
follow this debate; 1 confess 1 did ..ot. Sir, the radio is meant to be a method 
of communicating to the masses some knowledge and information and they 
liave to adopt methods that will reach the people; why then go on talking 
about Hindi and Urdu? There is no doubt that as years pass we shall bare 
to find a eoinmoii language for India , we have not found it yet but it is soms- 
thing ive bavu to aim at and attain jiut while we are in the present position 
let us realise that there are millions and millions of people in tliis.countiy who 
do not understand either Hindi or Urdu; and, as I said, 
if the speeclies made here today were made m my province or in 
Madras not one word would have been understood by millions 
of people. 1 agree with Mr Masam ulien he s.ud that your speech, 
\Ti Dopulv I’l n-nh-nt, \s .is mtcllic lili l<i us urnni.uit |)o(iplc (oining troni 
lioinbay I do not Jaiow whclhei vou t.i'okc Hindi nr Unlu hui L understood 
you, and from that J ooncdndcd that _iou s]>oke neithei lIiHfli nor L'rdu If you 
had spoken eillier oi tin m I uould not I'eili.ip, li.ivi iukIi i i.'ioil miu, li, 
thcivloiu the i.ulu) -iduiils .1 poll! V of iisiiiu a language wlii' It is nedeist.iudablt 
to the largest iiumbei they will be on the light Hack and iL the present or the 
iutuie Govermneul Ciui get a coiiinioii language lor c\ei\ p.iit ol italia so iniich 
the better When we get that single coniiiK ii language v\c shall ask the 
Uoiiie Meiiibei lo u..c t on tile i.iilio Lint mill we have got it it iS no nst- 
ju-eleiiiling lo t.i.k jiltont nation. d honour. Let the radio use a Imiguagc wliudi 
Is mideistood l,v the nmsse.s Let this Hindi-ltidti contioversy he cnuied out 
sule, lo the univereities and to learned bodies, Init leave the radio atone. Tin 
radio IS not the sphere to carry on scientific aignments as to what language is 
the best, what language originally belonged to the country and what we should 
ulo))t. *Lct that be discussed m the proper spheie All wo van say is that 
ilie Tfomo Member should see that a language is used on the r.idio which is 
understood by the common people, that Marathi and Oujr.iti should pievail in 
ni\ pint of the counti>, and tlie languages of the south slioiild prevail in 
Madias About the north I am not in a position lo express any opinion But 
let it be the language which you spoke, Mr Deput\ I’rcsident, which can be 
understood Let us who come from yfadras and Boiiibay and Bengal have 
the advantage of listening lo speeches in this House in a language which we can 
nuliustand Let ns enjov the words of wisdom and philosophy which fall from 
I lie lips of Honoiiiable Memheis, and let us hope that tins is (he l.ist debate 
we will have in this House about the rnd’o and the langii.ige to l,c used by it. 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: Sir, I congratulate the Ilonour- 
ihle Mover of this motion on Ins taking the debate to a high level inid .ivoidmg 
the ‘introduction of any acrimony or bitterness into this question, which is a 
question that can easily be taken to the realm of bitter controversy, I congra- 
tulate also those who followed him, who took the cue fumi him and kept the 
discusMon on a high loxel And that indicates that there is a seiisi* of realism 
'if coming ficedoin 

Now, Sir, in the first place I want to disabuse the minds of Honourable Mem- 
bers if there is anv feeling that T have introduced something new' in the polify 
that has been enunciated in the Government press communique Far from it, 
I have followed or enunciated a policy which has been inlu ntcd by us, and 
that policy was initiated wdth the introduction of broadcasting nv this country 
Sir, you'have scon that the controversy is restricted to the ic.ilm of the lite- 
rary class of people who want to mould this ixilicy according to tlieir taste and 
liking But the policy of the All-India Itadio hat. to suit the vo inoii listener 
The Broadcasting station i<! a public utihtv concern We have to cater to thp 
taste and look to the viewpoint of the common listener who does not sit in a 
drawing room or in a library, but who has got a cheap radio or: who is likqly 
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to get cheap radio m the near future, cheaper in any case than at present, end 
who wants to follow what is going on lu this country and also outside. There- 
fpre, Sir, the policy of the All-India liadio is to encourage a language which is 
understood by the common people and to a large extent that language is the 
language which you, Sir, used in this House and which was followed up by Mr. 
Paiiw.al That it. the policv which we projiose to lollow or to encourage, an I 
therefore the two groups of people who were parties to tho controversy have 
cancelled the arguments of each other and practically adopted or accepted the 
policy which has been enunciated by the Government. I wish to say one thing 
and that is I do not wish to quarrel with the name, but T want to say thin 
the name that has been given to ilie langu.ige policy wliieli the All-Indi.i 
Radio has adopted is not my lunovntioti. is not of today or yesterday, bub k 
an old one, and for that T will draw %our attent-on to tho woids of the Lin- 
guistic 8urvev of India 

"HindoiUni u prunsrily th* language of the Upper Qangetio Plain and it alto the 
Imgva franca of India capable of being written in both Periian and Dcvnagrt cbaractart." 

Tna language which is widely intelligible in Northern India is neither Urdu nor 
Hindi as we know it, but a simple language which is commonly spoken and 
understood. 

I have travelled from one end of the country to another and spoken more or 
less in a language whicli aou, Sir, used in this House I have found no diffi- 
culty in being understood by the simplest and most ignorant peasant in any 
part of the country, except to some extent in Southern India. But they are 
making up for the deficit and they have already succeeded to some extent. We 
have not much to do with the literary flouiishes of Urdu or Hindi so far as the 
policy of the broadcasting station is concerned. Occasionally we may provide 
field for them and they may come and use the broadcasting station and give a 
treat to some hterarv people, hut piimarily this organisation is to bo used for 
the common mass of people. Therefore we must at some stage lay down a 
clear cut policy Tho poliCA* was theie T have ommciated nothing new, but 
up to now the execution of the pohev w.l^ left to the sweet wall of the indivi- 
dual Station Direct 01 s They liad no clear cut policv to lollow except one 
thing that Tlmdust.im is tlie common I.iiigmige of the ladio, (hat was the prin- 
ciple accepted fiom tlie begnmmg, Imt theie was no proper policy' so far as to 
the w'ords to be used .md tlie iiiolioilion in wlnclt TTmdi .ind-Uidu jirogrammes 
were to be broadcast Tlie contioveisv went on for a number of yeiu» When 
I took over charge of (his Deiiaitincnl I found that this was an old Aontioversy 
First this eontro\eis\ took plnre in 1040 m the time of Sir Andrew Clow. It 
was then gone into liv the Standing Advisory romnntlee It was thou recog- 
nised by the Deparliiient that the eiiiicism of All-Iiulia Ifadio Hindustani 
policy really c.ime from those who wished to have news-bulletins m two sepa- 
rate languages, unmelv Hindi and Urdu, hut there ivns hardly any occasion on 
that ground to disturb the eontinuunce of all news-bulletins, announcements, 
etc in TTmdustam Aftei thus Sir Sved Sultan Ahmed <-on\eued. a conference 
of tho representatives of the Anjuman Taraqqi-e-Urdu {Dr. Abdul Huq, Dr. 
Abdul Sattar Siddiqiie and Pt Brijmohnn Knifi) and of the All India Hindi 
Sahityw Sammelan (consisting of Pandit Sampurannnnd, Sn IMauli Chandra 
Sharm.i and Swuini .\iinnd) mid bv a special invitation the Honourable Syed 
Hoosairi Imam, Member of the Council of State, was also called This Com- 
mittee came mumimouslv to the decision that there should n(ft be separate 
Prdu and Hindi broadcasts of n^s, news commentaries and announcements. 
ITie language used should be of the simplest variety, which is understood by 
the vast maiont.v of the listeners in Hindustani-speaking areas. Even after 
tho cnnfrnviorsv norsiatod and the next stage was re.oched when 8ir Akbar 
Hydtri in January 1946 convened a Committee consisting of the Hrmourable 
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ilai Bahadur Shn Narain Mahtha, Nawab Sid^ique Ali Khan, Dr. Zakir Husain 
and Dr. Tara Chand. This Committee af^am came unanimously to the con- , 
elusion that the use of Hindustani as the common language for nows bWiletms 
should not be given up without a further attempt at arriving at a generally 
acceptable voc^ulary. After this a Standing Advisory Committee waa 
appointed by Sir Akbar Hydari, consisting of representatives of the All-India 
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, Anjuman Taraqqi-e-Urdu and the Hindustam Pra- 
char Babha. Even this Committee came to the unanimous conclusion that the 
attempt to broadcast the news programmes in Hindustani should bo persisted 
m. 'I'tiey even anived ut principles when should guide them m the selection 
of vocabulary, hut it was only on details about the words that there was no 
agreement The Committee sat for a number of da^s, but did not come to 
any unanimous conclusions on this part of their work. Therefore the work 
was left incomplete. The All India Radio has done a very good job of preparing 
1 lexicon But there has been raised some eontroversy so far as the words are 
(‘oncenied lianginige is a difficult and delicate problem. Bub what problem 
in India is easv'^ Have you seen any? I have not. Therefore we have to 
solve it and wc must solve it in the spirit which we have introduced in the 
debate today and I think it would not be difficult to solve problems if we adopt 
that attitude in other spheres also. 

So, Sir, .you will see, there has been considerable unanimity in the past so 
far os the policy is concerned Therefore what the Government .have done 
tioday 18 to fix a certain proportion and in doing that we have not done it hap- 
hazardly Wo have adopted a scientific basis We have taken the percen- 
tage of magazine circulations of Urdu and Hindi in various jiarts of the country 
I would not like to weary the House with the details of the circulation of Hindi 
and Urdu magazines in the provinces concerned hut I would only give a rough 
percentage for the various provinces. 


Province 

Hlni 

Urdu 

Delhi . . .... 

47 

53 

U. P. ..... . . 

87 

13 

Fonjab ........ 

7 

93 

PeehaWnr ........ 


100 

Bihar 

91 

9 

Bengal 

78 

32 

C. P 

98 

7 

■ ■ 1 


100 


These are the percentages of the magazines in circulation in the various pto- 
vinces. The total for All-India is 67 Hindi and 43 Urdu. You will see from 
tfais that the Government have taken into consideration the importance of the 
language, the place from which the language has originated or to which it owes 
it« importance, and other factors We have then drawn out a reasonable mean 
about which there cannot be much complaint. If we have erred, we have erred 
on the side of giving a little more weightage to Urdu. We have introduced 
parity in certain parts, particularly in Delhi, Calcutta Bombay and Dacca, be- 
cause I thought that parity was a word which would disprove any criticism and 
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would also show that a certain amount of weightage is given wherever neces- 
wry. 

I ]iope, Sir, the Honourable Members who take interest in this affair will 
see that even ouU tie controversies are carried on on the same level. After 
all Government is not infalhble: it can make mistakes which can be rectified, 
if they aie pointed out with facts and figures and in a proper spirit. I hare 
seen cntimsm made outside in a very bad spir.t I do ii.it s.iy that any of us 
here have un.vlliing to do with it but if we can, it would bo advisable to carrj 
•n controversies if necessary outside the House in the same spirit in which 
this debate h.is been carried on iii this House. And if there is any correction 

to be made and any reasonable objection is raised to this po'i v Government 

will (eitainlv he too leadv to eonsider it As I said, the bro.idcasting stations 
.are inainlv intended for tlie uenei.il public and therefore let not the literary 
critu's diMST the ladio into a eontraversy in n nanow vmw 'I’hat is all I iiave 

to sav anil T hope the ftonouiMblo Afcmber who ti.is moved the motion will 

vvithdi uw it 

Jk ^ 1 5 jAi yijy ! )>J-» 

^ ^ L)*>^ }!{>?>-; 

Mr. Siddiq AU Khan; Sir, Honourable Member for Information and Broad- 
casting has asked me to wntluliaw my cut motnon T therefore request you to 
■illow me lo do so 

The tut luotiim w.i-, b\ kave ol the \ssuu il)l> wiib diawn 

Dbmand Xo. Heimktmk.vt oi’ Ivdi.stkie.s and Huiu'lies 
Inadequate Supqdii (nnl tutsnimiagcd Distribution of Yam amongst Handloom 
lV«<if€rs and Fishermen. 

Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang (East Punjab. Muhammadan): Mr. Deputy 
President: I beg to move , 

“Thst ths demand under the head ‘Department of Indnstries ud Bappliee’ be redaeed 
by Bi. 100.” 

As the House will recollect, last year during the course of the Budget Bes- 
sion I moved a Resolution in tins Honourable House on the subject of releas- 
ing at least one third of the yam produced by the text le mills for consumption 
by the handloom weavers. That Besolution led to a full dreu debate and even- 
tually the House passed it. But the net result of passing that Resolution has. 
so far been (a Resolution of course would go no further than recommending to 
the Governor General m Council the course indicated in the Resolution) that 
the Resolution has remained practically a dead letter and the department of 
Industries and Supplies has paid vei-y little attention indeed to the needs of the 
handloom industry In fact by moving that Resolution in this House and by 
being instrumental in getting it passed in the House I became the target of a 
good deal of correspondence from various directions in the course of the one 
year that has since elapsed. I have been receiving innumerable communica- 
tions from various parts of India from people who are engaged in the handloom 
industry complaining that they are not getting a sufficient supply of yam and 
some people actually going to the extent of saying that their industry is being 
starved and thev cannot get even enough to i“trrv on their work for a fraction 
of the needs of their trade The object of mv present motion is to call atten- 
tion pointedly to this subject once more 7 think T need not repeat the argii 
, ments which T pub before the House on the last occasion when I moved the 
Resolution 

Tfc is well known th.at the people who depend on this handloom weaving 
.industry arc more than a crore in nnmher in th’'s eoimtrv and the faet that this 
industry is being practically starved means that such a large number sf 
people are being deprived of the means of their livelihood If the needs of 
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tuch a large lection of the community in this country are not attended to, 

I cannot understand what else we m this House are sitting here for. 

You will see, Sir, that there was a fact-finding committee appointed 
Government. That committee came to the conclusion after carrymg on very 
elaborate investigations that for the years 1944 and 1946 , 1,622 million lbs. of 
yam was produced by the textile millt in Indie. Out of this 1,162 milhon lbs. 
was utilised by the mills themselves and 710 million lbs. was distributed not 
to handlooms alone but to powerlooms, and the hosiery industry. Inepite of 
the increasing needs of the handloom industry in this country 6.3 million lbs. 
was exported in 1944 and 6.9 million lbs was exported m 194,6 to countries 
outside India. 

Now, Sir, if the yam produced by our mills is not enough to meet the needs 
of this country, there can be no sense, no justification and no excuse for ex- 
porting any part of it outside India. The first claim to a share iii the amount 
of yarn that can be spared for consumption in this country is that of the cot- 
tage industries and the handloom industry Theie appears to be no reason 
why their claim should be ignored and they should be allowed to starve. 

As on the last occasion. Sir, on the present occasion as well, my contention 
is that it is not a inattei which requires very elaborate ai-gunients or a very 
long array of facts and figures. I have simply to point out that looking at the 
fact that this House recommended unanimously tliat at least onc-third of the 
quantity of yarn produced by the textile mills must go to the handloom indus- 
try, there is vei-y good reason for calling upon Government to give us good and 
adequate reasons whv the Resolution of this House passed on the last occasion 
lias been ignored and whv so many complaints come repeatedly from all quar-. 
ters of liandloom workers eomplaining that they are being starved T do not 
think, Sir, it is necessary for me to prolong my speech e6j>ecially his aiise there 
is so little time now at our disposal and the day is drawing to a i lose T do 
not wish to detain the House longer. Sir, I move >• 

Ifr. Dapaty PTMldant: Gut motion moved. 

"That Um demand andar (.ha bead ‘Dapartaant of Indasirias and Sappliea’ ha radaead 
by Ra. IOC. ’ 

Shrl D. P. Kaimarkar (Bombay Southern Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Rural) . Sir, 1 have great pleasure in supporting the cut motion before us which 
has been tabled with a view’ to invite the attention ol Government to some of 
the gross inequalities in the distribution of yam To be brief I shall limit 
myself only to conditions prevailing in my coniMtuency, what is known as 
the Eamatak districts. Those districts are known for the number of looms as 
also for the quahty of cloth produced on those looms As it happened. Sir, 
accidentally, I received this morning a communication from a place which is 
known as Gfajendragend in Dharwar district which is known for its excellent 
and good looms. The facts, as they have been placed before me, point out to 
one type of inequality so far as the distribution of yam is concerned. I have 
had occasions to receive complaints about the maldistribution of yam, and one 
of the complaints was that where in a centre they produce vei’y fine cloth they 
distri^uite the 20s and where the looms could not produce very fine cloth they 
sei: 1 in the 60s, with the result that both types had either to be returned as 
us,' ','ss ir sent down into the black market That was one type of irregula- 
rity that was practised. 

There is also, S'r, another types of — I could not call it irregularity — but 
certainly an inequality Taking the figures for some districts of the Bombay 
province, we find for instance that the district of Ahmedabad, which has onh 
,5,451 handlooms. has got an allotment of 464 bales of yam. whereas Bii'innr 
with about twenty-four thousand and odd of looms, almost about five times that 
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oi Ahmeciabad, gets a quote of only 542 bales of yarn. Then, agcun, Bir, Nasik 
district winch iius got twelve thousand looms gets only 004 bales of yarn. 1 wjU 
not repeat these hgures nor tease the House with any details of this lund, but 
I have only to respectfully invite the attention of the Government to jihis gross 
mequiuiiy wuich is being practised. Tuere snouid be a thorough analysis of 
the requirements of each particular area, and the yarn that is available should 
be distributed evenly and in accordance with the requirements of a particular 
area. There has been much mjustice in the past towards ttie handlooms but 
now a time has come when the handlooms have shown their vitality. During 
a very abnormal period when people might have found great difficulties in get- 
ting cloth, the handlooms have stood very well by us. I am sure that it 
would bo one of the foremost concerns of the present Government to see to it 
that the handloom industry is given its fair share of prosperity, and for the 
time being one of the principal means of doing it would be to ensure an ade- 
quate quantity of yam to the handlooms. That is one aspect of the matter to 
wh'ch I would invite the attention of the Honourable Member in charge of 
Industries and Supplies 

There is another aspect whicli I might with advantage refer to and it is 
this. When any allotment of additional spindles is made for a particular area, 
not much consideration is shown . . 

Mr. Deputy Prealdent: The Honourable Member can continue his speech 

tomf'TTOW 

Shrl D. P4 Karmerkar; I will not take more than a minute or two. I will 
finish my speech now. 

What T want to point out is this A backward province like the Karnataka 
which holds a large number of these looms and grows cotton in addition has 
been consistently refused permission to start a new m'll. I should only request 
the Honourable Member in charge of Industries and Supplies Department to 
persuade his department to show more imagination, because of imagination he 
himself has a lot I should request him to pejsuade his department to show 
greater imnginat’on and greater sense of uti’ity nnd make the allotment of 
spindles for such areas where the handlooms are requiring yam to a very large 
extent Sir, T have finished 

Tho Assemt-iv then adjourned Till Eleven of the O’oe.k on Wednesday, ths 
ISth March, 1947. f 



LEGISI*ATIVE assembly 

Wednesday, 12f/i March, 1947 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G V Mavalankar) in the Chair. 

STARRED QpESTlONS AMD ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 

EstabusbUient of NAT19KAL Mus 4 um of Art, Ahchaeology and Anthropology 
8M. *8eth Oovind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Education please 

staie. 

(a) wliotlier < '>o\eriiii)ent ot India h.ivc 'ivcentiv saiw^tloned the estiibliRhinent 
of a National Museum of Art, Archaeology and Anthropology; 

(b) if so, whether the selection of a Director of Museum has been made ; 

<c) if the answer to part (b) be in the negative, when it is likely to be made; 

(d) whether Government will give an assurance to the House that a duly 
qualified Indian alone will be appointed to such a post; and 

(e) the estimated cost of the scheme:* 

H <h! i. (^I) : oljf fiUJlyjf 

- (►J'j |*rf5rfr- jjf ^ Ji 

- ,d> ^ (lJ<) 

I 4 JU (i-, J yj yyL> ,, 1 ^ ^ ^ (^) 

- (f (f ptfpfo *1 ^f'’A Ai*» 

l/ £ fijytc (Ji) 

)yie fXp IfM. ^ 

- V) tyfrp' ^ y4iS Jj- Ljf ^ 

- dl 3 }>^ ^ ^ JJ X 

Ji^SS A » 3 l.X >7 H AiHU ,5! 1+,;^ 

- 

The Hotumrable MauUuu AbUl Kalam Asad: (a) The proposal for the estab- 
lishment of a National Museum of Art, Archaeology and Anthropology has been 
accepted in principle by the Government of India. 

(b) The selection of a Director has not yet been made. 

(c) Most probably in 1948-49 if satisfactory progress is made in regard to the 
building of the scheme. 

(d) The post of the Director of the Museum will be filled in conformity with 
•the policy recently laid down by the Government of India that no non-Indians 

should be appointed to any civil post except only in very exceptional circum- 
stances. 

(e) The estimated total capital cost of the scheme, including building, equip- 
ment, etc., will be about rupees one crore. It Will take about five yhars to com- 
plete the scheme and the ultimate recurring cost when the scheme is in full 
opitraticin Will bh about Bs. 8;6 lakhs per year. 

( 1727 ) 
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^ »js^ 9^ ^ *-i ^ *4^ 

^ ^ O^ i:il Xli W tisV»jJU,jJ,jf ^fS lii 

Seth Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member please state whether the 
post of Director will be advert;iged or selection will ^ made trom applicants 
who have already applied? 

L>**’ u5^ c/ ^><4 » >>>3^ \i9y*J^y \ 

- ^ sjrflS (.U Jj i yi- ISi,!:}. J*<» J<Uv. i 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Details m this connection have 
not yet been settled but such directior^ will be acteil upon as are usual m 
making selections 

i fi- ^ 1^ ^ L^i ^ 

Vyt, ^ Ji ^1, ^'U^ 

Seth Govind Das: Will the Government bear in mind that the building to be 
built for the Museum will have articles of Indian Art only and shall have no 
articles of foreign art? 

uyjLfl ^ ^ Jl ^J9*> >4^ ^ 

- fyA ^ L^l 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: This is obvious THe building 
for a National Museum should necessarily be like that 

- 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Do Goveinment propose sending an Art Mission 
to foreign countries? 

- kvLa. LjA fyi ^ : i>fjj (♦XO/yfl w^’y* iJ^yf 

The Honoiuable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: It will be considered 
ijoAfi Ibi JJ ^ Jlj ^ • li)^ ,jUlfa»g tj*cL 

- j}’ *) 09^ ^ j_y»1x-jaAA y^ iS uJ^ 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan: Will the Government try to recover for the pro- 
posed Art Museum the Art Treasures of India now in foreign countries? 

. ^ \jby yS yye tS.-JU3jl^ aJUW* j_pf : ofjj (>HO|y{f Lilly* ij4d>i> 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: The Department is considering 
it. 

SELKcnoN OF Students fob Hiohbk Studies Abboad 

866. ‘Seth Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Education please 
state: 

(a^ the number of students selected for higher studies abroad who have 
already started their studies in foreign universities; 
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(b) the position of those who Were selected but could not be allowed to pro* 
ceed to the universities of their choice due to lack of sea passage and accommo- 
dation in those uiiiversities ; and 

(c) whether Government propose to adopt any alternative scheme to employ 
these students usefully within the country? 

JjA L nr )jii:>£urrv ui) ; 0131 fisy uy 

)3^ iJ ^ uttr^ 

- 1>* Ji 

JfH uriy^ I !♦ »I X uriy^ I®*! 11" (tj<) 

fS ^ jj)l - J-* ^Y* i.>J ^ ^JyJ^Kh 

^ yfclQ ^UUtJl iitf. ^ tS ^ 

L>*'* V«4,U/* / ytXj |.UsXif If Al:Lf<> ,_5^^ 

jUaSJl (►U+JUe yi. - ^ Hft. jjl ^Uj a 1«U* If ^ 

fjyt ^ ^ ^llrV y^iXS| *S ± ^ 4>** 

“ ^ Jh ^ '■='^1 )jf \ji)^ 

«5 H ^ (v^) • I J*^* (uT*) 

K (Hi^ ■'^ m ^ )^y ^ 


^U, ^_jf{ ui>l.< Aj aLmIm, tJwy? 

^ )9‘ ^ 4i.>*v jj*! A^ ISA, lj2< ^ 

(Jr*^)}^>^ )*W a 5 >J* ^_yfj yi i_^f ^ iUU/* ,_yS*ji A^ . e:.jLa. 

- t^.yi IjJ c:,sbJ))j fS Aja.fo 

I ® ^)TJ) »} ^ .rf «-* 

- A.»^:Hb+» )l45 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Eaiam Asad; (a) 427 Central and 312 Pro- 
vincial Government sponsored scholars and 170 Provincial Deputationists are 
either studying or about to start their courses in foreign Universities and insti- 
tutions. 

(b) 93 Central and 156 Provincial Government sponsored scholars and 110 
Deputationists are either awaiting passage or admission. It continues to be 
difficult to secure admission to suitable institutions abroad. 8o far as the pass- 
age position is concerned most students are awaiting the next available ship, 
while ofhers have been admitted for the October, 1947 Session and it is not 
therefore proposed to send them before August. 

(c) Attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply to part (c) of 
the starred question .No. 12 by Shri Sri Prakasa-on the 8th November 1946 No 
other scheme is necessary. 



1780 LSOiSLATivB AssiHBLY [12 tb Mab. 194T 

In tJlis connection I should like the Honourable Member to keep in view the 
fact that the Department has appointed a committee to go into this whole ques- 
tion and to place before the Department its recommendatrons by the 15th July* 
This committee will also look into this aspect of the question as to what future 
policy we should adopt in view of the difficulties of securing passages and admis* 
sions. 

)jf *5 

^ jUj jjf ^ ^ - <j*j) aO} ^ 

Seth Oovlnd Daa: In future, when scholars are sent abroad, they will not be 
sent to England and America only ; but Kussia and other countries also and the 
Government will take into consideration the specialities of those countries. 

ijJ ^ ^ jjJU JJ Ul>y* 

y ^^Uo JJ £ jWtUj JL, KCJjf iS ^ uyli Ag 

- W'a- lM- 

The Honourable Maulana Ataul Kalam Azad: Tn the Terms of Beference of 
the Committee set up for the purpose it is laid down to send scholars abroad next 
year At that time it will bf> taken into consideration 

iS ijjii U!X.v^ ig 

^ ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ 

J! I)*> ^ i>*> 

- >WJe j_yUH.jiUs. 

Dr. Zia Dddin Ahmad: May 1 ask if the Government receive reports of the 
progress m education of the scholars sent abroad:* I have heard that they have 
been unsuccessful in certain examinations. 

*4^ >x> iS 1))^ <L ss-v*— ')j^ : ofjf 

- £ ^ J 

The Honourable Hauiana Abul Kalam Azad: Government have made complete 
arrangements to receive monthly reports from the supervisor of their education. 

Sreejut Rohinl Kumar Ohaudhuxi: (Supplementary question m Assamese). 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may translate his question in 
English. 

Sreejut Rohinl Kumar Obaudhuri: What is the use of granting new scholar- 
ships if all those who have been granted scholarships before have not been able to 
secure accommodation? 

Ui^ ^ 4)lyi |j4i}y? 

^ Al*U^ », ^ ^ 

»• <? ^ 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: As I have already said Tots of 
difficulties are arising. A committee has been set up for the purpose. This 
committee will reconsider this matter 
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j* (SJf 1^ ^ ^ 5-*^ ^ 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Have instructions been sent to the High Com- 
missioner to make all sorts of arrangements for scholars who have, gone abroad? 

tS A. >+*^ ^ ^ '■^^. : ■>>3? (»iUJ!y>f J^^y l 

- ^ (•'«*J 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Tt is very difficult to fulfil all 
theh wishes as the Honourable Heinber desires, but they arc certaiulv looked 
after. 

^ v^cs.U j-w* J-wyl '-4^ : y^f. - 

Mr, Ahmed E. H. Jafler: klav 1 ask the Honourable Member if a special 
steamei will be arranged for fhe scholars to be sent abroad'' 

yy ^ ■ Ji tj^ : i^))? (tilXlf^jf Lilly* ^J-wy ? 

J 0*^1 ^ ^ 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Asad: 'Diere are no special arrange- 
nients for it Efforts aic iiiudc to make arrangenierits in the steamer which is 
available 

Position of Domiciled Europeans in the Indian Army 

856. ‘Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer; (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department please state what the position of Domiciled Europeans in the Indian 
Army of the future will bo? 

(tj Is it a fact that under an army order all Europeans, even though they 
are domiciled, are not to be permitted to enlist in the fndi.m Armv''' 

(c) When did this order come into force? 

(<J) Does the order apply to Regular Indian Commissioned Officers who 
passed out from the Indian Military Academy, received Regular Commission 
before 1939 and have served in the Indian Army for a number of years and 
reached the rank of Captains and Majors? 

(e) Are these officers to be retired or to be transferred to the British Army? 

(f) What is the number of such officers who arc to be asked to retire and are 
otherwise affected by the order? 

(g) Does the order apply also to Anglo-Indians? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) British subjects of European descent domiciled m India 
are statutory Indians and are eligible for enrolment or commissioning into the 
Indian Army m the same way as other Indians 

(b) No, Sir There is no Indian Army Order making all Europeans even 
^ough domiciled, ineligible for enrolment or commissioning into the Indian 
Army. . 

(c) to (f) Do not arise in view' of the answer to part (b). 



1782 IJ80I8LATIVB AssBMBLy [12th Mar. 1947 

(g) The position is that as Anglo-Indians are statutory Indians they are eUp- 
ble to enlist and be oommisBioned in the Indian Army in the same way as domioil- 
ed Europeans. , 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honourable the Defence Secretary say what 
is the position about the Auxiliary Forces in which, I understand, the Anglo- 
Indians were in a very large number? 

Ur. O’. S. Bhalja: That questicai. Sir, does not arise out of this question. 

Mr. Sasanha Sekhar Sanyal: What are the purposes for which a difference is 
still maintained between a British unit, an Indian unit and an Anglo-Indian unit? 

Mr. Q. S. Bhalja: I submit, Sir, that also does not arise out of this question. 

Smppmo Spaok rob Visitors to U. K. and U. S. A. 

657. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Mem> 

ber be pleased to state the position of shipping space available for person 
desirous of visiting the United Kingdom and the United States of America? 

(b) Has the position improved, if not, when is it likely to improve to the 
pre-war level in regard to comforts in travelling? 

(6) Has the CootaDllsr of Civil Passages any coniirol over berths available for 
civilians, if so, how many berths are under his control every month and to whom 
are these allotted? 

(d) To whom are the berths not required by the Controller of Civil Passages 
allotted and by whom? 

(c) Does lie coiiliol heiths on liiu-- iii< lu'lin« the Pie-ideiit liiiie to Anieiic,!, 
if so, what 18 the number? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) Shipping is still controlled by 
His Majesty’s Government ivho have undertaken to provide, if possible, a 
minimum of 1,500 berths n month for civilians from India to United Kingdom in 
transports. These .tre, vessels still under requisitioii by His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment. In addition, civilians secure about 2.50 passages a month in commercial 
vessels, uhich are not under requisition 

Shipping accommodation from India to the United States of America is not 
controlled and the Government of India have no information as to the passenger 
position 

(b) Pre-war standards of comfort cannot be expected until requisitioned vessels 
which were converted for the transport of troops during the war, have been re- 
converted to ordinal y passenger use This process of reconditioning vessels has 
begun but is likely to take some time before it is completed. 

(c) The Home Department controls 200 berths each month for (i) civilian* 
travelling on Government duty including persons entitled to repatriation on com- 
pletion of contract with Government; and (ii) civilians sponsored by Government 
including persons proceeding overseas for tuition or trainfng or on business which 
serves a direct national interest 

(d) Any berths not required by Government within the limit of 200 are 
Bunendered to the Passage Pool from which persons without priorities are allotted 
passages iii the order of application for them 

(e) No 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: Is the Honourable Member aware that the priorities 
already given to people in the months of April and May are still in force and it is- 
not possible for others to obtain accommodation on the ships because prioritiee 
have already been given to people? What is the remedy for those who -want to 
go now? 

The Honourable Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel: The only remedy is to wait. 
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Sreejnt Bobini Kumar Obandhuri; If the members of the legislature want to 
go abroad unofficially, can they get priority within the special control of sea 
passage ? 

The Honourable Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel: Yes, they can if they arc spon- 
sored by Government 

ICr. Ahmed E, H. Jafler; If an Honourable Member of this House wants 
priority, will he be given priority without any consideration? 

The Honourable Sardar Valiabhbhai Patel: Not without consideration. If 
they come under the conditions mentioned just now in answer to part (c), they 
will get it. 

Baid by Bbitish SoiiDiBRS ON Anqlo-Indians at Railway Institutjc, Jhansi 

868. *Mr. Ahmed E, H. Jafler; (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state if it is a fact that 200 armed British service 
personnel raided the Railway Institute at Jhansi, when the Anglo-Indians were 
celebrating Christmas and assaulted some Anglo-Indians and set fire to furniture 
and canopies in the ball room? 

(b) If so, what are the causes for this raid? 

(o) How many soldiers have been arrested and what action has been taken 
against them? 

(d) How many have not been arrested and what steps are being taken to 
arrest them? 

(e) What IS the total .unount of damage ^•allKe(| and who will bear the cost 
thereof ? 

(f) Do Government propose to hold a eourt of enquiry? If not, why not? 

(g) What steps do Government propose to take to see that such incidents do 
not occur again? 

Mr, Q. S. Bbalja: (a) and (h) T ln;i a statement on the table of the House 

(c) and (d) 12 R O Rs were placed imder arrest immediately following the 

incident After the Court of Enquiry, a summary of evidence was ordered to be 
taken .and as a result eleven men of the Wiltshire Regiment and two men of the 
R.A M C. are in close arrest with a view *0 being tried by court-martial 

(e) The total cost of the damage has been estimated at Rs. 10,74.5 The 

question as to how it should be made good will receive the consideration of Gov- 
ernment ^ 

(f) A military Court of Inquiry has already been held. "*■ 

(g) All B 0 Rs against whom sufficient evidence is available are being courfc- 
martialled' Discij^linary action is being taken against the Station Staff Officer, 
Jhansi, and other officers at fault The Battalion is being moved into a British 
Infantry Brigade An expression of the severe displeasure of His Excellenoy the 
Commander-in-rbief will be communicated to the Battalion 


Slattmint 

The {acU of the incident are »s follo-we ; — 

The Railway Ir>Litut6 at Jhanei le normally out of bounds to BORe On the 13th Decem- 
ber 1M6, the Presulent of the Railway Institute wrote to'the military authorities requesting 
that the’ InsUtute should be pnt in bonndt for officers and troops on account of a boxing 
tournament which I he Institnte intended to bold. He did not, however, state the month and 
the Station St^ff Officer presuming that the request referred to December published a Station 
Order to the effect that the Institute would he in bounds to British troops The President 
of the Institute on receipt of this order again wrote to the Station Staff Officer apologising 
for his mistake and pointing out that the dates lefened to January 1947 and not to Decem- 
ber 1946 An amendment to the Station Order was published on 24th December 1946 can- 
celling the previous order, but this amendment was not issued in sufficient time to make it 
effective As a result, on the evening of 24th December 1946, 4 BORs. of the Wiltshire 
Regiment arrived at the Institute under the misapprehension that they were allowed to attend 
the function taking piece there. The«e men. on being refused peimission. became truculent. 
The Court of Inquiry is of the opinion that their eventual admission was aided and abetted 
by persons unknown, who were present in the Institnte and who had on intimate knowledge 
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of the varioiw aatrauce* thereto. Having entered the budding the four BO^ ww* itopped 
and questioned and one of them w»» manWdled In the meantime other BORs had arrived 
at the entrance to the Institute and were also refused permission. Thereafter, there ware 
incidents of actual scuffles between them and the Anglo-Indians 

On the evenmg of the 26th December 1946 a larger number of BORs than usual, both 
from the Wiltshire Regiment and from other units m Jhansi, attended the early performancsf 
at the local cinemas. Amongst these men were some BORs who had been involved m the 
mcident on the 24th December 1946 and who appeared to have been either legitimately or 
illegil iinately manhandled on that occasion Aftei the cinema some 60 or 70 BORs. set but on 
foot to go to the Railway Institute. Some of these men, however, returned prior to reaching 
the vKinity of the Institute On arrival at the Institute the men rushed in and started 
breaking up the luiniture, etc , and it would appear that the Christmas decorations caught 
fire. The BORs leaUsing the seriousness of the situation rapidly dispersed In the mean- 
while the incident having been reported, an armed patrol consisting of one NCO and 13 
BORs liad been despatched to the Institute. Their presence had a salutary effect on the 
Anglo-Indian element in the Institute some ol whom had shown signs of violence As a 
result of the incidert, theie wcie no lasiialties, either civil or militaiy, admitted to hospital. 
No women were molested The number of BOBs involved in the incident was not more 
than 50 to 60 and none of them was armed 


The occasion of this lude behaviour on the pait of British soldiers appears to be the 
mistake contained in the Station Order referred to above whereby the BORs. were under 
a misappiebension that the Institute had been placed in bounds, but despite this weio refused 
permission 


Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the TTonourable defence Secretary make it clear 
to this TTouse wliether niilitaii jicrsomiel of thiu t.v|)G whenever they commit 
offences, civil or cnmtnal, like assault, battery, damage, msult and abduction, 
whether they are not triable bv the ordinary civil or criminal courts of this 
country? 

Mr. O, S. Bhalja; Thev ,ne triable bv c-nil or criminal courts, .is well as by 
court-martial. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In tbat case, mav T know why in this ease-, the (iovern- 
ment contented themselves with inercdy a court maitxal which will only look into 
disciplinary measures ami winch cannot possiblv look into the damage done or 
the eritne committed'’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: My Honouiable tnend is under a misapprehension A. 
court martial is as good as a court of law [t tries a person accused of offences 
under the militHiw law A.s regards tin extent of damage, etc , I pointed out 
that the C'ourr of Enquiry had gone into the question and reported ou the extent 
of damage done The question as to how it is to be rnet is still under the consi- 
deration of the (lovernment 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: T have asked for no statement in parts (a) and (b) 
of rny question 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: It is a long statement which T lay on the table of the 
House T would not like to waste the time of the ffouse by reading it In fact 
the same statement was made in the Council of State yesterday 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: ITow man\ of these soldiers were juit up for identa- 
fication 

Mr. Q-. S. Bhalja: The whole b.attahoii was turned oul for the idcntiHcalion 
parade 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony; Is the Honourable Member aware that the {lersons 
who were assaulted feel that the British oCacials and the officers of the court of 
enquiiv have tned to cover up the tracks of the miscreants^ 

Mr. G-. S. Bhalja; No, Sir, the suggestion is ubsolutelv without anv founda- 
tion. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: How many women were among those assaulted'’ • 

Mr. 0. S. Bhalja: None, Sir. 
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Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Part (a) of Question No. 868 does not call for 
any statement. It only calls for an answer in the affirmative or negative in a 
^tegorical way. Is it in order, Sir, for the Government Member to pub the 
House into a statement when a categorical answer would have sufficed? I think 
this IS unfair to the House. 

^ Mr. President: To my mmd. there seems to be some misappreliension in 
raising this point of order. Questions in the House are not necessarily of the 
nature of cross examination of a witnefs, where a categorical reply ia> given, 
‘‘yes”, or "no” Honourable Memhets put (piestions for having information and 
if information is given at length, it sliould not be .i ground for cuinplaint 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will (ho Honourable Member state whether the 
iiiformation that he has laid on the l.ible m connection with part (a) is a substan- 
tial answer m the affirmative or negative? 

Mr, President: Order, order. 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: In view of (he fact that these offences weie com- 
mitted within the jurisdiction of the end aiithonties hv troops who deliberately 
broke ‘bounds’, will the Honourable Member consider the desirability of allowing 
the civil police to investigate into the facts of the ease"'^ 

Mi. 6. S. Bhalja: An officer of the civil (lolice was actually present thioughout 
the proceedings of the Court of En'iinry 

Mr. Frank R. AntJiony: Will the- 1 loiiour.dde Menflier make certain that the 
troops attached to this hatt.dioii aie not smuggled out of this country or sent 
overseas in order to cover uj> their etiiiu' as .i private complaint m tljo criminal 
court is contemplated? 

Ifr. O. S. ^halja: I repudiate the suggestion (hat anybody was deliberately 
sent out of the country. Nobody is being ‘‘smuggled out” out of the country as 
the Honourable Member puts it with a view lo shielding him from the punish- 
ment due to him. 

Shri Sri Prakaaa: Is it a fact that the British soldiers assaulted the inmates in 
club, because some Anglo fndiaii hwhes refused to dance with iSiein when 
invited to do so? 


Mr. O. S. Btaalja: I should like to read a portion of the Court’s Report, as 
the House seems to desire some detailed information here and now 

"In the opinion of the Court the reaeong for the incident on the 26th oocurnng are the 
incidents which occurred on the 24th, winch are primarily ibie to four BUK s. 
Wiltshire Begiment who arrived at the Institute in a bright and merry mood thinking they 
were allowed to attend On being refused entrame, they bec.ime truculent and decided 
to gate firash m which the Court believes they were aided and abbetted by someone with 
intimate knowledge of the various entranres mto the tnetitute 'Fhe mistakeTi impiession 
that they were allowed to attend la partially due to a typing eiior in Station Orders which 
stated that the OTP Institute was m hounds*, although NOT lopeatcd in Bn Orders, and 
which was NOT cancelled in sufficient time to make it effective The blame for this, in the 
opinion of the Court, must be borne by Capt O N Madiah, S S O , HQ, Jhan«i Station, 
ijndei whoso signature the orders were issued 


The four B 0 B ’s having gained entrance, weie at once stopped .ind questioned as to 
whether they held passes an4 promptly became abusive and aggressive There is no doubt 
they brought up the question of colour, which in a community well known for its touchiness 
on this subject, is bound to lead to trouble and for which there is no excuse One B 0._R. 
was particularly abusive to the Secretarj of the local Anglo-Indian Association, which 
resulted in the B O.R being knocked out’ and the Secretary being accompanied back to his 
wife. 

This incideyit had been seen and overheard by a number of Anglo-Indians and had, 
without doubt, roused the ire of some of the younger Anglo-Indians Vuel was added to the 
flamec by other military personnel of various units who had been refused entrance being 
rowdy and insulting outside the entrance and that two girls dancing together were insulted 
bv presumably a British soldier, and this led to a group of 6 or 7 Anglo-Indians, some of 
wlmip-were military, to take the law into their own hands, which resulted in a number of 
B.O.Rg. being manhandled. Two of which, at least, were unprovoked attacks One 
particularly bad case of manhandling was viewed by a number of military personnel of 
rariouB units all of whom vowed they would fake their revenge ” 
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Mr. Manu Subedar: Does the Honourable Member expect this House to 
believe that it was the Anglo-Indians who were aggressive and not the B.O.S’s 
who were both drunk and offensive and took the low m their o^fn hands in the 
first instance? 

Mr. President: That is a matter of opinion «• 

Mr. O'. S. Bbalja: 1 did not say anything of that kind, Sir. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Are Government satisfied with the findings' of this court 
which ■puts the aggression on the Anglo-Indians, whereas the aggression was 
entirely on the other side? 

Mr. O. S. Bbalja: It docs not put the aggression on the Anglo-Indians. 

Mr. President: That would still he a matter of opinion. 

Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia: Is it a fact that after this incident was report- 
ed and before the identification ]iaia<lt‘ took place some of the B.O R’s were 
transferred from that unit to another'^ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I liaie no information to that effect 
Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Is the Honourable Member aware of another and 
a more serious incident which occurred at Jhonsi station a few days ago and 
reported in tbe press toda,> in which si number of British soldiers tire involved? 
Mr. O. S. Bbalja: I h.ivp no information. Sir 

RbcHutitment to I. C. S. and I. P. S. 

869. *Mr. Abmed E. H. Jaffer: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to lay on the table of the House a statement regarding the future 
recruitment to the Indian Civil Service and the Indian Police, particularly men- 
tioning the arrangements agreed upon os a result of the talks on the subject 
between the Secretary of State and the Governor-General in Council? 

(b) What steps will bo taken to safeguard the interests of Muslims in future 
recruitment; and what ■will be the percentage of the Muslim quota? 

Tbe Honourable Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel: (a) The Honourable Member’s 
attention is invited to the leidv nliicli I ga\e to Slui D. P Karmarkar's starred 
question No 107 on the lllh Ftbruaiv 1047 

(b) In view of the reply to clause (a), the question docs not arise 

h’ALL IN SlLVKR PbICE IN NEW YORK 

860. *Setb Oovind Das: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state ■ 

(a) whether he is aware of the news that the silver price in New York fell 
considerably because of the worldwide race to obtain United States dollars ; 

(b) how much silver has so far been sent from India to the United States of 
America for selling purposes; and 

(c) what is the reaction on the silver position in India due to India's partici- 
pation 111 this race? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Sban; (a) Tliere has recf-nUy been a rise in 
the price of New Yoik silver which stands at 84 J cents and the fall which took 
place about a month ago appears to have been a temporary pihase due to various 
factors such as the supply .and demand position and the desire to take advantage 
of the high price in New York and not. necessarily due to a race to obtain U. S. 
dollars 

(b) There has been no expoit of silver from India for sale in the U B A. 

(c) Does not arise 

Seth Oovind Das: Why do these prices fall down and immediately afters 
wards shoot up? Ts that not due to speculative markets amd are Government 
thinking of at once .stopping this speculation in the bullion market? 
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The Honourable Mr. Llaqnat All Khan: I do not know how that arises fronv< 
the original question. 

Seth 'Oovlnd Das; In reply to part (a) the Honourable Member said that there 
was a fall in prices and they have again gone up In view of this rise and fall 
occurring in the U. S A. and in India I want to know whether speculation in 
the bullion matket in India will be stopped at once. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member is assuming that the rise and fall is 
due to speculation, and he puts his question on that basis. 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: There may be some speculation also 
but I suppose the rise and fall is due to demand and supply. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Now that private licenses for the import of silver have 
been stopped may I know if Government will pick up loose silver which may be 
available in the world from time to time below certain prices, and whether they 
will bring it out here and keep the difference to themselves instead of allowing the 
difference to go into other pockets? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: I should like to have notice of that 
question because it needs consideration before I can reply to it 

Mr. Tusuf Abdoola Haroon: With leference to the reply to part (b), although? 
the export of silver is stopped, is the Honourable Member nware tnat prices of 
silver have gone very high in Bombay’ If so. what steps are Government taking 
to check that? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: If the Honourable Member will put 
down a question I shall he able to reply 

Dr. Zia XTddin Ahmed: Aie Government thinking of abolishing this gambling 
house known as the bullion exchange, which is the root cause of non-stabilisation 
of prices in this country? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: As T mentioned in luy budget speech, 
the niattei is under examination 

Mr. Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: Is tlieie n possibility of leleasing silver from 
Government stocks because it is not wanted for rupee currency, and allow prices 
to come down’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Perhaps my Honourable friend is not 
aware that the Government of India borrowed a very large amount of silver 
from the U. S A which we have to return within a certain limited period 

Use of Stkbltnq Balances for Import of Machinery for State Ownei> 
Industry 

861. *Sri R. Venkataeubba Reddlar: Will the Honourable the Pinance Mem- 
ber be pleased to state , 

(a) if it is a fact that the Indian Capitalists are monopolising the available 
sterling balances for getting machinery for their existing and new industriee; 

(b) the percentage of sterling balance so far used for the purpose mentioned in 
part (a) above, after the end of the War; and 

(c) if Government propose to consider the desirability of utilising the sterling 
balances for import of machinery for State owned industries? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: (a) The answer is in the negative. 

(b) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the reply given to 
parts (b) and (d) of Seth Clovind Dass’ starred question No. 480 on the 18tlv 
November 1946. 

(b) All imported machinery required for State owned industries must neces- 
sarily be paid for either from the sterling balances or from India’s current earm- 
ings of foreign exchange. 
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Prof. Iff. G. Raoga; What is the present position with regar4 to the outstand- 
ing balances to the credit of India? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan; The Honourable 'Member will find 
-the exact position in my budget speech. 

Sri M. Ananthasajranam Ajryangar; .*Tn view of the fact that a number of 
•questions are a.sked about the sterling balances and their utilisation for absolute 
necessaries m this country, may t knoiv if the Honourable Member will appoint 
an ad hoc committee of this House to go into the details of imports from time 
to time and avoid the frittering away of the sterling balances? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: The matter is engaging the attention 
•of tTovernment and I referred to this matter also in my budget speech. I said 
that this is .a matter which Government are seriously considering, that there 
should be no flittering aw.xy of the sterling balances 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether under the TAireign Exchange Control 
Act which has been passed directions liave been given to the Eeserve Bank to 
get the fullest mformation from banks with regard to the sterling sold by them to 
individuals and the quantity .ind purposes for which such sterling will be used? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Kb&n: I should like to have notice of that 
question 

Mr. Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: With regard to the reply to ppt (b) does tho 
Honourable Member wish to cancel nil tlie'-e licenses which were issued in 1944-45 
for sterling balances and which h.i\o not yet been utilised by the parties'’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: I do not know how that arises out 
of this question 

Posts of Joint ob Deputy ob Additional yECBKTARiEs in the Imperial 
Secretariat 

862. ♦Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddiar: Will the Honourable the Home Mem- 
ber be pleased to state 

(a) the number of Joint or Deputy or Additional Secretaries’ posts created in 
the year 1946-47 m the Imperial Secretariat; 

(b) the names of the officers who have been posted to such new posts, their 
present pay including allowances and their pay just prior to their appointment 
in the present posts, and 

(c) if the Provincial Governments were consulted before such officers were 
taken over from the Provinces? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) and (b) I lav on the t-able 
•of the House a statement giving the ic(|uirod inforirtation 

(c) Ve,s 
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Bboadoasts or Bbkgaij PBbORAioiBS TBOii THB All-Iitdia llADlb, 

S68. HBdandliui Sln^ : Will the Honourable Member' for Informetion 
and Broadcasting be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the All-India Badio, Delhi, broadcasts pro- 
grammes in H'ndi, Urdu, English. Tamil, Gujrati in addition to the broadcasts 
of the daily news; 

(b) whether it is also a fact that no Bengali programme is broadcast from 
the All-India Badio, Delhi; 

(o) whether GoTemment are aware of the existence of a large number of 
Bengalees in Delhi and the Punjab; and 

(d) whether Government propose to start a Bengaili Section in the All-India 
Badio, Delhi? 

TOe Honourable Saidar Vallabtibhai Patel: (a) Yes, but Tamil and Guj'^rati 
broadcasts (other than news) are directed to listeners outside India and arc dis- 
seminated from shortwave transmitters 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The population of Bengalis runs into a few thousands. 

(d) No 

Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal: May I know what are the languages in which 
Delhi station broadcasts for foreign service’ 

The Honourable Sardar 'VaUabh.bhai Patel: 1 shall require notice 
PAndlt Lakthmi Kanta Maitra; Will the Honourable Member kindly tell us 
if there is re.ally any obstacle in giving Bengali broadcasts from the AH-India 
Badio Station at Delhi? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabbbhai Patel: The populatiorr is very small 
Mr. K. 0. Keogy; With reference to the Honourable Member’s answer is 
not he aware that appreciation of Bengali music at least is not conhned to 
Bengalees? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: T do not know. Sir, whether 
Bengalee music is broadcast or not, but it must be 
Mr. K. 0. Neogy; T wanted to be assured 

Mr. Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: M.iv 1 enquire from the Honourable Member 
whether it is a fact that the All India Badio Stations at Calcutta, Bombav and 
Dacca arc broadcasting Bengalee and Gujrah music, and as tin re is no Badio 
Station in the Province of Suid why Riiidhi broadcasts are not provided for in the 
programme of Delhi Station, and whether the Honourable Member would con- 
sider the advisability of allotting some time for broadcast in this language from 
the All-India Badio Station at Delhi? 

The Honourable Sardar 'Vallabhbhai Patel: I do not possess the information 
required 

Mr. President: Music seems to have been confounded with languages 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; Has the Honourable Member consulted the 
authorities employed in the All-Tndia Badio Station at Delhi as to what is the 
volume of demand for Bengalee broadcasts? 

Tlie Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel; The Honourable Member wants 
to know the volume of demand for Bengalee music. The staff has supplied the 

information that the population is very small 

Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal; Apart from the question of population, may I 
know whether a specific question was put to the Delhi Station authorities as to 
what was the amount of demand that was made by the public for having Bangalee 
fcroadoasts? 
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The Honourable Sardar Valla b hb h al Patel: As there is no demand, it cannot 

be measured 

Sreejut Bohlni Kumar Ohaudhuri: Is the Honourable Member aware that a 

large lunnber of non-Bengalee people are fond of Bengalee music? 

Mr. Prertdent: That has been answered, I believe. 

iS'hn D. P. Karmarkar: With reference lo part (a) of the question, may I ask 
whethei (ioveiiiment have finished consideration of the question of allotting some 
time to Cnnarese music? I have raised this question already on the floor of the 
House If the question is not yet considered may T know if the Honourable 
Member will cunsidei the advisability of considering this question about Bangalee 
being gnen more time after the Cnnarese question is settled? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhal Patel: Canarese will get due priority. 

WaH LfaVE to MiMl-rBS OF KaILWAY who VOIDMIIBED FOB MlUTABY 
Service in the Indian EnojNejns. 

M4. *Mr. Prank R. Anthony: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state 

(a) whether war leave, together with full pay, was given to those who 
volimteeu''! ti'an leitain (ioveiiiment Departments for service in the military 
forces , 

(b) wlu’tlu'i' this benefit was denied to members of the Hallway who volun- 
teered fui inilitarv seivice m the Indian Engineers, and 

(o) if so, whether Government propose to give this benefit to them also? 

ICr. O. S. Bhal]a; (a) Yea, Sir Annual war leave on full pay was given to 
Gazetteil Officers of the PAT Department granted emergency commissions 
and to officers of the A T R O who held permanent civil appointments Their 
terms of seiviee jirovided for this 

(b) Yes, Sir 

(c) \o. Sir Ciidcr the rules the leave of permanent Railway employees who 
volunteered for military service is govt'med by the civil rules applicable to them 
before transfer to the Army except that in cases of sickness or disability directly 
attributable to military service leave is governed by military rules Government 
do not pioposG to change these rules. 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: Is it not a fact that all members of the Posts and 
Telegiiiphs Dp])artment who volunteered for military service were given these 
concessions with regard to war leave and pay? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: I have tnplied that the annual war leave on full pay was 
given fo gayetted officers of the P & T. Department granted emergency commis- 
sions and to officers of the A I R 0. who held permanent civil appointments. 

Mr. President: He wants to know, irrespective of gazetted officers 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I am afraid 1 have not got that information with me. 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: If it is a fact that war leave was given to all inemhers 
of the Posts and Telegraphs Department, which is a Government Department, 
who Milmiteered for military service, will . Government consider extending 
exact! \ the same concession to members of the Railway Department, another 
Deparftnent. of the game Government, who volunteered for military service? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: T have replied that Government do not propose to change 
these Tubs The special concession to the j'ersonnel of the Posts and Telegraphs 
Department owed its origin to the fact that they were governed by special rules 
before the war 
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BIABRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Geatuitibs to Pensioners emploted in a Military Capacity 

866. *Mr. Auk B. Anthony: 'Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state: 

(a) whether pensioners who were employed in a military capacity were denied 
the right to gratuities granted to all ether personnel , and 

(b) if so, whether Government propose to consider the advisability of giving 
the same right to pensioners also? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) and (b) The Honouiable Member presniiiably refers 
to Indian military pensioners re-employed dniiiig the last war. If by ‘gratuities’ 
is meant 'war gratuity’, this has been given to re-employed pensioners as well. 
If the Honourable Member has in mmd ‘service gratuity’, the question of grant- 
ing this to re-employed jiensioners does not arise, as these personnel were allowed 
to draw pension in addition to pay, a concession not ordinarily admissible No 
discrimination has, therefore, been made against re-employed pensioners 

Mr. Aank R. Anthony: Is it not a fact that the pensions were calcukted on 
the total emoluments so that no pensioner could draw anything more than another 
person doing a similar ]ob of work? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: J want notice of that question 
Data regarding Persons from Provinces employed in various Department 

866. *Mr. Madandhari Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government are collecting data 
regarding persons from various Provinces employed in the various Departments 
and their subordinate and attached offices? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to state the number of such enqilcNees 
from each Province, community-wise, with the appointment held by each? 

fo) Do Government propose to take any steps to hz a proportionate quota for 
each Province, in all classes of services under them, according to the population 
and the revenue derived? 

The Honourable Sardar 'Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) Infoimation is being collected 
with regard to the number of persons ‘helonging to different Provini'C'- emploved 
in the Secretariat and Attached Offices situated at Headquarters and not m res- 
pect of nil (Jentral Government employees 

(b) This detailed information is not being collected 

(c) No 

eputation to Central Government of Persons Permanently employed 
the Provinces. 

867. *Mr. Madandhari Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Horne Mem- 
ber be pleased to state whether it is a fact that persons in the permanent employ 
of the P "I'l'.cial Go\crnmcnts ha'c been corning to the Central Goveinmeiit on 
deputato.i f om 1919 oiniaids" 

(b) If the reply to part (a) above is in the affirmative, do Government propose 
to recognise the services of such employees bv absorbing them permanently on 
their staff? 

The Ilcnourable Sardar 'VallabhbhM Patel: (a) Yes 

(b) Pei-iotis on deputation from Provincial Governments must return to their 
Province ■ at the end of their period of deputation, unless the Provincial Govern- 
ment concerned agree to extend the period of deputation Permanent appoint- 
ments to Central Services, Class T and Class II and to Ministerial Posts in the 
Secretariat and Attached Offices have to be made through the Federal Public 
Service Commission It is open to the persons on deputation from Provincial 
Governments to apply for permanent appointment in the Central Government 
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With the consent of their ]*rovinciol (lovernment If they do apply, their case» 
w ill be considered along wntli those of other applicanta. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam A 3 ryangar: Mny I know what happens with leferenea 
U) ! C S nun who !vre brought fioin time to time from the Provinces and what ia 
the procedure for their being absorbed or retamed here permanently in case the 
tVntrnl Government wants to retain them for any particular Department? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbbai Fatel: Before making them permanent 
here, the Provincial Government concerned is consulted because they are drawn 
from their cadre. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar; Is the Central Government pursuing the 
polic,\ of automatically si-nding them away after three or four years of deputation 
here 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel: It is the general policy ot tJovern- 

ment except m special cases. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is not the Government considermg the 
dc^ii.ibihty of ict.uiiing such of them and utilizing their experience here as have 
served tor more than three years, masmuch as in provinces the subjects that they 
are lequued to deal with are absolutely different from those at the Centre ‘l* 

The Honourable Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel: The benefit of the Centrid Govern* 
ment experience is to be given to the provinces also. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. So far as the Finance Depuitmeiit at 
lea»t w toncerned, is it not necessary that there should be contimutv mu*.imich as 
the Central finances are absolutely different 

Mr. President: Order, order The Honourable Member is arguing Next 
question 

Communal Peopobtion op Kegiments in Indun Army 

868. *Haji Abdus Sattar Haji lahaq Seth: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state: 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the leading 
.lira I' ,1 the Jhniii rtoci iiii- |.t(h icl.i., K .<M7 ,,iiicr ,lic h Milmg ' De- 
Musiimising the Forces”; 

(bj whether Government propose to place on the table of the House a copy 
of the lii'bt mteiim recommendations submitted by the Armed Forces Nationaliza- 
tion ConuiiiUcc, 

(c) the numbei of Eegiments of the Indian Army which are wholly composed 
of (1) Hindus (2) Gurkhas (3) Sikhs and (4) Muslims; 

(d) the communal proportion fixed for the future for the Indian Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers, and the actual communal ratio in this corps hH 
present , 

(e) the communal propoition fixed for the future for (1) the R.I N., (2) 
E I A F and (3) the Army, the present communal proportion of all ranks in 
these tin Ire Services and the proport on of officers community-wise in these three 
Defence Services, 

(f) the communal composition of the Directorate of Personnel and the various 
Services Selection Boards, 

(gf the number of Indian Brigadiers and the number of Muslims among them; 

(h) the communal proportion of the oflBcers and the staff selected for the Pre- 
cadet Training School for civilians and the Pre-Selection School for Indian 
Emergency Commissioned officers and the National War Academy to be starts 
at Poona , and 

(i) the steps that Government propose to take to ensure thdt the MusUmB 
have them due share in all the ranks and services of the three branches of ths 
Defence Force of India? 
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Hr. O. a. Blulla: (a) Tea, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir. These recommendations are now under consideration by Oovern- 
ment It is not considered desirable to publish them until a final decision is 
reached. 

(c) to (h). I lay five statements on the table of the House. 

(i) Equal opportunity exists for all No community is denied its due share, 
but officer appointments are made on the basis of merit, and merit alone 


StaUmenti 

The number of BegimenU whottg eompoeed of Hindus^ Ourlehai, Stfehs or Muslim* 
(Regiment m this context has been assnm^ to mean all Units of Lt.-Cols. command). 


Hmdus 

Gurkhas 

Sikhs 

Mualiins 

Total 

64 

37 

12 

19 

122 

Clatt compotition ofI.E.M.E. 




Community 

Kxistmg 

composition 

(1-12-1946) 

Proposed Post-war 




Per cent 

Per cent 

Hindus 



61 03 

70 88 

Huslims 



31-12 

18 64 

Sikhs . . . 



5-83 

1-00 

Others 



12-02 

0-68 


- Sogal Indian Navy . — No communal proportion is fixed for the BIN Recmitmeint to 
that l^rrice is made on an all-India and non-communal basis 

As regards the existing con^sition of this Service, attention is invited to the statement 
laid on the table on the atth February 1W7 in answer to starred question No. 530 


Indian Army . — No communal proportion is fixed The officers of the Indian Army, as in 
the case of the other two services is on a non-communal basis The present composition of 
the Indian Army is shown below : — 


Community 

Offlcerh 

Other-i 


Per cent 

Per cent 

Hindus incl, Qurklies 

47-84 

66‘*’71 

Unslims ........ 

23-66 

31-76 

Sikhs 

16 26 

7-66 

Others . , ... 

12 26 

4-88 


Boydl Indian Air Force.— Vo commnnal composition is fixed for the B.I A.F. in respect 
of eithar offloera or other ranks. The demand for pilots and technical personnel for the 
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R.I.A F. has always exceeded the supply. The present communal proportion in the service 
IS given below : — 


Community 

Officers and 

Officers only 


Per cent 

Per cent 

Hindus . . ..... 

67 

46 

Muslims . . . ... 

18-8 

18 

Sikhs ........ 

6-i 

11 

Others . . ... 

19-6 

25 



Direatorste 

(officers) 

1 

Selection 

Boards 

(officers) 

Pre- selection 
officers 

truinmg school 

Hindus . . . 

u : 

27 

2 

Muslims 

0 

11 

1 

Siklis 

1 

1 

2 

Otliers 

1 

6 


Totnl 

17 

45 

6 


isliinerit lias yet been sanctioned for the Pre-cadet Training scheme 
1 National War Academy, no establislunent has been sanctioned foi tin 
at have not yet passed orders on the report of the National War 


Tlieie at present ten Indian Brigadiers of whom one is a Muslim 

Sliri Sri Frakasa: With reference to part (c) of the question, will the Honour- 
able Memlier ])lense state what is the religion of the Gurkhas mentioned niuler 
Item ‘2, and if they are Hindus, whether the statement that the Honourable 
Member gave under the heading Hindus included them also, or not‘^ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: 1 would ask for notice of that question I am not sure 
whether the figuie against Hindus includes Gurkhas. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: Could the Honourable Member not tell i iithout £ 
further notice ns to what is the religion of the Gurkhas? 

Mr. Fresident: The Honourable Member says that he lotice. 

Communal Proportion of Sbrviobs in thb Post War Dbfbnob Forob of India 

869, *Ha]i Abdus Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth : Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be jileased to state w'hether any communal proportion has been fixed 
for the various Services in the post War Defence Force of India and, if so, what 
are the details? 

Hr. O. S. Bhalja: No, Sir. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Jurisdiction of the Superintendent of Education, Dedhi. 

i-870. *Lala Deshbandhu Oupto: WUl the Honourable Member tor Education 
be pleased to state- 

(a) the total number of recognised schools which fall under the jurisdiction 
of the Superintendent ol Education, Delhi; 

(b) the number of other Officers employed by Government under him; 

(c) the salaries drawn by each of these officers; 

(d) whether it is a fact that the Superintendent of Ednoution. Delhi Province, 
has also been given the task of inspection of schools in Ajmer-Merwara and 
Central India; if so, the time spent by him in visiting these areas during the 
year lyih, tie ntmibfi ol htbools visited by him, .iiid the esifiiditiire incurred oi, 
that iiccdiiiit b\ (lovcinnient bv wav of travelling and other allowHiice-, and 

(e) whether there is a separate Deputy Superintendent of Education and 
other Inspecting Officers for Ainier-Merwarai and for Central India, if so, whether 
Government propose to consider the desirability of the Superintendent of Educa- 
tion of Delhi Province devoting his whole attention to Delhi Province and the 
inspecting officers of Ajmer-Merwara and of Ontral India doing the inspection 
work in their respective territories directly uiidei the supervision of their own 
Government? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Asad: The Honourable Member 
apparently refers to the Superintendent of Education, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and 
Central India The information asked for in respect of all the three areas, is as 
follows- 

(a) Delhi Province— 347, Ajmer-Merwara — 391, Central India — 28 

(b) and (c) Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Central India — Deputy Superintend- 
ent of Education — Pay Tls 6(K) in the scale of 600 — 85 — 950 — 50—1,000 

Delhi — I Assistant Superintendent of Education Pay Es 550 in the scale 
of 800—25—700 

2. Assistant Sujierintendent of Female Education — Pay Rs 300 in the scale 
of 200—20—400—25—500 

3. District Inspector of Schools — Pay Rs 400 in the scale of 250—25 — 700. 

In addition there are six non-gazetted inspecting and supervisory officers 

Ajmer-Merwura — 1 District Inspector of Schools — Pay Rs 650 in the scale 

of 200-20—500—525—25—600—625—650 

2 Inspectress of Girls Schools — Pay Rs. 350 in the scale of 200 — 20 —400. 

In addition there are throe non-gazetted Inspecting Officers 

Central India — Nil 

There is one non-gazetted Assistant Inspector , 

(d) The Superintendent of Education, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara .and reiitrnl India, 
ih responsible for Education in all the three areas, and he should spend approxi- 
mately six, four and two months m a year m Delhi, Ajmer-Mei-waia and Central 
India respectively Actually the Superintendent of Education did not inspect or 
visit any school in Ajmer m 1945-46. Pending the appointment of a permanent 
Superintendent of Education, Dcdhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Central India, through 
the agency of the Federal Public Service Commission, the Government of India 
made interim arrangements for the inspection of schools in the areas concerned, 
by local officers The Assistant Superintendent of Education, Delhi who was 
carrying on the duties of Superintendent of Education, Delhi and Central India 
and then officiating as Superintendent, of Education, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and 
Central India during 1945-46, spent 36 days in Central India and visited 28 
schools. The expenditure incurred in connection with travelling allowance 
amounted to Bs. 2,022-8-0. 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(e) There is no sepnrnte post of Deputy Superintendent of Education, Ajmer- 
Merwtini and Central India The Honourable Member apparently refers to the 
post of Deputy Superintendent of Education, Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and Central 
India. There are separate Inspecting Officers m Delhi, Ajmer-Merwara and 
Central India The (loioininent have already gncii the mutter then- most careful 
consideration and the present arrangements have heeii found economical as well 
as satisfactory With the ))iogi-ess of educational d<’vclopiiient as administrative 
responsibilities grow, the situation will no lonbt be leviewed. 

Defalcation of Fine.s in the Coubt of Resident Magistkatb, New Delhi. 

t871. *Lala Deshbandhu Oupta: Will tbe Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that in October, 1946, defalcation of finea 
amounting to about 1!s I.") OOO was detected iii the Court of the Resident Magis- 
trate, New Delhi , 

(b) whether it is a fact that Government auditors were appointed to find ouli 
the exact amount defalcated and to report as to how the defalcation happ.ened; 
if so. what the findings of the auditors were and which officials were at fault; 

(c) the action t.iken agimwt the officials coiwctiud and the steps taken for the 
recovery of Government money from them , 

(d) whether Government are aware that the clerk concerned is still abscondinjf 
and that the Magistrate concerned who was suspended by Government was 
called back by the Punjab Government and the orders of his suspension were 
cancelled in spite of the protest of the Delhi Administrative Authorities; and 

(e) if so, whether Government propose to take any further action in tha 
matter'’ 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) Yes 

(b) The answer to thi* first part of the question is m the nffirrnntive The 
findings of the Anditois are still .awaited The question of allocating responsibility 
will arise after the proceedings both criminal and depart.mental have been com- 
pleted 

(c) A eiiminal case has been started against the clerk and depaitmtntal pro- 
ceedings have V)cen taken against the Resident Magistrate The question of 
reeoveiv wall arise after the result of these proceedings is known and responsibility 
for the defalcation can be determined 

(d) The clerk concernvd is absconding The Resident Magistrate was sus- 
pended and charges were framed against him but further proceedings could not 
be taken owing to his illness At the mstnnee of the Punjab Government the 
Chiel Gornmissionct cancelled the order of suspension. 

(e) In view of the answer to clause fd), this question does not arise 

Radio Set at (Ionnauoht Place Park. 

|872. ’’’Lala Deshbandhu Gupta; Will the Honourable Member for Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting be pleased to state why the Radio set at Connaught Place 
Park which was managed under the orders of the War Publicity Bureau, Rajpur 
Roail Delhi Citv. has ceased to work for the last few months? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: 1’he radio set m question was 
doir, ill'll l.\ ,1 private firm, .-nd was being looked in turn by the War Publicity 
Bull an Hill tie I'leld Pnbbcitv OrgiinisHtion It is understixjd that it went out 


to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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RTAKRED QIJESTIOXS VXD AXSWEBS 

Bbtubn of Confisoatbd Pbopbbty of Pnt Faoabo of Sind. 

1873. *Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
•ueiit be plense<l tf) state whether the press report that the Goverrm'ent of Tndia 
kave decided to return the confiecated property of the late Pir Pagaro of Sind is 
•orrect; if so. the estimated value of the property to be so returned and the oon- 
•iderations which weighed with Government to come to this decision? 

Mr. G. 8. Bhalja: The Govemmert of India have decided to hand over to- 
♦he Government ot Sind a sum of Eupees five lakhs out of the money realised 
from the sale of the confiscated movable propertv of the late Pir Pogaro and the 
Immovable property belonging to him wdiich was forfeited to the Government of 
India 

The Government of Sind will then assume responsibility foi the education and 
maintenance of the Pir’s two sons and other dependants. 

It will be seen th.it the pre.ss leport was not accurate .lud it Iuk not been 
decided to hand over the property to tlndhoirs 

Afplioation of Bombay Children Act to Delhi Province. 

•j■874. *Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable Member foi Educa- 
tion be pleased to state 

(a) the date from which the Bombay Children Act was applied to the Pro- 
vince of Delhi , and whether the entire Act was enforced or any portions were left 
out, 

(b) whether a separate Juvenile Court and a probation service as required 
under the provisions of the said Act has been established at Delhi, and if so from 
what date ; 

(c) the total number of cases of children tried under the various provisions of 
'the Act during the years 1941, 1942, 1943, 1944, 1946 and 1946, 

(d) whether there is any provision under the Act or the Buies made by the 
Chief Commissioner making it obligatory for the Juvenile Court to call for a 
social iiivestigatiion report in each case, and if so, m how mam cases out of the 
total number of cases tried, such reports were received and considered before 
passing judgment, 

(e) the percentage of cases of children released on probation as provided in 
the Act, 

(f) the institutions that are recognised as fit and Certified Schools under the 
Act m Delhi, 

(g) whether Government have any scheme to start a Certified School as pro- 
vided in the Act, and if so, whether it was sponsored by the Planning Depart- 
ment of the Chief Commissioner, or by some private individual or Association; 
and 

(h) the annual grant-in-aid given by the Goyernment of India to the Delhi 
Children’s Aid Society and whether Government propose to increase grant or ?o 
take over the vork of the Society? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Nec('ssar\ infoim.ihon has been 
called for from the Local Administration It will bo laid on tbo table of the 
House when received. 

Absorption into Army of Men of the 1st Indian National Army 

876. *Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Secretary of the Defence Department 
please state. 

(a) whether Government are aware that after the break up of the 1st Indian 
National Army, General Mohan Singh, Col N S. Gill and their companions were 
kept prisoners by the Japanese till the end of War when the Allies rescued them; 

+ Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 



.1754 LEGISLAllVB ASSEMBLY [12TH MaR, 1947 

(b) whether Government are aware that they did not join the 2nd Indian 

National Army and sufiered great privations in which a number of them lost their 
Jives as a result of their refusal to do so ; ^ 

(c) the reasons for treating the men of the 1st Indian National Army on a 
par with those who t(X)k active pait in the 2iid ludiaii National Aimy move- 
ment; 

(d) whether it is a fact that Col. N. S. Gill of the 1st Indian National Army 
'nincle m statement to the South Fast Asia Command -il Singapore mum-rliateli 
after his release from the Japanese imprisonment explaining his conduct in 
'respect of the part he played in the Ist Indian National Army movement; 

(e) if the answer to part (d) above be in tbe affirmative, whether Government 
.propose to lay a copy of that statement on the table of the House; and 

(f) whether Government propose to reconsider the case of the Ist Indian 
National Army men with a view to re-absorbmg them in the Army or according 
-them better treatment’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja; (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) Yes, Sir, this is true of many of them 

(c) Because, Sir, neither of them were regarded as reliable soldiers 

(d) Y'es, Sir, and he made a contr.idictory ‘•tatement to the Jap.inese when 
'Imprisoned by them. 

(e) No, Sir 

(f) No, Sir 

Collection anp Pcirlication or Folk Sonus or diffebent Parts of Country 

876. •Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member for Educa- 
■tion be pleased to state: 

(a) what steps, if any, are being taken by Government for collecting folk songs 
of different parts of the country and for popularising them; and 

(b) wlietlier Gov eniineiit li.ive coiKidered the (piestion of piovitlmg ‘-cliol.ir- 
ships oi stipends in order to f.neilitiite siif'i eoll ‘cf'oii ,md piihliiMtioii ’ 

i- (^f) ; 013? US>y-» 

^ ^ vAOJjji - ^ 

^ v _ r ^ ('*^1 ^ 


^r- A-UU. (^) 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: (a) So far no steps iiave been 
taken by Govemment diiect in the matter. The Teachers Training Institute 
eet up at Visva-Bbauiti Santiniketan, by the Central Government, have pro- 
posed a scheme to collect folk songs of the different parts of the country with 
a view to utilising them in educational institutions 

(b) The Government will give the issue their careful consideration. 

9^ L>*^ ^ ^ IaI : vXm.>« 

Ml. Sasanka Sekihar Sanyal: Will the Govemment say whether any grant 
will be given for the work started in Visva-Bharati ’ 
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STARKBO QtTBSTIOWS AWD AMBWBRS 

■Jili f^y lW 

The Hoaourable Maulana Abul K*l»m Aud: It is being considered by the- 
Government. 

Mr, Menu Subedar: In view of the work already done by the AU-lndia 
Eadio which broadcasts folk songs of different provinces, will Government see 
that duplicate moneys ai-e not spent for the same purpose by two different 
departments of the Gcvernment? 

r***i uy Jwyf 

The Konournble M »nUTit Abul Kalam Aaad: Government will consider it. 

Prof. K. O. Sanga: Is the Honourable Member aware that a certain^ 
gentleman has been collecting these folk songs and writing a number of articles- 
as well as books on the subject’ 

yt^ LtI ^ : i>t}i fiUlfyjl uy jAHyf 

- ^ ^ 

The Honourable itraiiUna Abul Kalam Axad: Government has no knowledge- 
of such a thing. If there is. Government w'lll consider it 

^aau« U yjjJ ^ ^ viNkJ)^ ‘ ‘ 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Do the Government know which Depart-- 
ment is doing the work? 

- uyUeisw UJly* 

The Honourable Hsulana Abul Kalam Asad: Government will investigate. 

Collection of Ma.stebpiecbs of Indian Paintings 

877. *Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member for Educa- 
tion be pleased to state: 

(a) what steps are being taken by Government for collecting masterplecea 
Indian painting; 

(b) what steps are being taken by Government for acquainting students in 
Indian schools with high class Indian paintings; 

(c) whether for the above purposes, Government are collecting information 
from countncs abroad as to the methods adopted and applied by them, and 

(d) to what extent and how Government are taking the assistance of Indian- 
artists and art critics in this matter? 

yj I-X^l 2 iS^yyS (<S.I) : 0I3T |»gx)fy{f Lilfy* jArfyi 

-^y^ ^ ^ ^ si!' kJ lTH 

^ -if}*) isi)t iS-l-JjDo i-XjI i jjSUjIjS ^5^ 

-jXi^ ^y ijJ ^ L ^ wi • 

K^/S^ yi lJXM £ y\fj ) Jj&s; £)yi ^ 

iJyi 4s,3>ft- Ir^ ^ bfcf ■ 
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i, L_t! i.U5 i Jla. ,jl ^ ^ J-C; 55^ -a- ''‘>W} yj* ^ 

^ J ^)»' tf i.U3 i: Jf J .^1 fj ^u. i IV‘> 

L)^ 0*t"’ >#5' t/ ^ 

I ^ tA-te ^ ^ i 

cJiaPjftij- i 1 »> W))£J) i cjjJJ ^ (k^) 

£ lSL* *JU Sj«J (iJaj)U 5 ^ L«if L^jf jj i.jJ (iU-jjl^i 

y^ O^ti^ »yj* iJ>^ o*^ ))J o)>ir 

-J4^W 

>*>'■■} j'i ‘-QI ^ ^ ^ (i^) 

,j| iSjjUi-, ^,U> ^ u)»‘^5»*^ -i->< ^>J A ^:yyi *> 

J.U. ij)>i i->*^ r*^ >5^ 1_S1*>5 (.LjX 

-.^'f ur*e^ ^ 

^(^ t_iSd>J k5>)i )}l ,_y*/* Jill ^)fi^ (^jS) 

*»^l<w> iji^e)'-^ i. Jj^ 1.2^*-^*^ *5 4^^ cA^) 

u’^ -L^*^ l**^ cs5^ 4_JJ4i ))l frfjj*-* ))l 

Jfcjlju, i --jl 'ijyf ^ ’’ I JJ L-^J 

.JX« Sj i^b ^1.)^. V (*rfb' •~j>‘i ^_j-<5is^f ^^3Jl uSef iS ^ ^ 

))^ ,_H^Jb* -ar 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: (a) The Government Imve 
-epproved, in principle, a five year scheme for the establishment of u Ceiitial 
■National Museum of Art, Archaeology, and Anthropology The i imposed 
Museum will coniprise among others a Department of Art, which will be 
tintrusted with the representation of Indian pictorial and sculptural art (includ- 
ing illuinmated manuscripts) from the earliest periods until recent times, 
Including examples of the higher craftsmanship of artistic value, but excliirling 
modem Indian Art or the art of countries remote from India or unrelated to 
the traditional Indian culture The scheme also provides for the establishment 
of a purchase' fund for nomial acquisition of collections for various Depart- 
ments of the Museum, and for exceptional collections. 

(b) It IS also proposed to establish a Circulating Department on the model 
of the Circulating Department of the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, for 
sending out classified loan collections to towns and educational institutions 
fiiroughout India. 

(c) It is also proposed to send one or two Officers of the Museum, when 
they are recruited for training and necessary practical experience abroad on a 
carefully jilanned foreign tour, which would include a detailed examination of 
the construction, administration, methods of display etc of certain of the best 
museums of Great Britain an^ America. 
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(d) Indian Artists and Art Critiqs wdl be adequately represented on the 
proposed Governing Body of the Museum m order to guide the “Committee 
of Management’’ on matters of general policy and as a link between the 
Museum and ottioial and finbho interest. 

As for the development inter alia of the modern India Art the Central Ad- 
visory Board of Education have recommended the setting up of an “Indian 
Academy of Arts and Architecture" m order to foster and co-ordinate the 
development of the cultural activities of the country, as a whole The pro- 
posal IS under consideration It will be for the proposed Academy, when set 
up, to devise the best wavs and means to fulfil the objects for which it is 
to be fonried 

Shii Sri Frakasa: May 1 ask the Government if the Peacock Throne and 
Koh-i-Noor diamond will also be brought back for this Museum? 

A|! aJ (J+iy’j :ufjf UHy* 

- lJ yH 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: If the Honoureblc Memlier 
■can tell us wtiere to find these things efforts will be made to recover them 

iSjk fj£ 

■O*^ »-V >5^ 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Does uot the Honourable Member know that Peacock 
Thome is in Tran and Koh-i-Noor diamond is in London'^ 
iS ^ \yS> L_0 Ji £ '-S-'SW 

iJ ^ L>*^* 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: So far as inquiries go 
Peacock Thome is not m Tran Efforts will be made for the other thing 

- Vi 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; Will liuliau i .\liibit^ be sent to the proposed 
Art Exhibition or not’ 

i! : oljl 

-WU U5 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Airangements will be made 
when the Exhibition is held 

Mr. Sekhar Saoyal: Will models be kept of the exhibits which will 

he sent’ 
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The Bononnble XauUna Abtil Xelem Axed; Arranj^ements have been made 
for it. 

Kr. XaBU Sobedar: Have Government considered the question of giving 
some relief to England in the matter of the sterling balances' by taking over 
all the antiquities and pieces of art, manuscripts and books which have a 
close association with India, for the obvious reason that India js their home 
and in any case, is it not fair to bring them over here? 

-A ^ jl-iW tj-I • 

The Hcmourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aiad: It is under the consideration 
of the Department. 

•A ^ ^ ^ i cs^^r* 

Shn Sri Prakaaa: Considering the fact that one of Mrs. Swaminadhan ’s 
friends i-ecently saw the Peacock Throne in Iran, will the Honourable Mem- 
ber trv to find it out? 

j : o f3i uy 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aaad: Efforts will be made. 

iNTBODtrCTION OP INDIAN DaNCINO IN SCHOOLS. 

878. *Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member for Educa- 
tion be pleased to state; 

(a) the steps that are being taken bv Government for encouraging and pro- 
moting oriental dancing and for introducing a course of Indian dancing in 
schools ; and 

(b) whether in this matter Government are seeking or taking the advice and 
assistance of artists and art critics? 

^ ^ir! (y^) ))f (^f) • 1 kjv f 

Ufyi - Ljjyy* iS ^ ^ 2 

cyLf ^ Lb, U}. 1*^ ^ 

A ^ ys 

fi crl y L/4*hJ Ji (^i ys y 

The Honourable Maulana Abul. Kalam Azad: (a) and (b). The Central 
Advisory Board of Education have recommended the setting up of an “Indian 
Academy of Music, Drama and Dancing.’’ The proposal is under examination. 

The issues raised are of great cultural interest and will receive most careful 
consideration as the scheme of educatiraial development is implemented. 

i L_a«.l5 ,!f,„ 4^ ; J4 ju . 

- yey^ Jj. 
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^ ltI ^ ^ yi lA ; ■>[31 Uy 

- ^^i’ 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Tt depends upon the time 
when the question comes before us. 

L>*^ u5-^‘W J)* 

J-wpI leJ tUa. ^^Sjl jMel J ^ ^ 

H J<Ua- £ ^ J Jl^ If dib (J-I L^U 

— ^jb sJ /lLa. j-jJo jjtoj )j yt> iji^i 

Shri Sri Piakaaa: In view of the fact that m Jliausi during a dance many 
British soldiers assaulted Anglo-Indian girls will the Honourable member bear 
in mind that at the time of the proposed dancing demonstration no such 
assault will occur, 

^ lXU iS ^ o*/«f : 0)3 1 

ii ^ iLA. iS j* 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Asad; I hope by that time the 
country will be m a state that will do away with the possibility of assaults 

5^’ js. ^ ^ «s 

Jjyi ^ )*^1" ^ I)* 4X*U^ 

“J.W (Jt® L>*^ vi^L. <lUIa^ ^ 

Seth Oovina Das: Is the Government aware in what connection and in 
what part of the world dancnig was first introduced m the worlds* Will the 
Government try to call here all the expert classical dancers from all over the 
world ? 

ij-fri 9^ A H )A |»axJ|)jf UDy« Jwyl 

X 5*^ U*>l 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Axad: Naturally Government will 
call all the experts of this art. 

)S <1:! ^ : 0^1 ^f5 

— ^jla. *! l-hs-U ^ ^ idji ^ jjf yt» iS 

Dr. Zla ITddln Ahmad; May T request the Honourable Member not to make 
dancing compulsory for members of all communities. 

Jlr* If (H-i ;ot3f Oily* 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Axad: I do not understand that this 
sort of question arises here. 
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OmCEBS AT HBADQtrABTBBS OF THE AbCHASOLOQIOAL DEFABTMBNT 

879. *Hr. Muhammad Rahmat-TTUah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 

Education plea';e state when the term of service of the officers who are at pesent 
holding the following appointments at the headquarters of the Archaeological 
Department will expire (1) Director (leneral, (2) Joint Director General, (3) 
Deputy Dupctoi (Toneral** 

(b) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of appointing a 
Muslim to any of these posts? 

J)Ja. j,XS'>S|5 (^() : ■>1)? Lilly* 

M jjl rr ^ 

1 ))A* ^ (i^) 

^ bla. Lftf ^ bla. KOl^j ^ yj. jjl ^ 

.i) )))-i ,ei»* 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aiad: (a) The' terms of service of 
the piesent Director General of Archteology, Joint Director General of 
Arohfeology and Deputy Director General of Archteplogy will expire on the 
23rd April, 30th June and 19th October, 1948 respectively. 

(b) Appointment to the said posts is made by selection and the most suit- 
able officers are appointed The claims of Muslim candidates will certainly 
be considered on merits at the appropnate time. 

Proposed Appointmkn' r ok riinEi.roii (Je.n'eral of Archaioi.ooy as Director of 
Museum.s 

880 *Mr. Muhammad Bahmat-XJllah: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Education please state the qualifications prescribed for the posts of Director 
General of Aichaeolog.v and Joint Director General of Archaeology? 

(h) Do Government propose to appoint the present Director General of 
Archaeology to the Post of Director of Museums when he finishes his term of 
appointment as Director General of Archaeology in India, if so, what are the 
reasons therefor? 

^ £ )f '-»5’ (,-.1) : of)! Ully* 

- a ’"’■yo 

-sjyyj l«a.l If ^ (!<) 

£-'^^ £ ^ ^ «-i*; tj;^ £ ,F jj,j3U (r) 

- (f ^ ts-JaUii. jjf JJk; 

- ^ 0 ) 

A jj*j If eft- £ Wi*! ‘-if (f) 
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“^ 1 ^ )}/ 1'^ *} ^ 

^ >3^ cX«3(f; ,_^f)t; i! >f (r) 

-j*Lj ^ ,Al9 

^ i-irf! i J)^ -i.j-j'S )}f (r) 

- ^1^-4 a!^ ^^5^ 

- ^UiiX;! ^ *%.ji> ^1 (o) 

- L)>® i_>*V ‘‘-aa. |)».,jt> (i’ Jfj,» i-j^ (u5^) 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aaad: (a) The qualifications requir- 
ed for the Diiector General of Archieology are 

(i) Idigli iicadernif qu.ilification and jirartical iraiiiiiig m Archaeology with 
ostiihlislied u'|)ut.itioii m Ai(*hu‘ologi( al lleseaich 

(ii) Sound t ^|u'iiciici' of udimnietralion iii a well-establiahed Arohieologioal 
Orgaiiisation 

(ill) hixjiert knowledge of modern archaeological techniques with special 
reference to eorisen'ution and excavation 

Tlie ciualificatidiis required for the Joint Director General of Archaeology 
are 

(i) Tnlimnte knowledge of the administration of the Department 

(ii) Firsl liand knowleilge and experience ot the working of the Depart- 
iiients of the Government of India with which Archteological Survey is 
concerned 

(lii) High Acadeiiui training in a hianch ot Andiieolng^ plus a general 
knowledge of the principles involved ni the working of the various branches of 
Aichteology 

(iv) (’npacit\ for good liaison work with Universities and other cultural 
jnstitiitions 

(^) Good adiiiinibtrative ability 

(b) No, Sir The second part of the question does not arise. 

lJJ ^ jUa. (j»l JjjfS 

^ tsj| ^ V (_rf ^ L>** ^'*5^ o«^>’^‘^3 

- JLicL 

Seth Govmd Das: Will the Government bear m mind that so far as the 
<|Uiilificabions arc concerned the Santmiketnii, -Guriikul and other institutions 
wheie the students acquire higher knowledge, will be treated like the univer- 
sities established and recognised by the Government? 

^ l/ : »>l3t UD y« , ^yjf 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: The present eduoationaJ 
policy of the Government is on the same lines 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know from the Honourable 
Member if this Science of archffiology is being taught in any University so as 
to fit persons in this Department? 
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S ^ ^ JJ 1 |»lUJ|)jl uy Jsi/ 

lS^) (-#^1*^ ^ ** ^ ^ 

- ^ W'-*>» i. V'<^■ 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aiad: I have recently directed 
attention to the fact that it requires a special qualification and what the 
Honourable Member has said will naturally be borne m mind 

Slirl D. P. Earmarkar; Is the Honourable Member aware that there are 
many ofiicers in the Archeeological Department competent enough to occupy 
the post of Director-General of Archaeology and if so, will he consider the 
desirability of appointing an Indian in the next vacancy? 

- WLj. Lii jla.j fj ^yL yjyi : ofjt U}ly> J4tfy f 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Axad: When the time comes these 
thuigs will be taken into consideration 

- ^ ^ UJ'V' J>^ ^ lJ>^ lJK 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Are such high posts as that of Director General consi- 
dered necessary? 

- ^ ^ i_r^ t-iAil : ol3t fitcify>f Uliy* 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad; Up to this time it is under- 
stood that there is need tor this post 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know how long the present 
Director-General of Archreology is going to continue and whether he is a 
superannuated man ? 

Mr, President: The dates are ahcadv given m the reply Next question 
Strength of the Indian Army Community -wise. 

881. *Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Secretary of the Defence De- 
partment please state 

(a) the total strength of the Indian Army community-wise (i) at the outbrealc 
of the war (1939), (ii) at the termination of the war (1946), and (in) as on 22nd 
Febnuirv 1947, and 

(1)) the tiumher of (’oinmi^.siom'd and Noti-Cominissioned Oita cm in (he Vimy 
eomniu'nitv-wise (i) at the ouihreak of the w.ir (10.S9), (ii) at the teirnmation of 
the wat (1916), and (iii) as on 22tid February 1947? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) and (b) I lay a statement on the table of the 
House 


Statement 

(») Ths atrength of the Indian Army (VCOs and lOBa ) by community at the dates 
mentioned was : 


Community 

1-9.39 

1-9-46 1 

1-1-47 

Hindus . .... 

63,000 

793,600 

360,900 

Muslims ... 

53,000 1 

465,000 

206,800 

Sikhs 

24,000 

98,600 

49,600 

Others 

1,000 

77,000 

31,700 

Total 

141,000 j 

1,434,000 

648,000 
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(b) The strength of Indian Offlcera (including IMS) for the above-mentioned datea 


Coinraumty 

1-9-39 

1-10-4B(*) 

1-1-47 

Hindus ... 

316 

6,653 

5,625 

llushms ... 

147 

3,410 

2,731 

Sikhs 

96 

2,218 

1,878 

Others .... 

67 

,580 

1,415 

Totil 

626 

13,861 

11,549 


(*) Figures for 1st September 1945 not readily available 


It 18 regretted that separate figures in respect of NCOs are not maintained but eince in 
units with fixed class composition NCOs of a particular class are replaced by members of 
the same class it is considered that the proportion of NCOs will be roughly as the number 
of lORs of each community shown above 

Communal Proportion of Commissioned and Non-Commissioned Officers 

882. *Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department please state . 

(a) the number of Coininisbioned and Non-Cominibsioned Officers recruited 
since the 2nd September, 1946; and 

(b) how many of these Commissioned and Non-Commissioned Officers are 
(1) Hindus, (2) Muslims, (3) Sikhs, (4) Selx'duled Castes, (5) Christians, (6) 
Parsis, and (7) Others? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja; (.a) and (b) The information is not readily available. 
It \m11 he collected and placed on the table of the House m due course 

Gazetted Officers in the Defence Department 

883. *Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department please state’ 

(a) the total number of Gazetted Officers employed in his Department since 
the ‘2nd September, 1946, and how many of them are (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims (3) 
Sikhs, and (4) Others, and 

(b) the number of promotions made among Gazetted Officers since the 2nd 
September, 1946, stating separately how many of them are Hindus, Muslims, 
Sikhs and others? 

Mr. O. S. Bhal]a: (a) and (b) The information is not readily available. 
It will be collected and placed on the table of the House in due course 

Percentage of Demobilised Soldiers Community-wise 

884. ‘Syed Ohulam Bhlk Nairang; Will the Secretary of the Defence De- 
partment please state • 

(ft) the total number of soldiers, community- wise, demobilised since the 2nd 
September, 1946; 

(b) the percentage of demobilised men in the following communities 
(1) Hindus, (2) Muslims, (8) Sikhs, and (4) Others: 
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(o) the number, cominunity-wiae, of King’s Commissioned Of&cers demobilis- 
ed since the 2nd September, 1946 and the percentage of Hindus, Sikhs, Muslims 
and others amongst them, 

(d) the number of Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers demobilised, community- 
wise, since the above date, and the percentage of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and 
others amongst them, and 

(e) the number, commuuity-wise of Non-Commissioned Officers demobilised 
since the above date and the percentage of Hindus, Muslims, Sikhs and others 
among them ? 

Mr, O. S. Bhalja: (a) to (e) The information is not readily available 
It will be rolleeted and placed on the table of tlic House m due eoiirse 

Communal Proportion ok Emergency Okkicers 

885. *Syed Ohulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Reiietaiy of the Defence Depart- 
ment please state 

(a) the nuiiibd <>1 Kniergency Olliceis (ii (’oinriusMoiied, and (ii) Non-Com- 
missioiied, who have been made peiinaneiit and how many of tlieiii are 
(1) Hindus, (2) Muslims, (3) Sikhs, and 

(b) the number of persons holding temporary ranks who have been made 
pernmnent in the following categories’ (1) Soldiers, (2) Kings Commissioned 
Officers, (3) Vicoioy’s Commissioned Officers, and (4) Non-t’omiinssioned Officers, 
since 2nd September, 1946, and how many in each category are Hindus, Muslims 
Sikhs and otheig? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: (a) and (b) The information is not ioa.dil> availiihle 
It will he collected and placed on the table of the House in duo course 

Mr. M, A. F. Hirtzel: May I ask tlie. Honourable Member what steps he 
IS taking to icmedv the obviously senons defects in Ins Depaitnieiii" 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: T think, Sir, the Honourable Member is casting a rc'tic-c- 

tion wbicli is eiitireh nnpistified In this ease the Hononnibie Member who 

has jiiit the question has asked for statements conimumty-wisc of Hindus, 
Muslims, Sikhs and other communities not only w’lt.li reference to the total 
figuies, but as on llie 'Ind of Septeinbei 1946 Now, Sir, 1 rnav e\’])lam tli.st 
the (lOMMiiinent do not nmiitani fignies ftom d.ili’ to date Fitriires of denio- 
bilisntion, of diseliarce and of lerruifnicnt are nianitained ftom visit to \car, 

ami inoutli to month, but not with refeveiiee to the ilate to wliK’h mv rfononr- 

alile fiieiid has directed his cpiestion T therefoie stronglv lesent the stiito- 
meiit made by mv Honourable friend from the opposite side 

Mr, Leslie Gwilt: Mv Honourable friend resented the last question 1 think 
‘■Powei ” meehaineiil ni.ielimes aie used for keeping cheek of the oommumty 
mcndieis in the Army, of demobilisation, recruitment eh’. Max I Know 
whether there are or not eards used vvith these rnaeliines foi each mdiriiUial 
in the Army'^ 

Mr. President: That will he, to mv mind, a m.stter of aigumeiil Ohxioiis- 
1\ the information has to be collected 

Demand of Income-tax from Indian Nationals in Saioon 

886. ♦Sri V. 0. Vellinglri Qoander: Will the Honourable the Finance 
Membei he pleased to state 

(a) whether anv rcqiresent.itions have been made by the Iiidiim Nationals 
m Saigon riido-rbiiia to the effect thal during the W’ar from 1911 to 1946 ard 
the Japanese occupation of French Iiido-Chma, most of the, imliaiis lost their 
jiiopeities imd hnsmes- on .Kc-omit ot the de'-triK tion due to bomhmg and dexalu- 
ation of currency; 
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(I)) w iu4iliL‘r (jDvermnerit uiv awme th.it the ]n< nme-'rjix i )L'p,iilii.e I ti India 
are demanding Income-Tax and Supei-Tax for, the above periods, though the 
Indians of French Indo-China have not received any money during the period; 
and 

(c) if so, whether Government propose to instruct the Gomimssioners of 
Income-Tax in the respective Provinces, to defer further action on assessment 
for the said period, till Government investigate into the matter? 

The Honourable Mr. Z<iaquat AM Khan: (a) No such representation has 
been made to Government though 1 understand that Indian residents of 
French Indo-China told the Honourable Mr. M S Aney informally at Saigon, 
during his tour of South East Asia in January 1946, that damage to Indian 
property had occurred through looting by Annamites and Allied bombing 
(h) and (o) In the assessments completed so far, the normal procedure 
of the Income-tax Act has been followed. In view of the time-limit laid 
down in the- Act for the completion of assessments, no suspension of proceed- 
ings such as that suggested is feasible But the Government of India have 
taken steps to secure that no demand for tax will be enforced till the correct 
position 18 ascertained 

Sri V. 0. Vallingiri Oounder: May I know whether such mstruotions have 
been sent to tlie Provincial Governments? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Kban: I don’t know how the Provincial 
Governments come into the picture This is about Income-tax 

Sri V. 0. Velllngbi Gounder: I was refenang to the Income-tax Commie- 
sionei’s of the Provinces 

The Honourable Hr, Llaquat All Khan: I have said. Sir, in my reply that 
the Government of India have taken stops to secure that no demand for tax 
will he enforced till the correct position is ascertained 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari : Have any specilio instructions been sent to the 
Income-tax Officers in Madras Province m this respect? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat Ah Khan: I will make enquiries If my 
Honourable friend sees me later on I can tell him 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: W'hen Purina was raided by the 
Japanese for a whole year or two years was the collei tion of Income-tax -.ns- 
pended by the Provincial Government 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat Ali Khan: Yes, during that period it was 
suspended 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: So far as Indian Nationals m Indo- 
C'hni.i .nv concerned, in \icu ot the facts alleged, cannot similai arrangements 
be made, and cannot suspeie-ion bo made tor a year of the levy of rncorae- 
tax? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat Ali Khan: 1 have said that eveiv thing that 
can be done within the law will be done 

Sri V, 0. Vellinglri Oounder: Will the Honourable Member plonse say 
whether instructions have been sent to the Madras Government, or rather to 
the Income-tax Commissioner of the province? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: Sir, I have already answered that 
question I will make enquiries about it 

Legislation fob Issue of Ptbe-Arms in India 

887. *Mr. Madandhari Singh: Will the Honourable the Home ilfembcr be 
pleased to state whether Government projiose to introduce legislation for the 
issue of licences for fire-arms m India on the lines of those m force m other 
free countries of the world? If not, why not? 
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The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel; I have no information regards 
th 3 law in force m other countries. But the question of mtroducing legisla- 
tion or relaxing the existing rules in India is being considered in consultation 
with the Provincial Governments. 

Sii M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May 1 know what the position is re- 
garding Members of the Central Assembly? 

Mr Presldezxt: I believe the exemption m respect of Members of the 
Central Assembly is already there. 

PA.YrtlllNT OF Rs. 10-8-0 PER ANNUM BY EVBBY LlOENOB HOLDER OF GuNS IN DbLBI 

688. ♦Mr. Msdandhari Singh: Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased jjo state whether Government have made it compulsory for every 
liceiic’e-'loliU I ot gnu-, m l)i*lhi to i).i\ Rs 10 8'- pel .uiiiiitii e\ en tliong'i 
he does not shoot games in the Province of Delhi? If so, why? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: The answer to the first part is 
in the negative The second part does not arise. 

t889. * 

(The Honourable Member for Education was not in his seat) 

Mr. President: Question No. 889 may be passed over. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: When will it be answered, Sir? 

Mr, President: Tt will be answered tomorrow.) 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will it get priority over other questions 

Mr. President: It will, I will give it as a special cskse 

National War Academy near Poona. 

^890. *Maharajkumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Anaada: Will the Secret aiy of the 
Defence Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the establish- 
ment of the National War Academy near Poona is being delayed? If so, why? 

Mr. a. 8. BhaIJa; Consideration of this question is awaiting a decision on 
the size of the future Armed Forces 

DraKCTOBATE OP PuBLC RELATIONS 

;891. ♦Mahaiajkumar Dr. Sir VlJaya Ananda; Will the Secrclaiv of tlie 
Defence Department be pleased to state whether Government propose to make 
the Directorate of Public Relations a part of the Information and Broadcas- 
liing Department now that the war is over? 

Vs. a. S. Bbalia: The whole question of the future of the Directorate of 
Public Relations is under the consideration of Government. 

Indian Under-Trials Imprisoned in the Andamans. 

1892. *Ma]uiia|kumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: Will the Honourable the 
Home Member be pleased to state whether it is a fact that there are 13 Indian 
under-trials (including Piishkar Nath Baghchi) imprisoned in the Andamans 
against whom it is alleged that they carried out the Jap orders during the 
Japanse occupation of the islands? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel; Twelve persons (including 
Pushkar Nath Bagchi) are in custody under trial for offences against the ordi- 
nary criminal law committed against residents of the Islands during the 
Japanese occupation. 

tPostponed to be snswered on the 17th March, 1947, vide Mr Presidenfi remarks oa 
p. 1767 of these debates. 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the qoestionsr being absent. 
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Bam om thb Bbtubm or Peot. Khamkhoji itbom Mbxioo. 

f898« *Mahara]kumar Dr. Sir Vi]aya Ananda: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Home Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that there has been a ban on 
the entry into India of Prof. Khankhop who has been in exile for the last 3t) 
years? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to lift the said ban, so as to facilitate 
his return from Mexico to his mother-country? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel: (a) There is no ban on the 
return of Professor Khankhoji to India. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Move of the Pensions Bbanoh of Defence Depabtmbnt to Simi,a. 

894. *Slt. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Secretary of the Defence De- 
partment] be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Pensions Branch of the Defence Depart- 
ment is shortly to be moved up to Simla, if so, whether Government propose 
to provide accommodation to all the ministerial establishment mcludmg the 
inferior servants; 

(b) whether it is a fact that this office was recently brought down from 
Bimla, if so, the reasons for sending it up again; and 

(o) whether Government are aware that such constant moves of offices 
seriously dislocate the education of the employees’ children and particularly 
of the low paid and that they involve considerable extra expenditure? 

Mr, O'. S. B'halja: (a) Yes, Sir The accommodation available for all lon- 
cemed is being examined at present 

(b) Ye.s, Sir, it was brought down in the interest of efficiency and because 
the .icocomirioilatioii position in Delhi had become easier It has now become 
worse again. 

(o) Yes, Sir, and they deeply regret it 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: How long is it since the Branch was brought from 
Simla to Delhi? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: A little less than one year 

Prof. K. G. Ranga: Wbat ,ire the special oircumstances which have within 
this short time contributed to the housing shortage in Delhi? 

Mr. G. S. Bhal]a: My Honourable friend the Secretary for the Works, 
Mines and Power Department will be able to explain that better. But, as 
my Honourable fnend knows, there has been a considerable expansion in the 
personnel of the various Departments of the Central Government. There has 
also been nn incicase m demand for accommodation from Consulates, Lega- 
tions and other offices In consequence, Government had to take stock of tiie 
whole accommodation position, and it was decided that this particular Branch 
had hi move to Simla 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Will the Honourable Member be good enough to apply 
his mind to this particular matter specially and see whether any mistake has 
not been made, and also take steps to see that similar mistakes are not 
repeated again and again? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: I do not admit that a mistake was committed 

Prof. N. G, Ranga: Will he look into it carefully? 

Mr. Preaident: Order, order The Question Hour is over. 

Mr. President: I may just inform Mr. Sanyal that Question No 089, 
instead of being placed tomorrow, will be placed on the next dayj when the 
Education Member has to answer his questions and will be given priwity. 

t Answer to thie qneition laid on the table, the imestioner being absent, 

tPostponed to be answered on the 17th March, 1M7 
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(b) Written Answers 

Recommendations op the Armed Robces Nationalisation Committbb 

895. ’^Pandit Mukut Bihail Lai Bbargava: (a) Will the Secretary of tha 
Defence Department be pleased to state whether the Armed Forces National- 
isation Committee has made any interim recommendations to Government? 

(b) If so, what are the mam recommendations made by the Committee and 
how far have these recommendations been implemented or are proposed to 
be implemented? If so, when and in what manner? 

(o) Are Government aware that the sub-committee of the Armed Forces 
Nationalisation Committee has expressed dissatisfaction with the manner in 
which the Selection Boards have been functioning and demobilization has been 
carried out? 

(d) Has demobilization been effected with due regard to the requirement* 
of the nationalisation of the Army’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja; (a) Yes, Sir 

(li) The recommendations are under the consideration of Government, but 
tile Government do not consider it desirable to publish them until a final deci- 
sions 1ms been reached 
(<•} No. Sir 
(d) Yea, Sir 

RaciaIj Discrimination in Admissions to Indian Auxiliary Force 

896. *Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava: (a) Will the Secretary of tb* 
Defence Department be pleased to state whether it is a foot that the Indian 

roes etc but not to the iiitioimls of this country*’ 

(b) If the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, what are the reasona 
for making this racial discrimination? 

(o) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of removing these 
restnctions ? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) No, Sir The Auxiliary Force (India) is open to 
(i) Eurgpean British snbiccts ,is (IcIiikmI in the Code o| Crmnnnl Pi'ocedme, 
isos, and (ii) British subjects of European descent in the male line These 
inelnde \nglo-Tndiaiis anvl domiciled Europe.ins who ale n.itinnals of ihis 
counfrv 

(b) Does not arise 

(e") No, Sir since tlierc can clearlv be no place for a force such as the 
Auxiliarv Force (India), as at present constituted in a self-governing India, 
and flic Force is hkcK to be wound up not later than June 1948 

Communal Holidays to Government Servants 
897. *Shri Mohan Lai Saksena Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state. 

(a) whether Government are aware that with the termination of the war, 
the reasons for granting communal holidays to Government servants have dis- 
appeared; and 

(b) if so, whether Govcinment projiose to consider the advisability of ubo- 
li-binc ill cotmimniil holid.ivs and cou\etti!iu tbeiii into g'Oier.il bnlidii\-.' 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) The practice of granting 
Cduiinuniil bobdavs in addition to a fixed number of closed holidays has been 
in ('\ist,.n((j since 192J .md has no relation to war conditions 

(b) *rbc ipipsfton of bobdaxs for the staff is already under the consideration 
of I be Pnv Commission 
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Pboseoutions roa Distukbances on Victory Day in 1946 

898. *Sliri Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased state ; 

(a) the number of prosecutions that have been made in Delhi in oonneo- 
jion with the disturbances that occurred on Victory Day in 1946, 

(b) the names of the accused persons whose cases have been disposed of^ 
giving the nature of punishments awarded m each case; 

(c) the names of the accused persons whose cases ate still pending in Courjj; 

and 

(d) whether Government of India are considering the question of releasing 
those, who have been convicted in this connection 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhhhai Patel; (a) Twenty nine 

(b) and (c) A statement is laid on the table 

(d) The Government of India liave already issued orders to the Chief Com- 
missioner, Delhi, for the withdraw.'il ol eases, remission of sentences or can- 
cellation of bonds, in all the eases except the following (i) Serious cases of 
arson , and (ii) dacoity 



Stntonient of 
fa) Decided <• e 

mse regarding V-Dav disturbaneeM, Delhi, 194fi 
^es- ineluding oiaes withdrawn ilnUci$ed 

S. No. 

Nrftne of -<'Ouse<t 

nuinhor ot< 

Result 

■ 

N.ish Natha Mrnin i 

I F T.R No. 76, dated 
7-3 111 PS. Sador Bizar 
lOS 4:i6434/147 I P.C 

1 8 inonthh' R I for the 
burning of G N 1 T 
on 19-12-48 

1 


2 FIB No 75, <l,ited 

7-3--(liPS Solar Biz ir, 
L’/S4U>I.P(' 

2 l.iBir's R 1 for burning 
of post offtfo on Library 
Hd on 1<I. 12-46 



1 Ditto 

3 9 months’ R 1 tor burn- 
ing of Terminal Tax Post 
on 19-12-48 (Sentomos to 
iiiii < oiiseeutivol. ) 



4 FIR No 1>8, dated 

lt*>-3.46 I'/B 3B dir 

P. S Snhzim indi. 

4 Case mtlidnm n 



6 F.l B. No fis, dittsl 
ie-3 4B U/R 6«, D 1 B 

P. S Siibziinadi. 

6 fhtle 

a 

Hiri Singh 

Inxolvod in < uses 1 to .3 
ihovo only. 

Four months' R.I. m case 
No. 1 above, on 1.9 ]2 46 




In f ises Nos 2 and 3 ibove 
icquitted 

3 

Om Park i si 1 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 

4 

Bam Singh , 

1 Ditto 

Ditto. 
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S. No. 

Name of accused 

Case number etc. 

Result 

6 

Bam Chander Ty igi 

1. F.l.R. No. 76, dated 
7-8 46 P. S. Sodar B vz.ir, 
U/8 486/147 I.P.C. 

1 6 months’ R I for burning 
of G N I T Bus, on 

19-12-46. 



2. F.I R No 76, dated 
7-3-46 PS 8id.ar Bvzar, 
U/S 436/147 I.P C 

2. Acquitted on 19-12-46 



3 Ditto 

3 Acquitted on 19-12-46 



1 FIR No 68. dated 
16-3 46, U/R 66, DIR 

P 8 S.ibzimandi. 

4 Cast unthdrawn. 

■6 

1 Kliem H ij 

Involved m < 'ises I to 3 

1 4 months’ R I. on 19-13-46. 

2 and 3 acquitted 

7 

ICmgal Uass 

Involved m 3 < asos as abov-e 

(’onvioted m No. 1 c ise as 
above on 19-12-46 




2 and 3 acquitted 

. « 


Ditto 

Convicted and released U/S 
662 Cr. P C. in case No 1 
and ordered to furnish 

S B in the sum of Bs 760 
for one ye.ir 




Acquitted in the remaining 2 

B 

Cltuui Lull 

Ditto 

. Ditto 

10 

Slur Cliar m 

In\ol\ed m .3 c isoa is .ihove 
(Sen tl No 7) 

Convicted and releised U/S 
662 C». P C m case No. 1 
ind ordered to furnish 

8 B in tlie sum of Rs 760 




A( quitted in tlie remaining 2 

11 

Khahl 

Ditto 

Ditto, 

12 

Mteri Lai 

Ditto . . j 

Ditto. 

13 

14 
16 
16 
17 

ICam Chand 

Allah Btkha 

Vayaa 

Dip Chand 

Clihote Lai 

Ditto . 

Ditto . 

Ditto , 1 

Ditto . . j 

1 F.IR No '76, dated 

7 3-46 U/S 436/147 IPO 

P S 8idirB.z«r 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

1 Four months’ R I for 
burning Q.N I T Bus oa 
10-13-46 



2. F.I B No 75, dated 
7-3-46 U/S 436/147 I P C 

P S Sad.ar Baz ir. 

2 Acquitted. 



3 Ditto 

3 Ditto. 

18 1 

Bam Lul 

j 

Involved in three oasea as 

1. As above. 

2 and 3- Acquitted. 
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me of aocused 


Case number eto. 


[ R No 68, d)itod 7-3-46 
U-S 436/147 I P C., P. S 
Subzimandi 


M'liabir Parshud 


Babu alias Alimtid 

Husm 

Kislum Singh 
■5 ukha 

('hinder Smgh 
Ah Bus 


Babu Lai 
Ahmad Kiian 


md 4 F 1 R No. 68, d-ited'l 
16 3-46 U/R 38 D I " 

P ^ Subzimandi 


6 FIR No 68, ditod 
16-3 46 U/R 66 DIR, 
P S. Subzim indt 


Involved m i 
2 noted ( 
above 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

FIR No 68, lilted 
7.3-46 U/S 436/147 1 PC, 
P S Subzim mdi. Del'll 


1. Senteneed to imprn-onraent 
till the rising of the court, 
on 31-1-47 for bummg of 
Railway Clearing Accounts 
Office 

2. Nine months’ R I or 
burmng of Timber Godown 
on 31-1-47. 

3 Acquitted. 

1 One ye ir for burning Rail- 
way Cleirmg Accounts 
Office. 

2. Nine months’ R I 

3 Ditto. 


eir’s R.T. on 31-1-47. 
months’ R 1, on. 


4 F I R No 58, dated 4 Son tom ed to 6 months ’ 

7-3-46 U/S 427 I P C , R-T. for the burning of 
P S Subziin.tndi. Klectnc Pole Neir Kami i 

Nagcr. 


s above) I As ibove 
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•a. No 

Nome of rtoousod 

1 I'a-.e number etc. 

Re^iult 

29 

Dov Dutt 

Involved Ui 0 I'lO'i No 1 m<l 
2 noted on SI. No. 2(1 

Acquited in both cvnes. 

30 

AjrnuJ AIjiriHd 

Ditto 

Ditto 

31 

Nal.i Kli.in . 

Ditto 

Ditto. 



3. P l.R No. <18, ditedl 

l«-3 4(1 U/R 38 1} T.B 

P 8 Sub7iinin<li 

4 K I.R. No (IS, (luted I 

19-3-1(5 U/R6(iD.I.R, 

P S Siibzimmdi. J 

Toird I’nd fourth HOthdrlivn. 

32 

K ir im Singh 

ln\ oh ed in tuo co^cs No- 1 
^nd 2 not(Ml on SI No 2(> 

Ditto. 

33 

3t 

Tslnm Uddin 

Jkr in Uddin 

1 Kl.R No J21. dded 
7-3 49 Via 139/147 1 P<‘ 
P. S. Kotw.ili 

Ditto 

1 Ac-quitod. 

Ditto. 

35 

S irw.in Singh 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

3ti 

Pi.iT.i Singli 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

37 

Sher Khrin 

1 Ditto 

Ai quitted • — 



1 1 Intto 

1 Burning of Fire llngade 

2 Hiirnmg of Rohviy St i- 
tion R.ition tlodown. 

3. Burning of Terininui Tux 
Post iind >Sul>-R ttioniiig 
Oflhe noir Ruiliv ly Sti- 

38 

Klip in B'lmdur 

Smgh 

1 Ditto 1 

\ quitted in 

lliirnmg of (1) I'lro Dpig de. 



2 Ditto 

2 Ruilw i\ R ifion ( lodowii 



3. Ditto 

3 Termmil Tax Po-t, 



4 Ditto 

"> Ditto 

1 Vntopvtl.ite nn r Kitoh- 

5 PoIko V.inette 

39 

nil igjt Smgli Kirti 

0 Ditto 

Involved m ( No-" 1 and 

2 (noted on .SI. No. 38 ) 

6 Pending in i luirt (burning 
of Town 11 11) 

Aiquitt(>d m bitth the i iho'- 



2 F.l R. No bS, dated "1 
16-3-4(5 U/R 38 D.T.R 

P S. Subzun.indi. 

Niirnbop 3 vnd 4 witlidrawn. 



3 F.l R No 68, d dod 
16-3-46 U/R 38, D.r.R J- 
P. S. Siibzimnndi j 


i 


4 F I. R No 68 dated 1 
16-3-46 U/B 66, DTK | 

P D Siibzimaddi J f 
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Name of accused 


Case number et< 


Mukhtar 

Abdul J.ibbat 


t l-'I.R No. 221 dated 
7-3-40, U/S 430/147 F S 
Kotwah. 

Ditto « 

1 Ditto 

2 Ditto 


3 Wil'.draun (c I'C of burn- 
ini’ of Vutor> D ite noir 
Town II 1 11 

4 Perulini! in Coiiit (( we of 
biirrimi' ot Town H ill 

.‘V< quitted in ill the tliree 
r'wes The Third i a'-e 
against loin relatus to 
burning of Vatory (lite 
H'nti’hpiiri 

Acquitted in both the e vsiis 

Aiqiiittid III .ill tJio tbroe 


I 1 tux ])0't on 30 d 40 


Ai quitted in both the oasas. 
1 Ai quitted 


4S 


49 


Wasir Uddin 


2 Involved in case Nos I uid 
2, U/.S 436/149 l.P C , 
P. S. Kotv/ah. 

1 Ditto 


2. Ditto 

U/S 436/147 I.P.O.. P, S. 
Kotwali 

Involved in eaae No. I on SI 
No. 46. 


Ditto 


1 Sentenced to !• months 
R X. on 30-8-46 for burn- 
ing of Victory Gate Fateh- 
pun 

2 Sentencedto IJ years’ R I 
on 14-10-46 for burn mg of 
Reserve Bank. 

Acquitted. 
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81 No 

NHme of ticciised 

Case number etc. 

Result 

60 

Kuro M-il 

1 Involved m case No 2 on 
81 No 46 above 

1. Acquitted for burning of 
Rulw.ij Godown 



2. F.l.R. No. 221, dated 7-3 4 
U/S 436/149 1 P.C. P. S 
Kotwali 

2 Sentenced to 9 months’ on. 
30-8-46, for burnmg of 
Victory Cato, Fatehpiiri 

61 

Diwan Cliand 

1 As .d,ovo on SI No 60 

1 Acquitted. 

62 

Mill inder Singh 

1 Am .ibo\o on Seri U No 60 

1 Sentence to six months’ for 
burning of Electric Pole 
m Kia ri B .oil 



2 Ditto U/S 436 r.P.C. 

2 C.vse withdrawn (burning 
of Vn tory Gate near Town 
Hall). 



3. Ditto U/S 430/147 I.P C 

3 Town Hall burning o is* 
pending m Court 

63 

SfltpMl Smgh 

1 f'lR No 121, dated 
7-3-48, U/S 436/147/332 
I PC P S Kotwali 

2 Ditto U/8 435/147 IP C 

One jeer’s RI foi burning 
of Poll, e Vanrtto 9 

months’ U/S R 1. 332 I.P.C. 
Iiid 0 months’ R 1 U/S 147 

I 1* (' on 18 12-46 

Ono j'oar’s K 1 for burning of 
Elcitrii Polo mu r Central 

B ink on 14-10 46 



3 Ditto U/S 435/148 I P.C 

3 One j<' irs’s R 1 for burn- 
ing a Viitorj Cate ne.ir 
Reserve Bank on 16 10-46. 

64 

Basta Siiigli . 

1 Ditto (as ibove at No. 1.) 

Siuio.isatNo above. 



I 2 Ditto U/S 436/149 1 C 

2. ( ISO withdnwn (Burning 
of Vi< toij (i ito no .r Town 
Hall). 



3 Ditto U/S 430 147/149/ 

I PC 

3. Cl e jiending n court 
(Town Hall burning) 

66 

S id,( r Sii gli . 

1 Ditto . ■) 




2 Ditto . i 

Cases 1 to 3 .11 quitted 



3 Ditto . J 




4 Ditto 

4. Case pending in < ourt 
(Town H. 11 burning) 

66 

SliJ’iii L'll 

1 Ditto . . 1 

2. Ditto . J 

Acquitted ui two case. 



3. Ditto 

3. Ponding m i oiirt (Town 
Hall burning). 

67 

Miuu Liil 

1 Ditto 

2 do U/S 486/147 I.P.C 

1. Discharged. (For burnmg 
ofPoliee Vonette). 

2. Sentenced to one years’ 
B.I. (forbuming a Victory 
Gate near Reserve Bank.) 
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•1. No 

Name of aooused 

Cases number eto. | 

Result 

5S 

H..rish Chandar 

I. 

FIR No 221, dated 
7-3-46, U/S 435/147 

I P C , P S. Kotwali 

1 Discharged 

69 

Mohd. lahnq . 

1. 

Ditt 

o . . 

1. Withdrawn. 

<!0 

Malifut Illahi 

1. 

Ditt 

o 

1 Withdrawn 

01 

Shiv Datt Kale 

1 

2 

Ditto 

Ditto . 

A( quitted in case No i 1 and 2 



3. 

do 

IPC 

U/S 436/147 

3 One case of Electric Polo 
burning withilr iwn 

«2 

Julnl Khan . 

•• 

D.tto 


1 Acquitted 

63 

Ram Kishan . 

1 

do 

IPC 

C/S 436/147 

1 liyear’s R.I. for burning of 
Reserve B. nit on 14-10-46 

«4 

Dahp Smgh 

1. 

do 

IP.C 

D/8 4P3/148 

1. 1 yenr’s R.I for burning of 
Victory O te ne .r Reserve 
Bunk on 16 10-46 



2 

do. 

149s IP.C. 

U/8 436/147/ 

2. Case ponding in court 
(Town Hull burning) 


Om Farkash . 

I 

Ditto 

1 1 >n> r’s R I for burmng a 

Victory G.ito ne .r Re-jOrve 
Bank on 10-10-46 

•0 

Mohd. Fahini 

1. 

2 

3. 

do 

I.PO. 

do. 

IP.C. 

do. 

I.P C. 

U/d 435/147 

U/S 435/140 

U/8 436/149 

C.isos of burning of Electric 
Polo and Victory Gate 
withdrawn 

Case of Town Hall burning 
pendmg in court. 



4 

do. 

IP.C. 

U/S 435/149 
o . . j 

Acquitted in case of Victory 
G< to burnmg ne<ir Reserv e 
Bank. 


Yad Ram 

1. 

pitt 


1. Case withdrawn. 

«8 

Mohd. Bashir 

1 

Ditto • . 1 

1 Case withdrawn. 

«9 

Mst. Shanti . 

1. 

Ditto 

1. Case withdr.iwn. 

70 

Amer Singh , . 

1 

Ditt 

o . . 

1. C -Be withdrawn. 



2. 

do. 

I.P.C. 

U/8 436/149 

2. Ponding (burning of Town 
HiiU). 

71 

Faiz All 

2. 

^ do- 
I.P.C. 
do. 

I.P.C. 

U/S 436/149 

U/S 436/149 

1. Acquitted 

the other withdrawn. 

72 

Ghiaa-ud-din . 

1. 

do. 

IP.C. 

U/S 436/147 

1. C se withdrawn. 



2. 

do. 

I.P.C. 

U/8 436/147 

2. Case pending in court (for 
burnirg ef T.iwa Hall) 
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81. No. 

Name of accused 

Case number ete 

Result 

73 

Khurahia 

1. F.1.R No. 221, dated 
7-3-46. U/8 436/149 I P C 

P S. Kotwali. 

2 do U/S 436/149 

I PC. 

1. Case withdrawn. 

2. Pending (Burning of Town 
Hall) 

74 

7fi 

Allah Dad 

Mashar Jamil 

1 do U/8 436/147 

1.P.C 

1 Ditto 

1 Pending in Court. 

1. Pendmg in court. 

7B 

Faiuqi . 

1. F.I.R. No. 221. dated 
7.3-46, U/S. 436/149 
I.P.C , P.8. Kotwah. 

I Sentenced on 22-7-46 to 
undergo 6 monthe, B. I. 
U/8 147 I.P.C., tnd 9 
months, R.I. U/S 4 3 

I.P C. burning of a Victory 
Gate near Fatehpun. 

77 

Lai Behari Banda 

1 F.IR. No. 68, dated 
7-3-46, U/8 436 1 P.C , 

P S. Subcimandi. 

1. Sentenced to I year’s B.I. 
on 9-10-48 for bummg 
Railway Clearing Account 
OfBce. 

7« 

Muni Ram 

1 F l.R. No 106, dated 
7-3 46, U/S 396/149 

I.P.C. PS U R.P. Delhi. 

1 Sentenced to 2 years, R I. 
on 23-6-46 for looting 
Railway Booking Office, 
Delhi 

79 

Ismail Faruqi 

1 Fl.R No. 223, dated 
7-3-46, U/S 34/38 D.I.R., 

P S Kotwah 

1 Sentenced to 6 months R.I, 
on 7-6-46 for inciting 
7'ramwsy Coy, strike. 

80 

R C Mlttra . 

1 Ditto 

1 Ditto. 

81 

Abdul Wahid 

1. Ditto 

1 ■ Ditto. 

82 

Mohd Y amin 

1. F.I.R No 68. dated 
16-3 46. U/R 38 D l.R 

P S Babtimandi 

Both cases withdrawn- 



2 do U/B 68 D.I K 

P S Sabzimandi 


83 

Shakil Ahmad 

Ditto 

Ditto. 

84 

Harbandhan . 

Ditto . 

Ditto. 

86 

Ved Par hash 

I. F.I.R. No 68, dated 

j 16-3-46 U/R 38 D.I.R.. 

F 8. Sabzimandi- 

1. Case withdrawn. 


(b) Fendvog case. 

Only one case viz., that with regard to t( 
court. The accueed in this case are as folio 
1. Amar Smgh. 

3. Sham Lai. 

6. Mohinder Singh. 

7. Allah Dad. 

9. Bauta Smgh. 

J I . Kirpan Bahadur. 

13. Hnzahar Jamil. 

16. Abdul Hakim. 

Hote.-'-Ali these 16 accused have figured in 


le burning of Town Hall on 7.3.46 is pending la 

2 Ddl^p Singh. 

4 J'gjit Singh. 

6. Mohd. Fahim. 

8. Ghiasuddin. 
iQ. Sardara Singh. 

12. Kburshid. 

14. Bhuro. 

16. Bahmat. 

I or the other case under (a). 
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Views of the Indian Govebnhbnt on the Pensions Increase Bill 

899. *Maharaikumar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: (a) Will the Honourable 
the Finance Member be pleased to state if the attentioh of Government has been 
drawn to the statement of Mr Arthur Hendetson, Under Secretary of State 
for India, in the House of Commons on Hth February, 1947 that the British 
Government had asked the Indian Government for their views on the quesljion 
of applying the Pensions Increase Bill to both Civil and Military Pensioners 
of Indian Services and that they had received no reply 9 

(b) If so, do' Government propose to state whether their views have since 
been conveyed and if so, what they are? 

Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: (a) Yes 

(b) The matter is still under correspondence with Provincial Governments. 
The Central Government have however expressed their willingness to the exist- 
ing scale of increases being continued m respect of their pensioners pending 
consideration of the further increases proposed in the Bill 

Dismissed and Discharged Personnel of the Indian Army who Joined 1 N A 

900. *Sri Satyapriya Banerjee: Will the Secretary of the Defence Dejiarr. 
ment be pleased to state . 

(a) how many of the officers and other ranks of the Indian Army who joined 
.the Indian National Army have been dismissed and how many have been dis- 
charged , 

(b) .the basis on which Government discharged some and dismissed others, 

(c) how many Commissioned Officers, Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers 
and other ranks of tjhe Indian 'Army who’joii'^d Indian National Army have 
been retained in the Army, and 

(d) the reasons for retaining some officers and men and removing others 
from service? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja; (a) Dismi'5‘=ed— 6 17.5 Discharged — 13,211 

(o) Commissioned OfficeiN -21 V C Os and I O Rs — 3,859 

ft IS regretted that figures for V 0 Os and I 0 Rs separately are not 
available 

(b) and (d) I would refer the Honour.ible Member to the Press Com- 
munique issued on the .lOth of No\emb<‘r 194.5 .md the debate on Pandit 
Govind Malaviya’s adjoiinmient motion m the l.e^t budget session 


rXSrXHHFI) QUF.STIONSl AXD ANSWERS 
.Money (Irant to VTshwabharati 

78. Sree Satyapriya Banerjee: Will the Honourable Member for Edu- 
cation be pleased to state 

(a) the amount granted so far to the Vishwabharati; 

(b) whether Government have any definite policy with regard to the grant 
of money to this institution, and 

(o) whether there are any conditions attached to the grants that have been 
made so far? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: (a) Since the financial year 
1941-42. an annual giant of Rs 2.5,00fi has been paid to the Visva-Bharati, 
Santiniketan, in recognition of the contribution that they have made to the 
aesthetic' education of this couiitrv In the present year the grant has been 
raised to Rs 30.000. In addition. Rs 2,500 and Rs 12^500 have also been 
paid to the Visva-Bharati toyv.irds their Dearness Allowance grant in 1944-4.5 
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and 1945-46 respectively The annual grant is paid on submission of audited 
statement pf accounts and the annual report of the Institute for the preceding 
year. ' 

On the occasion of their Silver Jubilee Celebrations m December 1946, a 
special grant of Es. 4,75,000 has been paid to the Institute in recognition of 
their services rendered to the country The grant will be spent in improving 
some of the existing facilities of the Institution, such as residential accom- 
modation, sanitation etc 

At the request of the Central Government, the Visva-Bharati Authorities 
have undertaken to set up an institute for training teachers in arts and crafts 
in connection with the scheme of educational development The total cost of 
the project would amount to Rs 4 9 lakhs non-recurring and Es. 75,000 
recurring. Against this scheme, m 1946-47, rupees three lakhs non-reeurring 
and Es 25.000 recurring, based on actual requirements have been sanctioned 
This is, however, a financial assistance for carrying out a particular project 
and cannot be considered a grant ^ the mam institution 

(b) The Government have recognised the good work done by the Institu- 
tion and the mam object of Ihc financial assistance has been to put the Insti- 
tution on a sound financial footing 

(c) Subject to the remarks made above, no other conditions have been 
attached to the grants. 

European ob American Manaoed RupbeCompanies carbyinq on Business in 
Indu 

79. Mr. B. P. Jhun|hLUWala: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state • 

(a) whether Government wopose to lay on the table of the House a list of 
rupee companies, under the management of Europeans or Amer.cans, carty- 
ing on business in British Iidia, 

(b) whether these compaties have been supplying regularly returns pres- 
cribed in section 19-A of the Indian Income-tax Aof; 

(o) which of these corapan.n* are private companies; 

(d) whether section 23-A of (he Indian Income Tax Act has been applied 
to these companies; 

(e) the amount of total dividends distributed by these companies during 
the financial years 1043-44, 1944 46 and 1945-46. 

(f) how much of this dividend was paid to (i) investment companies, (1) 
registered in British India, (2) registered outside British India, (li) other non- 
resident companies, and (lii) non-resident individuals, 

(g) whether any sujiep-tax was deducted at source under section 18 (3D) of the 
Indian Income-tax Act , from dividends payable to non residents and if bo, the 
amount of super-tax revenue short recovered from this source; 

(h) whether Government propose to lay on the table of the House a list of 
the investment companies registered in British India to which dividend referred 
to in part (f) above wens paid; 

(i) which of these companies were exempted from super-tax under the Fin- 
ance Department Notification No 47, dated 9th December, 1933 : and 

(]) whether Government propose to consider the desirability of having 
returns on these lines published annually along with the report of the Central 
Board of Revenue? 

Tbe Hbnourable Mr. Usquat All Khan: (a) to (j) The Government do 
not consider that the expenditure of time and labour involved in compiling the 
information asked for would be commensurate with any results that may be 
expected to be achieved 



MOTION I'OR ADJOURNMENT 

Proposed Termination of Services of Civiliah Ordnance Office (S 

Hr. Pr^lldent: I have received notice of an adjournment motion from the 
Honourable Member, Mr Guruswami, who wants to discuss a definite matter 
of urgent public importance, namely 

"The proposed termination of services of Ordnance Officers (Civilian) of the Indian 
Army Ordnance Corps beginning from 14th March, 1947 despite the interim recommendation 
of the Nationalisation Committee to withdraw the notices and release a corresponding number 
of British officers ” 

May I know what tlio Honourable the Defence Secretary has to say? 

Mr, O. S. Bhalja ((lovernmeut of India Nominated Official) Notices have 
been issued to 135 Ordimiice Officer^ civilians, because their services are no 
longer required. These 135 ordnance officers have to go in any circumstances 
12 Noon Notices have been issued on the principle of ‘last in, first out’. 

There are at picsent 1,63() Indinns on tiie officer strength of the 
Indian Army Ordnance t’oips but the future, total officer strength cannot 
possibly be more than 750 It will probably be less Out of this 750, not 
more than 650 can be military officers, for which there are 706 Indian mili- 
tary officers to compete and not more than 100 can be civilians for which there 
are 930 to compete This leaves no room for doubt that the 135 who are 
under notice will have to go very soon \ suggestion was made that certain 
British Emergenev Commissioned Officers should be asked to go first The 
majority of these Emergency Coiiiinissioneil Officers hold positions of consi- 
derable responsibility and are not young officers without experience, as the 
title ‘emergency commissioned officers' would suggest The real problem 
therefore is to replace these officers with Indians who have to be given the 
opportunity to qualify for these higher posts This can and will be done 
before June 1948 How best it can be done is now under investigation in 
relation to the overall problem of the armed forces This mvestigation has 
been specifically set to the Chiefs of Staff Committee bv the Nationalisation 
Committee 

The position therefore is that there are very many more Indian officers 
than can be provided for in the post-war army and therefore I suggest that 
the services of these 135 officers to whom notices have been given have been 
rightly terminated It has been often urged in this House that there should 
be retrenchment in the expenditure on the Defence Budget Here is a ease 
in which a suggestion has been made that the release of these officers should 
not be made 

Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddiar (Smith Aicot cum Cliiiigleput Nor-Mniiam- 
niadan Rural) On a point of information Is the Honourable Member dis- 
cussing the merits of the motion now 7 

Mr. President: No He is mentioning the facts in connection with this 
motion, so that the House and the President may appreciate the importance 
and the urgency of the matter 

The point, as it appears to me, is that the Goveniment have set aside the 
recommendations of the Nationalisation Committee and instead oi releasing 
the British personnel they are releasing the Indian personuel That seems to 
be the point. It is not the point that no Indian officers should be given 
notice of release On account of retrenchment many people will certainly 
have to go but the point is why Britishers are kept and Indians are released. 
That seems to be the point. 

Diwan O haman Lall (West Punjab Non-Muhammadan) How inanv Bri- 
tishers are there? 

Hr. O. S. Bbalja: I tried to explain that these emergency commissioned 
officers are holding speciai posts of responsibility and the whole problem of 
retrenching these people and terminating their services is being carefully consi- 
dered and a decision will be taken in the near future. Till that decision is 
( 1779 ) 
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[Mr G S. BhaljaJ 

taken, 1 aubmit that in any case these 135 officers who were the last to be 
appointed have to go, because even if all those 600 officers— assuming the 
number given by the Honourable Member is correct — even if their services are 
terminated, even then we have more officers than we have got work for and 
therefore some have to go and these are the officers who joined last and 
therefore their services have eot to be terminated 

Dlwan Ohaman LaU: Are all these 611 officers holding Jiosts of great 
responsibility ? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I have not got detailed mformation as to how those 
officers have been posted Many of them, I understand, are outside India, 
in Burma and other places But the point winch I am making is that Gov- 
ernment are drawing out a definite programme for the termination of the 
services of these emergenev t omiuissioned officer- as soon as possible and m 
any case within less than 15 months and therefore even if their services were 
not terminated toda\, these officers will have to go, unless we keep on the 
roll of the armv persons for whom jobs must be found, even though there is 
no work for them 

Mr. Preandent: Do 1 understand that the British officers will have to go 
by the 30th June 1948' All these are 600 people'' 

Mr. Q. S. Bhal]a: Yes The Government luve furthei directed that no 
fnrtliei retrenchment notices will be issued to these personnel, until the ques- 
tion of tenmnnting the services of the emergency comrnissiond officers has 
been decided b\ the Government 

Mr. President: What .ibout those who arc already served with notices’’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhal]a: ’I'hev are men for whom we e.mnot provide work and 
fiave to go 

Haji Abdus Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth (We.st I'oast .md Nilgins Muhamma- 
(l.iii) Mnv I remind yon that he has not said anything about the recom- 
niLnd.vtion m.ide by the Nationalisation Committee They must have found 
some means of adjusting the position’’ 

Mr. President. The recommendation is to redea-e a corresponding number 
of Biitisli nffieers With reference to that some questions were put It .ipjiears 
tli.it from the facts disclosed there seems to be no ease of uigenev .ibont this 
ifiiitter 

Diwan O haman LaU: Very serious urgency 

Mr. President: J am stating my own reactions before 1 hnallv say as to 
w'liether I agree or do not agree The point seems to me to be that, eert.iin 
people who have been served with notice have, in any case, to go because 
there are not sufficumt jobs Then the only question is about preferenc" 
being given to Britishers as again-t the Indians We are not in .i jiosition to 
judge about the individual merits of those officers who are retained (Inter- 
ruption by Mr Ayyangar) The Honourable Member will not interrupt while 
I am speaking Then, the other point that he has stated is that Government 
have now decided not to retrench or give notice for release to any further 
Indian officials He has also stated that, m anv case, all these Britishers are 
going by the 30th June 1948 So, the point of the adjournment motion, to 
my mind, on the ground of urgency is lost now in view of the statements 
which he has made The question as to what should be done with reference 
to the notices which have already been served is an entirely different ques- 
tion That is a question which may be considered by the Department’ or the 
Members of this House may make recommendations to the Government on 
that pomt But that need not be a subject of an adjournment motion The 
policy is now settled 
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Dlwaa Ohamaa Xiall: M^y I ask you, Mr. President, as to whether jgu are 
convinced that the statement that all these officers have got to go is really, 
correct? We have been informed on the Defence Consultative Committee 
that the post-war numbers have not been fixed. We do not know whether the 
figure will be 650 or 1160 In fact, nobody knows My Honourable friend 
who is himself a Member of the Defence Consultative Committee was not in 
a position to tell us what the numbers would be May I, therefore, suggest 
that the urgency of this matter arises because of certain recommendations 
made to the Department by the Nationalisation Committee, which, I under- 
stand, have been flouted? Further, the urgency arises because even if these 
people have got to go after a year, there is no necessity to let them go now 
when instead of these, certain others who ought to go should have been 
demobbed. 

Mr. Kanu Snbedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com- 
merce); May I add one more word to this? We are not satisfied with the 
statement of the Honourable the Defence Secretary. He said that these 
emergency officers were doing work of great responsibility and he tried to 
justify the fact that some of the Europeans being out of the country it was not 
possible to deal with the batch of Europeans m this lot who arc being sent 
away Excuses have been found for prolonging the services of the Europeans, 
a point which is much more serious from the pomt of view of finance. We 
feel that the Defence Department’s energetic pursuit for the reduction of 
expenses is not there We feel this on general grounds and specifically on 
this ground we would very much like to have a discussion on this subject. 

Srt M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts and Chittoor- 
Non-Muhammadan Rural); May I also add a word, Sir? These are civilians 
who are first class graduates from Indian Universities and many of them are 
M A ’s So, until the last European quits this country, not a single Indian 
should be retrenched 

Mr. Presidttat: I am not concerned on this occasion with the merits of the 
case I am only deciding the question of the admissibility of this motion. As 
regards the statement of facts, T think I must accept the Secretary’s state- 
ment as a true statement of facts coming, as it does, from Government 

Dlwan OhAmaa Lsll; You might ask the Secretary whether he has any defi- 
nite information that a policy of this nature has at any time been laid down 
and any decision arrived at in regard to the numbers to be retained. 

Mr. Pregldent: I am afraid it is not necessary for the present purpose, 
because he has also argued the alternative that they have at present just the 
number of men that the future strength of army may require. 

Mr. a. S. Bhslja; The miinber of Indian Militarv otficei's k 706 

Mr. Preoldent: Whatever the importance of the question on the merita 
may be, so far as the urgency of the matter is concerned now, in view of 
the facts that have come out during the course of the discussion, I do not 
think I can treat the matter as urgent so that the adjournment motion may 
be admitted. 

As regards the merits of the question, Honourable Members will have an 
opportunity when the Finance Bill comes before the House to discuss the 
same as they may like 

DELHI AND AJMER-MERWARA RENT CONTROL BILL 
[Pbksbntation of ths report of Select Committee] 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale (Government of India. Nominated Official)- Sir, I beg 
to present the repcwt of the Select Committee on the Bill to make better pro- 
vision for the control of rents in certain areas in the provinces of Delhi and 
Ajmer-Merwara. 



IMJPOETS AND EXPOETS (CONTEOL) BILL 
[Presentation of the Eepokt of the Select Commitxbb] 

Ttae Sonourable Mr. I. X. Obondrljar (Commerce Member): Sir^ I beg to 
present the report of the Select Committee on the Bih to continue for a limit- 
ed pend powers to prohibit or control imports and exports. 

GENEEAL BUDGET— LIST OP DEMANDS— conW 
Second Stage — contd. 

Demand No. 55 — Department of Industries and Supplies — contd. 

Inadequate ISupply and Mfsmanaged distnbuUon of I'am amongst 
Handloom Weavers and Fisherman. — contd 
Mr. President: The House will now proceed with the consideration of the 
cut motions 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (Madras Ceded Districts .lui Ch'Uor: 
Nou-Muhaminedan Eural) . Sir, I would like to say a few words ou this cut! 
motion. Surely, this Department is m the hands of a very able admimstrutor, 
but I am afraid of the arguments that he may advance and he may refer to 
things tor which ho is not responsible and which happened before he came to 
this Department So, I am more afraid of his arguments and not of his 
talents which are leally very useful Therefore, with very great 
caution I am only making a few suggestions for his consideration 
and if he will take them into his consideiation, I am sure will be able 
to do a great lot to this handloom industry The object of this out motion 
IS to have greater production and to secure employment for the handloom 
workers in this country There are about million handloom weavers and 
if you include their family members also they come to 13 million odd and they 
are all living on this handloom industry, whereas the power loom provides 
occupation only for 500, (XK) or even less than halt a million of workers. There- 
fore, this problem assumes much greater importance than is ordinarily reali- 
sed 

Now, Hit, there are tw'u portions of this cut motion One relates to the 
increase in the output of yarn for the purpose of consumption by handloom 
weavers and the other relates to the fair distribution of the quantity that is 
available J will make a few suggestions regarding the manner m which the 
oubjiut can he increased In the first place, 1 would say that the mills that 
are already in existence ouglit not to be allowed to produce so much clotli as 
they are producing now below 40 counts In fact, no mill ought to be allowed 
to produce cloth below 40 counts, otherwise the haiidlooms will he starved 
Thi.s was one of the things that wa.s suggested to a Trade Delegation that 
came from .Japan a number of years ago During the negotiations it was 
suggested that they ought not to send cloth below 40 counts At that time 
20,000 handloom we.-uers from one district of Salem were thrown out of em- 
ployment They came all the way to Delhi and millions of other handloom 
weavers in other parts of the Presidency were also thrown out of employment. 
The only way in which this unemployment can be stopped is by putting an 
embargo upon such cloth as comes from foreign countnes ForUmatelv for 
us such cloth 18 not now available from Japan and from Manchester we get 
only the superior cloth Therefore, the only competitor of the handloom in- 
dustry is the mill industry in this country 50 per cent of our needs before 
the war were being met by the mill industry 25 per cent cloth was being 
brought from foreign countries and 2.'» per cent was being produced by the 
handloonis of this country. Now, 25 per cent foreign imports have gone 
and that deficiencv has been made up I would, therefore, suggest that it 
is just and proper that these 13 million odd weavers of our country rnust be 
sujiported in preference to the 500.000 or less than half a million workers who 
( 1782 ) 
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are being employed by the miU industry. Greater quantity oi yarn should 
be released for handloom weavers and ^e textile mills should be prohibited 
from producing coarser cloth, below 40 counts. That would really 
go to help the handloom weaver and make more yarn available to liim 
so that he can make a good living. 

The next suggestion that i wish to make is that the Govemmeni thenibcl- 
ves should start spinning factories or mills m this country, spinning as opposed 
to weaving. Hand spinmng no doubt ought to be encouraged, but hand spin- 
ning alone would not be able to cope with the needs of the country and hand 
spun yarn alone would not make us self sufficient in the matter of cloth. Ho 
far as the textile mills for whom spindles are allowed are concerned, it must 
be made a condition precedent that not one yard of yarn they produce m the 
textile mills should go towards production of cloth in the mills themselves, 
all the yarn must be handed over to the handloom weavers alone. That con- 
dition might certainly be placed by the Government and that can bo ex.u tod 
from those persons to whom permits are granted 

The next point is this. So far it was said that there was not a laigei out- 
put of- yarn m any of these mill? on account of stiikes, reduction lu the 
number of hours of work and on account of the easy going manner in which 
workers are taking to this business That is what I found m a small brocliure 
which was circulated to the Memhers ot the Assembly issued by Mi 
Thackersay, the Chairman of the Textile' Control Board "by way of meeting 
certain criticisms levelled against the textile mill industry and the manner in 
which they were making unusually large and abnormal profits and working 
against the interest of consumers and hand loom weavers That plea 
was 111 refutation of the charges made against, them Now there is a 
reduction m the production of textiles by 7(K) million yards and the le.ison 
given is that owing to strikes, lessening the hours of work of labourers, .md 
owing to easy going manner in which the workers attend to their work all 
these factors have led to the reduction in tlie production of mill good- In 
finswei to this, T would only say that the onlv lemedy lies in the textile mill 
industry giving some incentive to the workers also to take a greater interest 
by giving them a share in the profits which the mill industry earns At 
present the mill industry is making abnormally huge profits Even the 
so-called small profits against winch they complain are also staggering profits 
according to us I do not know it all Honoiurable Members have got this bro- 
chure supplied to them I will refer to the profits which cotton mills have earned 
for the past few years In 1939, tliey distributed a dividend of 10 per cent 
Til 1940 it was again 10 per cent, in 1941, it was 14 per cent, in 1942, it was 
27 03 per cent, in 1943, 26 82 per cent, in 1944, it w'as 17 88 per cent, on account 
of the fact that there were strikes and so on. But it will be noticed that the 
percentage of dividend has steadily increased from 10 per cent to 26 and even 27' 
per cent The complaint of textile industry is that it is not earnniu a-, much 
dividend as the tea companie.s have declared. The percentage of dividi iid of 
tea companies rose from 14 per cent to 26 per cent or 25 per cent and m 1944 
the tea companies declared a dividend of 22 37 per cent as against cotton mills 
declaring 17 88 per cent That is the complaint ot the Chairman of the 
Textile Board, that whereas the tea industry got as much as 22 per cent, he 
got only 17 per cent in 1944, though in previous years, he got even more than 
tea industry, 27 against 26. That is the way in which this Chairman of the 
Textile Board tries to justify the scarcity of cloth and also tries to make out 
that he has made a lot of satrifice for the poor of this country. I say,' it is 
time we cry halt and the sooner such kind of gentlemen are removed from 
posts of responsibility, the better it is for this country. There is absolutely 
no justification why they should declare a dividend of more than 6 or 7 per 
cent What is the present rate of bank interest The Reserve Bank rate- 
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IS only about 3 per cent or even 2| per cent. By all means let the textile 
industry get double or even treble the bank rate. What is the justification 
tor having 26 per cent and even 27 per centi. That gentleman, the Chairman 
of the Textile Board sheds crocodile tears for the poor of this country. I 
would say that it is improper that the textile mill owner should walk away 
with all the profits that he makes from the consumer, he should at least dis- 
tribute a portion to the poor workers whose living conditions are most un- 
satisfactory In the interest of the larger production of yarn in this country 
and for the sake of handloom weavers, it is necessary that the Government 
should take steps to see that the textile workers who are taking time so easy 
ought to be given some other inducement and they should be made to work 
longer hours or if this is not possible under the statute, they should at leasH 
be induced to work more vigorously and show a greater output during the 
hours of work that they are working (rovernnient should introduce legis- 
lation compelling the textile industnalists to pay a portion of their profits as 
increased salary to workers Otherwise there is absolutely no chance of 
increasing the output of production of cloth or yarn in this country 

The next suggestion that J wish to make is that Government should open 
deiiots for sale of whatever yarn is available The fiovernnient should also 
see that whatever little varn that is released should reach the ultimate user, 
the handloom weaver I can narrate the instance which took place in front 
ot my house m my place, Chittoor Opposite to my house there is the 
Textile controller’s office One morning T saw about 20 or 30 women sitting 
in front of rny house I noticed them when I was just going to Court at 
eleven of the clock When I returned home at five o'clock, 1 saw them 
sitting still in front of the Textile controller's office I asked them what the 
matter was They s.ud they were all weavers and they had come to obtain 
permitte for yarns for handloooms T’hat was the first time I came to know 
that women also had to take permits for handloom yarn 1 was told that 
thev came to obtain permits for yarn and then they would sell the varn to 
the weaveis making a profit over the transaction 'fbus yon will see that in 
the matter of distribution of yarn cdso, theie is equal deficiency I am not 
casting any aspersion on the fair sex, there iii.iy he good women, there may 
be bad women, just as there are good men and bad men T am narrating 
this incident simply to show how even the small quantity of yarn does not 
reach the actual handloom weaver, but is allowed to be black marketted by 
the introduction of permits The suggestion was made by Mr. Thackersay 
hiinself to the Government of India that in order to see tliat the quantity 
reiiched the handloom w'eaver, the Government themselves must open shops 
wherein they wall sell vam As early as November 1941, the industry had 
put forward a seheme t)v which it was jiroposed that tJiey should supply yarn 
in shops managed by Government The then Member for Commerce and 
Industries, Sir, A Ramaswami Mudaliar called a conference of provincial 
government representatives and the scheme was discussed Neither the 
central government nor the provincial governments came forward to adopt) 
the above scheme for distribution of yarn in any form It is not fortunately 
‘Mudaliar’ that is in charge of the present Government Possibly on account 
of the office which he held then, he held those views I say times have 
ehanged, and it is for the Honourable Member who has taken his place tm 
see that so long as scarcity of yarn continues. Government themselves should 
open shops for selling yarn or at least entrust the sale of yarn to various co- 
operative societies and see to it that the co-operative societies only sell yarn 
to those weavers who become members thereof Another suggestion that 
T would like to make is that the Government should see that yam does not 
get into the States Even the small quantity of yarn that is now available 
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does not reach the handloom weavers, vigorous blackinarkettiug operations 
are going on on the borders of Madras province, overnight yarn is transpor- 
ted to the adjacent States of Mysore or Cochin. In order to avoid this 
smuggling, steps should be taken not to d’stribute yarn to middlemen who 
make huge profits, but give them directly to co-operative societies to be distri- 
buted only to members of co-operative societies There ought to be co- 
operative marketing This is an unusual fame, but 1 am not going to the 
length of suggestmg that the textile indusky as a whole should be taken over 
by the State. I would have urged that course, had I thought it necessary 
at the present juncture as in the case of food I would have suggested that 
cloth also ought to be managed by the State and that the entire social tahno 
ought not to be made to depend upon the whims, be they agriculturists or 
cloth producers like the mills My Honourable friend Prot Riing.i once sanl 
that unless you increase the wages ot agriculturists, there was going to be 
great trouble and strike A strike among agriculturists means killuig society 
I do not want that we should be placed at the tender mercies of the agricul- 
turists or textile mill owners U is high tune that Govermneut book stejis 

to compel for a short period at least some of the mills in Bombay and other 
industrial centres to produce onlv yarn and distribute them to the handloom 
weavers through the co-operative societies Let yarn be given only to 
member of co-operative societies, let all the cloth produced by them be collec- 
ted, let them be paid only fair wages lor their work, let the cloth also be 
marketted through co-operative societies This is a veiy easv matter to do 
fn my province of Madras fehev have instituted these co-operative societies 
and with proper working thev are bound to prove a success 

Pandit Lakahml Kanta Maitra (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) 
Kven in the case of co-operative societies, the yarn that is made over to co- 
oper.itive societies go into the blackmarket in the shape of (lovernment 
officers themselves 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: I am not ui the know of what takes 
place m his province He comes from a province against whose Govern- 
ment he says even government officers do black uiarketfang That is very 
unfortunate, if mothers themselves eat away their children there is no help 
'i’he serpent also eats its eggs There is no safeguard against that You 
must get rid of a government which behaves ui the way you say it does It 
the Government is bad, we are helpless 1 am taking' the case of goverii- 
nieiitis which normally function 1 know accusations h.ive been made against 
particular members of government, even in niy own pioviiice 1 find, Sir, 
that the co-operative societies aie working tauly and every attempt should 
he made to encourage cooperative concerns for the purpose of proper distri- 
bution. With regard to cloth, handloom clotli has become enormously dear, 
if the price has not gone up five hundred fames it has at least gone up five 
hundred per cent There is no justification tor this because the price of cloth 
has not been controlled except recently But before the contiol was intro- 
duced a dhoti was available for Its 8 and after the control you cannot get it 
for anythmg less than Ks 13 I do not know why they are giving such 
enormous sums to these middlemen Actually there are 24,000 weavers iii 
my district The weaver never wears a yard of cloth, he just wears a lang'tft ; 
and what he takes is not coffee or tea but from morning to evening, twenty 
times m the day, he takes nee gruel with a pinch of salt He lives in a 
thatched cottage, his wife goes and picks up dry leaves which she uses/as 
fuel The producer tihus lives in abject poverty and his wife and children 

all work together, and they live under such conditions It is the middle- 
man who does not put forth any kind of energy who takes away all the pro- 
fits. I therefore urge that there should be a change and I appeal to Go- 

vernment. I have myself tried to find out a solution for this, the onlv 
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holutioii that strikes me is to set up co-operative societies or Government 
should take charge during this critical period , have only spinning mills and 
not cotton mills, ask the regular mills not to produce cloth up to 40 counts. 
'Ihese are the few suggestions that 1 will humbly place for the Honourable 
Member’s consideration and acceptance, and 1 hope that as oiie ul our 
ablest administrators he Mill relieve us from this difficulty ere long. 

Dr. 2ka Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions- Muhara- 
ni.idan llural) Sir My Honourable friend Syed Gluilarn Bhik Nairang raised this 
question on the 3Ist Januaiy last year and we thought some progress might 
have been made in tins diioetion since then but I find that after the lapse of 
14 months the position is the same and nothing has been done by Government. 
'J'he reason, ns 1 said then -and 1 repeat it now — is that in the matter of 
text'les it is the industry that iiiles the Go\eranient and Government does not 
iiile the iiidnstiy If that position is not reversed there is no hope for the 
poor peojile in this coiintrv who Ini- fiom hand to mouth My Honourable 
friend I’rof Haitg.i comes trnni a iiroviiiie wheie the Iiaridloom industry w.a& 
once in the most fiomishing eondition and iny provinee came next, and it so 
happens tthat most of the looms iu> situ.ited m mv own constituency The 
(lifficiiltv IS that the •liaiidloom industry is growing m importance but is being 
impoveushed from vlay to dav by textile nulls My Honourable friend will 
have notired that the Kesettlenieiit Dircetoi.ibc is establishing cottage mdiis- 
Ines eveiv where and the h.indlooms are most popiilai with the deinohilised 
soldiers heeaiise in their homes they can augment then income through this 
mdiistrv The point of view whicli fJovernnient have .ihvavs overlooked is 
that h.indloom industrv is most iiopnlai witli our villagers, because for eight 
months 111 the year thev have nothing to do and they can utilise this time on 
the looms and derive .m additional income We have been pressing here 
th.it the income of the people should be increased, we pointed out that the 
per caplin income m this coiintrv is only Rs 64 per annum, and when vou 
count the large nnniber of inillionaries it will come to a veiy insignificant figure. 
Their purchasing power should ho, raised not oiilv in then own interest hut in 
the interest of the industry itself because tlie industry will fiourisli with grc.iter 
purchasing power in the bands of these people So from the economic point 
of view and in order to find employment for a large miinber of people 1 sug- 
gest that the Honourable Member in charge should take special care for the 
deve'opment of the handloom industry which is just now at its lowest ebb 
The competitors of the textile factories me these h.indloom w’lnivers but the 
raw material of these weavers is m the hands of their cornjietitors This 
(losition IS economically nnsoimd and politicallv^ dangerous These handloom 
w-eavers should be leheved of their troubles and difficulties due to the undue 
action of their competitors Let. spinning factories be established separately 
from the weaving factories 4t present all these manufacturers always pro- 
duce yarn , if thev produce it. for themselve.s T do not mind Tn sugar mills 
some factories like to have their own farms in order to save the trouble of ex- 
port : in the same wav if these textile mills want to produce yam for their own 
use let them do so But Government should look after the production of yam 
for the handloom industry The present production of cotton in India is 
about SIX million bales and we consume four million bales for our mills, the 
rest being perhaps exported to foreign countries T think Government should 
determine how much cotton should be given to these manufacturers out of 
these six million bales that we produce Let them have half of it; the le- 
maining three million bales should be given to the handloom weavers, and 
this production of yarn should not be left to the textile mills. Let' them 

spin and weave their three million bales; but Government should look after 
these poor weavers and establish spinning factories at different places in order 
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to provide cheap yarn to these tiandloom weavers liS.ouieUme ago they star- 
ted a new mode ol distribution among various provinces and ditterent metnods 
were suggested. Most oi these were located near the textile factories be- 
cause they produce the raw material 1 suggest that we should see tUe pro- 
duction oi cotton, and we should try to spin it in those very provinces where 
it lb produced, and then it may be distributed in an equitable manner amongst 
various other provinces. This is one of the most important things which the 
present Government has to do, and li they succeed — of which i am extremely 
doubtful, because their scissors are not sharp enough to cut through the 
pockets of these big textile inaiiufacturers— but it they succeed it will be 
feather in their cap. Once on the floor of the house, 1 pointed out to 
Sir George Schuster that these textile manufacturers are not m his pocket, 
but he (Sir George Schuster) was m the pocket ot textile manufacturers. He 
retorted that he will have a pair of scissors and will get out of their pocket 
immediately I I could not retort at that time, but I do it now that the 
scissors of our Government are not sharp enough to do that. They are there, 
and they will remain there until the economic conditions are changed in this 
country Government have to look after the interests of handloom industry 
as this IS one of the most important problems In this connection may I 
point out) that whenever we made an attempt to get a licence for establishing 
spiimmg industry, the Government have invariably refused to give licences 
Charkha was supposed to be good enough for them. I approached the pre- 
decessor of my Honourable friend, — Mr. Waugh, — for a licence but he refused 
to give, and so lie left us at the mercy of these textile miUowners. If my 
Honourable friend succeeds in this he shall have afforded great relief to the 
handloom vveaveis Give them their share of cotton and let them spin and 
weave Establish separate spinning factories, this should be done either 
by the Government or they should ask the handloom weaVeis to do it In 
many places they are prepared to establish their own sp'nnmg mills. In my 
constituency, for instance, there are four places where the handloom weavers 
are prepared to do so provided the Government would is^ue them licences, or 
abolish the system of licenses altogether It seems the Government are 
embarking on a new scheme of receiving a fee for issuing permits Well, 
people in my constituency — at least m four places — are prepared to pay this 
pvgref provided the licences are giving to them I arn sure my Honourable 
friend, Mr Ayyangar, will be able to produce a number of persons in his own 
provinces who would be prepared to pay this pugrec 

Sri M. Aiuntbasayanam Ayyangar: Don’t ask me to produce; I will col- 
lect money from them 

Dr. Zia TTddin Ahmad: I think I used the wrong word for my Honourable 
friend However, these people are so much terrorized, and tlip\ are so much 
in agony and trouble, that they are prepared to pay any price 

Then, Sir, I may point out that pressure will be brought to bear on the 
Honourable Member m a different manner. They are est.iblishing handloom 
industries in various depots opened by the Itesettleincnt Directorate, but 
they will not be able to get yarn to run these factories Veiy soon they will 
demand that they should be permitted to have their own factories I hope 
that this would be the policy of the Government to help in the production of 
as much yarn as possible We have got, as I have already pointed out, six 
million bales. Why export anything? If we can turn them into yam in 
our own country and provide living to our own people, why should we not make 
the clpth ourselves both by handlooms and mills and export it instead of export- 
ing either cotton or yam. We do not want to attack the manufacturers. Let 
them live, but we request them to adopt the policy of ‘Live and let Live’. With 
these few words, Sir, I support the motion 
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Mr, P. B. Oole (Berar. Non-Muhanunadauj Mr Fresidaut, 1 support 
tills motiou which has been very ably supported by iiiy Honourable friend, 
Mr. Ayyangar In fact I entirely endorse everj word of whut he has said. 
1 do not propose to take much time of the House in dilating upon tins subject, 
but I wish to bring to the notice of the House the grievaiices that have been 
felt by weavers in the Central Provinces and Berar 1 find that whereas in 
1937-38 1,160 million lbs of yarn was being spun in the textile mills — 1 am 
quoting from the small leaflet which has been distributed by Mr. Thakersay— 
in lltl.l-IO the total output of yam was 1,614 million lbs Therefore you will 
bee th.it whereas before the war 1,100 million lbs. of yarn was being turned 
out, 1,600 million lbs is being turned out now 1 know' that in 1937-38, the 
Nagpur Textile Mills sent yam to China after supplying the needs of all the 
weavers in the Central Provinces and Berar Today 1 find that all the wea- 
vers in this province are finding it extremely difficult to get yarn I am 
refeir-ng to the fo-operati\e societies in my province There are Weavers’ 
Co-operative societies and I know that the policy of the Covernmetn is to 
encourage co-operative societies, but I do not understand how these societies 
find it difficult to obtain yam 1 have received many complaints from these 
co-operative societies because I happen to have connections with the co-opera- 
tivo movement in C P and Berar The main complaint is that instead of 
giving this distribution of yarn to the co-operative societies or to the Registrar 
of co-operative Societies, the yarn is being distributed through what is called 
the usual tli'ade channel Now what happens is that these ‘usual trade chan- 
nels’ are accustomed to deal in blacumarketing These persons are not wea- 
vers , they are agents and they distribute yarn to persons who take away the 
yarn in the black market The Weavers' Co-operalive Societies, although 
they have been encouraged from lime to time, by the Provincial Government, 
hnd it extremely difficult to get the yarn Even the Registrar Co-operative 
Societies finds it extremely difficult to induce the Textiles Commissioner to 
hand over the distribution of yarn to the Registrar Co-operative societies 1 
do not understand why these so called 'usual trade channels are being pre- 
ferred to even a senior Government officer like the Register, Co-operative 
Societies That is what is happening in the Central Provinces and Berar 
whereas Weavers’ Co-operative Societies do not get any yarn, other persons, 
who are the agents of ’ordinary tr.ade channels’ get these bales of yarn and 
distribute them to some one — we do not know where it goes The result is 
that all tliese weavers — probably the Honourable Member in charge is aware 
that Nagpur is a great centre where very good cloth is made — find it difficult 
to get yarn The Textile.s Commissioner is not moving an inch although the 
Registrar of Co-operative Societies is pressing that yam should be distributed 
through him I want the Honourable Member to give his attention to this 
question When the Government themselves want to undertake this distri- 
bution work m order that the workers may get a steady supply of yam for 
their work, it is no use handing over the distribution of yarn to ordinary trade 
channels 


I would draw the attention of the Honourable Member to another fact. 
Whereas formerly, for instance last year, Rs. 5 lakhs were provided for as 
grants for the weaving co-operative societies, this year this grant has been 
taken away I would like to know whether the Government want to en- 
courage these weavers’ Co-operative Societies or not. If the Government’s 
policy is to encourage these oo-operative societies, how is it tihat this year, 
particularly, this grant of five lakhs has been taken away. hCay I asi^ the 
Honourable Member to see that the oo-operative movement, especially ih the 
cage of the weayerg, ig enooui;<uted benause thav are eerving a vei^ 
purpose In rural areas. Therefore 1 sunnort wie ino;i;W{i tm eolj moTefi by wy 
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Honourable friend and 1 hope the Honourable Member m Charge will take, 
care to see that at least the Weavers’ Co-operative Societies do not suffer for 
want of yam 

SrM]at Bohln i Kosur ObandJinil (Assam Valley. Non-Muhammadan) 
Sir, I rise to support the motion. The miserable condition of the people of my 
province so far as the shortage of cloth and yarn are concerned is not unknown 
to the Honourable Member in charge. My Honourable friend Mr Karmarkar 
complained bitterly yesterday that m his district of Kamatak, there was not 
a single mjU, that in his district there is a large number of handlooms but a 
very small quantity of yam was allotted to them But the House, I am sure 
will be surprised to learn that in the entire province of Assam there is not a 
single cloth mill though m every household on the average there are at least 
two looms working. There are no professional weavers m my province Every 
woman or girl m our household weaves her own cloth In our part of the 
country the ehgibility of a girl for a good bridegroom does not depend on the 
dowry which her parents are prepared to pay nor on her fashionable dress, hei 
ability to use lipsticks, nor on her bright-coloured flowing sares or her silken 
pyjamas but it depends on her skill in weaving and the skill with which she 
can weave her embroidery 

Shrl 8ll PnkM* (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Rural). What a happy province I 

Sreejut Hohlsi Kunutr Ohaudhuri: Tt was indeed so Pandit Malaviva of 
revered memory when he went to Asarn in the early days of the Non-Co- 
operation Movement, was struck very much by the uncoloured cloth woven bv 
our women He said that here at least in Assam Satyajuga was still lingering 
Mahatma Gandhi paid tha same encomium to our women folk Even Pandit 
Nehru would have made the same remark about them if he had only cared 
to look at them But those looms have stopped working If iny Honourable 
friend the Member in Charge visits Assam I am afraid he will find mstead of 
the simple women folk of old who wove their own cloth, a different set (u 
women wearing all sorts of fashionable dress of imported silk with lipstick and 
other feminine adjuncts I do not know whether he would like to see them m 
their present condition or as they were before, which evoked the admiration 
of Mahattma Gandhi and Pandit Malaviya. 

Shrl Sri Fr«kM»: It depends on one’s mood I 

Sreejut Sohini Kunur Ohaudhuri: Certainly, but I believe that Honourable 
Member would like our women folk to weave their own cloth and lead a simple 
life. I would therefore request the Honourable Member to allot a larger quoU 
of yam to our Provmce of Assam and also see that mills give us some spmdles as 
soon as possible, so that at any rate the Spinnmg mills may be started The 
austerity of my Honourable friend enable me to hope that our women folk shall 
get more yam for weaving their cloth. 

Sevenl HonountdB lEemberu: The questlion be put. 

lb. Prendent: The question is: 

“That the question be now pot.” 

The motion was adopted. 

nie Honourable Sri 0. BajagopaLaelurl (Member for Industries and 
Supplies): Bir, I am rather puzzled whether to express my full sympathy with 
what has been said and leave it at that or to deal with the actual difficulties of 
the situation There is a stone wall against which this problem has to struggle 

Honourable Members referred to conflict and competition between the 
millowners and mill production and the handloom weavers This problem has 
not been taken up by me only as a member of the Government. 1 have b'epu 
in the'nudst of weavers for a considerable length of time. From the time, if 
1 may say so, when I was able tto imderstand things I have been among 
areaven. Beferenoe wm made among many other plaees to Salem, to which 
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1 belong and where I think the population of handloom weavers is probably the 
largest m this country. 1 ana able to understand the difficulties of the weavers 
not only in the gcnetai way which legislators are used to, but I have for more 
than ten years with iny own hands given yam to weavers and got cloth from 
the weavers and have tried to see them properly employed Having been 
intimately associati'd with this kind of work 1 know that all that has been said 
in the House today is true and all that has been said is important 

Once upon a tune the coinpetition was between the millownets and the 
handloom weavers T wish at this point to say something which Honourable 
Members do not appear to have realised Once upon a time this competition 
was very keen and 1 was among the few who w'ere actively eoiicemed m getting 
the mills not to make course cloth and getting the handloom weavers to have 
nioic yarn Then was the time when we had foreign cloth and foreign yam ns 
also indigenous mill production The handloom w'eaver? were up against an 
an ay of very powerful forces then but today the position is somewhat different 
There is practically no foreign cloth and there is practically no foreign yarn and 
w.th the two wings of this industry — mill production as well as handloom pro- 
duction — taken together, we are still having a shortage of cloth in this country 
1 know the time when the mills were objects of trouble to the handloom 
weavers Today that is not the case it is slightly different The mills are 
jiroduoing yarn, some of them only yam and some of them produce both yarn 
and cloth The composite mills (that is those which produce both yarn and 
cloth) are using up piactically all the yam that they produce When I say that 
invvhody does anything, it should be taken with this qualification practically 
though not wholly The composite mills are practically using up all the yam 
that they produce in their own mills There are, however, mills which are 
producing only yam The present situation is that all that yam which is pro- 
duced by spinning mills in the southern part of India is not at the disposal of 
the handloom weavers of that area The yarn produced in the south 
has f» feed all the handlooms throughout India, inclusive of the 
handlooms in the south The mills in Bombay and Ahmedabad and other 
places lip here are using practically all the yam that they produce. There 
IS therefore firstly a shortage of cloth for the whole countiry, and secondly a 
shortage of yam for full capacity of the handloom weavers At present it is 
not as if the millowners take something to make it difficult for the handloom 
weaver and which if we set right, everything will go on well Both together are, 
not able to do what we have to get done for the whole eountry That is the 
po'iition. 

I>r. Zia Uddin Ahmad: Why not spin more yam ? 

The Honourable Sri O. Raiagopalachari’.When I finished, Hon’ble members 
will rind considerable room for agreement with me even as I have found consi- 
derable agreement with what has been said all the time this morning and 
yesterday evening The mover of the cut motion confined himself rigorously, 
and very succinctly he expressed his points about the motion itself, namely 
the question of the supply of yarn to the handloom weavers But in the later 
part of the debate we have launched out into the dividends earned by the 
millowners and various other topics which are more matters of general observa- 
tion than having anything to do with the supply of yam to the handloom weavers. 
Now, I wish to take not more time than necessary. I wish to deal only with 
the motion. 

Sil M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: On a point of personal explanation, Sir 
It was .'or the purpose of saying that unless you pay the labourer... 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ealagopalachari: I do not question the relevancy. 
But I am explaining mv own reasons for not talking on subjects other than 
the supply of yarn for the handloom weavers, on subjeots aeeooieted with the 
motion but very distantly 
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The yarn that is available for haadlooms today, if India is taken as a whole, 
IS a fourth of the entire production of yarn in the mills of the country. That 
is the quantity placed at the disposal of the handlooms It is a little more 
than a fourth. It is nearer 28 per cent than 25 per cent About a fourth of 
the entire mill yam production of the country is placed at the disposal of the 
hiuidlooms today Now, 80 thousand bales — T am giving round figures— ^each 
bile weighing 400 lbs, of yam sent round every month for the use of the 
h.andloorii weavers. The distribution is made tins way It is sent to each 
province according to an allotment arrived at after considerable calculation as 
to the rights and the wrongs of the position Each province gets a certain 
fixed quota — each province and not individual dealers, let it be remembered. 
80 thousand bales per month are distributed in tins manner among the hand- 
loom weavers of India through the various provincial governments and the 
States. The distribution in the provinces is entirely in the hands of the 
Provincial Governments 

Much was said about the co-operative societies through which this could 
be done, or private dealers through which this was being done, and the diffi- 
cn’ties arisuig out of this or that method of distribution. This is entirely left 
to the Provincial Governments, and I think that it would be difficult for me 
tG deal w’ltli the proprieties and the rights and the wrongs of the various 
measures taken by the various Provincial Governments Noteable reference 
w as made to the method recently attempted to be adopted m Madras for getting 
the distribution done through co-operative societies. It is not for me to judge 
it or to take up any part of the time of the House over that matter I shall 
content myself with saying that this question of distribution in the Province 
of yam to the handloom weavers is within the full discretion of the Provinces, 
.md if Honourable Members will assist in that direction they can get the 
Provincial Governments to make whatever reforms they think fit in regard to 
this matter I need not take up the time of the House with the success or 
the failure of the various methods As long as character remains where it 
floes, there are difficulties whether you employ one agency or another agenev 
T onlv wish to say that I am not a stranger to the co-operative movement and 
T know also the difficulties of distribution and co-oiicrative marketing 1 .also 
know the black-marketing that will arise in \arious forms, whatever ma\ be 
the distribution system The point is what is ultimately the quantity of yarn 
that is available The evils refeired to by Honourable Members are all trace- 
.ible to the shortage of supply perhaps even more than to defects in character 
Therefore we must look to production I said already a fourth of the yarn 
lirofliu-tion or a little more than a fourth, is now being made available for hand- 
lootn weavers T know very well that the handloom weavers do not work to 
full eapacitv woth this varn 

Prof. N. O. Ranga (Gmitnv rum Nellore Non-Muliaiiimndnn Eural) It 
IS only one- third 

The Honourable Sri 0. Raiagopalachail: I know it may truly be said to be 
.1 third or a half If, we make a very conservative calculation, we would 
have to double this supply That is to say, instead of supplying 80 thousand 
bales a month to the handloom weavers we will have to supply an additional 
00 thousand bales per month if we wish to do fairly w-ell b\ the handloom 
weavers There are about 2 million looms, in the country If we wish to give 
full capacity raw material to the handloom weavers we will have to give 170 
thousand and odd bales to them per month If we do this out of the existing 
mill yarn available in the country, we would have to double the quantity that 
is now being distributed That means, so far as the composite mills are con 
cerned, they would be reduced to less than half of their present weaving pro- 
duction. '^hey will have to go down to nearly 30 or 40 per cent of their present 
limit of production. That is not easy to do. Many Honourable Members 
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realising this suggest various measureb One suggestion is this: let the State 
start spinning mills and produce yarn which should be reserved for the sole 
use of the handloom weavers. A very good suggestion I think it is a very 
good suggestion ior Provincial Governments. It is also a good suggestion for 
pi-ovinces where there are large numbers ot handloom weavers, for takmg up 
somj existing spining mills and nursmg tHem and bringing them up to the proper 
level 1 do uot say that the Ceiiti-al Govemmei^may not do it But I say it is 
a htier thing lor the Provincial Governments to do The Central Government 
has to take up the question of steel, the question of coal, the question of trans- 
port and many other matters, and I humbl\ suggest to Honourable Membets 
who are interested m this matter and who are keen upon nationalismg various 
mdustiies that this industry is ot a size and qualits which should fall more 
within the competence of the Provincial Goverumeiits But this is by the 
way. 

Without producing more yarn, I was trying to show, that it is not possible 
to meet the situation satisfactorily Of course we cau take measures to make 
nulls gh from hue to coaise, so that they might produce more yarn and save 
more yarn toi distribution to luiudloom weavers. These are jiossible measures, 

1 admit uud the matter is hemg \eiy seriously and earnestly examined m my 
department w'lth the help ot all people concerned I might assure Honourable 
Members that during the last tew weeks 1 have been doing noihiug but think- 
ing on this subject, uot because of this motion or this debate but as a matter 
of ordinary routine work pertaining to the department This is the intensive 
work we have taken on hand just now' We wish to find out by what means, 
either by way oi regulation ot cloth production in the nulls or by going down 
from fine to coarse or by any other means of pressure, influence or even 
coercion we could get more yarn out for the handloom weavers Because 1 
am convinced of one thing, — even though the conviction of Honourable Mem- 
bers is very strong in this matter, I may claim that my collection is even 
stronger in tins lespect, — the immediate short term plan of producing mote 
cloth can only be achieved through the handloonis The mills will take time 
to get new muchineiv foi e.xpansion The mills will take time to influence, 
tiiul bring lound laboiii to rationalised production but the handloom is ready 
there The skill is there The instrument is there There is no question of 
sliortagc, of labour The man, and the women and the children, I know are 
ready and willing to w'ork day and night There is no trade union which can 
make the handloom weaver cut down his working hours. His work is not 
limited to any particular number of hours I know this, as I have lived 
among them ill the night, you can hear the fly shuttle moving You can 
hear the noise right through the night if you live among them T know that 
big production through the handloom is ready to hand if only we give them 
yarn and you arc prepared to pay for it The jirobleni is how- to give them 
yarn We know the number of looms available We know that they can 
weave so much per dav, if we give them yam. If there is any prospect of 
increasing cloth production within the year or within the next year, it can 
only be done I feel through the handloom The only problem is how to get 
the yam to the handloom weaver The solution of robbing Peter to pay Paul 
will not do; in the interests of the country Peter and Paul are both the same, 
in the sense that the total production has to be looked after. That is what I 
meant when I refer to Peter and Paul It is not my intention of making any 
racial or class or other distinction. I have in mind the production of cloth 
as a whole If we take away the yarn from the mill, we must reduce the 
cloth production of the mill to that extent. We must produce » new and 
make a little more effort to get more yam free out of the mill- by regulating 
the mill production These are the w'ays in which we can deal- with the 
matter. 
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Now, I would like Honourable Members to think a little further in this 
direotlon. Today we are producing, as was pointed out, 16 hundred million 
pounds of yarn, out of which 12 hunted millions are being used up by the mills 
themselves and the remainder is being distributed mostly among handlooms, 
because the "power-looms" may be neglected m this connection as not of 
much account. The new mills will take time to be set up and to start working. 

Sri K. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: Can’t you allot all the new spindles 
for the spinning mills I* 

The Honourable Sri O. Rajagopalachaii: That is a long term plan but the 
previous Government reserved for hand-looms the same proportion, namely, 
25 per cent of the out put of the new spindlage. The suggestion that the 
entire expansion may be reserved for hand looms is certainly worth considera- 
tion. In the case of expansion of spindlage where they are only spmnmg, it 
will certainly be available for handlooms as it is now; but the question of 
spindlage jo. composite mills will also have to be taken into consideration in 
connection with the suggestion just- now made. The questaon will arise as to 
whether the whole of that new yam must be made free for handlooms We 
shall have to examine more details in that connection but m any case the e.'c- 
jiansion will take time 

I therefore see no other way except the old proposition, the very old pro- 
position, so far as I am concerned, that so long as the handlooms are linked 
up to the nulls, the trouble will be there, lii the old days the trouble was 
competition Today the trouble is not competition, want of adequate quantum 
ol production. One depends on the other and the yarn produced now is practi- 
cally all taken up by the mills themselves and there is no yam left So that, 
you are Imked to a partner who uses up all the raw materials 

So the basic thmg that we must resort to is hand spinning Here is the 
charka, here are the two hands. The skill is easily available You can with 
these factors produce yarn m abundance throughout the country. A certain 
amount of regulation and guidance is necessary in order to see that good and 
sound yarn is produced That is the only solution which appears to me to 
be possible so long as foreign yam is not to come into this country and so long 
as foreign cloth is not to come into this country Mathematically I am 
cniinng to this, not because 1 am wedded to a particular method or a particular 
fact The facts are there and w’e can see what the position is It may be 
.■,aid by the Maclmio party — ‘let there be more spmnmg nulls and let them 
produce at a quicker rate good and sound y^rn through the machine’. That 
is a sound proposition I admit but it is a long term plan. 

Mr. ProBident'. The Honourable Member can continue his speech after 
Lunch 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two_ of the Clock. 


'I'he Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, M*. 
President (the Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) in the Chair 


Mr. Prealdent: I have received a communication from the Honourable the 
Education Member in which he says: 

“I am very sorry that during the question hour today I left before the final 

question in my name had been answered I answered what I thought was 

my last question and left. I request you to convey my regret to the House for 
my unintentional absence.” ’ 

Honourable Sri 0. Raiagopalacharl: Sir, I was setting forth the diffi- 
culties in the wav of supplying a sufficient quantity oi yam to the handlooms. 
It is no longer, I said, a case of ocMiffiob arising out of competition with either 
foreign cloth or with mill-cloth. But it is a difficulty euising out of the total 
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shortagt) in the suppljr of ^am We Will have to struggle against this' on all 
fronts. We must increase the total output of yam and for that reason ' we 
will have to utilise all our resources Some suggestions have been made and 
I am having them examined whether we can requisition a certain quota of 
yam trom even composite mills and place it at the disposal of handloom 
weavers, as a first charge on the production of yam in the mills. That will 
not be mere coercion. It is that kind of pressure which may ^ provoke further 
efforts in re-udjusting production m the mills. It might lead to gomg from 
flue to coarse and it might lead, on the whole, to an increased produotiMi not 
only of \arn but of cloth also. It is also possible to adjust a few other things 
into which I need not go just now by which we might get a little more of 
yarn from the mills for the sake of handloom weavers But, as I said, the 
mor-^ effective and immediate step seems to me to tap anothei source which 
we have not hitherto been doing, and that is getting the yarn from the cottages 
' in addition to getting it from the mills themselves There is no competitive con- 
flict now. All our efforts must be to produce a larger amount of yarn. So, 
the cottage yam, the handspun vum, will go to supplement and it is such as 

W’ can get straightaway into working operation, if only we put our shoulden-s 

to the w'heels It should really be considered — and I take this opportunity 
of rt fen ing to it — a matter of disgrace that anybody who can afford it should 
wear the mill ch/th which of right belongs to the poor man It should be con- 
sideied a matter of fashion and a matter of dignity to wear hand-spun and 
hand-woven cloth It is only then that we will be able to get more yam out 
into the looms from all sources possible. There is ready to hand a simple 
machine and a form of labour which can give us the cloth that we require if 
only make special efforts in these directions My colleagues and I will make 
our best endeavour, on the whole, to get more yarn for the handloom weaver 

and to help him m every wav It is not merely a matter of concern for the 

hmidloom weaver and for his occupation but it has become today a coneern for 
the wliole nation as to the amount of cloth that we require and which we do 
not nave Therefore, it is not condescension on onr part to help the handloom 
weaver, it our own iiecessity that drives the Government to do everything 
possible for its production Therefore, it is necessary that wo should make 
everv endeavour to get more cloth out of the handloom and more yarn for tin' 
hniidloora 


rieffrencp h.as been made ni the course of the observations made by the 
Stover of tins eu( motion to the export of varn He rightlv said that we should 
not expoit v>n-> when w'e .are so much short of it otirselves for our own hand- 
looms But there are alwavg two sides to evervthing To what places are we 
to Members may not perhaps know that it is onlv 

to iNep.il, Xfgh.nnistan. some Arabian States on the Persian Gulf that we are 
exporting n little yarn for the handlooms of those countries The yam that 
toL'^'r^^rn*' sending about 320 

OR Vins Aroian States on the Persian Gulf 

-3 t.ins, trltogether we send 478 tons of yanf. This is nothing. We must 
sViTlfn cannot cut off all connections with our neighbours We 

not look upon. this as anv serious inroad into our eeonomv Honourable 
Members should not mind this insiguifieant export to our neighbour^ for the 
purpose of helping the poor people in those parts of the world ^ 

“port of to B„™, 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ralaeopalachari* Hn- . * 

Biirma or to Indonesia (An Honourable Member- "Theresia ’'som* 
going on.”')^ That is a different matter. ^ ® smuggling 

Then, Sir, coming to the actual proposition which tho xr 

of this cut motion had in mind, namely. Uiat we should in^rease^i' supply 
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of yam to the haadlooms by a third. That is to say, a third of the yatm output 
should be given instead, of a fourth. Tt comes to the same thing. We should 
increase the present supply of 82,000 bales by one-third. I think Government 
will bi able to manage it and I have great plaesure in assuring Honourable 
Meinbets that an attempt will be made in that direction. The figure given in 
the cut motion can be reached with a little difficulty; it is not impracticable. 
But my e&rts should be to make a little more than that, to give the handloom 
weavers more than what is proposed in the out motion. 

Sri V. C. VeUlngiri Oounder (Salen and Coimbatore cum North Arcot. Non- 
Mubannnadan Bural): What about the export ot cloth £b other countries? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ba]agopalachari: Export of cloth is not in the uiotion 
and you would not like me to go into that just now. The export of cloth is 
insignificant, but tliat is not m the present motion, and I need not take up 
the tune of the House over that. Then reference was made to the actual dis- 
tiibutiofi within the provmces. 1 have aheady said that it is entnely withm 
the discretion of provincial governments. I may inform Honourable Members 
that I have been able to make specific enquiry and ascertain that in provmces 
where Government employ co-operative societies, the Textile Commissioner 
directly puts yarn m charge of those co-operative societies. If the provincial 
governments make legitimate efforts, they can see that the yam is distributed 
by co-operative societies. There is no difficulty in this whatsoe\'er But it is 
not leallv mal-distribution that is at the bottom of the trouble. There is 
d great (Teal ot competition on .iccount of shortage, among the weavers them- 
sel\e.i and there is black inarketting and wrong piactiees indulged in. But 
tlie solution lies not in just changing the machinery. The solution lies , in 
increasing the amount of yam that is available when these rrialpractlces will 
go down. Whether it is the trader who puts a small commission on his yam 
or whether it is the co-operative society that distributes it, when there is plenty 
of supply there wdl lie no difficulty in the position. When there is want of 
suiiply, difficulty wdl be felt whatever be the machinery that we may set up. 
Kegarding the co-opeiative machinery for distnbution within the provuice, as 
1 have said," we have no objection whatsoever. If in the circumstances of a 
l.roiiiico, it is felt thirt co-operative societies might work better, well and good. 
Honourable Members must, convince their respective provmcial govemments 
and the people concerned in regard to this matter I might mention that hand- 
loorn weavers are on the whole better off now than they wore before There 
Is no control over the price of handloom products By increase in prices, the 
liaudluom weavers have greatlv benefitted It is only recentlv that in one or 
two provinces attempts were made to put » price control upon handloom pro- 
d lilts, but those attempts have ncA succeeded very much so far as 1 am aware 
X)n the contrary it has led to increase m prices at which the cloth is available 
to the people. Eestrictions sometimes act in that manner I do not advocate 
jince control over handloom cloth because it will be very difficult to enforce this 
regulation and harassment to the handloom weavers would be much more than 
any advantage that you will be able to get out of it. That is the reason why 
practically no province has attempted to put a control on price of handloom 
products On account of shortage of yarn and on account of increase in the 
price of handloom products, there is increased competition between one hand- 
loom weaver and another, and hence a great deal has been heard about corrupt 
piacticee and maldistribution As I have alreadv said, it is shortage that is art 
the bottom of it and that will be looked into 

Finally, I may say that T am not behind anv Members of this House in my 
sympathy, and the Government as a whole are in full sympathy with the hand- 
loom weavers and feel necessitv to improve their condition. In increasing pro- 
duction bv handloom weavers lies the only way of immediately improving the 
oloth supply in this country I hope with tWs assurance that we will put forth 
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our best efforts to imi>iove the handloom weaver’s position, the Honourable 
Member will withdraw bis Motion. 

Mr. Tamizuddin Khan: What about Uovemmeiit establishing in future 
spinning mills Tliut is what the Honourable Member waa going to say, tut 
he did not sa\ nii\ tiling delinitely. Or in the alternative what about Govern 
rneiit (hsiribiitiug far as possible to various provinces spindles on condition 
that only spinning mills should be established and that they should set apart 
a eel tain portion of tlieir products for handloom weavers 

The Honourable Sri 0. Hajagopaliachari : Everything will be done in that 
diu'otion as fast as possible I have no objection whatever to the plan suggested 
by the Honourable Membei The thing is, it may not have immediate effect 
in legard to the handloom iioaition As I h-ave alreadv said the opening of 
new nails is a detimte plan and it vdl be taken up, but for the present we will 
have to concentrate on how to get more yarn out of the exsiting machinery 
availfiDle. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Have the Govemraent evolved any 
scheme to incietise linnd spinning and production of hand spun yam? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ra]agopalachari: If the question is with reference 
to the Central (roveinment, the answer is, no. Sir. except by way of pfomotion 

Prof. N. O. Ranga; What do Gc/vernment propose to do to promote it? 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh (Choi a Nagpur Division- Non-Muhammadan) T 
want to know whether Government aie taking any practical steps to meet the 
situation? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: That is what I have been trying 
to say that Government are taking practical and immediate steps in order to 
get more yam available to handloom weavers 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh; What are those steps? 

The Honourable Sir 0. Rajagopalachari: The steps tliat I referred to are all 
directly concerned with the production of vam. I hope Honburab'le Members 
will leave the matter to be thrashed out and not meielv spun out in a speech 

Syed Ohulam Bhlk Nairang (East Punjab: Muhammadan) In view of the 
assurance given bv the Honourable Member. I beg leave to withdraw the 
motion, 

The cut motion w.is b\ leave of the Assembly withdrawn 


Marking of price and control on cotton cloth produced hij the Indian mills 

Mr. Muhammad Naum&n (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Orissa- Mubam-* 
madflij) ■ Sir, I move 

"That the demand under the head ‘Depaitment of Industries and Supplies’ be reduced 
by Rs 100 ” 

Sir, T move tins eut motion in order to elicit information from Government as 
to the p.n-tienlar jiolicv adopted in the matter of marking jince on mill products 
of Indian mills m this country Even in 1945, I raised this issue T would 
refer the Honourable Member to the speech I mode on that occasion. I do not 
want to repeat all the arguments I advanced at that time. They will be found 
on page 132.'5 of the Debates of 1945. I displayed at that time certain pieces of 
muslin and long cloth and I then pointed out that for superior stuff, lower value 
was marked and for inferior stuff higher value was marked. We are not able to 
understand the mvstenous process adopted by the authority which does this in 
marking the prices At that time the Member in charge was Sir Azizul 
Huqup and he could not give satisfactory explanation. I thougbt it was the 
Textile Commissioner who was doing this, but the Honourable Member denied 
that it was the Textile Commissioner. He said that it was some other officer 
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who was responsible for marking of prices. Of course like the irresponsible 
Executive Councillor that he wm, he did not do anything to remove this 
anomaly. I would again try to impress upon this House the vagaries that are 
followed in marking prices by displaying a piece of cloth that I have brought 
with me. On this piece of cloth, it is marked retail price is 7 as. 6 ps. a yard; 
but as soon at it is printed — I do not know whether the colour is fast— the retail 
price marked is Es. 1-14-0. The retail price of a coloured piece does not bear 
any comparison to the retail price of the same stufi when it is not coloured. I 
cannot understand how one and the same stuff can become so expensive when it 
IS coloured. What are the factors which go to contribute for the sudden jump in 
prices, I leave it to Honourable Members to find out I have particularly got 
this specimen to impress upon the Honourabele Member in charge that prices 
should range on a certain basis and should rest on certain principles For print- 
ing this kind of cloth, surely it would not cost more than two or three annas per 
vard and after being coloured, it should be in the neighbourhood of 10 annas per 
yard. Instead of that, it is marked as Es. 1-14-0.’ The public in this country has 
been compelled to buy this stuff at such a heavy price It is more a black 
market price than the real price, even according to their own marking even 
according to their own valuation as the cloth was taken out of the mill before 
being printed On production it is valued at Es. 0-7-6 but after printing its 
price is Es. 1-14-0. I will not give other samples. 

Mr. Vadilal Iiallubhsi (Ahmedabad Millowners’ Association; Indian Com- 
merce) Is It hand printing or machine printing? 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: As a millowner the Honourable Member should 
know it , 1 am a layman and cannot answer that 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: I think it is printed outside. 

Mr. Muhammad Haumaa: That is something with which I am not concern- 
ed, I am only askmg the Honourable Member to see whether this is justifiable. 
In that debate also I pointed out that certain mills produced long cloth which 
was priced at as 13 a yard; and this was of definitely better quality than long- 
cloth produced by some other nulls and priced at Es 1-8-0. This discrepancy 
exists even now. To our surprise the Honourable Member’s predecessor Sir 
Azizul Huque — an irresiionsible Member of the Executive Council — took no 
notice of the debate and the speeches made. But I hope and trust that the 
present Government with different ideals will consider feelings in the country 
and mend matters immediately. When my Honourable friend Mr. Haroon spoke 
on the subject Sir Azizul Huque said 


1 the question of pni 

Bui nothing was perhaps dune after that. I will next deal with the method 
of control. We find that every xear and every month the production is coming 
down ; at least we are asked to use less cloth The production is shrinking, or 
the quota given to provinces is shrmking, for reasons best known to the adminis- 
tration What I want to say is that Government have not been able to compel 
these mills to have double or triple shift to meet the needs of the country. In 
the alternative Government should have imported cloth from outside, as they 
are importing foodgrnins. Of course food is the first necessity but cloth comes 
next ; and so I should like to know the reasons why it has not been imported so 
long from foreign countries like America or other places which have surplus 
stocks I do not know which countries have got this surplus but the Honour- 
able Member should know and tell this House what the position is in other parts 
of the world I understand from quotations received from America by some 
merchants who wavit to import American goods that America hw got surplus 
cloth whidh they can ship to this country if special facilities are given to them. 
One point of course is that while importing we must look to the prices and see 
how they compare .with the indigenous prices. 
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Much has been said about black markets and I will not dilate on that 
subject, but I must say that these millowners also have found out methods to 
show to Goveiiiineiit only a certam amount ol production and perhaps hold up 
the rest m order to dispose of it in some other manner. I do not know what 
methods of contiol .lie followed liv Government but I should like to know how 
Government can be sure that the entire production of the mills is tendered to 
Goverimient 

As regards export of cotton clothing, although a very small amoimt has been 
exported J must say that m our present conditions we cannot afiord to export 
and cotton olotliing as we cannot export foodgrains 1 should like to know from 
Goveiiiiiient whether certam mills were allowed to make exports to other 
coiintiies and a certain quota was given to them for export to the Persian Gulf 
and other places, and whether the interests of the country were considered and 
the ( ircumstauoes in which such permission to export was given It is parti- 
cularlj important in view of the fact that our own cloth quota is being reduced 
every day, thus making the life of the people moie or less impossible In Delhi 
the individual quota ol 36 yaids per year has been reduced to 12 yards and in 
iny own province of Bihar from 24 yards m 1945-46 it has come down to 18 
VHids J should like to know from the Honourable Member whether these 
factors weie taken into consideration and whether he can give an assurance that 
he will be able to adjust the price to production in a manner winch will meet 
the needs of the people of the country .Sir, T move* 

Mr. I^esident: Cut motions moved 

“Th.it thp (icmnntl under the heid ‘I1ep.iitment of luduHtiicj and Sui iilie-' be reduced 
hi h* 100“ 


As the time limit expires at 3-15 pm T will call upon the Government 
Member to intervene at this stage It will not be by way of reph but the House 
will he m possession of facts from the point of view of Government If there 
IS time h'ft file deb.ites mav be proceeded with 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajago^acharl; Sir, with regard to the wrong mark- 
ing of prices T am sorry to .sa-v that it is impossible for me to repiv to the specific 
case that has been referred to m the course of the Honourable Member’s speech, 
unless the matter is placed m inv hands more specifically and w’ith some time 
to make inquiries It is not possible for a Me.mher of Government to say why a 
pnitieular piceo is marked wrongly in pursuance of a policy for which he is 
responsible T .accept responsibility for errors of the admin'istmtion but T can- 
not answer in anv satisfaotorv manner with reference to a particular case or a 
particular oiror The policy is that prices should be controlled and prices 
should be m.srked on the pieces, there are various schedules and rules governing 
the matter and there are officers entrusted with the work and a prescribed 
procedure If any errors like this are pointed out in time so that some inquiries 
nmv be made T sliall be only too glad to look into the matter and give satisfac- 
tion The gist of the matter is this The complaint is that this hand-printed 
piece is marked :it too high a price If that is to he enquired into T have got to 
get all tile details about it, and I have to get explanation of all the persons who 
are responsible for it before I can venture to give any verdict on the matter 
3 p J, T assert that the rules that have been made are good enough for 

fixing fair prices and the procedure prescribed in good enough 
Infringements should be looked into when thev are pointed out, but we cannot 
simplv assume that because this particular piece of cloth rouses indignation in 
the mind, of the Honourable the Mover, all cloth is dealt with like this' It is 
quite wrong to generalise from this esee. 

11 policy, without this price-fixing we cannot simply get on at 

all and the people would have much more trouble than if we dropped these 
^ properly, and for that, reason I 

would ask the Honourable the Mover and other Honourable Members to bring 
suoh matters to the notice of the adminiatration. 
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Mr. Muhammad Nauman: 1 have been bringing these matters to the notice 
of the Honourable Member’s Department since 1985. 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: I am very sorry but if this piece is 
as old as that I disclaim all responeibility. 

Mr. Muhammad Hlauman: This piece is new. 

The Honourable Sri O. Bajagopalachari: Bestnctmg ourselves to matters 
on which I can give reasonable explanation. I have said that matters of this 
kind should be brought to the notice of this Department, and not merely made a 
subject matter of comment on the policy, unless of course it is the intention of 
the Honourable Member to see that there should be no marking pii pieces. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: It is not my intention. I have pointed out about 
the way in which these pieces are marked; there seems to be something wrong 
there 

The Honourable Sri 0. BajagopalachaTi: As I have said even a single case 
has to be looked into before coming to a verdict But one case mil not prove 
that trie machinery is bad 

With regard to export policy, tliough it is not relevant to the cut motion, 
itselt, It IS important enough for me to say a word about it We are exercising 
the most stinigent attitude in legard to the export of cloth I may assure 
Hoiiouinble Members that it is witli very great unwillingness and aitei very 
teveie examiniition that we allow the very small quantity ot export that has- 
beei. kept uj) oven durmg these difl'icult years Just as even when we are on 
r.ition and ue do not get sufiiciciu iice horn the bazaar m existing conditions, 
when 8 visitor comes we do not turn him out, in the same manner with all 
our difficulties we cannot cut ourselves off troni neighboming countries who 
an 111 great difficulty They send their Missions, lepresentatives and high- 
[ilaied officials Joi a quota from lieie and tliere Jii some cases Honourable 
Members themselves press that small quotas mav be allowed under oircum- 
st.'i)' .- ronnceted with any jiarticnlar case We cannot, entirely get rid of' 
all cNpoits. but 1 can assuie mv Honourable friends that it w only after most 
<-tt 111, cent examination that any such proposal is entertained, and I am parti- 
cul.iib hard iqinn all these exceptional cases and T am trying to reduce them 
(Is much as jiossible But there are many departments concerned in such’ 
111, It ter- Then', is a department pressing for the claims of foreign countries 
and neigbbourlv relations The Commerce Department has its oxvn outlook in. 
the matter Tt must keep its contacts and trade connections with certain 
countries wbieb-tliey cannot give up on account of bad conditions now. A 
mimber of considerations have to be taken into account and some time the 
Industries and Supply Department has to yield, but I can assure tbig House 
that so far as riiv Department is ooncernecl, they are all out against exports. 
Wherever it is ‘possible we object to exports 

I do not think I ha\e anything more to sav, but every effort will be made 
to maki the ndininistration as easy as possible We hope when one day we 
get our production to the right dimensions, all these difficulties will disappear 
and we need not then depend upon very careful marking and we m.ay leave 
it 1 1 the buyer and the seller to fix the price as they want 

Mr. Muhammad Haumaa; Why can’t we increase our production’ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacbari: That is attempted; that has been 
the subject of very anxious consideration and we are trying to do it. Double 
shift is going on in most cases, naid treble shift is heing considered. 

I iriay also take the House into confidence that we propose to have double 
and .treble shifts at least in respect of vam so that we may have more yarn 
and more hand-loom cloth. All these aspects of the matter are being looked 
into and once again T assure the House that everything possible will be done. 
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Mt; Vadtlal iiallnbhai: iSir, tbe example given by my Honourable friend Mr. 
Nauman, is certainly a serious one. The price of cloth was As. 
when the cloth was grey and when the cloth was pnnted, it was 1/14/- a yard. 
I uildeistand certain quotas i\ere given to hand-printers in Bombay, Ahmedabad 
and other places, and 1 also understand that these hand-prmters instead of 
pimting by hand, thej printed on small machines What they did was this 
that they printed f.acfia colour which would fade and go down lu water or 
steam and rum the jue-stige ot Indian prints. It is possible that this machine- 
printed cloth b,\ li.md punters may have been given at a high price, otherwise 
It IS mipossiblt! that a piei e ol cloth valued at -/7/6 would be sold at 1/14/-. 
I would request that the (loveruinent should go deep into this matter, especially 
into the case wliielt has been pointed out by my Honourable friend, Mr 
Muhamnind Xainnan, and if theie is ,my misuse on the part of liand-prmters 
they ought to be punished because it luins the piestige ol Indian prints I 
undoi‘-hn>'] e\tru quotas were being given and if that extra quota is being 
used, It should he reconsidered 

l'’mtlior ray Honourable friend was talking about holding out production 
1 can assuie him that the entire production I)\ the mills has got to be given 
over to the Textile Commissioner tor distribution There is no question ot 
mills not giMtig o\er their entire production, hut the difficulty is tliat the pro- 
duction has gone down ooiisideiablv duiiiig the last yeai It has gone denvn 
by 2.i pel cent and I must say that this House has to thank itself for that 
because they did not listen to tiiy adtiie last year I said that the Textile 
hulii'-liy ought to he gnen some lime to reorganize so that we may have three 
shifts where it is possible, but the nine hour d.iy w'as vedueed to eight hour d y 
Altlioiigli the (Jen eminent of India wanted to exempt the textiles industry hut 
It' tin Bill which was passed it was not agreed to I said that the Textiles 
Industry should be given exemption because we w-ere passing thiough abnormal 
times and it was very necessary to reorganize the industry Kt that time I 
said that wliatever exemption you give, you ought to do it here but if cou 
leave it to the proxmees they will dale not do it My prophesy has come true 
and T may tell yon that ev’en if the Piovincial Governments fr\ now thev will 
not be. able to come back to nine hour day But I must say that it is possible 
to rationalize the industry and if the Government tries they can have in many 
centres three shifts in w-hich ease we can produce more yam. On the other 
cut motion, the Honourable the Industries Member said that he would like 
to give more ^arn to the handlooms. I feel that not only what he desires will 
be obtained but if he jierseveres, as I know he is peisevering dav and night 
these days, he will he able to get more yam and more cloth with the co-opera- 
tion of mdustiialists. labour and technicians I am sure in a few’ months time 
India can expect more cloth and yam production due to the bard w’ork of the 
Hononrable the Industries Member. . 

The Honourable Sn C. Rajagopalachurl: Sir, there is just a point on which 
1 should like to make a brief statement in reply The movei of this cut 

motion suggested that we might import cloth and yarn from outside. There 

is verx little diance of this In fact there is no chance of our getting any 

textile'- fiom abroad, w’hether it is good or bad Even if there were some 

clinm:-, Honourable -Membeis should consider very seiionsly whether it is a 
wii-e plan It may be that w'o are having a shortage but as long us we are 
able suiiu'ho^.’ to get on with the quantity of cloth that is iirodnced ni this 
country T think it would be wise not to go back to the old tendency of import- 
ing foreign i loth 

Mr, Muhammad Nauman: We are not able to get on: that is the trouble. 

The Honourable Sri 0, Rajagopalachari: It is a matter of degree, Sii' In 
the case of cloth the fact is there, that we are getting on The demand is 
there, I admit. The misery is there, I admit. But we are getting on, thanks 
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to the sun under which we live, for we can bear a lot of shortage in respect of 
cloth, if only we make up our minds rather than hand over the prosp^ty of 
our country once again to the tender mercies of' foreign exploiters. 

Bsbu Bam Barayan Singh: That is no justification. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Could the Honourable Member tell us how it is that there 
is this sudden difficulty, a difficulty that was not experienced before in regard 
to tin*-' matter. 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalachari: It is due to this. Possibly we, all 
of us, do not have all the facts before us The picture would be slightly 
different if we had all the facts. When we have just reached sufficiency, even 
a little slicMiiage is felt very acutely. Prom 4,500 million yards we have come 
donn to 4,000 million ^ards and that creates all this diffieulty In the old days 
vv'- were less in population [Now every year we are increasing by about four 
millions It should be leraembered also that our standards are higher now. 
In the old days a large fraction of our people did not wear adequate cloth, now 
a much larger fraction of our people are wearing adequate cloth and wish to 
■wear adequate cloth In the old days the cloth that was produced in the 
country was ample for the cit) and small-town dwellers, because the villagers 
did not want much cloth But today if we keep our eyes open when we go 
round we find everybody of every rank in life wearing more dress than thev 
used to do before Tlieri'fore the average demand, has gone up and the position 
has become more difficult. That, in my opinion, is the reason for this difficulty. 
Figiiros point out that there is a slight fall but that slight fall is not enough 
to explain all our troubles The rise m the standard of living is the real expla- 
nation of the difficulty that we experibnce. 

Then there is a further thing. During the war the output was very great and 
machinery was worked to death and there was no proper replacement. All 
these difficulties have to be dealt with and they are a matter of time. 

Mr. Muhammad Hauman; Sir, In view of the assurances given by the 
Honourable Member I beg leave of the House to withdraw the motion. 

The out motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Demand No 11 — Cabinet 

NecesatUes of effecting General Economy in the Expeniliture of varioim 
Departments 

Shri D. P. Karmarkai (Bombay Southern Division: Non-Muhammadan 
Bura)). Sir, I beg to move. 

“That the demand under the head ‘Cnbinot’ be reduced by Rs. 100.” 

The object of this cut motion has been mentioned as “to discuss the neces- 
sity of effecting general economy in the expenditure of the various depart- 
ineuls." 

Earlier when in the course of the general discussion of the Budget this point 
was raised, the Honouiable the Finance Member was very emphatic In the 
expression of his conviction that there is very great scope for effecting economy 
in the expenditure which is at present incurred. It is very conventional to 
say that there has been extravagant expenditure m so fai as the Gciveriiment 
of India is concemedr 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Sir, may I know what member of the Government is m 
charge of this cut? 

Shri I>. P. XarmarkEr: Booking at the cut as a whole it seems to me that 
the whole Cabinet is responsible, as it is a cut for the reduction in the ex- 
penditure of the Cabinet. 

Shri SH Prakaaa: But still somebody’s head has to be out. 
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Shrl D. P. Karmarkar: To continue the thread of what I was saying it is 
also cpnventional to say in instification of the huge expenditure now being 
incurred by the Government of India, that the various departments are expand- 
ing, that the functions of the state though thev started originally with the 
policing of the area under their control, now in civilised times, have extended 
and indeed the Government of India has begun to look after the good of the 
people as a whole and has embarked on new schemes involving direct expendi- 
ture I will not look at this question in the brief time at mv disposal from 
a mere superficial point of view bv looking at the expenditure which was there 
before the war, bv looking at the expenditure which has resulted as a result of 
the war and bv making a comparison of the present expenditure’ and the, past 
expet'ditiire and suggesting that there should be retrenchment and economy 
onlv m that respect If we have to take a whole view of the situation under 
the nresent eireiimstanees I think we should iudge ourselves as being on the 
threshhold of achieving a new status naraelv a status of sovereigntv In 
time*- past we were a suhieet nation siihiect to the economic/ control of ft foreign 
nation and therefore our budget structure our expenditure structure, our 
revenue structure, all these were influenced h\ consideration^ extraneous to 
th° popular cood. If onlv we were to east a glance at what has happened, 
the present administration started as an adminislration prineipollv and primari- 
ly fra* maintaining law and order Of late it has launched on schemes which 
might come under the category of the general good of the people Now that 
we are analysing the present economic position and making proposals for intro- 
duci.ig economy, we harve to pnv attention to both these aspects and while 
doing so, with all respect I have to suggest that there should he a double way 
of approach to the suhiect, one of them being a long term view and the other 
a short term view The long term view would involve our considering what is 
likely to be our revenue structure, our expenditure structure during the next 
five or ten veais T will he told natiually that at tins stage our present consti- 
tutional position is hanging in <r balance and therefore in anticipation of what 
our revenues might be or uhat our expenditure might he and we would make 
an uncertain sort of judgment But as we are considering the matter at the 
'rioment and giving a little serious attention to it, I should myself be tempted 
to take also a long tenn view Assuming for our present purpose that the 
present arrangements mai continue, if these arrangements are disturbed, those 
who will be in charge of the administration in the disturbed arrangement will 
(akd care to make ai^ assessment of facts as thev exist at that timg But at 
the present moment I should suggest that we should also have a long term 
view of what our economy should he like and when we take that view I should 
respcotfullv invite the attention of the House to what has been our revenue 
ami expenditure structures in the past Of course that past is not likely to 
be the sole guide to us in judging of the future as, a whole I see, making a 
few broad references, that twenty years ago, that is in 1927 our total expendi- 
ture stood somewhere near about 93 and odd crores Then it continued like 
that w'lth more or less slight changes till we came to the war And the war 
h.is disturbed our econoniv The total expenditure as it stood m 1939 was 
somcw'here about 88 and odd crores It, went up to 107 crores in the first 
Year of tlie war. to 120 crores the next vear. to 280 crores the next year and 
in the last two vears it went up to the abnormal figures of 434 and 484 crores 
As T said in mv earlier observations in the course of the general discussion on 
the Budget, the expenditure in the current year has not reduced itself to the 
proportions to which we expected it to reduce itself 

Eeviewmg the re\emie structure during ar similar period, twenty years ago 
the total net revenue was 93 crores. Passing over a period of fifteen years the 
revenue dwindled to 70 crores and odd and stood somewhere between a’ little 
shove 70 and 93 crores Then the war disturbed our economies. Taxes were 
piled upon taxes We know to our cost that the additional deficit incurred 
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during the last nine years amounts to the fabulous sum of 1285 crores — a heavy 
burden upon the revenue resources of the country. While judging of the future 
for the next five years we have to have a broad estimate of what our definite 
revenues are with a margm of error, and so shape our expenditure from now 
on bo as to make it fall reasonably within the revenues that can reasonably be * 
expected. We know how the Honourable Member’s present taxation proposals 
have greatly disturbed many interests in the country. 1 shall not speak on 
the merits of the proposal at the present moment. But 1 should oertamly say 
this that if at the present moment Government were m a position to recast 
their expenditure in such a manner as not to have necessarily to mcrease the 
revenues by having recourse to fresh taxation of a contentious nature, it would 
certainly have meant very w'ell for us, because from now onwards we are m 
m position to thmk how to meet our expenditure from our le venue in a better 
manner than it was permitted to us m the past. Lookmg at the question from 
that point of view and especially inviting our own attention to the fact that 
durmg the last 20 years the only surplus yeais were about tiiree or four — almost 
all ol them, even prior to the war, were deficit budget vears— taking into con- 
sideration all these factors, it is certainly up to us to so arrange our expenditure 
for this year and also for the succeeding ycais as not to disturb the economy 
of the country very greatly Ceitainly we shall have to take steps to increase 
the expenditure in matters which absolutely make it necessary to increase our 
expenditure We may also find it necesaaiy bo impose fresh taxation where 
the community concerned is strong to bear it And we shall have to expand 
our economy It is up to us to consider what has happened in the past, what 
are eur present conditions, and what mas reasonably be expected to happen 
in the near future Judging from that point of view, Sir, one or two facts 
stand foremost m our present position. Fiiatly, as T said, there is our recurring 
deficit, secondly our increasing public debt As figures show, the public debt 
Us it will stand at the end of the preseiit \oar will be to the tune of about 
Hs 1,886 crores — an mcrease of Ifs 9.>l) cioies, as figures stood prior to the 
war Thirdly, our increasing responsibihtu s There it, one little paragraph 
devoted in the Explanatory Memorandum of the Budget to what the expenses 
of the Defence Department may stand like His Majesty’s Government and 
this Government have agreed, it is pointed out there, that hereafter the ser- 
vices of troops lent to the particular Government will be paid foi bv the Gov- 
eriin ent which utilises them As I visualize tilings, a little after about the 
end of this year when the British Government has promised in all solemnity 
that the British would quit India, 1 am afraid our defence responsibilities would 
increase far more than we could imagine now, and every soldier that we iii'v 
invite for a temporary period will cost us greatlv Judging the question from 
that point of view I am afraid our responsibilities lor defence expenditure will 
be far mwe than what we are likely to thmk about 

The question is this In our present position we find ourselves surrounded 
by the increasing personnel of the administration I will not tease the courtesy 
of this House by going into very great details There have been figures worked 
out in every Department We find as I had the occasion to observe 
in the course of the general discussion of the budget, that th'ngs 
have grown worse, especially after the end of the war, than before or during 
the wai. Looking at the question in that perspective, taking both a long-range 
and a short-range view, there are certain suggestions j^wt come uppermost in 
one’s mind while judging of these things, namelv the economies to be introduced 
now and in the immediate future One would obviously be the decrease in 
the personnel. And there one has to face the objection that if you are growing 
into a ‘free nation you will necessarily have to expand your personnel Fot 
instance in the External Affairs Department you will have to increase the 
number of Ambassadors. Certainly, yes. We shall expand our Departments 
wherever there is absolute necessity. And we shall curtail our Deparlanaits 
where they have expanded beyond all reasonable necessity. 
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I'be second wa^ is one which Government are already thinking of taking, 
and that is to Indianise the services as much as possible and thus reduce the 
exponditure which is mvolved in inviting personnel trom outside for serving 
us. That would also incidentally, if I might mention, increase our own efficiency, 
There is a fallacy, — and 1 am not speaking disrespectfully of any experts whom 
you might have invited — that after all is said and done, whatever the exploita- 
tion in the process of history may have been, the British Civil Service has 
justified its OW'D existence and has rendered very nice service by the country. 
That, Sir, m my opinion is a fallacy And this process of Indianisation will 
not only involve a reduction in expenditure but will also increase the efficiency 
of our services. 

Willie on that point i would also briefly icier to the departmental tiers. 
When I first looked into the demands for grants last year and saw the tiers of 
officers I was reminded of the South Indian temples The Virupaksha templo 
ut Hainpi for example h.as nme fid’s one above the other When I looked at 
the demands for grants I saw all types of officers, research Officers, Special 
Officers, Under Seoretaues, Assistant Secietaiies, Deputy Secretaries, Con- 
trolleis, Supervisors and Superintendents and so on Theie is no end to this 
teriiJinology. There seems to be some charm in the nomenclatiiie 1 would 
not quarrel if you call a.chaprassi a Controller-General. There is no quarrel 
about the name But if a Controller has to be paid Ks. 2,000 then I ’.vould 
certainly qutUTel These tiers have increased especially during tlie war I 
would invite the attention c/f the House, without going into details, to the 
senes of officers, foi inshmce, in the Infomiation and Broadcastiug Department 
or the Industries and Supplies Department, or I might well with liberts say 
take a dip into any of the Depaitments and you will find officers over officei'S, 
possibly with some little fiurpose but largely without any purpose. That, Sir, 
shrAild be simplified as much us could be simplified 

.Vnobher useful wav of reducing expenditure is this My honourable friend 
Mr Beddiar has placed a statement in ray hands giving the new appointments 
111 leiiy to a question of his which he put this morning That will show that 
even last year has been an unnecessary increase in the number of officers 
Oil the point of this personnel I think it would be extremely useful if a rational 
annl,i sis were to be undertaken m respect of each department Such a thing 
was done by the Government i/f India wnth regard to the Postal Department: 
the; calculated exactly how much time would be required for a clerk to give 
five envelopes when a customer comes for them I would not suggest such 
a hai’ih treatment If even half the care is exercised I should think that 
thai- would cut dowm the expenditure of Government a great deal 

I will enter on the discussion of a little contentious measure because I feel 
that some Honourable, Members of this House may not agree with me I 
should certainly undeistand a very liberal minded but wealthy man parting 
with his amounts in chanty But I find myself difficult to agree with pro- 
posals for handing ov^er large amounts to the Provinces as grants in a year 
during which the only correct description of our financial position would be 
'oaniiiuptcy’. 

Now under those circumstances, whether it would be wisdom to spend 
crores and crores of moees over schemes of development undertaken by the 
province < is a question ^ which I hold strong opinions and my opinion is this, 
that at the present moment it would be wiser to go slower. 

Those are the different ways in which one can go into the whole question 
of introducing economy May T respectfully ask, Sir, how much more time 
is available to me? 

Ml. P:i^dent: Honourable Member has spoken for 15 minutes. As 

A Mov«r, he is entitled to 20. 
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Shri I>. P. Kanuaiksr: I will onlj? give one instaaice by way of illustration. 

I could not resist the temptation lately of going into the details of one of the 
departments. What I am going to say is intended to serve only as an illus- 
tration. The same is true of almost every other department. I mention as 
an instance the Information and Broadcasting Department. If any one cares 
to look into the details, he will find that it began in a very humble manner, 
i'oniierly the officer in charge of it was called the Coritrollei. Not being 
content with that name, the Government of India made him Director General 
and if one were to go into the lists of officers he will find that after the Con- 
troller became the Director General, he required three Deputy Directors Gene- 
ral and other subordinates also. Now, we find that a department which 
started with very humble beginnings has got three Deputy Directors General, 
one Director of Administration, An Assistant Director of Administration, an 
officer on special duty and two Superintendents I am only summarising the 
number of officers m order not to tease the patience of the House. In addition 
there is also <1 Deputy Director General for Programmes, an officei on special 
duty and a Director of Programmes, all of them undoubtedly drawing high 
salaries 

Now, there is another organ isation, as part of the Broadcasting Department 
and tnat is the Central News Organisation It started with very humble 
beginnings. It originally started with a news editor and three sub-editors 
Now, there is one Chief Editor This oigamsation which started in the first 
instance with one News Editor and three sub-editors now has one Chief Editor 
seven News Editors, 32 Assistant News Editors and Sub-Editors lu addition 
there are .a special representative and two reporters This is about the Central 
News Organisation. 

Here I have a local complaint to make and that is that m spite of the 
whole ol this sUff the department finds it very difficult to spare an additional 
15 minutes to tlie Kannada language which is spoken at the present moment 
by lakhs and lakhs of people This is just as an aside 

I should like to point out that whatever artificial importance, English may 
have had in tlic past, it should at least cease now but we find to our surprise 
that a oentleniiiii or a gentle woman, whoev^er it might be, if he or she has a 
good voice for the microphone gets a jiost and just tor announcing in English 
and doing nothing else, they aie getting Bs 700 vviiereas a poor Indian 
Announcer with similar qualifications is receiving not more than Rs 150 for 
corresiionding service That is the thing to which I want to draw attention. 

I .nil also staggered, I am speaking subject to correction on this point, to 
see — and I find it very difficult to bring mvself to believe — that there are not 
less than 100 gazetted officers of the Central News Organisation What all of 
then, are doing I am really at a loss to know. 

You will also be surprised at another thing. If the same thing happened 
1 1 the Legislative .\ssembly Department, you. Sir, would immediately pounce 
upon it and stop it but what do we find in the -All India Radio. There are 
three different reference units with a number of different officers for the 
different kinds of work to be done. They are occupying three different rooms 
in the same place. If all these units could be amalgamated and if on© Central 
reference unit could be established, it would result in considerable economy of 
time and money. All these things could certainly be reorganised. I will not 
go into further details of this organisation. The same type of remarks might 
be multiplied in the case of other departments but I shall not add to the 
misery by doing so. I think it will be better to repent the formula which 
Gautama Buddha laid down when dying He said ‘Pursue thy salvation with 
diligence’ I should say to the Government of India that the salvation of the 
Government, of India lies in the economy that they might practise. 
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I was myself struck with a very little thing and I was very much stunned 
myself to hear it. There are a lot ot httle things that happen. I was told, 
1 am speaking subject to ciR-iection — something about a highly placed officer 
of a department of the (Jovernuient ot India. I could even mention the name 
■of the officer concenicd He wanted a radio at the exjiehse of the Government 
■exchequer and lie thought of getting one and debiting it to the Government 
accounts Now, if it was given out that a ladio was going to be purchased, 
the Audit Department would pounce down upon that department. The audit 
.officer might say — why do you want a radio when your department has nothing 
to do with radio listening Now, a new name was invented for the purpose 
and they called it — high frequency electro magnetic set and that was how it was 
, of the Government of India. If such things could 
happen I should respectfully sav that we are living in an atmosphere of very 
great extravagance One should expect better things to happen in the Gov- 
ernment of India The Honoiuable tlie Finance Merabei has already said 
thai (here is going to be an inquiry into the question of economy and I ho^. 
that Government will take note of all the new expenditure entered in the 
Budget for next \ear They should hold up all unnecessary expenditure until 
the committee goes into the matter and the mone.v inav be spent alterwurds 
if necessary. If officers are apjiointed hefoieh.and they will hold on and it will 
be difficult to dislodge them afterwards T suggest one remedy When an 
office tails vacant, do not fill up that office again I should oertamly request 
that tins matter be placed hetmo the Standing r'iimiice Committee .and before 
the I’ublie Accounts Commiftec and until their report is received, I should 
certainlv suggest that no new expenditure should be permitted unless it is 
alsolutely neoesBOty. 

Mr. President: Cut motion moved. 

‘‘That the demand under the head ‘Cabinet’ be reduced by B*. 100” 

The Honourable Mr. Liaqust All Khan (Finance Member) I must com- 
pliment "my Honourable friend on his speech He has placed the matter in 
a very reasonable and very forceful manner. As 1 said in my Budget speech, 
the Government of India are seriously peiturbed over the expemiiture ot the 
Government I have already proposed the appointment of a committee to 
examine this problem and 1 have said that it is my intention that that 
committee should consist of members of the Central Legislature as well 1 
can assure the Honouiable Members of this House that we are as aciious us 
anyone of them to curtail all unnecessary expenditure. My Honourable friend 
has given some figures of the budgetary position in the past and of our income 
and of our expenditure All that I need say is that I hope we will not go 
back to the past With development and improvement, both our income and 
expenditure must increase What we have got to see is that there is no waste- 
ful expenditure incurred by the Government of India I cannot agree with 
him that we should cut down any necessary expenditure which will benefit 
the country m some foim or other My Honourable friend has stated that if 
our expenditure had been less, there wmuld have been no need to r.aise any 
more money I think we should not look at thu, problem m that light. The 
more money we will have the better improvements we will be able to cany 
out for the good of the peoples of this country Therefore, I .should not look 
at this problem merely from this point of view that we should not get any 
fresh monoy for our revenues. We must get as much money as we can with- 
out injuring the economy of the coimtrv 

My Honourable friend has laid great emphasis on the increase in . the 
personnel in the various Departments of the Government of India. This is 
one of the war-time legacies and all that I need say is that the Government 
is fully aware of the great increase that has taken place and that also will be 
one of file matters for the Committee to examine. 
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Now, Sir, my Honourable friend has not looked with favour on the grants 
that have been provided for development purposes to be given to the provinces. 

I am afraid I cannot agree with him on that point >.ny monej’ that is spent 
on the development of the country — social or economic — is money well spent, 
and I would not grudge giving any amount of money to the provinces for deve- 
loping their areas so as to benetit the population of those areas. 

My Honourable friend has given some details about one particular Depart- 
ment. I do not think I need go into that There is one proposal that he has 
made and that is that no new expenditure should be incurred till the Committee 
has had an opportunity of examining the position. I cannot accept the proposi- 
tion that no new expenditure should be incurred, but I think one can say that 
no new expenditure which is not necessary should be inclined till such time 
as the Committee has had an opportunity of examining the position of the 
various TV'partments of the (iovernnient of India And in this respect, I think, 
those of the Honourable Members who are members of the Standing Finance 
Committee would bear me out that I have always given them the freest hand 
to express their views and give their opinion with regard to every item of 
expenditure that is placed before the Standing Finance Committee I have 
never tried to influence them m any way that they must give their approval to 
certain items of expenditure which are placed before the Committee I want 
to give as much freedom to the Standing Finance Committee with regard to 
this matter as it is possible for me to do, and it will be ray giideavour, as far 
as possible, to carry out the wishes of the MeniberN of the Standing Finance 
Committee, who are the representatives of this Hoiiouiable House Sir, as 1 
said at the beginning, we are all anxious for economy in the expenditure of the 
Government of India and I am very hopeful that the Economy Committee, 
which we propose to appoint, will be able to give some veiy valuable suggestions 
and make some very useful recommendations to the Govemment for reducing 
unnecessary expenditure in the various Departments of the Government of 
India 

Shri Sri Prakasa; Will this Committee add to the expenditure of the 
Government 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: That will depend on the Honour- 
able Members themselves 

Shri D. P. Karmarkar: With your permission. Sir, I beg to withdraw mv 
motion 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Sir, I beg to move 

The cut motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn 

Demand No 55 — Department of Industries and Si'ppi.iks 
Policy in legard to Contiols of Articles other than Food 

Prof N, G. Ranga Sir T beg Ut move 

“That the demand under the head 'Department of Industnea and Supplie*!’ he reduced 
hv Rs 100 ” 

Sir, before the war began, I was all for moie and more controls, because 
I was then under the impression that left to Govemment many fhings w'oiild 
come to be managed properly, efficiently and in the public iiitorest But as 
the war has gone on and now that the war has been over, I am coming to feel 
that the less worC you leave to Government, so far as these controls are con- 
cerned, the better it will be We have learnt one thing as a result of this war 
and that is how weak, inefficient and undependable are generally these public 
functionaries in the employment of the Govemment, especially when they 
happen -to hold key positions and are in charge of the distnbiition of commodi- 
ties and services which are in short supply. We are of the opinion that mv 
Honourable friend Mir Karmarkar will find greater satisfaction in regard to i- 
plea for economy if we can only get rid of the maximum number of control;:- 



lbgiblative assembly 


[laTH Mae. 1947 


1808 

[Prof. N. Gr. Eanga] , 

that we are suffering from today. For every rupee that we spend publicly 
through the public excliequer on the administration of these controls, it shows 
that the public either as consumers or as producers or even as middlemen arc 
spending or losing easily Its 10 Because of these controls, whether^ in the 

shape of black markets or too high pnces or too high margins of profits and 
commissions by these vaiioiis cadres of middlemen, more money is being Wast- 
ed by Government upon these various otiicers and the hirelings who are asso- 
ciated with them One would have excused it it these controls had come to 
an end six months after the war was over The fevei of controls seems to 
have caught up the imagination not only of the Central Government but also 
of the provincial governments with the result that every day new controls are 
being instituted and people are being persecuted I wish to give one or two 
examples from my own province Some merchants in my province took it 
into tlieir head to make some money in regard to what is known as sun-hemp 
seeds which are very badly needed by the peasants for production of cattle 
fodder One of the merchants seem to have told some iladras ofiicial that the 
Jiiee at Es 30 per bag was too high Government really thought the pr'ce 
was high The gentlemen who were in charge of coniiols found another 
opportunity to hold people to ransom and they suddenly decided to bring snn- 
nemp under control just two or three weeks before the season actually »ame 
upon the peasants to sow the seeds Though the sun-hemp was controlled at 
Es 30 per bag, at that time it was selling at Es. 35 in the market, immediately 
the stuff went out of the market, one never knew where, the peasants could 
not get at the stock, they had no information as to where the stocks ^vere 
hidden, nor were the Government able to find out what total quantity of 
stocks were available, but all the same the peasants needed sun-hemp seeds 
for sowing and they had to purchase them at prices ranging from Es. 50 to 
Rs 120 per bag, though nominally it was supposed to sell at Es 30 or Es 35 
per bag at the control rate What is more even after getting the sun-hemp 
seeds at the black market rates, the poor peasants had to tip the policemen in 
order to smuggle awav the seeds to their homes You can very well imagine 
the misery of the pens, ants The sninc thing happened in the case of cotton 
seeds That is also .i vital necessity for cattle fodder F.seii in i-ase of cotton 
seeds the peasants had to pav to the Controller and other hirelings under him 
Take the case of matches kerosene, jaggery, sugar and various other commo- 
dities, in regard to all these things, there is so much corruption 

OnK this inoniiiig my Honourable friend the .Meinliei for Iniliistries iiiid 
Supplies told ns that there is real shoitage in total yam production in this 
country and he was asking us to bear with the Government because the 
standard of living of the people has gone up and therefore their expectations 
have gone up and therefore there is real shortage, effective shortage in the 
supply of yarn and that is why all this clamour and dissatisfaction and so on 
It may be so Tluring the W’ar, there was much more cloth and yarn All that 
were being diverted away from general consumption for defence purposes All 
that now must be available to the people The same machinery, the 'ame 
iniils ,iie still worlving oven .iceordmg to the report of ^^l• Th icUpib.i v, il -. as 
proved by one of my Honouiable friends that production is much greater now, 
and in spite of that, there is shortage. The wonder of it is that people are 
not going naked without clothing, they are having all the cloth they want, 
they are getting all these controlled commodities The only' trouble is there 
is maldistribution Those who have got plenty of money are able to get more 
and more, as much as they want and those who have no money are going 
without a proper supply and any one who gets any sort of supply, adequate or 
inadequate is obliged to pav all these officers and the various adjutants <a very 
heavy price by way of corruption It all comes to this The stuff is there, 
it is being distributed, but it is being ill distributed That is complaint 
number one Next in the process of this distribution, the control officers and 
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the various departments associated with them and all the various middlemen 
and all these people are getting their ill earned profits. That is one of the 
reasons why ] want these controls should go. Then the question arises do 
we want all these controls to go or do we want only some controls to go and 
some to remain? 1 would like to ]om my Honourable fneiid Jdabu harn 
Narayan Singh and say that all conti-o.s should go The difficulty is this 
you do not have controls you experience ceitain difficulties, when you have 
controls, you expcnenee certain other difficulties, when you think of giving up 
these controls, their feais go up by leaps and bounds, and sometimes we are 
also fold that once these (untioK h<i\e none, the things aie not available at 
all anywhere. Recently we experienced difficulty in the ease of cotton seeds 
and some other commodities which have gone out of control I am also 
assured by certain people that pnces have gone down by 20 to 50 per cent, 
and the stuff is available in the niaiket 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil (Bombay Central Division. Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
The pi ICC of cioiindmit has gone up bv 30 per cent m one day. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: In Bombay, everything is peculiar, your Stock ex- 
change mampulates things m any way they like. 

Sjt. N. V. OadgU: Not only with regard to groundnut but of various other 
commodities, prices have gone up. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Your merchants are capable of mischief. Therefore it 
IS not so easy for me to suggest that Government should remove control over 
food. I dare not suggest that I shudder to think what will happen if control 
over food is removed T am afraid of the consequences, if things go wrong. 
Therefore I would rather put up with controls for some time In the mean- 
while I should like to make one suggestion to the Government not only m regard 
to these controls but in regard to controls over other commodities that they 
should call some sort of conference of experts who have experience of these 
controls and also of those who claim to represent the consumers and also those 
who represent the. middlemen and then with their help try to find out why 
these controls have created so much trouble for the masses and in what manner 
these controls can be better administered or can be completely given up. That 
is particularly in regard to food control. Coming to other controls there is one 
very useful pamphlet published by one of my friends who is associated with 
the Ahmedabad Labour Union. He is Mr. Kandhu Desai I dare say n^y 
Honourable friend ATr Rapiji ha* ilreadv read that pamphlet with the care 
which it deserves There are so many facts given in this. I do not wish to 
traverse all of them T would commend this pamphlet for the attention of every 
one of the Honourable Members of this' House I only want to touch upon 
one or two things We are told in this pamphlet that before the war the 
middlemen or the wholesalers were allowed only a margin of one per cent profit 
for all their troubles over their total turn over or over the price of cloth or yarn 
that they were selling but the Textile Control Board has allowed them three 
per cent. They have given no reasons at all for this 3 per cent 'over the total 
value of cloth or yam that was passing through their hands. The price of cloth 
and yam has already gone up bv 200 per cent and even 800 per cent over 
prewar prices. In spite of that, these people are being given 8 per cent instead 
of one per cent. He also mentions the illegitimate and secret gains made by 
the managing agents and their friends and associates in the purchase of mate- 
rials and stores and on the sale of products etc Not being satisfied with this, 
these gentlemen want to make more money Today the industry has got on 
hand 40 arores of liquid cash which might be utilised for renewal's Notwith- 
standing all these facts the plants and mills are still in good working condition 
and the ainnunt drawn as commission is ten times the amount that was being 
paid to managing agents during normal period for services rendered bv them to 
run the industrv If one were to look verv closely into cloth control business, 
one would be convinced that it is a very well planned out racket to defraud ibe 
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consumers uiidei the cumoutiuge of government authority and dignity. Why 
does it happen'’ 1 think one explanation is that when these puees are being 
fixed these oftieeis aie expected to take into account the cost of production at 
the marginal loiiii and the inaiginai loriii oi cost of pioduction is uaLuiall.}' tlie 
maximum and because it is luetiicient and it is incompetent and so on — the 
machinery may be dilapidated or out of date and \aiious other things — the 
marginal loiius ol cost ol jiioduction is so high and the control prices are being 
faxed at the maximum le\cl with the result that a maximum number ol items 
111 any one paiticular iiidustiy can en]oy what is known as prodiiceis' sei vices 
And the consequence is that there is no possibility at all toi the consumers to 
enjoy any coiisumeis' suiplus And once you make tins tiee gilt ol [uodueers' 
Buiplus to these vaiious pioduung tiinis the prices UHlinal[\ go higher and ttie 
coiisuiners aic continuously exploited. 

[At this stage Mi Piesident vaeated the elian winch was then occupied by 
Mr Deputy Piesident (Khan M'olmmmad iamin KhaiijJ 

Thu'dly, Sii, in the adiiiimstiatioii ol these contiols only the producers' 
. Jiilerests .lie taken into consideration and not the mteicsts ol coii- 

^ suiiieis 1 ma,> be told that on llie Textile control Hoard tlieie are 

one or two representatives of the consumers J do not know, but even il Iheie 
were to be one or two that is not enough Their iiitere.sts are not properly 
assessed .uid \ allied and they are not properly coiisulered, and the result 
IS that thej suiter The worst of all these eoiitiols is this The bice 

value of the commodities or services that are beiyg controlled today is 
not the leal \alue to the coiisumeis, it is only one-third, and oiten-liines 
it is even one-lourth of the real value that the consumers are obliged to 
pay. That is why i want these controls to go, but supposing these controls 
go what 18 likely to happen? It is our duty to think about that also We 
expect all these industrialists and iniddleinen to compete with one aiiothci 
But how will they compete? Has it not been a fact that during the war i lost 
of these peopie have come to organise themselves into a sort of sonii-monopolies ? 
To some extent it is true But even then once these controls go theie will be 
a chance for new people to come into these trades and these industries and 
the earlier people also may fall out among themselves as sometimes robbers 
do. Then theie is bound to he a gre.ilei cliance for competition among these 
people than there is at present Thirdly, the eliiciency of any production is 
likely to go up Even in distiibution what is happening as a result of these 
controls is this These people are a.Sbured of a paiticular rate of return 
whether they are efficient or inefficient, and so there has been no inducement 
at all for greater .and greater efficiency or for weeding out inefficient firms or 
individuals That difficulty can be miniiiiised, if not completely eliminated, if 
these controls were to go Fourthly, I may be told that if the controls were to 
go the poor people are bound to suffei much moic T agree that controls there 
should be onjy for the sake of the poor people May be some of these controls 
were instituted in the interest of the poor [leople, — T do not know, — but in 
actual fact it is not the poor people who are being benefited in most cases by 
these controls, but only the rich people. Why'.' Because the stuff is there 
and according to the controls the stuff is given to certain permit-holders — 
■♦itailers and wholesalers They keep it there, they are expected to keep some 
rOrt of a register of the consumers to whom this stuff is being supplied There 
IS no control at a'l to prevent these people fiom keeping these bogus returus. 
And the rich people are able to get all the stuff through the back-door. When 
the poor people go there they are ven often told that the stuff is out of stock 
and IS not at all available They do not know what to do, they simply scratch 
their heads .and curse their fate and go back home That is what is happening 
everywhere, in towns and cities 

Secondly, as between towns and villages there ought to be proper distribu- 
tion of these commodities. But actually what happens is that these permits 
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are given only to business people who live in towns and the village folk are 
obliged to go to the towns; they are generally very apologetic and they are 
fearful of these businessmen They go to these businessmen who simply ' tnin 
round and say that all the stuff that should have gone to their village had gone 
away and they had better go back They go back and the stuff goes to the 
black market Somehow or other he has got his own stoiages where he keeps 
the stuff and sells it overnight or at any othei convemont time In this way 
today m actual practice there is maldistiilmtion of these commodities as 
between the towns and villages, as between the iich and the poor, and it is 
the poor people and the village folk who aie real.\ sutfenng and demand the 
abolition of these contiols Sir, J have been loamiiig our countzyside, even 
after the session had staited, m Aiulhia, and no slogan is more popular today 
in the villages than that the controls should go ion may say that the people 
are suffering from a suicidal mama, it may he so. hut (heir sutteiing.s fiom 
these controls have been so much unci so uncontrollable that they prefer to live 
for some time anyhow, as a soit of expeiimeiit, without these contiok to living 
with these controls There is one my ol hope m this gloomv atmosjiheie, and 
that is the advent of my Honoinable friend Mr Ttajagopalachuu into this 
department I felt veiy unhapiiy indeed when recently lie went mt-r Irom this 
department to some other department, and I began to wonder what would 
happen to these poor folk Now he has come baek again to tins department; 
I welcome him there because wlnle I w,is away in the eoimtiy^ T read that be 
•was himself not so very keen on these contiols Now, Sir, with this determi- 
nation of his to try to put an end to as many of these unnecessary and injurious 
contiols as possible, I tiust that it will be possible for him to given his most 
serious consideration to this particular point of vie\t that is held b\ not only 
myself but seveial of us, and I sincerely trust that when we meet m our next 
session he will be able to come to this House and tcdl us how many contiols 
he has been able to get rid of 

One more fact is this After the war was over a mmiher of contiols, it is 
true, have been relaxed These are contiols in which rich people, influential 
people, and educated people are mteiested Controls over some medicines have 
gone, that means that it is the educated people, the doctors, who had been 
able to make representations Controls over steel products and various other 
things have gone, because big industrialists are mteiested Over exports some 
of the controls have been withdraw’n, where our businessmen and industrialists 
are interested Somehow or other they have been able to get the seivices of 
I economic experts, mdnstrial experts and also some lawyers to go and plead 
with the department, and they have been able to get some sort of relief. It 
IS only controls that affect the poor people that have not vet been relaxed, and 
more and more contiols are coming in Reccntli there was this control over 
gronndiint, oil cake and so on: and people are suffering like anything T eon'd 
give any number of details but T do not want to go into all that There is this 
latest one about coconuts These coconuts .are produced in Alalabar and the 
prices have gone up like a rocket. Coconut is not available, oil is not available, 
and where it is available it is onlv at famine prices Ts that the wav in which 
ordinary folk are to be treated’ So T want fiovemment firstly to stop control- 
ling any more commodities, and seeondlv, to tiy and drop these controls as 
soon ns possible or as many commodities as possible; tlurdlv. to appoint a 
sort of expert committee or to convene a sort of special conference and ask for 
their expert assistance in better administeiing those few controls which they 
think they ought to continue for some time Lastlv, thev should put .some sort 
of time limit beyond which thev will not he jirepaied to institute or maintain 
these controls on anv commoditv, even including food Sir, T move 

Mr. Deputy Presideiit: Cut motion moved 
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Dr. J. 0, Ohatterjee (Nominated Non-Official); Mr. Deputy President, I 
risa to support what my Honourable fneiid, Prof Kanga has said, and I do 
not wish to repeat the points which he has put foiward. I would like to lay 
stress on one pailicul.ir aspect ot the tiuiible and v^olTy which aiises out ol 
these many controls and that is the harassment and the loss of tune caused to 
poor people and to the aveiage man and woman Prof Kanga has spoken of 
his expel leiices in far off Madras and in the Andhra district I am told people 
are veiy mild tliere and they are long-suflermg — he ceitainly is not— but at any 
rate in iny pait ol the country people are supposed to stand on 
inoie and they are militant. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: But Madras has upset its ministry ^hat are 
here? 

Dt. J. 0. Ohatterjee: You yourself come from this part of the country and 
you must be aware how difficult it is for a poor man to get what he wants in 
the first place think of the time that is wasted 

T will deal with two important coniinodilies h'lrst I will take lood 1 have 
seen again and again m Delhi that it is one of the most dithcult things for a 
man to get his lation card made. He has to go <ind stand outside the ration 
office for hours together and when his turn comes he is asked lo produce some- 
body to identify him When that identification is made, they tell him to come 
back after three or tom dais .m<l when he comes alter tlnee or four davs thev 
say that their Inspector’s enquiry has not been completed Sir, I have seen rliat 
happen times out of number to my own servants and people whom I have 
known I had to take them personally to the ration office and with some 
difficulty T could manage to get then ration cards What happens next These 
people have to keep on waiting outside ration shops or places where they are 
supposed to get their food, .and it take them hours to get their rations Very 
often there is a hartal, or there is some kind of trouble on account of the political 
movement — it is either anti-Pakistan day, or pro-Pakistan day All this causes 
great difficulty to the poor people. 

Then, Sir, we come to cloth These poor people, who have no stock of cloth 
like you and me might have to go from one shop to another to be told that 
the month’s quota has not arrived. When the quota arrives then thev say 
‘your last number is 4, and today is tbe 5th, and therefore you cannot get it 
today’. He asks when he can get it again, and the poor man is told ‘you will 
get it m the next quota’ I know a particular instance of a place — I will not 
mention its name, it was a very small station — where whenever the poor 
people went to a ration shop, the door was closed Once I went with n.y 
servant and the door was closed as usual When I made a certain amount 
of agitation and tried to tell them that I had a certain amount of importance, 
I was allowed to go in, and I found that there was a certain gentleman who had 
been looking and selecting from all the cloth which w^as there for hours T asked 
why the shopkeeper had let him in from the back-door. He said ‘dont you 
know this man has got 21 first class permits because he is a very rich man and 
p.ays heavy income-tax’ On the pretext of some marriage m the family, he 
had got these permits, and he purchased practically everything that was includ- 
ed in the quota for that small station I remember an old gentleman there who 
told me that it was the sixth time that’ he had come hut he had not been able 
to get even a yard of cloth He said that if only he had been a htttle younger 
he would have shown to the control man how he could deal with him T was 
also told that in that station, that as soon as anv cloth arrived, the Thief 
Magistrate and the big Government officials had their choice Thcv d d not 
go to the shop but things were very kindly taken over to their places niid they 
made their selection first These instances show the harassment that the noor 
man has to go through To these poor men an hour or two means h or annas 
in wages They are losing wages and they are getting desperate. 
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If they want kerosene, there is no kerosene available in the bazaar. Last 
year the Honourable the h'inance Member out of his great consideration for 
the poor reduced the price of matches to two pice. What happened, and what 
IS happening even now ; The rich are able to' get matches at 2, 3 or 4 annas 
per box, but the poor man does not get his matches and he goes from pillar to 
post in search of them. I find that a box of matches is everyday stolen from 
my pocket, and I realize that my servants need the matches and they cannot 
get it anywhere Sir, a member of the European group last year spoke about 
the glorious army of controllers, and I think that that army is getting more and 
more gloiious as years go on, its number is swelling It is high time that some 
control should be exercised on their number. I am not one of those who will 
say that all controls are useless, but I would like the Honourable Member to 
look into the way in which these controls are administered. He is an acknow- 
ledged champion of the poor. I would like him to save the poor from the 
harassment and provide them with what they cannot get. 

My Honouiable friend, Prof Kanga, was perfectly correct when he said 
that the rich can get what they want. I remember only a short while ago when 
I was travelling with a magnate from Bombay he said ‘I am a very honest 
man I have never tried to break any controls' I said, ‘you look it, but what 
about petrol'?' He said, ‘Yes, I would confess that petrol I have always got 
whenever I wanted it’ Sir, I cannot understand why petrol should continue 
to be lationed. The rich can always get petrol, it is the poor man, an average 
mail like myself who cannot get petrol. I asked the Honourable the Commuiii- 
cation Member last session what was happening to these millions of gallons of 
aviation spirit which the Army had collected but which they do not now need. 

I do not know whether my question was understood because it was a supple- 
mentary question, but he said the Army .still needed it I suppose they do 
need it, but have you ever passed by Mathrii? If you have, you must have 
seen that there are eiioi-mous dumps of aviation spirit lying there as at other 
places and all this is surplus, and yet that petrol is not being leleased 1 am 
sure. Sir, you have nevei suffered from lack of petrol, but have you ever known 
anybody who is willing to pay not being able to get petrol ? There was a time 
when lubber was supposed to be very piecious and nobody could get a tyre 
without permit I can vouch tor it — I did not get one myself — that if you were 
prepared to pay Its 50 you could get a motor tyre without any trouble what- 
soever Then suddenly it was found that there was so much rubber in the 
country and there were so many tyres that they were perishing, aud the control 
was removed I do not understand why the control on petrol shou'd continue’ 
That IS only one commodity, but there are a number of others on which control 
IS not necessary. I would not for a moment ask mv Honourable friend opposite 
— w'ho is not listening to me and i.s talking to his colleague, — to remove all 
oontiols, 1 am not going to suggest that there is likely to be a revolution in the 
countiy, though my Honourable fnend, Plot Ranga, said that people are 
continually shouting slogans in his part of the country against controls I ( nly 
ask if there is not need at present to have a minute examination of these 
contiols So many committees are being appointed, this Government like its 
piedecessor is no less expert m appointing committees 'Why cannot they 
appoint another committee for examination of these controls One day I got 
up in the morning and read m the Newspaper that something like 154 controls 
had been lifted I thought a happy day had dawned I scanned the paper 
and had a look at the list of the controls removed I could not understand 
what they were, because they seemed to me to refer to some kind of strange 
machinery with which I was not at all familiar, some kind of intricacies of 
imports, and exports which only the rich and specialist could know Mv Honour- 
able friend mentioned that the control over medicine had been lifted How 
has it benefited the poor people? Medicines could then be got at a reasonable 
rate and now if you lift the control the chemists who are famous or infamous 
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for selling their goods at ten and fifteen times their price, will be able tO' 
charge even higher puces I beseech iny Honourable friend to turn his great, 
mind and his heart, which is even greater, to the sufferings of the people m this 
town, m Andhra Desh, m Heugul or wherever they may be, and thini of the 
ways in which they suffer lioni the maladministration of these controls. 1 am 
particularly woriied about Delhi, where 1 see the poor people among whom one 
lives, the wa 3 ' they have to waste time, how their women tolk have to go and 
stand hour after hour m front of food shops and outside cloth shops 1 could 
bring to the Honourable Membei’s notice inatij instances, where when they 
do get their cloth, they get someth. ng which is eiitiiely useless It may be 
two yaids of muslin with which they cannot make eithei a diiputa or a pugree. 
while the iich have the pick ol available c.otli I hase never jet known .. 
Ill'll man not having eiiougli food for himself and Ins guests He gets his oj., 
his ghee and his sugar, because ho gets liis set \ ants to give their cards to 
him I want my Honouiable fiiend to look into this thing The way these 
controls are administered is soinetiines disgr.iceful f will not sav anything 
more I hope that these woids will not be of no avail on a gre.it iminl and 
head like (hose of the Honourable Member m Cliaige ot this Department 

The Honourable Sri 0. Eajagopalachari; Just .i woid of exfiianntion. Sir f 
think the Hoiioin.iMe Menihet was saving tli.it 1 was engaged in conversation 
when he was spe.iKine I am son \ to tell him that be is wioiig, for I was 
discussing with mv colleague the voiv point which lie w<is iiuiking 

Mr. TamiBUddin Khan (Dacia cum Mvmcnsingh Muhammadan Kural)' 
Wi,', we aie living ni d.ivs ot disnmtv, ipianel and stiitc luit th. n is one ip.i stioe 
01 . which there is peifeit mi.immitv not onlv m the cuuntiv hut .ilso in this 
House, and that is tlmt tlie eontiols should tro is e.uh as possible anil if possible 
liele .Old now On that question tllere is perte. ( nn.mimitv in the vvliole 
countiy 

The other (la\ dm inn the geini.il discuss, on on ilic Inidgi ( 1 s.ud tliat nothing 
w.is moie tialling to the public tli.m these controls voai hence, iii fact in 

dune 10-18, Iiidi.nis will he .i h.ippv people heciiise ilit\ will lie fiecd from 
fouagn domiii.ition hu' then li.qipmess will not he coinplet • imli ss (liev ,ire freed 
fiom the domination ot these conliols Thetefore T ho|ie now that the Honour- 
alile Ml Haiagop.il, II h, III -s m cootiol of iIin dep.u to., nt li< will see that the 
happiness of the Tncliaii peo|)le on gaming their fieedom aftei miinv long veais, 
IS not maned hv tlie pies.'iii e of these eontrols in .Time 10-18 

Sir, T agree with Piof li.ine.i .is to <»<) per rent of wh.it he said Qovern- 
ment also, I think, is follo.vmg the i.ohi v of abolishing these controls gradually 
After all th.it must he then poliev The eontiols, ,is has been otten said, are a 
necessary evil If we i an get rid of them tod.iv, no one would be h.ippier than 
the Honouiable Meiuhei m idnuge Itiit unfortun.it idv the conditions prevailing 
n the coiintiv m.ike these eontiols ne'-ess.ii v The otlii i d.iv it was said that 
the eontiols must lein im tor sometime more, because piodiictioii has been and 
will continue to be retarded on the account of the slioitage of coal If produc- 
tion is going to he retaidcd fhrn of course it would he diflieuU fo lift the con- 
trols from any of the commodities for the production of which coal is necessarv, 
hut there T hold a ditfeiciit opmioii 1 do not tlmik th.it the Khortiige of coal 
even if it is stilt theie. will continue to reiimin The greatest impedinicnt in 
the production of coal w.is till rcr-entlv slioigt.ige of wagons So far as that is 
concerned the Hoiionrahle the Hadwav Memiier gave us an assurance the other 
day that he is doing his very best to remove this shortage and T do not know 
whv he will be unsuceessful Tlierefore T do not believe that there is. going 
to he a shortage in the prodnrtion of coal Theie is enough coal underneath the 
earth in India and there is also no dearth of labour So the plea that prndueticn 
will be retarded on account of the shortage of coal cannot stand scrutiny. 
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i?'or these reasonb I do not think that it will be difficult lor the Honourable 
xMeiiiber in charge to lift the controls quickly. 

My Honourable friend Prof. Hanga said that the control should be 
lifted from cloth now 1 shall be happy li that can be done but in this 
particular case 1 have my * apprehensions. If the control on clotli is remov- 

ed just now in the midst of the shortage, what will happen is that the 
rich will get their cloth all light but it will be e.vtifcinely difficult for the poor 
to get their cloth During the worst days of cloth shortage that is what 
happened The rich were not deprived of their requirements but the poor 
did not get them and tlie House will remember that there were cases of suicide 
by women on account of the shortage of cloth Therefore, I apprehend 
that if the control on clotli is removed now, that situation may be repeated 
Now the production position is better than what it was in those days 
Imt unfortunately it is not the shortage of prodiu-tion so inucli as the character 
of some of our people that makes these controls necessary You know how shame- 
full c some of our iiuddleiiien behaved during the worst days that India passed 
through It was largeh on account of their conduct that there was that nastv 
famine in Bengal It was largely due to their conduct that the poor went 
without their cloth during the worst da.\s Therefore as long as that mentality 
lasts and none can den> that that inentalitv is still there, it will certainly be 
difficult for the Honourable Member in charge to remove the control on cloth 
here and now. Otherwise from the position of pioduction 1 think the removal 
of control from cloth would not have been imiiossible It is that mentality, 
that profiteering tendency that subsists in the countrv that will stand in the 

waj of removing the control on cloth just now This is a matter which has tr. 

bt examined by (loveinincnt very carefullv 1 think as the Honourable Mem 
her himself is peraonallv of the opinion that there should not be any of these 
controls, he will certainly deal with this matter more sympathetically than any 
other person in Ins position w'ould have done Therefore we can confidently 
hope that he will closely examine this question and tr\ to remove as many 
controls as possible within as short u time as possible We are confident of that 
1 will in this respect venture a suggestion My Honoiirnblo friend spoke about 
removing the control from cloth just now but I would like to .suggest that the 
control another commodity mai perhap.s be removed without any great 

risk. 1 mean the eontiol over sugar There is eertainly shortage of sugar ii, 
the country. There is no doubt about that But whal is the cause of the 

shortage? There may be other causes, coal shortagis for mstanee I do not 

believe it I have already dealt with it The mam cause foi the shortage of 
nijgar 18 I think the shoitago in cane production And what is the reason for the 
'.hf.rtage in cane production'’ I think the only reason is that we are not givim. 
proper prices to cane growers Unless we can create conditions under which 
the cane growers can get proper price for their cane T do not think that in sniU' 
of the best efforts that may be made in other dneelions, produetion of sugar n 
the country is going to rise I therefore suggest that the question should hi- 
lerv earefiilly examined whether e/>utro] from sugai can be removed just now 
If that is done there wull be hardship here and there, hut the results will not he^ 
.IS catastrophic as in the case of cloth for example Theie will be hardship 
The poor people will be affected. But the poor people ran depend on gur rather 
than on sugar. So far as the rich people are concerned they could purchase 
their sugar for their tea at a far higher price than they arc paying at present 
Therefore, even if the worst happens I think the danger will not be so great 
as it can be in the case of foodgrains or in the ease of cloth This question 
should therefore be seriously examined. 

I think, Sir, unless we try our best to throw these things under the play of 
tht economic ^forces in the country, normal conditions will never return Eoo- 
nomio forces will adjust themselves and will bring about normality Therefore, 
if by lifting the control from sugar we raise the price of sugar, that mav be 
unpalatable. But if you raise the price of sugar that will raise the prioo til 
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oajie also aud that will luorease the production ol cane, and coiibequently of 
AUgar. Therefore these eoonoiuio forces by acting and reacting on one another 
will ultimately bring about normal conditions. This is nothing new that 1 am 
saying. Eveiyone knows it. I only hope that the question will be seriously 
examined and such play of these economic forces should be induced as is possible 
under the oiroumstanoes prevailing in the country. 

81xrl Sri Prakasa: Mr. Deputy Pesident, air, it gives me much sombre 
satisfaction to support the cut that has been so ably moved by my Honourable 
fnend Professor Bangs This morning. Sir, m the course of the debate on an- 
other out, 1 ventured to ask the Honourable the Supply Member if he could 
possibly advance any reason for the sudden shortage of everything in the world. 
And he was at pams to tell me that if only I kept my eye open I could see the 
reason. The misfortune is. Sir, that I look at the world through white glasses 
and he through dark one Therefore, though both of us behind our glasses try 
to keep our eyes open, the fact is that we see the same thing of the world m 
different colours The reason that he advanced was something very different to 
the reason that 1 cun advance for this sudden catastrophe with which we are 
laced 

Forty years or more ugo 1 lead the then lainoub books by Dadubhai Naroji 
on “Poverty and the British Rule in ludi.a, ’ by Digby on “Prosperous British 
India,’’ by R C Dutt and others. Since then 1 have been told times without 
number that a major portion of the population of our country does not know 
what it is to have two square meals a day, and many not even wliat it is to have 
a full stomach, and that most of the people in the land are half naked — 
which half we need not worry about. When wo had, all these diflBculties from 
the very start, how is it that suddenly the whole problem cornea like a crash 
1 efore the Government and cverybodv wakes up to see what can be done 

I will tell him the reason It la this Because of the peculiar situation 
crested by the war, because of the voracious appetite of the urtnv people to linve 
everything of the best for themselves, liecanse of that, it suddenly happened 
that the well-to-do also began to suffoi from diHficulties which had faced only 
the poor before So thev looked about .ind tried to find out w.us and nicana of 
meeting their personal difficulties Therefore they established these controls, 
and began to pretend that there was a shortage of cloth, of food, of everything 
that was necessary for man and that the poor must be saved I’he poor remain 
where they were , the powerful and the influential have certainly been saved 
My only sorrow is that Professor Ranga has not moluded food also in the list 
of articles from which controls are asked to be removed 1 am for the rcmov.il 
of control over everything I may tell the Government this and if can accept 
my statement on the strength of its own expenence As soon as a control of 
any sort is removed, heaps of things come up from underground As soon as 
all the warrants on so-called absconders were removed, a large number of 
patriots appeared overground 

If control from food, from cloth and from everything was removed, all those 
things will appear on the surface in large masses to meet the requirements of 
everybodv I am only n lay man and T have a hoiror for experts, for T think 
a layman, an ordinar\ man is the biggest expert of all the things that reallv 
matter in life As a lavman, an ordinary man, a man in the street, as a com- 
moi. man, T can say this, that as long as inflation exists, as long as the Reserve 
Bank goes on printing artifieial money endlessly, so long the price, wTiieh is 
condemned as black market price w'ill remain the economic' price ^f the article 
concerned, and not all your efforts can prevent the prices being less All that 
you can do m this ' To those whom you like, those who are vonr officers and 
servants, those who, in their turn, are favourites of these, you can force people 
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io part with good*, food, cloth ond everything — at the price that you fix. But for 
the rest of us the piice will he the black niiirket price uiid uothiiig less. 

Those controls liave Hlv\a>8 spelt disuMoi in every field of buinaii endeinoiir 
There used to be celobate sects in the hlust and West alike They were re- 
ijuired to exercise the utmost control o\er all the urges of ordinary himmn nature 
I enn say this - and bistort ml) bear me out — that the largest iiiiinber of child- 
ren were' bom to the oolebate people Sir, tust as there was corruption and 
attendant difflcultieg becaneo of which the reforming sects sprang iip in differ- 
ent parts of the world to abolish this nonsense of celibacy and to permit the 
ii.sunl instmots of liuman nature to have pla> , so 1 >,av that it these controls .are 
abolished on various things in our country, everything mil tinrl its level and 
competition will also go. course there mil be distmbaiua for three or foui 

weeks. Any cbnngp brings about that But things mil soon quiet ilomi 

J have been a bit of a socialist myself in days gone-by But when I s.uv it ut 
work during this war, with all these controls, f found tb.it socialism was only 
.ijioLlu'i uiiirie foi blue, uietalis.K ion we li.i>e heaps of officers, sniall and lug, 
fanctioning in all sorts of places and luteretenng with human liberty and huinau 
necessity I liojiu, Sir. that tins )>u)cess will now stop We can bear, though 
with a pang, the expansion of the Executive I'ouncil fiom six to fourtoeii But 
we cannot bear the eternal expansion of all departments of Govermnent. They 
try to justlK their existence uiulei one pretence or another and they must go 
My biend . Karmarkar has abready given us examples of how different depart- 
nitnts of the State have been expanding enormously to the detriment of the 
welfare of the people. 

What ii happening is this. And as I come from a town where 1 have had 
peisonal experience of the working of controls, I can say that what is really 
happening is that Government servants have the first pick. My fnend Lt -Col. 
Chatterjee — I do not know why he ia called Lt.-Col. — has given us some illustr.'i- 
tions of how things go on Sir, (lovernment sen-ants have the first pick As 
soon as things arrive, they are supplied first of all It would indeed be difficult 
for me to imagine — I mean no harm — that in the eleven yturds of cloth that are 
allowed to the average oiti/en m iny province, the Emance Member could have 
even the number of ties that he seems to need And then the whole trade has 
been deflected from those in whose hands it was and who managed it well to the 
hands of those who do not know the business at all but who are just the favour- 
ites of the men in authority. In Benares, linceses of various shops have been 
given to persons who in the dark days of I942-4.'> were favourites of Government 
and the local officials, and who knew nothing of the trade The old traders 
have just been ruined and these new men have got the trade and all its profits 

The result is that in their shops they pretend to be high officers of State 
themselves If an ordinary .shopkeeper behaved in the w-ay that these gcntlo- 
men behave with the imprimatur of Government, we would give them a few 
slaps and make them behave better, but a.s we can not do that— they being 
Government men — they mix up a lot of dust, lot of atones and pebbles m the 
wheat and ata. We have no relief; and if we complain, we find that the Inspec- 
tors always give good certificate to their own men and we are told that there is 
nothing wrong with the stuff but that there must be something wrong with our 
own stomachs and tongues because of which we cannot digest them or we can- 
not feel the taste of them. With these favourites at work, with this new- army 
of officials at work, the people have been simply laid low 

t was hoping that with the advent of the present Govcrnrneiit all these con- 
trols wjll be removed and that all the stuff that is ly’ing underground wall be 
available. My Honourable friend said we are managing somehow- We are 
all better olothed than we were before. Well, that may be'so, but why: because 
those persons who want to clothe themselves properly have to go to the black 
market and they get everything they want in the black market. There must be 
plenty of things available underground for the needs of all seem to be met. 
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Otherwise how is it that we all get our cloth and we all get our food. We get 
ah the things we need and even Mr Ohatterjee is able to get his petrol. 

Now, Sir, 1 arn not a very straight laced person and 1 do not want to, pro- 
test as my friend Mr Chatterjee has done, that he has never taken petrol from 
the black market 1 have done it in dire need, and I can tell Government that 
1 am going to do it, because necessity knows no law, and if the Honourable 
Member is going to make bad laws, those laws are going to be broken. He has 
broken many bad laws himself m Ins lifetime and 1 am going to break some 
more if he persists m making them. 

My Honourable friend the Supply Member h*is asked me this morning — or 
was it yesterday morning, in the course of his answers to supplementfiries — to 
bring forward a Kesolutioii loi the reiiio\.il of control, if I was so keen about 
it. I ask him to regaid this u Hesolution on the lemoval of control Let him 
not get up at tlie end and tell the House that he would very much like the 
Resolution to be withdrawn after he has given his — what he calls — assurances 
Let us divide Let him accept a hundred rupees cut. This small cut from Ills 
salary will not be very hard for him Let him accept it Let him relieve the 
burden on the taxpayeis it only b\ Rs 100; and let us get the verdict of this 
House and let him accept the veidict He will then know what our real feelings 
are He will know that we all want this control to be leinoved T heartily sup- 
port this out and I hope Government will accept it 

Seth Sukhdev (Sind Non-Muhammadan Rural) 1 rise to support the cut 
motion of my friend Aoharya Hanga Control and corruption go together and 
as soon as a thing is put under control the stuff goes into the block market and 
if you are prepared to pay high prices you can receive any quantity there This 
control was necessitated by the war 'Die British Government purchased huge 
quantities of articles and these weie sent to the frontiers and when they re- 
treated, in order, these weie either destroied or were taken over by the enemies 
.md therefore tho\ required .another liuge set of articles Now that the war is 
over sinee two \eais, we do not vt-e wh' thrse controls should go on I say that 
the control of cloth, sugar, kerosene oil, iron and steel should be abobshed at 
once For example, take cloth Our Government is giving about a dozen 
vards per person and I can assure them that the people do not get even six 
yards. I have got in\ personal experience m Sind I have gone from village 
to village but even in Delhi in Ferozeshah Road, w'here I live, I asked the poor 
people living 14, Ferozeshah Road and they told me that they cannot get even 
.SIX yards At least everj person should get two dhoties and two shirts In pre- 
war days, thev were sufficient because the cloth was durable and strong but 
now thanks to our capitalist mill owners they have deteriorated cloth in quality 
Even my friend Mr Vadilal Lallubhai will admit that the quality is only l/4t.h 
of the pre-war quality How' can the poor men get on with two dhoties and 
two shirts? But even these are not obtainable. They told me that they are 
getting extra cloth from the block market where it is obtainable in huge quan- 
tities Whatever figures are given bv the mill owners, of their cloth production 
to the Textile Department are all incorrect Thev have got huge quantities of 
cloth which thev sell in the black market I know the mill owners very well 
They are my friends T know merchants as well and therefore I am in a posi- 
tion to tell yon that they have huge stocks of cloth and the moment control 
of cloth is removed, there will be no scaricty at all T am going to give you an 
example about silk and woollen cloth Everybody thought that when controls 
over them were to he removed, their price would go up. The price of silk has 
gone down by tO per cent. Only a few days back I went to Chandni Chowk 
and the silken saree that was obtainable for Es. 100 before, was being eagerly 
oirered for Es. 60. Then, I went to the Khadi Bhandhar, where I was shown 
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fint, cotton saree which was being quoted at E». 46» whereas tlie ordinary silken 
saree in the Bazar can be had for Ba. 36. So, if you r^more the control on 
cotton cloth, nothing will happen. The same was in the case of silk and woc8._ 
The moment the control was litfed from these commodities, the cupboards of all 
the shops were full of silk and woollen cloths withni a few days. It appears as 
thpugh they had fallen from the sky and now you can have things of your choice 
and at prices which are much less than the control prices. 

So far as sugar, kerosene and steel and iron arc concerned, the poor villagers 
got very insignificant quantities of them If you remove the control from these, 
they are not going to lose anything. These people will, then, be able to get 
nil these commodities, though at a littlc higher price In connection with cloth, 
I' will draw the attention of the lloiioiirahle Member concerned, to an advertise- 
ment which appeared m the Stateaman of 9th March. It is said therein, that 
the Disposals Department are selling thousands of celonese parachutes and then - 
export is allowed. As we all know, this parachute cloth is very durable and it 
ia this cloth that is being purchased by the poor people who cannot get controlled 
oloth in the Bazaar. And it is from this cloth that they are having their Shal- 
wars and shirts It is very difficult to nnstich each part of parachute, but the 
poor people can do it. If you allow its export, it will also go into black market 
I shall, therefore, request that these parachutes should not be allowed for export 
Then, Japan is producing lot of cloth which is unfinished and we read that the 
British and American merchants want to purchase that cloth, finish it and then 
soil it m the world markets Why bhould we not get a part of that cloth? I 
can assure you that it will not affect our industry for many years because a very 
small quantity of these matciials mil C' :- fiom outside. I, therefore, request 
the Honourable Member ooneerned that he should relax lestnctions on the 
import of these essential conniiodities and do away with these licences because 
they have all produced lot of coriupfion 

TJiLii, Sir, about the expoit We have got lot ot cotton iii our hands Only 
tile other day, (he JTonouriihle Member for Industries and Supplies told us 
during the question hour and I would liki' to'read out what he said 

"Seth Sukhdev : Is the Honourable Member awai© Uiat oven at this low rate mill- 
owners are not coming into the market to purchase the cotton ' 

The Honovrabh Srt 0 Bfijagopalachari The floor is fixed and the ceiling is fixed 
Tliey considered all matters and it is to be expected that p’ricos may near the floor sometime.s 
and sometimes the ceiling. As to whether millowners have wickedly refused to buy is a 
matter of very difficult negotiation. My information is that they have enough stocks 
tnd we cannot compel people to buy when they have enough stocks." 

T would particularly invite the attention of the Honourable Members to the 
last sentence of the Honourable Member's answer. I do not understand why 
there should be any restrictions on the export of staple cotton. Do they wish 
to ruin the agriculturist for the sake of some gam to millowners 1 The mill- 
owners have already gained crores and crores; their pillows are full of gold I 
would, therefore, request the Honourable Member to at once remove restric - 
tions on export of cotton and allow the agriculturist to get a fair price 

As regards the export of wool, I do not know why there should be any restric- 
tion there. In times of< war Government required blankets and many other 
tluiigs. But now that the war is over, our mills are interested in Indian wool 
to a small extent T wish, therefore, that the wool should be allowed to be 
exported free. 

In the end, I would request the Honourable Member concerned to remove 
oontrols from cotton cloth, sugar, iron and steel and other commoffities. About 
iron and steel, I may inform the House that people who wanted it for bona fide 
purposes did not get although they applied for it for over six months. On some 
teewical grounds their applications were held up Unless they grease the palms 
if cortupt officials, they are not going to get iron and steel. I have got personal 
experience of it. In oonolusion, I would a^in request the Government to re- 
move all these controls and gain the blessings of 40 crores of Indian people, 
except a few thousand capitalists and some cori’upt officials. 
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.-Obauilli;^ Sri oiumd (Nominated N<Ki-Offic,cial) . (The Honourable Member 
i^poke in Hindustani. Por Hindustani text see Appendix to the Debates for the 
l-2th March, 1947. English translation given below. — Ed. of D.) 

Sir, a friend of mine said .^jtt the police was now third on the list and ou 
my asking on which list he rS^ied that formerly they were first m conniption 
but now first in this respect is the Supply Department, second, Central 
P. W. D. and third, police. Control and corruption, in my opinion, are one and 
the same, when at first controls were imposed villagers thought that owing to 
war Government was in need of money and so they have given the articles on 
contract. They thought that Government wanted contributions from those 
contractors The> ne^ cr believed nor do they believe now that this was done 
for the poor. I think on the Interim Government’s coming into oflice everybody 
expected that the controls would be removed. But, now it appears that the 
same old clerks and officials give advice to the Interim Government that it 
I oiitrols were removed poor people W'ould die They will not get this, t,hey will 
not get that The fact is that if controls are removed poor people would 
get at least third or fouith class thing® Undci the controls they went 

to give them first class things Have vou evei heard of getting a good 

thing under the control” Begarding cloth which is sent to Villages 1 can 
sav from my own experience that sellers sometimes send bales of handkerchiefs 
and sometimes of sanes What will the villagers do with handkerchiefs and 
Maries I’ They never think nor do the Honourable Member understand that 

villagers want cloth for dhotis and petticoats Tho\ force them to buy tlicir 

quota of saris When they say what will they do wuth sari” They are told io 
let it be put ill then names and then to return it to them That is how fhe 
controls are maintained In addition, they say that poor people got things 
cheap under control. I say that the way in which controls are mainiium^ me 
not at all the light method of control On this side of the Jumna flic rate of 
gur is Bs 18 per maund, while on the other side it is Bs. 20 per m.iund A 
person who gets its contract earns two to four lakhs of rupees 

Mr. Deputy President: The Honourable Mcmboi can cotUinuc his siicoch 
tomorrow. 

The Assembly then adjourned Till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, the 1.3th 
March, 1947. 
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The Assemt)!^ mei in the Assembly Chamber of the Coonoil Hoxise at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) in the 
Chair. 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers 
Road Bollxb Mission Rbpobt. 

1901. * i rahsj r a l l n a fn tr Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda: (a) Will the Honourable 
Member for Industries and Supplies be pleased to state if the Government of 
India propose to publish the Report of the Road Roller Mission ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Mission recommended, that except for the steam- 
boiler and diesel oil engine parts, the rest of the components of road rollers may 
be manufactured in India? 

(o) Is it a fact that the D. G. I. S. D., London had been asked to place orders 
for 891 complete road rollers? If so, why? 

The Henounble Sri O. BelegopeUchari: (a) Sir, I should like to take this 
opportunity to state the circumstances leading up to the appointment of tlio 
Road Roller Mission. During the war many road rollers were taik'en over for 
the constiuction of military and air force works. The burden of civil work, 
therefore, fell on smaller number of road rollers the lives of which were conse- 
quently shortened. During the war replacement was impossible. In the 
meantime vast postwar road development schemes had also been prepared. 
At the end of the war, therefore, an abnormal demand arose for 8,400 road 
rollers of which nearly 1,400 were required immediately. This should be 
compared with the normal annual demand of 200 to 3(X) road rollers per annum. 
The possibility of indigenous manufacture was considered. It was found that 
it was unlikely that such capacity would exceed 300 road rollers a year, i.e., the 
normal annual requirement. The problem, therefore, was to obtain as many 
road rollers as possible as quickly as possible. Simultaneously with this came 
up the question of uthsation of Ordnance Factories for civil production It 
was decided to enlist the co-operation of some UK Road Roller Manufacturers 
to advise on the possibility of utilising the capacity of Ordnance Factories for 
this purpose. As a result of the investigations carried out by the Mission, arrange-’ 
ments were made with the UK firms to undertake the manuf^ture of 1,500 
■road rollers in co-operation with the Ordinance Factories and the Indian asso- 
ciates of these firms I have placed on the table a copy of the rress Note 
% which summarises the position The Report of the Mission was in the- nature 
of a preliminary survey intended for departmental use only and as it deals 
with Ordnance Factories, it cannot be published. 

(b) The opinion expressed by the Mission was that, given the right techni- 
cal guidance, the resources of Indian Ordnance Factories were more than ade- 
quate to deal with the manufacture of components and sub -corn ponents for the 
Road Rbllers required by Tndia. 

(c) Yes, Sir. Orginally. orders ^for 801 road Toilers were placed ; 'bi^t Wl^en as 
a result of the recommendations of the Road Itoller Mission, tlip sc Ke tjae’ of 
part manufacture in Tndia and nart manufacture in the, ' Uriited , Tvihj^on' 

-I ^ ^ -U'Wf if ii. 

‘Amnrer to this qoMtlon lald’da lbs riaUe,'llM upMtioiMr bs{og almtit. . 

.■H iim V ■ ^ 

J.-1 .• !. J m .,!> »i'i 
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iiiaterwhsed, the number was reduced to 250 for which commitments had 
already been made by the D.Q.I.B.D., Blackpoc^. Subsequently an indent 
for another 60 road rollers was placed on a UK firm os these rollers were repor- 
ted to be available and there were pressing demands from indentors for im- 
mediate supply. The ’mmediate requirements of roads had to be met while 
v^e were reorganising the production in Ordnance Factories. 


RBESS N0T4S 

Bead RoUtn for India — Ordnance Faetoriet and Indian Firmi to prodaoe Ueinical 
information from U. K. 

One thoucand Steam and five hundred Dieael Road Rollers of the Brituh type will be 
iiianafactured by Indian Ordnance factonea and certain Indian firms in co-operation with 
timufacturers in the U. K., as a result of the recommendations of the Road Rollers Mission 
which visited India early this lear and the negotiations carried on by the Government of 
India with the reproeentativea of British concerns 

H is hoped tliat this will go a long way to meet the large demand for Road Rollers in 
connection with the Road Development Schemes of the Central and Provincial Governments 
Slid Indian States and pave the way for the eventual manufacture of complete unite of road- 
making machinery in the country. 

The entire scheme will coal about Ks. 4,40,00,000 nearly 40 per cent, of which will be 
incurred in the Indian Ordnance factones and the rest in InJ^ian and associated Biitish 
couoems. Deliveries are expected to start early next year for completion, withm two 


The terms agreed upon provide inter alia that jigs, patterns, drawings, designs, and 
other technical information will be made available in t^ country and that such technical 
personnel and co-ordmating cells as may be required by the Ordnance Factories and other 
Aims oonoeraed will be provided by the contracting British firms. 

The arrangements are that complete boiler and gear units in respscc of steam rollers and 
engines and gear units in respect of Diesel rollers will be unport^ from the U, K. and 
the rest manufactured m the Ordnance factories and two Indian firms. Erection, assembly, 
commisSionmg and servicing will be done entirely in India, 

A trial order for twelve Diesel road rollers is proposed to be placed on an Indian firm 
Efforts are also being continued to locate capacity which will enable the manufacture of 
complete road rollers in India. 

The visit of the Road Roller Mission, consisting of the representatives of the British 
Road Roller Industry selected by the India Office on the advice of the Board of Trade and 
the Federation of Contracton’ Plant, was arranged by the Government of India in oon- 
’ suitatiou with the Secretary of State, The Mission visited the various Indian Ordnance 
factories and reported to the Government on the possibility of utilisation of the plant, tools, 
pereonnel and the general facilities available. The Mission also discussed with the Govern- 
ment of India the terms on which the manufacturers in the U. K, would be prepared to 
CO operate, with the scheme. Subsequently the present agreement was arrived at between 
tbe Government of India and the manufactniers in the U K. 

DFPaETMBNT or Inovstbibs and Supfubs, 

A>ie DelAi. Auywst 1, 1946. 


Fall isr Pbodttotion op Cloth, Sboae, Cbmhnt, Stbhl, sto., 

908. *Mr. Mann Snbedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Induatriei 
and Supplies be pleased to state whether it is a fact that production of all 
articles auoh as cloi^, sugar, paper, cement, steel, kerosene, petrol and jute 
has considerably fallen in India, compared to the previous year? 

* (b) Do Oovemment propose to lay on tbe table of tbe House a atatem^ 

showing the figures of pre-war production of these articles and the produotira 
for 19^-49, and indidOte to vdxat extent production will he less during 1946-47? 
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(c) What are the prinoipal reasons for the decrease in production? 

(d) What fteps fie Government taking to reduce inflation by the method of 
increased produotio'i in the country? 

The Boaouhble Sri 0. Bajagopiaachaii: (a) The production oi oktih, ateel, 

kerosene and petrol fell in 1945-46 compared with the production of the pre- 
\ious year. I'hc production of sugar, paper, cement and jute manufacture* 
showed some increase. 

(b) and (c). A statement is laid on the table. 1 have indirated therein the 
renums for the fall in productior 

(d) Mor j than one party has to co-operate in order to ino ease production. 
Governmen i ate endeavouring to do everything in their pow ar to increase the 
production of the commodities which are in short supply. JHot instance, the 
lollowmg Sjeps have been taken in respect of various com' nodities. 

Texiiltl .—(1) Regulation of types of cloth produced. 

(2) Wofldng of three shh'ts wherever possible. 

And I should add, a more exacting enquiry into the possibilities of giving 
considerably greater quantity of yam to handlooms in the homes of weavers 

Sugar ->Fority-flve new sugar factories are to be set up during the next five 
yeurs 

Papef *^(1) Assistance in the procurement of raw materials, machinery, 
technical service, etc., is being affixed to the Paper Mills. 

(2) Under the Paper Control (Production) Order, the production of paper by 
the Indian Mills has been restricted. to certain specified varieties so as to secure 
the maximum output. 

(8) The Technical Officers of the Directorate General of ludnstries and 
Supplies ^sit the paper mills from time to time and give whatever assistance 
may be possible. 

(4) Advice and assistance are given to convert old uneconomic units into 
economic units. 

Cement, — A Mg expansion progromme, planned for completion by 1952, for 
the Cement luduatry has been sponsored by the Government of India. 

V 

Steel. — ^Eveiy eflort is being made to supply the required quantity i.nd ' 
quality of ooal to the Steel Industry as this is the main obstacle to the utilisa- 
tion of the full productive capacity of the Industiy. Schemes for the expansion 
of the productive capacity are under way and the recommendations of thp Iron 
& Steel (Major) Panel regarding the setting up of new works are under consi- 
deration. 

Production of billets from scrap is being stepped up at the Metal and 
Steel Factory, Ishapore by changing the furnaces from acid to basic. A 
scheme for adding two more furnaces is under examination. 

Kerosene and Petrol. — Search for new oil-fields, postponed during the war 
owing to the lack of equipment and technical personnel, is being resumed on ^ ■ 
targe scale. 

Jute Manufactures. — The present manufacturing capacity is considered 
roughly adequate to meet the needs of the country and the present inflation is 
a temporary phase owing to the increased demand in connection w.'th imports 
of food-ktulft. 
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Commodity 

Production 

Reasons for the fall in pro* 
duetion during 1946-46 
as compared with 
pre-war period 


Pre-war 

1946/46 

1946/47 

(estimate) 


Sugar 

7,68,000 tons 

9,60,339 tons 

9,60,000 tons 


Paper 

64,000 „ 

1,08,000 „ 

1,06.100 „ 


Cement 

16,11,900 

20,76,300 „ 

20.76,300 „ 


Petrol 

00,600 

67,732 „ 

66,000 „ 


Cloth 

6972 million 
yards. 

6197 million 
yards. 

6,600 million 
yords. 

(1) Reduction of hours of 
shifts from 9 to^8, from 
' August 1946. 





(2) Riots, strikes and lock- 
outs in producing centres. 

(3) Absenteeism among 

labour. 

Steel . 

7,36,000 tons 

9,00,000 tons 
(calendar jear 
1946) 

9,00,000 tons 
(calendar year 
1947) 


Kerosene . 

1,10,000 „ 

63,646 tons 

46,716 tons 

(1) Exhaustion of known oil- 
delds. 





(2) Increase in the production 
of allied articles, e. g., pet- 
rol, because row mrterial 
for petrol. Kerosene and 
other refined petroleum 
products 18 the same viz. 
crude petroleum. 

Jute menu, 
factures. 

11,03,000 „ 

10,86,000 .. 
(crop yef.r 

July-June) 

9,87,000 „ 

(crop year 

July-June) 

(1) St-tutory limit- tion of 
of working 1 ours to 48 per 
week. 





(2) Shortage of labour and 
raw jute needed' to permit 
Jute Mills to ruh a second 
shift. 


Xr. Msnu Subedar: Will the Government examine the question of giving 
bonus for increased production and also the question of giving bonus for extra 
work which the workmen may put in? 


The SoDOuraUe Sri 0. RaiagopeUohari: The matter difficult as it is will be 

considered. 

Kr. Xaau Subedar: Have Government considered the proposals which I 
put at the time of the budget discussion, namely that soKio mtieles like cement, 
steel and timber we ryqaired both by Government and for .pro- 

gramme and will Q<lvemment consider the 'questUia pf .suapedd^g 
peii^ of two years import duties thereon? Of course there 
of these articles in the world which will come out, but it will fa 

smoothen the distribution of the existing commodities? 
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Ths Bp^urable Sri 0. BaJagopalBChuri; That too will be consid^^, Sir. 

lb. 1^.' b; Beo^; As shortage of coal and particularly of the r^t type of 
coal IS respopsible in many cases for the difficulties which the di^er^^ indusifrie? 
are experiencing, is the Honourable Member tn a position to state to the House 
as to when Government expect to give efiect to the recommendations made by 
the Indian Coal Fields Committee? 

Th« BPWNuaple Sri 0. BuJ^gopalicliui: ^ir, the position is clear enough, 
but to give effect to the proposals will take a gradual readjustment of the 
supply and movement of coal. Immediate change over being diffieult — and it 
may produce dislocation of even the existing production, — we have to take » 
little more time than probably Honourable Members are prepared for. I think 
a certain amount of forbearance is necessary in regard to the time necessary tof 
making these changes. The resources of coal ample, but the difficulty i( 
transport, chiefly, and the quality of coal necessary for metallurgical purposes. 
The conservation of that quality is receiving every attention on the pert of Gov- 
ernment. As to time it is difficult to tell, but I suppose if I say sbc months, it 
would be fairly correct. 

Mr. K. 0. Beogy: Is the Honourable Member's departmept in close touch 
with the Bailway Department for the purpose of devising methods by which 
the bottle neek which the railway trab^iort represents can be terttrifcd? 

The honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalacharl: I am trying to keep in touch with 
the Honbiirable Member for IVahsport who is hearing the question and we shall 
4o everything possible to bring tnatters to proper working shape. 

Mr. K. 0. Keogy: What is the result of this co-operation so far? 

The Bononrable Sri 0. Ba]^(^aUcharl: I think that if the Honourable 
Member will put dosrn a question on this to the Bailway Member, it would be 
better aps^er^ by bjm. 

Sri V. 0. YoUingUi Cteundar: With regard to production of sugar, there is 
BO much dj^ulty {iI|out transport of sugaisrane to the factory and q^cialfy in 
South tnd>a there U the difficulty of obiliining fuel also. Con^iide^g the 
^ecreAsb in the ' production of sugar, will the Government consider the advia- 
ability of giving proj/cr value for sugarcane and also afford better transport faci- 
lities and.^8lBO for iiicieased supply of fuel /or sugar factories ? 

The BMMirable Sri 0. SaJagopalaeiiKd: Here also I would recommend to 
the Honourable Member to put down a question for the Food Melhber and 
another question for the Transport Member. 

Dr. ZU TTddin Ahmad: In view of the fact that shortage of coal is due 
primarily, to taraospoirt difficultiest may I ask whether be has appiMbhed the 
Defence Department to release vra^na which are not being used by them? 

Dw Bbon^rnhle Sri 0. Bajagopalaolu^: The suggestion made has been 
heard by the TMnsport Member and he will answer if a question is put. 

BaAtei^ iBit not a fqct tiiat keropens tedfiy is not 
in short supply but on ibe other hand is abundant and that it cannot, be supplied 
in adequate quantities because of lack of containers? 

Tl^'e O’ Magopalpchpil: it is not merely the question of 

containers, rgif material for kerosene, petrol, and crude oil is the ssma. 
There is a s^^t e,4ange-over from one to the other and that is psth^PB the 
reasoji shortage of k'eroaepe. 

Panffit T ifc ln i hiul Kanta Maitra: Is it not a fact that abundant quantities of 
kerosene Jiaye nov come from Abadan in the Persian Gulf and it is not in short 
BWppIy libjr? 

3^oin<l||irf|b4(>,8rf q. Rajfgoypajia^Jifq: ' I should like to have notice of tha,t 
•question. .> • 



1826 LKOIHIJITIVE ASSEMBLY [ IStH MaK. 1947 

Hr. Mauu Subedar: With regard to the increased demand of Govemmehi 
for their own departments of ten thousand tons of paper every year, may I know 
whether Government will adopt the suggestion made by the Stemding Committee 
of the department that they should, as they said, negotiate for the import of 
this additional quantity of ten thousand tons from outside for their own purposes 
and not take it out of the very limited supply that is available for the non* 
ofiBcial community? 

The Honourable Sii 0, Bsjagopalacharl: I understand the suggestion is that 
indigenous paper may be left for civil consumption and Government might ear* 
mark foreign paper for themselves. I am disinclined to set a bad example from 
the side of Government in this matter but the question will be considered. 

Babu Earn BarayaD Singh: May I know what the recommendation at the 
Coal Cess Committee is? 

Th» HonouraMe Sil 0. Ba]agopaUchaxl: I should like to have notice. 

Pandit Lakahml Xanta Maitra: Is it not a fact that there has been a pers»t> 
ent complaint from the public that vast quantities of metallurgical coal are being 
wasted? May I know if Govjmmenb have taken any definite steps so far to 
prevent dissipation of this higfi grade metallurgical coal, as the question is being 
raised since 1642? 

The Honourable Sii 0. Bajagopalachaii: Very definite steps have been 
taken to reduce the use by railways of metal' urgical coal. But, as I said before, 
there are a few eomplicationa in making an mmediate change-over and to reach 
the target of reduction in regard to the use cf metallurgical coal on railways. It 
will take time; I am trying my best to get it done, and the Transport Member 
who is hearing ^liese questions' will certainly help in the matter. 

Gljdiko Clubs i» India. 

903. *lCr. A imed B. B. Jafler: (a) Will the Secretary of the Communica> 
tions Departme t please state the number of Gliding Clubs in India? 

(b) What iii the policy of Government towards gliding in this country? 

(o) What uteps are being taken by Government to encourage gliding in 
future ? ,1 

(d) Are Government aware that there is a Gliding Club in Poona started by 
the Indian Gliding Association I<td., having a beautiful site with hangars, 
gliders, eto. ? 

(e) Tf so, what encouragement was given by Government to this Institution 
in the past and what is going to be done in future? 

(f) What was the subsidy given by Government to this Institution and for 
how long, and what is the subsidy sanctioned for the future? 

(g) Was any amount included for gliding purposes In the budget for 1946-47,. 
and what amount will be included in the budget proposals for 1947-48? 

Mr. Masaitat Husain Zuberi; (a) There used to be one Club at Poona which 
is now defunct. 

(b) and (c). The Government of India’s general intentions relating to Gliding 
are outlined in para. 6 of the pamphlet on "Post War Planning— Aeronautical 
Training and Education” a copy of which is in the library of the House. Gliding 
is basically a sporting activity and the initiative must bt taken by those who are 
interested in it Government support will depend on the success achieved on the 
basis of local initiative. 

(d) The Indian Gliding Association started activities on a site at Poona in 1941 
with financial assistance mm the Government of India, but the activities oeased 
in 1942. The hanger was a temporary structure. Government are not awarw 
that the Association owns at present any serviceable gliders. 
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(e) and (f). In 1941 Government sanctioned a scheme costing about 
£s. 1,17,000, including capital and recurring grants, for encouraging gliding, 
but, for various reasons, ttie scheme could not be put into effect and the activities 
had to be suspended in 1942. From 1941 to the end of 1946, Government grant- 
ed financial assistance to the Association amounting to Rs. 65,807. 

(g) No specific provision for financial assistance to “gliding” is included in 
the budget estimates for 1946-47 but an ex-gratia payment of Ks. 3,000 has been 
made to the Indian Gliding Association during the year. No specific provision 
has been proposed for subsidy to Gliding Clubs in the budget estimates for the 
year 1947-48. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: Assimnng that this club is defunct — which 1 
emphatically deny— is it a fact that the Director-General of Civil Aviation him- 
self wrote to the Association to put the Association in cold storage because one 
of his inexperienced friends handled a glider and met with an accident? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberi: 1 lake it the Honourable Member is referring 
to the unfortunate accident in which one of the Senior officers of the Civil 
Aviation Directorate — and not a friend of the D. G. C. A. — was involved in 
1942 and m which he lost both his eyes That was a contributory cause The 
glivier which the officer was piloting and the other gliders purchased by the 
Association were purchased without expert advice from the D. G. C. A. 13ut 
the closing down of their activities was due to the fact that the war in 1942 
demanded that those activities should be diverted to more useful fields 

Mr. Ahmed S. H. Jailer: Is it a fact that the Government of India gave no 
help to this Association and their attitude has been most unsympathetic, for- 
getting the fact that Hitler 

Mr, Preaidant: The Honourable Member need not argue; he can only ask 
tor information. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: I want to know if the attitude of the Government 
of India has not been very unsympathetic. 

Mr, Preiident: That is a matter of opinion. The Honourable Member may 
ask whether any help was given by Government, and if not, what the reasons 
were. 

Mr. Ahmed S. H. Jafler: May I know why no encouragement was given to 
this Association? 

Mr. Maaarrat Huaain Zuberi: I have given information regarding the 
assistance given in the past and I have stated that the support of Government 
to gliding will depend on the initiative shown by local enterprise I think this 
is a form of activity in which those who advocate private enterprise should 
show some enterprise. 

Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal: Is it a fact that some of the universities have 
from time to time asked the Government of India to make arrangements for. 
gliding facilities for them? 

Mr. Masarrat Huaain Zuberi: I shall require notice of that question 

Mr, Ynint Abdoola Harooii:»Is this not one of the ways to make Indians 
air-minded? 

Mr. Mhaarrat Husain Zuberi: Export advice docs not support that view. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: With regard to the Honourable Member's state- 
ment that finding is basically a sporting activity, is the Honourable Member 
aware of t-he fact that Hitler invaded various islands as a result of gliding enter- 
prise ? 
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HumIh Zubeii: With what results ! 

Mr. PiMideatl Order, order; next question. 

Impost op Motob Cabs fsom U. K. awd U. S. A. 

904. *Mr. Ahmed X. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable Member ior 
Transport please state how many motor cars have arrived in India during the 
half year ending December 1946 from different countries, stating separately the 
number received from England and the United States of America? 

(b) How were these distributed and what was the number distributed to each 
Province ? 

(c) Is it a fact that in certain Provinces la India the permit vjtifiva. hap MPQk 
abolished? If so. what are the reasons thepefpr? 

(d) In what Provinces has this been done? 

(e) What are the Provinces where the permit system is still in force and what 
are the reasons for oontinuing this system in certain Provinces, while it has 
been discontinued in certain others? 

' (f) Is it a fact that in Provinces where there is no permit system, motor 

dealers are doing black-marketmg m selling new cars disregarding the control 
prices fixed by Government? If so, what steps do Government propose to take 
to see that black-marketing is avoid^ and cars are sold at control prices? 

(g) Is it a, fp 9 t that hi^embers of tl^e Constituent Assembly were o£|ered new 
cars. wl;ereae Members of the Central Lejp^tura have not been so offered? 

(h) What are the reasons for this differential treatment between Members of 
these two bodies? 

The Bonoorable Or. John Matthal: (a) Information showing the total 
number of motor cars which arrived in India during the half year ending Decem- 
ber 1946 is not yet available During the half yew enduig 30th September 1940, 
A771 motor, cars arrived, m Indie, of which 2,6M came from the United King- 
dom, 2Q5 from the United States of America and 798 from Canada 

(b) Allocations to Provinces and Indian States were made on the basis of 
statements^ of expected shipments of motor vehicles furnished by iniporters 
month by month. Out of the expected shipments of 3,714 motor cftrs during the 
six months ending September 80th, 1946, 8,499 were allocated to Provinces and 
ludiBii States on the basis of vehicle census figures and. the distribufana is given 
in a statement which is laid, on the table. The balance of 215 cars which was not 
allocated was not reported until the end of September, and there was insufiScient 
time to arrange for the allocation of this number before the 1st of October, 1946, 
on which date control was lifted. 

(c) , (d) and (e). The Honourable Member is presumably referring to control 
over distribution of motor vehicles, whereby permits to purchase motor cars 
were issued under control orders published under the provisions of the Defence 
of India Rules. With the lapse of the Defence of India Rules, the power ter 
control distribution and price of motor cars vested in the Provincial Govern- 
ments, and it was for each Provincial Government to decide whether or not to 
reimpose such control! Control has been reimposed in the Punjab, Assam and 
the N. W F. P , Madras continued control for some months but is now under- 
stood td have discontinued it. 

ff' The Honourable Member is referred to the reply given on February the 
I7th, 1947, to question No. 835 by Sardar Mangal Singh 
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(g) and (h). A special pool of new motor cars was reserved for members of 
the Coustitupnt Assombly (including those who were members of the Central 
Legislature also) who did not possess cars and who had attempted without success 
to obtain permits from Provincial or State Motw Transport Controllers of the 
Province or State concerned. The decision to reserve these cars was taken on 
August the 22nd, 1946, at which time the distribution control bad only a short 
period in which to run, and it was considered that members of the Constituent 
Assembly, who were expected to have to spend the greater part of the year in 
Delhi, would need special facilities to purchase motor cars for their use. 


fitrttemont showing the allocation of oars that were expected in the country during the period 
April to September 1046 | 


Country of origin 


Name of Provmoe or State 

U. K. 

U. 8, A. 

Other coun- 
tries 

J^rovmeet. 





Bombay 


4)6 

36 

123 

C. P. A Berar 


83 

6 

24 

Bengal 


3»3 

48 

68 

Bilisr .... 


106 

7 

40 

Assam ...... 


60 

6 

38 

OnssH 


20 

2 

8 

SlHdr.is 


282 

26 

12T 

Punjab 


126 

13 

47 

Delhi .... 


105 

43 

36 

V. P 


141 

14 

43 

Bilui 


i4»i 

11 

18 

B.iluclustan . . 


36 

2 

8^ 

N, W. P. !».... 


23 

1 

i 

Ajmer-llenr''.ra . . 


1» 

1 

7 

■Cooorg 




1 



1.948. 

213 

697 

Indian 





Hyderabad ... 


63 

6 

28 

Kolhapur Jb^Decoan States . 


12 


7 

Strode Indi.i A Qujr «t S|tat«8 


91 

1 

. 21 

li(.,'Bore ’ 


92 

5 

84 

V,4raB.St|i4tlH< . 


67 

2 

16 
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Namo of Provmoe or f,tat® 

Country of origin 

U. K. 

U, 8, A. 

Other coun- 
tries 

Punjab StatM ... 

10 

2 

10 

R<!jputana StAlea 

133 

1 

9 

Eastern States . . I 

15 

2 

I 

C. I. States 

54 

2 

1ft 

Qwalior, Rampur and Bf naies States 

20 


» 

J'lmmu k Kaslunir 

8 

1 

11 

Kalat . . 

1 



Sikkim 

1 




657 

22 

162 

Total 

2,506 

235 

759 



3,499 



Xot«. — Tweatjr &ve per rent eztrA was allocated to Delhi over and above the quantity which 
would have bew due to tms Province according to the Vehicle censue, on account of the 
larger official population aa compared with the small size of tliis Province. 


S«Ui GtoTlnd Ow: Is it; a fact that since this control has been lifted th» 
prices of caw have increased so much that black-marketing is going on and no- 
body is able to get cars at the prices which are fixed by the producers'’ 

The HononnUe Dr. John Ifotthid: I understand that prices higher thw 
control prices have been charged in certain cases but the remedy, I think, is in 
the hands of purchasers themselves because the control prices are announced 
from time to time in newspapers and if anybody is charged higher than tha 
control price I think he ought to report it to the distributor concerned and to the 
Motor Dealers Association. 

Mr. Ahmed X. H. Jafler: Tn view of the fact that black-marketing in new 
cars is going on in Delhi under the very nose of the Honourable the Transport 
Member, may I know whether he is prepared to reconsider the question of re- 
introducing permit system at least in the province of Delhi. 

The HononraUe Dr. John Matthai: The general question of re-imposingp 
control raises rather diflicult conBtituti<nial points because if the Central Legis- 
lature is to acquire powers for resuming control, it would be necessary to put 
fhrouffh parliamentary legislation vesting the Central Legislature with that 
authority, but motor cars are not one of the articles which are included in th© 
parliamentary legislation which was put through in February 1946. Recently a 
reference was made to the Secretary of State to include further articles in this 
legislation, but the Secretary of State has replied that there is not enough parlia- 
mentary time for putting mrough legislation. As regards the particular point 
which my Honourable friend raised, it is open to the Chief Commissioner of 
Delhi Province to re-impose control if he likes, but personally I think this-controV 
would be ineffective because the two maritime provinces of Bombay and Bengal, 
which are primarily concerned with import, have no control and the neighbouring 
province of U. P. has no control, so any con^l which may be introduced by th© 
Chi.^f Commissioner of Delhi is not likely to be effective. 



STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ISSL 

Mr. Akmoi X. H. JaX«r: Assuming that the Chief Commissioner of Delhi 
re-ints-oducei control, is it not a fact that cars arriving in New DelW will be- 
sold to bon I fide buyers under a system of permit? How does the Honourable 
Member sa;; that it would not be operative? 

Mr, PrtltdSDt: It is a matter of aigument 

Mr. Tusof Abdoola Haroon: With reference to the Honourable Member a 
reply to part (h) of the question, the Honourable Member stated that a certain 
.'lumber of cars were reserved for members of the Constituent Assembly and 
Central Assembly. May I ask whether these cars were reserved only for mem- 
bers of the Constituent Assembly who were also members of the Central 
Assembly or for members of the Central Assembly also, because no such circular 
has been circulated to members of the Central Legislature? 

' The Honourable Or. John Matthai: A special pool of new motor oars was 
ieserved for members of the Constituent Assembly many of whom happen to be- 
iiiembers of the Central Legislature. 

Mr. Ahmed X. H. Jalter: In view of the fact that many of us cannot get 
new cars, may I ask whether the Honourable Member would be prepared to con- 
sider the question of allotting a certain number of cars to such members who> 
need them from the stock which is lying with the Disposals Department? 

The HoQOoraUe Dr. John Matthai: I should like to look into that question, 
although I am not sure whether any action can be taken. 

Shri Sri Pnkaaa: Will the Honourable Member give us an idea of the 
amount of money that will be sent out of the country in purchasmg these cars and 
if he is satished that car is such a useful thing that so much money can safely be 
eeut out for it? 

(No reply was given.) 

Mr. YoBaf Abdoola Haroon: He has got a new car 

Star! Sri Prakaaa: No, I have not. 

Import of Petrol. 

906. *Mr. Aimed X. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Transport please state separately the number of gallons of petrol imported inU> 
India during the first and second halves of the year 1046, giving the names ot 
the countries and the quantity imported from each of them'’ 

(b) What is the number of gallons expected to be Imported into India during 
the first half of the year 1947? 

(c) Is it a fact that the petrol situation in India has improved in view of the 
demand of the military having been considerably reduced? 

(d) If so. what is the reason for continuing petrol ration in India? 

(e) How long will this continue? 

({) Are Oovemment aware that the shortage of petrol for civil consumption 
is retarding the resumption of peace time activities in commerce and industry, 
and if so, do Government propose to review the whole question? 

(g) What are the difficulties on account of which the control continues, anck 
what steps are being taken to overcome such difficulties? 

(h) Is it not a fact that control has been lifted in some other belligerent 
countries ? 

(i) Are Government aware that the Honourable Members of this House da 
not receive any petrol when the Assembly and Select Committee meetings are 
not in session? If so, what are the reasons therefor? 

The HbaonniUe Dr. John Matthai: (a) Iran— Ist half of 1046, 482,2^,670 
gallons, 2nd half 894,05,960 gallons; Bahrein Islands — Ist half 1946, 143,48,040 
gallons, 2nd half 88,06,790 gallons. 

(b) 760,75,550 gallons. 
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(c) Yes, but the reductiou in military offtake is not sufficienj; to bridge the 

gap between the present rationed consumption and the estimated unrationed 
demand. ^ 

(d) The reasons are substantially the same as those explained in the Press 
Note published on the 3rd August, 1946. 

(e) It is not at present possible to give any indication of the date from which 
it will be possible to withdraw petrol rationing. 

(f) Yes. The question is constantly under review and petrol rationing will be 
discontinued as soon as circumstances permit 

(g^ The present limiting factors are inadequate transport capacity and storage 
facilities within the country. Every effort is being made to overcome these 
difficulties. 

(h) Government understand that certain of what were formerly belligerent 
countries have withdrawn petrol rationing, but except in the case of Apierica, 
there are believed to be other factors which virtually operate to restjrict the 
amount of petrol used. 

(i) It is presumed that by ‘petrol’ is meant the supplementary, as opposed 
to the basic, ration of petrol. From the beginning the supplementary ration 
allowed to Honourable Members has been calculated on the basis of th^q number 
of dayfe on which the House will sit or the Honourable Member coneferned will 
have to attend a Committee meeting, but it is now being considered whether 
calculation on a flat monthly basis during the session would not be‘ p^e^erable. 

Seth Qorind Du: Can Government give any approximate dat« by which 
‘Government can at least expect to remove this control on petiol?’ 

The HonouraUe Dr. John Matthai: I am afraid I am not in a position to 
indicate any exact date. 

Seth Govind Du: Approximate date. 

Tlie Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: Even an approximate date I should not 
commit myself to The whole thing depends on the provision of transport 
facilities. What we are doing now is to arrange for the impor^pn o| su^ient 
lank wagons, and I expect fair quantities of tnese wagons ^to tip ^delivered ft-om 
the beginning of 1948, but it will not be possible immediately a^^r to 
r'-inov6 the control 

1^. 1 . Jailer: In view of the fact that larger quantities, of petrol 

are expected in the jirst half of 1948, as the Honourable Member ^aa sajdi nay I 
know whether he is prepared to consider the question of increaajpg substaatially 
ih" basic ration of petrol? 

The Honourable Dr. John The position is that at puesaiit the 

^quantity of petrol which is consumed in the country under the ratioaingi system 
IS considerably higher than pre-war consumption Our estimate is that if vou 
iucreape the ration or if you remove the control, the demand would be such that 
it \iould be difficult to meet it out of the expected supplies.. 

Mr. Ahmad X. H. Jaflar: With reference to the Honourable Member’s reply 
to part (i) of the question, and in view of -the fact that Honourable Members of 
this House do not sit at home when the Assembly is not in Session, may I know 
why they should not be given supplementary ration on those days when the 
Assembly is not in Session? 

Tba Honourable Ihr, John Matthai: That is the sort of basis on whi>' i we are 
attempting to revise the ration to Honourable Members. 

11^. Xuhlljl AbdiCK^ HairoQO: May I know from the Hoi ourablc Member 
whether this decision will take place after the session is over and beforit the next 
session takes place so that by that time the Government will have removed iil^e 
<!ontrol entirely? ' 
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The Honourable Dr. Jidm Matthai: I will tr^ to expedite it. 

Hr. Kama Snbedar: If the Major difficultjr is that of tank wagons, may I 
know why Government will not try and relax if not remove altogether the control 
at the principal ports, where, I understand, the supply of petrol is available in 
adequate qu^ titles. 

Tbe Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: 1 am not sure that will solve the pro^ 
blem that we are considering. 

Mr. Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether he has enquired from the ports if there are some times tankers waiting 
to unload their petrol, because they have no other capacity and they have lio wait 
for ten to fifteen days till the capacity is available? 

The Honourabla Dr. John Hatthai: I am not worried about the question of 
tankers: I am worried about the question of tank wagons. 

Hr. Vadllal Lallubhai: Is it a fact that at the ports there is not enough stor- 
ing capacity ? 

The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: That is also qhite true. 

Hr. Vodilal Lallubhai: If that is a fact, will the Honourable Member see 
that the contrd in ports is removed? 

The HoilblUable Dr. J<^ Hatthai : It is not possible to remove the control 
in one place and retain it in another. 

Shii 6rl Trakosa: In view of the fact thkt any amount of petrol can be had 
by anyone who needs it in the blackmarket, would the Honourable Member 
kindly explain the value of the control that has been imposed? 

The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: My view with regard to many farms of 
control is that by retaining control you are choosing the lesser evil of the two. 

Rsmoval oe Contbols ON Food, Cloth bto. 

d06. *Hr. Ahmed X. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Secretary of tbe Food Depart- 
ment please state the approximate time when controls on food, cloth and other 
necessities of life will be removed? 

(b) What steps have been taken by Government to stop corruption resulting, 
from these controls? 

Hr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) The existing controls over foodgrains and other 
essential commodities will have to be maintained so long as the present acuta 
shortages last. It is not possible to say with any degree of certainty when . the 
necessity for these controls will disappear, but they are constantly under review 
and a nuii lier have recently been rerqpved or relaxed. For example, silk and 
wool have been de-controlled completely, and the control over newsprint has 
been relaxed. The control over certain oils and oilseeds has been removed with 
effect from tbe 5th March 1947. 

(b) As the Honourable Member is aware a bill for the more effective preven- 
tion of bribery and corruption has already been passed by the House during 
this Session. 

iix, Yusul Abdoola Hoiroon: May I know fi-om tbe Honourable Member 
whether these controls are removed after consulting the trade? 

kr. H. L. Panjabi: All cimsiderations are taken into account. 

Hr. YusuJ. .Abdoola H^’Kwn: My question was whether these controls are 
r^WVe'^ hht cbhi^'^^fhtiofi’is' tAis'Hohbiafttila^demher ire|iii*d. VuttlfCer 

consulting the trade oi^^tidBatihh's, 'suhlT ft's'lftie' Indian Merchants' Association or 
tbe Muslim Chamber of Odinmbree? 

«d. 
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Seth Ck>vlnd Das: Will the Government consider the question of removing 
all controls except those on foodstuffs and cloth? 

Mr. President; I believe there is a out motion on this subject and the 
Honourable Member will get a full statement at that time. 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: May 1 know what has been the effect of the 
rcuiuTal of the control on oilseeds on the prices of oilseeds? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: In some areas the prices have gone up and in others 
they have shown a downward tendency. 

Dr, Zla Uddin Ahmad: May I know whether the Honourable Member has 
lealibed that m reply to the question he is now making the fallrcy called pettiio 
J'nncipii (arguing in circles) You siiy that the control should continue so long 
as there is shortage and we say that the shortage will continio so long as the 
Food Department continues to exist. 

Mr. President: Next question. 

iisoimiTY Abbanobmexts of thb Cash and Pay Dbpabtmbnt of tub O.T. Railway 

907. *Pandit Sri Krishna Dott Pallwal: (a) WUl the I BDoutsble Member 

for Railways please state whether the newly appointed Fiisnoiai Adviser and 
Chief Accounts Officer of the Oudh and Tirhut Railway was responsible for 
lay mg down rules of procedure and giving directions for ‘Security Amngements’ 
as a result of the change in the management and organisatka of the Cash and 
Pay Department? If not, who was the officer responsible for seeing to the 
security arrangements for the custody of cash safes reaching Gorakhpur Railway 
Station with the earnings of the Railway? 

(b) Is it Bt fact that on or about May 1946 the earnings of b large number of 
stations aggregating about Rs. 60,000 (fifty thousand only) were stolen while 
the cash jales were stored in the station building without guard? If so, whst 
ere the details of the occurrence and what action has been taken against those 
responsible fw it? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthal: (a) Presumably the Hon/iurable Mem- 

beib’s reference to security arrangements relates to the custody >1 travelling 
cash safes. If so, the change in the management and organisatif i of the Cash 
and Pay Department on the 0 T. Railway involved no change in those arrange- 
ments. The Commercial Depnitment of the 0 T. Railway wm( respons ble 
for them. 

(b) No. The amount lost wej Bs. 20,851-0-6. 

Tlie cash safe in question arrived at Gorakhpur on the 23rd May 1946 and 
after examination of the seals was stored by the Assistant Station Master, Cash, 

111 the Station Strong Room, which is at the west end of the station building 
and adjoins the Assistant Station Master’s office. The entrance to the Strong 
Room is barred and a chowkidar is posted on duty day and night outside the 
Strong Room. When the Cash safe was opened on the morning of the 24th 
May 1946, it was found that the twine b'nding the cash bags with the station 
seal had been cut and the cash from 81 stations amounting to Bs. 20,851-0-A 
was missing. The police were not able to trace the culprits. 

'Hie disciplinary action to be taken aginat the staff responsible is under 
oonsideration. 

Sii M. AuBBtliBsayaium Ajpyaofar: May 1 know whether m this railwBy the 
cash and pay department is opeiat^ by the railway itself? 

Hie Honourable Dr. John Matthal: Yes, by the Bailway. 

,\8ti M. AainthBMjBiUuia .Affjaagar: . If tlmt is so, may I lofftw 'whether ttie 
cash deposit or the daily conectiOhs 'Sitfe' ffdll despatched to thb head office ^y to' 
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The HonoviUe Dr. John XntjtluU: Yes, they are despatched eyei^ day to 
the cash oflace. On the 0. T. Bailway I belieTe there is only one cash oflBoe, which 
is located at Gorakhpur. ^ 

Sri K. Ananthaaayanam Ayyikncar: Did the theft occur in ^ cash office 
itself? 

The HonoturaUe Dr. J(dm Matthal: It occurred at Gorakhpur Station. 

Thbit ov Railway BABMiNas at Allahabad ahd Gohakhfdb 

906. *Pajidit Sri SiiAna Dntt Pallwal: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways please state whether it is a fact that a theft of Railway earnings 
similar to that which occurred at Gorakhpur and which is referred to in the 
preceding question occurred at Allahabad also at about the same time? 

(b) Were both these cases reported to the Railway Board and if so, when? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) A theft of railway earnings occurred 
at Allahabad on the 12th March, 1946. 

(b) Yes; on the 25th May, 1946 and iKlth March 1946 respectively.’ 

Shobtaos of Passknobb Tiokbts on 0. T. Railway 

000. *Paadit Sri Krishna Dntt Pallwal: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways please state if Government are aware that on the Oudh and Tirhut 
Railway there was shortage of passenger tickets on many sections between 
March and October, 1946 and ^at tickets were issued on animal way bills, 
luggage way bills, excess fare receipts and that finally when these books were 
exhausted, passengers boarded train without tickets or tokens of any kind? 

(b) Is it a fact that in numerous oases tickets tor as many as 60 to 80 
passengers were issued on one luggage way bill or animal ticket? 

(c) Are Government aware that such bookmgs render checking impBbsible 
and for this reason a blank paper ticket on that Railway is limiM to five 
persons only? 

(d) Is it a fact that the loss to the Railway by these irregular bookings and 
travelling without tickets amounts to several lakhs? 

(e) Do Government propose to investigate the matter and make a statement 
of the total loss? 

The Honourable Dr. John Kttthai: (a) Government are aware that owing 
to circumstances beyond the Railway's control, printed passenger tickets were 
iu short supply on the Oudh Tirhut Railway between March and October 1946 
and that in consequence paper tickets had to be issued. Government are not 
aware that paesengers were allowed to travel without tickets. 

(b) Yes, in a few cases paper tickets had to be issued to groups of passengers 
.numbering from 60 to 80. 

(c) Government appreciate that ticket checking is rendered extremely difficult 
bfr the issue of paper tickets covering a large number of passengers, and in normal 
circumstances this Is not permitted, 

(d) and (e). It is possible that some passengers were able to evade payment 
and some loss was caused to the Railway on this account. Loss arising from 
evasion of payment of fares by ticketlesg passengers who escape detection 
not, however, be evaluated wi^ any precision but I will examine the possibility 
of arriving at an approximate estimate. 

Shzi 8rl PMouu: Mav I know if any steps wem taken to put these groups 
cf 60, or 80. persons who n«l been given jointly one single ticket, in One com- 
partment and if 'they got separated what steps did Government take to bring 
fhem together. 
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Thf EonouraUe Dr. John IC&tthai: The point reall; centres on tiie i^uestion 
of ticketlesB trayellers. I am not aware what exactly was the arrangement with 
regard to the accommodation of these passengers. 

Pandit Krlahna Dutt Palival: WHlr -reference to the Honourable Mem- 
Icr’s reply to part (a) of the question, may I know what were the special circum- 
stances which led to the shortage of passenger tickets ? 

nie Honourable Dr. John ICatthai: The real reason was that there was a 
iarge increase of passenger trafiBc during the past two or three years and the 
railway printing presses, which wrere working with old abd tired machines, were 
not able to cope with the extra work. What we have done since then is to order 
moifc machines, work the existing machines in two and sometimes in three 
shift', and also to enlist the services of private presses. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Will the Government enquire whether 
passengers boarded trains without tickets or any other tokens? 

The Honourable Dr. Jcdin Matthal: We have no definite information but I 
agree with the Honourable Member that it is quite possible that ticketless travel- 
ling occurred during this period. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: With reference to my supplementary question, will you 
permit me, Sir, to explain Sixty to eighty persons are grouped together and a. 
single ^oint paper ticket is issuoil for all They subsequently get separated 
while travelling. What I wanted to know was whether Government or the 
Railway Administration concerned, take any steps to try to keep this group 
that has been given a single ticket in one place on the train; and if they get 
separated what efforts do they take to bring them together. If some are left 
behind what steps do they take to take them to their homes? 

(No answer was given.) 

M 1C. Ananthasayanun A 3 ryangar: May I know whether tbia deficiency h&» 
been made up or if the deficiency is still existing, whether it is universal dn all 
railway administrations and how long this deficiency will cemtinue? 

Hr. Preaident: I think this question was discussed fully during the general 
discussion on the Railway budget, when the position regarding the shortage of 
tickets was explained There is no use pursuing the matter again on every 
occasion. 

ICr. M. A. P. Hirtzel: May I know whether m view of the emergency 
measures taken by the Honourable Member tickets are now made available in- 
adequate quantities? 

The HboouraWe Dr. John ICatthat: I think the position has very greatly 
improved. 

Sals by Disposals Department of Galvanised Pipes and Bends 

910. *Xr. Hanu'Subedai: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries^ 
and Supplies be pleased to state how much in book value, did the Disposals 
Deplirtment have in galvanised pipes, Vdtfds and connections, how mubh has 
been disposed otf, and bow much siUl remains? . / ' 

(b) In view of the extreme shortage of building material, do Government pro- 
pose to consider the desirability of selling these galvanised pipes and bends only 
to those who are actually budding? 

The Hoadumble Sri 0. KANopalMiuffi: (a) The book valde of git^knised 
pipes, bends and connections declared for dispoEal, disposed oC afid ktiR 'Agitable 
for dispostd is Rs. 4,81,478; Es. and .4,41,869 reapoottvsiy. , 

(W Gdvandsedipqies and fitWga-^ OMtroHddiaaid Sheir dieMiDufidnijaL'ragu- 

Distribution) Order, 1941. That is to say, isst^M are made agatenhfpscAiith to- 
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vltimatto ysen od certifioatioQ of essentiality olE denaand by Oentral, Provinoial 
0 ^ States Qqvernments. At present no releases are being made to dealers w 
merchants. . ^ 

1&. Yusul Abdools Harooin; May T know whether these releasee are made 
Arst to the Provincial Governments and if they refuse then they are released to 
the public? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalachari: There are priorities weU unflea* 
stood which have been explained more than once, as to the respective claiins of 
'(Jbvemment, States, public- and so on. That is being followed here too. 

Hr. Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: Part (b) of Mr. Subedar's question was whether 
in view of the shortage of the building materials for the use of the public it would 
be possible for the Honourable Member to release all these materials immediately 
ibr the vise of the public.. 

The Honourable Sri G. Rajagopalachari; The suggestion is, 1 understand, 
that private building should be given priority over everything else. It is impos- 
sible to do that. The priorities have been fully considered on their merits and 
fixed and I do not think that any case has been made out for alteration. The 
public demand for housing comes through the provincial quota for that purpose. 

Seth Govtnd Das: Are Government aware that even the Provincial Govern- 
ments are not getting their full quota and there is complaint in this respect a| 
least from my province, the Central Provinces? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bi^agqpaladiarl: On account of the shortage of 
supply, the quota allotted for public consumption through the Provincial Govem- 
menta has not been fully satisfied recently, bub every effort ia being made to 
IV ach up to the quotas. 

J ri V. 0. VclUugiri Oounder: With regard to the supply of galvanised pipes, 
B. fittings, etc., may I know whether more difficulties are not felt by tiio 
Hgrfciiltnrists for meeting the needs of their agricultural operations such as pump- 
ing and water supplies requiring these things, and whether no supply has been 
secured for them for the last one. year through the Government of Madras? 

The Honourable Sri 0. l^agopalachari: The primary question was with 
reference to quantities administered by the Disposals Department. The present 
question is more extensive and is intended to cover all supplies in the matter of 
steel and iron The answer is this. Sir. There was recently a coifference In 
which the claims of the Agricultural Department, who represented the claims of 
the rural population just now referred to by the Honourable Member, were fully 
considered, and a satisfactory arrangement has been made by which the rural 
population gets a fair and adequate quota out of the amount available. 

Sreejut Bohlni Kumar Ohaudhurl: May I know whether provincial quotas 
have been fixed for the distribution of these materials or whether they are given 
to the Provinces where they are lying? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rslagopalachari: l would like to know, Sir, whether 
he is referring to the disposals matter or to the general supplies. 

Prestdeut: The Honourable Member is referring to disposals. 

The HonouraUe Sri 0. Balagopalacharl : They are not disposed of wherever 
thoj are lying. They are taken as a whole and disposed of by the Department 
after examining all prior claims. 

Sreejut Bohinl Kumar Ohaudhurl: I wanted to know whether they are diatri- 
buted among the Provinces and whether some quota is fixed for eacli Province. 

The Houourahle 8il a. Ba]agof>alachArl: This is given outaide the quota 
-fixed for the Provinces, Sir. 

8rl ▼. 0. yelUnglri Oounder: Does the ajrrsngement satisfy the Agrionlioi* 
Department? 
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The Hononiable Sri 0. B»]agopslachari: The Agrioolture Department made 
a long list of claims and they were examined interdepanmentally at great length, 
and the impression left in mj mind ia that it was a satisfactory arrangement. 

Disposal by Government op Textiles, Clothing, etc. b?reot to the Consumino 
Pdblio 

^911. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies be pleased to state how much in book yalue did Oovernment have 
of textiles, clothing and wearing apparel, whether ready-made or otherwise aud 
how much has been disposed of, and how much still remains? 

(b) Have Government considered the desirability of making these available 
to the consuming public direct, instead of letting such materials go into the 
hands of merchants? 

(c) If not, do Government propose to open depots or appoint agents for the 
disposal of these things directly to the consuming public? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: (a) A statement showing the position 
of Disposals Textiles as on the 15th February 1947 is laid on the table. 

(b) Yes, Sir. In the case of all items except cloth suitable for the civil 
market it is found that sales through Provincial and State agencies will be im- 
practicable. .The Government of India therefore do not propose to make any 
change' in the present method of disposal of textiles. Provincial Governments 
and States through whom cloth suitable for the civil market is being disposed of 
will no doubt take steps to make it available to the consuming public in the 
manner best suited to the Province or State. 

(c) In view of what has been stated Government do not propose to open 
depots or appoint agents for direct sale. 




(a) Cloth suitable for ciyil market. 

(b) Other.olotb, 
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llr. Xaaij Subedar: Are Government aware that veati and drawers sold b/ 
the Dispbsale Department at 4 aunas and 5 annas are being sold at Bs. 1-8-U, 
Bs. 2 and Its. 3 m tJie retail market, and if that is so, would Government, for 
the balance" of such ready-made clothing that may be with theui, consider the 
desirability of opemng a sales depot at principal centres and let the public buy 
at 4 annas and 5 aimas or even at a higher rate making provision for the charges 
of disposal and distribution? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ba|agopalacharl: Sir, the question of disposals should 

not bo dealt with on only one ground m this manner. 'I'he aspect of speed is 
far more impoitant in the matter of disposal of these surplus stores. 

With regard to the particular kind of material referred to by the Honourable 
Member, 1 should like to give these facts so that the position may be under- 
stood There is an outstanding of about eight million in numbers of this 
category of made-up garments valued at approrimately Bs. 1.32 crores. Four 
million numbers of this are covered by the Beport for Khaki Drill Shorts worth 
approximately Ks 90 lakhs. Out of this quantity, approximately 1,200,000 
have been accepted by the Provinces. Against the balance of 2,800,000 
approximately 6,000 have been sold through the shop window. The balance 
has been offered to the purchaser of Twill striped shirts at our reserve price of 
Es. 8 or above. The balance of garments have already been put out in an all 
India tender by advertisement. It has been agreed mat subject to the price 
being fairly reasonable, the highest tender should be accepted. H, however, in 
tile opinion of the Textile Commissioner and his Joint Financial Adviser prices of 
certain items are ridiculous they would negotiate with a view to getting higher 
prices. If the garments will not be saleable in India, they will be offered for 
export on the same lines as canvas. 

I might add this, that it is possible to make a very good bargain if I sit at 
the shop window and sell them all one by one. But it will take at least a few 
years before we come to the end of this disposals business It is not possible 
We have to deal through the trade and those who will finance and distribute it. 
Whatever evils exists in the matter of distribution in other lines they apply to 
this also. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Talking of speed of sale, have Government considered 
that wiien the mater al is sold to a trader by highest tender, the quantity that 
is sold is withheld from the market, because these materials are capable of 
being stocked for two or three years, and that the aspect which strikes us in 
this House is that this ready-made garment should be made available for the 
direct user as earlv as possible, and whether Government cannot now reconsi* 
der their policy with regard to the disposal of these ready-made garments so 
that they could reach, at the earliest possible moment, the hands of the man 
who IS gome to nenr it'’ 

The Honourable Sri 0, Bajagopalacharl: I do not wish to be a party to con- 
verting Question Hour into a debate Sir. I have great respect for the 
Honourable Member, but the matter will have to be looked into and cannot be 
easily disposed of by an answer. 

Seth Govind Das: Is it not a fact that the lower staff generally fixes the 
price of this material ? It is well known that Government is in a huny to dispose 
of these things and so bribery is going on as far as the lower staff is concerned? 

The Honourable Srt 0. BaJ^opolachart: The allegations may be true up to 
0 small percentage but I repudiate the general suggestion. 
pBaoBNTAGK Rise nr Pbicb of Imported Plant and MACmNERy and Looomotiv*? 

AND Wagons 

912. 'Mir. Mann Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies be pleased to state whether Government have compared the prices 



STAKRED QrESTIONS akd answers 1841 

of materials, that were imported before the War, with those at which tliey are 
now imported, with reference to (i) Plant and Machinery for textiles, (ii) Plant 
and Machmery for other trades and (iii) Eailway Locomotives and Wagons? 

(b) If so, what are the relative figures and what is the percentage of rise in 
the prices of these categories? 

The Hononzahle Sri 0. Bajagopalachari ; (a) and (b). Two statements giving 
the required information in respect of (1) Plant and Machinery for other trades 
and (2) Bailway locomotives, are laid on the table of the House. 

No orders for railway wagons have been placed since the end of the war and 
hence the question of the comparison of the pre-war and present prices does not 
arise. 

As regards plant and machinery for textiles, it is not possible to give figures 
for each type of machinery imported, as numerous parts are involved. In the 
case'ofi spinning machinery which is the most important item of cotton textile 
mill equipment, the information is that prices ruling now are approxi- 
mately 165 per cent, above the prices ruling in 1989. This figure is based 
on the average prices of the various items of machinery involved and may be taken 
as representative. The increase in the prices of looms varies from 100 to 150 
per cent, over 1939 prices according to the types of the looms. 


STATEMENT I. — Plant and Machinery for ‘ Other Trades ’ 


8. No. 

Item 

Pre-war price 
approx 

PoKt-w.’r price 
approx 

Rise 



R«. 

Rs. 


1 

Road Rollers 

16,600 

29,000 

87-1% • 

2 

Concrete Mixers .... 

3,625 

6,200 

76-9»4 

3 

Oil Engines 

3.306 

4,460 

2»% 

4 

Electric Fans 

88 

134/8/ 

51% 

5 

Electric Motors 

!>7r. 

700 

2J% 

6 

Lang 8* Centre Lat)io 

9,470 

18,716 

97 7% 

7 

Churchill Rodman 9' Centre Lathe 

6,640 

11,205 

70 1% 

8 

Dean Smith & Grace, 8J' X 8' Lathe 

7,626 

16,620 j 

106 2%. 

• 

Dean Smith & Gr ice 10' X Ifl' 
Lathe 

8,606 

16,860 

96% 

10 

Dean Smith A Grace It' X 10' 
Lathe 

12,875 

36,625 < 

110% 

a 

Herbert No, 4 Capstan Lathe 

7,100 

10,786 1 


12 

i 

Axle Journal Returning Lathe 

28,476 

iNohle A 
Lund) 

33,660 
(Oilfidd A 
Sohofleld) 

43-4% 

13 

CaaadMi HitoblMry tidtpo^ation 
Crank Pin Turning M.aohine 

48,700 j 

82,180 

68-7% 

U' 

BaVer Axle Bo* Pbdoing 

tCwUne 

10,643 

39,064 

*l-i% 
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8. No. 

Item 

Pre-war price 
approx 

Post-war price 

Rise 



Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

16 

(a) Butler Plainer 10' x V 
6' X 3' 6' 

43.386 


j 40% 


(b) Stirk Plainer 10' X 3' 
6' X 3' 6' 


63,270 

16 

Butler 18' Stroke Crank Shaper 

4,182 

7,184 

71-8% 

17 

K. & W. 3' 6' Radial Drilling 
Machine 

6,760 

8,120 

41% 

18 

Abquitli 4' 6' Drilling M ichine 

8,400 

11.332 

8S% 


Note : — As ‘ Otiior Trade ’ is too wide a term, mformation m respect of a few random 
sumples ulone is given. 


Statemint II — B iJwvy LocomotivM 


latcomotives ordered and received j 
pre-war, from tho U. K. 

Locomotives of comparable types ordered 
from abroad post-war 


Class of 
looo 

Aver ige cost per ton 
of weight of the 
erected loco 

Class of loco on 

Estimated cost per' 
ton of tl 0 weight 
of the erected looo 

Rise in 
cost 

. 1 

2 

3 

4 

6 


Rs. 


Rs. 


XP 

1406 

W. P. Passenger 
Broad Gauge 

{from D. 8. A.). 

8703 

164% 

XP . 

1406 

W. P. Passenger 
Bro'td Gauge 

(from U. K.). 

3110 

121% 

HPB . 

1050 

Besa 4-600 Passen- 
ger Brewd G.iuge 
(from U. K.). 

3158 

1880/, 


Note: — It is usual those days to include an escalator clause to cover fluctuations in 
price levels etc. Therefore, if manufacturing costs rise, ^e costs sbhwn in 
col. 4 will also be higher. 


mr. Mauu Subedar: In view of the fact that it is reported that in foreign 
countries and more particularly in the U. K. there are consultations and pooling 
of prices to be quoted to the trade in such cases as the textiles, the printing trade 
ana so on, will Government consider ^rhether the Indian purchases could also not 
be pooled with a view to gain some bargaining power and prevent more money 
going out than is necessary? 

The BoaonrabiLe Sri 0. Bajagopalachui: Yes, Sir, the question will be con- 
sidered but I warn the Honourable Member that it may cause delay and privala 
industrialists may object to it also. 
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STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Inobbasb in the Fboduotion of Ci<OTa 

913. *llr. Ahmed E. H. J»Ses: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies please state the present state of the Textile Industry 
in India and what steps Government propose to take for increasing the produc- 
^on of cloth in the country? 

(b) What are the factors which have contributed to the fall in productson in 
recent months? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopaiacharl: The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to the reply given by me on the 17th February 1947 to Question 
,Ho. 340 asked by Shri D. P. Karmarkar. 

On. Extbaotino Paotobibs in Indu 

914. *Shil D. P. Karmarkar: Will the Secretary of the Food Pepartmenl 

ha pleased to state: 

(a) the number of oil-extracting factories in India; 

(b) whether Government are aware that the increase in the number of these 
factories has tended towards the extinction of the ghania in the rural parts of 
the country; and 

(c) whether Government propose to decentralise the oU-extraotion industry 
by discouraging oil-mills and encouraging the ghania in the villages? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) Exact statistics are not available, but it is estimated 
that there are 700 oil .extracting factories in the country. 

(b) In the absence of reliable statistics of quantities crushed in oil factories 
and ghania, Government is not in a position to state whether the increase in the 
number of factories has tended towards the extinction of the ghania in the rural 
parts of the country, but it is likely that the increased number of factories would 
have crushed more on seeds with the result that the quantities crushed by ghania 
.decreased. 

(o) This is a matter which rests with the Governments of various Provinces 
and States. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Has Government no policy at all in regard to the e»- 
couragement of ghania? 

Sir Pheroxe Eharegat: The general policy of the Government is to encourage 
the crushing of oilseeds in the country both at the oil extracting factories and at 
ghania. 

Prof. H. a. Banga: In view of the fact that five million people are employed 
in the ghani industry, as disclosed by the Census report, will not Government 
consider the advisability of giving first priority to the encouragement of these 
ghania in preference to the oil extracting mills? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: Government consider that both types of oil crushing 
.should be encouraged in so far as they are suitable for local conditions. 

Production by Handloom 

913. *Shri D. P. Karmarkar: Will the Honourable Member for Indus^as 
' and Supplies be pleased to state; 

(a) the measures Government propose to take to give the hand-loom industry 

Its due place in the industrial economy of the coun&y ; • 

(b) whether Government propose to arrange for an All-India Census of tKe 
hand-loom industry with a view to frame a scheme of ordered production fiiotn 
,4be hand-looms to the best national advantage; and 

^ (q) whether Government propose to consider the feasibility of probibiting {h* 

&ills from producing particular types of cloth and earmark uose types for 
r' duction only on the hand-looms? 
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The Honotirsble Sri 0. Rajsgopalach&rl: (a) The Oovenunent of India as well 
■M Provincial Governments have done a great deal in recognition of the place in 
the industrial economy of the country of the cottage weaving industry. We 'have 
the All-India Handloom Board for looking after this important industry. 

(b) Several provincial Governments are carrying out censuses, and iSie 
Honourable Member is referred to Appendix XXVII of the report of the Pact- 
&xding Committee on Handlooms and Mills published 1942. 

(o) The problem is not of protection of the handloom against mill production 
but of increasing the total production which is considerably short of the increasing 
demand. Government cannot think of prohibiting anything now They are 
considering the question of regulating types of production in mills so as to increase 
the total supply of cloth to the masses. 

BreQjut BoUnl Kumar Ohaudhuri: Will Government be pleased to reviety the 
distribution of the quota of yam to provinces according to their necessity for hand- 
loom, particularly in those provinces which are dependent more on handloom 
cloth than on mills? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: The quotas have been fixed after 
considerable calculation but if Honourable Members will give me any data for 
revising thorn, I will have it looked into 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: Do Government make periodical reviews of 
the allocations made’ 

mie Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: Periodical reviews of allocations do 
not appear to me to be necessary The number of handlooms do not change so 
rapidly and when once an allocation i-, made, if there is anything wrong, it has to^ 
be <iorxected but a periodical review is not indicated by the circumstances. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: In view of the fact that the former five lakhs annual grant 
or subsidy to the handloom industry has been stopped this year, will Government 
consider the advisability of making a suitable development grant to this industry 
in order to help its development? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: The five lakhs grant was linked to • 
duty on foreign yam that had been imposed at the time many years ago Later 
the origin of this grant was lost sight of and it was treated as im ordinary develop- 
ment grant. Five lakhs for all India for handlooms is a ridiculously small amount 
«nd today the position is that there is a general development grant for many itessie 
according to plan. Tt is considered that it should be part of the general develop- 
ment grants made to various provinces and this question is receiving the attentiop 
of my department. The Finance Department thought that it was an unscientific 
grapt and hence it was stopped 

Prof, V. Q, Ranga: The Honourable Member made reference to the All India 
Handloom Board. May I know whether Government ere considering the t^vi*- 
ability of providing organisational representation to the weavers on this handloote 
board, instead of simply giving representation to liand picked people? 

The Hononzabie Sil 0. Rajagopdaohari: The Bo^d will deal with very 
general matters and not with matters of intimate daily adipinistration. .Tint 
provinces will have to lo<d£ into this kind of matter. On the queskton of gepenl 
policy, very good representation, I find, is secured for the handloom it^uatty 
tiiis Board but if any particulw suggestion is made by the H<niourabIe Member If 
will certainly be taken into oonsideratiop, as there is room for oo-qpUon. . 

Prof. K. G, Raaga: Is the Honourable Member aware of the faqt that wMs 
Ibe^'are willing to noihihate at a tfteinber but bob accept me as the ofgani^ 
Utinfil rCpreCentotive of t^e All tn^dia Habdlbom lBoatd> 
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Tli8 Hoaoorable Sri 0. Ba]agopalaohari: 1 do not know the merits of thia 
particular question. 

Pandit Ltikahtnl Kalita Maitra: la the Honourable Member awoifa that there 
is a definite finding of the Fact Finding Committee appointed in 1943 that there 
are in this country a very large number of idle handlooms which require yarn for 
their work and that if yarn is supplied to them the cloth situation would improve 
to a very considerable extent? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalacharl: I am quite aware of the facts apart 
from the finding in that Committee’s report 

(6) Written Answers 

Position rxoardino Cottaqb Industrucs 

916. *Shri O. P. Karmarkar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
tries and Supplies be pleased to state the policy of Government in respect of the 
cottage industries? 

(b) Do Government propnia to arrange for a surv^ of the present position of 
cottage industries with a view to placing them on a'raore stable basis ? 

(o) What facilities do Government propose to provide in respect of (a) Raw 
materials (b) Knowledge of technique of manufacture (o) Finance and market- 
ing? 

(d) What steps do Government propose to take to co-ordinate the effort* ■ 
being made by Provincinl Governments for the promotion of cottage industries? 

The Honoarable Sri 0. BajagopalaChari: (a) The Government of India attach • 
the utmost importance to the development of cottage and small-scale industries. 
The Honourable Member’s attention is drawn to the circular letter issued to the 
Provincial Governments a copy of which was placed on the table in reply to Prof. 
N G. Ranga’a Btarrcd question No. 12t»2 on 27th March 1946 

(b), (c) and (d) The responsibility in this respect is that of the provinces. 
The inherent character of cottage industries also points to the provincial govern- 
ments as the most proper authorities to deal with the subject. All Provincial 
Governments have included in their development plans schemes for the develop- 
ment of cottage industries. 

Enoouraobmbnt op Hand Spiwnino through All-India Spinnkrs AssociATioiff • 

917. *81111 p, P. Karmarkar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
tries and Supplies bo pleased to state whether Government propose to encouraM 
hand-spinning in order to make up the deficiency in cloth now prevalent in tna 
country? 

(b) If so, whefch&r Government propose to do so directly or through th* 
agency of the All -India Spinners Association? 

(o) Do Government propooe to ascertain as to what ^pes of cloth could be - 
suitably manufactured from hand-spun yam in order to meet the inomediaie- 
needs of the people? 

The Honourabla Sri C. Ba}ag q) a lach sri; (a) and'<b). Rural and cottage work 
of this nature are essentially Provincial Government functions. The desirability 
of ^eftoouhigiag hand-spinning on an extensive and well-cwgSnised bas» is h^ond 
question. As Honourable Members will be aware, a great deal has already been 
jjoi^ pi ^ectipn in various provinces. 

organisatiin)s who are working at handgun lumdwoven cloth do not. 
oijpxj tpohnicai advice from the Government of India as to types of. 
(MOth would meet the requirements of the people. 
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OVEB-CBOWDING OK THK PaTKA-GaYA SbOTIOK OF E. I. BaILWAY 

918. *lCr. Madaodbarl Singh: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Bail- 
ways be pleased to state whether Government are aware that almost all trains 
on the Patna-Gaya Section of the East Indian Eailway are over-crowded ? 

(b) Do Government propose to increase the number of trains to relieve the 
- over-crowding? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthal: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The number of passenger trains at present running on this branch is the 
same as it was before the war. 

The primary i*e8ponsibility of the Railways is to restore all train services which 
were cancelled during the war. The introduction of additional services will be 
considered after this has been done, 

Exfbess Train between Djsiau and IVIadeas 

919. ^Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth; (a) With reference to the 
-answers to starred questions Nos. 368 and 883 given on 11th November, 194^, 

regarding the running of a fast Express train between Delhi and Madras, will 
the Honourable Member for Railways be pleased to state whether the question 
■of starting a fast mail service between Delhi and Madras has been re-examined 
towards the end of Inst jear and if so, with what result? 

(b) Are Government aware that in spite of improvenaent in the factors 
■which were stated to be contributing to the late running of the Grand Trunk 
Express, tins train still often runs very late? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of appointing a 
'Committee of the Madras members of this House to suggest ways and mean* 
' of reducing the time taken by this train to run between Madras and Delhi? 

The Honourable Or. John Matthai: (a) The question of introducing a fast mail 
service between Delhi and Madras has recently been re-examined in consultation 
with the Railway Administrations concerned. It is not yet possible to provide 
the necessary coaching stock for this service nor will this be possible until stock 
'has been provided to restore the train services curtailed during the war which is 
the primary responsibility of the Railways 

(b) As stated in the reply to starred question No. 383 on the 11th November 
1946, among the factors militating against the punctuality of this train are heavy 
loads, poor quality of coal and heavily taxed engines which are no longer in first 
class condition. These factors continue to operate 

(o) Government do not consider this necessary as improvement in the running 
of this train receives the constant attention of the Railways concerned and 
suggestions in regard to its running could be discussed by representatives of the 
interests concerned at the meetings of the Local Advisory Committees of these 
Railways. T may, however, add that any suggestions received from Honourable 
Members of this House w'ill be forwarded to the Railway Administrations concern- 
ed for examination. Meanw'hile the question of reducing the overall time taken 
■on the run by the Grand Trunk Express is already under examination by the 
Railways concerned. 

Report of the Commission on Mbthods of Disposal, 

920. *Sardar Mangal Singh: WiU the Honourable Member for Industnea 

-and Supplies pJease state- ' 

(a) whether the report of the Commission which was appointed to 'enquire 
'into the methods of disposals has been received and considered by Government; 

(b) if so, the changes that have been effected in the method and ptoeedute 
■of disposals as a result of this report; 
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(c) whether Oorenunent are. aware that disposals are now made in bigger 
tets; and 

(d) if so, whether Government propose to consider the desirability of selling 
in smaller lots so that Government may get higher value for the disposals? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) and (b). It has been received. 
It has not yet been considered by Government. The Disposab Board will first 
examine and make their recommendations shortly after which Government will 

(c) and (d). Disposals are effected in lots considered suitable from all points 
of view, such as nature of stores, urgency of removal, etc. Generally, however, 
for every big lot, several smaller lots are disposed^of. Thus, small buyers also 
have their opportunities. The representatives of U. K. Government who were 
in India recently laid great stress on speed being more important than good 
bargains. 

Gazettbd OmoEBS in Delhi Rationino Depabtment 
ftSl. •Manlvi Abdul Hamid Shah: Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment please state: 

(a) the'^umber of Gazetted OfiBcers in the Delhi Rationing Department; 

(b) howjimany of them are Muslims and how many Hindus; and 

(c) th^number of Gazetted Officers belonging to each of the following com- 
munities who have been discharged or dismissed since the creation of the 
Sopartment: (i) Hindus (li) Muslims (iii) Sikhs? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: A statement is laid on the table i>f the House. 

STATEMENT 


--- 

Hindus 

Muslims 

Others 

TotAl 

Strength of Gazetted Officers 

26 

11 

3 

3» 

Numboi of G'.zetted f" Dismi«<!ed 


Nil 



OfflcoTS disnusBed 

or disc r^ei isrhargod 


3 

1 

6 


Pbiob of Hides fob Madbas Tannebs. 

922. ^Dr. Zia Uddln Ahmad: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies please state whether it is a fact that Efis Majesty's 
Government intend to stop the present system of purchase of El tanned kips 
in Madras and that in the near future tlio Madras exporters v\ill have to revert 
to the pre-war system of sending their half-tanned leather to England for 
public auction there? 

rb> If so. are Government aware that this would result in the Madras tanners 
having to effect purchases without knowing what theu: sale prices would be, and 
would therefore try to pay the lowest possible price for the hides that thsf 
purchase here? 

fo) Are Government aware that the finished lestber produced in England 
from El tanned kips is sold at a much lower price than the leather prodiiced 
from similar raw hides exported from here, on account of its inferior quality? 

Th» Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) So far as our information goes it 
is not the intention of His Majesty’s Government to stop the present system oi 
pufdhase of E. I. tanned Rips in Madras. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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(e) The Govemment of Jndia do not believe tihat the finiahed leather produced 
in England from E. 1. tanned Kipa is considered to be inferior or sold at a lower 
price than the leather produced from similar raw hides exported from this countrjr- 
It is wrong to describe the E. I. Kips as half taimed. Finishing and dressing, 
apart, the Kips are fully tanned. Tending improvement of the leather industry 
in India, Government consider it very wrong to discourage this very important 
industry of South India the product of which is 40 per cent, utilised indigenously 
and 60 per cent, exported 

Expenditure on ‘Grow Mobs Food, Campaign 
923. *Sree]ut Bohini Kumar Chaudhurl: (a) Will the Secretary the 
Department of Agriculture be pleased to state wbat amount, if any, has been 
allotted by the Govemmeut^of India during the last three years to different 
Provinces to assist them in carrying on llie ‘Grow More Food’ campaign and 
what proportion of total expenditure was home bv each Province? 

(b) Has the above campaign resulted m a progressive increase in the output 
of foodstuffs and for how long will the campaign be carried on? 

Sir Fheroze Kharegat; (a) A statement showing the loans and grants sanc- 
tioned by the Central Government for the Grow More Food Campaign in Provinces 
is placed on the table of the House. The Central Government’s share of the 
expenditure on schemes approved by them is 50 per cent, of the cost incurred by 
the Provinces except in the cases of Assam, the N W F. P and Orissa where it 
is 66f per cent. 

(b) A statement is placed on the table showing the average production of the 
more important foodgrains for each province in the years 1936-89 and 1942-46 
It shows that there was an increase of three million tons a year. This is due in 
part to better harvests and in part to the Grow More Food Campaign. The 
figures for 1945-46 are also given which show a drop of nearly two million tons 
below the pre-war average due to a very bad monsoon in the greater part of the 
country It is proposed to continue this campaign till 1951-62. 

Statement tA«t0inftAe loan* and ffrant* sanctioned to the Provincial Oovernnunt upto the 
16«A January, 1947, for the Orow More Food Campaign 


No. 

Name of Pro\ nice 

Amount B 

Sanctioned 



(Loftn) 

(Grant) 

* 

Assam . 

34,47.122 

29,16,162 

•J 

Bengal . .... 

1,«8, 37.200 

1,12.99,446. 

3 

Bihar . . 

9,64,000 

69,62, 16r 

4 

Bomlk'y . 

17,22,600 

1,31,09,166 

6 

C. P. St Berar 

1,48,16,986 

46,69,001 

« J 

Madras .... 

1,91,87,600 

3,99,68,830' 


N. W F. P . 

26,90,300 

20,30,302; 

>1 

Orissa .... 

63,69,8.32 

36,44,668- 

9 j 

Punjab 


tO, 11,950. 

10 

Sind . 


13,62,037 

U 

United Province* . . . . 


68,29,980 


Total 

•.60,944M0 

8:98,74^93 



iiwt» It* nperting atmtt ojtndta 


BTARBBS QDXgTIONS 



(+) 1,228 
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Staudabd < ov Vision fob Scfebiob Sbbviob Railway Gabdidatbs 
034. *Ha]l Abdus Sattu Kali IBhaq Seth: (&) Will the Honourable Mem- 
ber for Hallway B be pleased to state whether the standard of vision prescribed for 
candidates for superior Railway Services includins; the Commercial and Eatso- 
liehment branches is much higher than the standard prescribed for other similar 
services under the Government of India? 

(b) Is the same standard of vision prescribed for the Transportation and 
TraflSo branciies of the Railway Service also prescribed for the Commercial and 
Establishment branches? If so, why? 

^ fcl How many candidates were disqualified on account of their failure to 
pass the requisite Railway sight test in the competitive examinations for I.A. 
and A.S. held in 1944-46 and 46? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Yes, the standard is higher 

(b) Yes. The same standard of vision is prescribed for the Transportation 
'(Traffic) and Commercial Departments as officers of the two departments are 

interchangeable So far as the Establishment Department is concerned, the 
same standard of vision as for the Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial De- 
partments was adopted at the commencement ns it was decided to make use of 
the same method of recruitment, including medical examination, as existed for 
officers of the Transportation (Traffic) and Commercial Departments. The ques- 
tion whether a separate standard of visual acuity should be adopted for candidates 
of the Establishment Department is under consideration. 

(c) The number of candidates not fulfilling the requisite railway standards of 
vision in the medical examinations held following the combined competitive 
examinations in 1044 and 1045 were 32 and 55 respectively out of a total of 118 
and 218 candidates who were examined. No competitive examination for recruit- 
ment to I A A S and allied services was held in 1946 

Remodelling of Teluchedby Railway Station 

925. *Haji Abdus Sattar Ha]i lafaaq Seth: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to 8tat« 

(a) the present position of the pre-war proposals to remodel the Tellicherry 
Station on the South Indian Railway; 

(b> whether the re-modelhng of the Ottapalan Station on the same railway 
is under consideration; if so, the cost of the same; 

(c) whether Government have examined the relative importance of these two 
stations in point of passenger and goods traffic receipt, population and commer- 
cial importance; and 

(dl whether priority will be given to the remodelling of the Tellicherrv Rail- 
way Station? If not, why not? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (al The remodelling of Tellicherry station 
has been included in S I Railway’s Post-War Plan for the year 1949-50. 

(b) The remodelling of Ottapnlam station has been included in S. I Railway’s 
Works Programme for 1947-48. The estimated cost is Rs 2,69,000. 

(e) and (d). Yes The remodelling of Ottapnlam is more urgent than that 
of Tellicherry from the point of view of traffic working. Ottapalam is on the main' 
line between Madras Central and Cochin Harbour Terminus and its importance 
has increased from the point of view of train working with the introduction -of the 
Cpchin Express which passes from Ottapalam to th^ Sh^ranur-Cochin Rranch 
wfithout touching Shoranur, 
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STAHRKD QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Rise in Price of Edible Oils. 

926. *Sit. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment please state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the price of edible oils is rising to 
a high level; and 

(b) whether Government are aware that this abnormal rise in price is due 
to hydrogenation of the edible oils, if so, whether Government propose to take 
steps to prohibit the process of hydrogenation, m view of the fact, tha? the 
process enhances the price of the oil? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) Yes, Sir, but in ceitain areas the prices have recently 
shown a downward tendency. 

(b) The rise in price c.annot be related to the hydiogcnation of edible oil re- 
quired for Vanaspati industry The Steepest rise in price is in respect of mustard 
oil which is not used for vanaspati at all and the quantities required for it have 
not increased in proportion to the increase of oil prices 

Prohibition op Export of Oil Seeds, Oils and Oil Cakes. 

927. *8)1. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment please state if Government propose to prohibit the expoit of oil seeds, oils, 
oil-cakes, ns also the manufacture, import and distubution of hydrogenated oils? 

Mr, K. L. Panjabi: Export of oil cake is banned altogether Expoit of oils 
and oilseeds is confined to v.arieties in which India is surplus and is limited m 
quantities This export is also necessary to olitaiii foodgrams and other essential 
supplies requiied for India 

The reply to the second pait of the question is in the negative 

Encouraoement of Cultivation of Cotton. 

928. *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: (a) Will tlie Secretary of the Department 
of Agriculture please state whether Government aie aware that in view of the 
high prices ot tood-grnm the cultivator is nob giving due attention to the cultiva- 
tion of cotton^ 

(b) If so, what steps do Governmenfi propose to take to encourage the culti- 
vation of cotton with a view to decreasing the slioitage of cloth? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: (a) Government are .iware of the fact that the cotton 
acreage has decreased from about 24 to about l.^ mtllioii acres 

(b) The matter is under consideration. 

Increase in Pav of Coolib.s op the General Stores, N. W. Railway, 
Moohalpuar 

929. *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Honourable Member for Rail- 
ways please state 

(a) whether it is a fact that the coolies of the (leiiei.il Stoies, North Western 
Railway, Moglialpui.i .ire, recruited on a wage ot .iiinas nine per diem and that 
they reach annas eleven per diem after some .‘50 years apinoved seivice, if so, 
whether Government propose to make ueceasary changes in the old scale of 
wages to suit the present hard conditions of life, 

(b) whether it is a fact that the Lme-Deliverv coolies who distribute stores 
on this line, have to work day and night remaiiimg on diitv for weeks and having 
no tune pr place for cooking their food and sleeping, and 

(c) whether it is a fact that the grade of their pay is Rs. 22 — 1 — 30, if so, whe- 
ther Government propose to consider the desii ability of increasing their pay and 
offering them necessary facilities for cooking meals and sleeping at night?' 
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Tll» HononrublA Dr. JoJtn ICMtlui: (a) Goyernment are infonned that eo#lie» 
in the N. W. Railway General Stores are recruited on an initial pay of annas nine 
per day in the scale nine annas— jone anna — eleven annas per day (Revised Boale). 
Accordingly, they reach the stage of annas eleven per day after two years’ approv- 
ed service and not after 30 years’ service. The corresponding old scale of pay is 
tan annas — one anna — twelve annas per day In addition to pay, the staff con- 
cerned are at present in receipt of dearness allowance and interim relief As 
regards the latter portion, I would remind the Tlonomable Member that the scales 
of pay of railway staff are subject fo icvision as a icsiilt of the recommendations 
•f the Central Pay Commission 

(b) No Govormnent nndeisfand that fins class of staff are not required to 
work for more than 84 hours a week .uid that facilities for cooking and sleeping 
are provided for them m the Stoies vans attached to the Store delivery trams 

(c) The reply to the first portion is in the affirmative The question of revision 
of the scales of pay of tho staff conceined will depend on the recommendations of 
tlie Pay Coiiimissioit and Govennnent’s decisions thereon As regards facilities 
for tho cooking of meals and for sleeping, the question does not niise in view of 
the reply to part (h) above 

HkBMPTION l UOM CONFIBMATOKY 'J'kS'I'S OI’I i’BOMOTED InFKKIOK SbBVAKTS IN 

Posts and TionEoiiArns Dbfaktmunt 

930. *SlUi Mohan Lai Saksena: Will the Secict.iiy of the ( 'omimimoatione! 
Department be jrJeased to state 

(a) whether Ooveinment .ne uwaie that dining the last war some inferior 
servants, c g , Daftnes etc , emploved in ceit.nn suboi<linale olliees ol tlie L’osts 
and Telegraplis IJeji.iitinent weie jnomoted fo olliei.ile m cIoiilmI apjiointinents 
against vticanoies existing m these offices, 

they were subjected to a preliminary quabfying test, 

(e) vvhethei Government are aware that in accordance with tho recent award 
of Ihe Adjudicaloi in the dispute between the J’osts and Telegiaphs Depiirtment 
and its employees, such of these officials as have rendered one year’s satisfactory 
service, are to bo confirmed in tbeir appointments as clerks after passing another 
tost; 

(d) whether it is pioposed to exempt some of the aforesaid class of employees 
from the confirniatorv tests, 

(e) if the reply to jiart (d) above be in the affirmative, what are tho reasons 
for this discrimination; and 

(!) w'liefher Government propose to consider the desirability of issuing neces- 
saiy instruoiions to all concerned diiipensing with the need for this confirmatory 
test in tho ease of alt the officials referred to in part (a)? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuben; (a) Smt.ible dejiarlmental caiKlidates woie 
eligible for proinotK)ii on selection pin el v as .1 tempoiary niiMsuie against twenty 
per e.ent of the xnenneies 

(b) The caiulidiifes Mcie leipiiied (o nass a simjile test before selection 

(c) 'Ihe subject did not arise ftmn the awaid of the Adpidieator, but in accord- 
ance with the assurance given tir the All-Tiidia Postmen and Lower Grade Staff 
Union, it was ordered that such of the officials as had rendered one year’s con- 
secutive service in the clerical cudie on the ].5tli Sejitembcr, lOl.'i and had earned 
fully satisfactory reports, may be .xjijioinled on probation to that cadre; confirma- 
tion m these posts depending upon their passing the usual confirmation examina- 
tion prescribed for all clerks within three years of the date of appointment 

(d) No. The confirmation exajninatioii applies to all candidates and is 
different from the qualifying test for selection The confirmation examination is 
intended to test the knowledge of the nandidates in the departmental rules and 
procedure. ' 
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(e) Boat not &ri«a. 

(|l| No. In view of tho answer to part (d) of the question it is oonsidel^d that 
the holding of the confirmation examination is necessary in the interest of effi- 
oiMOf. 

Application to Dblhi of the Punjab Wild Birds and Wild Animal* 
Pboteotion Act. 

Ml. *111. Hadaodhaii Sinjb: (a) Will the Secretary of the Agriculture 
Department be pleased to staite why the Punjab Wild Birds and Wild Animal* 
Protection Act, 1933, has been made applicable to the Province of Delhi? 

(b) Are Government atvare that since the application of the above Act to 
D^i, the number of wild animals and birds have increased considerably and 
consequently the loss by damage to fruits, crops, etc., by wild bears and other 
wild animals an^ birds has increased? 

(c) In view of the scarcity of food-stuffs in this country, do Government 
propose to consider the advisability of suspending the operation of this Act in 
the Province of Delhi and also provide more facilities to poor ngneultnrisis to 
possess fire-arms for the protection of their corps? 

Sir Pheroxa Kharegat: (a) The Act was mad. apiiUcable to Delhi in 1934 in 
order to protect wild birds and wild animals and to prevent thoir extermination 

(b) There is no evidence of .my snel. inciease of lo^s .and no allegations to 
that effect have been received In Government 

(c) There appears to be no case at present for buspeinling the ojieration of the 
Act Applications for the grant of licences for firearms for the protection of crops 
are considered on their merits Only four such applications have been received 
since 194.5 and all of them have been sanctioned 


Running of through Trains from Jamshedpur and B.arkakhana to Patna 
APahii yien Rail- 

ways bo pleased to sf.\te w'bctlicr Government propose to consider the desirability 
of running through trains from .Tamsbedpnr and Barkakhaiin to Patna; if so, 
vrheii and if not, wliv not? 


The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: Tnffic offering at pre.sent does not justify 
the running of a through tram between Patna Junction and Tatanagar (Jamshed- 
pur), hut a through carnage providing accommodation for first, second and inter- 
mediate class passengers has been nmnmg between Patna and Tatanagar since 
Mrd December 194(i. 

The restoration of tlie Patna-Ranclii through tram terminating at Barkakana 
has been accorded a high priority bv the Railway Administration and this train 
will be reintroduced as soon as the necessary coaching stock becomes available 


Work by Contractors in Rahway Collieries 
033. *Babu Naiayan Singh: Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
tnes and Supplies be pleased to state whether all Contractors for raising coal 
from Railwav Collieries are .allowed the same rate of payment for work done by 
them and if not, wliy not? 

The Honourable Sri C. Ea^agopalachari: No Sir The rates vary slightly 
depending on the conditions of work at each colliery and the rosponsibilities 
assumed by the contractor ' ^ 


oo.. Spindles in Textile Factories in Indu. 

""'I""™'''.' M-mbertor Indu.l™. 

(a) the number Of spindles m the vanoi... textile factories in India working in 
separately, year by year, from the year 1939 up fo 

mimber of looms working in day shifts and night shifts separately 
year by year, from the year 1989 up to date? ^ 
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Rajagopalachari: , , 

available in the form desired by the Honourable Member A. statement is placed 
on the table which shows the average number of spindles and looms working 
during the period from 1939 to 1946, and another stiteiiient illustrating the 
number working in each shift during Janunry 1940 


of -pindles and looms working duly during 1939-40 


Yow 

Spindloi 

Loom. 

1939 . 

8,986,371 

183,332 

1940 

8,847,320 

178,842 

1941 

9,083,040 

184,268 

1942 . 

9,I0.-.,.S12 

184,605 

1043 

9,402,397 

186,992 

1944 

9,493.781 j 

189,241 

l04.-> 

9,4(50,098 

190,801 

1946 

0,295 j 

186,505 


— 

First sluft 

Keiond smft | 

Third shift 

Spindlo 

9,573,728 

7,871,854 

984,666 

Looms 

192,414 

144,438 

5,41 


Hoakdino and Profiteebino Prevention Ordinance in Centrally 
Administered Areas. 

936. *Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bfaargava: Will the Honourable Member 
for Industries and Supplies bo pleased to state 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Hoarding and Profiteering Prevention Ordi- 
nance IS still in force in the Centrally Adimnistered Areas, and 

(b) if so, whether Goveinraenl pioposo to repeal it’ 

The Blonourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) Yes 

(b) Yes, Sir. In view of the fact that the Ordinance has ceased to have any 
operation in Governors’ provinces since 1st October 1946 Goveniment will take 
steps to bring it legally to an end m centrally administered areas also. 



UNSTAERED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Filling on Tmmpoeahy Basis of Vacancies in Posts and Telegraphs' 
Department. 

80. Sardar Mangal Singh: (a) Will the' Secretary of the Communications 
Department please state whether Government are aware that a ban on confirma- 
tion was imposed by the Government of India in their Home Department letter 
No. 70/12/42-Ests , dated 29th June 1942 iii regard to persons appointed in 
vacancies arising during the war in the Central services from jhe date of those 
orders ? 

(b) Are Government aware that a number of vacancies were existing in the 
Posts and Telegraphs Department before that date and were filled purely on 
temporary basis? 

(c) If the replies to parts (a) and (b) above be in the affirmative, do Govern- 
ment propose to fill such vacancies by the appointment of candidates placed on 
the waiting lists as a result of the Competitive Examinations held in 1942 and 
1943? If not, why not? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberl: (.i) Ye.s 

(b) The Hoiiouiable Member presum.ihly refers to penuauent vaeancies All 
such vacancies existing before 2*tth .lime 1942 were ordered to be filled permanent- 
ly by candidates who were pi, iced on the waiting list before th.nt date 

(c) No Those reonnted suhsequenlK t<> 29th June 1942 were given clear 
warning that their .ipjiointrnents will he (empoiary and they ire entitled to only 
30 per cent of vacancies losirved for temporary staff 

Allotment of Coal for 'IVibacco Curino PuRFoyE-s in Madras Circle 

81. Prof, N. O. Banga; (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the tobacco growers of West 
and East Godavari Districts have requested the Central Excise Department to 
constitute their districts as an independent circle for coal distribution and 
separate them from the Guntur Circle? 

(b) How much coal has been allotted per annum to these two districts for 
tobacco curing purposes? 

(c) Are Government aware of the inconvenience caused to the tobacco 
growers of these districts, by their having to depend upon the wholesale and 
retail coal agents of Guntur District? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the de.sirabi!ity of separating these 
two districts from Guntur and constituting them as an independent circle and 
also of permitting them to obtain coal directly from the Collieries? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) No, Sir No such representation 
has been i eceivcd bv the Oeiif ral Excise Department 

(b) The information is being collected and will be hud on the table of the 
House in due eoiiise 

(c) No separate complaints to this effect have been received from tobacco 
growers of the East and West Godavari Districts But representations against 
the method of supplying eoal through distributing agents have been received from 
the Andhra Provincial, the Bapatia Taluk and the Oiigole Tobacco Growers’ 
Associations These aie under consider.ation 

(d) The respousihilitv for the detailed distiihiitioii. iiichichng the mnchinery 
therefor, of the monthly quota of coal for tobacco curing was transferred to the 
Government of Madras sometime ago for the areas under their jurisdiction Their 
views on the Honourable Member’s suggestion have been invited and the matter 
will be further considered on receipt of a reply I w'ould point out, however, 
that the tobacco curing season is now drawing to a close and any new arrange- 
ments made can be introduced only wdth effect from the next season, 

( 1867 ) 



MteftHAOBS PBOii the council or STATE 

'secretary ol the Assembly: Sir, the following two Messages have been 
12 HOOH received from the Council of State First is as follows: — 

“The Council of State at its meeting held on the 11th March, 1047, agreed without 
amendment to the Bill further to amend the Delhi Muslim Wakfs Act, 1943, for certain 
purposes, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly on the 14th February 1947 ” 

The second Message runs as follows" 

“The Council of State at its meeting held on the 12th March 1947 agreed without 
sunendmcnt to the Bill to make proviaion lor the investigAtion and eettlement of industrial 
disputes and for certain otliei puiposes, which was passed by the Legislative Assembly 
on the 2l8t Febiiiaiy 1947 “ 


(lENFRAL BUIXJET— LIST OF DEMANDS— (onfd 
Second Stage — contd 

Demand No ,15 — Dki'ahtment oe iNDOs’i'niEs and Supi’liks — contd 
Polirij in, icgdrd to Oontro] of 'trUcles other than food — contd 
Mr. President; The House tMll now resume the consideration of the cut 
motion moved by Prof N (J Kuuga to discuss the policy in legard to con- 
trols of articles other than food 

Ohaudhry Sri Chand (Nominated Noii-Othcial) (The Honourable Member 
spoke in Jlmdustuni For Hindustani text see Appendix to tbe Debates for 
the English translation given below — Ed of D ) 

Sir, there aie two objects for whii li (joveiiimenl imposes Controls Firstly, 
that the prices mav not increase abnormally, secondly, that everybody should 
get according to Ins share Hut, the way in which the controls .ire cairied out 
secures neither the fiist nor tlio second object So far as prices are concerned 
experience has shown that prices rise rather than f.ill by control When uu 
article is brought under lontiol its first effect is tJiat people think that the 
article will not be obtainable in Inline and it should bo purchased in as great ,\ 
quantity as obtainable and stored On the other hand, shopkeepers who have 
a stork o£ the .nticle, tiy to hide the whole stock to sell it in tiic black inark'4 
Its absence fioni the ha^.ir, therefore, enhances its price Eixiiig the price on 
paper does not reduce the price of an article 1 will just give you an instance 
with regard to sugar U 1' sends sugar to the Punjab at the control rat© 
of Its 18 per iiuuind but, when it reaches the Punjab tho control which is 
imposed upon it by the Punjab Government and the way in which it is dis- 
tributed and obtained raises its price to not less than Es 50 to Rs 60 per 
mauiid If a person w.ants to purchase ten to twenty seers of sugar he is, 
in tile tiist instance, to go to the Lamburdar tor inqiiity, if it is ,t village ho 
will then go fiist to the Patwari and then to the girdawar lor attestation 
Then he goes to the Tahsildar in the town who is sometimes away on his own 
tour and soinetiincs on tour with the Commissioner and again sometimes he 
is in attendance on a Minister who happens to visit the place Thus the 
vilL'iger has to iiin .ifter Inm foi three or four days before ho gets the permit 
for 10 or ‘20 sceis of sugar Jle then goes to the Peuriit Miin.<ihi and hnally 
to tlio shopkeejier This man is very shrewed He knows that the villager, 
if delayed in the town, will have fc> speinl moie So ho says that ho has not 
got the rccpnred quantity of sugar and requests him to come tho next day 
or tho day after the next 'I’he villager entreats him and the shopkeeper after 
a lot of haggling says that he has onlv 17 seers and if it is very urgent he 
could give him that The viJl.ager seeing no other way agrees Thus after 
pacing one rupee to the Pnticflri, one to the girdawar and one to the Peimit 
munshi lie gets 17 seers of sugar for a permit of 20 seers In this hustling 
about he loses his work and time, not to mention his self-respect. Thus, poor 
( 1858 ) 
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villagers never get sugar at the control price given ou the paper, it la for 
the self-satisfaction of the Government that they have fixed the price at Ua 18 
per inaund The people who puichaae the article, however, know that they 
never get it at Rs 18 but at Its 50 per inaund This is how the price control 
by which Government desire to reduce the price of an article, works. 

The second object ol the Goveinnient by the imposition of control is that 
everybody should get Ins share You can see that the was in which tha 
distribution is made is not at all right I have come to know about the 
Punjab Govemment that there an individual in the village gets 2 chhataks 
of sugar per month while in the town it is l.'i chhataks I fail to understand 
the kind of justice on which tins distribution is based that a man living m a 
town should receive 1.5 chhataks while a man living in a village should receive 
onl\ 2 chhataks. Again, a man living m the town leceives 18 vanls of cloth 
while one living m the village loccives only !) \ui<ls of it antui.illy although 
the townsman wears a i»pi m.ule ot 4 (/inii .iiid .i piiianui ni.idc of IJ yards of 
cloth while a .villiiger wcais a dhoti .md .i lafa e,i( li of 10 vds of cloth 1 
do not know how the Government have <MmM' to the decision to give 18 yards 
of cloth to the town jieople and y.iids to the villagers annually It is sheer 
injustice Let iis now so,' the oidiT of the Govcinmcnt regarding the profit 

r- oy- 'I’',, ,.,.|L vn.M, tl„. vill.i-c w ordeicd (o sell 

it at a jirotit ot only o iinnaa per niuimd He li.is to spend rupee one and 
annas eight in carrvmg it to the village <ind he is ordeied to ehaige only a 
profit of 5 annas jier maiind Nobody will be foolish enough to ptvy Rs IJ 
111 the cMitage and chaige only 0-5-0 per mauiul as profit Government have 
full knowledge that the iisin will not sell the artide at the proper rate It 
IS well aware of the man’s dishonestv 4'he fellow sells stig.ii at a higher 

profit After a few months contiol aotliorities .irrivc and they order the 

cancellation of the shop's license In short nobody gets either sugar or 
cloth Three jietsons got thiee v.irfls of cloth A dhoti is nualc up of 5 yaids 

Now bow to distiibiitc tins (loth m the l.imilv to make dhotis'^ This way 

of (listnluition IS not .it .ill light nor docs it r.nse the st.iiukiid of life Thus 
both the ob|ecfs ol the ronliol ,ire abstiid 

It has become .i fashion m these nays to do whatever one desiies under 
cover of doing good to the poor If .i man says that he dcsiies to do good to 
the poor and m ordei t.c raise the stand.ird of their lives be wants to make 
them eat wheat he e<in do wh. clever he likes under this cover lict us now 
•examine the lates 

Sugai Rs 18 pel inaimcl, 

Red Sug.ir Hs 2l) jier niaiind 

Giir Rs 24 jier inaund 

These aie control rates Now tell me who will eat guv and Rajra when 
their rates arc so Ingli ’ In the Piiuj.ih people arc- foiec'cl to eat rice- while in 
Bengal they aie forc-ed to eat whc.it which is not their staple focxl These 
are tlie blessings of the control 1 fail to iinclcrstsmd you when you s,iy that 
nobody has yet represented to the Government to remove the control The 
members in this House are' silent boeause tbev have got then Interim Gov- 
ernment Muslim League jreople are silent because the.v have got Liaquat All 
Sahib among them and the- Congrcs&ites are silent because their members are 
in the Interim Governincait Otherwise, T h.ave heard in tlie loblnes that they 
are all against the control and all desire its abolition J do nob know why 
Qovernment insist to keep it Allow me to say that control is a curse There 
is no benefit but trouble in it Yet they want to keep control The reason 
is that the Interim Government knows that in India some people eat pure 
wheat, some eat it mixed with gram and others eat Bapa, Jrnvar and rotten 
wheat But here first class wheat is sold at the rate of seers per rupee and 
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[Chaudhry Sn Chand] 
the rotton wheat also is sold at the same rate Coarse grams are sold at the 
price on which liist class wheat is sold ! Maiit to tell you that this is the way 
in which the st.uidaid ot life ot the pool is being laised lliey will have to 
eat sugar whether the> Iiuac ever eaten it or not I'liey will have to purchase 
two clihataks of it no matter if they later sell it m the black inarlict It is 
the order of the (loveinment that he sluuld have it whether he has ever eaten 
or not Thus, the standard ot their Iuls is raised Tins sort of orders should 
not now e\ist If oiii (loveinment is loud of eonliols it should control the 
beggaiu whose nuinbi'r is so great do and see at tlu lailvvav station the 
crowd of these beggais 'I’liey' .ire so niiuKtoiis th.it one gets hotheied by them 
Some beg m the name of the nation, others in the name of poverty, others in 
the name of boiuo leadc'r .uul yet aiiolhei in the name ot Uongal Thus, they 
plague peoph' , hut the (roveiimieiit li.iv ne\ei given a thought to stop them 
Villagers come to the City and see the t'ouiieil Chaiiihei they think that their 
oounti'v Is veiy inospeioiis .iiid gie.il men live there Init they ne\er take into 
coiibideiation about, its worries and tioubles If the Government is very fond of 
contiol, it should eontioi the lladio Pe|iiiilment It is not th.‘ Radio Dtpurt- 
ment , it is the Depaitiiieiit of Itaiides (hailots) They laugh at the jieojiie ot 
the villages but the minue shows, wlneli aie now no longei shown m the 
rilhiges aie still being put on upon the Radio 'I'hcir information is so little 
that the> e.ill me P.mdit ni spite ol tli ■ fait that I li.i\<. Aiiittcn them that 
I am not a I’amlit, I am a jnl Iml they go on i.ilhiig me Pandit I do not 
know how thev fake me for a Pandit — k it for iiiv safn or for some othci 
reason’ If the {ioveiiniieni want eoiitiol . it must eoiitrol eoitnplioii and the 
great Dejiaitiiients so that '-oine heiielit max come out ot it 'I'he jireseut 
controls lire a somee of lioulile to the peopk' T'oi these leasoiis i snp))orb 
Prof Ranga’s cut motion In m\ opinion eviiy meniher ot the House should 
lend his suiipoit to it Govi nimeut may uoj. do it lor teai otheiwise all the 
menihers aie in its tavoiii 

Sn V. 0. Vellmgiri Gounder (Salem and ( 'oimhatoie (Iiiii \oith \reot, 
Non-Miiliammadan Riiial) Sn, I wish to say a lew woids on this iMotion 
because 1 leal 11 lh.it ni\ Cut motion will not come up foi discussion T wish 
to refci to the l•ontrols th.it aie lieiiig wotked out in m\ Ptovinee of Madras 
My pioMMCo IS pi. Used for woiknig contiols offectivelv and it is foieniost in 
eontiolliiig eveiv ailiele used by man. T can only eome to the conclusion that 
this sort of ]>i,usi.. IS given to M.idi.is siinplv to eiu-mii.ige the (loveinment of 
Madias to (nit foitli moie effoits in iiiakiiig mole and more eontiol This sort 
of 111. use comes from the Cential Goveinmenl If von ask the luihlic. of Madras 
what thex tlnnk about these eontiols, they will have a difTeient tale to tell 
My colleague .Nfi Ram.dnigani ('liottiai put a (jiiestion the otliei xhiy .ind the 
P’ocxl Member .msweicd that the ('eiitial Government was going to pay a 
siih.sidv of 1.") eioies for piiieh.ise of nee tioin Riirnia Then the (lox enimeiit 
of Indi.i aie going to distnlinte that .subsidised nee at a lived rate of jinco 
to all the jiiovinces ol India We also l.e.iid that last veai the Govciiiment of 
India spent about 100 i rores ol iiipcos in importing food grams from ’ other 
cmintru's We also he.ir that huge sums of money have been spent on 'Grow 
More Pood Campaign’ In spite of all ihese ex])endiliire. neither the agrioul- 
tunsl glows mole food nor is the (doYernnieiit giving an .■Oononiie piiee exeii for 
the jiroduei wliieh tlie agnculturist grow's 

Mr. President: I may iiomt out to the Honourable Member that the Cut 
Motion under diseiis.sion raises the question of policy in regard to controls of 
articles other than food So the Honourable Member will not be relevant, if he 
refers to food controls 

Sri V, C. Villingiri Qounder; What T wish to submit is that w^e want no- 
controls at nil, on nnv filings while there is no justification for keeping con- 
trol over food. I was only pointing out the colossal waste of money on the 
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part of the Central Goveinm'ent without any adequate return for the agricul- 
turist or for the consuniei The agiiculluiist is not benetitted nor are the 
Government in utilising the inoner in this way These controls specially 
affects the rural pojiulation and they stand to suffer As my Honourable friend 
Prof Hanga pointed out the other day the niban people are very vocal and 
their giievnnccs are sixni redressed and the in ban ])Cople are better eared for 
by this Governnieiit The lural population suffer in so many ways. The rural 
people do not get propei food, the\ do not get the necessaries of life Owing 
to controls of every aiticlc the lural peo]de being leiv pool ,ind illiterate arc 
not able to get any thing at all except at black market rates They specially 
require nianuio non and cattle tood for agricultural leipnremcnt'. The price 
control is not at all worked sati4aetoril> Fiom all parts of this House, there 
is alwavs criticism about the w'a\ m winch controls are exen ised to the detn- 
meut of jieojile, specialh rural jieople The other day some of the Madras 
Members and the Bihar Membeis interviewed the I’ood Memhei The Hon- 
ourable Afember asked ns if we could guarantee there will be no death by 
staivation if control on tood is lemoved I remcmlieied on a ])i'e\ioiis occa- 
sion, he cited the ex.mqile of two wives rejirescnted as the interest of produ- 
cers and consumers When we represented our difficulties, then this example 
of two wives came to my mind AYe. on one side, being the one wife and 
on the other tho Seoretan.it ollieials the othei wife lepresenting m a different 
way. 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and (Jomkhiiur Divisions Non-Muhiumnadfin 
Purnl) 'I'he misti-ess is moie loved th.m the wife 

Sri V. C. Vellingiri Ooundet: Whenevei we m.ike .mv lejiu sentntum, the 
Ottieeis m Pood Secietaiiat c-ome loiw.ird with huge tiles ,uid hung iii ,ill soits 
of obstiuetions and statistics to confuse us and the Honourable Member 
The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl (Atembei fm Industnes and Sup- 
plies) Ts tile Honourable Member leferring to t.he Food Department There 
IS no one to represent the Pood Department 

Mr. President 1 aheadv nuiti'd the .iitention of the Honom.ilde Membei 
to the fact that v\e ate discussing contiols other than on food T wish to see 
how he proceeds with the point 

The Honourable Sn C. Rajagopalacharl: I should like to suggest to tin 
Honourable Member tlint lie should not go into the subject of food 

Mr. K. Ii. Panjabi; On a point of order, Sn You li.ive alroadt pointed 
out that tho subject m.itter under discussion is controls other than food 

Mr. President; '^I’lie result will he th.it the tronourahle Member will be 
traversing into a liidd which will not ho relev.mt, and he v\ill not get a reply 
to tliat 

Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Oounder: P.vcrywheie the control jirices aie lixod and 
if you go m for outside jiroduce I do not know wli\ uniformity cannot be 
observ^ed in biping from otber countries .also, when there is tlie world food 
conferenec and other tilings A good de.il of tlie taxjxiyers' money is being 
uselessly sjient on subsidies, if the controls are aholishe-d .all this money will 
not be w’asted We .approached the district authorities and after a good deni 
of urgimient we were able to convince them that these controls should be 
abolished They referred the matter to the Eevenue Board and an officer came 
to make inquiries, .and m spite of the arguments of every one including the 
District Officer control was enforced or recommended When we go into the 
question Government shows us the difficulties of the poor people, but we here 
represent the case only in the interest of the poor people and not in our own 
interest. The conclusion to be drawn is that an army of officers and staff from 
the district right up to'the_ centre have to be maintained and provided for; 



[IStm Mati 1M7 


L«OIM,ATIVII AStllHBI.Y 

[Sri V. C Vellingiri Qounder] 
that at least is iny experience from the work of the Madras (lovemmenb 
When the district authorities are to be consulted officially we surely cannot 
expect the Collector to go against the wishes of his superior officers. In the 
last war our deficiency was only matter of food With regard to steel and 
iron it is insufficiently produced in India and some control may be justified. 
In the first war we were short in iice and Governinent supplied that defici- 
ency from Burma and there w'ere no black markets and no monopolies and 
no such controls and deterioration of stuff, etc and they exist now speaking 
of my own place in this last war we were in the midst of military camps and 
W'c saw huge bags of food stuffs stored improperly and much food material was 
wasted When there was war, controls in certain things might be found 
necessary but it is more than a year the war was over We are short in 
food and iron; and they may be secured from outside and given to decficient 
provinces like Bombay and Madras .and States like Travancore and Cochin 
Why should Hicic he tins (onirol .ind this arnn of officers? For a man of the 
village to get food and other controlled things is verv difficult He perhaps 
lives ten miles away to get his quota he has to go 15 miles to get a permit 
for transfiort of lus produce or get a controlled thing I know that in the 
urban areas people with mflucnee arc able to get all that thev require in spite 

which wo are short they can be got from outside and distributed to the several 
traders, specially in deficient areas Wheie there is regular trade between 
one proviiicp and another and there is a surplus available in one province, 
normal trade channels should he gi\rn facilities What is required is tran- 
sport. finilities which Govermuent will liav'c to proMde in time If the con- 
trols are lifted it wall not lead to starvation as in Bengal, even if there is 
failure of min for one yiair in eert.un parts Ro these controls should go I 
have heatd tin' Iiidiishies ,md Riipplx Metuher saving on (autain occasions 
that h(> IS not 111 f.iioin of the coidrols, ,iiid llie Find Mcmhci also is of the 
view when we met him in flejintation that these controls should go So these 
controls should be done tm.iy with and provision should ho made for getting 
steel, kerosene and rice m which we are deficient and supplied in normal trade 
channels Sir, 1 support the motion 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar (.Madras Ceded Districts and Clnttoor 
Non-Muliannnadan Itur.il) So, I do not wish to keep tin- House long I do 
not desire to create or allow an iiiipressioii to ho created that the Assembly 
as a wliole, on accoinit of Uie nnuibci of speeches made, is against these 
controls Fiiim the trend of specclics L g.ithcr that the grievance is more 
against tin' adiiiinistration of the.se controls than against the jwlicy. 
There 1 agree d’he adininistmtion is a legacy from the war period and our 
Ooveiiuncnt h.ive not had time vet to overhaul the entire stmctiue There 
are political and otho difficulties m the provinees and also m the centre, and 
ill spite of Iho age and expeiiencc of the Houourahlc ^[oml1ols who grace, the 
Cabinet I do not (linik they had the, time to think over the adnmustrativa 
side- and overh.uil the. administrative machinery But as regards policy my 
Iloiioiirahlc friend with .ill his wit and liiitiioin W'lmts to see bright things 
through noii-colonred gla.sscs wlii'icver it is dark, but the Honourable Member 
really wants to see tlio daik side of the picture through his dark glasses He 
is pstiiiiatiiig the situation more coirectlv than my Honourable friend who 
sees even the daikost side m his humourous vein ns .a light one 

Now, lot, us take these things one after another What are the things 
under coiitioF’ T.ike koriasono tn-st It is said it you remove the control, 
kerosene will automatically tlow' like gauges in the villages Food mity be 
available m the villages, it can be produced, but is kerosene produced m the 
villages? Kerosene goes from the top through various channels to the town. 
Kerosene and cloth ai-e sold only in towns and to villages 
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Prof. N. a Ranga (Gimtiu- cum Nelloiv Noii-Muhaiiimadan Kural) Whaf' 

Srt H. Ananthasayanam Ayyaagar: I will tell you; they are sold to villages 
My Honourable friend, Prof Ranga, in his enthusiasm forgets the language 
that I used' they are sold to villages, but are not sold m villages The whole 
complaint is this we have not foigotten that we belong to the middle class 
here To rural classes we give our lip sympathy. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Question 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Tn my place, which is lit by electri- 
city. I want kerosene for various purposes. My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Sn Prakasa, is labouring under the same difficulty If the control is reinoved, 
I will purchase ten tins for my own house, where T am getting half a bottle 
per week now, and vilhigers will not get anything 

Shjrl Sri Prakasa: No 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: It i>, only iiec-tuse oC control tliab they 
get something We are doing lip sympatliy , rriy Honoumblc friend is the 
owner of 200 villages and therefore 1 won’t accept all this from Inin 1 don t 
moan to say that he is dishonest, he is subi onsciously a capitalist I know 
the dihiculty, tneie \io,i i m. .i 'n.o- t ■ h'’' ■ '' ‘‘‘ 

villages I liad to fight over the (juesliou of distiibution of kerosene to vilhigeis 
There was a quarrel lietween the villagers and townsmen T made a compromise 
—for huts one unit, for teir.iced houses two units in villages, wheie towns are 
lit by electncibv, give half a unit 'I’odav we <ire speaking m their name, not 
on their lielmU 

Now, take sugar My Honourable friend savs that villagers art> not liaviiig 
sugar, although many villagers take it Then he complains that because 
sugar 18 controlled therefore it is not protluced m abundance I come from 
a district where plenty of siigurcnue is grown, and rny complaint is that 
sugarcane is grown at the cost of cereals, where foodgiains have to he grown, 
they are growing sugarcane Jaggery yields much larger [iriccs than cither 
sugar, or cereals or nee I wanted the Pi-ovmeial (ioveniment to take power 
to regulate the acreage under crops other than eore.d crops They have not 
done so Today if you remove all controls over this and allow sugar to come 
into the market and siigarc.ano to be grown freely, 1 can assure you. Sir, you 
and I will only have to eat sugar and dunk sugar juue There will not be 
aiiv whexvt or ticc m any corner of this country My Itonour.ible friend, Mr 
Sn Prakasa, has said as soon as controls are removed all these things which 
are controlled will come out like ghosts, all these things which have been 
suppressed and are m the underground for bldckm.u keting purposes will 
suddenly juiiij) up. I am very sorry there is bad logi< m this Have vou 
taken statistics of agricultural production in tins country^ Has it increased? My 
Hoiiourablo friend, Mr Gounder, wants us to go back tvventv-tive years but 
he forgets that m these twenty-five years be 1ms produced ten thildren and 
one hundred grand children I The, population has increased 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: Have, control on that 

Sjt. N. V. Gadgil (Jlombav ('(nftal Division Von-Arub.uMinadaii Rural) 
It is too late now! 

Sri M, Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: To poor people unfortunately God has 
given plenty of children; the lower the standard, the bigger the family 

Therefore, Sir, [ am opposed to removing control with regaid to sugar 

Cloth' It IS true that raw cotton before the war was being exported to 
Japan and we were receiving 25 per cent of our cloth from Japan and Man- 
chester or Lancashire. Now that cotton is not readily being sold to Japan, 
my Honourable friend. Prof Ranga, is anxious that the cotton prices should 
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go up How long !»re we going to say that we must send away raw produce 
to foreign countiics and then inijiort their cotton cloth and other things? 
Should wo not nianuf.iotuie things, omselves We must industrialize our 
country and use even tlio slioit-staple cotton completely tor milking our 
countiv self-suflieieiit, and we should even capture the markets which were 
originally Hooded hy Ja])aiiesi‘ goods The Eastern market is thrown open to 
us, (he Western niaiket is tlieie, hut wo are applying our minds m the 
wrong (liHition Our capitalists — 1 h:.\e no ijuaiiel with capitalists and 

niillowneis hut I must sa\ tlial indiis(i i.dists aie not leal industrialists, they 
aio — did not know how to use the shoit-staple cotton betore the war 

It was heiiig e\)iorttd to (he ( 'oiitiiieid. of Europe, and Germany was mixing 
lip slioit stajile cotton with long staple cotton and was thus converting all 

slioit-staple cotton into Ina ilnead ami was exporting it to onr country Some 

such tiling must, be done, rcMsirdi must be made in that direction I would 
be glad it all onr raw laodme is ntih/ed m onr own eonntrv If i ontrols are 
removed, 1 would sav that ni the long nm our eonntrv will go to rum both 
m (he exteinal niaiket ami in the iiiteimd matket 'Phe only question is how 

to lucrense the inoduction When the production is increased, these controls 

mai tie icinoveil, but it will he ,i long time hc/oi,. tins lan he possible 

lilveii ,is legaids sngai I do not know if sugar magnates are heic, bub as 
the House knows we have impose.d lestiictne duties on the imixirb of sugar. 
Jf lonioiiow eontiol is lemoved ,ind J.iv.i is allowed to import sugar, I and my 
Hoiiouiahli' liiends wonhl ask I'oi piotection again 1 want control both 
niteiiial and exteinal If von take one step it li.is got vanous repercussions 
We only look at one aspict ,ind say tod.iy we li.ive not had enough sugar for 
te<i 01 (ollee, and tlieielon- tins lontrol should be removed 1 am very 
lolly We ai(' not .iiiphing oiiiselves to the necessitv ol controls inside iind 
outside in the best interest ol the couutiy and in the best interest of the 
mute and duinh millions who inhabit this countn We have no right to 
speak- m their n.nne If eontiols .ne icinoved, all tiie cloth whicli is available 
to the poor jieople, will disappear Hereafter 1 will not be satisfied woth 12 
yards ol iloth J have siifiieient moiiev and therefore I won’t he satisfied unless 
I had 4H vards lor my lamily, and so all the nch men will purchase all the 
cloth nml all the pixir half-naked will lioconie fnllv naked .and half-starved 
w ill become fnllv sf.irved ^ on h.ivi* to vote tor this 11 controls are removed, 
tills is vvliat will iiapiien All (ho diflicnltv lias arisen on account of the 
llonouiahle Member himself .inw-arilv having said .i nmnher of months ago 
that 111* w.is .igaiiist all eontiols Jt is unfortunate He was not under con- 
trol then, he IS under eontiol now, lie is m the Cahinet; he feels the res- 
ponsifiihtv now He has t hanged his attitude now, he is thoroughly satisfied 
th.it eontiols ought to exist I .igiee with him wholehcai tedlv Therefore I 
rc’qiu'st in> HonouvMblt* fiieiid not to press this motion to n division 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad (Ihnted Provinces Southern Divisions Muhamma- 
dan LiimI)' Sii-.T was ratliei .iimised hv the remarks of inv Honourable friend 
Ml Avvaiigai Does ho or does he not holievi that it is impossible to enforce 
eontiol unless file stocks am controlled 


Snjut Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhury (Ilengal ramdlioldcrs) And also 
eontiol coniiption 


Mr. President; I^et not Honourable Members interrupt the speaker 
119 hear the .aiguments, if we are serious on the debate. 


Let 


that^' Ahmad: This follows will he agi*ee to my postulate or ’axiom 


Sri M. Ananthaflayanam Ayyangar; Koran or the Bible*’ 
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Dr. Zia XJddin Ahmad: 1 am not quoting scripture. Control of prices without 
control of the stock is like putting the cart before the horse. What steps have 
the Goveminent over taken to control the stock If the control of stock is not 
a possibility it is useless to make any attempt to control the prices, because 
by this means wo will only increase coiruption 

Sri M. Ananthasiayanam Ayyangar: C!loth prpducttoii, stock, everything 
has been controlled 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: It is all on paper 

Mr. President: I would ask Honourable Membeis not to interrupt. I do 
not propose to permit it It would be better for the Honourable Member who 
IS addressing the House to addiess the Chair. 

Dr, Zia Uddin Ahmad: yir, I love inteirnptioiis I entiiely agree with 
my friend Mr. Hri L’rakasa. when lie said that i’rof Kanga ought not to have 
excluded tood from lus cut molioii. As I said during the question hour there 
IS difference of opinion between this side and the other side The other side 
thmlis that the T'oo<l Hepaitiuciit should exist so long as there is slioitage of 
food and we on tins side lieheve that the shorCvge of food will continue to. 
exist so long as the Food Department is there That is what I call petitio 
principn or argument in circle With this difterence of opinion we have no 
alternatiiu but to icquest you, Sir, to give your luhng and solve the problem 
of teasoinrig m a circle 

My Iliinomahle IT tend Mi Sii Chund came to lescue when he said very 
nicely that control ami con’uption are the same thing TTiey aie in fact con- 
vertible Wheie theio isi control there is couiiptioii It wo agree to this, 
the pioblem is solved The question is whether you want conuption or not. 
There w'lll be only one reply oven trom tlie treasury Jlenclios We do not want 
corruption The logical conscquenci- ot that is that tliore should be no 
control 

i\ly Hoiiouralilo fnciid Mr Sii i’rakasa laised another point In tixiiig a 
reusonablu piico the cost ot [notlmtion and cost of purchase aio taken into 
consideration But thcie is one item of oxpcndituro which is cntiiely omitted 
from the calculation and th.it is icsponsiblc tei the black inaikct When a 
man buys a thing he not only pays the puce hut tlieie is an cuoimous over- 
head cliaiges winch c.uTt be shown on pupci, .iml these chuiges aic luiown 
as pugii 111 Jlombay It is not that the (iovciiimeiit is olliiialiy cntciing into 
this coiruption Theie aie various other items My fueiid (_'h,i(r.llni iSn 
Chaiiil gave details of all this evpeudituic whieli eveiy shopkeepei h,is to pav 
111 order to bung the article to Ins shop TTiis .miount is not leally consideied 
when the sale puce is fixed if you add these you will tiiid th.it it is im- 
possible for him to sell it at the controlled price The result is black market- 
ing. It ts really lorccd upon the shopkeeper Von create a positiuii on one 
side where black market is inevitable if the shopkeeper were to make Ins two 
ends meet and on the other side you launch on an anti-coruiptioii diive 
Bar Kmart (2a’ai dmya takhta handatn Kuida-i-Baz iiikjiii k< driman /tii iiinkiiii koshxar hash 

It means “You have really bound me together on a board which is floating 
on water, and you say ‘Be rarefnl, do not get youiself wet' ’’ The only 
thing that is possible is to have the eountiy .dune and let us follow the 
natural couisc. and stop all kinds of contiol and coiruption. 

There is one point which probahiv the (ioveinmcnt has not e-vplicitly 
looked into Tho food and clotliiug of different provinces are not the same 
The' trade has been accustomed to supjily the right quality of food and cloth- 
ing to different provinces But the officials m the Supply and Food Depart- 
ments take the pencil and paper and allot whatever food is available to the 
people who need it, irrespective of their customs, and habit. Wheat is 
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ajlotted to Madraa where tiioj eat rioe and m Itelhi where we are used, to wheat 
aro made to eat rice. The trade has the experience of centuries behind it 
aad it IS not possible for the omlian officials iii the department to acquire the 
expenence or knowledge in a few months. 

The same is the case with regard to cloth Tlie requirements of the pro- 
xiaees differ. The trade after the experience of centuries know the require- 
ments of the different proTmees but this is entirely overlooked in the Gtovern- 
ment’s piogramme of control and distribution. They only consider the arith- 
metic and work out with pencil and paper so much niiliet for so many people 
at such and such rate per capita. This is a very important factor which 
should not be overlooked People in better circumatauces require loss food 
but better quality but the labouring classes require more food but of inferior 
quality This fact is entirely ignored and no distinction is made whatsoever . 
Tins is a thing winch the trade has learnt fioni their expenence of ages. 
not fix the quantity Pix the price Say you are allowed to buy for so much 
money Poorei people for the same amount will get more food and cloth ot 
inferior quality and richer people will get better food and cloth but in a 
smaller quantity I have asked many tunes what i.s the use of giving sugar to 
the village people They are not accustomed to take tea \ ery few villagers 
have druiilt tea Sugiu is really csseiiliul for tea Por other Ivitehen purposes 
sugai IS not lequired The other varieties ol sweet .ire good enough Tour 
sayuig that this should be given to everybody is wrong The villager will 
be happier if jou give him four tiiucs the quantity lu gur inste.vd of one- 
fourth the quantity in sugar for the same price This is a factor which it is 
impossible for the Supply Department or the Food Department to consider, 
You leave the people alone The trade, from experience, have learnt what 
p.u-ticular thing and m what quantity is consuincd m .i pirticular locality and 
,.l ‘ ■'■'’y ^ ;( TV... I'mtjioil, .iUc> i, the mmuni'H' Bv 

your methods the Irnnsport becomes very gii'at You insist, lot insUnice. 
that the quantity of wheat to bo supplied to Ilvderabad imiMt eoino from such 
and such locality When you say that cert.iin articles to a Pro- 
vince must be sujqilied from certain sources alone the transport 
problem gets complicated And the people have to wait for their supplies 

till the transport is available J have said repeatedly that though it is easy 
to supply foodstuff from one province to another it becomes difficult because 
tliey have readily to consider not only the one side traffic but the traffic from 
botli sides. This thing will be automatically adjusted if all these restrictions 
are removed The transport difficulties are the creation ot the control system 
If the control system is abolished transport will bo eased to a very great 
extent, because these things will be shifted where the wagons find sufficient 
goods on either side 

Wc could imderstiind tlio system of controls during war time We accept- 
ed that nulitarv reqmreiiienf« should come first and eivihan requirements must 
wait We abided by it Wo said that wliatcver we grow may go to the 
soldiers who are fighting in the front .and let ns liave sbarvat'ou. we did not 
mind Put when Iho war is over, wlien there is no supply of special food 
for the Defence Services, T see no reason why wo should continue the system 
winch vve rcnllv devised during war tnuo In war time it was a necessity 
But there is nbsolutelv no necessity now to continue it 

T said on the floor of the House on one occasion and I repeat it today • 
somebody asked on the floor of the House 'How long will controls contiiino'^’ 
They will continue so long as they remain a paying concern to the 
officials . During the war they kept control in the name of soldiers After 
the war they are going to keep it in the interests of the villagers The' first 
was perhaps necessary The second is absolutely unnecessary. The fact is 
they JiAwa the system for their own benefit During the war time they used 
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Ao soldiers ss the aucleus or fulcrum to press their domarid for ooiitrol. 
After the war they are now appealing in the name of villagers, and poor people 
lor whom nobody sheds any tears, and m the name of these people they 
want to keep the controls in order to feed tlie olficials 1 was surprised at the 
speech delivered by my friend Mr. Ayyangar I have great respect for his 
views But 1 wag surprised when ho said in the name of the villager# whom 
ke said ought to be fed with at least some sugar, and without these controls 
Aey will not be having any sugar. This reminds me of what one of the 
Moghul Emperors said when there was a gieat tamme He said ‘All right, 
the poor people must be having one plate of piilao’. He is thinking sf the 
sugar for these poorer people and forgets the major question that they do not 
got what they want. Hoes he consider it a just system of distribution that 
Madras should send to us here all its nee that we do not need and w# sand 
all tlio wheat away 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: 1 do oppose that all the nee should 
bo sent from Madras to heie and the wheat should be transpoited from here. 
But even if you get all the w'heat from the south, you still have to ba on 
ration That is my point 

Dt. Zia Uddin Ahmad: yiiesti,)ii The other thing w'hicli 1 lepeutedly said 
18 thati if you really w.int to helji the jioorer jieople, increase the supply of 
cloth by producing more yarn and keep the cottage industries 

going Then the poor people will get enough cloth for them- 
selves .\,s regards food, I assure everybody that there is enough 
food m the (ountav beeiui-.c 1 see everyd.iv only a mile away from 

the town, people are feeding thinr cuttle on w'he.it Thev liuvo no restriction 
wlwt.socver While we ciinnot g(>t this wheat from t.h<' Milage lliev are feeding 
their cattle on it And we aie shnving How (<iii wc swallow a distribution 
of that. IciiuP It IS hajuieiiing onlv about a imic .iw<i\ fioiii tow'iis The 
'oonci siiLii iiisti 11)111 ion ir, ,ii)oii--iu u me oeltci, Oei .iiise a aiblnOiilion ot tills 
kind IS really a curse of the 

1 think anybody wlio is faimlmr with real convlitioiis and who is honest to 
Ins sotei-s iiud who is ,in elected rejiresontative of the iicople cannot remain 
without eoiideinning this contiol system which is leallv not in the interests 
of nn\l)odv except m the interests of those wlio .ire actually .idministenng the 

Babu Sam Narayan Singh (Chota Nagpur Uivision; non-Muh.immadan) . 
(The Honourable Member spoke in Hindustani For Hindustani text see 
\ppendix to the Debates for the English translation given below EtI of D ) 

Sir, n great many things have been said ami 1 have nothing new to add 
Tluiie IS, however, one thing which tlie Inteiini Ooveiimicnt must know It 
w.is .1 foreign Goveniment which imposed conttols and the iv.ison why they 
were imposed earned some eonvietion with it The nierohaiifs .uid slioplceepors 
of tliose days all helped the (’ongress The (lovernmeiit llioiiglit to i educe tlie 
infliioiice of the Congress bv replacing all that sort of businessmen hv a new 
type That was thought at that tune and it came to be true. Controls came 
and it i.s quite correct that they ruined all old businessmen and in their place 
now type of businessmen came into being They w'ere brought in bv laying 
down that onlv those shopkeepers could sell controlled articles who held license 
and the licence was given to brothers and nephews of the officials or to those 
who filled their pockets with money Under such circumstances the Interim 
Government should have abonshed these controls Thev should have abolished 
what the late Government had done. It is very painful to see that the pre- 
sent Government have upheld the old regime. As already said it is a matter 
for great sorrow. I know that all our leaders who have formed the govern- 
ments at the Centre as well as in the provinces were of the opinion that con- 
trols should be abolished. Many of them personally told me so Now on 
taking charge of the gcTemment they instead of correcting the officials of the^ 
different departments were themselves influenced by them. It appears that 



fl3TH Mak. 1947 


J868 Ll.Ot'-I \TlVli \SSEMBLY 

[Babu Kam Narayan tSinj'h J 
tiveii the upright men have become the Jiseiplos ot the officials of the trovern- 
ment They ought to li.ive leformed these departments, put them on the right 
path and it they had pioved too rotten they should have abolished them. , But, 
instead oL doing this they have become their followers. Sir, 1 am a villager, I 
know their case iull well, do whciever you like in India. Go from one corner 
to the othei. iou will find everywhere a hue and cry against the controls. 
The most painful of all this is that we, who sit here in this House, call our- 
selves the lepieseiitatives of the people and the pieseiit dovernment call itself 
the lepiesi Illative dovciiiment and yet the controls ale maintained. It las 
no right, under the circumstances, to call itself the representative Govern- 
ment It should give up this pretension Let us take votes on what 1 li.ive 
said If vou do not want to take votes heie let us go to the dountry ,ind 

take vote ol (he people to see with whom the uiasses are If the piesent 
Government do not want to go b\ public opinion it should either resign or 
do as the peoplo wish I’lieie is uo doubt that the cause of controls is 
corruption Thoy, howovei, sav tliat an .uiii-t'oiruption Act has been pass.'d 
We uudeist.uid it They, too, know it full well, but it is a pity that on going 
into the goveiumeiit thev have loigotteii it One dav a geuUeui.in from the 
city look me to the town to sliow wh.it siilteiiiigs peo[)le have to beai .it r.ition 
shops esjiei lally at shops whcie doth is rationed I will not repeat what 
Mr Miulilieijee h.is .i.re.idv said iii this coiineetion I, however, went 

because my friend .isKod me to go with hmi I went iiotwithstanduig that 
I know eveiv thing 1 went to know wh.it ])e(i[)le s,iv I asked one of them 
and ho said, “Sir, I have been waiting heie sinee inoimiig 1 will get when 
mv tutu comes and the tniii will loine .ifter this .md that foi m.ilitios Imvo 
been 'ony tlnungh Then onlv 1 will gel 

Di Zia-U(l-L)m h.is said th.it om eonntty had -.o ni.inv people ,nid that 
they iieiiled so m.niv limits It ihev li.ne not the jiowei to m.iinil.u tnic 

things .iLiotdiiie to the needs ol the people wh\ do tlnv in, ike haste to i ontl'il 

them'’ If tiiey i ,mnot. coiitiol lightly thev should not in.mit.mi those contiols 
I imi\ tell yon, m this eoimeiton, th.it the whole luinitiv is being given to 
corinption In eacli piovmce, in eacli distiKt .m ,id\ isoiy boaid is set up, 
then tlieie .ne snh-ilivision.il lioinds .ind tlunui .idvisoiv boiiids In every 

bo. ltd eveiy member desiies tli.d i.ition shn|)s in.iv be given to his Inotliet's 
and nepliews t'oiitiol .md lonuption aic one and the same thing There 

IS not a l)it 1)1 ditftienco in them We must liear this m mind I will nob 
say much L know tins much when paddv vv.is h.irvested m our district for 
two Ol tliice d.ivs It vv.is seen m the li.i/.irs Previously rice was sold de.ir 

It h.iil re.ichod .ilmost the eontiolled puce Then police officets came there 

and foiced tli ■ shopkc-cjieis to sill it at the contiol rate The result was 

that nee disappe.ned Irom the havar for vvli.it purpose else are the C! I D 
and tho police de|)aitineiil ' IsveiyhrAly knovvs th.it theie exist two kinds ot 
maikets One control shop where one cannot get sufficient to eat Persons 
like me c.ui live on two or three ihiiitdhfs hut manv people cannot live without 
eating 5 to f’l (.hatlal^v Thev h.ive to eo lo the blaek m.irket winch is open 
If th(' Goveiiiment is honest whv do it maintain controls? Controls have 
failed Whv do thev insist on ni.iint.iining a thing which (hex cannot enforce'^ 
They, in f.act do not want to keo]) them. Sir, I must say that our brothers, the 
.Munsteis ot the Governments ate lost m a labvrinth. I openlv request that 
either Kajaji should jiroclaim the abolition of tho controls today or lie sliould 
resign If he pn-is! lot ,1 plebi-eito be t.ikoii At least tnki' vc.tes from tho 
Delhi masses Yon will find th.it people do not want controls T can Sav 
regarding contioks Hint out of the 80 per cent poor people of tho country lO 
per cent will vote against the controls when the people do not want controls 
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vhy do Governm«ut want to maintain them? This is not proper. Controls 

must be abolished. It must be announced today that the controls are abo- 

lished. If not, a plebiscite may be held. If the masses vote against the 
controls, you should, not thrust them on the people Uoveriiment’s argument 
in favour of the control do not seem correct. Sir, I am also a vahil and when 

vakils agrue they try to pass oS a sheep as a goat and a goat as a sheep. If the 

Government are honest and have trust in God; they should not hesitate in 
announcing the abolition of controls There is not a single man who can 
honestly say that controls are needed Those of us wlio have gone over to 
the Government seats are entangled m the mesiies of their departments and 
have become the disciples of their officials I say it with full emphasis and 
I hope other members will join me in the protest and ilajaji will announce the 
abolition of controls. 1 am sure in the heart of liis hearts llnjaji believes that 
there slunilu be no controls. Alay be Eajaji may not condescend to dift the 
controls under pressure of the advice of the officials of his department but he 
will have to abolish them If not today after ten or twelve days the controls 
will have to be removed. Why not remove a thing at once against which there 
is so much clamour? The Government’s argument that there is a shortage in 
the supply of things is absolutely incorrect “Unless there is nine maunds 
of oil Badha will not dance”. It cannot be that the country may have all the 
things in plenty. It is not right to say that the controls will be abolished 
when shortage of commodities does no longer exist. One or the other thing 
will be in shortage There is no doubt that there will bo some shortage of 
commodities for a few days on the lifting of the controls but this will not 
continue long The business of tlie whole country is being ruined m an un- 
natural way 1 tlieiuJore support Prof lianga’s Cut Motion, It is nob in 
comieotioii with the articles of food but it is a sin in our country to control 
the food commodities and those who maintain controls are sinners. 

Pandit Laksbmi Kanta Maitra (Calcutta Non-Muhammadan Urban) 
Sir, this motion raises an issue which, is \ory vital to the day to day existence of 
a citizen. ,^The debate that has .so far been raised on it has displayed one thins, 
and that is the impact, which the control system has had on the minds of the 
Members of the Legislature. 1 think the Honourable Member in charge of 
the Department has got some iiidication of the volume and intensity of the feel- 
ing on this question of control. I quite admit that the question bristles with 
all manner of difficulties The question may be viewed at from different 
points of view and it is necess^ for us, the Members of this House, to 
balance the pros and cons of this case with meticulous care and then come 
to a decision I think my Honourable friend, the Member in charge of 
Industries and Supplies, listened carefully to the speech of my Honourable 
friend Mr Sn Prakasa, who is now busily engaged in talking, m which he made 
n very passionate appeal to the Treasury Benches to allow' them at least on 
this qiiestu'i a ( hance to go to its final issue, namely, the final decision in the 
A.yes and Noes lobbies My fnend thinks that he is on very strong ground 
and that the House will be with him. But his purpose is certainly not to 
pass a vote of censure on Government. His purpose is to imprew on the 
Department the necessity either of completely abolishing the system of controls 
or to bring it into line with the needs and the necessities of the situation. 1 
am not unmindful of the case for the retention of controls by the Government. 
I am one of those who in the old Assembly days watched the gradual introduc- 
tion of the control system in this country and also syfetematictlly opposed it 
as It wa^my impression then— and the impression has not been dispelled even 
now— that once you get into a system of controls and you start controlling 
commodities, it is the control itself which assumes the control over you and 
cannot get out of the control yourself. 

Now, let us take the Government’s case. What is, after all, the Govern- 
ment case? Government say that the war time controls were imposed bv 
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the necessity of war eituatiou and with the cessation of the war there nas 
been a progressive release of controls on commodities; some of those powers 
have lapsed and the Goveruent Have not taken any steps to get back those 
powers again to tighten up the control They may easily say that they have 
de-controlled so many commodities, about 30 to 36, and the control which 
they have still retained is only in respect ot a tew commodities. But these 
commodities are essential commodities and they enter mto the existence of 
everybody, and they have also in their favour the verdict of this House. I 
was not beie, but, I think, it was during the last session that they brought 
forward a Bill which was enacted mto law foi-thwith. I do not know what 
kind of arguments were then raised because 1 have not seen the report, but 
they got the Essential Powers Act passed mto law. By virtue' of that Act, 
they assumed control over certain commodities. It is not that they had 
already divested themselves of this control, but they got their hands strengthen- 
ed by Uie veulict of the ilouso . . 

Mr. President. The Ilonourable Member can resunic his speech after 
Jiunch. 

The Assembly then adjoinned foi Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 

The Assembly reassembled aftei Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, Mr. 
President (The Honourable Mr. G V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 


Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Su, T ,\ni a fund I have clean forgotten how 
I began and where I left when the House rose for Lunch this morning I have 
got a lingering impression that I was explaining to the House the case of Gov- 
eininent for the impoMt'on ol controls ,iud the inainteiiance of controls. 
Briefly speaking, the ease rested on two facts, firstly, the Oovernmei’t wnotu'^ to 
explain ,iiid tliat w,is their e.ise, they havi- explained from time to tmi'' m iheir 
press statements that the.v were puisuing a policy of gradual deeoiuti !, a-, visible 
from the number of nilicles from which controls have been lifted, sScondly the 
point in their favour is that control that they are now exercising, they are doing 
so by virtue of an Act passed by tins legislature m November last, so that the 
policy they are now’ pursuing 1ms got the backing of the House Now, Sir, the 
sheet anchor of flie defence of the (}< veriunent for the unnu,e’i.tJicp of controls 
la this; — shortage of supply of commodities over which control has been imposed 
aid the raging inflalion ni the coiintiv f will first deal with the question of 
inflation This iidlatioiiary jirocess m tins country started smeo 1942 after Japan 
entered into the war and the nnyiaet of .lupancse aggression completely dis- 
located the entire financial structure of the Government of India and they had 
to pursue a policy cf inflation, I inav say deliberately, because they had to 
sicure goods and services to their coiuitry which they had to do by pumping 
monev indefinitely i ito cireailation against (he sterling balances that had been 
accumulating in the Bank of England Ever since the inflationary process 
started, we in this House raised protests from time to time asking the Govern- 
ment to be very careful But, Sir, the government of those days had their rwn 
ways and the_ result was that by the year 1943, it was not only a process of 
inflation, but it W'as a process of g.alloping inflation Temporai*y expedients and 
make shifts v/ere adopted from time to time to cheek this tide, but with no 
rr suits Even today, the inflationarv process continues The position is this, 
it is a vicious circle. The prices chase the inflationary spiral and the inflationary 
spiral chases the prices That is the position which every- econorais'b in the 
country has got to take note of Now, Sir, m this country alone we find this pro- 
cess of ,going on What is happening in Amerien, In America also there have been 
mcrease of wages, increase in cost and so forth But are the.y going, through this 
''nfl,itionnry spiral? I emphatically maintain, no, because their increase in wsg«c 
has led to increased production. — acceleration in production which eventually Has 
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led to reductioia ia prices. But in this country, we all find ourselves involved m a 
vicious circle. There is dearth of commodities, prices soar high, labour demands 
increased wages, and giani of increased wages goes to increase production costa, 
and because prcduction cost increases, there is a further demand lor still higher 
wages, again there is the same concession made, and the prices again soar and 
so we move round end round this vicious circle I now w.uit inj Honourable 
friend to realise this position. I am net in favour of controls, 1 am not en- 
amoured of controls, neither am I against controls 1 want to ask my Honour- 
abl=i friend here and now, will he make up his mind and tell us what is the 
pol’cy of Goverunicnt which they are going to pursue m this respect'’’ Are they 
going indefinitely to puisne this policy of moving round and round tills vicious 
ring or have they set up a plan by uhich tliey can hre.ik this soniewhereV 
There may be attendant risks, but that risk lias got to be faced Sir, this is. 
the argument so far ns inflation is concerned With regard to sliortpge of goods, 
goods m short supply, I am aware that because there has been a fall m pioduc- 
tici’i, then, is shortage I am also aware that the Government cannot; count upon 
imports though irom press reports T find that imports are graduall j trickling 
into this country, and they are not altogether negligible Assuming there ate 
no imports, I am prepared to show to the House if I get Gie time that wjhm the 
present capacity of the industry, we can meet our requirements to a considerable 
extent ,ind even r>y a process of decontrol we, shall not be a > hard hit as my 
friends apprehend. Let us take the cloth nidusbv What is the position of the 
textile industry today? T carefully listened to the speech of my Honourable 
friend yesterday and I tried to intervene in the debate with regard to yarn 
supply, hut unfortunately I could not catch the eye of the Chair The total 
production of ololh in vhis country has been on an ‘average 4,800 million yards. 
That is luill production Add to it li.and loom production which comes to about 
I 500 million vards Non the two indiistnes mill and band loom, put to,gc’ihor 
give a total of 0,300 million yards of cloth Taking the population of India as 
400 millions by a process of simple arithmetic you get to yards p^r cnpita. 
The productive capacity of Indian mills is never less (han 1,800 million yards'.' 
I make bold to assert that with regard to hand loom, if we get iip-lo-flate 
jinformation, the production inav be more than 1.500 million yards I tried 
to get from the Honourable Member through supplementary questions up-to-date 
^formation about hand looni production, but perhaps his department has not 
nifoiraation Now, Sir this is the position of cloth industry in 
India How are Government controlling the cloth industry? Government' say 
there IS a pibtification They say that they do not control distribution, the 
Central Government make certain allocations to the provincial governments on 
the recommendation perhaps of the Textile Board or some other agency The 
recognised buyers or purchasers of the provincial governments take them over 
and retail sales ai-e handled by a lot of people who are permitted bv the pro- 
vi.icial governments to handle them As soon as you make that provision do 
you realise that you at once open up the flood gates, of comiption jobbery aud 
nepotism, I on lave got to face up to them Secondly when vou do th.at do 
ebsolvc yourself of all responsibility in the ma'tter of distribh- 
Uon? My one maii>. objection to this system of control is this It places the 

if phere is no serious trouble, full credit is with them. They impose controls 
they mamtam controls, therefore we have not been hard hit.' If there is rnal 
distribution, people are hard hit. thev clamour Then the Central Goyemi 
says look here, there is your Proyineial Government, we have nothin-r to doS 
that T have been in this Assembly. I tried through 
7 from the HoAourable MeZfr 

as to the nature of control that the Central Government exereise over the pro 
viuces m this respect. Do the Government of India think that their consdenoe 
when they simply allocate a certain quantity of cloth or any 
commodity to a parliohlar province and would they not care \o know how thi» 
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allocation actually reach the people? i)o you care to consider whether and in 
what way your i'llociittoii., reach the inii‘.se'5, — the man in the street, the man 
behind the plough, that great sub-stratum of society which today feels the 
greatest pinch on .L(<oinit of this shortage of supplies'’ As I li.ive shown, the 
cloth position itstli is not rrienacing, 1 am sure Iheie will he some ditiiculty m 
-the iiiitiai stages lint in the long run lathei than in the .shoit people will be 
moie benefited In the lifting of the control on cloth In I'liy case it will not 
be a fatal matter if the ccntrol is lifted just now. 

Then 1 come to u-'ii and st<*cl with icgard to winch ilTVjr’iment have got 
absolute control, the rigidest control possihle Wliat is the position in legard 
to iron .'lid -,iecl in tins counli’y’ The norm.il consumption here of iron and 
steel before the war used to be somewhere m the iieighhon.-hood of one million 
tons, of -w inch seven lath tons was met by indigenous iirodiiction and three 
lakh tons by inqtoits I m.ry he told th.it imports arc not coming now’ But at 
the same time 1 w.int to impress on the Honourable Member that owing to (he 
exigencies of the w.ir our piodiiction was accelerated, nn'l Mday (he capacity 
of tlie iioii and eteel iiidiisfii. is something in the iieighbourno.od of 12 lakh tons. 
This quantity that is .aisilable m this country they have divided into two parts; 
one IS for the rmlw.ivs and the defence services, the riilway quota to be 
exolusi'velv opeialed by the Tl.ulway Board With regard <0 the other part they 
;li ne allocated it aceordmg to seheine with six or seven items in number I 
have ex.imined them and found that thov come to something like 7^ lakh tons. 
Of tills quantity of 71 laldi tons alloc, iled to the, other groups lakh tons go 
for the general ymhlic in lading sm.ill-seale maiuifncturers of consumer goods. 
Then oomos tho s- ooiid category, — 14 l.ikh tons for industries, — maintenance of 
iiidiistiK’s and packing (uul the rest of it Then 89, (KX) tons have been allocated 
for tbe purpose of devi lopment projects of the Central Goviinment, tbe pro- 
vir, ('),■'! 'I’ld State Goveinmenls and so on, I will not go into det.iils But it .ill 
makes up the quantity of 7J lakh tons Now J want to .isle (ho Honourable 
Member one oiicslioiT if lu rcle.ases the control over this commodity what mis- 
fortune IS going to behall this country? 

Then let us come to cement The House will perhaps he interested to know 
(hat before the w’nr tho production of cement was 7 lakh and 80 thousand tons; 
and .after the war there has been ,a staggering improvement in productio’’! which 
now stands at 2 million tons. 'And it h.as been incre.ismg even more since. 
"What is the sense in controllmg cement today? Then take the ease of coal. 
How is coal controlled by this Government? At the pithead they fix the 
jiriee and there is an agency which allocates to the different consuming areas. I 
dealt with the qiii.Bticn of coal at considerable length in comieetion w’ith the 
railways. I believe that’ that is the greatest bottleneck that you have to face in 
all your development programmes and schemes; it is going to make yciir 
domestic life impossible because there is such an acute shoitage of coal. I 
can tell you that (oday we are not really short of coal; there is no shortage of 
mining labour. The only difficulty is that of transport, and if that is solved 
it will bo solverl not only for the benefit of consumers but for the benefit of the 
manufaotiirors and industrialists as well. 

Then take ttie case of sugar. Up to the war we used io manufacture about 
one million tons of sugar. The war also led to considerable acceleration of pro- 
duction. Today the pjoduetivo capacity of the industry is something like 1 
million and 84 thousand tons. And I can tell the House that as a member of 
the riiblic Accounts Committee in those days I found that we used to export 
a considerable ouantity b, the countries of the middle east. Today we are in 
such a position that we can easily dispense with the control on sugar and there 
will bo no catastrophe if tbe control is lifted I also want to remind the House 
that the consumption cf guv has risen from 2-6 million tons in 1934 'to nearly 4 
million tons now in this country Our comes in addition to sugar, and besides 
this, there is '•hand’tan suga* '’mh is mainly the product of the U. P., which 
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comes to nearly u lakh of tons. Therefore I am inclined to think that there will 
be no trouble with regard to sugar. 

Then I come to kerosene It passes my understanding that even at this 
stage they should maintain control of kerosene Today in a supplementary 
(luestion I wanted to kno\ from the Honourable Member w hither it wis not a 
fact that there was a regular glut of kerosene in the ports. It is not the Govern- 
ment who want to control it; the people who really want control are the mer- 
chants who say they are short of containers and do not want the control to 
be lifted now as they cannot cope with the supp'y which is ample I want the 
House to eotiaider whether that kind of argmiicnt should prevail with the 
Honourable Member, In a jiress statement issued some time ago the Honour- 
able Member indicated th.at the pre-war offtake of kerosene oil was seven lakh 
tons and bv December 1946 they had lestorod about six-sevenths ot the pre-war 
offtake Even today you go to the villages and small towns and you find that 
people do not get anything like kerosene and wlieii they get it, they have to 
pay fancy prices for it Then I come to paper 

Mr. President: The Honourable Mcndier has taki n about 18 minutes already 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Sir, 1 will finish m two minutes 

In paper, our production beiore the wai used to be 53,000 tons and now we 
piodiice about 90.000 tons In strawdjo.iids and paste-boards wi produced 8 00t> 
tons beiore the war and now' w'e produce 2-4 OOo tons I know the control on 
newsprint has been lifted but there is no necessity for control on white paper 

Sir, hefrre I conclude 1 want the House to consider one thing and I ask the 
ITonourable .Member lOsn to consider this I have considemd the hardships and 
privations which the people have so far put up with Hint tlmre is another 
asiicct to which 1 v/'int to draw attention The Honourable Member must realise 
th.'.t oorne d.iv te has to lift these controls; if so, when^* If he wants to walk 
fo- the day when Ihcie will be adequate supply he will be simply putting (f 
the evil day lie has to face it some day; and now’ is the time to face it Let 
him also emsider the demoralisation that has come over the country I wants 
the normal trade ch.irnds which have been silted up •md ch'scJ to be revived 
Trade should follow the normal course and it should mainly be controlled by the 
normal laws of I'einand and supply. T want to bring that position to the notice 
of the Honourabb" Jfeinbei After all you have taken awiy the occuiiation of 
not a small section of the ]ieople of this country Une.mployiacnt is facing the 
country: vou will be deinohilising lots of people now, and when are you going tO' 
find occupations for them? Today all avenues of trade md commerce are clostif 
to them. If anybodv. wants to do anv trade be can do it only in grocery and' 
that also in spices only yon cannot trade in cloth, sugar, kerosMU', coal, 
paper, cement, iron and steel or anything else Therefore I sav vou hav^ 
taken away the normal avocations of life from thousands and thousands of 
people In India that we V'isiiali,sG today we want trades to grow and thrive, 
we want tlie noimnl trade channels to be resurrected and to function T there- 
fore appeal to tlic Tfcairurahle IMember to b.alance both sides I have tried to 
place dispassioTiatelv before the house both sides of the quest'or the case, for. 
and against control; aoil on striking a balance my view mdinjt-'lv is that the 
time has now l ome when the Honourable Member should take courage in both 
hands and say that these controls must cease. 

Sjt. K. V. OadgU: Sir, I heard yesterday .and today speeches which have 
amused me and some of which have iindoubledlv moved me T have heard 
arguments both for the retention of controls and for their removal, and I am 
trying in 'my mind to define my own attitude towards this ques'-ion. And the 
one principal question that I ask myself is whether I as a citizen of this land 
am not entitled to certain primary necessities at fair prices and in sufficient 
quantities. I do not mind for the time being whether supply of these primary 



LECtlSLATlVB AHSEMBLY 


[13th Mar. 1947 


1874 

[Sjt. N V. Oadgil.] 
necessities is secured to me by followmg a free economy or by following a 
controlled system under which in some cases prices are controlled, in some cases 
production and distribution are controlled. When I look at this question, I 
naturally try to think out what will be the position if the controls are removed, 
as has been urged by some of my friends here and now. If my fnenda agree 
with rue that it is the duty of a modem State to supply primary -necessities of 
every I'llusen then I submit. Sir, that every citizen must be given adequate 
food, sufljcient cloth and sufficient accommodation I do not want 'to extend 
the list of primary necessities to more than three, and I will apply my mind to 
each one of them m the context of piesent circumstances 

As 1 find li'om the actual wording of the cut motion, food is already excluded 
from it On the question of cloth I find my Bengali friends keen on retention 
of control because they know what its removal means As regards accommoda- 
tion, I think the whole House was mianiiuous when the Bill for tlie control of 
rent was under discussion So T think that in the final analysis if every one 
of us 18 prepared to look into this question with reason and without passion or 
emotion, he will have to agree that in the present circumstances it is dangerous 
to lumovo control so far as these throe necessities are concernpd 

Just imagine what will hapnen if rent control is removed? I do not think 
there will be a single member ot bins House who will agree to this proposition 
namely that all controls should be reinovc'd whereby it means that control ovei 
rent should be lemoved But every one of them is looking at this I'l'oblem 
from a partioulu'’ aiicl a specialized point of view In Bombay 60 per cent of 
its population is living in onc-rooni tcnenieiit and the average number ol 
occupants in each one-room tenement is 5 0 If control is removed, rents will 
go high and the snyiog of the Sanski-ib poet will come true Whot will happen 
will be, as has been said by the poet: 

SViaiya bhumitalti Disliopt VdSnnam, Dnyaiiiiiinultim hho/ajuimni 
There will be no house but Bhumilalam, i e , mother earth, will be the bed, 
uiid for clothing Dtuhopi Vasaiiavi, i e , foui quaiters of the world', and us lor 
food Dnijapi bhojanam, t e , knowledge if there be any But that is not the 
state wdiicii a (ioveriiinent responsible to the people cun coiiteniplate to 
happen. 

Now come to tlie second category, namely food Mr President, you 
remember that last year when this House was discussing food situation, the 
Oovernrneiit accepted as its responsibility to see that eveiy citizen in this 
country got food in sufficient quantity and of requisite (yiality — these were the 
words used by the Honourable the food Member. If they have not been success- 
;hil so far, then we must ascribe the failure either to the policy of control which 
tney are following or to the inefficiency of the innchinery Now it is an accepted 
fact that India has not been able to produce enough to meet her normal 
requirements not only of a balanced diet, as laid down by Dr Akroyd, but even 
of austerity diet namely ot 11 oz. per day per capita If you remove control 
so far as food is concerned — although it is not contemplated m this particular 
cut motion — I am suie that there will be sectional famine — I have no doubt 
about that The rich will get, the poor will starve I may here illustrate what 
is happening m the Bombay Presidency A few months ago, the Bombay 
Government imposed control of jaggery — gur There was such a hue and cry 
ihroughout the province and speeches on the lines on which some of the 
speeches have been made today w^ere made from the platform; articles were 
written; and no abuse was considered indecent so far as the ministers were 
concerned Some of us were consulted and particularly some of us were against 
removal of control because we believe that in the post-war world there is no 
place for full play of free economy Queues and quotas have come to stay; let 
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US be certain about it. It is not true of this couMry alone but it has happened 
and 18 happening in every other country and wherever public workers or leaders 
of public have tried to monkey with the bitiiutiou they have to come to grief. 
That has happened in America The removal of control was followed by use 
in prices several hundred times Therefore let us reconcde ourselves to this 
fact that some sort of controlled economy has come to stay When the dis- 
cussion about luttion.ilization was going on licie, — 1 ipiite remember the speeches 
and when 1 compare them with the speeches delivered yesterday and today — I 
find a sort of intellectual inconsistency Most of us were so keen on nationaliza- 
tion of this industry and that industry, but do we realize that nationalization is 
only possible when there is a iilaimevl economy , and no })lanned economy is 
possible unless lliere is a system of control"’ I fail to see how on one hand you 
speak of nationalization under which you are prepared to believe that more 
social justice will be done, and at (he same tune you are asking for the 
removil of controls. Take sugar for the matter ot that liefore ilmv was 
ratnmng of sugar, a few people m villages used to consume sugar. Nw sugar 
is diatnbuted, although not in equal ja-oiiortion but it is distributed in a tairly 
equitable uianuei If you lemove eontiol today, the rich will continue to get it 
and the pooi — some of them ma\ not reepnre it — ,m<l .i large section ot the 
middle' class and a large section of the lower middle class will liuve to go with- 
out il. 01 \.ll n-t bo .ib.c '■) I ill the s.,iue quantity ui whieli they 

inquire Listening to popular fury wb.vt a popular Government does is not 

always offioieiit and not always good The Bombay Lovern- 

ment removed the (ontml on ]oggiv .uid j.aggorv which was 
rationed and was being sold m the ratioivmg depots at the rate 
of seven annas per seer, went up to l-l'i-O ,i seer withm eight days Only 
the other nav tho control on groundnut was icnioved ,ind pnw's h ive gcnc' 30 
pei cent within 24 hours We must, undei-stunij that control hecomes necessary 
when there is short supply T fad to see that lemoval of control will bring forth 
move production T am told that everything is avail. ible in the black market 
but if every one were to purclmse m the black market, there will be shortage 
^ of supply even in the black m.irket Tlicreforo tlie question boils 
** down to this If there is short siipjilv and if yon want fair, ]ust 
and equitable distribution, it is only possible iiivlor a scheme of control When 
I say this I do not want to justify the administration of this policy. In fact 
when the Bill foi the continuation of certain powers given under the Defence 
of India liiiles wa.s under discussion hero, the ITonourahle .\rcmb''r m Ch.'irge 
of the said (Rill frankli admitted that the 'idministration was not satisfactorily 
done and that it would be his business to sec that controls wheiever they were 
retained would bo worked with the utmost cflficnency 

Blit what happens to us the common people’ If vou remove the control w e 
are the victims of the merchants’ avarice if y'ou retain the control wc arc the 
victims of the corruption of the officials and between these two our lot is be- 
coming more and more maserable day by day The feelings with ivhich speeches 
were made today are an indication how the whole countryside is feeling about 
it I nrn sure thr Government will take note of this and when they feel that 
by adopting a free economy the essential necessities of life will not be available 
and if they are convinced that the retention of controls is necessary, they will 
see that the controls are administered -wnth efficiency .and honesty 

As regards cloth F do not agree to the extent to which it has been made out 
by some of the teatile interests that there has been short production. They 
are particularly keen to show to the country (because Government passed a 
Bill prescribing eight hour day) that because of this legisletion there lias been 
shortage of production Mr President, you know Mr Kandubhai Desai, the 
labour leader of Ahmedabad He very recently published n gjarnnhlet ‘md 
the same was republished in an issue of the Harijan He has shown there that 
before the war the number of working looms was two lakhs and today it is three 
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lakhs aud the i^roduetiou has not gone ui> m the proportion m which it ough| 
to have. Why/ What circumstances are likely to explain this gup? Only tlnee 
days ago. iir President, I was m Bombay and 1 bad 
a long talk with Mr. Kandubhai Besai and also with some ot the authorities 
of the Textile Board 1 luanit that the leturns submitted by the mill owners 
are never &crijtjiiibPd and venlied While I was travelling I met a gentleman 
who have boiiiething to do with the textile industry, in tact, he is the manager 
of a well known textile mill iii Central India. He said to mo (of course that was 
in confidence and i make no breach ol confidence, because it is a matter of 
public nriporUnce) that he had actually shown that so many looms were not 
working wheie.cs as v matter of lact these looms weie working and their produc- 
tion was nob shown in the returns. Where does tins pioduction go'' i have it 
on the .iiitlioiily ol a very resiiectful gentleman that a ceitam tevtile merchant 
in Ahmedabad paid one lakh of rupees to the railway authorities lor getting 
’■en waguiii loi itniovnig a quantity ot cotton hales fiom Aliinedabad to I’eshfvwar 
to ho debpalclied beyond tlio iiontier Only last year I hud the honour ta presidi 
over tlu i’raj i I'anshad ot dlianjira Stale I was there for three d.iys ai’d 
the stones ot simigglmg I heard there, apait fiorn their rom mtic aspect did 
go to show that quite a large quantity of textile goods j'ussed through Jhanjira 
poit to foieign lands So wliut 1 want to make out is that the production of 
cloth has not gone down so much as is sought to be made out I do not want 
tc jefer to the prices or the profits made by the iinllowners I I'ope that one 
d V they will liave to amwei both m this world and in the other woild m the 
liC ir future, of course assuming that they believe in the other w'orld What 1 
wiuit to submit is that at the present moment [ am not dogmatic alxnit either 
having a free tconomy or a controlled economy jX-ll I want to submit is that it 
18 th.i dutv of the Government to see that the supply of primary necessities is 
assured The Chinese Kniperor once asked the gieat Philosopher, Confucius 
what were the tests of a good government and the phdosopher replied 
"Sufficiency of food, sufficiency of cloth and faith that jn.stice will he done. 
If you ca.i secure these three your kingdom will last till eternity’’ T have men- 
tioned tins story so that tlie members of the -Interim Government may draw 
the nccpssurv inoial fheiefrom 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari; Sir, I am very greatful for the 
most mformiiig discnssion that wo have had I particularly use the word 
‘informing’, heennse in order to attain or attempt to attain the kind of Con- 
fucion state pist now descrihed hv mv TToiioiiiahle fiiend IMr Gudgil, it is 
necess, ary (that tJie members of (his House should paiticipnte in the respon- 
Bibilitv and inform Government of their view's in (he matter But when a 
responsible and earnest speakei like the last one winds up his spieech with a 
foririula of iion-eommittal on either side, it is diffieiill to heheve iliat one has 
been much informed as to the state of mind of the representatives of the 
people gatheied here .\par( from particular members, lot me attempt to 
share frankly mv impressions with the ITouBe as to the expression of views 
which wc h,i\e heard in the House T thought at one stage that the whole 
House was practicallv unanimous for decontrolling But immediately doubts 
have hc,.,i raised hv other speakers and I also noted the response given to 
those other speakers Perhaps -this is the most informing part of the whole 
nusmess T see that nohodv has made up his mind 

\ few davs aco when T listened to the siinnlenaentarv nuestions on a Bubjeet, 
matter which rel:i(ed to (he Cnmmoditv Prices Board, I thought that I saw 
a conflict of ideas T had imasined neonle were nil against control, but here 
thev were eagerlv I'lirtieipating in the permanent arrangements necessary for 
permanent arttficial eontrol of prices "Rvervone was eager to have a ^-erv good 
Comnroditv Prices (Board to have a verv substantial programme for that Board 
and evervone npiieared to feel that control was necessary for all time and 
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that the best thing to do was to make the best arrangements to suffer it. 

Well, I have listened to many debates here, fiir, I hope tihe House will 
forgive me for talking m this strain- 1 am not complaining but 1 am ex- 
plauung my difficulties and the difficulties ot my colleagues also. We all 
nave been listenmg to mauy Uebaies on many subjecui. J. do not know what 
impression other people have, but i shall frankly explain my impresbion. it 
can be summed up m one sentence. We do not trust anybody m this world. 
We uisorubt tue- pontioians ox uu griiuea lloui ooveiiiuieni itienioeis neie 
doivn to me mauagers ol co-operauve niovemeuts in tue villages, we distrust 
tihe officials, from the becreturiea auu uiieetois-ueueiai uown to Jhe 
okupTassKi. We ao not trust the trade, irom the eapitaiisl down to the retail 
dealer in the village. We do not tiust anybody, bo all round it is on at- 
mosphere of want of tiuht That appeals to be tfie uiiuiimious aud con- 
lirmed state of mind ot most ot us. What we should do uudei these cuoumstau- 
ees IS the problein of all Governments nicludizig those who would wish to leach 
to the Uadgil ideal, it there is a misuust of everybody and eveiy pioiessiou 
mcluduig tfie udmiuistiatois flow ale we to uiiuiige file lu tins eoumiy i- liut 
we must get on now. liiere is the t^uesliou ot supplies of iiie iiceessoi'ies of 
life. That is the mam loimg ihese oau he Supplied tfirougU oue oi other 
of two eeonoraios. As has been explained by most speakers, theie is what 
is called free economy aud theie is the legimeutation economy — iiee eco- 
nomy, meaning thereby, not that it is purtieuIaiJy u mutter of freedom, but 
an arraugemeut lu which the piolit motive ot men and tiie competitive 
economy that has been suited to that pioht motive should pievuil and goveiu 
matters. Everybody should be vigilant. Everybody is mchned to make such 
profit as ho oau. Let us try to make use ot tlie laws of economy that arise 
out of these conditions. Let vigilance on the oue hand, pioht motive on 
the oth« hand and a free competitive economy Jo suit ail this be allowed 
to come into play, full play, and let things be bought and sold and supplied 
as a result ot the play ot these forces. That is one method The other 
method is let us regimens eveiything liet us sec how much we have in the 
country, how much we can procure and distiibute Let us see the growing 
population also and take it into account and let us fix the quotas and make 
the best machinery available for its distiibution ft cannot be anything 
else. It may be a mixture of both these. But basically these are the two 
methods we can adopt But tor both these things we want certain conditions 
of character. We do not trust one another. If we want free economy, that 
is to say, the profit motive, we leave it to the people to manage ns best aa 
they can. In the case of regimentation we have to trust somebody. If the 
regimentation depends partly on the services of the trading community 
and party on the services of the servants of the state, 
then the regimentation has to depend on the character of both these people. 
Nobody has yet evolved and recommended to the (lovernment an airange- 
ment by which we can in this country distribute eveiything entaelv througli 
the officials of Government. That would be complete 19 carat regimentation. 
It would not be possible in this country and m fact we do not trust officials 
to that extent Unless we have an ahsolntelv (rusted body of officials it 
vould not he possible to carry this out. It is evident that nobody thinks that 
we can secure such a condition even in an approximate measure If the 
trading community also has to participate in the system of regimentation 
their defects also come into play Hence coiruption and black marketing 
about which we talk. These can be traced to the two wings that go to make 
this , administration of control. The officials employed are corrupt we sav, 
and the trade that we employ are also currupt we sav, 
and black marketing and misery have resulted according to the opinions of 
those people who spoke for decontrol. Thev sav 'remove control’ I do not 
understand them to say that at once the Ganges will come up and flow with- 
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karoaene and with all that we want. What tlie^ mean is we shall bear with 
the troubles that arise out of the free economy system, it is preferable to what 
ia now going on. That seems to be the opinion of most people here. On the 
other hand it has been very aptly pointed out that there is incoiisisteuoy ui 
our thoughts. It was very prominently brought out by Mr. Gadgil when he 
referred to the numerous occasions when nutionalisution jirojects were offered 
as a remedy for .all evils. Wherever there is any fault found the answer is 
‘why not nationalise?’ But immediately when we turn to the other side of 
the game we see all the trouble in nationalisation We have some instances of 
natiomihsation The railways .ire entirely nationali.sed now But everyday 
we find questions about tickets, .about wagons, about co.il m particular, and 
m fact (he wliole Legislative Assembly concerns itself often in the ndminn 
tr.xtion of the railways and we finally come to i deadlock in the matter. We 
find numerous dilBonlties, and it is not surprising that the Member in charge 
has to say ‘T shall carefiillv examine the, position, T will make eiuiuiries and 
I shall do the best I can’ Well, Sir, if we nationalise, this will have to be 
done in every department of life We will liaie to enquire into .ill of them 
in this House or similar Houses and go into them all in long debates and mter- 
pellations Tiet me tell the House, Sir that nationalisation is not an easy 
way ouf. We all desire i+, because noh''dy ivnnts other people to profito 

We want to share the profits ourselves and wc want it to be distributed 
evenly But the difficulties of nationalisation require examination in intensive 
■searching detail If the talk about offieials day in'. and dav out of the character 
which we have heard in the House so oft,en he taken as iiistified. is it possible 
to bring about nationalisation? Lot Honourable Members remember fihat 
the human mateiial is comtAon We cannot make new human material in 
our country in a dav over-night or even in a vear The same set of traders 
and officials will he there We are all children of one family, the traders and 
the officials, W'lth the same education and the same human inheritance — in- 
tellectual, spiritual and physical Tf we are corrupt in one, branch, and if 
we do not mind attacking the character of our poojilo in ivnv single branch 
freely as W'e have been doing in this House, thou we are attacking all branches 
of our human material because all of them are the same I beg of • Honour- 
able Membeis not to indulge m wrong perspective or in exaggeration We do 
great in fur v to ourselves by indulging in such exaggerated attacks 
T maintain. Sir, that the public service is not so con'ujit ns it has been 
described to he T maintain that the trading community is not so corrupt ns 

it is maintained to be Some Honourabile Members; Question 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: Question hce.nuse \ou are not tradeis 
and because the traders are not here If T had been in a company of traders 
I would have heard shouts of a different character (Interruption) 

Mr. President; Order, order Let the Honourable Member proceed 

The Honourable Sri 0, Rajagopalachari: I^et my friends remember that the 
human material is the same It is not ns if persons become honest or dis- 
honest as soon as they change over from one profession to another Man is 

not so weak. He is strong and raaint.ains his character in whatever walks 
of life he is And here let me put forward another word of caution There 
are instances we see every dav' T admit, of corruption, of error and of all 
kinds of wrong. But we should not generalise from single instances. One 
Honourable Member said that wheat is being given to 

the cattle in a neighbouring village He said that wheat 

is being Given to tlie cattle in .a neiglihniiring village He said 

■"it is being done near Delhi- go and see’ Another set of members' sav 

there is black-marketing in wheat because wheat is scarce What does all 
this mean? It means onlv this that we are generalising from particular in- 
alanoes that we see on particular oecaaions, and we exaggerate our inferences 
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One dajr a man ma^ be trying to feed his oatjblo on wheat, for whatever 
reasons, God knows. It is probable that he might be making a demonstration 
to show that he is not going to sell wheat at the price which has been fixed 
by the Controller and he is rather prepared to give the wheat to the cattle 
rather than to the procuring oflicci But it is worng to imagine that every 
day he will feed his cattle with wheat instead ot selling it at the controlled 
price. It IS also wrong to infer that every official in the world is corrupt. 
We cannot have any Government, .itiy control or any decent life if wo have 
to distrust one another to this extent. Therefore we must proceed on a 
basis of trust, whatever may be the economy that you propose and it is only 
on a balanced consideration of advaiikij^es and disadvantges that we can come 
to some conclusions 

Now, I at once admit that I have been greatly impressed by the arguments. 
The theoretical argument for control is cent per cent correct, as soon as you 
show a shortage of supply as against demand. But 1 am deeply impressed 
by the amount of feeling that has been shown lu the speeches that we have 
heard today and the amount of discontent that has been exhibited with the 
existing system of control J know that many Honouiablo Alembors are 
prepared to put up with the evils that may arise out ot de-control rather than 
hear with the evils that are going on under control. I realise the strong 
feeling in this matter and 1 shall endeavom rnv best to persuade all those 
whom we have to persuade lu order lo leucti a policy in coruiecuon with this 
Honourable Members should remember that i’rovincial (iovernments Imve 
expiesseil then \ieus tlimiigh their lepiesentntives on various ocoasioiis with 
reference tio this question of supply aial distiilmtioii of the necessaries of life 
and on those occasions we have always found that I’roMiioiiil Governments 
strongly support control Whatever the opnnoii of the dealeis and the 
merchants may be, the Provincial Goveriimente on the whole are rather for 
control The States have also to be consulted The Provincial Governments 
have to be consulted and all my colleagues too In considering this question 
we will certainly take into account the feeling that has been exhibited m this 
House 

It has been said tlint ib is probably not sate to remove control altogether 
and that it is the duty of the (iov<rnmeiit to improve the administration of 
control. That was the attitude one Ploiiournble Meiiibei took up as the W'ay 
out of the difficulty. It is true th.it it is our responsibility, but while recog- 
nising the duty, the difficulties of making a revolution of things should also 
be understood and we may have but to choose the lessci of two evils ultimately 
when we take all things into account. 

Speaking for my.self, I hold the view that a regnneiitcd life c.annot bo 
secured by coercion lb can be secured only by getting the law to act from 
within Our country is used to a regimented life \\ hatevei other people 
may think, I hold the view that our people are quite used to .i life of regi- 
mentation But the method our people have been tollewuig in this regard 
through the centuries is different from the coercive proec-sses that are now 
tried. A man cannot eat without a bath. He is horrified to cat without 
going through a bath Kegimentation comes into effect ttr-re A man does 
not want to eat meat He is liomfied at the very sight of meat There is 
no need for any order to prevent Mr Sri Prakasa from eating meat There 
are horrors created. Educative processes have been gone through during a 
long number of years 'in the matter of food, sanitation, sleeping and so on. 
Regimentation was good and useful but today all that has rone, we must 
remember All the horrors have, disappeared in most cases anrl regimentation 
is di/Boult in modern times and therefore it is that we find that these con- 
trols are not easy. Tn fact in an ideal State such as was described bv Mr 
Gadgil, people should be horrified to take 8 oimces, when they were allowed 
only 6 ounces from a shop. But that is not our position todav. Tn this very 
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House, ui order to escape difliculty we are asking oii all occasions tor more 
petrol for Honourable Alembers, more liousiiig space and the like. Are we 
setting an example in this matter i 1 don t tliiiik so. i do not grudge what- 
ever Honourable Mernbeis aie wanting to get. That is our liberty and we 
can ask and we can get but 1 think control is souiething more dilhcult. It is 
something more dilhcult than getting privileges m this House. It we want 
the laws to operate in order to secure an equal and tolerable lite lor our 
people we will have to educate ourselves a great deal more Hence I am 
mclined to think that it is not possible in oui countiy to have a leguueuted 
life by mere imitation of wliat other people have done or by merely con- 
tinuing what we had to do duung the win peiiod We can only, get it by a 
process of veiy slow educ.itioii .lud a mi\ed process of tiying all methods out. 

Tlieiefore we have been leinoviug a iiiiiiibei of contiols and we are 
watching the consequences Iteoeiitly we lemoved the control over oil and oil- 
seeds and we have been watching very earnestly and anxiously the conse- 
quences. In some places prices Ji.ive fallen in some places juices have 
gone up, gone up not Jioni tlie black niaiket [irice 'I’lie.v liave gone up from 
the controlled prii o 'I’lie black market puces no longer exist as black, 
market prices, because the control bus been removed But the unavail- 
ability has disappeared to a l.irge extent and .ivailability has begun to show 
itself although at prices higher than the previous controlled prices. In many 
places they have gone down But this is only a week's cxpeiiciice so far as 
oil and oil seeds ate coiiceined and we should not generalise fiotn a week’s 
e.xperience. By and by, we will have moie d.da on which we can work. 
Similarly after hearing the House, I should be (piitc (tieiiaied to advise my 
Honourable colleague the Food Member who is resiiotisilile foi sugar, among 
other things, to decontrol sugar I’eople will not die if tliere is ii shortage of 
sugar. They will take (fur or cliew then fingers or do something of that kind. 
They will m.uiage some how or other r.et us meet the slioitiige of sugar as 
a result of decontrol and let us w.itch the lesulfs \Vc have to proceed 
cnutiouslv I iiiiist tell Honoiiiable Menibeis that wo cannot piooeed rashly 
Nor IS it good to pioeeed raslilv even if w'c could Lot us trv decontrol on 
various artiicles and let us sec tin- effect W'e will live and leiiin from the 
expciieijce T)ep,aitnieiital officeis who were keen on control .ilways put be- 
fore us the classic exaiiij)le, as they call it. of steel \s soon .is steel wes 
decontrolled some tunc ago, it disappeared iindeigrouiid every when' Wo 
cannot exiieriTnent with essential articles in that miinnei That is .i sound- 
argument blit of eouise (he algiiinent ag.unsl it that vve e.uinot generalise 
from that one instance Ifowever, the matter has to be carefully thought out 
That reminds me of one point winch 1 wish strongly lo urge 

It is not light to irii.iginc, irmch less is it light (o iiige tlia( offiei.ils, be- 
cause thev are emploved m vvoiknig contiols. insist on m.untammg tliij con- 
trols, just because tliov fe.ir tbat hv decontrol thev W'oiild lose their jobs It 
is VI rv lull h.intabic and it is another illustration of what I said at fiist (b.it we 
disliiist evervbodv and wo still hope to live T mamtam tbat it is absurd 
to iinacme tbat offieers wbo .lie not going to be dismissed if tlie control is 
to be removed me mamtamg control because they like to enjov a little jiower 
that we h.ive gnen them (Interniptions) T won’t vield to such interruptions 
I refuse to believe that offieers can behave like that .who are these officers? 
Thev are mv eonsms. rnv nephews or mv sons, Mv .son can be an officer 
and he won’t behave like that I maintain that these officers are not cornipfc 
in, the manner and to the extent that has been believed, unfortunately, by 
our people ' .' 

r^f. W. O. Ranga; Questirm. 

nie Honourabto Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: You may question it to the end 
of (Sme. T maintain that not a single officer wants this control just hecaiise 
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he IS in the service which maintains control. (Interruptions) 1 do not ruind 
the interruptions, but I should be heard. 1 want Honourable Members to 
realise that every officer realises the difficulties. Every officer has a family, 
he has relatives and dependants '^nd friends and assistants and all of them 
have to live m rural ureas and in small towns and they have to go to the 

bazaar and stand in the queues too It is absurd to imagine that officers 

Want control betause it pays them (Intel ruptions ) If only Honourable Mem- 
bers will have patience, they will understand what exactly I am thinking. 
Honourable Members will see that 1 admit officers are certainly timid They 

have carried on the control for a certain length of time and they imagine 

that things will go wrong il theie bo a sudden change. 1 can admit that. 
Everyone of you also, I i 

3 Ijosition I do not think that officeis are a difteient class That is my • 
fundamental proposition and if that is rejected hy any Member hero, then 
I 'say that that Member is thinking wrongly We are all ot one class and 
of one education and we are living under one set of circumstances and we 
should hesitate before making a change which affects a large number of 
people T can assure Honourable Members that many officers, whose opinion 
•counts, would have less work if controls were removed. They would be hap- 
pier if these controls were removed 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Will they undergo loss or gain? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Sa]agopalachari: It is unworthy of Honourable 
Members to insist on saying it. At any rate, even if they hold such an opinion, 
it is no use expressing it What is the use of saying that they are making 
gains. It 18 absurd to say such a thing 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; Then, why did you bring into existence 
an enforcement branch to look into such affairs*’ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: We have got the Indian Penal 
Code, but it does not mean thal all of ns are coinnnttmg murders or thefts. 
We want to control the crime and crime i.s a necessni',v elment of all control 
and of all regulations It is a nece.ssary consequence (Interruptions ) 

Mr. President: If I may intervene I must say that tolerance of other 
people’s views is one of the essentials of democracy And if the Honourable 
Members are so intolerant as not to hear the Honourable Member of Gov- 
ernment, then , . T need not say anything further But how can we 

expect of the democr^^c^ that we are longing for’ (Interruptions.) Whatever it 
may be, he is expressing the views of Government He never interrupted 
Honourable Members when thev vvere expressing their views Whether the 
Honourable Members agree with him or not, ho is entitled to be heard and it 
is the duty of Honourable Members to hear him If we are not willing to heai 
the other side of the picture, then all 1 can say is that it is not-possible for 
us to carry on in a democratic manner. (Interruptions ) Order, Order What- 
ever it may be, the Honourable Member is entitled to bo heard and he should 
be given a patient hearing. He says what he feels 

Sri M. AnaathasayaiiAm Ayyangax: l did not oppose the Honourable 
Member. Possibly, it is a slip of his tongue. I said that some officers may 
gain by these controls or lose by these controls, and the Honourable Member 
said that it is unworthy' of Members to say like that. 

Mr. PreBident: It is quite a different thing to object to the expression 
'unworthy'. If that is a point of objection, then it is a different matter 
altogether. 

The HtmouraWe Sri 0. Bajagopalachari: I thoroughly realise the feelings 
of Honourable Members and I am quite prepared to withdraw any word that 
I have said and which is wrong But I want you to consider this that I am 
entitled to claim that if the officials of my Department’ or of any other De- 
partment are attacked in this way, namely, that they maintain a system ofx 
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oontirol because of the gains that they get by it, I consider it a really uu- 
WOPthy allegation. But whether it is stated' m a speech or in an interruption 
makes httle difference. I consider it wrong to uiaiiituiii a service and at the 
same time to attack it in that manner. 

Pandit Lakshml Kanta Maitra: The expressions wrong’ and ‘unworthy’ 
have different and distmctt connotations. 

Mr, Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division : Non-Muhammadan 
Bural) , Prom the Himalayas to Cape Comorin there is a volume of public 
criticism to the effect that this control has led to dishonesty amongst the 
ofBcinls 

Mr. Presidentr He is not contesting that 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ra]agopalachari: T do not deny that, but what I 
w.as saying was this that if the control is to go, it must go on other grounds. 
I cannot imagine myself agreeing to the proposition that any oflicers of Gov- 
ernment want the control to remain because it pays them to keep it It is 
not such a bad state of affairs as all that. And 1 am entitled to tell Honoura- 
ble Members here that it is not, in my opinion, true and I also hold the view 
that it IS wrong to make such an allegation. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Does the Honourable Member know that 
in respect of a previous Executive Councillor there were difTereiit issues of 
.a particular newspaper in which he, by n.une, and his suhordni.atos were 
attacked and challenged and they were asked to be prosecuted on the ground 
that they were all dishonest? 

Mr. President: I do not think a reply to that is necessary They are all 
irrevalenb remarks 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ratagopalacbirt: it is one thing to examine 
general motives which will affect any particular policy and it is another thing 
to attack individuals If there are monopohe.s created by a, system of 
licences which come to be under control then those who are in the business 
which is already under this system of control, want the control and those 
who are not in the business under the present system of control, do not want the 
control. We will have to take these tendencies into account T warn the Honour- 
able Members, therefore, and I warn myself also in the same manner that we 
shall have to be cautious with reference to the sources of allegations. If I 
hear a small trader who has not got a licence telling me ‘Oh, Sir, control 
must go’, T hear him and take his facts. But T also take into account the 
fact that he is one who does not benefit by the controls and he will benefit if 
the controls were removed. Similarly, if I hear a man who is already licensed 
say “control is very necessary, if controls were removed, prices would soar 
up It has so happened,” I have to take not only his facts but also his 
motives also into account his vested interests, and then come to some con- 
clusions. fn the same manner here, I want Honourable Members to test 
every piece of .evidence that they get, and weigh and consider it After all, 
all of us together are administering this country As was pointed out by my 
Honourable friend Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra, this House has accepted 
that cs.sential articles have to be controlled Even now let us look at the 
cautious manner in which the Cut Motion is moved Nothing prevented the 
Honourable Member from inclndkig food in his cut motion. But why does 
he nht include it^ Because he is rightly and properly cautious about the 
matter Food is an essential article Now according to the view of some 
others, cloth mar also he an essential article to n large extent This was 
pointed out in the very well reasoned argument of my Honourable Weud 
Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra He explained the position with reference to 
supplies quite accurat'elv. T was charmed with the manner in which he 
remembered the figures for which I have every time to look into the papers. 
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According to the calculation given out bj Pandit Maitra, it works out to 15 
yards per man and thereiore he says it is quite enough, and asks why we 
should Ihmk of any control. Now, Sir, 1 want Honourable Members to re- 
member that if we interpret statistics like that, we may have no difficulty. 
We have the quantity of cloth, we have the number of people, the demand 
IS there, the supply is tjhere and we shall get on. Put what we have to deal 
with in the case of difficulties of distribution is a little more comphcated than 
that. All the total yardage is not evenly distributed among the population to 
produce a 15 yards average supply. That is exactly the philosophy of the 
control- walas. It has to be distributed properly. How can it bo douei' Free 
economy will not do, because the demand is always slightly more than the 
supply and some people’s demands are more than some other people s demands 
and the demand is not only for one’s own clothing, but also for raalcing 
money and therefore there will be cornering, there will be liotirduig and there 
will be black markettihg. When a thing is so finely cut, ivheii the suiiply 
is ]U8t enough for the demand, theie is bound to be difficulty in distribution 
and any essential article of the nature of cloth has to be the subject inatlor of 
very anxious consideration before we decontrol it Suppose we decontrol 

cloth hero and now, as one Honourable Member said, by piocluumng here 
and now that cloth has been decontrolled. What will happen is iminedialoly 
the Pombay and Ahmedabad people will take away all the cloth available m 
Bombay and Ahmedabad either for exporting to other countries or for selling 
at higher prices later on Nobody can prevent it What will the deficit 

jirovinces do’/ That is tJio trouble Take the handlooni case The moment 
control IS removed, all the htindloom weavers of my province will lake away 
the yarn that is available in the South and what will the jioor weavers of 
Bengal do for yam/ Thereafter the haiidloom weavers of liengal will have 
to starve These are Ijhe difficulties with regnr'l *-n ecsonfuil com- 
modities Therefore, while 1 would boldly sav that between the tw’o evils, 

T would choose the lesser evil, namely of decontrolling, T would hesitate to 
make the experiment with regard to essential articles straightaw-ay. That is 
the difficulty of the situation Lot me now talk departmentally Whatever 
may bo said about sugar or .about kerosene and things like tliese, I would just 
rerrind TTonoiir.ible Members that those are matters not within the scope of 
ray Department Kerosene is looked after by the Department of Works, 
Mines and Powers, sugar is looked after by the Honourable Member for Food 

Sri Moban Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division • Non-Muhnmrnadan Rural) • 
What about coconut oil? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl: It will take a very long time to 
dilate on the motive, the urge and the forces behind the trade in coconut oil 
Coconut oil is an edible oil, people in Ceylon, people in Travancore and 
Cochin and all other places are concerned with this coconut oil. Tt will take 
some length of time for me to explain nil the complicatSons in regard to 
coconut oil But that is a minor matter. My department deals with the 
very important problem of supply and distribution of coal, the supply and 
dis^ibution of iron and steel, and with cloth Paper is of less importance. 
That is all we have to deal with Practically we have removed every other 
kind of control for which this Department is responsible and for which the 
Cut Motion has been moved Practically everything else has gone and any 
controls that Honourable Members may observe are based on agreement or 
voluntary plans and schemes of distribution. 

Now, regarding steel and coal, T do not think any arguments are neces; 
sary from me for Honourable Members to realise that the position is very 
difficult and will have to be subject to regulation. I do not think even 
"^ole hogger decontrollers would go to the extent of saying that coal should 
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be decontrolled or that iron and steel should be completely free. Paper per- 
haps can be freed. I would make an experiment with regard to paper and 
advise my Honourable colleague to make an experiment with regard to sugar 
also in the first instance i-et us help one another and see how things can 
be managed. 

Now, Sir, I do not think 1 need detain the House any further in regard 
to this matter. I .tin soiry if 1 have offended some people when I have 
tried to defend another set of people I myself felt and 1 still feel it my duty 
to say that 1. ha\o not said anything beyond what 1 should say, that we 
sliould be careful in drawing bad generalisations from single instances. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cam Orissa. Muham- 
uiadanj . I'he Honourable Member did not reply to that pait of what Mr. 
Gadgil said namely that mills were not submitting letiiins properly and they 
were not being scrutinised correctly and so on. W hat has the Honourable 
Member to say to that allegation? He cited a personal instance of a con- 
versation that he had with some responsible people. 1 want to know what 
the Honourable Member has to say about that*’ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ba|agopalacluul: Mills, 400 and odd in number 
Bend their returns. iScrutimsation consists generally of two kinds, soiutinisiug 
the paper and the various data given in the paper and taking the contents 
there That is one kind of scrutinisatioii. The other kind of scrutniisation is 
executively going into it and comparing the mill stocks and checking the 
.recount given upon inspection Hut this is not practicable. We have to 
trust them Now, Sir, in some cases prosecutions can be launched if there 
IS false report given with regard to any matter There is no doubt there is 
wholesome apptehension of this We Inisb people and to some extent keep 
authority going If the particular instance referied to by Mr (radgil is what 
the Honourable Member is refeiring to, some gentleman told him something — 
and the name of the gentleman is not given— he says he iironnsed confidence 
to him, and still in the interest of the public, lie is saying w’hat that gentleman 
said without the name being given Now, Sir, it is possible for interested 
persons io give such infoim.stion for a parhcul.ai purpose Tt is possible also 
to deceive one another in such matters If I w.aiited a particular eltd to be 
atfiaincd, I could carry on a whispering campaign pretending to give informa- 
tion and oonfiiMiig the understanding also Now, iSir, it is not good to focus 
attention on such stories But the question of cheeking reports and state- 
ments given by mills, that is a matter which should be examined There is 
power T think to do it and it is being done to the extent that is possible 

Prof. N. Cl. Banga: Sir, I am not satisfied with the Honourable Member’s 
defence of the services, nor am I satisfied with the general tenor of his replv, but 
at the same time, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my Cut Motion. 

Mr. President ; Is it the pleasure of the House to allow Prof. Ranga to with- 
draw his Motion? 

Some Honourable Members; No, no. He has given reasons showing dissatis- 
faction. 

Mr. President- But whatever be the reasons, he is asking for leave to with- 
draw his motion His reasons lio not matter, his prayer is for permission to 
withdraw his motion. 

mie Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Shan (Finance Member): Reasons are bad, 
but action is good 

Mr. President; Is it the pleasure of the House that Prof. Ranga be given 
leave to withdraw his motion 

Several HonouraUe Members- Yea, yes. 

The out motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 
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Sliri 8x1 Prakaia: 8ir, with regard to my motion which oomee next 1 under- 
etand the Defence MemW would like to be present when it is debated. As be 
is not here now, I request that I may bo allowed to move it t<Mnorrow. 

Mr. Preaideilt: It is expected that the Defence Member will be here but 
there is no cent per cent guarantee that he will be here. 

Shri Satya Narayaa Sinha (Darbhanga cum Saran; Non-Muhanmadan) : 
Sir, I made inquiries and I am told that there is a good chance of bis being 
present tomorrow. 

Mr. Uanu Snbedar (Indmn Merchants’ (Jhambcj and Bureau: Indian Com- 
merce)- Sir, the defence expenditure budget has just been circulated and it 
would be helpful to us if the motion can be moved tomorrow 

Mr. President: I was going to suggest that the motion may be moved now 
and the discussion postponed till tomorrow Then there will be no occasion for 
changing the precedence. 

Manlana Zalar All Khan (East Central Punjab Muhammadan) : Sir, what is 
the use of having these cut motions when their withdrawal is inevitable? 

Mr. President. I cannot answer for the Honourable Members who move 
them The idea is nob necessarily to have any vote for or against the motions 
but to bring the subject matter up for discussion and to know from Government 
wliat they have to eay on certain questions. 

So this motion will stand over till tomorrow 


Demand No. 22 — Finance Dkpabtmbnt. 

Inflation and High Prices 

Mr. Manu Subedar . Sir, I beg to move . 

“That the demand under the head 'Finance Department’ be reduced by Re 100 ’’ 

The House will note that it is a token out. Sir, there' was a very wholesome 
practice in the past when the Finance Member in beginning his budget speech 
gave a review of the economic conditions in the country, a review of the trsde 
and the Seasons, imports and exports balance of trade and the 
balance indebtedness; and be further gave an inkling of his own outlook 
and po.icv with regard to financial matters in the course of the following year. 
The budgec speeches in these times have become a little 'onger, but from the 
budget speech of the Finance Member we miss that portion ; nor has he refer- 
red to the items which I shall refer to. It is for that reason that I am taking 
the opportunity of a cut motion in order to refer to some of these topics and to 
elicit ^m him whatever lines of policy he feels inclined and he feels ready at 
the moment to give to this House. 

Sir, this House will remember that for over three years I have vehemently 
and persistently opposed what has been known as the policy of the printing 
press, vicariously as the policy of created money, as the expansionist policy. 
I call it the policy of the rake and a policy by which money was spent like 
water. It was spent regard'ess of the objective, regardless of the pnonties, 
regardless of the importance of the expenditue to this countiy Why this 
policy was introduced I have explained in the past, and as a non-official I think 
the Honourable Finance Member was inclined now and then to approve of such 
protests that I made. Whv was this policy pureued? Because the allied 
armies were in need of goods from our country and they were entit'ed under 
the Beserve Bank law to present sterling and to receive any amount of rupees 
against it, to buy any amount of goods from this country and to use them tor 
their own purposes. 

[At this stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was then occupied by 
Mr. Deputy President (Khan Mohammad ■5ifamin Khan).1 
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In other words this country was given a very large does of inflation andi extra 
notes. It was given recklessly not in the interest of the country, itself; but in 
the interest of spmebsody else. Now, Sir, it was extraordinary that.ev«? after 
the war stopped the note issue went up and kept on going up; even after the 
war sto|>ped between two and three hundred crores of more notes were issued 
in this country, and the United Kingdom and the allied Governments were 
enabled by' this means to purchase commodities which were very badly needed 
for the population of our own land Sir, w’e have from time to time protested 
against the misuse of tlie constitution of tlie Beserve Bank of India and in parti- 
cular section 41. I was expectmg that during this session the Finance Member 
would bring in a law which would definitely put an end to this section. Th's sec- 
tluon authorises any one presenting sterling (o the Beserve Bank to receive from 
the Beserve Bank rupees which he can cla'in. In other words the Beserve Bank 
has no option. Ail that wo want is that this link should be broken and that 
the Beserve Bank will tlien e.xerei6e the option m the interest of this country 
whether it should give fiiither rupees or not, and if so to whom aud for what 
puipose. 

Now, Sir, what has happened is that there is too much purchasmg power in 
(his country and we have the vicious spiral of wages and prices chasing one an- 
other, w'lth the result that the working classes have been putting up a fight. In 
the course of that fight thcie has been disorganisation of production. The 
fight has boon taken up by State services, by public servants, it has been 
taken up in private industry Theie has been a considerable fight on behalf 
of laboui with which we cannot help svinpathming because the prices have gone 
up Prices have gone up m this counti,> by 300 per cent, individual article-, 
have gone up b> 400 per cent, other ai tides have gone up by 175 per cent The 
woiking men in spite of all their legitnnute effort have been able to secure whul 
hi my opinion is a curreiic) whose puidiasing power is con'^tantly going down 
Eveiy week and every month Honouiab’e Members may read in the papers 
mat the index number has gone up It is true that it is creeping up but it is 
creepiug up I want the House to compare the inflation in our country with 
inflation in otiiei countiies Tn the United Kingdom it has gone up by between 
uO and 70 per cent , m the U R A 1)\ 56 to 60 per cent, in India it has gone 
iiji variously by 180 to 190 per cent over the pre-war average. Now, Sir, this 
country is so highly inflated that we have to keep in mind the fate that ovei- 
took Germany and Bussia after the old war which overtook China m this wai 
In China, as Honourable Members may linve heard, prices went up by 200 pei 
cent in the course of one dav, m other words all prices were trebled. We are 
on a precipice not of a ver\ difieient character, and it is my fear that if some- 
thing is not done propcrlv and m time wo may also reach that condition 
Therefore I want Government to realise that an emergency has arisen and we 
must take strong and bold measuies With legard to this index numbir T 
mav make it e’ear, having hcaid so much of black markets, that it seems to 
me that the total amount of purchases made in the black markets is actull.v 
sizeable; it is not negligible If so, the index prices are all calculated on the 
basis of control prices Have we got n'l the things that we want at control 
prices? How rnanv of us have been obliged owing to emergenov to buy what- 
ever is available and at whatever prices it is available? In other wpr^ the 
index number is an under-statement of the high prices prevailing in thi.s 
country; and it is a warning which I want the people and Govemipeat to 
take. ,It is not a situation to be trifled with Now, Sir, we have an emefgen- 
cy and we want to act boldly What do people do when there is an emergen- 
ov? America had on emergency when the war was declared Within a. matter 
of weeks, in the first week New York was rationed . witbin a matter of wtseks 
production went over from peace tmwar basis; within a matter of weeks two 
million men were out; the production deliveries were coming out on the earner 
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belt, one unit eoming out every minute. I do not sfty that We con emulate 
those highly organized, highly skilled people m the United Stages, but m other 
couhtirieB where there are emergencies, Governments are aol^g hold^, wsely 
and thoughtfully. They are not acting in the fatalistic spirit in Which I find 
sdme of the speeches from the Treasury Benches or in the spirit of neglect in 
which I find some of the answers given to us from the Treasury Benches. 
These ministers in India appear merely waiting for something to occur some- 
where in the world or for somebody to come Irom outside and arrange matters 
. p for them. But Now we are breaking links with other ooimtries out- 

■ side, and we are thrown on our own resources. I do want some seri- 
ous efforts to be made by our Government , Mime bold experiments must be 
made. Let them err on the side of boldness rather than excessive regard for 
caution, excessive regard for what the departmental officials nupply them 
Some of the Honourable Members come and. read here on the floor of the 
House, notes prepared bv their Secretaries Tb.it is not .satisfactory any lon- 
ger. Unfortunately the Government Benches do not seem to recognize that 
there is an economic emergency m this country of a very serious character, and 
what is that emergency'* I cannot go into great details, but I have attempted 
in the very limited opportunity I get in the course of supplementiir'es to elicit 
that production in almost every line m this countiy has fallen It has fallen 
in the current year as compared to the previous yeir which was a ye.ir of greater 
disequilibrium in the world This falling of the production is a very serious 
matter and I have suggested various ways for the consideration of Goveinmeiit. 
T do not want any Honourable Member from the Treasury Benches to get up 
and say that every one of the suggestions I am making will be iinmodiately 
adopted There may be reasons which are not known to me which may prevent 
them from adopting some of the measures immediately, but f would very 
acnoiislv request them to consider whether it is not time to take a bolder line, 
'y What is the bold line** What have other countries done under similar situa- 
tions'? What has our own intelligence — the native Indian genions — done in 
tackling the problem Let us consider some of the points 

Sir, T realize the limitation of timfe with regard to this debate, and 1 do not 
wish to abuse the courtesy of the Chair Therefore I cannot go into the 
detail of eveiy one of these measures, but I would say whether it cannot be 
possible to give in ceitain cases a bonus for increase in production The 
bonus conies out of the people, I agree ; it will increase the price to some extent, 
but it will be a lesser evil When T hoard some of my Honourable friends 
complaining with regard to shortages, and blaokmarket, and corruption, 1 
thought it would be less of an evil than blackmarketing and corruption Sir, 
I want this matter to bo thought out and thought out if necessary in Consult- 
ation with labour lenders as to whether it may not be possible to stimulate pro- 
duction for the time being bv .a certain amount of bonus for extra work 

An ftonouraWe Member- To whom? 

Mr. Menu Subedar Bonus to workmen. But, Sir, even that will not in- 
crease the price be,yond aTen.sonable limit. There is nothing unusual in this. 
Recently in their emergency was it not that every class of Englishman offen-d 
to work on Sundays Has it not oocuired in other countries? In Germany 
the coal-miners actually gave up their limitations of hours of work Do not 
troops work in an emergency at night ? Do we not ourselves for social -oblig- 
ation and other purposes work overtime and work when there is an emergen- 
cy? Sir, that is one of the directions in which I suggest that effort should be 
made to. increase production. 

Then, Sir, this bottleneck about wagons. T have always said that the 
Army which had tlie top priority shou’d now come last, and yet As many as 
20 to 30 special trains must go for the Army. They hold up lots of tvagong- 
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they themselves are hopelessly negligent. Why don’t the Bailway Depart- 
ment put a couple of their top ofhcials and look into the handhug of wagons 
and other things given to the Army, and why don’t they ask them to wait uptil 
the production emergency is overcome? Let the production matter come 
first. Why do you hold up coal which is wanted for cloth-making, which is 
wanted for paper-making, and for so many other things? Merely because there 
are no wagons. We were told by the Honourable the Supply Member that we 
shall have to wait for cloth until the machinery arrives We arc told by other 
people that we must wait until the middle of 1948, or until something else 
happens I say that that it, not the iiroper attitude I am sorry to have to 
say this to our Government, but it is my duty to say that a bolder measure is 
wanted if Government recognizes that there is an economic emergency, there 
is high infiation, there is very high pnees, there is blackmarketing, there Is 
corruption, and the cost of living has gone up, and for all middle-class people 
who have to bring up their sons and daughters it is hell. Recognizing this, t 
am impelled to take my courage in two hands and to say to the Government 
of my country “please recognize that there is an emergency, and please act 
boldly in order to increase production here and now by every possible means. 
Please revise your notions of priorities in transport; priority in every other arti- 
cle. All unproductive things have to stop until the ptoduction machine movet 
on a little and if wo — as my Honourable friend, Mr Maitra very rightly said— 

’f wo really desire to suffer for a little while, let us suffer this way, so that it 
will be a short time suffering ’’ 

With regard to increasing the ininiediato supplies, 1 have thrown out sug- 
gestions with regard to sending out cotton, for example, and getting cloth in 
return lor it. 1 was glad to see in the papers the other day that Government 
nave entered into some kind of barter nirangenient with Japan whereby cotton 
win go out from here and cloth wdl come from there I am happy to see that' 
mat suggestion has been adopted, that will iminediately relieve the cloth situ- 
ation I have also suggested Charter agreements with rontnientnl, 8nuHi 
American and other Governments where by a little effort we may find out what 
we nave got more and what they have got more. Double coincidence may not be 
possible always, hut even a triangular transaction may be possible Wbi can’t 
this be done? Because we have not representatives. And why have we no repre- 
sentatives? Because of neglect of this Government, and I accuse them for 
that. This Government does not recognize a production emergency m this 
country They are not making all the effoits which intelligent men can make 
in order to supplement our slender supplies, and they are not mindful — T am 
sorry to say that — of the public suffering If they were mindful, I do not) 
know why they have not adopted these measures Any way we must send 
some of our best men immediatelv to other countries in search for anv thing 
which we can get in the world which will immediately relieve our supply posi- 
tion 

I have suggested a certain amount of State trading I do not wish to 
dilate on this subject for long. It is true that you must establish trade chan- 
nels and help merchants and so on, Rut as soon ns vou say it is an emergency, 
every merchant must stand aside, and as T nay there is an emergency in our 
country I do not want the import and export trade of this country to be under- 
taken merely in the interest of private merchants. A merchant buys cloth 
at one rupee a yard and sells it elsewhere at Rs. 3/-a yard Why should not 
the State do it? I want such trading to be done on a large scale In the man- 
ner In which Japan was doing it through semi-ofi6cial assooiatiofis. The 
U.K.C.O. did it when they thought that it was an emergency of the state. 
Even now Sir Stafford Cripps buys out the cotton crop of Egypt. Amerioair 
cotton, sugar crop from Cuba. They used to buy tea. The British' Pood 
Member is being reviled because he has bought copra at a high price froi» 
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Ceylon. Even now every government. is doing it but our Government is a 
slow moving imperial elephant! They will not do things which every other 
government in the world is domg. This is an expedient which 1 have been 
constantly urgmg on the Government in supplementaries and it has not been 
heeded to. I want the Government to examine this matter seriously and I 
hope they will look into it. 

Then as regards the issue of housing. The policy of encouraging housing 
was advocated last year. I have said once before that the reputation of this 
Government, which is a popular government composed of all parties, depends 
on the manner in which they handle the issues of food, clothing, housing and 
black marketing. Housing is one of the most important things. The Gov- 
ernment which was the predecessor to the present Government recognising 
that housing would serve a very great purpose. It would serve first of all 
the purpose of solving the problem of a miscellaneous class of unskilled labou- 
rers who are in a very large number. When 1 had a discussion with Sir 
Archibald Howlands 1 pointed out to him that in Bombay city alone as many 
as 76,000 more persons would get immediate employment if housing facilities 
and building materials were given and it u’l arose out of my very strong opposi- 
tion to the grant of eight crores of rupees for resettlement in the Standing- 
Finance Committee. I told him that ho was going to waste all this money, 
that they were going to throw it a wav. 

Mr. Deputy Pieaideiit The Honourable Member has one minute more but 
I would allow him a little more time if necessaty. 

Mr. Manu Subedar : Thank you Sir T shall be very brief. I am sorry to 
say that in the matter of providing facilities for private buildings the Govern- 
ment has entirely failed They profess an interest in the poor but it is the 
poor, whose field of emplojnient is involved in the measures which I am sug- 
gesting, measures for extra production, and for extra housing. 

T want steel to be rolled The big steel companies do not want to do it. just 
as it was pointed out that some mills do not like to produce certain kinds of 
cloth because they have very little margin in them. So also the steel com- 
panies do not like to roll thin sections and bars of steel. I suggested in the- 
Standing Committee that I0(),000 tons of round bars should be rolled imme- 
diately in absolute priority. Take the Government deportment which have a 
programme for building and as much as 8,000 tons of timber was required bv 
the octopus, tn'a., Sindri Factory. I am sure they would not use it for the next 
two or three years. This would help private building. Whereas a big house 
would need 50 tons of timber an ordinary house would require about ten tons 
only The Government departments are following a dog in the manger policy, 
when they talk of a building programme of their own and some of these depart- 
ments are recklessly planning to build and they are reserving steel, timber, 
cement and every thing else for government purposes. If facilities are provi- 
ded for private building that in its turn would create the greatest amount of 
employment. The whole point is have we got a policy. Are we trying to 
stop the high prices? Are we trying to stop them in an intelligent manner or 
are we waiting for an abrupt and catastrophic fall, which I am sure is doubt- 
less coming. Inflate more and more and it is sure to come down abruptly 
spelling ruin to all. I have no doubt that Government are probably giving 
their thought to this subject but unfortunately those thoughts have not reached 
us. I would be very happy if on some of the topics that I have mentioned 
Government are able to make clear their policy. Sir, I move. 

Mr. Deputy Prealdent' Cut motion moved: 

“That the demand under the head ‘Finance Department* he reduced by Be. 100.'* 
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Shit Sri Prakaca: Mr. Deputy President, it is rather difficult for persoua 
like mo to mtcrvoue lu im> deDato, for 1 hud every body here suspects every 
body elsh's motives. If a person says something in fdvour of a propotifidn he ie 
suspected of having some personal interest; and if solnebody else sai'a Some- 
thing against that proposition, he is again suspected of some other motive 

\Iy respected tnend Sir Cowasjee Jehaiigir the other day, while wo weio 
dis(;us.,iug some 1). inking leg slation, said that only those members ot the House 
uoiilil support small banks and sympathise with their difficulties, who were 
tend ol speculating themselves Then, Sir, this afternoon, the Honourable 
I'he Supply Member said that if a smal> trader who has not got a license came 
to him and said that he wanted decontrolling, he would suspect Ins motive, 
. 1 ) 1(1 it a lag tiader who has got a license, e.mie to him and said that < outrol 
should bo eontinued, he would sidl suspect liis motive It was some relief for 
me to lind that the only exeeprmn that he wouW make — and T congratulate 
him tor having made it — was in la\om of his own officials who, Ite said and 
affirmed with a vigour worthv ol a better cause, should never he suspected of 
any evil designs, even if any step on his part would result in their immediate 
dismissal In c.ireiimstances like these it is diffi<mlt for a person like me, who 
tnes to live ,i simple honest lite to s,i\ uivthing without being doliberatelv 
suspended of meaning something wiong ,md wicked 

I have said on a previous oecusioii that I w.us tuyself not .it all tond ot ex- 
perts, and if I approach this pioblein f <-an only approach it as a layman, as 
ail ordinary man m the street 1 do not know economics. I do not uiiderstuud 
finance. But one thing I do understand if the amount of things available 
is limited; and if there is a mass of money at my disposal with which I can 
buv lliose things, and if 1 am m need ot those things, I am gong to pay that 
enormous sum of money m order to get that limited supply of things that I need 
I argue in this way There are certain amounts of goods available in this 
wDild There is an immenhc amount ol money Iving about mt.ficially (I'eaied 

by the llese^rvc Bank with the help of the Nasik Press, to buy these goods, and 

I ,im III need of the goods that are available I he pnee of the gcxx'xls is bound 
to go up, when there is n mass of money available to buy those goods. Prices 
can never go down — they will always soar high — where there are masses of 
money lying about. This simple fact was never put more succinctly and convinc- 
ingly than bjr a simple villager who came to buy a blanket at the Gandhi Ashram 
m Benares The mention of the Gandhi Ashram shop might wake in the heart 
of the Hbnourable the Supply Members some memories and evoke some 83 nn- 
pathy The man asked for a blanket. My friend, the Ashram worker, think- 
ing that he was a poor man and could not afford a blanket worth more than 
Hs 10, biouglit Old ,1 blanket of that value Theieupon the man asked. 

■‘Have von not got anything more expensive than this"’” He had mnnev ami 
he wanted to pav more for a blanket The man brought out a blanket worth 
Hs l.l. another wortli Its *20 and still mother worth lls 2.T The villager 

ultimately purchased the blanket worth Ks 2.5 .md foiinted out the money 
immediatelv on the nail, the monev of course being m paper eiirrencv Ho 
Im'iied loiiiid and said "This Goveinmeut is really a fine Government It 
has given the paper money. If today I had to count twenty five rupees in solid 
silver, I coiild never have done it; but giving away this paper money means 
nothing" This is the situation that has been brought ahnut bv mflatHm, by 
the ereat'on of artificial monev. 

Sir, there has been a great deal said in this House bv the wea'thy .and the 
well-placed, about the poverty of the masses in whose interests they say they are 
working. We were told that all the controls fcr instance ate in the interests 
of the plior who could not get the goods of which they stood in need 7 har# 
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given my own amilysis of the genesis of these opntrols; and 1 have come defi- 
nitely to tlie conclusion, a$ I stated yesterday, that the controls worp nieuui 
so that the wealthy, the well-placed, the influential and the powerful could 
get all the things they wanted at cheap rates : they were never meant to help the 
poor and they do not and cannot do that either. Bo far as the poor are con- 
cerned, they are where they were; and they have to go to other places in order 
to get the goods that they need. They get those things in the black market 
because they have got the paper money that is flowing about the country ni 
great abundance. If the Nasik press under the auspices of the Beserve Bank is 
going to produce 18 eiores of paper rupees every week, well then money be- 
comes very chffap and the goods naturally become very expensive. Therefore 
s^oinething has got to be done m order to stop this scandal. 

Aly honourable fnend Mr. Bubedar is an expert m these matters and he li.is 
put the situation m Ins own inimitable style, no doubt bnngiiig conviction lo 
those who understand these things better than I can do But I have seen the 
scandal of this cheap artificial paper money flowing about the country, at 
woik, and 1 do think that the time has come when it snould stop. If the pooi 
toda,^ were leally better oft than they were before, there could be some conso- 
lation and satisfaction, but their condition remains the same even when the\ 
can pay its. 25 for a blanket as I have described. Here in Delhi we see no end 
of splendour- The laws that restrict parties to 25 persons and dinners of not 
mote tlidii three courses iiiuy be eiilorced elsewheie but not here in Delhi 
Ik'ie people go about liom lunch to tea and then to diiinor and while tlie.N 
--tutt themselves up all the time, their chauffeurs m their motor ears oiitsidi 
are not even given a glass of cold water And they say they are very sympa- 
thetic to the poor. 

I come, Bir, Irom a feudal class 1 am not ashamed to belong to thf 
leialal class Theie \ou would ne\er think of not feeding the servant ol the 
guest who has been united You know that. Sr, because you and I belong 
to the same Province and to tlie same c'ass. We feed the servant before wi 
feed the master. But here I see the chauffeurs cursing their masters outside 
to their heart’s content for gorging themselves and never thinking that the; 
loo need some food The iieopie inside may stay on after a big banquet, for 
a (lance and continue to eniov themselves, but tlie poor servants outside 
must remain where they are starved and uncared for. Such gentlemen come 
and tell us that they are very sympathetic to the^ pcxir It is very difficult to 
understand their attitude or to sympathise with their sentiments. 

Mr. Tamixuddin Khan (Dacca cum Mymensingh: Muhammadan Rural). 
Ls that increasing inflation? 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Yes. All this is the result of inflation and cheap money. 
This is the situation. The rich have really been made richer and the whole 
laoblem has got complicated because of this artiliciai monev. I hope, Sir, 
that Government will now take steps to slop the printing of mere currency 
notes, that it will heed the advice that my Honourable friend Mr Bubedar has 
given. I hope Mr. Bubedar himself will also heed my advice for once and 
withdraw his cut motion in the end. 

Pandit L&kkbmi Eanta Maltra: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, this vice of in- 
flation came to be introduced into this counTry. as an invariable ooncommitanl 
of the war through which we have mst p.assed. The Houcp will reca’l or at 
Ipii'st tho.se Members who were Members of the last Assembly will recall that 
with the entry of Japan into the war a situation was created in this cruntrv 
which left the Government no alternative but to inflate the eurrencv With 
thft incrensino- tempo of the war the Govemment found no w-«v to foat 

the bill ^pr pbfi pnoymous vplqwp of goods, and services that were required in 
thifi cppntpy fpr ppfryiflg the ,war. ,to Buecesfsfpl termination. i therefore nm 
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wclined to think that this inflation which has now become almost a part of 
our economic bfc is not merely an accidental fortuitous circumstance. On the 
other hand 1 am inclined to think that it wa® not only due to economic causes, 
interplay of all manner of economic factors, but it was due to a definite 
di’siirn It was a planned inflation T am sorry to have to say so. J will at 
oiico invite entieism for this view but may I remind the House that the 
^'uiance Member of those days who had the charge of financing the cost of war 
of vihat they said m reply to a heated debate on this point If I remertlber 
nriirht. ilr Demitv President, yon also took part in tliat important debate in 
which we challenged the Government of the day that they bad been pursuing 
a iKilicy which vvonld oventuallv nun the economic structure of the country 
VV'c suggested ways and means We iniploied them to take measures to 
' heck'ng that inflatiouarv process but as T was telling the ffousc in connection 
with .another motion a few minutes ago, lustend of crying a halt, the Govern- 
ment went on mdcfinitelv creating monev bv the mere process of what is 
called in economic parlance, pumping monev indefinitely into circulation with- 
out reference to the metallic cover Today the position is that the sterling 
balances at the credit of India stand at ITfi’l crotes and 1 ask the House to 
remember what it means Inflation is not an easy matter to understand nor 
is it easy to check it It means that the tremendous sufferings and sacrifices 
India had 'indergone were paid for in paper iig.iinst sterling aecumulating m 
Great Brita'n In accordance with tl'c Reserve, Rank of India Act, the Re- 
serve Bank had no other alternative but to print notes indefinitely from th ■ 
different printing Djes.ses ng.ainst the accumulating balances. We were told 
in those days — what else could the Government of India do when the two 
major political parties in this country were not disposed to support the Br tish 
(lovernment in this war There was a limited supply ot goods and there wa-. 
no otlioi course left to the Government of tie d.yy than to capture the good" 
by giving inflated prices and it is onlv bv tins method that they could get 
goods and set vices for the prosecut on of the war Now, the need lor it is 
over Tile war has come to a successful termination Immediately alter the 
cessation of liostdities with Japan 1 hi ought it to the notice of the then 
Finance Member tliat he should forthwith adopt .stt^ngent measures for check- 
ing ii'flcton, winch would otherw’se lead to untold suffering ^’olI will re- 
member that in the House of Lords and House of Commons there was a debate 
on tile Bengal liuniiie and the eminent wonomisls of lireat Bnia n m tne 
House of Coiiirnous he'd the view th.at the deaths of millions oi people in Beii 
g.il could be traced directly to the inflit-'d cniienev of the <oinBv There 
might be an element of exaggeration in it but when all is said and done it was 
iiideel a fact lliat the consumers of this comitiv were p'aced in noss 'ss'on of 
lingo sums of monev against a verv limited supply of poods The piiroh.ssing 
power TiK- verv hi"h and it was not ereatod bv anv natii'-a’ prof-'S'? of econo 
mic evolution but artificially in order that the war machinery might go on. 

We ti I'd to impress on the Gover''niei.t that immo bate step- shou'd be 
taken to check the inflationary tendencies. First of all they issued the Defence 
of India Inins It rb.i not evoke siilb.i-nt response Then tlu'V issued the 
■National Defence Bonds. Now thev are issuing the National Pavings Certifi- 
cates That has come to stav. Then they began the control of capital issues 
That s^r' ■' I the purnosc to a certain evtMot but they could not make ava’lable 
to th" o."OTi)p nt large the increased volume of goods and commodities that are 
required m our normal day to dav existence. The needs of the consumers were 
left in cold storage, 

Now the situation is eompletelv transformed. I know the diflfi."u1t»es ot 
switching over from war time to peace time economy. Unless von can stop 
th s vicious circle, you will go on having increased prices, demand for greater 
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uud lurttiur iiicreused imces und so on. iou huve got to break that 
viciuub uncle ioii liuvo done nothing so tui except tollow a policy oi innsteriy 
inacLivity iiiul drill. I uin not accusing my friends over there who took charge 
only four months ago. This inflation is a matter which has been going on for 
.1 long time i am quite sensible of that. As a result of the poiicy we have 
been pursuiug, wo have lieen rnosing round and round that miserable vicious 
(-iiv.ie lijo time ims now deliniiely come to cry a halt to this process. 

The main thing we recommend is that (Joverument should atonce strive to 
place at the disposal of the immunity a much larger volume of commodities 
111 other words as my fiiend Mi Siibedai was suggesting, we want production 
and more production 

J was I'eleiring 1o the situation m .ViiierKii 'I’lieio Ihe situnliun lias been 
dchiiLU.is (oiiiiolled hocaiiso ol giouter production In this eomiliy, unless 
you van give a 1 1 enieiidoiis diive towards pioduction and evpaiision i>f activi- 
ties wliieli would .ibsorb the ledimdant curiency m the land, the poor Kmaiici 
Member will not lie able to go very fur There was a pioposed building pro- 
gramme. Purely viewing it as a humble student of economics, I feel that that 
was a \er\ piojiet irioie, a move which was cah-ulntcd to rnop up the extra 
piirciuisiiig |K>wer m the hands of some people and especially industrialists and 
indirectly benefiting the community by the provision of good housing accom- 
modation lint theie was the bottleneck of short age of building inaterials and 

.Now, III the Hudgel speeeli of the Tloiumrahl.' the I'’in,iiice .Membei, ho has 
made leiiaii provisions lor the liuildiiig programme but that does not touch 
oven the fringe of the whole problem. For the purpose of increased produc- 
tion, 1 think all the efforts of the different departments of the Government 
snould he directed in such a wav that they are capable of a tremendous drivi' 
toi the pioduetioii of building inatoi.als, lement. jnoduetioii and transport of 
I oal, production of cdoth, mcieused circulation ol kerosene, petrol and all 
kinds of consumer goods which would help to absorb the currency lying idle 
with the people I qirte see that in a few months suoh a poliev cannot ly 
adopted by the finvcinment bc'caiise of the inherent dillieiiities and bi'causi 
of the numerous obstacles that stand m the w».y I have had to depend for 
mv information on "ome of the dep.irtrnental rcpoits of the Gov eminent iis ! 
was away from the Assembly for neaily a year and u half and T lost touch 
with it f now find that the Governnieiit of fodav is in no better posit on; 
hut it must bear in miiirl that if thev now pursue a policy of lamsex jaire and 
a pol'oy of iiiditfereiiee .ind u)).itli\ with legaid to this matter and t'nuk th.il 
the prices would find their own level, thev would be living in a paradise ot 
illusions You ,tie all .iwaie ot tlie tremendous t>conottiic collapse tliat 
•iffected the whole world in 1929-30. The position then was that there was a 
glut of goods III the inteiiiational niniket and there were no consumers and 
jirices went down .\nd it took a nuiubei of yeais of patient constructive work 
by all the differeid nations of the vvoild to bring about the economic rehabili 
tation of the ivorld. In this country, we nil know , w'e were left to depend on 
India’s inherent power of recuperation, but today that will not do T^ay vve 
mu.st realise that if vve have to wait for four or five vears when our goods will 
be ui toll siinplv, then those w'ho aixi in iiuthoritv ought to realise that by that 
tune all other competing countries in the world would he producing ernods oi 
enormous quantities, and then will start a period of deflntion the insult of 
which I shudder to think. Sir. I support this motion. 

Honourable Hr. Llaquat All Shan (Finance jMember). Mr. Deputy 
President, I have listened to the debate with very great care and very great 
dtention and T am entirely at one with mv TTonourable friends who liave 
expressed their great concern over the 'nflation that has been going on m this 
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[Mr. Liaquut AJj liliaiTj 
i-uuuirj- iNon, 8ii, Mr. Maura ha', rj"iiil.y pointed out that this is not a 
matter uhioh any tioveinweiit eouid jiut in n tew dajs or tew months 

It IS not that il the Government took some deeision and passed orders, inflation- 
would slop aiitomaticalli 1 hslened to file siieches oi iiiy lloiiouinble ineiids 
Ml Maim Siibedar and Mr Miiitr.i very atteiitnely and was lixiknig nut loi 
siaiie ( oncrete suggestioiih winch would he helplul in tigliting iiHation Hai- 
ring one or tw'i suggestions which were gneii by Mr Manu tiubedar, I did not 
tiiid anything m the speeches ol the Honourable Mt'inhcrs cM'cpt generali.sa- 
t oils W'e all know that to liglit inflation one of tlie methods is gieatei pio- 
ductioii Hilt son e.ninot laodnco more without hating the imiiicnients to 
do so M\ llononr.ihle Iriend .Mi M.iim Suhedar was latlicr annoyed .a the 
leply 111 in\ (Silleagne, the Meinhei foi Indiistiies .iml Supplies, that lie i ould 
not get m.ithmeiv and theii'loie thi' piodudion lould not he iiu leased Now, 

I do not know what method mv friend would suggest loi us to get maelmiery 
epneker tlum what we liave lieen trying 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I sliall guc my IJonourahle friend .t copy of the'lhnii- 
li.iy lepoit wiiieli shows how (o luodote m we el.ith m tin-, (uuiitn long licfoo’ 
(he new muchmeiy .triives 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: 1 tlimk probably my llonomabJo 
friend is perhaps thinking ol having .mofhei slult m tlie I, u tones 

Mr. Manu Suhedar: 1 will give you' a copy of the report whicli will give 
yon all the information 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: 1 shall greatly welcome it lict, 
me tell my Honourable friends that the Government are most anxious to tight 
this evil ot mftutum Honom.tble Memhcis are fully aw.iie th.it it w.is mi 
.lecount of the etneigeney of w.ii th.it there It, id to he .m issue ol luneney m 
M'ly urge amount The Goveniment of the dii\ had to meet the reipiiie- 
meiits ot tlie win Whether it w.is luilta’s win or not is <iul\ an .le.i h m i 
(jiiL'stimi IikIm’s usomees weie used to light th.il wai .md the ( io\ ei imieiif 
of the d,i\ did eveivthmg th.it thev could to got thosi. lesouues ot Indi.i molii- 
hsed 111 favour of the Allies .iiid their war effort It is tuie that the .icou- 
mul.itioii Ilf the steilmg li.ilaiues is ,i dire* 1, lesult ol it 1 am not heii ti- 
ileleiid the aelioiis ol the p.ist ( lovei nmeiit 1 .tin te.lllv ( on, oined witli the 
.U'tions of the pu-sent Goiermuent siiue t has .issumed ofliee I mmiiot he 
held lesponsihle and none of mv eolleagnes can lie held lesjionsilili- loi the 
.lets of commission or omission of onr piodccessois Therefore, what I really 
w.mt the Hononr.ihle Memheis to do is to m.ike lonciete suggestions ,md we 
would weleome them T would .ilso welcome geiieial eondemn.itlon I li\ means 
of that we (oiild tight inflation. 

Mr. .\rami Snhed.ir has made one or two serv iiselni suggestions One 
suggestion tliat he h.is made is ol giving lioniis to producers lor mcie.ise.l pro- 
duction I think that is a suggestion which should bo considered in all its 
.i.spects and should be considered verv earefullv Then, my Honourable friend 
has made another suggestion about State trading Now, that is j'.ither a com- 
plicated question. I think it may be possible for the State io trade in certain 
.irtieles so far as export trade was concerned but T do not know whether State 
tr.ulmg should take the place of private entevpiise altogether 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I did not' suggest State trading for internal purposes; 

I suggested it for external purposes- 

The Honourable Mr, Liaquat All Khan: Surely, my Honourable friend 
does not expect me to say anything definite on this occasion with reg.ird to 
such an important matter The third point that he has raised is with regard 
to housing and building programmes Now, Sir, as far as that goes, Honourable 
•tlember'-, are .aw’are that Govemment themselves have been carrying out a 
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very huge building programme. We have m front of us a very large 
gramme of work. But the difficulty is shortage of buildmg maierials Now, 
Sir, here my Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedar suggested that Govern- 
ment should piovide fauilities to private persons to secure building materials 
because the Government themselves were not in a positon to utilise all the 
materials that were available themselves. In this connection apart from 
this luot w bethel (kneinnieiit is m .i positiun oi is not m a position personally 
1 think' that Goveinment's piogi.iminc ol building is so large that whatever 
material is avuilablc e.iii he used and will not he suflieieiit e\en for goveiii- 
meiit.il luiiposes But keeiung ii view this f.ut tli.it some hiiildmg inntennl- 
should lie ni.ide .i\ .nl.ihl,. hir piu.iie iiidu uIumIs, I li.ive iiivs.df m one or two 
eases when demands eunie Irom ]iro\iiiei.il governments toi putting up new 
buildings and wanting iiimiey from the Central Govenimeiit, pressed upon 
them not to carry out the progr.immo which was not uiiiiiediateK nei'essarv 
because of the shoitage of niatevi.il and if all the av.nl.ihle iii.deij.il was to bt 
Used up hv noienmieiil , IIumi piiiate ueisons will not lie .ihle to huii 1 .my- 
th I have lUNsell .l|s, oiu .iged it .u'ld ni one case so l.ir I li.ive resisted 

the gr.ant of luoiiov for .i veiv large scheme of luiilding in .i paitieiilar pioviiK'C 
Sir, I have said it befoie .iiid T say it again that one of the jimpos.ilh for 
fighting inflation to a certain extent is niy taxation proposals Those, I believe 
will to a certain extent help to cut down inflation 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitra; 'Diat is a double edged weapon It will cut 
both ways 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan; Anyhow I do not wanti to dilate upon 
taxation proposals in this debate We will come to them Inter on when we 
discuss tliosi' piuticul.'ir iiieasiires 

Sir, there i.s one point that h.is been i.u.sed tiv Mi Mann Subedar and by Sbri 
Sii Prakasa more foieefnlly and it was tlie (jiiestion of issue of cuircney notes. T 
have s.iid 111 K'piv to eeil.iiu questions that were put to me hy some of the 
H’o'ioiir'ihle iltinbeis that. ))i.iclie.illv since this (tovei miieiit has taken over 
ih.'ie li.is Iweii iio UK re. ISC of ,iny eoiiseiiuencc m the eireul.itioii of notes*' 

Shri Sri Frakasa; Whni is the nnount of new notes printed everv wi'ek ’ 

The Honourable Mr, Liaquat Ah Khan: Thn/will not help you because new 
notes are punted to repl.ue tlie old ones which have come back fioni circulation. 
Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: Is it not a fact that vou li.ive ^united notes, for 
100 crore.s since you came into office'^ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: T do not think it is so much as that 
Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra; Of course replacement question is there, -1 
.igree 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat AU Khan: Of couise 1 c.mnot claim that, we- 
have succeeded as soon ns we came to offici' in fighting inflation What I do 
claim is that we have succeeded to some extent, of course not to our satisfaction, 
and I do not want) Honour.ible Members to go away with this idea, that we ure 
satisfied that we have succeeded to uiiy considerable extent, but at least w'e have 
succeeded in not lotting it increase very much 

A lot lies been said about controls My Ilonourablo colleague the Member 
for Industries and Civil Supplies h.ad dealt with that question very ably, and if 
r may say so, very firmly, I do not think that you would really stop inflation by 
removing controls That I think is not a coriect pioposition As a matter of 
fact control is one of the methods of checking inflation 
Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: It w.as originally .so. 

Too Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: It is still necessary till you have 
sufficient amount of goods. I may tell my Honourable friend that if you remove 
controls altogether, vou will have greater trouble than what you have today. 
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Paadit Lakahmi Kanta Maitra: Only for a short period 
.Tha Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: That of course is a mutter ot opmion 
Th6re may be some Honourable Members who may leel othenvise, but all the 
eoouomie ’uctoi'^ go to support the contention that 1 have put forward. It is 
ludjcd a matter of very gieat importance to everybody ui the country and espe- 
('tally to the poorer cla'.se', T can assiiic TTonoui.iiile ilenihei', th.it Meinhii'’ 
of (iovernmeiit arc not unnundful of this partimlar Mtuation 

.^^ow, I may point out that' the policy we .no following ol bortowing k also 
one of the measures to light inflation. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: At a highei mte ot mleiest m tumse 
The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: The policy of going on with out sni.ill 
■..ivings scheme is also another ineusure to fight inflation In this connection, 1 
may inform Ilouour.iblc Membi-is that wi- are putting tins stheine on .i mote 
permanent basis and on a bettci footing I mean the sin. ill savings scheme. 

Tho idea is, and 1 hope 1 slinll be able as soon as the whole si heme is ready, 
to circulate a note to Honourable Membeis for then iiifoniiation, but the trouble 
to far has been that our small savings seheiiie h.is not leally reaolipil the small 
man in tho ruial areas The methods that we li.ive adopted so iar have not 
boon of the type which would helj) in getting the inavmium beiieril out ol this 
scheme. Tho i(ic.a nt ineseiit is, and the new seheme is lieing Jraniod on these 
lines, to encour.tge this habit of saving in the remotest vili.sge of the eountry 
1 hope that with drue and initiative and public support tins selieine would he 
successful That would be another method of fighting this (lemon ol nifliition 

Sir, my Honourable friend Tandit Lakshnn Kanta Maiir.i lias suggested tli.i'. 
tho Government should place a largo volume ot goods in the inarlict We have 
been trying to import goods from outside us mueh .is jiossihle In this tonneutioii, 
1 would not say that all the imporis have been of the best kind ol goods that 
were needed m the countey 'lliis in.dtei 1 reterred to m my budget speech 
Wo do want tliut theie should be less iinpoit ol Invniy gooods mid more imiioii 
of necessary goods Sir, all tliese actions .ne bi mg taken by (iovermnenr 
Govexument .'ire not satisfied with flu jioMtion, .mil .ill tli.it I need s.iy and c.m 
say is that wo will ilo ovcrytliiiig th.it is jio'sible Instead ol tins genciul dis- 
cussion— winch IS also iiselnl — -I would welcome .in\ lonciete sug- 
gestion fiom any ^junrtcr, a suggestion wliicli is tensiblc and possible, 
.luy proposal which it is possible to carry out lot tho purpose of fighting inflation , 
and we as Government are entirely at one with the Honourable Members ot tins 
House at fighting this demon of inflation with al! the power tliat we can 
command. 

Mf. M^nu Subedar: Sir, as the objective of Government and this side of the 
House is the same, in spite of the fact that neither tho Finance Member noi 
myself feel that we have covered llie whole ground I beg leave ot the House to 
withdraw the motion. 

The cut motion was by leave of the Assembly willidrawn 


FiXTJiNSTON OF TIME FOB THE PBESENTATION OF REPOBTS OF 
SELECT COMMITTEES ON CEBTAINi BILLS 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan (Finance Member). Sir, I move 

“Vtalt the time appointed for tho presentation of tho reports of the Select Committees on 
oa the following Bills, namely : 

(1) the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-Tas Act, 1922, and the Excess 

Profits Tax Act, 1940; 

(2) the Bill to impose a special tax on a certain clasa of income; and 

(5) the Bill to provide for an investigation into matters relating to taxation on 
income, 

be exteaded up to tho 19th March, 1947." 
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Monouuililj Men '-era will remember that these Bills wete referred to Seleut 
Uouuiiifctees uu 5th March. Alter that we had holidays for foot days and since 
then the House has been sitliny every day and it has not been pohsible for the 
Saleot Committee to meet till after the meetmg of the Assembly. The time has 
been very short and naturally our progress could not be as we expected T 
therefore move that the time may be extended to the IQth March 
Mr. Deputy President: Motion moved: 

“'I'liat the tune appointed for the presentation of the reports of the Select CcmmitteeA 
i.ii the following Bills, namely : 

fl) (he Bill further to amend the Indian Income Tax A.ct, 1922, and the Excess 

Profits Tax Act, 1940; 

(2) the Bm to impose a special tax on a ceitain class of income, and 

(3) the Bill to provide for on investigation into matters relating to taxation on 

income, 

he extended up to the 19th March, 1947.” 

Sir Ccwasjec Jehaugir (Nominated Non-Official) Sir, siiict' this motion hu^ 
become necessary I should like to know how it will lit in with the orgmal prog- 
ranune of this House. I presume that the discussion on the Finance Bill will 
start on the 19th If so, it means that the reports of the Select Committee will 
not bo in our hands when we start discussion; and it will also mean that the 
general discussion on the Finance Bill will havt to be finished before we take 
up the Select Committee’s rcjiorts So the programme will be altered to a gre.i' 
extent I si ^.uld like to know from the Finance Member how he proposes 'ei 
settle the pngramme and how it will fit in with the original piogramme 

The Honourable MS. Llaquat Ali Kha.’: Sn it was intended that the dl^- 
cusaion on the Finance Bill should start on the 19th, and niy Honourable friend 
is perfectly right in saying that these Bills will not be taken mto cons deration 
until after we have dis[)osed of the Finance Bill By this motion that I havt 
made I do not think our programme will be very much upset I cannot sa;i 
definitely but it may be necessary to start discussion on the Fiiumce B.ll on th( 
20th instead of the 19th, and I do n'ot think it will be necessary to make any 
very serious changes in the programme that was fiKed ft is our intention that 
the reports of the Select Committees should 1 e in the haiub of Honourabk 
Members before the discussion on the Finance Bill starts 

Sbll Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Bural)" Sir, I oppose this inolion The holidays were not suddenly sprung upon 
us nor was the programme of the Assembly suddenly drawn up The Honour i 
bla Finance Member knew very well that these ho’idays would intervene and 
also that this Assembly would sit from day to day It was oiigmally proposevl 
that the Se'cci Committee should report by the 141h March, and in view <<! 
the fact that thev are not able to report in time T propose that the Bills may ' 
regarded as having lapsed 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

"That the time appointed for the presentation of the report* of the Select (’ommiUee'! 
•m the followin'! Bills, namely 

(1) the Bill furlher to amend the Indian Income Tax Act, 1922, ,icfl the Exumb 

Profits Tax Act, 1940; 

(2) the Bill to impose a special tax on a certain class of income , and 

(3) the Bill to provide for an investigation into matters relating to taxation on 

income, 

be extended np to the 19th March, 1947.” 

’fh'e motion was adopted. 

Wie Assembly then adiourned till Eleven of the Clock on Friday, the 14tli 

Marah, 1947. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Friday, Uth March, 1947 




The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
of the Clock, Mr. Resident (The Honourable Mr. G V. Mavalankar) in- the Chair, 

STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers . . 

Trade Delegation to Middle East. 

936. *Seth Oorind Das: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member please 
state; 

(a) whether Government intend to send a trade delegation to the Middle East 
for exploring the possibilities of India’s export trade; and 

(b) if so, when this delegation would leave India? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghnndrlgar: (a) and (b) The Trade Delegation left 
Karachi for the Middle East on the 9th March 

High Commissioner for India. 

987. '^Kr. Ahmed E. H. Jalter: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member please state the term of service of the High Commissioner for India in 
London, his salary and allowances? 

(b) What is the date of appointment of the present incumbent and the 
approximate date when bis successor will be appointed? 

(c) What is the yearly expenditure of the High Commissioner’s office in 
London ? 

(d) Is any part of the expenditure met by His Majesty’s Government? I# 
so, how much? 

(e) What is the total number of officers and clerks employed in the office 
and what are their positions? 

(f) How many of them are Indians, and how many are Muslims? 

(g) What is the number of non-Indians? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: (a) The High Commissioner for India 
London, is appointed for a penod not exceeding five years but is eligible for re- 
appointment He receives a pay of £3.000 per annum, an entertainment allow- 
ance of £1.000 per annum and an equipment allowance of £250 at the time of 
his joining the appointment if at the date of his appointment he is habituallv 
resident in India He is also a’lowed a car at Government expense and a free 
furnished house but the maintenance charges of the house are paid by him upto 
a limit of £250 per annum. 

(b) 10th June, 1943. His present term expires in June, 1948. 

(c) A statement furnishing the revised estimate of expenditure for the current 
year and the budget estimates for the next ear is laid on the table. 
(Statement I.) 

(d) -No, Sir. 

(e) , (f) and (g). A statement is laid on the table. (Statement II). 
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Statement I 

Details of the High Commissioner’a Establishment Charges. 


Sub-he'd 

Betised 
Estim ites 
1948-47 

Budget 

Estimates 

1947-48 



Rs. 

Rs. 

B. 1. General Public Accounts and Education 
ments. 

Depart- 

22,60,000 

22,76,000 

B. 2. Colonial Depirtraental cliarges for issue 
pay etc. 

of le’vo 

8,000 

8,000 

B. 3. Stores Department . 


29,15,000 

26,00,000 

B. 4. Trade Dep irtinent 


' 2,00,000 

2,37,000 

B. 5. Indi V Supply Commission 


4,81,000 

4,92,000 

B. fi. Publicity Organisation in London 



02,000 



68,64,000 

68,03,000 

B._7. Deduct Recoveries — 




(1) Surch. rges on Stores 


—26,43,000 

-60,36,000 

(2) Provmclvl aovernniont shart 
coat of Higli Commissioner’s 
shmont. 

> of the 
Establi- 

-6,62,000 

—6,62,000 

(3) Inspeition Charges on Stores, 
on contracts pi ced in Indi i. 

supplied 

- 6,000 

—20,000 

Net amount chrrgoiblo to Central Re- 

26,63,000 

96,000 


Statement 11 


Higl> Comraismonor . . 1 

Dj High Cominisnoner 1 

Indi. n Tr ide — 

Commissioner, London 1 

Ho ds of Dep rtment Deputy .ind C 
Assist .nt. 

He< ds of Dep. rtmonts Controlling S 

Superintending & Principal Executive 20 
Officers 

Higlier Executive Officers • • 62 

Executive Officers .... 88 

Higher Clerical Officers . . 29 

Seamen's Wolf -re Officers and Assisti nts 6 

Ted meal Officers and Inspectors of Stores 41 
Director, India Supply Commission . 1 

Deputy Director, India Supply Commission 1 

Assistant Director, Indi.i Supply Commission 3 
SniiiaT Staff Officers ... 3 
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Txoi, W. O. Banga; What proportion of the officers and clerks employed there 
ore Indians? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Qhundrigar: The number of Indian clerks employed 
there is very small — only about 44 out of 351 — because the old establishment was 
being continued and iion-Indians were already in service. It is difficult to send 
Indians from hero at this time. 

Prof. N. O. Banga; What about the officers? Your answer covers only one 
portion of my question. 

The Honourable Mr, I. I. Ohundrigar: I have mentioned about the officers 
also in the statement. There are 88 Indian officers as against 188 non-Indian 
officers. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer; May I ask what is the difficulty of sending Indians 
from here to that office particularly in view of the fact that there is great un- 
employment m India since the war is over ? Will the Honourable Member cou- 
sider the desirability of sending Indians from here because after all that office is 
a permanent office ? 

The Honourable Mr, I. 1, Ohundrigar; People who are on the pennai.ciit 
establishment of that office will have to bo given a certain notice ami the 
question of payment of compensation may have to be considered 'J'here are 
various other difficulties, but the question will be considered. 

Frol. N. O. Banga; Is it not a fact that most of the Indian Clerks happen to 
be very highly qualified — ]3arristers-at-Law — whereas the Ktiglish clerks 
generally have only London Matriculation qualification? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: The qualifications are taken into consi- 
deration only at the time of appointment, but those people who are alremlv m 
service cannot be dismissed unless we lay down new standards. I may inform 
the Honourable Member that the question of reorganisation of this office is 
under consideration. 

Mr. YuSUl Abdoola Haroon: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether it is a fact that other foreign offices in London have 90 per cent of 
their staff recruited from their own countries? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar; I cannot answer the question off hand 
because I shall have to make enquiries 

Mr, E. 0. Heogy: Is it not a fact that the high proportion of the non-Indian 
element in the staff there is due to the fact that we had to take over quite a 
large number of Britishers from the India Office as a kind of a legacy when the 
India House was organized? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar; That is true about the initial stage 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Will the nonourable Member examine the legal and 
constitutional position in regard to dispensing with the services of many of these 
officers and clerks and whether we have to pay any compensation at all, and if 
so how much, and also how much notice will be necessary 

TBie Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrigar: That question will be examined 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: May I ask from the Honourable Member 
if the staff consists of only Covenanted Civil Servants in which case only com- 
pensation will have to be paid? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: I believe, subject to a few exceptions, 
they arQ not Covenanted Civil Servants 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam A^angar: Then their services can be terminated 
by giving them six months notice. 

The Honourable Mr. 1. 1. Ohnndrigu: That question will be examined along 
with other questions. 
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Shrl Sri Frakasa: Would the Honourable Member immediately withdraw all 
tihe Indian clerks so that foreign peoples may not know that we are only a nation 
of clerks and we should know that Europeans also can be clerks. 

The Honourable Hr. 1. I. Qhundrigar: The Honourable Member seems to 
overlook the fact that we have 88 Indian oflBcers as against 44 clerks there. 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: I want all the 44 clerks to be withdrawn. 

Mr. Ahmed £. H. Jailer: May I ask the Honourable Member whether he 
would consider the urgency and importance of instituting a service on similar 
lines as the India Foreign Service so that Indians may not be sent only tO’ 
London, but may also be employed m all other trade offices in other countries ',’ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundxigar: Naturally with the constitution of the 
Indian Foreign Service, the two will have to go together. 

Resumption op Steamer Communication between East.anu West Coast op 
India. 

938. •Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member please state whether steamer communication between the east and 
west coasts of India has been resumed, and if so, whether it haa come up to the 
pre-war level? 

(b) What steps do Government propose to take to have regular steamer 
communication resumed on the west coast between Bombay and North and 
South Kanara? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ghundiigar: (a) Steamer communication between 
the East and West Coasts of India was never interrupted. The question of its 
resumption, therefore, does not aiise. Under the control system adequate 
tonnage is now available for lifting all cargoes offering though it cannot be said 
that the pre-war level has been attainfd. 

(b) From September 1946, regular passenger and cargo sailings have been re- 
established between Bombay and the ports in North and South Kanara. This 
service cannot be brought up to the pre-war level except after the release of 
three steamers of the Bombay Steam Navisation Company, which are still under 
requisition and undergoing extensive repairs prior to their return to owners 

Indian Pidobihs to Hbjaz. 

939. •Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Commonwealth Relations be pleased to state the total number of deaths among 
the Indian pilgrims to Hejaz in 1946? 

(b) Have any representations been received by Government from the 
pilgrims in regard to shipping facilities, accommodation on board the ship, food 
arrangements, etc. and if so, do Government propose to take steps to improve 
the conditions of travel? 

(c) What was the cost of first class fare for each pilgrim by air? 

(d) What was the rate of exchange at which the Saudi dues were collected? 

fe) What was the current rate of exchange between the Rupee and the Riyal 

in the Hejaz, and what was the official rate of exchange fixed for the payment 
of the Saudi Arabian dues? 

(f) What is the amount of estimated loss incurred by the pilgrims as a result 
of this fixation of higher rate of exchange? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawahartal Eebru: (a) 501. 

(b) Some representations of this nature have been received. Provision of 
greater shipping facilities will take time; but Government did provide an extra 
ship this year. Berthed accommodation is going to be introduced in the ships. 
Complamta about food have arisen maiifiy fnm the enforcemwit of rationing and 
from the acute food shortage in this country. Nq permanmit ^lief ndtt be 
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possible until the food situation improves; in the meanwhile Government will 
do their best to improve the position. 

(c) Rs, 4,000 was realised by Government from each pilgrim, i.e., by Air 
There were no classes. The net fore, however, comes to Es. S, 47214/-. After 
deducting Saudi Quarantine fee and this fare, the balance will be refunded to 
applicants in the near future. 

(d) and (e). The Saudi Arabian Government declared and collected their 
tariff from Indian pilgrims in rupees and not in rials The question of oflBcial 
rate of exchange did not therefore arise in this connection The market rate 
"of exchange between rupee and rial is reported to have varied between 70 and 

00 rials for 100 rupees during the pilgrimage season 

(f) It is difficult to calculate the loss incurred by the Indian pilgrims because 
of their having to pay in rupees. 

Mr. Yusuf Abdoola Haroon: May I know from the Honourable Member 
whether it is a fact that the Government was committed to provide certain faci- 
lities to Hajis but during the war these facilities could not be provided due to 
lack of shipping space, and as shipping has now been resumed, will Government 
give an assurance that all these facilities will be given to Hajis? 

The Honourable Pandit Jswaharlal Nehru: I do not know what facilities the 
Honourable Member is referring to The chief facilities are accommodation, 
and no other. As a matter of fact tins question has come up repeatedly at 
question time. Last year we tried our utmost to provide the fullest accommoda- 
tion possible and we ultimately succeeded in sending over 21,000 pilgrims. 
Actually the applicants were more than that We engaged a special ship and 
we have got into some difficulties now m regard to paying compensation to that 
ship because having engaged it it was not full at the last moment People did 
not come in time Although the applicants w’ere many they did not turn up in 
time and it went not quite full. The main difficulty is shipping We simply 
cannot produce the ships. We have tried to get them from various sources, 
including America We are told that in the next season the Moghul I/ine and 
the Scindia line will provide extra ships but they are nob yet certain. Even so, 

1 am not quite sure that they will suffice We have not yet been able to build 
new ships 

There is yet another difficulty According to the Merchant Shipping Act or 
some other act we have to provide a certain minimum of accommodation for 
each pilgrim. We did not adhere to that Act wholly in order to provide more 
accommodation but wo have now decided to adhere to it strictly (which is good) 
but that again diminishes the accommodation available to the other pilgrims 

Mr. Ahmed S. H. Jafler: With regard to the answer to part (c) of the ques- 
tion, in view of the fact that the amount charged for an air trip both ways was 
about Rs. 4,000, which was considered to be rather very piohibitive by many 
pilgrims, may I inquire from the Honourable Member whether Government 
would be good enough to start negotiations with the air company, so that by 
the next Haj season this rate would bo brought down considerably and many 
pilgrims may take advantage of it and travel by air in the next season ? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Neluu: Certainly we can start negotia- 
tions but it is difficult to negotiate in the absence of certain knowledge as to how 
many people want to travel by air. It will be a vague negotiation On the last 
occasion what happened was one full air ship went and another was engaged but 
it was not full and we got into difficulties on account of that. 

Shrl Sn Prakosa: With reference to the Honourable Member’s reply to part 
(c)'of the question, is it not a fact that the spiritual value of such a pilgrimage 
is greatiy diminished if it is made in such comfort? 

ThE Bohoomblt Pudlt Jawaharlal Nehru: The Government is a temporal 
<iovemment and not a spiritual government 
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Stranded Haj Filgbihs at Basbah. 

940. *Mi. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
External Affairs please state whether Government are aware that about 260 
Indian pilgrims returning from the Haj pilgrimage have been stranded in Basrah 
for the past one month and, if so, the reasons therefor? 

(b) Is it a fact that they are without funds or food? 

(c) Is it a fact that 600 others are held up at Karbala for want of steamer 
accommodation ? 

(d) How long will these pilgrims be detained at Basrah and Karbala? 

(e) What steps do Government propose to take to bring them to India? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Kehm; (a) In mid-Eebruary it was 

reported that there were about 600 Indian Shia pilgrims awaiting repatriation 
from Basrah. There are no standing arrangements in force for Shia pilgrims 
visiting the holy places in Iran and Iraq, principally because the pilgrimage is 
not confined to any particular period of the year Large numbers of these Shia 
pilgrims also go by the overland route through Iran 

On retun from Iraq the pilgrims generally rely on obtaining passages to 
India on the mail ships, and, because there are still fewer ships operating on 
the Persian Gulf route than in pre-war days, there has inevitably been conges- 
tion and delay in Basrah. 

(b) The Government of India have sanctioned suitable maintenance grants 
for destitute pilgrims since December last year. 

(c) Government have no information of the numbers of pilgrims waiting at 
Kerbela, as distinct from those at Basra 

(d) and (e). The 8. 8. Islami is reported to have sailed from Basrah for 
Karachi and Bombay on the 5th March, with 1,265 pilgrims. 

Adverse Trade Balances dub to Imports. 

941. ^Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Memhir 
please state whether Government are aware of the possibility of adverse trade 
balances arising out of importation of food, excessive purchase of consumer’s 
goods by shopkeepers and the importation of capital goods with reduced exports 
on the whole? 

(b) What steps do Government propose to take m order to meet this situation 
' due course? 

(c) What are the figures of trade balances during 1945-46 and 1946-47 upto the 
last date for which figures are available? 

(d) How much food import is scheduled during the next year in quantity and 
value? 

(e) In which item of export is an increase anticipated during the current year 
and the next three years? 

(f) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of checking the import 
of unessential consumer goods, the volume of which is at present left to individual 
initiative? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohandrigar; (a) and (b). Yes, if the Honourable 
Member’s presumption is correct, but the situation is being closely watched and 
necessary steps will be taken at the appropriate time. 

(c) T lay on the table a statement showing India’s visible balance of trade on 
private account in merchandise and treasure during the year 1945-46 and the 
first seven months of 1946-47. 

(d) It is not possible to make any estimate of the foodgrains we shall be able 

'LfQl or ^Moduli (yf. 
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(e) While it is difficult to anticipate with any degree of accuracy likely 
increases under particular items, of export during the current year and the next 
three years, a certain number of manufactures have developed before and during 
the war, such as to mention only a few leather goods, manufacture of sport 
goods, cutlery, products of hosiery industry, stationery, cement and porcelain 
industry, carpet and coir rope. Government will take all necessary steps to 
increase their exports with a view to improve tirade balance As a ‘result of 
liberalisation of export control, exports of hides, raw cotton, non-essential 
vegetable oilseeds and oils, jute and jute manufactures and wool may also show 
an increase during the period mentioned l)_\ the Honourable Member. 

(f) Except those covered by the Open General Licences, imports of other 
consumer goods are permitted under a licensing system Hononiable Member’s 
proposal is, however, already under examination. 


',re during 


— 

19.<5-46 

1946 47 

(Seven months, 
.April to October 
1946) 


R (lakhs) 

R{lHk'.s) 

Exports of IndiAn meroViandise .private) . 

1-141,88 

-1-1 51,57 

Re-exports of foreign „ ,. . . 

-(-23,82 

4 - 1 6.07 

Imports of foreign „ „ . , . 

- -2.41,61 (a) 

-1,45 76 (a) 

BeUnce of trade m mero'iAndise .... 

-1-23,95 

-I- 21, 89 

Gold (private) . 

f 28 

-62 

Silver (private) . ... 

--20 

- -3,84 

Currency notes ( private) 


L 

Balance of transactions m tret sure (private) 

-1-6,34 

[ —3,66 

Total visible balance of trade 

1-30,39 

\ -1-18,24 


(a) Exclusive of the v.sluo of Riilway materials (amounting to R ml) imported direct by 
State Riilways working under comp.any nvuiagement which was not pud for in the ordinary 
way and not, therefore, t iken into account in arriving at the htUnce of tr ide 


Mr. Kanu Subedai: Apart from the open general licenses, a large number 
of negotiations are on foot and until a firm credit is opened it is not possible 
for the Reserve Bank to have information. May I know whetlier Government 
will now take steps through other means for even checking of negotiations for 
goods which are going on on a very large scale, in order to achieve the same 
end which Government also have in view? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: It would be difficult, nay, impossible, 
for Government to check such negotiations. It is only at the stage when an 
application is made for exchange for certain purposes that either the Govern- 
ment or the Reserve Bank can come in and it is at that stage that Government 
propose, to utilise their powers to make the best possible use of our exchange 
capacity. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Do Government propose to reduce the import of such 
goods which do not require hard currency? 
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The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: There are certain essential consumer 
goods which we have to import even from hard currency countries for the pur- 
pose of giving our people an opportunity to purchase their essential require- 
ments. Some complaints have been leceived regarding very large imports of 
certam items und steps are being taken to stop further imports oi such articles. 
The import licenses were valid for two shipping periods One shipping period is 
of half a year A proposal is under consideration to reduce their validity to 
one shipping period, so that we mav be m a position to watch the arrival of 
goods from foreign countries and to check their import when found necessary. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: M\> question related to those countries vhere the 
ciineney is easy and from uliicli \\c can import without a license 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Chundrigar: If it is an easy currency country, 
the same consideiations .apply viz , that only those goods which are essential 
and in short supply, they are allowed to be imported freely But in cases wdiere 
imports even from cns\ cnrreiicx countries are likely to affect either our mdus 
nes or our econom^v, (hey are kept under a licensing system 

prof. N. Q, Banga: lu view of the fact that the visible nnpoits are so small 
and, oil the other hand, tlio mvisiblo imports arc so large, what steps are 
Government taking m order to check and control the invisible imports'’ 

The Honourable Mr, I. I. Chundrigar: A check is being kept for the jiurpose 
of appro.ximoting both 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: My question has not been understood. I wanted to 
kiunx whether consumer goods have flooded Indian markets from easy currency 
countries and w hut steps are being taken to stop or reduce the import o£ those 
goods 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigiur: That is very easy If this happens, 
the articles will be taken off from the open general license and placed on the 
licensed list 

Faadlt Lakshmi Kanta Maltra: What is the policy of the Government with 
regard to imports from sterling area countries and hard cuircncy countries Is 
there any preference shown to sterling area countries’^ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: Yes, the preference is due to the 
shortage of hard currency available to us and if the available liard currency is 
of a limited amount, wo have to make the best possible use of it 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangar: May I know if it is the policy of the 
Government to allow l.arger imports from the sterling area countries, so that tlie 
sterling balances may be liquidated? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: We have certain arrangements regard- 
ing the sterling balances. Sterling balances up to a particular amount cannot 
be touched at piesent. The whole question deiiends on what is. the sterling 
balance available fo us for use m a particular year and what is the hard 
currency available to us and the imports are regulated with a view to make the 
best possible use of both these currencies 

Prof. N. 0. Ranga: In view of the fact tHiat the Engli.sh books are priced at 
enoimous rates and so much of literature which is not needed and which even 
iiijuiious to the peo2ilc of this counti-y is being imported into this country, will 
Goveinmeiit take steps to regulate the import of the various books that are 
coining from England which is m the easy currency area? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrigar: It would be difficult to appoint a 
censor to decide which books should be allowed to be imported, and we certainly 
do not want to slop import of books which are medium for the dissemination of 
knowledge. 

Prol. H. 6. Ranga: Will Government at least control the import of books 
which are written by Indians and published here in this country at a cheaper 
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rate but which are simultaneously published in England, priced at a higher 
rate, and which are being imported into this country^ 

The Ermourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrlgar: The Indian cheaper edition is gene- 
rally published much later than the expensive British edition. 

Establishment of a Foreign Service 

942. ♦Mr. Manu Snbedar; (a) Will the Honourable Member for External 
Affairs please state in which countries Government have decided to establish 
Embassies? 

(b) What progress has been made with regard to the establishment of a Foreign 
Service and has any report been submitted by Sir Akbar Hydari, who has been on 
sjiecial duty for this purpose? 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of intioducmg foieigti 
languages, history and foreign commerce courses at selected centres in India in 
order to make persons eligible early for a foreign career in case of their selection ? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Hehru: (a) Embassies have been estab- 
lished in the U.S A. and China and an Embassy will shortly be established in 
France. 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to my statement in answer to 
•question No 61 put by Prof Ranga on the 5th February 1947. The F.P.S.C 
have since issued an advertisement inviting applications for the Indian Foreign 
Service. Sir Akbar Hvdari bus not l>een asked to make any formal report, but 
his advice and help have been taken in considering matters relating to the Foreign 
Service. 

(o) The Honourable Member’s attention is invited to my answer to question 
No 394 put by Seth Govind Das on the 18th February 1947 

Prof. N. O. Ranga; In view of the fact that so few people in this country and 
coming only from a few communities or castes can alone qualify themselves to 
■first class degrees, will Government consider the advisability of reducing their 
qualification from first class to at least second class’ 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I should say that it would be a 
dangerous precedent — 1 am not for the moment mentioning first or second class 
— to reduce the standards. The best way is to promote facilities for those groups 
or communities for their training. We propose to encourage them in every way 
But this matter of Foreign Service is, if I may sav so, even more important in 
regard to standards than any internal service In regard to internal services 
there are numerous checks, but in a foreign country, where a representative goes, 
unles.s he attains a high standard it is positively dangerous and harmful He 
cannot cope with the others. It is not like joining a big office and doing routine 
work He has to have all manner of qualities which include qualities of mixing 
with people, knowing their language, customs and history and their background 
Unless he knows these he is a complete misfit, and he might even do injury to 
our cause We have, therefore, to have a high standard and try at anv rate to 
bring in people who may thus far have had opportunities of attaining these high 
standards, and promote opportunities for them to attain such high standards 
rather than lower the standards 

Mr. President; I may remind Honourable Members th.at this matter has been 
considered and questions put a number of times m this House 

Shri Sri Prskasa: In view of the fact that the Honourable Member himself 
never got a first class in any of his examinations will he kindly revise his opmioii 
of the value of first class degrees? 

Mr. Presidsat: Order, order 

Setb Oovlnd Das; Does the Honourable Member remember that I mentioned 
that the examinations of Shantiniketan where so many foreign languages are 
taught to students should also be considered in this connection? 

It: I do not propose to allow many supplementaries on this ques- 
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S»th Oovind Dm: My question has not been answered. 

Seth Oovind Dae: My question has not been answered. 

Mr. ICanu Subedar: In view of what the Honourable Member said just now on 
the subject, may I enquire whether he will take into consideration, in examining 
this problem, the practice which existed m Japan where at a very early stage in 
his education a person was asked whether he would have something to do with 
foreign countries by way of trade or by way of government service or by other 
ways, and whether a certain amount of specialised training cannot be given to 
him right from the high school standard? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawahailal Nehru: I should think that is rather diffi- 
cult especially in the present stage of evolution But as I once informed the 
House our proposal is, after selection of candidates, to give them a year and a half 
special training in a foreign University or some foreign Institute; after that a 
year’s special training in India ji.artly in regard to practical work so that they 
might get into the work and partly special courses organised. At the end of tuo 
and a half years of such special training after they arc chosen there will be another 
examination to see if they have profited by the special training, and then they 
may join the service in some junior grade 

Sir Oowwjee Jehangii: Is it a fact that m England the examination for the 
Foreign Civil Service is a stiffer examination than for the Home Civil Service? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: It used to be so I do not know 
the position now? 

Selection of Men fob the Fobbion Service 

943. ‘Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for External 
Affairs please state how many men have been selected for the Foreign Service so 
far and how many are proposed to be selected during 1947-48? 

(b) Bo Government propose to consider the advisability of sending out some of 
these unofficially as tourists in the first instance for a preliminary survey and for 
studying the language of the country? 

(c) Have Government any information as to the number of Indians in India, 
who know foreign languages^ 

(d) Do Government projiose to consider the advisability of employing some of 
these men in the Foreign Service’ 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: (a) Fifteen E C Os have been 
selected for the Indian Foreign Service It is not yet possible to say precisely 
how many persons will be required during 1947-48. 

(b) It has been decided that the period of training for young recruits, who 
will be selected in the future on the results of a competitive examination should 
include a period of study in a foreign University where in addition to the study 
of other subjects they will be required to loam foreign languages. 

(c) Government have no precise information but they understand that there 
arc a considerable number of such Indians in India 

(d) Government will certainly consider this but mere knowledge of a foreign 
language is not always helpful Other qualities are also needed. In the adver- 
tisement issued by the Federal Public Service Commission calling for applica- 
tions for the Foreign Service it has been mentioned that candidates should prefer- 
ably have a working knowledge of one or more foreign languages. 

Mr. MEau Subedar: May I know whether Government have considered the 
desirability of sending out some non-offieials to those countries to which they may 
be ultimately put or may not be put if Government do not want them later, but 
of sending them out like this beforehand so that they do not reach their destina- 
tion where they are to play an important part, altogether unfamiliar with the 
country — whether a non -official journey by these people would not be of some 
help? ■ 
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The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I am not quite clear in my mind 
what the Honourable Member refers to. A youngman who is selected 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I am not talking of youngmen. I am talking of senior 
men who have been taken now and are being sent to countries which they have 
never visited before. Have Government considered the desirability of asking 
some of these senior men unofficially to visit these countries before their appoint- 
ments are ultimately announced after a month or two? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; That might be desirable some- 
times. But when we actually choose a man we choose him because somebody 
has got to be sent there immediately. If we hold up the appointment and send 
the person unofficially, in effect it will be officially sending him There would not 
be much difference between the two. ■ I can understand people being sent at 
some earlier period. Either we have chosen them or we have not. If we have 
chosen them, they have to be sent officially, although they may not be put in 
charge of the office itself. 

Sreejut Bohlni Kumar Ohaudhuri: With reference to the answer to part (a> 
of the question may I know if the persons already selected belong to existing 
Government service; and with reference to the answer to part (o) may I know 
whether English has been treated as a foreign language? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Ndiru; The fifteen E C O’s. who have 
been chosen are persons who held temporary commissions and who have retired 
from the Army. They were chosen first for the Central Administrative Service 
by the Federal Service Commission and then specially for the Foreign Service 
after various tests. 

As regards the reference to English, English is obviously a foreign language 
though Honourable Members of this House do not seem to treat it as such. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know from the Honourable the- 
Leader of the House what kind of training these students are expected to undergo 
in British or Foreign Universities for a year and a half and are there any parti- 
cular courses in these universities which fit them for appointment in the 
External Affairs Department or embassies elsewhere? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: There are various special courses 
in America, in England, in France, Switzerland and, no doubt, in other countries 
but we shall try to send them out to these various countries, not in a bunch to- 
one place, and try to give them more or less the special training required for them 
as well ns the general training, which is very important for foreign conditions. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar; In view of the growing demand for such 
courses, is any attempt being made to introduce such courses in the Indian 
Universities? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I have already informed the House 
once that we have asked Indian Universities to institute such courses not only in 
foreign languages but in international affairs and current affairs, in fact all 
subjects connected with foreign relations. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Does the Central Government propose to' 
give a subsidy to any of the universities to start such courses immediately? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; No, Sir. That question has not 
arisen but in regard to the reorganisation of Universities or the institution of 
special courses, we might be prepared to give them subsidy. 

Indians abroad in different parts of the World 

W4. •Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Extern “1 
Affairs please state whether Government have definite information as to the 
number of Indians abroad in different parts of the world and, if so, what are thfr 
figures? 
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(b) Do tlovernment propose to consider the desirability of sending out 
individual officers by way of Goodwill Mission to enquire into the life and condi- 
•tiond of these people and to report to Government? 

(c) From which countries have deputations for political or other purposes 
reached India and got in touch with the Government here? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the disabilities of some of these 
Indians, with regard to (i) passport to and fro, (ii) passages to and fro, and (iii) 
facilities for movement of married women and children to and fro? 

(e) Have Goveinment received any complaints on this subject? 

(f) Have the war restrictions on the normal movement to and fro of Indian 
nationals now been removed in all parts of Arabia and Africa? 

The Honourable Pandit JawMiarlal Nehru: (a) Government have little up-to- 
date information The latest figures are given in the statement placed on the 
table of the House. 

(b) and (d). As the Honourable Member is aware the Government of India 
are considering as a matter of urgency the establishment of Diplomatic and 
Consular Eepresentatives lu countries abroad where the interests of Indians 
require it They also intend to appoint representatives in colonial territories of 
the British Comnionwenlth where considerable numbers of Indians live, They 
do not consider it necessary at this stage to send out individual officers to enquire 
into the life and conditions or general complaints of Indians abroad since all these 
matters can be more appropriately and satisfaetorily dealt with by the Govern- 
ment of India’s official representatives as soon as they are established. 

(c) Since 1940 four deputations have visited India from Ceylon including one 
official one on behalf of the Government of Ceylon. One non-official delegation 
was sent to India m 1944 by the East African Indian Congress, and the South 
African Indian Congress sent a iion-official deputation to India m 1946. Repre- 
sentatives from Fiji and Mauritius have also visited India 

(e) Government receive complaints from time to time from various parts of 
the world Many of these complaints come from individuals They are inquired 
into and representations made where necessary 

(f) Government have no information whether all the war restrictions on the 
normal movement of Indian nationals from all parts of Arabia and Africa have 
been removed hut so far as the movement of Indians from India to these countries 
IS concerned, unr time restrictions have been removed. But owing to the short- 
age of shipping there is still difficulty in obtaining passages. 


Statement 

Li --t of Iiidirtns in countries outside the Commonwealth 


Europe : 

1. Germ my 44 

2. Itily . . 23 

3. France 10 

North Ameriat ■ 

1. U. S. A. . . 6.000 

■2 Pan-.ina . 1,000 

1. Brazil . “ . 2,000 

2. Br. aui.vna . . 167,186 

. Dt. Guiana .... ... 64,363 
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1911 


Afhoa 

1 Belgian Congo 

2 Prt East Afnoa 

3 Egypt and Sudan 

4 Abyssinia 


J 000 
4 000 
1026 
2000 


Asia 

1 Ft Indo China 

2 Noth East Indies 

3 Philippines 

4 Siam 
6 Japan 
0 China 


2 000 (app > 
24 000 
800 
30 000 
60 

No figures ava b ble 


7 Manohuria 

8 Russia (Asiatic) 

9 Afghanistan 

10 Persia 

11 Iraq 

12 Saudi Arabia 

15 Turkey 
14 Syria 

1 6 Palestine 
16 E shg r 
Indian Population in 


Correct figures not available 
600 (?) 

4 600 

37 

60 

400 

various parts of the British Empire according to the latest ava lablfr 
e timatea s as follows — 


No 

Name of the country 

Indian 

Population 

Year 


Domin ons 



1 

Austr lia 

4 644 

1933 

2 

Can da 

1 600 

1941 

3 

New Zealand 

1 200 

1942 

4 

SoutI Africa 

266 016 

1945 

6 

Bout em Rhodesia 

2 647 

1941 


Colonies and Protectorates 



6 * 

Ceylon 

760 000 

1943 

7 

Bntisl M laya 

748 829 

1940 

6 

Hong Kong 

4 746 

1931 

0 

Kfturitius 

262 646 

193S 

10 

Seychelles 

603 

l‘^31 

ll 

G)bn Iter 

60 

1931 


Nigeria 

32 

1031 

It 

Kenya 

<|TW> 

1942 



1912 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [14TH MaR. 1947 


No. 

1 Nuno of the country 

Population 

Year 


Colonic-i one! Protectorates — contd. 



14 

Ugind^ 

26,972 

1043 

16 

Nyaseland . 

1,851, 

1940 

16 

Z..n2ibar& Pombx 

14,000 

1931 

17 

T nganyikx ... 

36,691 

1942 

18 

J .m.uoa 

26,607 

1943 

19 

Trinid-.d 

170,396 

1942 

20 

British Quian i . . . 

157,186 

1942 

21 

Fiji Islands . . ... 

106,681 

1942 

22 

Northern Rhodesu . . • . . 

421 

1937 

23 

Maldives . . ... 

550 

1933 

24 

British N. Borneo 

1,298 

1931 

26 

Aden ..... 

6,694 

1932 

26 

British Soni.ililand .... 

520 

1931 

37 

Malta . • . 

41 

1033 

28 

Gron.di .... 

6,000 

1932 

29 

St. Lucia . • • • . . 

2,129 

1921 

30 

British Honduras 

497 

1931 

31 

Sierra Loono ... 

444 

1931 


Other P.irts 



32 

Burma . . . , 

1,017,826 

1931 

33 

United Kingdom . 

7,128 

1032 

Sn M. Anantbasayanam Ayyangar: With reference la part (a), may 1 know 
what IS the strength of Indians m Burma now, as compared with the strength of 
their population before the war? 


Tbe Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I am afraid I could not give th« 
figure. I could give the previous figure. The previous figure which is rather old 
was 1,017,825. 


Sri II. Anantbasayanam Ayyangar: I want to know whether approximately 
it has been reduced by nearly 30 to 40 per cent. ? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I am sorry I really could not give 
figure now. I will try to find out. I cannot make an approximate guess at the 
moment. 

Mr. Ifanu Snbedar: Have Government taken any steps to acquire records of 
the life of Indians in foreign countries, because that part was hitherto handled 
by British consular and diplomatic services and there must be many particulars in 
their archives with regard to the life of stray Indians in those countries? Will 
’Oovemmeni) make some attempt to get full records from the British Foreign 
Office? 
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The Honourable Pandit Jawahailal Nehru: This is a new idea which the 
Honourable Member has put forward. So far the Government have not thought 
of it. We will try to do so but when the Honourable Member mentions ‘indivi- 
dual records kept by British consulai officers and others’ 1 imagine that most ot 
these records were of the type that the Gnminal Investigation Department keep. 

I do not know whether he is referring to that type of record or other records? 

Mr. Manu Subedar: There may be trading difficulties, as in the case of tlie 
Sindhi merchants, there may be passport difficulties, family difficulties, litiga- 
tions There may bo many things with regard to the life of Indians in those 
-countries of which this Government in their records would have nothing what- 
soever. 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: We shall try to find out 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: With reference to clause (b) cl the 
ijiiestion about sending a goodwill mission, is the Honourable Member aware that 
the Constituent Assembly is being formed m Burma, that seven lakhs of Indians 
le domiciled there and that only 100 are proposed to be enfranchised for the 
purpose? Is it not desirable to send a goodwill mission there in order to enable 
Indians to get their citizenship rights, so that they may participate in the work 
of framing a constitution for Burma? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I really do not know what a good- 
will mission will be able to achieve in this matter I was a little surprised to 
hear the figure of 100 persons enfranchised, which the Honourable Member gave. 

1 think the proportion will be far larger That is for the Constituent Assembly 
As a matter of fact, w’o have been very much exercsed over this matter and we 
have been in continuous communication with our own Agents with the Burmese 
Government and the Burmese Government have given us public assurances to 
the effect that they will later give the fullest franchise to Indians One of the 
difficulties w'rts lack of time The Con'itiluent Assemblv elections take place on 
the 9th April or thereabouts and it became very difficult, even though tliey 
ox]jresRed their willingnp<is, to make any cli.ingo at tins stage for this purpose 
but they have assured us that they will give the fullest franchise when the real 
constitution conics to be framed A goodwill ini.ssiou at the present moment 
will serve no purpose whatsoever May I add this? When I said that we do 
not piopose to send individual officers, T was referring chiefly not to these 
Colonial territories where Indians dwell but rather to foreign countries, as Mr, 
Subedar’s question related to them but we do propose, wherever possible, to 
send either non-officials or officials to some of these Colonial territories 

Economic Mission to Russia 

946. *Mr. Manu Subedar; (a) Will the Honourable the Leader of the House 
please state what arrangements Government have made with regard to co- 
ordination and planning in the economic and financial field in India? 

(b) Have Government considered any proposal for sending an Economic 
Mission to Russia to studv the efforts made and the results achieved in respect 
of each of the successive Russian Plans? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: (a) Since the termination of the 
Planning and Development Department early in July 1946 the principle agency 
for co-ordinating plans in the Central Government has been the Development 
Board. This Board consists of the Secretaries of certain departments and is 
}jrosidod over by the Deputy Chairman of the Co-ordination Committee of the 
Cabinet. The Development Board has, during the past few months, considered 
questions such as allocation of funds as between the various Provinces and as 
between schemes sponsored by different Departments. The" Advisory Planning 
Board which reported recently has made recommendations for setting up new 
machinery for planning at the Centre These proposals are under consideration 
and decisions will shortly be taken. In the meantime the Development Board 



1914 LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY [14tH MaR. 194T 

Will continue to discharge its present- {unctions. But this is envisaged only as a 
temporary arrangement. 

(b) This and other similar proposals are likely to be taken up after the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations with Soviet Russia, for which preliminary steps- 
are already ui hand. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Some of us are noticing that the Departments of Govern- 
ment are all functioning too narrowly and departmentally. Take, for example, 
the question which I asked the Honourable the Commerce Member this morning 
about the total foreign exchange balances about which India is going to bo in 
difficulties in the next three or four years. May I know whether the Develop- 
ment Board mentioned is of sufficiently high level and whether it does tackle 
questions of this type or whether it deals only with ordinary file questions whmli 
come before it? Have they got any initiative to tackle a problem of the kind 
which I asked the Honourable the Commerce Member this nioniing even if they 
were to overstep the boundaries between departments’ work’’ 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: No, Sir T should imagine tlu t 
normally we would not We would work on the lower level 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: I think there was a useful Committee of the Executive 
Council to deal with questions of planning and may T know whether that practice 
is being followed now by the present Government? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not know to what Committee 
the Honourable Member refers, but there was a Cabinet Co-ordination Commit 
fee, whose normal function should be to consider the questions to which 
Mr. Manu Subedar drew attention That Committee docs exist but it is not 
at present working 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May T know what has happened to the Econom-c Com- 
nyttee of the Cabinet consisting of four departments concerned with economics, 
namely. Commerce, Finance, Transport and Supply? Is that Committee still 
fimctioning and, if so, whether they are taking any initiative or are they merely 
considering routine files as they come to them? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I am afraid I do not know exactly 
what has happened to the Economic Committee 

Prof. N, O’. Banga: May t ask why this Co-ordination Committee of the 
Cabinet is not functioning’ 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; Owing to various obvious difficul- 
ties and also because we are in a formative and changing state. 

Distcbbancbs in Tank and Deba Ishail Khan. 

946. "-Seth Oovind Das. Will the Honourable Member for External Affairs be- 
pleased to state. 

fa) how much damage has been done to the life and property of people living 
in Tank and Dera Ismail Eban Distriofii as a result of recent disturbances in 
those areas; 

(b) whether Government are aware that many refugees are coming to Debra 
Dun and other places because of the disturbances in ihe Tribal area; and 

(o) if so, what action Government propose to take to stop these troubles in 
the Tribal Area? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: fa) No damage. There have been 
no disturbances in the Dera Ismail Khan District, of which Tank is a Tahsil. 

fb) No 

(c) There are no disturbances in the tribal areas at presenfr. The Honouifdile 
Member is perhaps thinking of othw areas which have undoubtedly had very 
seripus disturbances aod from which many rsfugees.haye gpna ^sewbere 
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Bbvision of Allothsrt Bulbs fob Gk>TBBBttBBT BsstuicircBs lit Dbl^I-. 

f0*?. ^SBrdir llailgal Singh: With reference to the reply to, part (c) of my 
i4a^ tiuestion No. 14120 asked on ths 29t1» l^areh 1946, regarding the revision 
of aUottnent rules of Gbverutnent residences, will the Secretary of the Works, 
IdineS Snd Poiver Departlhent please state- 

(8) whether it is a fact that Government have completed the re-examination of 
the Allotment Eules ; if not, when it is likely to be completed , 

(b) whether in their re-examination, Goveniment have taken into consideration 
the fact that the amendment of the Revised Eules for allotment during the war, 
relating to seniority, is operating adversely against certain senior officials of the 
Government of India, since their retransfer to Delhi, and 

(c) whether several representations have been made to Government by persons 
so adversely affected by the amended rule and, if so, what steps Government have 
taken to give them the required relief? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale; fa) No, Sir. The new rules are expected to bo ready 
before the 1st April 1948. 

(b) It is realised that the revised rules cause hardship in certain cases, but 
the revision was necessary in the interests of a larger number of other individuals. 
The point raised will however be taken into consideration when further revising 
the rules 

(c) Representations from a few individuals have been received, which will 
be considered 

Cost of Establishment op the Capital op Orissa at Bhubaneshwar. 

948. *Mr. Madandhari Singh: Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines and 
Power Department be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the c.apital of Orissa is going to be 
established at Bhubaneshwar; and 

(b) whether thi* Government of India propo'-e to meet a portion of tliu cost 
thereof, if so, what amount? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The question should have been addressed to the Honour- 
able the Finance Member It has accordingly been transfeired to the list of 
questions for the 20th March 1947, when it will be answered by the Honourablo. 
the Finance Member 

Fobeiqnebs in Occupation of Flats and Accommodation in Bombaw. 

949. ‘Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddiar: Will the Secretary of the Works, Minei 
and Power Department please state- 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a statement on 
page 6 of the ‘Forum’ of Sunday, 9th February 1947, a weekly news magazine of 
Bombay to the effect "that there are enough foreigners in our flats and premises 
in Baekbay, Churchgate, Cumballa ITilI, Napean Sea Eoad, who deserve to be 
forthwith ousted and their premises made available to the citizens of this land. 
Many of our people have not even a room to sit’’, 

(b) how far the statement is true, 

(c) how many flats and premises are still under the requisition of the Govern- 
ment of India as on 1st February 1947, 

(d) when it is proposed to return all these flats to their owners; 

(e) whether Government are aware of the difficult housing situation in 
Bombay: 

(f) when it is proposed to repatriate all these foreigners and whether the cost of 
their maintenance is from Indian or non-Indian revenues; and 

(g) whether in the meantime Government propose to consider the advisability 
of putting all these foreigners in army harraeks and other camps which might be 
lying vacant m various parts of the country? 

t Answer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Ui, B. E. Ookhale: (i) Yea. 

(b) It has been ascertained from the Government of Bombay that the teta 
number of foi-eigiiers residing in Bombay is 5,580,* of whom 299 reside ii 
Backbay Beclaniution — Churchgato Aien, 241 in Cuinbala Hill and the remain- 
ing in Neiie.iii Sea lioad Area. With the exception of two persons who came 
to adverse notice for objectionable trading activities during the war and are 
now iiiidor orders to leave India, none of the others can be classified ai 
undesirable. 

(c) It is presumed that the Honourable Member refers to the total number of 
premises now under requisition by the Government of India in Bombay The 
total number of such premises is 100 (including 157 flab’) 

(d) This question is constantly engaging the attention r»f Government and a 
De-requisitioning Advisory Board has been set up in Bombay under the Chairman- 
ship of the Secretary, Defence Department There is acute shortage of residen- 
tial accommodation m Bombay for essential Government servants. Every effort 
is being made to find alternative accommodation Derequisitioning will take 
place as and when accommodation becomes surplus to requirements or alternative 
accommodation is available. 

(e) Yes. 

If) There is no proposal to repatriate these foreigners. None of thMn is being 
maintained by Government 

(g) Does not arise. 

Mr, Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that these men came hero to find an 
asylum and Goveminent gave them an asylum when they were in difficulties, but 
now that the war has ended may T know whether Government would not induce 
them and give them facilities to repatriate them to their countries? 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: These are ordinary private citizens and are not being 
mainlaiiicd bv Goveinmr-nt and thei' tori', th> re is no questi jn of any repntnntion 
or indiieing them to leave the country 

Mr. Manu Subedar: .\re Government aware that some of these elements are 
addin," to the v>ee .nid eiime, ofi the Citv of Bombay? H.ave they made any 
inquiries in the matterV Will the Honourable Secretary for Works, Mines and 
Power have contact with the Home Department and make this specific inquiry 
whether some of these are undesirable elements and should be sent away? 

Mr, B. K. Gokhale; Presumably this is a matter which concerns the Provin- 
cial Government, but. if the Honourable Member likes, he can table a question 
to the Home Department. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Instead of requisitioning fiats for these foreigners, why 
dties not the Government send them to the Barracks which are vacant? 

Mr. B. E. Ctokhale: None of these people is living in a requisitioned fiat 
Requisitioned flats are for Government servants and not for these foreigners. 

Teohnioal and iNDDSiraiAii Mission to Japan . 

960. *Srt V. 0. Velllngirl Qoander: Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber be pleased to state: 

(a) the stage at which the proposal to send a Technical and Industrial Mission 
to Japan stands; and 

(b) whether Government propose to attach a special officer to that IVfission to 
examine the methods of cottage industries in Japan and the possibility of adopting 
them in our country? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrlgar: (a) and (b). There is no proposal at 
present under consideration of Government to send an industrial mission to Japan. 
An invitation has, however, been received from the Supreme Commander for 
Allied Powers in Japan, through the Far Eastern Commission at Washington, to 
bOnd from India a Technical Mission to Japan consisting of not more than five 
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persons who should be capable of acting on matters pertaining to reparation re* 
movals, identification and restitution of looted property or any other relevant 
matters which would otherwise require visit of a separate mission. The invita- 
tion has been accepted by Government and the question of selection of personnel 
for the Mission is receiving their consideration. As the activities of the Mission 
will be limited to specified objects, it may not be possible to attach a special 
officer to it with a view to examining the methods of cottage industries in Japan 
and the possibility of adopting them in India. 

Sri V, 0. Vellingiri Gounder: What action has been taken upon the report of 
the Trade Commissioner who has already been sent to Japan? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: No Trade Commissioner has been sent 
to Japan because private trade with Japan has not yet been opened There is a 
representative of the Government of India in Japan and he deals with questions 
which arise. 

Mr, Vadllal Lallubhai: Will the Honourable Member let us know whether 
Government are sending their own employees as technicians or they are sending 
out technicians from the industries as well? 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1. Ghundrigar: Probably the men will include Govern- 
ment officials as well as people connected with industries and other interests. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Will Government take care to see that these technicians 
are Indians? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. 1. Ghundrigar: Every one of them will be an Indian 

Sri V. 0, Vellingiri (Jounder: Has not the Trade Commissioner in Japan sub- 
mitted a report to the Government of India? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: There is only a representative of the 
Government of India in Japan at present, but as soon as private trade with Japan 
will be upeut,J, an Lidi.in Trade CoinmiiSioner will be scut there. 

Sri V. G. Vellingiri Gounder: Has that representative submitted any report 
to the Government, .and, if so, what action has been taken on it? 

The Honouiekule Mi'. I. I. GuuiiiUigai: His reports are received from time to 
time on the decisions reached by the Supreme Commander of the Allied Powers 
in Japan and suitable action is taken on his reports 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Has the representative been asked to exainme 
those things in Japan which are proposed to be given to India as part of repara- 
tions? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ghundrigar: He has been asked to do so, and in 
order to assist him in the selection, this mission is being sent. 

Prof. N. G. Hangs: Has he made any suggestion that an industrial mission 
also should be sent to Japan? 

The Honourable Hr. I. I. Ghundrigar: No suggestion has been received to 
that effect. 

Control of Haj PixaBiiiAOB. 

951. *Ha|i Abdus Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Commonwealth Eelations be pleased to state whether the next Haj pilgrimage 
will be conducted under Government control as in the last two years, or will the 
pre-war system be restored? 

(b) Are Government aware that intending pilgrims have already begun to send 
money to Government for reservation of passages, which indicates that there is 
going to -be a heavy demand for passages to Hejaz this year? 

(cl If so, do Government propose to take early steps to get greater number of 
ships for this year's Haj pilgrimage? 
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TIU ’BaaamttltAA :^aildlt JCWAlUrlat Ntiirti: ^X«.) Tliter ^eatioa is uiider e6id4i>- 
aad Gcivdmttieii# e^6ot to comer to R deciiSioh shortly itl eonButtitieit 
■WtJlk' the Standing Committee ort’ Pilgrimage to the Hejsiz. 

(fc) Yes. 

(o) Attention is invited to part (e) of the reply to starred question No 605, 
dated the 22nd February 1947, by Mr Tamizuddm Khan. 

Peohibition of Civilians’ Ehtkt into Japan 

962. *Haji Abdus Sattar Hajl Ishaq Seth: Will the Honourable Member for - 
External Affairs be pleased to state 

(a) whether it is a fact that civilians are not permitted to go to Japan even at 
their own expense and if so, the reason for this prohibition, 

(b) whether (rovornnient are awaie that theie i.s a large number of people in 
India who have property, trade goods and relations in Japan since pre-war days 
and that they are naturally anxious to go there to enquire after them, 

(c) vvhether Government ha\e received applications for permission to go to 
Japan and if so, thoir decision on those applications, and 

(d) the steps that Goveiiiment propose to take to enable such people to proceed 
to Japan at least for a short period to enquire after their belongings and relatives? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru: (a) The Suiirenio Commander of 
the Allied Poweis does not yet permit the entry into Japan of nou-Japnnese 
civilians, other than those on oeeupafcion dutv, becuuso of the difficult living 
conditions and lack of accommodation 

(b) Goveninieiit are aware that a number of Indians have commercial and 
property interest in Japan, thomrli Ihov nio without information of Iheir precise 
number 

(e) A few applications tor petmission to go to .Jap.in have been received. 
Most of these have Jiad to bo rejected m view of the prohibition already mentioned' 
One Indian was allowed to visit Japan to bring back certain members of his 
family who were unable to tiavcl to ’^ndia witlioiit escort, one more case has 
been referred to the S C A P,, whose decision is awaited 

(d) Government are keeping the position under review, and will consider 
whether relaxation may be obtained in particular cases of exceptional hardship 

Mr. 'Vadilal Lalluhhai: Is it not a fact that many American traders and 
businessmen and industrialists are already there in Japan? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru: There are certain vague reports 
to that effect I do not know if they are true 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhal: Will the Honourable Member enquire and ascertain 
the true facts? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru; I shall certainly enquire, but from 
■whom. 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: Will the Government take steps to get 
into communication with the Supreme Commander and get his permission for 
Bending a small deputation, consisting of two or three people from India who 
may be authorised by all interests concerned to go and examine the position in 
Japan with regard to property, trade goods and relations? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru: Does the Honourable Member 
mean some kind of official deputation to go and enquire into the matter? 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: A non-official deputation from among 
tliose interested in things mentioned in part (b)? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlai Nehru: We shall consider the suggestion. 

Mr. Vadil&l Lallubhal: To protect Indian trade interests will the Honourable 
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^e^ber j)ef 8 V 9 (Je th^s Supreme Commanijer t 9 allow a few bi^esa- 

^en to go to Jr^pan to study the conditions tljere ai^id take fV^otefip ^eir 

interests? 

^ Honourable Pandit Jawaturlal Nehru: That is the same question as was 
jjut just now which I have answered 

Schemes for Post-War Development in Cooro 

953. *Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: (a) Will the Honourable Member for External 
Affairs be pleased to state whether the Goorg Administration has submitted to 
the Government of India a list of schemes with reference to Post War Develop* 
ment in Coorg? 

(b) If 80 , what IS the estimated total cost of the projjosed schemes’ 

(c) What IS the financial reserve the Goorg Administration has for implement- 
,mg these schemes? 

(d) What contribution do the fiovemmont of India pro[>ose to give to Coorg m 
this respect? 

(o) When are these schemes going to be implemented? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawahar Lai Nehru- (.a) and (h) The rhi°f t omnns- 
Rioner, Coorg, has submiited a hve year development plan lor Coorg. The esti- 
mated total cost of the Plan is about Es. 60 lakhs 

(c) The Coorg AdrmiiisUation hope to eoiitribiite about Rs 25 lakhs from their 
own resources 

(d) The Govominent of India have provisionally .iHotted Us 25 lakhs as 
development grant to Coorg during the first qiiinqiiennunn 

(e) Some schemes have already been started during the current financial 
year while others arc to he implemented from 1947-48 onw'ards 

Salary of Elrotrio Lift Drivers 

964. *Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: With refcionce to the reply given 
to my starred question No 285 .iskod on the t.Sth Eebniary 1947, regarding the 
rates of pay of permanent lift men, will the Seeietarv of the Works, Mines ana 
Power Department be pleased to state 

(a) the number of lifts in iqieration in the different Goveniinent buildings and 
the number of permanent lift drivers, if the number of the latter is smaller than 
the number of lifts, on what establishment the non-perinanent lift men (i e , lift 
drivers, lift mechanics lift c-leaners, etc ) arc homo and whether Government 
propose to place on the table of the House a statement showing the rates of pay 
given to such men, 

(b) whether it is a tact thal accidents involving physical injuries to lift men 
occur from time to time; if so, ihe number of such accidents and the circumstances 
under which they occurred during the last five vears; 

(c) whether it is a fact that the litt-drivers have to handle an electric motor of 
440 volts in operating the lifts and if so whether they have been recognised as 
operators of a power-driven machine, if not, the reasons therefor, 

(d) the reason why, in spite of the technical duties of the lift staff and the risk 
involved therein, thev have been classified wdth the ordinary inferior staff in the 
matter of pay , and 

(e) whether the question of the salary and conditions of service of these lift 
drivers, lift mechanics and lift cleaners is being examined by the Pay ComniissioiBi 
ftad if BO, whether these will be revised on the recommendations of the Pay 
CotunpioaMD? 



1920 LBQIHLATIVB ASSEMBLY [14TH MaR. 1047 

Ml, B. E. Gokhale: (a) 28 lifts are in operation in different OoTemuieni 
buildings and the number of permanent lift attendants is 16. The non-permanent 
liftmen are borne on the regular temporary establishment. A small staff em- 
ployed on the Western Court Lift is shown against work-charged establishment. 

A statement showing the rates of pay given to these men is laid on the table 
of the House. 

(b) Three accidents have taken place during the last five years. Two cleaners 
got their fingers slightly injured m 1942, in trying to remove cotton waste while 
the hoisting gear was in motion, and by the counter weight while cleaning the 
bottom of the lift well respectively. The third accident took place in February 
1947 when the cleaner accidently got his arm jammed between the counter- weight 
and the bracket which holds the lift “guides” 

(c) No. Lift-drivem are required to operate pilot switches of the Electric 
motors, which are fixed on the loof and ore remote contiollcd from the lift cage. 
These attendants have nothing to do with the main power unit, and have not been 
classified as ojiorators of the power-driven nidchme 

(d) Except the mechunio and Fitter who arc technical and classified as 
Superior Staff, no other lift staff have to perform technical duties in the true sense 
of tlie term, and they have therefore been classified as ordinary inlerior staff, like 
other unskilled labour 

(e) The Central Pay Commission are examining the question of revision of 
scales of pay of all categories of Government servants and as such the pay of 
the lift staff also will fall within the scope of their recommendations. 


St itemenfc giving sonlei of p ly of the lift Rtaff 


Ministry 
Lift attendants 
Lift attendants 
Cleiners 


Permanent ttaff 

(Si Rs. 60 p.m. (fixed) 

@ Rs. 25 p.in. (fixed) —Old entrants. 
. . @ Ri. 22 p.m. (fixed) —New entrants. 

^ Rr. 15 p.ni. (fixed) 


Temporary tUiff (Rejular eetabliehment) 

Me. li.inio . @ Rs. ,55 p.m. (flxe.1) 

Fitter . . . @ Rs. 40 p.m. (fixed) 

Lift .ittendant . . . @ R i. 22 p.in. (fixed) 

Cleaner . . @ Rs. 15 p.m. (fixed) 


Workchnrged tlaff ([Vertern Court Lift) 

MiRtri . . . @ 30—2 — 40—3—100 

Lift attendant @ Rr. 25 — 1 —43—2 — 55 

Cleaner @ Rm, 14 — } — 22 

Mr. N. M, Joshi; When the number of lifts to be worked is much larger than 
the number of liftmen, why should Government keep a large number of liftmen 
as temporary instead of making them permanent? 

Mr, B. K. Gokhale: fn the P <W. D a certam number are made perlxianent, 
others are kept as temporary and still others are work-charged and the propor- 
tions go on changing from time to time The matter has now again been taken 
into consideration and I hope the lists will be revised in the light of the report of 
the Pay Commission 
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Mr. K. U. Joahi: In view of the fact that there were three accidents which 
took place recently, have Government taken any measures to prevent these 
accidents and in the case of the two accidents mentioned, did Government give 
any compensation? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; There was only one accident recently this year. The 
other two took place over five years ago. They were purely due to carelessness 
on the part of the cleaners. They were purely mechanical accidents due to care- 
lessness, and not caused by electricity or anything of the kind. The man is now 
in the hospital and as soon as vve roeeivo a report from the Civil Surgeon, the 
question of compensation will be considered. The cases are all governed by the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act 

Mr, N. M. Joshi; May T know whether the opinion that this accident was due 
to carelessness was that of some Government official or a Court? 

Mr. B. E. Ookhale: The opinion of the superior officer who enquired into the 
accident. The matter did not go to court 

Haji Abdua Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth; Was the matter enquired into regularly? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; Yes. Sir 


Compensation to Injttbed Lift Cleaneb 

955. *Ha]l Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth; Will (he Secretary of the Works, 
Mines and Power Department be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that a lift cleaner of Li it No. 13 in South 
Block of the Secretariat had his hand severely injured and arm bone broken on the 
19th February 1947, as a result of an accident to the said lift; 

(b) whether, in view of the above accident Government will re-examine (heir 
reply given to my starred question No 285 on 13th February 1947, and 

(o) whether any compensation is being given to the lift cleaner mentioned 
above and whether the expense for his treatment is being paid by Government? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: (a) Yes On 19th February 1947 one Dabir Haider, lift 
cleaner, sustained injuries while cleaning Lift No 13 in the South Block Details 
of injuries are awaited from the Civil Surgeon 

(b) The question of pay referred to in the Honourable Member's question 
No. 285 of 13th February 1947 will be considered m the light of the report of the 
Pay Commission There appears to be no other point for re-consideration. 

(c) The case for compensation to the Lift Cleaner will be taken up on receipt 
of the medical report from the Civil Surgeon. Like other Government servants, 
he is being treated free of charge in the Irwm Hospital, where he was admitted 
after the accident 

Development of Indian Ship Building Industry in Bengal 

956. ♦Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah: Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber be pleased .u slate 

(a) whethi ' llie Government of India have received any representation from 
the Government of Bengal asking their help, encouragement and assistance in the 
development of Indian Shipbuilding Industry in Bengal principally under Indian 
capital, control and management , and 

(b) if so, what is the policy of Government in this respect? 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1. Ohundrigar; This question concerns the Department 
of Industries and Supplies. It has accordingly been transferred to them, and 
wDl be answered by the Honourable Member in charge of that Department. 
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967. *Maulvl Abdul Hamid Shah: Will the Honourable the Labour Member 
be pleased to state. 

(a) the number of employment exchanges opened throughout India; 

(b) the number of officers and staff employed in the various offices , 

(c) the percentage of Muslims therein, 

(d) whether officers are sent to England for traming in managerial service, and 

(e) if so, how iimiiy have been so sent and how many of them are Muslims 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Ram: (a) The total number of Employment 
Exchanges opened in British India so far is 70 

(b) The total number of Managerial and clerical staff employed m the various 
Excliauges is 233 and 888 respectively 

(c) The percentage of Muslims in the Managerial staff works out to 24 9 

per cent As regaidr. the percentage of Muslims in the clerical staff, it is 
regretted that seiiaiate figures are not available At present consolidated state- 
ments show iig the coniinunal composition of the staff in the vanoiis regions 
are i^ctivcd fiom ll\' . ] 1).. .1,^.., , lu- .re resi'Onsibl" tm ei.j. 

that the orders regarding comniunal representation are followed when making 
recruitment in the various office.s under them 

(d) Yes 

(e) So far 14 officers have been sent to the United Kingdom m connection 
with the working of employineiit exchanges Thiee of these vvcio Muslims. 

Prof. N. Or. Ranga: In view of the fact that soino labour otgnniser and officer 
connected with British Ttadc Boards .ind L.ihour Exchanges was brought here in 
order to organise these things, wlieie was (lie iicco'^sity for Govcrnnieiib to send 
these fourteen people to England for this so-called managerial office training 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Ram; We cannot keep on foreign elements 
all along and have to tram the Indian element to take up the work aftei wards 

UNSTARRED QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Auditors’ (’ertificate Rules 

82. Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt Paliwral: Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to state 

(a) whether the Articles presenbed ni the Auditors’ Certificate Rules are 
designed to give a practical expciierice of Accounts to a candidate, 

(b) the special leosons w’hy the experience of audit of (rovernment, Commercial 
and Quasi Connnercial iincleitakings is not recognised for the purjiose of enrolment 
on the Register of Aceountants maintained under the, Auditors Certificate Rules, 
when such a concession is allowed to Government Servants in Great Britain by 
the Society of Incorporated Accountants and Auditors in their bye-laws , and 

(c) whether the interests of the Accountancy profession and of the investing 
public in England are different from those in India? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Honourable Member seems to have a misoonoeption ofl the Articles of 
Association and bye-laws of the Society of Incorporated Accountants and Auditors, 
which do not allow the concession referred to Article 6 of the said Articles only 
ref^^ to the occupation of the {applicant at the time of applioatjpn Tte ftljleged 
differentiation does not fact axist- 

(c) No 
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DmMawp No. ai — D epartment of Commonwealth Relations 
Conditions of Indians Overseas 

Beth Oovlnd Daa (Central Provinces Hindi Divisions. Non-Mubammadan) ; 
Sir, I move: 

"That the demand under the head ‘Department of Commonwealth llelationg' be reducetl 
by Rs 100 ” 

On this motion I wish to discuss the problems of Indians overseas. At tbe 
very outset I wish to mention that as India is going to be free very shortly tbe 
whole problem has to be seen now from an entirely different angle Hitherto 
Indians living in this country and outside were considered to bo 
oo*'- British subjects, and whenever we wanted to get any grievances of 
Lidians living in other countries redressed we had to approach the British 
Government. We know the British Government did very little in this respect, 
out now as we aro going to be a free country we have to aee that our brethren 
living in the commonwealth and other countries enjoy the same rights, — 
economic, political and social — as those enjoyed by citizens of free countries. 

to how (hat IS to be achiovcd J wish b* innloj a few siif^gcst’ons First of all 
I wish to point out that the two departments of Commonwealth Relations and 
E.\.ternal Affairs should not be kept separate any longer Besides that they 
should be reorganised with a bcttei and bigger staff I do not want any retrench- 
ment or economy a.s far as these two departments are concerned Secondly, I 
want that our tepii'seiitativeb should be .ijipoiiited in ail those couidries wluro 
there is uu Indian population Thirdly, I want that good-will missions should 
be sent eveiy now and then Sir, it is a well loiown fact that we have very 
little mforniiition with respect to our brethren living outside India, and the 
iiifoimation that we have is also not very authentic Without full data very 
little can be done and also without real contact much can not be done. The 
suggestions that T have made will enable us to have full data of the population 
that is living abroad and we shall also be able to establish real and better 
contact 

After these general points 1 now wish very briefly to deal with some of the 
major grievances of Indians abroad With regard to South Africa I wish to eon- 
grutulate the Honourable Member for Commonwealth Relations and also the 
delegation winch was sent to the U N 0 on their great achievement Previous- 
ly this question was not dealt with in the way in which the Honourable Member 
has dealt with it and the success which we have achieved at the U N 0. is a 
unique success I do not wish to say much on this point because the today is very 
delicate No doubt the statements made by General Smuts after his return from 
the TJ. N 0 are most unsatisfactory Last year when I moved an adjournment 
motion with respect to South Africa I said that General Smuts has become very 
greedy of power in his old age, and today I feel the same as I felt then. He may 
be able to keep power in his hands in his life time because he has become very 
old : but I want to warn the white population of South Africa that if the present 
attitude of that population persists South Africa will not have any place in the 
civilised world, and as far as the UN O. is concerned they will see that they 
sro dealt vnth more severely in its next session. 

With respect to East Africa I wish to point out that the present immigration 
poliev of Kenya is most injurious to the Indians and it should be opposed. Then 
wiere are restrictions not only with regard to purchase of lands and property in 
what are called the highlands there — that is an old grievance — but even in 
hfornbassa and Nairobi where the Indians could purchase property, tdiese re8tri|e- 
tioD., have h^en imposed. Sometijing is to be done in ^his respect also. Agajp, 
( ) 
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Sir, in Tanganyika there is a scheme of development of agriculture and indus- 
tries I have received certain communications from there which show that 
Europeans, though they are m a microscopic minority in Tanganyika, are 
managing things in such a way that the Indian interests would be jeopardised; 
and I want that as far as these schemes of agriculture and industrial develop- 
m-’nt of Tanganyika are concerned they should be well scrutinised before any 
opinion in this respect is given by Government. 

With regard to Burma, the Honourable Member m reply to a question this 
morning said that as far as elections to the Constituent Assembly are concerned, 
because they are going to take place shortly, nothing can bo done now. T hope, 
Sir, that when future elections take place something will be done to see that 
Indians get the traiiehiso theie. 

Then Sir, we have also to e\an)iiie the di.«ab)lities of Indians in Ceylon, 
Malaya, Fiji, Mauritius, Trinidad, British Guiana, Jamaica, and Canada. We 
have to sec (hat the Indians who are there do get, .is I said at the outset, full 
righti of citii'en.ship 

In conclusion 1 wish to make two mote suggestions Firstly, wo should never 
demand or agitate for any exclusive ri.ghts fo. Indians lu any land We have to 
see that our lot is merged with the indigenous population of ditferenb countries, 
and they also improve with our help Secondly, we should arrange for some 
scholarships to students of both Indian community and other communities who 
are living in other countries We should call those students here and give them 
education, so that better relations may be established between this country and 
other countries not only of this generation but of future generations also. I hope 
the Honourable Member in charge of this Department will see, as he is already 
doing, to these things, so that ns soon as India becomes a free country our 
nationals abroad will also get their full rights of citizenship there 

Mr, President: Cut motion moved: 

'That the demand under the head ‘Department of Commonwealth Relatione’ be reduced 
bv Re 100 ” 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaliarlal Hehin (Member for External Affairs and 
Commonwealth llelations) The cut motion presumably is a motion of some 
kind of criticism or censure of Government. I must confess that the Honourable 
mover’s cut motion is, if it is an impeachment, a very soft impeachment, and 
personally 1 welcome it not only on this occasion but on other occasions when 
subject* dealing with Indians abroad are brought up to this House. I welcome 
these opportumties because it is right and proper that this House should take a 
lively interest in the interests of Indians abroad. They look to us, and some- 
times they look to us even more than our own people, because they are cut ofl, 
and the distance lends a. certain charm to the Indians overseas. 

I shall briefly indicate one or two matters to which reference has been made. 
First of all, the Honourable the mover asked us that the External Affairs Depart- 
ment and the Commonwealth llelations Department should not be kept separate. 
I agree, entirely with him, and I might inform him and the House that they are 
not going to be kept separate In fact they are being amalgamated. Secondly, 
he i^aid that they should he reorganised with better and larger staff to which he 
added that m this particular instance he did not wish economy to be considered 
at nil. Well, it IS not for me to say that tconomy should not be considered in 
this matter, but undoubtedly they have to be reorganized, they have tg, be 
enlarged, because thus far these departments have dealt with very limited niun- 
her of questions and with a very small number of countries. The External 
Affairs Department in effect dealt with the tribal areas and some interests in the 
Persian Gulf or round about there. It really had nothing to do with the external 
world Then it started dealing with the United Nations Organisation and some 
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Other International Conferences. Now it is spreading out to all countries and 
thuiking in terms of Embassies, Legations, Trade Agents, Consulates, etc. 
Obviously this requires a vast establis^ent and it must be enlarged. 

Then he said that we should have representatives everywhere. We agree m 
theory, but I should like the House to realize that this cannot be done quickly 
and suddenly; It takes time. The technique of it takes time — approaching 
other couutnes, gettmg their agreement, discussing the type of representative to 
be exchanged, and then choosmg the personnel, and so on. We have, as a 
matter of fact, drawn up a kind of priority list, but we find thus far that we have 
not been able to give effect to it. For instance, we had decided that within six 
months certain countries should have our representatives, and in the next six 
months some more, and so on, but we had to face a considerable number of 
difficulties and we have not been able to give effect to it thus far As a matter 
of fact, at the present moment — if I may refer for a moment to Extern.al Affairs 
— the demands made on us by various countries of Europe and America, chiefly 
South America, are such that we cannot fulfil them. Wc are not just in a posi- 
tK.u to lulfd lh..in in.niodiatcly. Tho House knows that Mr Krishna Menon 
was asked on behalf of the Government of India to visit various countries in 
Europe and to convey our greetings and express our desire for exchange of diplo- 
matic representatives He has done that work with exceeding ability and success 
indeed with so much success that we are hard put to it to follow it up, because 
almost every country which he visited has sent us sometimes vague, sometimes 
definite and formal proposals for exchange of representatives, and -it has gone 
far beyond our priority list. There is no doubt that we must have representatives 
everywhere The only question is how long it will take ua to do it, because it is 
no good at all doing it in a casual manner I am anxious that our foreign service 
should be a first class service, especially m these early days when we are laying 
the foundation of it. Later on, one can take risks in the matter, but if the 
beginning is bad and unstable then the subsequent additions to the structure are 
going to be very bad indeed. I appreciate completely, as Honourable Members 
have repeatedly pointed out, that qualifications for the foreign service are very 
stiff. Obviously the fact that a person has got a first class in the University does 
not necessarily mean that he is going to be good at a diplomatic job, nor does ill 
mean that a person who has got a second class is going to be worse than him or 
may not be better than him That is perfectly true, but situated as we are some 
kind of rough and ready tests have to be laid down for the initial stages because 
we want to avoid this watering down of the level There is no doubt that we 
shall keep good men, and we will not take men who are not so good, but some 
tests have to be laid down, and if we do not lay down those stiff tests and leave it 
to till sweet will of persons to choose them, then there is a great danger of 
personal likes and dislikes and I want to avoid that. But at some later stage we 
may reconsider this in.atter and see how far we can get suitable candidates as a 
result of other tests. The Honourable Member mentioned about goodwill 
missions sent abroad I take it that he was referring chiefly to what might be 
called the Colon. al torntones {Seth Govtnd Das. Yes), because m the other 
places there is absolutely no need to send goodwill missions, though wo may 
occasionally send a trade mission. In regard to these places we do want to send 
— we may cull them Goodwill Missions or Fact Finding Missions — anyhow mis- 
sions to keep in touch with our people there, bring us data and help in establish- 
ing closer relations with them. In fact we are thinking of having representa- 
tives there but if there is some delay in that, we might send small groups to go 
about some of these rather out of the way places and make the Indians there 
realise that we are thinking of them. Ab a matter of fact some two or three 
months ago the Commonwealth Belations Department broached this matler and 
we communicated with the Colonial Office in London in regard to establishing 
our representatives or agents in some of these colonial territories and also to send 
■oms missions. I regret to say that we have not received an answer yet in spits 
of reminders. What the delay is due to, I do not know. But normally speaking. 
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such matters these offices t^e a long time, becavus§ they mid(0 re^eroQ^e^ to 
the colonies concerned and coinmunication 1^ slow. 

Then, again, the other day a question wap asked: I think it was about 
Mauritius and unfortunately I could not give the exact figures Immediatehr 
nftcr or during the last session we wrote letters to enquire and no answer came. 
Then we sent a reminder and they said that they had not received our previous 
letter and we do not know what happened to the previous letter. Even on this 
occasion we could not give the exact information and the information we have 
in rur departments is so completely out of date that I feel very greatly ashamed 
to answer some of the questions put here So it is quite essential that we should 
have closer contacts with the Colonial territories 

In regard to the foreign service, I might say that our conception of the 
foreign service is an inclusive service, contaming in its ranks almost every 
person who represents India in any capacity, in any official or governmental 
capacity Obviously that means a diplomatic service- it means the consular 
service, it includes also trade representatives, though obviously the trade repre- 
sentatives would necessarily also deal directly with the Commerce Department 
But demonstrably it will lie one service and you cannot separate the economic 
and other matters from the diplomatic matt.er8 ^ In fact nowadays the consul’s 
work is pjinuu’ily ecoiiomic and coiiiiiuilmi and is veiy liitlo couceined with 
visas and the rest There should ihen be this general service but that service 
will deal with separate departments in order to facilitate work 

ill regard to the vaiious countries, to which leference was made, 1 do not 
want to say much about youth Africa, because this subject has come before 
this House on many occasions previously 1 should like to mention that wo pro- 
pose to do everything in our powei m .iccoid.uice vvitli the lle^olul’oii of the 
United Nations General Assembly to find a solution for the problem of Indians 
in South Afiica klueli has liappcncd in South Africa since the Resolution was 
passed, which has not been agreeable to Indian oars and which has irritated 
Indian public ojanion Nevertheless, we have leinamed silent, because we do 
not wish to create any difficulties in our path, so far as we can, in the way of 
£1 pjoper solution. That proper solution obviously can only bo on the lines of the 
United Nations Charter, on the lines which influenced the United Nations 
General Assembly to pass that Resolution, when they found that the South 
African Union Government was not acting up to the provisions of that Charter 
We ennnot accept any position of inferiority or segregation m South Africa 
Nevertheless, we are prepared to consider this question with anybody including 
the South Afiican Government, if it so chooses, because this responsibility has 
been cast upon both of us by the United Nations General Assembly We have 
waited for the last four months or more .since the passage of this Resolution in 
tlie Genera.1 Assembly of the United Nations for (he South African Government 
to take the initiative, because it was for them to take the initiative it was against 
them that the Resolution was passed: they have been acting wrongly according 
to ’the United Nations Assembly and the-y should seek to set matters nght. They 
have done no such thing yet Still I want to say to this House' and to others 
who may hcai that we are prepared to consider this question and to make every 
effort subject of course to the fundamental principles I have stated and by which 
we stand. Wo are not going to stand on any question of prestige in regard to 
talking about or discussing the matter with anybody at any time. 

in regard to East Africa, I can say very little, except that the House will 
remember that we sent a Mission headed by Kunwar Maharaj Singh last year and 
they came back with a report which bos been published. The new Immigration 
JKilis although not specifically aimed against Inmans, obviously affect Indians 
moir.e than anybody else and they coniun various very objectionable features 
W« have objected and protested to them, although I must confess that I 
reluotant aometimeB to go on objMthag and protestiiij^ wi^pui any or 
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result. I feel that our objection would be much mdfe p6wei¥ut, if we bad sdme- 
otttdr da;tiCtion behnld ua in oui* own coulitry. Obviously the main sanc^n ia 
independeiiOe. As a mtftfer of fact I may tell the House that the fact of Indian 
independence Coming has worked in two ways. Oft the ode Hand, natufally, it 
BdW taised the lAOfale of Onr own people abitoad And Oh the othef hsod, tnO otheif 
peoide realising that India ia going to be independent soon, have begun rapidly 
to take some action before India becomes independent, in order to push through' 
legislation, obviously since it might be more difficult for them to do it later on. 
So we have to face these two facts, one against the other However, we must 
deal vith this question wherever they arise In the smaller colonies like 
Mauritius Fiji and Guinea conditions are more peculiar still. Virtually they ate 
Indian colonies In some of them the majority of the population is Indian. NoW 
what is going to happen to them in future, I do not know Again tins very fact 
thai the majority of the population or a great number of them are Tnt^ns comes 
in tin way of Indians being treated fairly there, because they feel that if they 
give Indians fair treatment, the Indians would practically become the dominant 
community in that area Some of these factors are coming in the way inevitably 
and the problem will have to be solved to some extent 


There is another difficulty As soon as India is completely independent the 
question of Indian nationahtv has to be considered Is an Indian in Mauritius 
to call himself an Indian National or a Mauritius national? That will be for him’ 
to choose Many of the Indians havo lived there for three or four generations, 
for 0 hundred years or more They do not even know India they have never 
been to India That is a question for the future But this question of nationality 
is in a sense coming up now Honouiable Members should remember that 
Indians fiom Burma, Ceylon, Mauritius, Fiji and elsewhere have still not got 
out of the habit of thinking in terms of th'^r common nationality, which is ron- 
uotod by the somewhat unfortunate expression “British Subject’’. In law 
whether one was an Indian or a noii-Indian he was a British subject, whether 
ho IVES in India or in England or Fiji or Burma or Ceylon These questions did 
not arise pieviously. They are arising now, not only because India is on the 
verge of independence but even in the Dominions like 'Canada and Australia they 
aic now emphasising the aspect of Dominion nationaht.y. That is, a Canadian 
national will have certain rights which no other person will have even though 
he might be a British subject It is a kind of dual nationality which is going on 
at present This dual nationality is likely to become more and more separated 
A Canadian national will be a Canadian national and little more So also Bn> 
Australian national or a national in any other part of the British Commonwealth'. 

N'dvv, this question affects us intimately in regard to the large uunilier of 
residents in Ceylon, Burma, Malaya and anywhere else. It is very well to say 
that our people have been disfranch'sed in Burma. But is he a Burmese 
notional or not? Does ho consider himself an Indian national or is he merely 
a visitor, a sojournal in Burma, carrying on business, looking at India as his 
homeland and coming back to if’ If so it is quite natural for the Bunnese to 
think of him as a non-natioiuil and not as a Burmese national In fact everf 
single Indian in Burma, Ceylon and elsewhere will have to deride this question, 
namely, whether he wishes to continue as an Indian national or whether be 
wants to adopt the nationality of the country where he is. Naturally, even 
Indiatis who are Indian nation.als, if they remain in Bnnn.a must lie tieat”d 
properly and must have all rights That is a ditfe'ent matter But if lie is an 
Indian national he cannot claim all the rights, voting etc., of the Bm'rnCso 
national. He has no right, if he is an Indian national, in that limited sense 
<0 claim the right to frame the constitution of Burma just as we would strongly 
object to non-Tndi.ans framing the constitution Of Indirt It is an identical 
position 
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Wow, tue dLlricuii/_y aribcu lu llurma owing to the fact that no choice haa 
been given and no division has been made. Por my part I will be quite satis- 
fied li every Indian was given a chance of saying freely whether he wants to be 
an Indian national or whether he would be a Burmese national. If he saya 
I want to be a Bunnese national ’ he should be accepted as such If he says 
that ho wants to remain an Indian national, then he has no further demand for 
franchise, of voting privilege there. He has other claims which no doubt 
should bo siippoited At the present moment in Huima undoubtedly the quali- 
fication laid dov\u for voting for tho Coustituoiit Assembly there has been un- 
fortunate. It limits Indians greatly though not so greatly as Honourable 
Members may think. But it does limit them very considerably. Since wa 
heard about it we protested May I also mention one other faet to this House 
in this connect on? In all such matters when we deal with Ceylon or Burma or 
with any other sirnilaily situated country we have given up the habit of pro- 
testing to the Governor or to the British Government We do not go to the 
Colonial Gffice or to some office in London to protest against the Burmese or 
the Ceylonese Goveinment If we protest, we protest to the Burmese Govern- 
ment or to the Ceylonese Government. We do not want to make others our 
judges or arbitrators between ns two. Therefore, we carred this matter 
formally and informally to the Burmese Government — to the Chief Minister 
and other Miinstf^rs We dtseiisscd at length with them and they told us that 
they felt that nn iniiistice had been done when this statement was made in 
London They mstnietod their law officers and they said "It has become 
practicallv impossible for ns m the course of the next six weeks or so to make 
any effective and radical changes in this matter, but wc do assure you" — (and 
this assurance was given in public) — "that this thing will not cover the fran- 
chise *''r Trdiavve 41vs \To,v roTvetitii+ion wbrnb wo cbnH coooidor fuliv with 
you and with your representatives" I might mention that this matter was 
very ably liund'cd by our Itepiesentatiyo in Rangoon, Dr Rauf, and he is con- 
tunnllv pursuing it Although this unfortunate decision has been taken thu 
atlifude of the Burmese Government-- of the pilne.pa! llioic — has 

been extreinely fneiidly and co-operative in (.his .and other matters That is 
a pleasant change from the old attitude we were used to in I’egard to Burma. 

One other matter, Sir. The Honourable Mover mentioned that we should 
never demand any extianeous nghts for Indians in any of these countries. 
That has been our policy and that is going to be our policy. We are wholly 
convinced that it will be entirely wrong and objectionable for us to demand, 
say, in any African temtorv any rights which would be to the disadvantage of 
ihe Africans there. The rights of Airicans must come first in Africa just as the 
rights of Indians must come first in India. As a matter of fact there has been a 
very happy change in the relation of Indians in Africa with the people of Africa 
There has been growing co-operation between them in their respective demands 
and their work. 

Then, in regard to scholarships I think the Education Deparment has 
already arranged for some scholarships from East Africa to East Africans who 
come to India. We are thinking of encouraging Indiana in those territories 
also to come to India — some selected students — and to offer them scho'arships 
for higher or technical education. In effect I believe that whatever the Hon- 
ourable Mover wanted us to do has either been done by us or is in tho process 
of being done. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaffer (Bombay Southern Division: Muhammadan Rural): 
Sir, I rise to support the motion so ably moved by my Honournble friend Seth 
Govird Das I would not like to take much of the time of the House beToro we 
d'sperse especially because tho Honourable Mover has covered a wide field uud 
nothing much remains to be said by mo 
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1 would like to point out that the position of Indians overseas, particularly 
m those islands which are far away in the Far East and other places ts indeed 
deplorable Ijet those Indians far away from us reahze and feel that the 
Government of India and Indians m India do remember them, do realize their 
difficulty and that they are iully .alive to do their best to see that their grie- 
vances are redressed and that ther <-ondiiio-s aie improved It is indeed a 
very good idea to establish trade and cult'iral connections with those coun- 
tries. I for one feel that especially those Indians from overseas who are now 

m India dionid he al^m.-d (<. mmI llu. s l'o> irmtanee I know th.it 

there are in India so many Indians who have been in Japan during the period of 
the war and they are nou unable to go tlier^ Tlieie .ire si veral restnetions in 
then 'I'lic lesti letioii'- ‘•limdd bn 'nnnnved Whatever tbe, reasons may 

be, Indians who are now in India who have been there, or those Indians who 
are in India .ml have then- rebitinns them and want to ' isit those countries, 
should be nl’owed to visit those countries. 

Secondly, Sir, the idea of sending goodwill missions is indeed a good one. 

I personally see no objection why this mission should not be sent as this will 
help to solve some of the difficulties. I am sorry that the Honourable Member 
in charge is absent. I personally feel that these missions should not be mere 
pleasure-trip missions. The Honourable the Leader of the House Las said that 
the Maharaj Singh Beport has been published No doubt the difficulties are 
there But the matter should be pursued further and further until such time as 
the grievances are redressed The matter should not rest there; it should be 
pursued. 

Thirdly, in those countries where we have no Representatives at the moment, 
especially far away places where there are lot of Indians I fully agree that 
Indian Representatives should bo appointed I would not like to go into much 
details as to who should be appointt'd, p.ailiculaily because this question has 
be -ill fully considered the other day m a Resolution which was moved m the 
Council of State. But I do feel if noii-officials are to be appointed it is but fair 
and neeessarv for tbe Government of India to see that repicsenlaLivcs from all 
parties m the country are appointed to these posts I am indeed very glad that 
the Honourable Member in charge is doing everything he can to ameliorate the 
condition of Indians overseas I heartily congratulate him. I do hope and feel 
that he would see that the matters go further on and that the position of Indians 
is much better than what it has been in the past. Sir, I support the motion. 

Some Honourable Members: Tbe question be now put. 

Mr. President: The question is; 

“That th# queation be now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Seth Oovind Das: In view of tbe very satisfactory reply of the Hoswurabls 
Member in charge, I withdraw this motion. 

The cut motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 


Demand No. 54 — Broadcasting 
Working of the Broadcasting Station at Peshawar 

Khan Abdul G-hani Khan (North-West Frontier Province: General): Sir, I 
move: 

"That the demand under the head ‘Broadcasting be reduced by Rs. 100." 

Before we proceed to consider this motion I would like to point out that 
we Pathans are almost 95 per cent, illiterate. Therefore the only way to edu- 
cate us IS through our ears. The Pathans have an all round love for music 
and they would travel ten miles on foot through outlaw infested country to 
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listen to a concert Therolore he is more et the mercy of the A.I.B. than any- 
body else An illilerutc man has a very attentive ear and a very retentive 
memory. Therefore to us the Broadeabting Station is really an oral University. 
Its effects on our life and actions are much moie important than m the rest of 
India, hceaube the rest of India can read also .md we can only hear. The 
Provincial Grovernment has supplied thousands of free radio Sets to Village# in 
hrdar to bring the light into their homes and h.is thus made the Broadcasting 
Station a live force m our eMstonoe Yet how does the A T 11 deal wBh them. 
We have a station m Peshawar th.it is good enniigli to give broadcasts in 
Pushtu for four hours out of a total of 1 1 V hoiiis of broadcasting Those four 
hours include news .also and wliat does this station hroade ist in these four 
hours. Sir, the Peshawar Station is a Punjabi colony Almost all the 
officials are Puniabis who do not know how to say ‘flood morning' in Pushtu. 
They have a cordial contempt for the Pushtu language, and for the Pathan. 
They do not know how to fill in these fom lioins .ind who (an bkime them 
The novernment of India has '■ent them hceanse t’lev have nowhere else to 
solid them Tlicv have got lobs and thev must lie provrh'd for .md the fact 
that they do not know Pushtu is sad Ind ’t c.mnot he lie'ped The Peshawar 
station talks not only to us in the Frontier but also to the million tribesmen in 
in th ! tribal territory, also 8 million Pathans in Afghunistari. The Peshawar 
Station is inhabited by officers who would faint if you took thorn nutsde the bar- 
bed wire that surrounds the cantonment and surely we deserve better treatment 
than tins at Mour h.inds Wh.it is the result of this fou'ign invasion on our 
music It s fiightfiil Could T be cNpi-eted to gi\(> tbe Madrasis an excellent 
rnusieul ptogiMiiune'’ A’ou s\\it<di on Pesb.iv.ii on oiir ladio and mui expect to 
hear something that will express the staunch and rugged soul of the Pathans, 
WliU, do vn". h..,r m-tcMd''' \ Puneibi r.iet.i (Jnrbo simpng Pah' Pulnli with 
a v.uiida' of sipii eks .uid veils that remind us of sju-ing and piipinos I would 
request the TTonournblo Member for Information and Broadcasting to deliver 
us from tb(‘ d'Uiemg girls of Lahore Tbe sooner tbe better 

Mr, President; The Honourable Member can continue his speech after 
Tninch 

Tlu' \ss('inhlv then adjommxl foi Luiicti till Quatlei Past 'I'wo of the 
Clock 

Tbe Assembly re-asscmbled after Lunch at Quarter Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President ('I'he Honourable Mr G. V Mavalankar) in the Chair 

Khan Abdul Ohani Khan Bir, I stopped just when I requested the Honour- 
able the Home Member to deliver us from the dancing girls of Lahore. If 
the A.I.B. 18 bent on stomping a national colour on every province of India, 
then we would not mind provided a few hours of Pushtu and a few Pathans are 
sent to every station in India and give a few hours of broadcasting from there. 
But if you mean to talk in the language of the people who listen to you, then 
it is senseless to send Punjabis to us, station for Pathans You might just as 
well depute Mr. Lallubhai to teach Arabic to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad. It 
is not funny, it is tragic There is only one officer in the Peshawar station 
who is a Pathan and he is a very insignificant Programme Assistant. The 
Director and his Assistants, though per/ectlv educated and highly musical, 
know as much about the Pathans and their language as I know about the hip- 
popotamus and his grunts. 

Allow me to repeat what I said to Sir Akbar Hydari when he was Member 
for Information and Broadcasting last year. The, fact that I can repeat the 
same to a Member of a popular Government is bad enough I had *aid that 



GENERAL BUDGET — LIST OF DEMANDS • 1^31 

you may have au outsider for roads or planning or engineering or industry but 
you cannot have an outsider for music and propaganda. They are so deep and 
subtle and such an intimate part of the history and growth of race that no out* 
aider, however, gifted he might be, can ever dare to understand them. In the 
name of ordinary human decency, may I appeal to the Member for Broadcas* 
ting to spare us If he cannot turn the Peshawar station into an interpreter 
of our culture and a teacher of our principles of living, then he must shut it 
down. The money could be better spent on agriculture or drainage. It 
would be far better for the Pathans to have cabbages instead of errotic eipedi* 
tions to throw the wor'd m warm flesh and country liquor I am not asking 
S'ardar Patel for the moon I am only objecting to a cross between Mary 
Stopes and Bibi Nurjahan being circulated all over the province as a model 
women for the Pathans to follow, love and worship It the Government of 
India feels it necessary to speak to us and also to present a picture of our hfe 
and history to the world, let it provide for a true representation. Though the 
beautiful dancing girls of Lahore and the hiccouping masters of Indian classio 
are no more representatives of the Pathans than the lusty braying of a donkey 
is a picture of the song of the nightingale, I do not mean to pretend that our 
music and life is an essence of culture and refinement, but I do submit that 
the picture distributed by the A.I.Il., Peshawar is not a true picture but a 
crooked and twisted lie. We expect better things than this from a National 
Government Let the Pathans run their station for better or for worse. Let 
them speak like Pathans Let it be put down as a basic principle by the In* 
formation Department that the Director of any station should be chosen from 
the people who will have to listen to the staiion In the Centre you can have 
a cosmopolitan staff. The Centre station has an exclusive audience, but the 
provincial stations go to the villagers and the villager must know what the 
Radio is talking about before it begins to do him any good, 

We really must change the old system It will hurt some people and will 
harm some people, some of them may lose their jobs, but we must get out of 
this old senseless rut not only in this department but everywhere else. 

I have another grouse too. In the plan of expansion for the A. I R. they 
have made a provision for broadcasts of Persian Persian and Afghan Persian 
for Iran and Afghanistan respectively This illustrates the utter stupidity of 
the person who drafted the plan The official language — the court language — 
of Afghanistan is Pushto and the language of 8 million Pathans is Pushto. 
Persian is spoken by the Persians and the Perisian snobbish aristocracy of 
Kabul, a transplantation of Nadirshah. What is the point of forgetting 8 
million Pathans in Afghanistan and 8 mi'lion Pathans outside it and bringing 
a programme solely for 'a few hundred over-fed Persian sardars. ‘Afghan 
Persian’, the very name is stupid It is like saying English English and 
Madrasi English, or, as the Madrasi put it when he said that there are two 
vaneties of cows, the bull cows and the cow cows. So, Afghan Persian should 
be eliminated from the 8 year plan and its place given to Pushtu. Every 
member of the Delhi-Pushtu section and the Peshawar Station must be a 
Pa than, except, of course, the technicians. 

The third and t.he most important point is that the Peshawar station mult 
speak Pushtu. We do not want to get embroiled in your Hindi-Urdu Jhagra. 
When you finally become the proud possessor of one language, we will give it 
the place of honour in our programme But until then let us broadcast 
Pushtu, a language that is understood by Hindus, Muslims, and Sikhs alike 
on that side of the Indus. I am not asking the Honourable Member for a 
favour but the barest of j'ustioe I know he is a villager just as I am a viUa* 
ger. Bardoli and Hashnagar are the two places that put the most magnificent 
peasant struggles for the liberation of In^a. I am only asking him to think 
of that peasant not only in Bardoli but also in Peshawar. 
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The city people of India have cinemas, circuses, theatres, processions, 
public meetings, to entertain them. The only thing that reaches the villager 
is the Eadio The spoken word education as against the written word educ- 
ation is an essential and very important means of education and especially go 
in a predominantly illiterate country like India As I said, the city people 
have many things including comfortable things like central drainage, tarred 
roads and electricity, but this one source of entertainment, this instrument ot 
education, should be used chiefly for the benefit of the villagers of India. If 

jou admit that India lives in her villages and not in her cities, you will see 

that my request is not so unreasonable I want the Peshawar station to 
speak the language of the people who listen to it How can a teacher run a 
school when he cannot understand the language of his pupils? The usual 
plea of the A I.R. is that among the senior staff there is no one who knows 
Pushto. We are supposed to console ourselves with the fact that the present 
Director has had Pathan ancestors in the distant hoary past T say send a 
Bengali or a Gujrati there who knows the language and the people I do not 
want a Pathan I want a man there w'ho will speak the language and who 

will krow' tl e people If Sardar Fatel does rot agree with me, then he ought 

to appo nt me (he Diicclor of Madias Radio Station I am as well educated as 
anv of his Direclon- with flhanfiiiihciaii thrown in and T am as great a master 
of Tamd ,as our pie.senl Director is of Pushto So wIkut is the difficiiltv'-’ I 
am sorry to have to drag this unfortunate Director. He is not a personal 
enemy of mine, I rather like him. Ho plays on the Tabla bcantifullv and 
h> is a very lemarkable singer. But he does not know Pushto in spite of 
his Pathan ancestors His immediate assistants are just the same They 
are little geniuses, no doubt, but they are from Madras or Bengal or Punjab 
or Roraowhere else I would request the Honourable Member to give the 
Pathan a chance After all wc have shown more political intelligence than 
the rest of India during the last twenty years Except Hazara who are not 
Pathans, and were connected to us like an appendix, because the delicate 
rulers of the Frontier wanted a hill station where they could escape from the 
heat of Peshawar sun and the Pathan temper into a heavan of files and pines 
This appendix. Sir, has been septic from the day it was born and when all the 
province is in the Congress Hazara is in the Muslim League ff all the pro- 
vince has no tiols, Hazara must have one or two. If we have a riot today, 
Hazara will join the Unity conference tomorrow. If we join the Muslim 
I/cague, tomonow Hazara will come and take the oath of non-violence at the 
feet of Mahatma Gandhi day after tomorrow. I am grieved to see that the 
septic tonsil has induced a fever in the body of the Pathans But the Pathans 
arc of rugged build and will get over it in spite of the, appendix May I take 
this opportunity of appealing to the Muslim League to 'stop this senseless move- 
ment in the Frontier which they are trying to pass of as a movement for civil 
liberty. It has degenerated into merely an organised communal riot If you 
have a message to give to the Pathans it is better that you give it in a language 
that they understand and that it is given by one of their own people. It is as 
important to know whom you are talking to as it is to know whnt yon are 
talking about 

The Pesbawai; station speaks to you, very important neighbours, the trans- 
frontier tribes and Afghanistan. The Peshawar station is a more important 
and more effective ambassador of India than any you would send to Kabul. It 
deservt-f, a little attention though it is far away from Delhi and can boast of 
only one vote m this House. Sir, I move this Cut Motion If T do not get 
a satisfactory reply from the Honourable Member, I will not withdraw my Cut 
Motion. The millions of Pathans who have sent me here certainly deserve 
more attention than one Party Whip if it is listened to. If th^ Party Whip 
alone is to be listened to all the time, there is no meaning in the word demo- 
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cracy in India. The Honourable the Home Member has proved himself a 
reasonable, wise and sympathetic man in spite of his reputation to the contrary. 

I hope he will see the justice of this Cut Motion and remove the cause instead 
of removing the Cut Moti®n out of his way Sir, I move 

Mr. President; Cut motion moved: 

"That the demand under the head *Bioadcasting be leducej by Ra 100 

Tlie Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (Member for Home and 
Information and Broadcast'iig). Sir, it is a matter of great satisfaction that the 
All India Eadio is attracting greater and greater attention, much more so that 
it has attracted so much attention even in the remotest province of < North 
West Frontier Now, whether the Honourable Mover withdraws his Cut 
Motion or not, 1 promise him that his speech, at least the substance of it, 
will be reported in Pushtu bulletion today Now, avoiding humourous similes 
and irielevancies, I shall say that his complaint can be divided into two parts, 
firstly that enough time has not been given for the Pushtu language and that 
the staff of the Broadcasting station is not indigenous or that all the staff are 
not Pathans His apprehen.sioif is that the onslaught of the neighbouring Pro- 
vmee in the matter of staff as well as language and culture and perhaps some- 
thing else also winch 1 shall not enunieiate here f can only say that 
the appointmoiit of h gher officers, t.e , the higher appointments — aie nil made 
on nil all India basis Poihaj's he forgets tli.it the officer in charge of the All 
India Eadio was a man from the Frontier for neailv 12 years I do not knowr 
whether anybody complained that the All India Eadio was ruled h,v a Frontier 
man up to now Tf the sub-staton of Pcslinwai was neglected it was neglec- 
ted during the time of the Frontier man Therefore he can have no grievance 
against the Interim Government Now, we have also a Director of the 
Bombay Station who is also a Frontier man We have now on the staff in - 
the Frontier, a Director who is Frontier born T do not know' w liether he reco® 
gnists him ns a Patban or not. hut he is a Frontier man 

Khan Abdul Gthanl Khan He was born in Gujrat, he pretends to be a 
Pathan hut he is really a Punjabi. 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbbai Patel: Now, we have not yet passed 
any law about naturalisation of the Frontier Indian Naturalisation law is 
yet to be enacted But on our record w^e find that Mr. Niazi, the head of 
tLe Frontier Broadcasting Station is a Frontier man. You just coax him to 
learn Pushtu Get a good man as his teacher. We shall ask him to take 
some tuition from you and we will see if after six months’ trial, he does not 
prove himself to be qualified in Pushtu or certified by you as a qualified man 
fit ti be placed in charge of Peshawar station. If he does not prove his merit 
in Pushtu, we shall have to transfer him Besides the Director, there are 
eight Programme Assistants. Out of eight Programme Assistants, two are 
non-Pushtu speaking, and three are Pushtu speaking Programme Assistants. 
There are three vacancies for which orders have been passed that Pushtu 
speakiug people alone should be appointed. So, out of eight Programme 
Assistants, we shall have six Pushtu speaking Programme Assistants They 
are really the men that matter so far as the common people are concerned. 

Now, about the time, well up to now, there were three hours given to 
Pushtu out of a programme of nine hours 45 minutes. Now according to the 
recent orders which have been published in a Press Note on the language ques- 
tion which was discussed the day before yesterday, 50 per cent of the pro- 
gramme is given to Pushtu. Therefore ample time will be provided for this 
purpose. After that there should not be much grievance. I may also add 
that the programme published according to the recent Press Note has been 
fixed in consultation with the Frontier Province Government. They have ac- 
cepted it in toto and if "they have endorsed it. I think my Honourable friend 
should have no grievance. Besides this the Frontier Government have been 
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asked to get into touch w ith us in the matter of news bulletins and porgrammes. 
If they have any complaint they have simply to write to us. Besides that 
also, the Frontier Publicity Officer has been asked t<i keep in touch with the 
All India Eadio, and to send his complaints telegraphically. But although 
my Honourable friend here is so much vocal, the Frontier Government never 
speaks and never answers any calls. 

Khan Abdul Ohani Khan: The Publicity Officer is not a Pathan and he is 
in the same boat as the Director. 

The Honourable Sardar VaUabbhai Patel; He may not be a Pathan. But 

he is s6 pathanised that he also does not say anything in reply to our communi- 
cations. If my Honourable friend has any grievance, he has simply to move 
the Frontier Government and send his complaints to us and these eomplainta 
will bo promptly attended to If any more complamts are there he has simply 
to write to us, because the Frontier Pathan is easily satisfied and pleased with 
little things and small gestures are enough for him. So he will have no com- 
plaint so far as the radio is concerned; if he sends in a complaint it will be 
imini'diately attended to. But he must understand that the appointments 
are made under certain rules. We cannot make appointments straightaway; 
we have to go through the procedure of the rules and through the Public Servi- 
ces Commission We cannot remove and dismiss the old staff. Since I have 
taken charge I have heard numerous complaints about the staff of the broad- 
casting stations. Some say they are almost all Muslims, others say that the 
Muslim proportion is not enough Some say that Urdu culture is feeing smo- 
thered while others say Hindi culture is being smothered. Some say Kana- 
rese is not given a place at all and if Pushtu is given a place Kanarese should 
be given preference and priority. I have promised priority to Kanarese and' 
*0 others may have to wait for some time It is a difficult proposition to 
piease all. We have an eight-year programme for the expansion of broad- 
casting facilities all over India. Even so we have complaints as to which 
station should be taken up first It is very difficult to satisfy all. But il 
makes us glad to see that people are taking greater interest in broadcasting 
facilities and we shall do our best to satisfy all the legitimate desires and 
demands of the people. And now as I have promised the Honourable Member 
that the substance of his speech will -be broadcast today in Pushtu I hope he 
will withdraw his motion. *■ 

JEhan Abddul Ohani Khun Sir, it is not because of the promise that my 
speech will be broadcast in Pushtu but because of the promise that he will give 
the Director six months and then remove him if he is found unsatisfactory thai 
I beg leave of the House to withdraw my motion. 

The Cut motion was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 


Demand No. II — Cabinet 
General policy of the Defence Department 
Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions' Non-Muhammadan 
Rural)' Sir, I move; 

“Thttfc the demand under the head ’Cabinet’ be reduced by Re 100.” 

On this motion I wish to discuss the general policy of the Defence Depart- 
ment. 

It is rightly said that the fortunate ones who dabble in public affairs pass 
through three stages; first they are agitators when they are confined to the 
Nhustings and the street corners: then they become politicians when they join the 
position in a legislature ; and at last they flower out into statesmen when they 
W the Government benches. The Finance Member and the Defence Member 
\ successfully and comparatively comfortably passed ' through all these 
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stages unlike others on their as well as other sides of the House. And now when 
they are statesmen they find themselves in a safe position and they utter all 
sorts of threats in this House and outside. Yesterday we had the unseemly 
sight of even a person like our respected and Honourable friend the Supply 
Member losing his temper at some remarks made by some members of the 
House which he was speaking because those others were not feeling at one with 
him in all that he was saying. 

Then, Sir, you will remember and the House Mill reinember, that on one 
occasion in the course of the many speeches that he has delivered on his finan- 
cial proposals, the Finance Member also got his wind up and said, “I am not 
goint to be threatened ; I am not going to be hustled , I am not going to withdraw 
any of the proposals that I am making ” And I was wondering how it is that 
Nawabzada Liaquat Ali Khan whom 

An Honourable Member: He is not Nawabzada now, plain Mr. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: In my province a person is called a Nawab not only be- 
cause he has received a title from Government but because it is an affectionate 
expression for all good and great men And then retainers and others like 
myself call their minor sons Nawabzadas! 

Now, Sir, as one who has known the Nawabzada — or Mr whatever he likes 
to call himself — for a good long tune and known him as a perfect gentleman as 
in the manner born, I was rather surprised when he used such threatening 
language, and I wonder how it is that he uses that languge And when T found 
that in this budget he has reserved 188 crores worth of men and material to 
force his wishes down the throats of this House and of the world outside, I 
realised how and why he could change both his manners and his opinions. And 
I can assure Honourable Members in whose .salaries — and if not in salaries at 
least in travelling allowances — I want to make a cut of Fs 100 — and who have 
honoured me by being absent this afternoon showing the importance tliat thev 
plac'> on a cut like this — that they need not indulge in anv tin eats at all, 
that we are here witli them more or less and that we are willing to help them 
if they want to be helped and that they should not forget then own opinions 
that thev o-\pressed in the past not then own expeiienees 

iS.ir, the present Government loves to cull itself a Cabinet, that word has 
been officially apiiroved of and -appears m the budget papers, and in fact it 
appears even in my cut. If it is a Cabinet why does it not depend on the vote 
of this House rather than upon the army? Why is all 
this expenditure non-\oted? Why is it' all tlneateningly punted 
in italics showing to the vvoild and to us that wc cannot interfere with a pie of 
it? I say the ))roof of the pudding is in the eating, and if politic.il parties are 
tod.ay clamouring to be given doniinion status and to be treated as a dominion 
Government, lot the Government that repiesents them be bold enough to come 
to this House and say “We will regard every vote that you give as a vote of * 
confidence, and if you do not want any expenditure to be incuned we shall agree 
to it ’’ Why ask to be dominion Government and say you are a Cabinet res- 
ponsible to the people and responsne to public opinion, and then take shelter 
behind the bad law under wdiich wo are luled and .say that the whole thing is 
non -voted ^ 

That is a thing that I cannot understand All this bloated budget is supposed 
to be due to the bad legacy of the war, but the war was not our war and this 
Government consisting of parties (hat definitelv declared themselves against that 
war, should come forward and say that as that war was not their war therefore 
they are not bound with the liabilities and the commitments that were made by 
those whose' war it was, and tJiat they will not. be responsible for the meeting 
of those liabilities and the fulfilling of those commitments. Let those whose 
war it was, meet the difficulties and pay for them. I think Sir, it is npto this 
Government to repudiate all those liabilities and to claim to be an independent 
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State. If this war had been our war Mr. Churohill, as the Prime Minister of 
England, would not have declared from the housetops that he was not there to 
preside over the liquidation of his Empire and that he meant to keep that 
itmpiro. The war was fought at least so far as his country went for the 
maintenance of the Empire and for continuing their holdup on the world, and 
therefore it is not we who should be made to pay for it. 

If any proof was wanted as to whether we did or did not regard this war as 
ouis, we have only to recall the events of 1940 when we were asked to go and 
proclaim in the public streets, in town and country alike, that to give a man or 
a rupee to this war was as a sin, and in consequence so many of us had to go for 
long periods in jail simply because we said these words in public. If that is 
not proof enough of the fact that this war was not our war, 1 do not think any 
one could bring forward another proof more convincing or forceful. It is a pity 
that those who go about in other lands as our Ambassadors or our Agents 
or our Eepresciitatives now refer to our so called sacrifices in this war and on 
the basis of those supposed sacrifices, ask for many favours and many privileges. 
We cannot build up the edifice of our freedom on falsehoods, and if we were 
against this war our representatives everywhere should declare that that war was 
none of our seeking .and that we were against that war. 

The English Chancellor of the Exchequer, Dr Hugh Dalton has been saying 
that he is going to present a formidable bill to us for having fought our war, 
for having defended us Whenever we raise our claim for the sterling balances, 
he wants to threten us by saying that he has even a heavier counter-claim to 
make T do not know how the tlovernment is going to meet it, but T should 
say that the war was not our war in any sense and that we weie not defended 
by them in any way In fact we were crushed, wo wore humbled, our leaders 
were sent to long terms of imprisonment; and the w’hole country laid low under 
their iron heal Any one who knows the true history of India from 1942 to 
1945 wall bear me out wlien I say that, and to proclaim that they defended 
us Is a travesty of facts Wc were smothered, we were ruined, w'o were not 
defended. 

Let us look at the budget Formerly our defence budget used to be of an 
average of 46 crores per year In 1938-1939, which was the last budget cir- 
culated before yesterday, the budget is of 50 crores. Today it is 188 crores 
The figuic shows that the effective services require 192 crores and the non- 
effective about 12 crores, making a total of 204 crores There is a sum of 15 
crores which are expected as receipts, thus the tot.il net expenditure comes to 
188 crores Formerly also we had to pay about 58 per cent of the revenue to 
the Army and today also the same proportion is being kept up Out of 324 
crores wv lia\e to pay 188 crores. 

^ I know there is this trouble of inflation, I know there are heaps of currency 
notes floating idiout; there is a lot of artificial money Therefore I shall fix jour 
attention and the attention of the House on the proportion The proportion is the 
same today ns it was before Russia and America arc suspected of having 
imperialistic designs in the coming world Russia’s expenditure is 18 per cent.' 
only today of its gross revenue on the Army, and the United States is going to 
spend 33 per cent, of its gross revenue on its forces If these dwo countries 
can do with such small proportions for their revenue for expenditure on their 
defence, I cannot see why India c.annot do with less than 60 per cent. In the 
six years of the war, instead of 300 crores that we. might have ordinarily spent, 
we actimlly spent 2000 crores of rupees I ask. Sir. can a poor country stand 
this expenditure’ 

Tt has -been the demand of our leaders through the decades that the ex- 
penditure on the Armv was much too much, and it is time that when the 
representatives of the people are in power, they should see to it that the 
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expenditure on the Army is considerably decreased. The other day I ventured 
to Eisk the Defence Secretary as to what the soldiers like when he said that 
soldiers do not like to be summoned to help in civil commotion. He then 
threatened to read out a whole list of the duties of soldiers as his reply to my 
querry. 1 was not asking what the soldier’s duties were. I was asking what do 
the soldiers liked to do, for we know that duty is something which we have 
to do whether we like it or not, and most of us do not like our duties, fio 
duty is a harsh expression. 

I wanted to know what the soldiers like to do and tiie whole thing came 
out in the course of an answer to a question and the supplementaries to which 
ho was subjected. It was the case of an assault made on a club in Jhansi by 
some soldiers, and he confessed then that they arrived there ‘ in a merry mood’. 
That IS what the soldier likes, that is not Ins duty, I take it it is his pleasure. 
And then, Sir, fiom his reply — and I am rather cute at these things — 1 gathered 
this' the soldiers go there, they see two girls dancing together, they do not 
like that, and make an assault, because the European system of dancing 
requires, as far as 1 know and a.s fur as 1 have seen, that a man and 
a W'oninn should dance together and not two members of the same sex They 
naturally saw no justilication for two giils to d.uice together The scene upset 
the soldiers for they said that instead of theii dancing together, the two should 
detach themselves from each other and dunce separately instead with two of 
themselfcs As the girls did not like that, tlieie wa.s all that trouble 

Ileally we do not need this extraordinary expend ture on the army We 
know that there is a tremendous amount of wast'ige in the army, that the 
standards of life of oiir soliders is made artificialy high, tliat it is not in koejiing, 
with the oidmary standards of life as lued in India md m the classes from 
which they are diawn Therefore wt‘ feel that th(> expenditure should be cur- 
tailed considerably 

Thi're is another thing tli.it the soldier likes and that is the parade The 
other (la\ there was a parade, where (Jeoige <’ro.sses weie given to some per- 
sons who, J feai, weio imw'oithy of receiving them We shall have more on 
the subject when we come to a (piestion alimit it. But between parades and 
dancing vve feel that vve cannot afford to spend 188 crores 

I m.ay be asked what aie yonr definite, coiicreate proposals, as member? 
of the Cloveriiment are very pioiie to ask First of all we should have peace 
w'lth the world, We should declare that everv other country is our friend We 
should sign treaties of peace with every one That is the first thing that I 
should do Then I should have conscription I should call ujion every adult 
man and woman to undergo certain definite military training, so that he or she 
may be ready in any emergency to Iielj) not only m eivil commotion but also to 
defend the country against external aggression I sav that T should put down 
roughly 20 crores for the standing arinv and 20 crores for conscription 

I am not going to make the budget of expenditure before T look at the income. 
I shall find out w'hat my income is before T embark on expenditure That is 
what an ordinary prudent householder would do that is what anv prudent 
state should also do We shall do as much as we can w’ith and under these two 
sets of 20 crores That would bring down oiir expenditure at once from 188 
crores to 40 crores It is no good first of all saying “I will build myself a 
palace” and then going about looting innocent people in order that that palace 
might be built That is not the w'av m which I would go about the business. 
That is the surest wav to ruin It is the rake’s progress and that must be 
stopped. 

I therefore feel that if we went about the business in a sensible, common- 
sertse ipanner, we can balance the budget We can also fit the people to take 
care of themselves We can defend our eoimtrv against internal commotion 
and external aggression Th is no good expanding an.d ever expanding depart- 
ments of Government It is no good making it impossible for anyone outside 
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.Government service to live. The whole endeavour seems to me to expand 
government services, to create new departments and never to abolish any 
dpartments, even if they are useless. That is why all these expenses have been 
going to this unmanageable, unthinkable, unfathomable and unoheckable ex- 
^emes. 

We want in our country independent professions also. They are the salt 
of the earth. It is not only the government servant that counts it is the non- 
government servant who has also a definite position And the way Government 
is going IS only leading to a desire on the part of every one to join some one 
department of the government or the other liet not the soldier be ci mercenary, 
who in the words of Bernard Shaw, ‘is hired to be shot’? Let him be a soldier 
who loves his country, who is willing to lay down his life for his 
8 p It country, who la not fighting for the few rupees that he gets but who 
serves in the army because of the inherent affection that he has for 
the land of his birth That is the way in which you can call up from 
human nature the best that there is in it 

You have got the example of the Indian National Army They did not 
fight so well when they fought only for money But when they became 
soldiers of a national army, they put their heart and soul in their fight and lived 
almost on starvation diet and did their very best to win the lost independence 
of their country. That is an example before us We do not want every one 
to become a government servant 

My Honourable fnend the Supply Member yesterday was defending his 
subordinates in the service lie said that every one of them has so many 
sons, grandsons and relatives That is the way in which the Government is 
trjiiig to rope ni every one" that is the old system If a person joined a 
political party, let us say, then a local official would come and threaten to 
do some harm to some distant relative of his who was m govoinment service 

That IS the way in which Goveniinent has roped in most of our people 
About 2 per cent of our people. I understand, are already iii Government 
8erviC3 and with oiir large families, unfortunatel.\ , they c.m count about 20 
times as many in the fonn of dependents and other who are also dependent on 
government service In this way masses of our jieople, are dependent upon this 
Government That is not the way in which a people can prosper 1'hat is 
not the way m which we can find our feet in this world I say this defence 
expenditure is monstrous it must be cut-down it must be stopped Wo must 
not, at least os far as lies in our power, allow mote than 40 crores to be 
spent on the defence services We must beware of the tentacles that the 
Government is spreading in order to catch us all and lead us to virtual slavery 

With 188 crores out of our revenue of 3*21 crores going to the army, what 
Would be left for the development of all those services w’hich help to build 
up the nation^ What is the amount that they are going to spend on education, 
what on medical relief How can they spend aiivthing on these services, 
when the octopus -of the army is over present to devour every thing that we 
can make The Honourable tlic Finance- Member said that ho was going to 
help the poor In this budget I see nothing that would help the poor He is 
attempting to bal.mce the budget by inflicting more and more taxation and 
bringing more and more people to rum That is not the way to do things 
properly and well 

If he would only make up his mind that he can get out of people without 
inflicting any harm on them only so many crores of rupees, then he can safely 
go about spending those crores of rupees on various departments of government. 
I can assure him and assure every one of his colleagues, that he can do 
nothing so long as he allows 188 crores, t<hat is 60 per cent, of the whole of the 
State re\enne, to go into the arm.v If he thinks that in the years to come he 
Would be .able to contract the army, th.at he would be able to spend less and 
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less on the army, he is mistaken, because these departments of Government 
can never be extinguished : they grow and grow. He must take a firm stand 
at once. I do hope that the House will see where it is being led and beware of 
what is coming. 

Mr. President: Cut motion moved: 

“That the demand under the head ‘Cabinet’ be reduced by Bs. 100.” 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. jalfei: Sir, I rise to whole heartedly support the cut 
motion moved by my friend Nawabzada Sri Prakasa — that is the title given- 
to him by the Honourable Members of this House. I am very sorry to see, 
Sir, that the Honourable the Defence Member is absent on this occasion. 

I do not know whether he is in the town. But as I heard, in the Council 
of State on a similar occasion like this he was absent I want that he 
should treat this subject and specially the discussion that takes place in this 
House on this subject as important and enlighten us with his views on these 
matters that are discussed on the floor of this House. 

I need not go much into the details with regard to the expenditure on 
Defence as the mover has dealt with it at great length and explained to us 
and ve are more than satisfied that there is something wrong in 
the matter of the expenditure in defence problems. I said the other day in 
my speech on the discussion of the Budget that the Defence expenditure was 
very high and I referred to the financial mcompetence of the Defence Depait- 
ment. There is a heavy establishment at present in the General Head- 
quarters I do not see any reason why there should be such a big staff which 
requires, as I said the other day, 42 pages to be taken in the telephone 
directory The defence expenditure at the moment is indeed very high, 
compared to what it was before the war Now that the war is over I see no 
justification for the same expenditure to continue any longer T am verv 
glad that the Honourable the Finance Member while replying to this question 
the other day assured us that he would personally see that the defence ex- 
penditure is cut down I feel that at least 10 per cent of the expenditure 
should be cut down straightaway so that we shall have saved at least Bs 18 
crores and the heavy taxation wh’ch is now proposed will be lightened to a 
certain extent For an instance I would quote that there is a contract io 
buy one cruiser from Ilis Majesty’s Government. But I am told that the 
Government of India propose to buy three cruisers I see no justification 
for this when we are obliged to buy only one under the contract 

I personally feel that this big question of defence expenditure should be 
placed before the Defence Consultative Committee and the advice of its mem- 
bers sought I am sorr-^ to say that this Defence Consultative Committee 
seems to be a Committee only on paper. I have had occasion to talk with 
several members of the Committee and I have come to understand that this 
Committee meets very rarely. The object of this Committee when it was origi- 
nally appointed was' that the Defence Consultative Committee which represents 
the Memebers of this House will be consulted on matters of importance. 
But what do we see? Since the session started the Committee has met 
once. It was elected a year ago and it has only met thrice. I think the 
Defence Consultative Committee should meet frequently — at least once a 
month— and it should be the duty of the Defence Department to consult this 
Committee before the Government takes any steps whether in matters of 
expenditure or in respect of broader policies affecting the Department. It 
was rather surprising the other day when I put certain questions to ihe 
Honourable Defence Secretary to be told that certain matters are secret and 
that they cannot be placed before the Defence Consultative Committee. 
iWhat is the use of having a Committee in which you have no confidence? 
I feel the Government of India should take this Defence Consultative Com^ 
mittee into their oonfidenoe. 
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Then I would refer to the question of troops overseas. As we are all 
aware, there are a large number of troops which have been sent to Japan. 
The expenditure incurred over this item is indeed very great. I see no justi- 
fication for the Government of India to bear this expenditure. Either_with- 
draw these troops straightaway or see that no further expenditure is involved 
on this item I remember when troops were sent overseas, to Iraq, Iran, 
Malaya and other places, this expenditure used to be borne by His Majesty’s 
Government T do not know the reasons why we should be saddled with this ex- 
penditure I also feel that the troops which may be sent overseas in future 
should not be sent without consulting the Defence Consultative Committee, 
this practice of sending tioops overseas without consulting this House should 
stop forthwith We have on the floor of this House in the past criticised the 
policy of the Government of India in sending Indian troops overseas without 
consulting the Legislature T hope in future this practice will cease. 

I shall now refer to the question of the Nationalisation Committee As 
far as I am aware this Committee came into being without the consultation 
of this TTouse or without reference to the Defence Consultative Committee. 
I should like to know what is the policy of this Committee and what is the 
new policy of tins Committee going to be, especially after the rjcent state- 
ment of His Majesty’s Government As we all know, powers are going to 
be transferred to Ind.nn hands next year I am very glad that tlie TTonour- 
ahle the Defence Member is here and I welcome him to this House I hope 
he would enlighten us on all the mailers that are placed before tlio House 
by the Members of this House T should like to know what will be the future 
policy of the Tnd’ar.isation of armed forces, especially after the recent state- 
ment of His Majesty’s Government Personally I feel that control of the 
army should deflmtely remain in Indian hands, but I feel and believe that 
the question of withdrawal of British officers should be gi'adual and slow 
T^ntil we have sufficient officers of wider experience to arm the army I per- 
sonally feel fliat the British officers should to a certain extent remain in 
India for some time to come ^ I do hope that this Nationalisation Committee 
W’lll give careful consideration to this question 

With regard to the Indian Air Force I suggest that the technicians should 
be all Indians At the same time I feel that the extent of the squadrons 
that we liavc in Tiuha should be increased I am informed that we have 
ten squadrons at the moment I feel that this is rather a small number 
and sliould be at least doubled I do not know the reason why trained techni- 
cians should be demobilised They should not be demobilised m as quick a 
manner as is being done at persent With regard to the aircraft that is 
how being used T suggest that w'e should have the best Ameriacn aircrafts. 
As we now sec, the, eiiways in India are importing very good aircraft from 
America These are much better th.an we have ever had before I do feel 
that better aircraft should be given to our people for their training At the 
moment I see that single machines are used I feel that the latest machi- 
nes should be used by our people For operational purposes the latest types 
of American machines should be used In view of the greater responsibi- 
lities to be shouldered in future it is important from the point of view of de- 
fence that our air force should be given a chance of using the latest machines 
T have just said with regard to demobilisation that it has no doubt been 
vei'v iieci".saiv but, as T said, m view of the recent statement, of His Majesty’s 
Government tlie, position should be reconsidered 

Tn the matter of naval officers the ratio of demobilisation at present is 68 
per cent whereas the army is being demobil’sed 33 per cent. . I feel that in 
thf' matter of the navy the demobilisation should not be so rash as it is at 
present I suggest not to get rid of qualified officers who are serving in the 
navy at present, for it will be very d’fficult to get experienced officers to 
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replace the officers who are going to be demobilised; The dcTelopment of 
the navy should be on a greater scale and the importance of the navy should 
not be underestimated. We should have a large number of destroyers and 
■submarines. India has hardly any at the moment. I feel that training should 
also be given to the crew of India in the matter of operating submarines and 
destroyers. 

Now, Su:, I would refer to the question of Civil Ordinance Officers — a ques- 
tion which we discussed only yesterday morning. I was not quite satisfied 
with the case put forward by the Honourable Defence Secretary and I am 
sure none of us are satisfied At the moment as I am informed, 135 notices have 
been served for the discharge of the people out of whom 35 are going to bo 
discharged today. The Nationalisation Committee has recommended after 
very careful consideration that these notices should be cancelled and that a 
corresponding number of junior British officers should be sent away. This re- 
commendation of the Committee has been overlooked. I hope the Honour- 
able Defence Member who is present here this afternoon will explain to us the 
position 111 regard to the serving of these notices and I hope he will consider 
very sympathetically the quest on of withdrawing the notices on these officers 
We were told yesterday on the floor of the House that these British Officers 
bold technical qualification^ I am told by those officere whom 1 had the 
pleasure of meeting recently that there are a large number of Indian officers 
who do hold equal qualifications, the same qualifications as the British officers 
and I personally see no reason and no justification whatsoever for fhis serving 
of notices and asking them to quit In view of the assurance yesterday that 
no 11101 c notices w'll be issued to these officets. is it not fair and just that 
the 135 officers now under notice should he given the chance of selection along 
with the other 800 civilian officers In view' of the assurance, is not Govern- 
ment tak ng up a self-contradictorv position, when on the one hand they allow 
about 800 eivilian officers to take the chance of selection as promised and on 
the other hand they deny the same chance to these IS.! officers for no fault of 
theirs T w'ould like to ask one question of the Defence Member Is it not 
a fact that these 135 officers have also undergone the same intensive and ela- 
borate course of training as the ether officers? Have they not done the 
same jobs with equal if not more efficiency? Above all have they not been 
selected bv tbe Federal Public Service Commission and are they not gradua- 
tes, double graduates and perhaps triple graduates’ 

Now, 1 would like to raise the question of the percentage of Muslims 
Originally the total percentage of Muslims was 4 per cent, for Oidnauce Officers 
in the department but later on it was made up to 25 per cent after recruit- 
ment through the Federal Public Service Commisssion I would suggest to the 
Honourable Member that when he is about to retrench thus© officers he should 
bear in mind to keep the quota of 25 per cent of Muslims when the select'ona 
are made and they are prepared to go before th© Federal Public Service Com- 
mission when the matter goes to them for th© selection of thos© who are going 
to be retained 

Now. Sir, one more word, while we are on th© subject of defence expendi- 
ture, I would like to point out the position of business men in the country 
m regard to the services which thev have rendered to the anriy in India. T 
have received various letters and representations from different merchants, parti- 
cularly from the Southern Command, wherefrom I come T would like to 
bring to the notice of the Defence Member who is fortunately present hure 
that most of the contractors who have serv'od the armv in th© matter of con- 
struction of buildings, supplving transpoit of cars and buses, have not been 
paid their bills wh'ch amount to lakhs of rupees They .ire being sent from 
pillar to post The contracts were fulfilled more than a year ago. Now the war 
is over. The Garrison Engineer says that they should go to the Area Office. The 
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Area Office says they should go to the Military Accounts. Then they are asked 
to go to the General Officer Commanding m Chief and now they are asked to go 
to the General Headquarters There is a definite contract entered into bet- 
ween the nrm\ unit the coiitr.vtors There is a definite liability on the part 
of the Government to pay their bills and they should be paid at once. I do 
not see any justification \vh\ their just claims should be overlooked Now, they 
are told tiiat the matter must he referred to arbitration I feel that there 
IS no reason for arbitration They should be allow'ed to file suits against the 
army and recover thoir outstandings. 

One word about the position of the officers of the I M.T> who held emer- 
gency commissions during the period ■>£ the war These officers have proved 
their ability professionally and administratively and have fulfilled the require- 
ments of regular senior offif^cis They were appointed to senior administra- 
tive appointments in the General Headquarters They were given special- 
ist appointments and in some cases were advisers to Commands and even held 
such appointments in the General Headquarters 

It is understood that very shortly these officers ore to be reverted to their 
pre-war status of Warrant Officer but are to carry out duties equivalent to that 
of rnptaius and Lieutenants Is it presumed that these officers are incap- 
able of acquiring the responsibilities of Senior Officers, namely of Jlajor-, or 
Lt, -Colonels’ If so, how is it that at the present moment they are being em- 
ployed m such admmistrativo apnointments — namely in command of hospi 
tals, units and DAT) Ms 

It has been stressed that these officers were qualified and able to hold 
commissioned appointments in the Service during the period of the war and 
have been well reported on It seems ridiculous and arbitrary to suddenly 
designate them as unqualified and that they should be brought down to a sub- 
ordinate status just because places have to he found for younger men These 
men have given the best part of tlioir lives to the Service, and are now placed 
in a position where they are not given an opportun'ty to choose or decide but 
are forced to .iccept the lesser e\il and take a posit'on which but for their 
loyalty they might have been able to better. 

It is understood that these officers are not being given favourable terms to 
opt out of the service and as such will be forced to continue in the Service or 
forfeit the benefits of a number of years. For example, no man below 21 
years’ service can hope to draw a pension. Their contemporaries in the 
I U L who are Europeans, are getting very much better terms. 

It is understood that all emergency commissions for the I M.D. alone are 
to cease on the 1st of April, while even British Emergency Commissioned Offi- 
cers attached to the Indian Army, and Navy may continue to carry such com- 
missions until October. If this is so, it is most unfair, as the terms for the 
reversion of these officers have not yet been published, to revert them to a 
subordinate status without giving them enough time to decide on their future. 
Sir, T have done. 

Sardai Surjit Singh Majithia (Punjab- Landholders)- Before I go on to deal 
with the Defence Budget, I may be permitted to refer to the last speaker 
who has just spoken who has referred to the absence of our Defence Member. 
If I mav say so, the absence was not because our Defence Member wanted 
to be absent nut because of certain happenings w-hich my province has recently 
gone through As regards the causes of that, I should not like to say any- 
thincr It was due to these happenings that the Defence Member had to go 
to the Punjab and that was the reason why he was not here but now I find 
that he is already here 
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Mr. Sri Prakaaa mentioned — why is it that this Government of ours, has 
not como to thio House and got a vote on the Defence Budget. If I may say 
80 , the reason is not far to seek. After the end of the war, two yeaffs have 
passed and 1 find that the Government have still not prepared any plans 
regarding what the future of our army, air force and navy is going to be. 
What I mean is that as yet they have not decided what their future strength 
is going to be. Unless they decide this, they cannot proceed further. This 
IS borne out in this memorandum on page 4 ctf which it is said that no final 
decision has yet been reached regarding the size and composition of India’s 
post wLr armed forces. It would obviously be a waste of time and effort to 
give meticulous details and information regarding the features of this esti- 
mate. I wonder if they think that it is waste of time and effort to think of 
what the composition and size of our future defence services are going to be. 

I hope not, because I am quite sure that our present Government which he says 
he is a Cabinet and is working for the good of India, will do their best to 
make these defence services what they should be in a free India. I should 
like to ardd that the policy which has been followed before this Government 
took over was the pohcy which was enunciated not in India but from a place 
which,* as you say, is across the seas, I mean from Whitehall. It was a policy 
which was followed not for the benefit of India but for the benefit of a foreign 
power. I daresay that the policy that our National Government is going to 
follow now will be to have an Indian army, <in India Air Force and an Indian 
Navy for India and not for any other power I would just like to mention 
a few figures here regarding how this foreign powder has worked and mani- 
pulated this Department that it has been used entirely for the benefit of 
England or Britishers and not of Indians. 

Before tho war started — I speak subject to correction — the British officers 
in tho Indian army numbered 200 only This number gradually increased. 

I daresay the Defence Department will say th.it the number was increased 
because of a war which was not of their making. But the facts are that 
from 200 tliat figure stands today at 1,500 officers. Now, let me see how 
these officers are employed? I would just take the ease of one Headquarter, 
which is a pointer to what is happening m others I am going to take the 
Air Headquarters, India. In 1930, I believe, there were only 18 officers 
ruimmg this Headquarter Today I find that, though a certain number of 
peopl-* have been sent aw.ay, that number stands at 350, .ipproximartely. 
the increase is from 18 to 3.50. It is more than 15 times. I admit that the 
Air Force has expanded I also admit that formerly where there was just 
one squadron of tho Indian Air Force, there are now about ten But surely 
350 officers running a Headquarter which was formerly run by only 18 is too 
much. Even if the figure had been increased four-fold or five-fold, it should 
have been round about 50 or 80, but 350 is much, too much. It shows also 
that these heavily over-staffed people hav^uot got enough work to do there. 
Again, out of these 350, if I am not mistaken, 70 per cent of them are 
British officers. That is how the British officers, the numbers of which have 
been sw'ollen to such an enormous figure, are employed. They are employed 
not in fighting units but sitting down on kushi arm cheirg in HeadquarteiB 
and asking the other people to fight or do the work for them 

There is another point which I want to bring to the notice of the House 
and thaf- is the morale of the B.I A.F. I have had a talk with quite a few ofi 
the officers and I have no hesitation in saying that it has gradually gone down 
and tha reason which my Honourable friend Mr. Jaffer, who is not here, hinted 
at is perfectly true, namely, they are getting obsolete and unreliable flying 
machines I am sure the Department would come out and say that they hayo 
got Spitfires. Spitfires, I admit, are gocid machines, but they hirve got several 
marks. The Spitfire 14, with which the Indian Air 'Force has now Tbeen 
equipped, are not good machines. Only two squadrons in the E A.F, are 
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equipped by these macbmes and 1 believe they too discarded them about a- 
couple of years ago. These machines have now been given to the Indian Air 
Force as one of the very fiist Ime aircralt. These machines are utterly un- 
rehable and, if I may say so, they are obsolete. If you give our pilots these 
machines, no wonder tlieir morale is going down. 1 would suggest and sup- 
port Air JalTer's .suggestion that machines for the Indian Air Force should, 
be of the very first or very best available. We should not confine ourselves 
to machines only fioiii lintaiii. We should get the best from wherever they 
aie available, and, as he suggested, America is not a bad proposition. This 
reminds me ot another thing, and that is the step-motherly treatment which 
has been received by the Indian Air Force at the hands of Air Headquarters, 
India which is manned entirely by the K A F personnel. I remember, when 
the war started, the Indian Air Foice, although comprising of only one squadron, 
was eqmpped with Wapities This aucraft, I believe, originated m the last 
Great War It remind.s me also ol nliat the .Vmericans u.sed to call them They 
called them ” What-a-pity ”, <ind that was leii tine We passed that stage' 
and the It -V h' at that time were coming to the ‘Hurricanes' and the Indian 
Air Force was le-cquippod .is they sav, with Harts’ and ‘Auda.xs’, winch were 
made somewliere m 1922, and tins ha])pcued m the year 1989 These were 
fcupjiosed to be modern machines for the Indian Air Force then Let me 
carry you n bit furtlici What happened when the Lvsandeis’, with which 
the Indian Air Foiee was re-cquipped later on" The F A F discarded them 
They did not know what to do with them and they found very convenient 

method of handing it oxer, to the Indian Air Force With these examples, 
it is clear that the Air Headquarters has been functioning not for the benefit 
of anybody m India or for their services, but for the benefit of services which 
do not belong lo India 

Now, I would take tho House to another point and that is regarding equip- 
ment I find on page 5 of this niernoranduni ■ 

"Undei the operations of this settlement , — (meaning war time financial settleinent ( — “the 
great bulk of defence expenditure was debited as incurred lo H M ’s government but India 
subsequently gave credits to that government for her share of such evpendituie.” 

Thtq shows that His Majesty’s Government incurred the expenditure but 
the India Government was never consulted They later on asked the India 
Government to make good the money In this equipment, I dare say there 
is quite a lot of equipment of surplus stores which the Indian Air Force even, 
with it-! obsolete machines does not require I hope the Honourable the 

Defence Member with his usual vigilance will see that this surplus material 

which IS not required by Indian defence service is not palmed off to India. 

J see that rny time is corning near. I have a lot of things to say. I shall 

only touch upon the most imporhint ones in passing reference I find there 
is quite a lot of duplication of work!‘‘in General Headquarters I have not got 
ample time at my disposal to refer to all the different kinds of duplication. 

I will briefly mention them There is the Eesettlemeut Department which 
is very nearly doing the same work as the Labour Department Thq one is 
the military and the other is the civil department I see no reason why both 
these departments should not be amalgamated and thus a lot of e.xpenditurc 
saved for defence budget on that head alone. Siniilarlv there are manv off- 
springs of war The welfare department and the Morale Department. For- 
rnorly before the war, the Adjutant General used to perform both the func- 
tions T do not see anv reason why he should not do so again and the two 
departments should come under his pirisdietion I am quite sure he caii do 
that with a very much decreased staff than he is having at the moment 

Mr. &, 8 . Bhalja (Government of India- Nominated Official): The Welfare 
■Branch created during the war has been abolished. 

Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia: I am glad to hear of it. 
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Mr. Manu Subedar (Ipdian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau. Indian Corn- 
merct). But grants are still being given. To that extent nay Honourable 
friend has not stopped that 

Sardar Surjit Singh Majithia: I have not got time for allowing these inter- 
ruptions. I must proceed with my speech. 1 have got quite a lot to say. 

A very senior officer of the Air Force made a pleasure trip in a service air- 
craft at Government expense which is entirely an unwarranted thing, it is 
against the rules and regulations. 

Shri Sri Frakaaa: Who is he-’ 

Saidai Suriit Singh Majithia: He is A.O. C.-m-C , I believe, it was only 
last ^Saturday that he along with his wife and 1 dare say a couple of friends 
who were civilians went over to Agra from Delhi at 3 p.m. I do not know 
for. what purpose they went there. Perhaps they w'ent to see the Taj by 
moonlight, because they returned at eleven O’clock at night Here is an 
example ot a senior responsible officei who is expected to enloree discipline in 
the force behaving like this Do you know whom he has replaced He re- 
placed the Air Marshal Sir Eodnek Carr, who I know from personal experience 
was all out for the Indian Air force He said so mau;^ times that he was 
anxious to hand over the Air Headquarters to an entiridy Indian peisonnel, I 
believe two officois from England visited India, they aie the Inspector General 
of E \ F and anotlier Air Member who was an Air t'hief Marshal and they 
visited India, T hope nrd at Goveiiiment expense and when they came here 
and heard the \”e\\s ot Sir Eodnek Cair, prohably thev got eiiinged and 

lie was seived with notice to quit m 24 hours ns being unfit to hold charge of 

the administiation But, Sir, who was respoiiMhle for the administnrtion of 
the Indian Air I’ovee even during the time of Sir Eodnek Carr It was the 
present A 0 G because lit> was A 0 A at that time Well, if ho is dubbed 
as a good administrator, then God helji India, and Air lieadqii.irters The old 
Air Chief was therefore pushed out and the present fellow promoted for the 
.■simple reason that tlie former was a pro-Indian and he wanted the air force 
to be handed over to Indian personnel Incidentally I may mention that the 
stniting of a Traiispoit squadron m the Indian air force was his idea^ No 

one else did it befoie Formerly they said there are 10 I A F squadrons. 

They wore all Fighter llecec squadrons What a balanced Air Force. It was 
he vvh-> started off that you must have a balanced Indian Air Force and he 
gave definite orders which have materialised now Now you have made a 
beginning with one transport squadron He was doing an honest job of good 
work for the Indian air force I beheve that is the reason why he was turned 
out One thing more before I sit down. I would request that the pay question 
of the service personnel should receive very careful consideration at the hands’ 
of ou*" Defence Member There have been quite a lot of people w'ho are 
leaving the Indian Air Force because thev are getting better pay outside in 
civilian jobs I wc/uld like the Defence Member to see that the service per- 
sonnel are rest assured that they will be paid nothing less than what their 
civilian counter-parts are paid at the moment. If this assurance is forth- 
coming, I am quite sure that the present state of affairs which exist in the 
Indian Air Force will soon be remedied If my memory serves me aright, at 
the present moment, there are no more than 20 aircrafts men belonging to 
Group I and the basic reason for this small number is that they are not sure 
what their future is going to be and what their service conditions wall be If 
some sort of assurance is given to them the panic would go. They are all 
afraid whether they would be retained in service or not Air Force is very 
essential for the defence of India. 

Sir. with these words I support the Cut Motion moved by my Honourable 
friend Shri Sri Prakasa. 

Mr. ftank B. Anthony (Nominated: Non-Official)- I feel sure that I echo 
the sentiments of this House when I welcome the Honourable the Defence 
Member and I need only tell him that 'we expect great things from him, and’ 
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1 believe we are not unieasonuble in our expectations The first point that 1 
should like to refer to is a pomt suggested to me by a remark dropped by my 
Honourable friend Mr Jaffer He asked the Defence Member to bear in 
mind communal proportions in the composition of the Indian army. Sir, I 
am the last person to deny or attempt to repudiate the needs of any com- 
munity But so far as the army is concerned I make an ardent and earnest 
plea (hai, ho will set his face strongly against any sugges-tion or implication 
of a communal composition m the army. I believe that if we have to be grate- 
ful to the British for anything we have to be grateful to them for giving us 
an army which is non-communal in spirit I believe that any one who has the 
interests of this country 6t heart will realise that if we attempt to let in even 
remotely any suggestion of communahsm, we will be opening the flood-gates 
to forces which will destroy inevitably' .■riiy chance of maintaining — as we 
should maintain — a completely reliable and integrated fighting force in this 
country — a fighting force which will nse above any sectional or sectarian 
differences in this country, a fighting force which should be the only guarantee 
not only as regards internal security but as against external aggression. And 
-in this respect I would like to ask the Honourable Defence Member as to 
whac extent the proposals of the Willcox Army Reorganisation Committee have 
been implemented. I know — I believe, I am correct in saying — that that Com- 
n.ittee also stressed this point, that progressive measures must be implemented 
to make the 'army completely uon-conimunal m character, and with this object 
m view it was suggested that the few existing communal units should be 
scrapped and that all battalions should be built up on an entirely non-com- 
inunal basis It was conceded for the purpose of administrative convenience, 
for the purpose of catering for different needs — perhaps religious needs — that 
we may have different cempanies recruited from ‘various communities; but 
that was the greatest concession that the Willcox Army Reorganisation Com- 
mittee was prepared to make to communal demands T might mention here 
that although the Defence Department has only very recently come under the 
control of one of our own people there is an increasing disappointment with tlie 
attitude of that department, — not personally so far as the Defence Member 
is concerned but more perhaps as regards the attitude of his department. 
Some people feel that the change has not been a change for the better, that 
ivv?-are still confronted with the old official and bureaucratic complexes, that 
when we seek to draw their orttention to very real grievances and needs for 
revision we are fobbed off with bureaucratic excuses and the usual attempt tc 
justify anyiliing, however unjustifiable it may be. My Honourable friend 
Mr Sri Prakasar asked the Defence Department to consider ways and means 
of reducing the tremendous burden which our Defence Estimates involve. I 
will only refer to one case, where in spite of the strong and definite recom- 
mendations of the Finance Department the Defence Department is seeking 
deliberately to flout these recommendations. I am talking of persons referred 
to by Mr. Jaffer. He referred to members of the Indian Medical Department'; 
and here I might mention that it is felt that vested interests — and I say 
quite plainly they are European vested interests — are still powerful so far 
as the defence forces are concerned, and that unless the influences that 
these vested interests are still able to exercise are stood up to, even our 
Defence Department will be overborne irrespective of the real needs of this 
country And that is what is happening in regard to the Indian Medical De- 
paitment; and I say this without qualification I expect the Defence Member 
or Defence Secretary will repudiate what T say, but I know what I am talking 
about and I have inside information. There is a reciprocal process of back- 
scratching going on between senior Indian and British officers of the Medical 
Services. The Defence Department has not the foggiest notion of what shape 
its policy — if it has^ a poliev — of reorganisation so far as the medical services 
are concerned is going to take. They cannot give us even the sketchiest out- 
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imu oi how thej are going to lav down the leoig.unsation ot the tuedical «e^ 
vices. And ^et — and i ani aliaid ihib la being justilied or sought to be justi* 
fled the Uelence fc>ecrelai7 — they are seekmg, as Mr. Jafter has said, to 
get rid of— 1 am not pleading toi one coniuiunity, perhaps all coinmunitiea 
are involved — iiendreds oi medical men, men who have proved their worth m 
the most ditticult and the hardest condilions — the conditions of battle. They 
are going to get rid of them without, as 1 say, knowing even remotely what 
then’ schemes of leorgamsatiou viH-a-via the medical services me going to be. 
My Honourable Iriend there will seek to tell us that these men are not being 
got rid of. I know that it was coriteinpluted that they should be demobilised 
m March. 1 believe that as j> result ol certain intervention, that dernobihsa- 
tion has been merely postpo'iied Why, 1 want -to ask the Delence Depart- 
ment, are they singling out their medical men who reudcied them yeoman 
service at a time when they could not get enougli men tunn civilian medical 
life m order to come foiwaul and cater lO the needs ot the army, rendered 
them yeoman service and repiesented the lynch-pni ot their medical services? 
Why are they treating them m a peculiarly step-motherly fasliionV To begin 
with they are not allowing men who were <15 when they were commissioned — 
and they were commissioned only m llUl — to even apply lor permmient com- 
missions, Ihcy are the only department ot the delenec foices to which this 
restriction has been applied 1 may also mention that they are all persons 
wlio are in regular and permanent military service, and in no other arm of 
the deienco forces have men lu pennuuent sen ice had this age lestnction im- 
posed on them Thcie is no uppei age hunt; it has been w.tixed with regard 
to all other military personnel They have singled out t'ncir military uiedical 
men, and I want to know the reason, Some people suggest that they are 
being oveiborne by Biitish mtciests, otheis suggest that it is perhaps being 
actuated by deliberate communalism But whatever it is, if they go into the 
real facts of the case they will Ihid that they are getting rid of these men, 
men who are tfd.iy cornmanding hospituD. men who hold the highest profes- 
sional and ailniniisliatuo .ippoinf irients for no justifialile reason And’ why 
aie they getting iid ot OKtii'^ Bei aiuc aftei h iving trot rid of them they will 
find that thev Ime no jiuoplo ol (he Indian cotiiiimnilics to fill .senioi adminis- 
trative nppoinitnenis and tlo'ii thev w dl be laeseiitod witli this acconiplished 
fact that in oidcr to niiiiiit.u i the st-tbiliti ot tlioir medual seivice they will 
have Europeans seconded to the Indian Mcdieal Service T sav to the Defence 
Depnitineiit tint they arc not iiwaie of the move behind (his Thev have, as 
I said, imposed tins gi.ilinious lestiiction with regard to age Tlien .vs regards 

qi alifit.ations dtiiing the wat they .iccepted licent'atcs as graduates and com- 
missioned tluMii not onlv to the I \ M (’ hot to the I S And now they 

sav thev are onl\ going ti7 take in graduates T am not pleading for any 

lowering of slandarrls but T would ask them to lemembor the special < ircum- 
stnnccs of the fndinn Medical Department Up to 1941 they all underwent 
a fr/c-vear conivo of recognised medical stiidv That, course was coterminous 
w'ith the M B B S. course but they were not allowed to sit for the M.B.B.S. 
examination Tn getting rid of them the Defence Dep.artment is ignoring the 
recommendations of the Bhore Committee who said that the graduates pro- 
duced during the war were gr.iduates of the poorest type that thev were rushed 
through in order to fill the deficienev with regard to medienl graduates The 
Bhore Committee has said that licentiates who have proved their worth on 
the field of battle should be treated absohitelv equally with graduates Even 
this you are nhsoliitelv ignovjng; jmu are ignoring th-* recommendations of 
your own committee appointed bv the Government of India 

Mr. M:. a. T. Hlrteel (Bengal’ Eiiropenn): Is the Chair doing all this? 

Mr. rrank R. Anthony: 1 am pursuing mv'-i^ult of addressing the Mem- 
ber through the Chair, a fault rather peculiar to me. 
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'I’hese persons. Sir, aie the only persons who are not being allowed ta 
delur Euiopcaii oillceis seconded to the Indian Army are bemg allowed to 
defer till October, but you are going to get rid of these men inspite of the 
fact that tluy are peimuneiit military personnel. 1 say that it is a grc«8 
breach not only of a legal contract, but it is a breach of a moral obligation. 
You aio not e\eii going to give them the chance given to the Emergency 
Euro.pean Commissioned Ofliceis On the other hand, as niy Honourable 
tnend, Mr. Jalfer, has pointed out, you are telling them in vaccuo that some 
of you w’lll revert and others will be demobilized. But revert to what? As I 
have already said, the Delence Secretary will not be able to give me the slight- 
est inkling of the pattern of reorganization contemplated for the medical ser- 
vices If vou have not jei. prepared \our plan of rcorgaiiisMioii, why are you 
singling out about eight bundled men for demobilization or reversion 1 As 1 
have already mentioned, the Finance Department has strenuously objected to 
it. Here are men who have proved their worth, they have commanded 
ofheers, not only of all Indian communities but they have commanded Bri- 
tishers, and yet you are going to turn them out either on the score of age or 
on the score of lack of qualifications 

There are two other matters to which I shall refer briefly before I resume 
my seat They are with regard to the Indian Air Force and the Hoyal Indian 
Navy I leiueinbcr that this was rather a hardy annual so far as the Indian 
Air I'orcc was concerned. We were told repeatedly that India has set her- 
self the absurd target lA having ten squ.idions and the reason given, a reason 
which left completely unconvinced people like myself who had some inside 
knowledge of how selections were made, the reason why this enormous country 
had set itself a target of ten squadrons was because we could not get suitable 

material I used to take (he stiongest exi option to this I told the Defence 

Becrotary when they trotted out tins completelv imconvincing argument that 
even from my microscopic community because they could not get into the 
R I A F some three or four thousand went overseas and got into the Fighter 

Units of the Iloval Air Foieo And \(-t we used to be told that India could 

not get suitable material I would ask the Defence Secretary to look into 
this matter end to take ncci-^sarv steps not onlv frr rap'd Tndiainsation but 
for rapid expansion of the Indian .\ir T’oicc And .so far as Navy is concerned, 
we are (old tliat the Royal Navy a silent sirviee R T N has emulated that 
tradition in one respect It has been very silent, ver\ silent indeed, as regards 
the pioeess of Indianisation or lack of Indianisation F\eu when wo were 
membi'rs of tlie National Defence Conncil, it was iintif --^ibh, to eiieit infor- 
mation as to bow many Indian officers the, Roval Indian Nnvv consisted of. 

I have good reason to bebeve tb.it even now (he ovc rwhcliiiing strength of 
the R IN ccnsist<- .>f Europe an offieeis Tins is aiioilter aspect of Tndianis.a- 
tion 1 would ask tbu Defence Member to nddross bimsclf to 

Mr. Gr. P. LawsOn (Bengal • Furopean) Mr Deputy President, Sir My 
only reason for rising to intervene in this debate is to correet, a balance which 
^ j, I think is tipned in the wrong direction. T think that we have heard 
•« good deal .about fanUs in the Forces, about the 'imiiecessnry size of 
the Forces, and abou^ abuses here and there. But what has not been said up 
to now Sir, and what I think requires to be said is that the necessity for 
good, efficient and strong forces still remains 

My ironoiiiablo friend, Mr Sri Prakasa, has referred to his wish to ho 
friends with everybody He obiccfa to the word 'enemy' and, Sir, knowing 
Mr Sn Prakasa it is very difficult to quarrel with him and his friendly and 
kiiullv nature But, Sir, when von are speaking of refusing to countenance 
the word 'enemy' you must be a little bit more certain that other people feel 
quite the same way about you. A one-sided feeling of friendliness carried to 
excess may bring one up against very serious trouble. The friendly feeling 



UBftKRAL budget — J.IST OF DEMANDS 1949 

that Mr. Sri Prakasa has radiated in this House and which he has imported 
into iii^ speeches, not only about other subjects but about the serious subject 
of Defence, has not so far led any one in this House to suggest, for instance, 
the repudiation of India’s share in reparations, although 1 rather fancy that 
as a gesture of friendliness that might cut greater ice with the Japanese and 
the Germans. 

Blit, Sir, let me return to the subject under discussion. It is rather over 
quarter of a century since I ceased to be a soldier and became a civilian, but 
the memory is still with me of how soon, from being a hero, one became a 
rather unwanted civilian. I suggest, Sir, that this debate, as far as it haa 
gone, will do riothiug to destroy that impression amongst those who have 
served us so well over the past seven or eight years. I would like to have 
heard a greater reference in the course of the speeches to the debt that we owe 
to these people, to these soldiers, sailors and airmen. I would like to have 
heard a greater reference to the sorrow with which we face the necessity for 
their demobilization. I have listened. Sir, to a Railway Budget. It be- 
comes a virtue in the Railway Member to tell us how very few of the large 
war lime railway staff he has found it necessary to demobilize On the part 
of the Honourable the Defence Member that would not be a virtue but a vice. 
In other words, Sir, while we must do everything in our power to retain in the 
Railway seiwiees all the war time personel irrespective of whether there is for 
then adequate employment, we must disperse and demobilize every single 
man in the Armed Forces that can be dispersed and demobilized. We, on 
this side, yield to no one in our wish for economy, but I do most sincerely hope 
that the general wish for economy will blind this House to the ueoessitics of 
the situation. Wo have been magnificently served in the past war years by 
a magnificent Army whoso traditions must be upheld and maintained ’ I agree 
w^ith the Honourable speakers who have stressed the need for the best equip- 
ment and the best training That must atirely be maintained, and, Sir, that 
in these disturbed times means more to me than a pinch — beck economy. 
That is most important and I suggest to this House that it would be wise to 
bear that need m view rather than the need ot •saving a few rupees here and a 
few rupees there 

While T liave made that statement T m.iy be accused of living in a fool’s 
paradise and wishing to spend money which the country has nob got. That, 
8ir, is a point which I do admit must not be fo>-gotten. There must in all 
Conscience be. careful and considered economy but not such an economy as 
will destroy the numbers necessary for the defence of this country, the best 
cniiipment and the best training that thev can have. So where can we find 
this particular avenue of economy that we particulnrlv want to find Mv 
mind immediately flics to the D’snosals Rr.anch. the disposal of a’-my equip- 
ment which is regretably slow I also think of the Claims Offices taking 
years and veans to settle the claims of people whose property has been requisi- 
tioned T know of property in Calcutta, industrial property, requisitioned 
during the war, which has now been evacuated by the forces but the claims 
for that propertv still remain unsettled. I know of amenities, electric light, 
water and so on, made available to the troops during the period of the war 
(an expensive arnemtv in many cases) the cost of which st II remains uiusettlrd 
a year or more after those troops have gone And that. Sir, seem to me, to 
point to a rather meticulous fear of spending more than may be absolutelr 
neeissarv in clearing up the mess. It is a "penny-wise pound — fooMsh’* 
policy, because the del.avs wh'ch are occiirrinir in getting nd of nil those dispo- 
•als claims are necessitating the retention of personnel, of buildines, lands and 
the like far loncer than is necessary The expenses that the armv are still 
incurririg on account of requisitioned pronertv arc enormous. At the end of 
the last venr T figured that the total rent of requisitioned property alone was 
TOmetbing like as much as the total amount of money collected for Central 
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■fxcises before the war It was a very big sum and it is these delays that are 
•causing excessive expenditure If these delays could be eliminated, if a little 
•cortinion sense and less meticulous accounting could be produced, there would, 
I think, lic a Luge saving in general 

Now, Sir, it IS of course an old story about G 11 tj with its forty pages 
out of tlie whole (elepliono book and I will not stress the point, but there is 
no doubt that these enormous administrative offices wffiich have grown during 
the war must now be combed out and leduced We shall doubtless hoar from 
tbe War Member or tlii' War Secictary as to what extent that is being carried 
•out 

I do not want to waste any mole time of the House and 1 will close after 
1 have made two more points First of nil, in suggesting to tins House for 
their set ions consuhn.ition th.rt they nius* not lose sight of the efficiency 
and the siicngth of the fighting foices, I must not forget their morale. The 
morale of these forces 's as nnjiortant as tlicir training and as their equipment 
I do not think that that morale will be inspired in the fighting forces by 
continual talk of cutting them down and of their misdemeanours 

I am impiessed by an item appearing on page 3 of the J3udget Fstimates 
of espeiidn. lie on Dcleiice Services It is a xery small item and peihaps I 
quote iiom ji.ii.i 7 on page 3 

' Althou'di it IS hoped to rii,iinta.m the scale of iimenitiCB for eeiMii,!; troops .0 tlie same 
liwil loi the past ycni, the welfare ot the (rsei\ii.e man and hia faimlv will cerlamly 
sidf'.i' liom llic* ilosiiijj down ol the ('ml laiison Oiuams.Uion and welf.ire worl-.uis 

(1. w.is hoped to oflsel this to some cslent by nnprovin,; the st.dfs of Distiiet Soldicia, 
Sailoie iiul Aiimens Boaids, but at picseiil this has not been possible bicause only four 
ot the pioMinis Inve .ii;iecd to assid i,i the cost of Hits moasnte 'I lu lull lost is not 
foiiMileiLd a f.1‘1 (hat};(> on ecntial funds” 

Once .igjiu We rnibiaco a “poniiy-wise and pound-foolish” polic.y, iK'c.iiisa 
somi’ |.ii.\ likes will not jilay, becniise possibly finance is tight, tliese seivices 
will iiwl 1)(‘ ie|i!,i'e(l ,iiid o’lLc again the lighlmg leuii who has sened us so 
well will loiwidi'i (lull his jo') now is being iclcgatcd to the background. 

It .sc’enis If) he a pity that this situation has to be lejjortcd in the budget and 
1 s lice el\ hope ill, it the Honoiii.ible the Oefeuce Member will fn d soma w.ay 
ol leitlcKing lliesc seiviccs winch ate due to the foices on which oni' day W0 
III this House rind Ihc lest of the countiy may have to depend for their safety 
Ore oihei wold .ihmit jiay It, is tiue, as my Honourable fiiend Mr 
.>\ulhi)n\ s.iid, iliat (iiieslioiis of p.iy will loom veiy impoitaiit m the matter of 
the futuie of the airny and it is to my mind r.ither untortimatc that the deci- 
sions leg.irdmc the pay of the armv are to be held up until the rtmomnicnd- 
atio'i- ol (he Ceiiti.il I’liy (lommissioii are known It seerna to rue tliat it 
might be a good thing now that the Finance Member has been fornd to admit 
that he has already letcned an advance copy of the Fay Commission’s Iteport 
that th(’ Fo.stu ir Committee that was dealmg with the question of army pay 
should now make an cfifoit to finalise ifa conclusions It would he, 1 think, 
verv nntortunate if it became necessaiy for this Committee to start its work 
all again ab initio, when the Central Pay Commission’s report is produced 

1 will conclude my very brief intervention with another remnder to this 
House. At the moment when peace reigns we rnav find it possible to forget 
and forget with pleasure the horrors which were endured in the last seven 
years Pniticularly in the country of my birth we are apt to forget a little 
too quiekh and m tbe years that follow we disarm and in fact any talk of 
defence «nii|ectK becomes anathema On two occasions in tny lifet'me we 
have siifT‘'ri'd for that attitude and onr snfferin,^ will continue for many years 
to come I sinoerelv hope that this country, *ad in particular this House, 
wdll not make the same mistake 
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Mr. O. S. Bhalja: Sir, we have heard with rajit attention the spoeohe-, winch 
have been made by the, FXonouiabte Members of this House,, and iioteil (he 
points made by them I shall try and give replies to ns many of them as pos- 
sible If I am not able to reply to all the points that have been rn'sed now it 
is not because of our want of will hut because of the want of time. 

Sir, my honourable friend began with the coiniihiint (hat the Ocfi ive 
Budget was non-votal)le Sir, (hat s a constitutional dis.ability which w'e 
cannot, holf) I am sure (ho National Governineiit w'ould bo the first 
to desire that the Defe.ncc Budget should be placed on the same foot- 
ing ns tlic Budgets of tlie other Departments of the Ooveinmcnt of India I 
am sure, Su-. that lu a ^hmt iimc, m am els'- not liter than rirtecn montlis 
when the cne'-tilulion of thi-’ country \vill lie oveiliaiile.l ‘Ui,! fndia will hecomc 
a complete nuistfv of herself, the Defence Budget will be votablo jiisl like the- 
otlier Budgets of the Government of India. 

Sir, reference wa.s made to the heavy expenditure which va, inclined on 
troops overseas, particularly on the Indian contingent in Japan. The TTou^o is- 
awaie (but these hoops \vc’'n sent hefoio the a^snrnption of ofi’ie*-' 
by (be piescnt Oovcnmient Tbo Goveimnent have veecihK ee.n- 
gidered the vhole position .and have come to the decision that the In^li.iu con- 
tingent from Japan should he withdiawn as soon ns can be nrianged with the 
other Memlveis of the Commonvcallh occiipsing countiies wl.o lane 
their forces i" .Tipan 

I Tiiav himilv mention here the rolicy which this Government has now adop- 
ted III resreet of troops stat'oned oserseas That polmy is to withdrav/ all 

Tiidi.m troops oiciscas ns loen • pu'-sible In new, howe'er, of the coin- 

mitments of tlie Government of India dining the hisf wav and piohlerns aris- 
ing out of post-war conditions in neighbonring countiies which weie overrun 
and disoi g,im^''d, we are prep.ired to allow onr troops to remain whore thev 
arc i’'’qii i-i'd f" a eoilain aeie. ■! pe.iod provided tint M'e eonii'is''s ceevs'iiied 
do not ehest ii„l 11. Aided fulfil. V fh,'- '"w ' .io|.s w.ll lot .11 ,.1,1 ase le 1'.., d 
to simp-ess ,111V iiat’OTinl movement In pir(e,ilni, we havi' ta’en .i d.-eision 
with iTc'iid to the v.nious stations .‘'t which tlieso tioops h.ave be. n st.ationed for 
soiTic time Tb.it decision is to withdraw the rndim tvoo'is from Ee\-p(- an,] 
Pah'siine iriiinedialelv We have aereed to vetim onr tioops i,i Ii.iq for tho 
spec.fi.',] nipeil of gending the slia-s at Shaiha B.ise, I have mendonert 
several limes to the IToii'O that during the process of war huge stocks of stores 
came to he a. ciirniilated m this theatre, and heforo thev are disposed of in an 
orderlv m 11111^1 thi v have got. to he guarded .and looked after This is tho 
only nOiect for which .a small f.irc,> of Indian troops will bo retained in Iraq 
We have dci idi d to witbdiaw tho whole Tndi.in occupational force from .Tap.in 
as T pist, now menfionrd We have nho decided to withdr.iw’ onr troops in 
Burma ind M.al.av.a .-iftcr consultation with all ]Mrties conc.nncd and at their 

ricfe.en.-’e waa made to the bloated st.iff ni Genor.al ITeadquarters T have 
got with me here a graph 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh (Chotn Nagpur Division Non-Muhammnd.ml 
May I know one, thing f What is the amount of expendituro in keeping the 
army overseas? 

Mr, G. S. Bhalja: It is not readily available but I will ho prepared to give 
it to the ITononrnnile Member later, if he requires. But the point is this that 
the exyii'nditnre on troops which arc outside the borders of India is home by 
Flis Majesty’s Geverninent except in Japan where the Government of India 
agreed to hear the expenditure because the force was stationed there as a mark 
of the growth of India to nationhood and as a mark of her prestige as being one 
of the m.ajor Allied Powers in the last war Coming to General Headquarters, 
on tho 1 st of January 1946 the number of officers was somewhere ahouf, 2 . 300 , 
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Oh the 1st of Januaiy 1947 it came down to less than 1,400. The target fixed 
for reduction bv the Isi ol October is less tlian r>00 1 would hke to mention 

here the purpose for which the staff is yet of such largo size. Tlie reasons are 
that we are let not on a peacetime basis. They have to perform various 
important duties among which I would mention planning for the size and 
composition of the post-war Armed Foices, planning for nationalisation, 
planning scales oi uecoHiniodatioii, reoiganisalion' of the Military Engineering 
Services, disposal of surplus stocks, inainteiiance or withdrawal of Indian 
troops overseas, etc , etc. 

1 shall n(“xt refer to the eoinplaint made bv iny honourable friends Messrs. 
Jafler and Anthony with regard to the Indian Medical Department. 1 would 
say sLi aiglitaw.ay that Jte decision of the Government is to have in the future 
one military D;edioal service, namely the Indian Army Medical Corps This 
service will consist exohisivoly ot Indian olheeis, who aie graduates It is 

The postidi of the Indian Medical Department is however peculiar 

M\ friend ilieio eoniphiiiied tli.it we weie L'ojng io tlirow out of employment 
a large number of men who hnd done sph-ndid wwk during the war It is not 
qmto as he puts it. I acknowledge on hehnlf of the Defence Department the 
very evcellent work which the members of the Indian Medical Department 
did during the war But the process of demobilisation is p.ainful as has been 
pointed out. It is not that we wish to thiovv people ont of employment will- 
ingly We have to resort to deniolniisation because wc cannot possibly main* 
tain two million men in arms in peace time This T M D. consisted of two cad- 
res the British Ciidre and the Indian cadre The British cadre comprised 
mostly .\nu1o Indians and the Indian cadre comprised other Indians. They 
were not graduates They were licentiates. They wetc educated at the ex- 
pense of Government They were take-n m service when young and those 
who could qualify for the degree were given the opportunity to do so During 
the war, owing to the vast incrc.ase in the peisomicl of the armed forces and 
the necpssitv of appointing medical officers to look after them, it was found 
necessary to give commissions to licentiates as well It was Trinde clear 
from flip very beginning that these, temporary commissions were orily for the 
duration of the war and that the officers ccneenied would revert to Iheir ori- 
ginal status W'hen their services as officers were no longer required I do 
not ]iropose to go into derails hut T should like to point out that there i» 
really no cause for complaint on the part of this particular class of officers 
who were given tcmiiorary Commissions during the war They will be. 
given the option to revert to their old status Bv old status I 
mean the status which they would have been able to reach had the war 
not come on at all A shadow register was maintained and promotions 
will be granted to these officers as if there had been no war A few of them 
have been given the opportunity to go outside India ^o qualify themselves for 
the graduates course and thus make themselves eligible for the grant of per- 
manent commissions and actually 33 of them who are graduate, s have already 
been selected for the grant of permanent commissions and thedr mimes have 
been entered in the register which has been kept for that purpose I submit that 
these officers have no genuine grievance. A few have had the advantage of 
getting regular coinTnis.sionB in the T.A M C which they would never have 
got if it was not for the war, The remainder have enjoyed the fortunes of 
war for three or fourvoarv and they have now to revert to the status which 
they would have had theve been no war A somewhat beneficial revised pen- 
sion and gratuity scale has been worked out and those reverting to their ori- 
ginal status can make use of It if they found it more advantageous than Io 
continue in service. 
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I shall now deal with the large expenditure which has been the 8ub]eot 
of comment from all quarters of the House. Sir, Government are at one 
with the House in this matter. We wish to see the Defence Expenditure 
reduced to a figure which we can afford. It does not seem to be realised 
that this is the legacy of the war that wo cannot suddenly disband the vast 
number of personnel who joined the armed forces and leave them in the 
atreets. 

The budget estimates are based on the average strength of the three ser- 
vices. The average strength of the army has been taken at 3,84,945, of 
the Royal Indian Navy at 12,791 and of the Air Forces at 26,320. It is 
expected that the array will have been demobilized to about 50,000 personnel 
by the 1st of April 1947. According to present calculations, and if unfore- 
seen situations do not arise, it is anticipated that the Strength will be of the 
order of 300,000 by the end of December 1947. It is not possible to indi- 
cate the exact strength because Me have not yet been able to reach a deci- 
sion as regal ds the size and composition of the futur§ anned forces One 
Honourable Member complained of the delay in com'ng to a decision on this 
important and vital issue Sir, the previous Government rightly kept over 
this matter for decision by a popular Government inasmuch as the size of 
the Dofimce Budget vi-as inevitably bound to take a lion’s share in the budget 
of this country After the new Government assumed office, they grappled 
with this problem They have reached tentative conclusions The ques- 
tions now for consideration aie what is the size of the Defence Budget which 
the country can afford^ What is going to be the role of the future armed 
forces? I do not propose to go into the ethics of maintaining armed forces. 
I would onlv say fbal, whatever our ideology may be — we would like the armed 
foiccs f'. tic icrnoM'd ultogrther if all the other countries of the world did the 
same -lint ns prnftieal men, ns wise men ns men on whom the resiionsibility 
for till Icff iiee of flip couiitrv lies, it would be foolish, it would be impru- 
'denl oil our part to wildly cut down the forces to a figure which would put 
us at the merny of anv invader 

Our deinobil sntior machinery is working at full speed In order to 
ajipi c(•lJ^(o tile complicated macbincrv of demobilisation, I shall hneflv indi- 
cate the process In the main, onlv units are demobilised as a whole. 
Whoii a unit becomes available disbandment orders arc issued and a date 
is given bv which disbandment has to be completed. The units available 
for ilishaiKliTieiit depend on a nnbmer of factors, one of which is w'hcther it is 
able (o move fiom ds location without relief and if relief is leqiured the process 
of moving another unit to lake over has to be considered This necessitates- a 
large scale shufTlo of units and some times involves the movement of units 
back to hiclin from overseas If units have to be moved from overseas, 

the .ivailabilitv of shipping has to be considered, which is a very 'mportant 

factor at the yirescnt moment When a unit receives its orders 
for disbandment, il arranges to dispose of its veh’cles and stores It 
despatches to the Regimental Centre men who have volunteered for 
prc relensn training Tt has then to move us a unit to its regimental 
centre This involves the provision of special trains I mav mention foi 
fhe information of TTononrable Members that m the month of Jnmiarv some 
500 special trains had been run to move troops in this country Having 
arrived at the centre, the troops are called forward in batches for docu- 
mentation and withdrawal of personal equipment, etc and finallv they are 
•desnatehed to their yilaces of residence 

While we shall do evervthing that is possible to speed up demobilisation. 
I should like to utter a word of warning. India is pass’ng through a critical 
period at the present moment The insensate and fratricidal communal 

outbreaks that are going on in some parts of the country will fill every Indian’s 
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heart with sailiu-ss If ih.-sft dislurhnnceR eontiniie and the situfition does 

not return to normal, the demobilisation programme will have to slow down. 

Tlien, iigain, tiir, another important factor is the programme of disposals 
This piogramme slioiild proceed in accoid'ince w ill plan The IToiise is 
aware th.it the Defence Department are responsible for the custody and 
giuihliiig of hiigi' ipinntitK s of sinphis stores, which ties down a considerable 
numlier of .'iiitifd tones personnel The army is also respotis'ble for the 
etoiiiye aiul guanliiiy of Anieiican surpluses, whicli have been taken over 
by the floveMiment of India 

T slialJ PI' iiiion hero th.it we shall h.ave to retrench a huge number of 
tempoiaiv personnel m tlie armed forci's inehidm*; temporary labour, which, 
for ordnance depots aloiio, accounts for a sum of Rs 6 crores The labour 
in depots, fnctories, arsenals, etc will also bn\e to be retienebed Similarly, 
retrenchment has to bo carr'ed out in the Militaiy Accounts Depat tnient, 
which costs, roughly, Its .'5 crores T am sure the House will support the 
Department in rcsistir.tr all demands for slowing down retrenclirnent. 

As .igainst the possibility of speeding up demob'hs.itioii must be set the 
factors which I ha\o just mentioned I should also like to mention that 
provision has been made in the Budget for the cost of acquisition of land on’ 
the valuation of the- requisitioned properly on the date of the notice of re- 
quisition. Tlie House is already seisced by the rejiort of the Select (’om- 
mittce on the Requisitioned Land (Continuanec of Rowers) Bill It contains 
a recommendations that the market value to ho assessed for yiayriicnt of 
compensation should be as on the date of the notice of acquis tion .and not re- 
quisition This will involve addit’on.al expenditure to the extent of siweral 
crores, for which no provision has been made m the Budget 

A reference has been made to the Post-war Pav Committee The reeom- 
tnend.'.tir.ns of this Committee will have to he correlated to those of the Civil 
Pav Comimssion pad might involve some incieaso .n expenditure, the extent 
of wliieii it is not pi.ssihle to foit’sei' ai the moment and for which consequent- 
ly no provision has boon made in the Budget My Honour.able friend men- 
tioned tliiit till! P(st-war Pav Committee sbniild not have in re-do its vvirk 
now- Til, a* i« p'ccisclv (he point The Comm I tee has cot its tentative 
conclusions i-A,qriv and Us job now la to corre'aie those corclu.sions to the con- 
clusions which have been reached hv the Civl Pay Commission 

Mv Honourable fiiend Sardar Suiqit Smgh Majitliia made a n ference to 
a plea sure trip of a high officer I have no knowledge of the facts, but I 
can .issiire liit.i that wx sh.all look into the mattei and if th.i- facts alleged 
are true, we wdl eons'drr wdiat action should he taken T do not wish to 
take more tune- of the House 

INfv ITcnour.ihle f.iend l!ic mover of ihi> cut niot’oii, made a leference to. 
the necessity of building up the national forces of India The Defence Depart- 
ment IS at one with him in this matter The very object of appointing the 
Nationalisation Committee is to speed up nationalisation In fact. Govern- 
ment arc now considering what revision of the terms of this Committee is 
necccsaiv ms a result of the declaration made bv Hig -Majesty’s Government 
recently But, as I said the other day, the terms already lay down thail 
they sbonld make recommendations for the replacement of non-Indian personnel 
by Indian personnel in the shortest possible time Soon after his assump- 
tion of office, the Honourable the Defence Member broadcasted a messago 
to the armed forces in which he laid considerable emphasis on the necessity 
of these forces considering themselves as the national forces of India. ' There- 
after fhe Honourable the Vice-President of the Inter'm Government and the 
Honourable the Defence Member made an appeal to the youth of India to 
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come forward lu larger numbers to serve their country in the national forces^ 
1 shall only add that I hope the House will., give every encouragement to 
the armed forces persouuel. 1 particularly endorse the appeal which has 
been made by my iioi.ouiable friend Mr. Anthony to keep oiit political con- 
siderations horn the armed torces and hope that it will find ready response 
from all quarters. The Army is the only neutral force in the country and 
it 18 the only tome which has proved impartial in the terrible disturbances 
whish v\ j are wituessmg. As 1 said the otlier day, we have received reports 
of nothing hut piaise and admiration for the manner in which these troops 
have behaved themselves and 1 am confident they will continue to maintain 
their fmc tr.idiuoiis m the future 

Mr, Deputy President: Mi. Itohim Kumar Chaudhun 
Tho Honourable Sardar Baldev Smgh (Hefenee Member). ISir, I would like 
to speak tor ten minutes only, ,1 tbe Hoiiouiable Jlcmber agrees 

Mr. Deputy President: Will tbe Honourable Member (Mr. llohini Kumar 
Chaudhun) apeak for ten minutes only as tho Defence Member also wishes to- 
speak''' 

Sreejut Rohmi Kumar Chaudhun (Assam Valloy. Non-Muhammadan); t 
will take only li\e minutes 1 also nisli to be included amongst those who 
have tpekeu on this momentous motion, which was nio%ed by my gallant friend' 
Mr. f'li Piakasa who claimed lu belong to feudal class May 1 remind tho 
Hoiioiirahle Member that Juiulal lords, \\hate\or may be the pieusurcs in which 
they indulged llumselvcs, wcie duUnguBlicd fui then v.doi’r and skill in war? 
And may 1 also hope that, given the oppoitunily lu mdependeiit India, my. 
Honuuiaiile liiend will he able to eclipse bis p’edcccssois? 

yir, m my speech 1 shall bo meiely ei-liomg some of the questions which, 
arc iippermo.st in tiic minds oi oin people at the present moment We are 
going to bo mdependeiit very soon At tins juncture, may we know' wii.it is- 
tho arraiigenifeiit between tho iliitish Government and the Indians who are now 
in GoveimiieuL'? Are wo gonig to bo piotecled m our country by tho JSvitish 
Navy for some tune moio or aio we going to depend on tho Itoyal Air Forcei 
for our protection'/ Are we going to lie on our knees and ask tho British army 
to remain here ior a little wJnlo n.oie so tliat we niav gather the .strength to 
defend ourselves m the meantime/ Thibu aie the questions winch .ire upper- 
most in the iiuiid of every Indian teda^. Sh, the piesont Vherov will soon 
gin and the Viccroyulty will soon disapp. ar T should like to know wh'jtbcr 
the present Comrnander-in-Chief also will disappear at tli,' same tnue. I 
should like to know if there is any Indian m tho mind of our govi rnrm nt who- 
can occupy the position of the Commandei-in-Cliief Sir, inm’ I rcirmul ths 
Hous', that Xetaji Sublinsh Chandra Bose came from a province wliicli was 
euj; posed to be nou-martial, they had no army W'orth the name, they had no 
arms, even lathis weie banned in that province. Yet we <a\v th.at Ncta]i 
cOTTiTnanded n v-ast force of A'/ad Hind F.nui, whieh but foi the unfortunate 
cireinnstanees which had beset Ihem, would have written the history of India 
in quite a different manner 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Assam would have been free long ago 
Sreejut Sohlol Kumar Ohaudhuri; My Honourable friend reminds me of 
Assam even if I want to forget it. Tho other provinces of India are almost 
indilTorent to the fortune of Assam. T may lemind mv Honourable friend 
that there, was an Assam regiment consisting of a thousand people which 
feught tbe enemy — unfortunately Ibev were our own National Armv men — 
on the Nnga hills and 900 out of 1,000 were cut to pieces. That shows with 
what bravery they fought They know how to fight, they did not know how 
to run away like some people. That is the difficnltv. Jokes apart, T shcwld' 
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like to make some surgestious to tlie Honourable the Defence Member lor 
his considerations. The iirat thing J.hat 1 would urge upon him is to employ 
*8 many men as possible of the Indian National Army. There should not be 
-an_\ ban against their appointment. There might have been some unfortunate 
epithets flung at them by the previous government, but no such feeling should 
be entertained by the present Government as it is the Government of the 
Indian people. I should also suggest that none of the emergency commission- 
ed oflRcers should bo discharged If anybody is not up to the mark, further 
trahing should be given to them No attempt should be made to get the ex- 
servicemen back to their civilian vocations They should all be absorbed in 
the army. Wc shall need the services of all these ex-service men if the 
British army withdraws I would also suggest there should be some more 
training centres in different provinces lor military training, because wherever 
military training centres exist, militaiy spirit is infused into the mind of the 
youths of the plaee I would point out. Sir, that m Assam, which is so much 
derided, there is excellent material for the army If there are training centres, 

I am sure, Assam will provide an excellent, field for recruitment of young men 
for (he arnr, and for training in guerilla warfare They can be better used 
a', unit', for gucnlla uavfare After all in modern warfau*. guerilla warfare is 
an pxce’lent method of defending one’s country. 

Another point which 1 sh'.uld like to hung to the notice of the Honourable 
Detf'itce Mcrnhi'r is thi,=. When a unit is moved, the unit officers get only 
wai'i'.uit. Init uhen somebodv ii. G IT Q moves, he gels three first class I 
sucgi ' ( there should lie no distinction and no such extravapanoe m case of 

G H G 

The l.ist but not the least point that 1 wish to make is tliu that .(lie 
Honourable Defence irember and Honourable Home Member should consider 
the ;i(l\ 'sfihil t\ of imincdi.ilclv repi* ding the Anns Act In these days young 
men get startled even at the sound of a gnii In our boyhood days, young men 
wore more aceusloinc-d to use of arms than now Distrust h,n interveiifed 
between our goncr.it on and the present generation and the present day boy» 
Will not make good .soldiers unless the Anns Act is repealed 'mmcdiately and 
military training is given to the hoys Everv in.an should be allowed to use 
arms ,is he likes The fear that there will be civil war or there will be r.ots 
or there will be more suicides should not deter the Government from repealing 
the Arms Act. 

Sri R. Veakatasubba Seddiar (South Aroot ewm Chmglepuf Non-Muli.rm- 
madan llural) Sir, before vou call upon the Defence Member to reply to 
tlie debate, I should like to tell him that we expect a reply to the question 
of the Ordnance Officers, Civilians which was raised hv Mi Jaffer The 
Defence Sccietarv did not give any reply to the points raised b\ some Honour- 
able Members Notice have been served on -some Ordnance officeis I would 
requt"-'t the Honourable Defence Member to give q reply with regard to that 
point. 

The Honourable Sardar Baldev Singh; Sir, befoie I reply to the points raised 
by the Honourable Members, I should like to say that I owe an apology to this 
House for mv unavoidable absence I may assure the House that it was not at 
all intentional I had to go to the Punjab in order to see for myself whether the 
■-military force is enough to cope with the situation in the Punjab 

(At this st.Tge, Mr. President resumed the Cbait; 

I returned this afternoon and as soon Os T w-ns told that the Cut Motion about 
the Budget has come up. T lUshed to the House T am Kerry I was not in 
time to listen to the retn^is w-hich the Mm-T had to make. Sir, most of the 
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points have been replied to by the Defence Secretary and I do not wiah to 
repeat. 1 have got only one or two poiutti to reply to. The first one is about 
the criticism that has been raised regarding the notice of discharge seived on 
the Civilian Ordnance Cffloers. Cruu-isin has also been made that the recom- 
mendations of the JSlationalisatic-n Committee have been turned down. I may 
assure the House that nothing ot the soit has been done. The House will 
remember that I was responsible for the appointment of this Nationulisation 
-Commatteu with the object oi replacing the Jint bh olheers that havc> been 
there m the armed forces lor such a long time. Tlie terms of reference of 
this NationaJ'salion Committee are very well known to all Honourable Mem- 
bers oi the House. 1 stand here to give the assurance to tlie House and 
through this House to the country that it will be the earnest desire of the 
Government that the recommendations of the .\ationalisatiou Committee 
should be given effect to Now, Sir, reg.arJiiig thi>, particular matter, a satis- 
factory leply has 'been given bv the Defence Sccretar> on the Adjournment 
Motion that was sought to be moved on the subp'ct The, iiositioii is this. 
Idb officers have been served with notice There are altogether 1,600 officers 
in the, Ind'aii Army Ordnance Corps Wo require oidv 100 civilmn officers 
ai.d 600 mihtary officers as the post-war strength of this cadre is not going 
to be more than 700 olficu.. For 600 mihtarv officers we have 706 Indian 
militurv officers and for I'H) civihan offieois we have got even after dispensing 
with the services of ufliceis, about 8!)0 civilian officers Now, Sir, 
regarding the Nal.iouuhsation Cominitloe recoiuincadatioiis, it is true that they 
have i'i.c(,",ia)U'ndi (1 th.il (be nol'cis (bat have been ‘.erved on these 135 officers 
should he withdrawn We h ivi re.tlK not turned down the recommendations 
of the Nationn!isa(iori lomni.ttic But what wc have said is this. The re- 
commendations of the N.ition.ihsalion eominittAJc were rv'ceived about a fort- 
night ago We had no tune to examine them It is the view of the Defence 
Department that these 13.5 officers who had loined only in 1945 have to go 
In any case. It does not mean thal. we vvwh to keep the British officers who 
are already there to the extent of six hundred, but what it means is that we 
have not been able to examine (he recommendations of the Nationalisation 
Committee, and it will take us some lime before wc can select the Indian 
officers who will be qualified to take the place of the British officers that are 
servmg in that cadre Now, Sir, I hojie the House will he satisfied that as 
far as the Defence Department is concerned we are t'crfectlv prepared to give 
effect to the recommendations of the Nationalisation Committee, and it is not 
at all mv desire nor the desire, of the Interim Government to do anvthing to 
prolraig the stnv of British officers who are no longer necessnrj’ 

There is another point which wes raised bv my Honourable friend Sardar 

Surjit Singh about the dismissal of A O C -m-C Sir Boderick Carr. T do not 

want to go into this question All that I w'ould like to say is that he has not 
been dismissed at all but I am responsible for dispensing with his services 
ir consultation with the Commnnder-in-Chie,f Whether he had pro-Indian 
views or he was in fnx’our of nationalisation is a different ra.atter about which 
I do not know ; but T mav inform this House that to nntionnliae the forces is 
not the work of the A O C -in-C but it rests now with the Defence Member 
and. if J may say so, with the Interim Government I wall sarv in this con- 
nection that whether the A O C is A, B or C it does not matter. It is not 

the question of a particular officer; it is a question of the policy of the Gov- 

ernment of India, and that policy is to natimialise all the armed forces. And 
In this connection T must say that T have been receiving the fullest possible 
cooperation from the Commander-in-Chief. 


The next question that was raised 
«m*ed forces personnel. I think this 
Honourable friend Sardar Surjit Singh 


was in connection with the pay of the 
question was again raised bv my 
that the tm^nical staff of the air force* 
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should be paid an adequate haJary It is the desire of the Defence Depart- 
ment to pay as best salaries as iwssible, bub the House will agree with me 
that It 18 not possible for Govemiiieut to pay the high salaries that people are 
getting in industries As you know, Sir, on accoiiiit of the peculiar condi- 
tions that exist in the world today arnd in this country the industrialists are 
in a position to pay much higher salaries and no Govcrnnicut — if I may say 
so — can afford to pay thoir services as high salaries us the industrialists can. 
I may h< re again stress the point that it is the desire of the Government of 
India to pay the defence services as good salaries as is possible or as we call' 
afford In this connection, as has already been pointed out by the Defence 
Scerrtarv, a Pay Commilici' has beci a])pouitcd and they ha\e thoroughly 
examined the matter and then leeonimendiUions will he considered along with 
the recommendations of the Pay Commission which will come up before Gov- 
ernment shortly. 

My Honourable fiiend Lawson stn'ssed a vetv im])ortant point about 
the aimed forces Ho I'ghtly said that tin- armed forces of India have made 
a name in the world I am sine {be House will agiee that whatever may have 
been our nohtienl differences in Ihe past there is no doubt that the armed 
forces of this country have nvule a name in the whole w'orld We arc proud 
of our armed forces and T wish lo assure the House that it is the desire of 
Government (o maintain llu' fotees at a high le’.el of ofRoionev It is our 
earnest desire that we vmt to reduce the evnenditurc (o the ii'iniuinm possi- 
ble hut in rodiieing the exnendiliire I can assure the TToiise that the efficlcncv 
of the armed forces will not be ignored In fids eonnootion I will again men- 
tion that although w'e, want onr armies to be very efTieient to be v'cU equipped 
and to be of the same standard as the armies of oilier parts of the world, it 
g p ^ is not as has iva'u madi eleai mir intention to use th( m for aggi'es- 
s'‘ve pm poses, bnt we want to iis(. (lieni to defend the honour and 
prestige of this country 

Mr. President: Honmualde iireiuheis udl unieirl'ii th.it on tlie t'irsb dav 
allotted fir D 'uiamls (or Cii.iiifs I preferred to follow the PailiaTnentary priio- 
tice and straightaway lead out (hose deiTiiuids undci which cut motions had 
tieen tabled, as all the Ilemauds h.id .I'rrarL lieen reeoiniiirnded hv the 
Govemcr General Now'. I pro ost tu lu.ilte ,i luirher change and irrtcad of 
putting each deni.md hefeic the Jlmea s-p.u T pio|).rse— as iii the case 

of uncontesfed cl.niscs of a Hill — lo jmt ,dl the drnnnnds eolIcetive]v to the 
Houko I mnv diaw attention to the feel (h 't ties \ear lu the Older Paper 
comaiuing tho list of demands the paitii uhii .amount against each demand has 
been entered sep.aratelv, which was not the uraetico during previous \pavs 
So Honourable \reinbprs have tuwv eet Hicni the serial number of tho 

demand, the heul of the drm.ind and also th" .amount of the demand So. I 
propose to put .all these demands together and the formula will be slightly 
dififerentlv w'orrled 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Tf we w.ant to throav out. a demand what should W'e do? 

Mr. President; Tf nnv p.arfieulnr demtmd k obieeted to I will put it sepa- 
rately Ma\ I know if anv demand is going to he opposed? 

SJt. N. V. Oadgil: Ye-, Sir d; mand no .‘10 

Mr, President; I slmll put that eefinately if the Honourable Member no 
desires 

Tho question is 

‘‘That tho fppaiate sums not exceeding the sums shown in the third column of tho Osder 
Paper exrept tjie scmi shown against Demand No. 30, be granted to the Governor General 
in Council to dcfiay the charges which will come in course of payment during the year 
ending the 31st day of March 194S, in respect of corresponding demands entered in the- 
eecond column thereof." 
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Thi> motion was adopted. 

Demand No. 30 — India Office and Uiuii C’/OMmissionke’s Ebtabushmknt 
(’/nAROEB 

Mr. President: The question is 

''That a sum not exceeding Bs 88,000 be granted to the Governor General in 
■Gouncil to defiay the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of Ma'ch, 1048, in respect of ‘India Offue and High Commissionet’s Establish- 
ment Charges’ ” 

The motion was adopted 

Shri D. P. Earmarkai (Hoinhm Southern Division Non-Muharamadan 
Rural) May ] suggest, Sii, tiiat in view of tins procedure this list of Demands 
will form a part of the pioecedni"-, of this House 

Mr. President: So fai as tin* proe< edintrs go, each Demand will be printed 
fifparntelj 

[A& directed bv the llonouiable the I’lcsidoit the Motions for Demands 
for Grants which wire adopted by the Asaeiobly arc reproduced below — Ed of 
.Doha \ os ] 

Dimvnd No 1 -CrsToMs 

"Tlint a sum not ovcoeding Rs 1,10,81,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
C'oiinul to ilcfiay the diargcs which \vi'. come in course pf pavinent duiing the year ending 
the 31«t d,i> ot Manh, 1948, in respect of ‘f’listoins’ ” 

Demand No ‘2 -('i.nti-.ai, Excise and Salt 

"Tti.it ,i <111111 not exceeding Ks 4,00,99,000 be granted to tiie Governor General in 
Council to clefiav the charges which will lome in com so of pavinciit dm mg the year ending 
the 31si ilay of llaich. 1948 in icspecl ot ‘Cential Excise and Salt’ ” 

Deaiand No <3 — Twv.s on J.ncome inci.odi.ng ConroRATiox Tax 

'"lhat a sum not evKoding Rs 1,72,07,000 lie gr.'nted to (he Goiernor-Goneral in 
('ouiicil to defray the <’liamis wlmh will criiic lu course of payment during the ye-ir ending 
the 31st day of ALiiih I91i! in ii-iie. t of "T.ives on Imome inc’udmg ('oipoiation Tux’.’* 

Dkma.vi) No A -OfitM 

"That a sum not o\, coding Rs 07,69,00ri \», .g,,,„tca to the Governor-Gcnoral in 

( ouncil to dcfiay the di.irges wlmh will come in ionise of payment ihiinig the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in nspe. t of 'Opium' " 

Demand No ■) — I’kovinci ai l■'.\nsE 

"Th.st a sum not exiiediiig Rs 4,19,000 he granted to the Governor-General in 

Council to defray the ch.arges which will conic in cour.se of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of Marcli. 1948, in I'Cspeit of ‘Provincial Excise’ ” 

Df,mv.mi No (V Stamps 

"That a *um not exceeding Rs 72,65,000, be grantea to the Governor-General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of pacment during the year ending 
the 3lBt day of March, 1M8, in lespeot of "Stamps’ 

Demand' No 7 T'oekht 

"That a sum not exceeding Rd 31,11000 be granted to the Governor-General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1948, in respect of ’Forest’ ’’ 

Demand No 8 — Ikrigation (including working EXPFjfsEs), NAvioA-noN, Em- 
bankment AND Drainage works — ^met from Eevbndb 

"Hial u sum not exceeding Rs. 8,43,000 be granted to the Guvemor-Oeneral is 
Conncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment daring the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1048, in respect of 'Irrigation, Navigalutn (including working espenaea). 
Embankment and Drainage worka— met from Revenne’.” 
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Djswynd No. 9— Indian Posts and Telegkaphs Department (including work- 
ing expenses) 

"That a sum not exceeding Ks. 24,81,25,000 bo granted to the Governor-General in. 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment daring the year ending 
Uie Slst (lay ot March, 1948, in respect of ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs Department 
(including working e.vpenses)’.” 

Demand No, 10 — Lsterest on Debt and Other Obligations and PiEduction or. 
Avoidance of Debt 

"That a sum not exceeding Hs. 1,67,65,000 be granted to the Governor-General m 
Council to defray the charges which will come m course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, m respect of ‘Inteiest on Debt and Other Obligations and Beduc- 
tion or Avoidance of Debt’ ” 

Demand No. U — Cabinet 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs 4,60,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to dofiay the charges which will come in course of payment during the >ear ending 
the 31st day of March, 1848, in res]>ett of ‘Cabinet’. ’’ 

Demand No 12 — Council of State 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,49,0(W bo granted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come m course of payment during the year ending 

the 3lEt day of March, 1346, m respect of ‘Council of State’ ’’ 

Demand No 13 — Legislative Assembly and LEoiSLAfivK Assembly 
Depart went. 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs 9,46,000 he granted to the Governor-General in 

Council’ to dsfiay the chaigcs whirh will come m course of payment during the year ending 

the 31st day of March, 1948, m respect of ‘Legislative Assembly and Legislative Atsembly 
Department’ ” 

Demand No 14- Con.stitvent Assembly 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 45,43,000 be granted to the Governor-General lo 
Ckiuncil to defray the <hargoi which will come in 'o.iisi of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1948, in respect of ’Constituent Assembly’.’’ 

Demand No. 15 — Home Department 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,55,000 be granted to the Oovemor-Oeneral in 
Council to defray (he ihargcs which will c.nno in coursn ot payment during the year ending 
the 3lBt day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘ffome Dcpaitmeiit' ’’ 

Demand No. 16 — Department op Information and Broadcasting 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 37,58,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Connell to defray the chaiges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, m respect ot ‘Deparlroent of Information and Droadcasting’ 
Demand No. 17 — Leoislativf. Department 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs 8,26,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Connell to defray the chimes ivlmb wilt eemo in courw oi payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Legislative Department’ ’’ 

Demand No. 18 — Dep.artment of Education 
’’That a sum not exceeding Rs. 28.43,000 be granted lo the Governor General in 
Council In defray the char';es which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1948, in respect o£ ‘Department of Education’." 

Demand No. 19 — ^Department of Agriculture 
’’That a sum not exceeding Rs 19 27,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defra" the chafers which will come ii course ol ravmcnt daring the year ending 
the 31at day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Department of Agriculture'.' 

Demand No. 20 — Dep.artmknt of Health 
“That a Bum not exceeding Rs. 6.10,000 bo granted to the Governor-General im 
Connell to defray the charges which will come in roorse of payment during the year endinit 
tba 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Department of Health’.’' 
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Demand No 21 — Department of Commonwealth Relations 
"That a sum not exceeding Bs 7,57,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1^, in respect of ‘Department of Commonwealth Relations’.” 

Demand No. 22 — ^Finance Department 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs 31,06,000 bo granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1048, in respect of ‘Finance Depaitment’.’’ 

Demand No. 23 — Commerce Department 
"That a sum not exceeding Ra 37,89,000 he granted to the Governor-General ior 
Council to defray the charges which will comi in course of payment during the year ending- 
Uie 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Commerce Department' " 

Demand No. 24 — Department of Labour 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs 10,06,000 he granted to the Governor-General i* 
Conncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Department of Labour’." 

Demand No. 25 — Department of Works, Mines and Power 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 15,26,000 ha granted to the Governor-General in-- 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment dnrmg the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Department of Works, Mines and Power’ " 

Demand No. 26 — Department of Communications 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs 5,07,000 bo granted to the Governor-General in. 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending, 
the Mst day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Department of Communications’." 

Demand No 27 — Department of Transport 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 20,53,000 be granted to the Governo' General in 
Council to defray the cljarges which will come in course of Doymenl durinj the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, m lespect of 'Department of Transport'." 

Demand No. 28 — ^Food Department 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 60,92,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31ft day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Food Department’.’’ 

Demand No. 29 — Central Board op Revenue 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs, 29,13,000 be granted to the Governor-General in- 

Council to defray the ch-irges which will como ir, nurse of paimont during the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 1948, in respect of ’Central Board of Revenue’." 

Demand No 30 — India Office and High Commissioner’s Establish- 

ment Charges 

"That a sum not - exceeding Rs. 88,009 be granted to the Governor-General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in courso of payment durmg the year ending 
the Slst day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘India OiBce and High Commissioner’s Establish- 
ment Charges’." 

Demand No. 31— Payments to other Governments, Departments, etc., on 
account of the Administration of Agency Subjects and Management of 
T lIEASlRlES. 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 99,000 be granted to the Gciernor-Oenoral in 

Conncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st dav of Match, 1948, in respect of ‘Payments to other Governments, Departments, 
•te., on account of the Administration of Agency Subjects and Management of Treasuries’.” 


. Demand No. 32 — ^Audit 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 1,88,72,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the char'es which will come 'oorsi* of payment daring the year ending 
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Demand No 33 — Administration of Justice 
“That a sum not e'coecdmg Rs. 8,000 he granted to the Governor-General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of Maich, 1948, in respect of ‘Jails and Convict Settlements’.” 

Demand No 34 — Jails and Convict Settlements 
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 3,38,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
’Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31aL day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Administration of Justice’.” 

Demand No S.'i — P olice 

• That a sum not exceeding Rs 31,37,000 he granted to the Governor-General in 

Council to defiay the -haraos which 'mU conic in ourse of payment duiing the year ending 
the 31st day of March. 1948, in respect ot ‘Pohie’ ’’ 

Demand No 36 — Pouts and I’lioiMih 
“That a sum not exceeding Rs 30 68,000 he granted to the Governor General in 
'Council to defray the oh.iigcs which will cfiiic in .emse of pavmont during the year ending 
the Slst day of Marih, 1948, in respect of 'Poits and Pilotage’ ” 

Demand No 37 — ^Iuoiitiioi sls \m> Lroii i ships 
“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 10,53,000 bo gianted <o the Governor-General in 
Council to defiay the chaiges which will come in ionise of pavment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Lighthouses and Lightships’ ” 

Demand No 38 — Survey of India 

“That j. hum not exceeding R.s 81,07.000 be gianttil to the Governor-General m 

Council to defiay the ch.in'ts whnh will come in (onr'C of pnvnicnt duiing the year ending 
the 31st dav of March, 1948, in lespect of ‘Survey of India’ ’ 

Demand No 30 — Dotanical Survey 

“That a snn 

barges which will come in 'oiii'.o of p.avment duiing the year ending 


Demand No 40 — Zoological Surakv 

Accoliiig Rs .5,40,000 be gi.mted to the Governor Genoial in 
i.iigc' whnh will ermt in <'oiir'-o ot imvmonf during the vcai ending 
in rcspeit of ‘Zoological Survey' " 

Demand No. 41 — Geological Si uvky 

“That a sum not exceeding R« 15,57,009 be gianted to the Governor-General in 
Counnl to dcfiav the < barges wbich will come in toiiise of payment during the year ending 
the 31st dav of 3farch. 1948, in respect of ‘Geoloirual piirec'j’ ’’ 


DFMANn No 15 - Minus 

“That a 111111 not ex< coding Ri 7 87 000 be gianted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges vvhicli will come in (oune of pavmont during the year endmg 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Mines’ ” 

Demand No. 43— Aroiiacoloov 


“That a sum not exceding Rs 21 30000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the chargea which will come in .onrie of payment during the year ending 
the 31st dav of March, 1948 in respect of ‘ATchieologv’.’’ 


Demand No 44— Meteorolooa 


“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 72,31,000 be granted to the Ooveraor-Oeneral In 
tonneil tfl defiMv the fhariTM which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
a respect of 'Meteorologv'.” 


Demand No 4f > — Other Rcirntifio, Departments 
1 not exceeding Rs. 102,85.000 


the Govemor-Oenerel in 


•■‘That s _ 

f^nncil to defray the (h^es which will come in eonree of payment during 'the ^"«di)ig 
•the 31st day of March, 1948. in respect of 'Other BcientHie B^rtmente*." 
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Dbmana No. 4(^Education 

“That a aua not axceeding Ra. 90,76,000 b« granted to the Oovtfnor-Oeiieral in 
■Council to delra.v the chargea which wiii come m coui&e ol payment during the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 1948, in reapect of ‘Rducation’. ” 

Demand No. 47 — ^Medical Services 

“That a aum not exceeding Bs. 38,35,000 be granted to the Qovemor-Oeneral in 
Council to defray the chargea which will come in courae of payment during the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 1948, in reapect of 'Medical Services'.” 

Demand No. 48 — Public Health 

“That a aum not exceedmg Rs. 42,90,000 be granted to the Governor-General m 
Council to defiay the rhargea which will come in course of -payment during the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 19^ in respect of ‘Public Health’.” 

Demand No. 49 — ^Aohicultuke 

"That a sum not exceeding Ra 1,4S,52,000 be granted to the Governor General la 
Council to defray the < barges which will come m course of payment during the year endmg 
the Slat day of March, 19^, m respect of 'Agriculture'.” 

Demand No. 50 — Civil Veterinary Services 

“That a sum not exceeding Rg. 27,95,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will coma in course of paynieiit during the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 19«, m respect of ‘Civil Veterinaiy Services’.” 

Demand No. 61 — Industries 

“That a aum not exceeding Ra 43,62,000 be granted to the Qovemor-Genenl In 
Council to defray ihe t barges which will come in course of payment during the year endmg 
the Slit day of March,. 1948, m respect of ' Industries’. ” 

Demand No. 52 — Overseas Communication Service 

“That a sum not exceeding Rt. 45,91,000 be granted to the Oovemor-Oeneral in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 19^, in respect of ‘Overseas Communication Service'.” 

Demand No 58 — Aviation 

"That a sum not exceeding Rs 2,21,81,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the < barges which will come in course of payment during the year endmg 
the 31st day of March, 1048, in resperi of 'Aviation’.'* 

Demand No 54 — Broadcasting 

“That a sum not exceeding Ra. 1,01,68,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the chatces which will come m. coarse of payment daring the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 1948, m reapect of 'BtoadcastiDg'. ” 

Demand No. 55 — Department of Industries and Supplies 

“That a aum not exceedmg Rs. 3,34,61,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in coarse of payment during the year endmg 
the 31st day of March, 1^, in respect of ‘Department of Induatriea and Supplies'.” 

Demand No. 66 — Emigration 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs. 12,33,000 be granted to the Oovemor-Oeneral in 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the Slat day of March, 19^, in respect of 'Emigration’. ” 

Demand No. 67 — Commercial Intelligence and Statistics 

“That a aum not exceeding Rs. 23,68,000 be granted to the Govemor-Oeneral in 
Council to defray the chargea which will come in course of payment during the year endiiw 
the 31tt day of March, 19^, in respect of ‘Commercial Intelligence and Statistics’.” 

' ; Demand No. Sd — Census 

“That a aum not axceeding Rs. 1,55,000 bo granted to the Qovemor-Oeiieral in 
Council to defray the cherges which will come in course of payment during the veer ending 
the Mat day of Idarch, 1948, in reflect of 'Cenana’.’’ 
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Demand No 59 — Joint Stock Companies 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 3,96,000 be granted to the Governor-General lu 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31at day of March, 1948, in respect ot ‘Joint Stock Companies’.” 

Dem.vnd No go — ^Ixdivn Dairy Department 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 15,37,000 be giaiited to the Qovernor-Geneial in 
Council to defiay tlit cliaiges -which will come in couise of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1M8, in lespect of ‘Miscellaneous Departments’ ’’ 

Demanij No Gl — M iscellaneous Departments 
That a sum not exceeding Rs 48 73,000 bo giantcd to the Uoveinoi-Generul in 
Council to deliay the tli.iiges whiiii will come iii cotiisc of payinoiit duiiiig the year ending 
the 31bt day of Maith, 1948, in respect of ‘ Miscellaneous Departments ’ 

Dl.minu No. 6‘2 —Clrrenci 

‘That a sum not e.scecdiug Hs 71,27,000 be granted to the Governor-Geneial in 
Council to detiay the thames whnh will conic in course of pavment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in lespcct of ‘Cuirency’ ’’ 

Demano No GG — Mint 

“That a sum not evieoihng R.s 1,06.05,000 be gianted to the Governor-General m 
Council to defiay the cbaigea which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
thev3]st day of Match, 1948, in lespect of ‘Mint’ ’’ 

DiMt'sl) No G-I— (’IVIL WoRKh 

“Tliat a sum not evcoedmg Rs 5 59,61,000 he granted to the Goveinoi-General in 

Coumil to defiay the charges which will come in coiiise of payment during the year ending 
the 31bt day of Maicli, 1948, m respect of 'Civil Works’.’’ 

Dems.m) No (m — Ck\iti\l Ho\i) Funu 

“Tliat a hum not e.\>.e«(liiig Rs 3,12,00,000 ho gianted to the Govcinoi -General in 

Council to defray the charges whiih will lome in coiirhe of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948 in lespect ot ‘Central Road Fund’.’’ 

Demand No (ifi -Super wvinTtov Aiiowwues ^vd Pensio.vs 

“That a sum not eviiednig Rs 1.32 82 000 be giantcd to the Goveiiior-Oeneral in 

Coiimil to defiay tlie tliaiges which will come in louiso ot payment duiing the year ending 
the 31st d.iv of March, 1948, in ic spent ol '.Supeiaimiiatioii llloivaiicos and Ponsions’ ' 
DimWD No l>7 — S'l MTOVKRV tVD I’HIN'IINO 

‘That a sum not exceeding Its 84,80,000 he granted to the Ooveinor-Geueial in 
Coiimil to defiay the < barges which will come m course of payment during the yeai ending 
the 31st day of Mauh 1948 in lespeet of ‘Stationery and Printing’ ’’ 

Dem\nd No GB -Miscei.lankoi'h 

‘ 'Tliat a sum not exceeding Rs. 19,80,99,000 be gianted to the Goveiiioi Geneial in 

Council to defray the chatges which will come in course of payment dming the year ending 
the 31 .st day ot Match, 1648 m respect ot ‘Miscellaneous’ ’’ 

Demwd No GO- Mim m i weous Aiiji..‘<tmen’'i s retwhen mue (Jentrm, and 

PltOVINriAL (io\ ERNMENJ'S 

“ihat a ouiii not exueding K» 80,000 he gianted to the Go\ei jioi-Oencial in 
Council lo defiay the (haiges which will come in coiiise of payment duung the year ending 
the 31ht day of March, 1948 in lespcct of ‘Miscellaneous Adjustments between the Central 
.iriil Piovincial Governments’.’’ 

Demand No 70 — IfE'CErrLExtPNT \nd Devei opmen'I’ 

“That a huni not exceeding Rh 6 96 30,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Count il to defiay the charges which will come in couise of payment during the year ending 
the 31st tlav of March. 1948, in lespect of ‘Resettlement and Development’ “ 

DeMVND No 71 ClML DeE’ENCK 

“That a sum not exceeding Re 1,50,000 be grante 1 to the Goxernor-General m 
Council to defray the charg'es which -will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, 'n respect of ‘Oivil Defence’.” 

Demand No 72— Dei, hi 

“ That a Sum not exceeding Rs, 1,33,79,000 be granted to the Govenior-Generai in 
Council la defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the yeitr ending 
the 3Ist day of March, 1948, in respect oif ‘Delhi’ ” 
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Demand No 73 — ^Ajmeu-Merwaba 
“That a sum not exceeding Rs 54,77,000 be granted to the (lovernor-General in 

Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment duimg the year ending 
the 31st day of Match, 1948, m respect of ‘Ajmer-Merwaia’ ” 

Demand No 74 — Panth Pjvluda 

“That a sun not exceeding Rs 21,000 be gi;anted to the Governor General in 

Council to defray the charges '.vhicli will come in couise cl payment duiing the year ending 
the Slst day of Maich, 1948, in lespect of ‘Panth Piploda’.’’ 

Demand No T.i — A ndvman and Niooumi Isiwds 
“That a sum not exceeding Rs 75,40,000 be granted to the Goveinor-General in 

Council to defray the chaiges winch will ci-me m couistj of payment luiing the year ending 
the 31sl (Uy of Maich, 1948, in lespect of ‘Andaman and Nicobar Islands’ ’ 

Demand No 76 — Capital Outlay on Salt 
“That a suni not exceeding Rs. 68,60,000 be granted to the Governor General in 

( ouncil to defiay the charges which will come in touise of payment dm mg the veai ending 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Capital Outlay on Salt’ ” 

Demand No 77 — Capital Outlay on Forests 
■‘Tliat a sum not exceeding Rs 44,76,000 be granted to the Governor-General m 
( ouncil to defray the charges which will come m course of payment during the year ending 
the 31at dav of Maich, 19%. in icspect of ’Capital Outlay on forests’ ’’ 

Demand No 7H — Capital Outlay on i'he Securi'I’y Piuntinu L’behs 
“That a sum not exceeding Ra 22,11,000 be granted to the Gov cnioi -General in 
Council to detiay the clxarges whiih will come m course of payment during the year endmg 
the 31st day ot Maiih, 1948, iii ie«|.ect of Capital Outlay on the Security- Printing Press’ ” 

Demand No 79 — Capital Outlay on Indian Posts and Telegraphs (not met 
FROM Revenue) 

“That a sum not e\ceoding Rs 5,45,29 000 be granted to the Goveitior-Ueneial in 
Council to definy the charge.n whn h will come in ionise of payment during the year ending 
Uio 31st dav of March, 1948, m icspect of ‘f’apital Outlav on Indian Posts and Telegraphs 
(lint met fiom Revenue)’ ” 

Demand No 80 — Indian Posts and Telegrapii&--Stores Suspense (not met 

niOM liEVENUE) 

“That a sum not e\ceeding Rs 1,000, be gianted to the Governor-Geneiai in 
t'ouncil to defray the diaigcs which will come in course of pajmeiit during the vear ending 
I ho Slst day of Maich, 1948. m respect of ‘Indian Posts and Telegraphs — Stotes Suspense 
(not met from Revenue)’ ’’ 

Demand No 81 -Capital Cuilay on Isdisiuial Dkvelopmeni 
“TJnif a luin not eveeeding Rs 7,04,15,000 be gianted to the Governor-General m 
Council to defiay ttie chaige.s whieh will eoine m course of payment during the year endmg 
'he 31st dav ol Manh, 1948, in lospect ot ‘Capital Outlay on Industrial Development’ ’’ 

Deviavd \o H‘2 Cappivl Ouilaa on Cimi, .Vviatkin* 

“That a sum not exceeding Rs 3,82,65,000 be granted to the Goveiuor-General in 
( ouneil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of Maieh. 1948, in lespect of ‘Capital Outlay on Civil .Aviation’ ’’ 

Demand No 83 — Capital Ou'ilay on Ruoadca.s'i inc; 

’ That a »ura not exceeding Rs 13,46,000 be granted to the Goveinoi Geneial m 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
(he 31st d.av of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Capital Outlay on Bioadcasting’ ’’ 

Demand No 84 — Capital Outlay on Mints. 

“That a sum not exceeding Ra 1,53,15,000 be granted to the Governor-General m 
Council to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending: 
the 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of 'Capital Outlay on Mints’.” 
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Dbmawo Ho. 85— Dklui Capital Outlay 
“Tlut A Mim not oiceedmg Ks. 4,61,80,000 be granted to the, Qoveraor-Ueneral u> 
Council to Uefra/ the chargee wAich mil come ui courae ot payment during the year ending 
iie Slat da/ ot olarch, lU^o, in loapect ot 'llelhi Capital Ouua,>’.” 

OitUAtrn No 86 — Capital Outlay on Civil Wohks 
"That a aum not eaceedmg its 3,87,85,000 be granud to the Oovemor-Genetal u 
Council to dal ray the ciiarges wmch will uonie in course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, lOhU, in respect ot 'Capital Outlay on Civil Works',*' 

Dkmamd No. 87— CoMMUTiiD Valub op Pknsionb 
"That a sum not exceeding Us 1,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 

Council to defray the cliargcs which will come lu course of payment during the year ending 
the 31st day of March, 1048, in respect ot ‘Commuted Value of Pensions’," 

Dbmanu No. 88 — Payments to Ketrenched Personnel 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 4,88,000 be granted to the Governor-General lu 

Cfloncil ta defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
tiie Slat day of March, 1^, m respect of ‘Pajments to Retrenched Personnel*,’’ 

Dumand No. 89 — Capital Outlay on Schemes of State Tbadino 
"That a com not exceeding Rs. 1,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 

ConnoU to defray the charges which will come in course of payment durmg the year ending ' 
tfae 31st day of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Capitol Outlay on Schemes of Sute Trading’.’’ 

Dbmanh No. 90 — Capital Outiay on Development 
"That a sum not exceeding Rs. 64,20,07,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Oonncil to defray the charges which will come in course of payment during the year ending 
die 31st day of tfarch, 1948, in respect of ‘Capital Outlay on Development’.’’ 

Dbhand No 91 — Interest-free and Intkrest-bearinq Advances 
"Thai a sum not exceeding Rs. 41,37,28,000 be granted to the Governor-General in 
Conncil to defray the oharges which will come in course of payment durmg the year ending 
(he 31st dsy of March, 1948, in respect of ‘Interest-free and Inierest-beanng Advancee’.’’ 


The Asnembiy then adjourned Till Eleven of the Clock on Mondov, the 17th 
Maroh, 1947. 



I.EGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Monday, nth March 1047 


ILe Assembly met iu the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalartkar) n 
the Chair. 



' MEMBER SWORN 

Mr. H. G. Russell, O.B.E., M.L.A. (Government of India: Nominated 
Official). 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 

(a) Oral Answers 

Tuition Fbbs in Sohools in Nbw Dbi^ on Inoomb-Tax Basis. 

t889. •!&. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member for Edu- 
cation be pleased to state; 

‘-(a) whether Government are aware that in New Delhi guardians of school 
students are req[uired to disclose their income (on income-tax basis), while 
filling up forms at the time of admission of their ohildem or wards into- 
schools; 

(b) whether Government are aware that tuition fees are assessed according 
to the level of income of the guardians, and 

(o) the reasons therefor, and whether Government propose to consider the 
question of revising this practice? 


(^0 : <il)^ IJfy* ] 

(^) . 

c54f H >V V V 

The EonouraUe Msuluui Atnil Kalam Aiad; (a) Yes. 

(b) Yes. 

(o) It is in a^rdance with the prorvisions of the existing Punjab Eduoadon 
Code^hich applies to Delhi. The question of preparation of a new code b 
u^er active consideration of the Government of India; the position will be 
reviewed in that connection. 

^ U>^r* ^ >4^ 

\ 5 ^ «jyf uyj ^ 

Mr. fl a g in ka Sekhar Sanyal: Does this not create an idea of discrimination? 
nT* ^ 8^^*“ precedence over all 

( 19«7-T^ 
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^ tS tjfti Jl*a. W : •>hf UJy* J^yJ 

8Ul ijl J / ,1*3 5^ W A^ iSj. ».> *}.fi ^ J«)Jf 

Honourable ICaulaoa Abul Kalam Azad: No such idea is orented. 
Honourable Member has already been informed that the code is being revised 
and this will be borne in mind. 


WrJ AS ^ ^ V • J'**- 

Ifr. Sasanka Sekbar Sanyal: How many persons have ^been consulted 
regarding preparation of the new Code? 

UX- (!%. ^ .s.,W : nf3i ^wy UV 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Xalam Axad : Nothing can be said about this 

;ust now. 

India’s Contribution to thk Dollar Pool. 

968. ‘Mr, Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state if Government have received full particulars about (i) the Dollar 
Pool, (li) its operation during the period that it was instituted, (iii) India’s 
contribution thereto and (iv) the use which India was permitted to make of 
dollars from it? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to lay on thfe table of the House a state- 
ment showing these particulars? 

(c) If the reply to part (a) is m the negative, have Government made any 
effort to get these particulars and, if so, what were those efforts and what is the 
result? 

(d) Has Government’s attention been drawn to a note in the ‘ Statesman 
of 15th January 1947, giving some figures indicating the shares of India and the 
United Kingdom in the accumulated gold and dollar reserve? 

(e) Are these figures correct? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: (a), (b) and (c). I would invite the 
Honourable Member’s attention to paragraph 29 of the Finance Member's 
Bud<"et speech for 1946-47, the press conununique on the subject which was 
issued on the 7th October 1946 and placed on the table of the House on .the 8th 
November 1946 and to my reply to the Honoimable Member’s starred question 
'No. 77 on the 6th February 1947. 

(d) and (e). Government have seen the note referred to. As I have repeat- 
edly explained there are no shares in the Dollar Pool. The gold and dollar 
reserves of the United Kingdom, according to a British White Paper, were 
estimated to stand at £453 millions, at the end of October 1945. India’s balance 
of payments with the hard currency countries between September 1939 and 
September 1946 was favourable to the extent of Es. 93 crores. 

■Ur Yusuf Abdoola Haroon; May I know from the Honourable Member 
what was the balance in the dollar pool and whether we are to receive any 
dollars in sterlings? 

The Honourable Mr. All Khan: As I have said before the question 

of the dollar pool is one of the matters that has to be settled at the tim8 of 
settling the sterling balances. 
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FnC. it. O. Have the present Government satisfied themselves 

whether the statement made by Sir Archibald Eowlands is correct or not that 
In^a has gained much more from the Empire DoHar Pool than it has lost? 

The Bonoursble Mr. Uaqusit All Shan: That is a matter of opinion. 

Pro*. H. tt. Bangs: Has he ascertained the fact whether it is true or not? 

If India is losing through the Empire Dollar Pool then we cannot follow that 
particular policy followed by the Honourable Member. 

Hie Eoaonrsble Mr. Uaqust All Shan: All that I can say is that since I 
have taken over India is not losing. 

Mr. Vusnf Abdoola Haroon: In reply to part (a) what are the balances in 
the dollar pool? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan; I must have notice of that questioo. 

Mr. Menu Snbedar: As the sterling balance negotiations are being shifted 
to a further date, and as the Honourable Member assured us that India will get 
out of the Empire Dollar Pool as early as possible, may we know whether some 
active sifiort may not be made in order to terminate India's participation in the 
dollar pool? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Shan: Active efiort is being made to have 
a final settlement of the sterling balances. 

DlSSOIiUTIOK OF THB DOLLAR POOL. 

959. '*lXr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state if Government have had any correspondence with His Majesty's 
Government regarding the dissolution of the Dollar Pool and, if so, from wbion 
date the Dollar Pool will stand dissolved, and what is the arrangement for the 
distribution of the assets remaining in the Dollar Pool? 

(b) What would be the position of amounts due to India in excess of what 
may come to her in the final distribution of the Dollar Pool, and has a guarantee 
been a.sked from His Majesty’s Government to replace these dollars in due 
course? If so. in what terms? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: (a) and (b^. Government have bad 
no correspondence with H. M. G. on the subject. India’s withdrawal from the 
Dollar Pool is linked with the settlement of the question of the sterling balances 
and the Honourable Member’s questions can not be answered till such a settle* 
ment takes place. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know, as the Empire Dollar Pool was started 
during the war for a specific war purpose of the Allied Governments, and as the 
war has finished and we will be in the third year of the termination of the war 
hereafter, whether its continuance, apart from the sterling balance, is desirable; 
and if so, whether it could not be settled apart from the general question of sterl* 
mg balances and the international monetary fund? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: As I said just now, the existence 
of the dollar pool at present is not detrimental to the interests of India. 

Mr. OeoBi^ W. Tyson: Will the Honourable the Finance Member agree* 
that in any case the dollar pool is to be wound up on the 15th July and that the 
rntemational Monetary Fund has been operating since the 1st March? Having 
tegard to those circumstances, the point made by Mr. Subedar does not arise. 

Ue HonouzaUe Mr. Uaquat All Khan: I understand that is the position. 

Mr. Mann Subedar: If that is so, may I know whether at the present 
moment w« are not contributing hi the dollar pool and whether the dollars com* 
iqg, ^ Iqdia by the American, purchase of hides and other ate not going 

to Itie pool, end wh«tber they will oontinu; to go to ^ ^1 uftjer the fltet 
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The Sonouiable Mr. Liequet iUi Xhui: Sir, 1 would lake to have notice oi 
that question. 

Sri M. Ananthaasyaaam Ayyan^ar: How does the question of the dollar 
pool connect with the sterling balances? 

The Honourable Mr, Uaquat All Khan: Because of the question of the 
inultilaterally convertible currency. 

Sri M. Ananthaaayanam Ayyangaor: Are not the dollars acquired by India 
by her favourable trade balance? Do they then not belong to India and not to 
the sterling balances? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: There is no share fixed for any 
participants of the dollar pool. 

' Sn M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: Is it not an independent organisation in 
which we have a share and the balance to our credit can be drawn by India 
without reference to the sterling balances? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: No member of the dollar pool has 
a fixed share in it otherwise it would not be a pool. 

Prof. N. Q-. Ranga: In view of the fact that Sir Archibald Eowlands said 
in this House that a particular quantity of dollars was set apart for India in that 
particular area, may I ask the Honourable Member whether any quantity of 
dollars is set apart during this year for the use of Indian manufacturers and 
others from out of this Empire Dollar Pool? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: Sir, all that I can say is that we can 
get aU the dollars we want, there is no scarcity in that respect. 

Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar: May I know if it is the Honourable 
Member’s intention, inasmuch as he says that the Dollar Pool is linked with .the 
sterling balances, that he is prepared to accept sterling for dollar? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan; It is not linked up in that way. It 
is linked up with the question of the settlement of the sterling balances and the 
settlement of the sterling balances means that there must be available to India 
some multilaterally -convertible currency That is why it is linked up. 

Payments by the Bboadoastino Defabthent to Qbamofhone Comfanies. 

960. *Mr. Manu Subedar; (a) Will the Honourable Member for Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting please state how much royalty, goodwill or other pay- 
ment is being made by Government to the Gramophone Companies? 

(b) To which companies are these amounts being paid, bow much to each 
and at what rate ? 

(c) What steps have Government taken in order to avoid the payment of 
such royalty in future? 

The Honourable Sardar VallabhMial Patel: (a) For the Calender year -1946 
Be. 61,815 were paid to the Phonographio Performance (Eastern) Ltd. and the 
National Gramophone Record Manufacturing Co., Ltd. This payment relates to 
copyright in gramophone records broadcast by All India Radio from all its 
ftations. All India Radio make no payments other than for royalties. 

(b) Gramophone records are obtained from Phonographic Performance 
(Eastern) Ltd., and the National Gramophone Record Manufacturing Co., Ltd. 
A list of the members of the Phonographic Performance (Eastern) Ltd., is placed 
on the table of the House. Gramophone records are also obtained from indi- 
vidual producers. It is not in the public interest to disclose information about 
the details of the payments made to each concern. 

(o) Government cannot escape these payments so long as gramopboae 
record have to be used for purroses of broadcast but il the Honourable Member 
has any suggestions to make, Govamment would be prepared to examine titem. 
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Lilt of mtm^en of the Phanopaphie Performanet {Easttm) Ltd. 

1. Pboaographio Performance (Eaalern) LM. 

2. The Gramophone Company, Limited. 

3. The Twin Record Co., Ltd. 

4. The Columbia Gramophone fjo.. Ltd. 

5. The Hinduetan Muaical Producti, Ltd. 

6. Senola Muaical Preducta. 

7. The Megaphone, Co. 

8. Victoria Phono Record Co. 

9. Measra. Bajaj & Co. 

10. The Frontier Trading Ou 

11. The Bharat Record Co. 

12. Pioneer and Muaical Varieties, Ltd 

13. Jay-Bharat Record i.'o. 


Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know whether Government will not re-examine 
the position with a view to find out if more money cannot be given to the 
artists themselves instead of to the Gramophone companies (who are only 
middlemen) and whether Government cannot invite these artists independent- 
ly to the radio stations and create their own records for the purpose of 
broadcasting? 

The Honourable Saidar Vallabhbhal Patel: As to whether it is possible to 
produce our own records is a matter that will be examined I do not know 
whether it is possible. 

ICr. Manu Subedar: May I know why it is that we are treated to the same 
records month in and month oat belonging to the same film companies and why 
new records of equalh attractive songs are not created by the Department, 
whicJi would satisfy the public taste and which would also save the Govern* 
ment the royalty which they are paying? Will the Honourable Minister con* 
side.’ the suggestion? 

The HonouraUe Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: As I said I will examine thi 
question as to whether it is possible to produce our own records and see if any. 
thing can be done in the matter. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: May I know whether subsidy is being paid only 
to these two companies and whether there are any other companies -also to 
which subsidies are not being paid? 

The Honouralde Sardar Vallabhbhai Pat^: There are no other companies to 
which subsidies are paid. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: What is the position regarding the records of American 
and other foreign gramophone companies, which are being played on the All 
India Eadio? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: I know nothing about it. 1 
shall inquire into the matter. 

Httsuh OmoBBS in thx Cbntbal Board on Bbvbnue and the Cbntbal Excisi 
Dbpabtmbnts 

t961. '•■Hali Abdua Sattar Ha}! Ishaq Seth (on beh.ilf of Mr. Ahmed E. H. 
Jafler): (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member please state how many 
officers there are in the Central Board of Revenue and how many of them are 
Muslims? 

(b) H6w many Collectors are there in the Customs and Central Excise 
Departments and how many of them are Mualims? 


t This question was token up in the second round. 
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(o) How many Deputy Collectors, Assistant Collectors, Superintendents and 
Chief Accounts Officers are there in the Central Excise Dispartment and how 
many of them are Muslims? 

(d) What is the total number of such posts os Deputy Superintendents, 
Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors and Supervisors m the Central Excise Department 
and what is the percentage of Muslims holding such posts? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: (a) Total— 24 ; Muslims— 2. 

(b) (UiHtonn — Total — 1, Muslim — 1 

Cenhal Exa-ie — Total — 5, Muslims — Xil 

(c) and (d) A statement giving the particulars is laid on the table. 


showing tliB total number of executive posts in the Central Ex< isi Department 
and the number and percentage held by Muslims. 

As on Ibt January 1947 


S Ko. 

Designation 

Totil No. 
of 

posts 

No held 
by 

Musluns 

Percentige 
of Muslims 
to total* 

Remarks 

1 

Deputy Collectors 

5 

1 

20-0 

1 Those .ire filled by 
> promotion on a 

2 

8 

Assistant Collectors 

Chief Accounts Officer^ 

47 

] 

1 

8t 

17 0 

J bisis of selection. 

Noriiisllv filled by 
qii 1 fled Accounts 
Officers (S.'A. S ) in 
consultation with 
the Auditor Gene- 

4 

Superintendents (including 
Inspect rs in Madr ts and 
Inspectors Groups I end 
II in Bomb ly) 

194 

35 

1 

18 0 

3 posts V..C int. This 
gra'le is ordinnrily 
filled by promotion 
on a selection basis. 
A pioportion of 
direct rocrultmoiit is 
m do m the Allah 
ab d, C dcutti and 
Delhi Colloctorates 

6 

Deputy Superintondonts 
(mcludmg As-istsnt Ins- 
pector!, in Mndr’s and 
Inspectors Groups 'III 
and IV in Bombas ) 

60J 

168 

i 

28 1 

5 po'ts V. cant. This 
pride is also gene- 
roily filled by pro- 
motion 

6 

Inspectors ( including 

Inspectors Groups V and 
VI in Bombay) 

2960 (.1) 

1120 

39.5 

1 

"I (a) 117 posts vacant. 

1 All the grades 

1 (Inspectors, etc.) 
y mentioned m the 
Question are 

being combined in 

7 

Sub-Inspectors (in M.idras 
only). 

1087 

126 

1 11 5 

J a single grade. 

8 

Supervisors 

1238(b) j 

554 1 

1 60-0 

(b) 128 posts vacant. 


♦ Tiie percentages have been worked o n the basis of the posts i ctuilly filled. 
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Hsjt Abdus Sattar Hajl Inbaq Seth: In view of the answer given just now, 
will the Honourable Member please examine the position and see that the 
Muslim position is bettered within a short time? 

The Honourablie Hr. Liaquat Ah Khan: Sir, the matter is under considera- 
tion. 

Indian Troops serving Overseas 

1962. *Eall Abdus Sattar Hail Ishaq Seth (on behalf of Mr. Ahmed X. H. 

Jailer) : Will the Secretary of the Defence Department be pleased to state : 

(a) the number of Indian troops serving in different countries overseas ; 

(b) the names of the countries where these troops are serving, and their num- 
ber m each country; and 

(c) the period for which these troops will continue to be in these countries 
and the time when they will be recalled to India? 

Mr. O, S. Bhalia: (a) and (b) I would invite the Honourable Member’s 
attention to my reply to starred question No 82 answered on the 6th February 
1947 

(o) Smce then Indian Troops m Siam have been withdrawn. As regards 
other countries and Government’s general policy, I would invite the Honourable 
Member’s attention to the statement I ni^e on the cut motion on Friday, the 
14th March 1947, last week 

Prof. N. Or. Ranga; Who is paying tor the maintenance of these troops m 
other countries? 

Mr. O. S, Bhalja: Indian troops outside India are paid for by H. M. G 
m the U.K except those in Japan for whom the charges are met by the Gov- 
ernment of India 

Fiourbs regarding Sterling Balances 

1963. ’'Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 

be pleased to state. ^ 

(a) the exact figure representing India’s Sterling Balances till the end of 
1940; and 

(b) whether Government propose to lay on the table of the House a state- 
ment regarding the Honourable Member’s recent talks m London leading to the 
visit to India of the Financial Mission from England and indicating therein as to 
how long the preliminary talks are expected to last in India, when the final 
talks are likely to begin, and whether these talks would be held in Delhi or m 
London? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: (a) Rs 1,628 crores approximately 

(b) I would invite attention to the I’eply to part (b) of question No. 79 on the 
6th February 1947, and to paragraph 30 of my Budget Speech 

Secretary of Stvte for India and hi.s Office 

1964. ’•‘Mr. Ahmed E. H, Jafler: fa) Will ihe Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber please state whether the Government of India bears the whole or part of 
the salary of the Secretary of State for India m London and Ins staff, and if so, 
what is the total amount of salary and how much thereof is borne by this 
Government ? 

(b) What IS the total number of Indians serving in that office and how many 
of them are Muslims? 

(c) What will be the future position of that office m relation to India in view 
of the forthcoming changes? 

t This question was taken up in the second round. 

+ This question was postponed to be taken up in the second round but could not bo 
reached during question hour. 
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The Honourable Mr. LUiquat All Khan: (s) As regards the first part of the 
question, I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the reply given 
by my predecessor during the last budget session of the legislature to Starred 
Question No. 229 asked by Mr. Venkatasubba Beddiar. 

As to the second part, the total cost of the Secretary of State for India and 
of his office m London, for the year 1946-47, is estimated at £614,000 of which, 
on the proportional basis explained by my predecessor, India has agreed to bear 
£231,250. 

(b) No Indian nationals are serving in the Secretary of State’s office. Two 
Indians are, however, serving as the Secretary of State’s Advisers, one of whom 
is a Muslim. 

(0) Government have no information. 

Position of thb Cbntbal Tbaisisq Estabushmbnt foe All-India Administra- 
TiVB Sbkviob 

t965. '‘Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable the Home Member 
be pleased to state if it is a fact that a decision has been reached to open a 
Central Training Establishment to train personnel for the new All-India Admi- 
nistrative Services which may replace the Indian Civil Service? 

(b) Was this decision reached as a result of the conference of Provincial 
Prime Mmisters held in October, 1946, or was it a Cabinet decision? 

(c) Will the present Indian Civil Service Probationer’s School at Dehra Dun 
merge in the proposed Training Establishment, if not, what will be its position? 

(d) Where will this Training Establishment be located and when will it start 
functioning? 

(e) What will be the procedure for recruitment to the All-India Administra- 
tive Services? 

The Honourable Sardar VaUabtabhai Patel: (a) Yes. 

(b) The Subject was discussed at the Premier’s conference in October 1946 
but the final decision was taken by the Central Government with the concurrenee 
of the participating Provincial Governments. 

(c) No such Schoof now exists. 

(d) The School will be located at Delhi and is expected to start work on the 
20th March 1947. 

(e) Future recruitment will be made on the results of a competitive examina- 
tion conducted by the Federal Public Service Commission. This year’s batch 
consists of those who were originally selected for the war reserved vacancies in 
the Indian Civil Service and who in agreement ;with participating Provinces have 
been appointed to the All-India Administrative Service. 

«?ALB OF Gold in India on behalf of His Majesty’s Government and U. S A. 

966. *Seth Oovind Das: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to lay on the table of the House a statement showing the following 
particulars: 

(1) the total amount of gold sold during the War in India on behalf of His 
Majesty’s Government and the Government of the United States of America; 

^ii) the profits that accrued to the two Governments; and 

(lii) the effects of these transactions on Indian economy? 

t This question was postponed to be taken up in the eecond round but could not be 
reached during question hour. 
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Th« Honourarble Hr. Z^uat All Khan; (i) A siatement giving the informa- 
tion required under item (i) is placed on the table of the House. 


As regards item (ii) and (lii) I would invite the Honourable Member’s atten- 
tion to the reply to part (e) of question No. 47 on the 17th February, 1944 and 
question No. 162 on the 23rd March, 1944 and paragraph ,48 of the Budget 
Speech for 1944-45. 


Statement 

Gold <a/e« in India during the uar on behalf of His Majesty's Government and United States 


United Kingdom ...... 6,248,058" 450 

United States of Amf tioa 2,214,962"017 


RhOBOITMHNT of InOCAN^ A-J OifLOAti CV [VOfAf 

967. ♦Seth Ooviad Das: Will the Secretary of the Defence Department be 
pleased to state : 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to a letter address- 
ed to the Commandant of the Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun, by the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur University about the recruitment of Indians as 
oflBoers in the Indian Army; and 

(b) if ev<, whether Government propose to consider the question of changing 
the existing methods of recruitment to enable trained students and youngmen of 
India to join the Army? 

Mr. 0". S. Bhalja: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the press note on 
this subjejet issued on the 28th December 1946 I also place on the table of the 
House a copy of Defence Department letter of the 2nd January 1947 to the 
Vice-Chancellor of the Nagpur University. 


LETTER 

No. 0550/4/M.T 4 (a) 

aOVERNMBMT or INDIA 

DEFENCE DEPARTMENT (ARMY BRANCH) 

Hew Delhi, the 2nd Januaru 1947 
To ^ 

The Vice Chancellor, 

Nagpur University, 

Nagpur. 

Si*. 

I am directed to refer to your representation, dated 27th November 1946 addressed to 
the Commandant, Indian Military Academy, Dehra Dun regarding the results of the final 
grading of gentlemen cadets who have completed the first course at the Indian Military 
Academy, Dehra Dun. The effect of the final grauine are that of 127 cadets, 73 were 
recommended to be commissioned ; 12 were recommended for withdrawal, and 42 were 
recommended for relegation, that is to say, given a further term of training. Those who 
receive a further term’s training will, it is hoped, reach the required standard after this 
farther period and it is anticipated that they will then be commissicned. The number of 
cadets who have failed to reach the required standard and who, it is considered, will never 
reach that standard, is 12 out of 127, which is not considered a very high percentage. 
From Nagpur University one cadet has been withdrawn and four have been relegated. 
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2. It i* recognised that in the ease of the 12 who will have been withdrawn, an interrup- 
tion of their academic career has resulted; but this would be equally the case had they 
embarked on some other profession such as medicine, and had failed to qualify in the final 
examination. 

3. Possibly there has iieeii some niisuuderstanding of the eApression "relegation", which 
means that the candidate is given a further term of traiuing The system is, however, 
designed in the inteiests both of the candidate and of the Army and has long been in 
force at Sandhurst and elsewhere I am to suggest however, that it would have been 
advisable for the Vice Chancellor i>f the Nagpur University to ascertain the facts before 
making the serious allegations contained in the representation and before circulating it so 

I am, Sir, 

‘ Your most obedient servant 

P. MASON, 

Joint StcTtlary to tht Oovtrnmtnt of India. 

No 0339/4/ MT-4 (a) 

Copies to Vies Chancelors of all Universities in India. 


Maintenance of Law and Order by Military Forces in Provinces 

968, *S6th Qovlnd Das; Will the Secretary of the Defence Department be 
pleased to state whether Government propose to station Military Forces in every 
provmce for helping the Civil Police in the maintenance of Law and Order or for 
the purpose of garrisoning the difierent areas of the country? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja; This is tlie present practice. 

Heorganisation of the Defence Forces of India 

969. ♦Seth Oovind Das: Will the Secretary of the Defence Department be 
pleased to state 

(a) the Armed Forces which will be kept as Regular Forces of this country 
after demobilisation and repatriation have been completed; 

(b) the Regiments that are exclusively from certain provinces (with the names 
of the provinces) and those that are miscellaneous and common Regiments, 

(o) the number of Indian OfiScers who will be left in the Indian Army, Navy 
and Air Force after demobilisation and repatriation; 

(d) the number of Indian oflBcers drawn from each province; 

(e) whether opportunities will be given to all Provmces to have their pro- 
portionate share of appointments in the Officers’ cadre; 

(f) whether Government propose to consider the desirability of appointing a 
Committee for the re-organisation of the Defence Forces of the country; and 

(g) whether Government propose consulting the Provincial Governments as 
to their needs and suggestions in the matter of reorganising the Defence Forces 
of the country? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja; (a) and (c) Government have not yet decided on the 
size of the post-war Armed Forces 

(b) I would refer the Honourable Member to the Indian Army List, a copy 
of which is in the Library of the House. 

(d) I lay a statement on the table of the House. 

(e) The grant of commissions m the Armed Forces is not made on a provin* 
cial basis. Equal opportunity exists for all provinces. 

(f) No. Sir 

(g) No, Sir. 
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Provinces, etc. 

Roy.il Indian 
Navy 

Indian Army 

Boyal Indian 
Air Force 

Assam 

3 

92 

4 

Bangsl 

57 

619 

138 

Bihar 

5 

196 

28 

Bombay 

211 

827 

118 

C, P. and Berjp ... 

19 

184 

36 

Madras 

63 

1,080 

181' 

N. W. F. P 

6 

448 

33 

Orissa .... 

3 

23 

6 

Pun j \b . 

224 

6.205 

428 

Bind "* . . . . . 

16 

103 

12 

U. P 

61 

1,264 

147 

Ajmer-Merwari • • 


11 

3. 

Baluchistan .... 

1 

34 


Coorg 


46 


Delhi . . . • . 

8 

103 

30- , 

States 

34 

961 

114 

Burma, Malay .i & China 

21 


20 

Xut.d 

726 

11,488 

l,:i97 


Share or Pbovinoes or Income-Tax Revenue 

970. *Setli Govind Daa: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
'pleased to state what percentage of the Income-tax revenue is paid to the 

Provmces ? 

(b) Does the Provincial share of the revenue vary in scale in respect of 
different Provinces? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: (a) and (b). Fifty per cent, of the 
net proceeds of taxes on income in British India as a whole, as reduced by the 
proceeds attributable to the Chief Commissioners’ provinces, Central (Federal) 
emoluments and the amount retained by the Centre in accordance with section 
138 (2) of the Gpvemment of India Act, 1935, is distributed between the pro 
vmces in accordance with the percentages laid down in the Government of India 
(Distribution of Revenues) Order, 1936. 

GB.ANT TO PEOVINOIAL C. I. D. EOE RBWABDINa POSTAL EMPLOYEE 1 

971. *Lala Deshbaadhu Gupta: Will the Honourable the Home Member b& 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that an yearly grant is made to each Provincial 
C. I. D. through the Intelligence Bureau for the purpose of rewarding postal 
employees; 
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(b) if 80 , when this practice was started and the particular reasons for doing 
the same; 

(c) the amounts paid to each Province during the years 1942, 1948, 1944', 
1945 and 1946; and 

(d) whether Government are aware that the practice was introduced to enlist 
the co-operation of the Postal employees to fight the "Quit Indie-” Movement of 
1942; if so, do Government propose to discontinue these grants? 

The Honourable Sarditf Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) to (d). The question con- 
cerns the operation of intelligence and I regret T am unable, in the public inte- 
rest, to give the information sought. 

Intbboeption of Corrbspondbnob by the Pbovinoial C. I. D. through Postal 
Employbb? 

972. *Lala Deshbandhu Gupta: Will the Honourable the Home Member bo 
pleased to state whether the interception of correspondence of particular persons 
when authorised by a local Government is in practice carried out by the Provin- 
cial C. I. D. through the Postal employees? 

The Honourable Sardar VaUabhUhai Patel: The question concerns the 
operation of intelligence and I regret I am unable, in the public interest, to give 
the information sought. 

Racial Disorimikation in favour of European and Anglo-Indian Officers 
OF the Delhi Police 

^Lala Deiflibandhu Gupta : Will the Honourable the Home Member be 
pleased to state- 

(a) whether it is a fact that Euiopean and Anglo-Indian Officers of '•the 
Delhi Police enjoy certain privileges which arc denied to Indian Officers of thi 
same rank; if so, the reasons for same, and 

(b) the steps Government propose to take to stop this racial discrimination? 
The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) No: excepting that European 

and Anglo-Indian Inspectors, if free government residential accommodation is 
not available, are granted house-rent allowance of Its. 60 per mensem in lieu 
thereof as against Rs 45 p m. given to Indian Inspectors following the rules in 
forci in the Punjab whence these officers are borrowed. 

(b) The question of removing this discrepancy is under my consideration. 

Grievances of the Students of the Delhi Polytechnic. 

974. *Pandlt Sri Krishna Dutt Pallwal: Will the Honourable Member for 
Education be pleased to state : 

(a) if the grievances of the students of the Delhi Polytechnic have been 
removed since their strike last year; and 

(b) the steps taken for the recognition of the Polytechnic as the technical 
department of the Delhi University? 
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Tbe Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: (a) The main demand of the 
students was the recognition of the All-India Diplomas or in the alternative 
affiliation of the Polytechnic to the Delhi University. The Federal Public 
Service Commission have now provisionally recognised the All-India Diploma 
in Electrical Engineering as a sufficient qualification for admisson to the Com- 
bined Engineering Services Examination for recruitment to Superior Engineer- 
ing Services under the Central Government. This recognition will he made 
absolute after the Institution of Engineers (India) accept this qualification for 
purposes of exemption from Sections ‘A’ and ‘B’ of their Associate Membership 
Examination. A Committee of tbe Institution of Engineers (India) recently in- 
spected the Polytechnic and the Institution’s decision is awaited. 

The AU-India Diploma in Commerce with Auditing as a special subject has 
been recognised an equivalent to first E.A. Examination for purposes of Buie, 
61(2) (iv) (b) of the Income-tax Act. The Diploma with Auditing and Account- 
ancy as special subject has been accepted as equivalent to a degree of an Indian 
University for purposes of employment in the Office of the Auditor General in 
India. 

All All-India Diplomas have been recognised for recruitn.ent to teaching 
posts under the Central Government and for overseas scholarships. 

The other grievances of the students relate to laboratories, staff and hostelU 
and these have been removed to a considerable extent, 

(b) An application has been made to Delhi University for affilia ti on of some 
of the Technical Departments of the Polytechnic. A scheme for instituting 
Honours Degree Courses in Technology is under consideration. 
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Provision op Faoilitibs to Diploma Holder op Delhi Polytbobhio 
975. ’•’Pandit Sri Krishna Butt Paliwal: Will the Honourable Member for 
Education please state: 

(a) if the'students of the Delhi Polytechnic after passing the Polytechnic 
senior course are eligible for going abroad for further studies; and 

(b) the facilities which Government intend to provide to the Diploma holders 
of the Polytechnic as compared to the graduates of other Universities for further 
-studies abroad? 
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The Honourable Maluana Abul Ealam Azad: (a) The Polytechnic Senior 
courses leading to All-India Diplomas are recognised for the award of Central 
Government Overseas Scholarships under the scheme sponsored by the Educa- 
tion Department 

(b) The Diploma holders are treated on par with the graduates of other 
universities and Government do not contemplate extending any special privilege 
to them 

Prof. N. O. Ranga; In view of the fact that the Government of India makes 
grants to the Delhi University, may I know why is it that the Government of 
India have not been able to persuade the Delhi University to adopt this Poly- 
technic Institute as one of its own institutions and to recognise it as one of its 
polytechnic faculties? 

^ sS Ully* J+jyl 
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The Honourable Maulana Abul Ealam Azad: I have just said that Delhi 
University has been approached and the matter is under considerartion 
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Dr. J. 0. Chatter Jee: Sir, may I .ask if the Government of India have recog- 
nised the. Diploma, have they also recognised such diplomas o fother univer- 
sittee in the matter of entry into their services? If so, will the Honourable 
bfember name such Universities? 
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Tbe :^oixoaraUe Maiilana Abul Kalam Azad: Govenunent of India have 1.0 
information regarding any other University but as the Honourable Member is 
' aware all these matters are under consideration 

Ur*tk^ <:}! ^ ^ ^ 

^ 

Dr. J. 0. Oliatteriee: May I ask if you will try to make other universities 
also to recognize these diplomas. The other question . . 

Mr, President: The Honourable Member can ask one question at a time. 

- : >>131 (♦lUJ y>\ ’Illy* J»iiy 

Haulana Abul Kalam Azad : Action will be taken m this matter. 

UV »=5- ^ <y : ^ ^ 
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Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee : Is the Honourable Member aware that this diploma 
which 18 granted here has not reached a position where it may be accepted by 
othur universities^ 

^ J'a- )i-} '^y : ol)! (>iujyf uy J4i>yi 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kaiam Azad; I do not think so. Anyhow 
inquiries will be made. 

Report op the Departmentai. Coumiiteb 10 Examine the strength of ' he 
Abmv op the futube. 

976. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment please state when Government propose to publish the Report of the 
Departmental Committee appointed to expmine the strength of the Indian Army 
of the future’ 

(b) Do Government propose to lay a copy of this report on the table of the 
House ? 

(c) Has this report been made available to Members of the Interim Govern- 
ment and har it been given to members of tbe Gopalaswami Iyengar Committee 
for the Nationalisation of the Indian Army? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) The Honourable Member is presumably refemng to 
The Army Reorganization Committee apponted by His Excellency the 
Commander-in-Chief in 1944 As has repeatedly been explained on the floor of 
this House before, this was not a Government of India Committee but a com>i' 
mittee of staff officers appointed by His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief-'^ 
order that they might report to him personally on the problems referred -.fe' 
them. Its terms of reference did not relate solely to the future size of ^e 
Indian Army but covered the size, order of battle, location, organization for 
command, composition and integration of the Army and Air Forces. Again as 
has been repeatedly explained on the floor of this House, the report was never, 
intended for publication and will not be published. 
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(b) No, Sir, for the reasons explained to the House on the 80th October 
1946. 

(c) The Nationalisation Committee have been given a cop^ of this Heport. 
The Report is, of course, available to any Member of the Interim Govenuneut 
who wishes to see it. 

Ur. Manu Subedar: May 1 know whether it has been aetually given to any 
Member of the Cabmet? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: I said. Sir, that the document was not kept back from 
any Member of the Interim Government. It will be made available to any Mem- 
ber of the Interim Government who wishes to see it. 

Mr. Uanu Subedar: May I know why a Eegort which was prepared at the 
exp^'nse of the taxpayers’ money and which deals with the important topics 
which the Honourable the Defence Secretary mentioned should be kept as secret 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I am afraid there is a misapprehension on the subject 
The wide range of subjects to which I referred mdicate the secret and technical 
nature of the problems and for security reasons it would be unwise to disclose 
these matters on the floor of the House If the Honourable Members of the 
House were really much interested m this particular subject and if there was a 
B-cret session of the House there would be no objection to mentioning the 
details. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; Will this Keport be made available to the 
Members of the Defence Consultative Committee or placed before a meeting 
of tiiL said Committee? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: As the report is not availa.ble to the Members of this 
Uousi individually or collectively, I suggest, it should not be available to the 
Members of the Defence Consultative Committee as such also. Several matters 
arisifig out ol the report have already been placed before the Committee 
Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: What is the objection to placing this matter 
before the Defence Consultative Committee meeting on the distinct undei- 
standing that the discussion on this matter will be maintained as a closed 
secret? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: That suggestion will bv, considered by the Government, 
Sir. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: As the Report is being secreted and kept back from the 
Members of this House in spite of repeated requests, may I know whether the 
Houourable the Defence Secretary is m a position to give any assurance to this 
House and refute the suggestion that the Report contains anti-Indian matter — 
matter derogatory to the Indian section of the Army? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: I cannot say much without disclosing the contents of the 
Report but I think there is nothing derogatory to the Indian Army as such in ^he 
Report so far as I recollect. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Will Government take an early opportunity of placing 
this Report before the Cabinet and getting it discussed? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: Sir, if the Cabinet wishes to discuss it there cannot be 
the slightest objection to placing the whole thing before the Cabinet. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will not Government now make an effort to give us a 
summary of the Report deleting those portions which they think are of such 
security importance that they should not faU into the hands of any prospeoiiTe 
enem/ of this country? 

Hr. G. S. Bhalja: That suggestion will be considered. Sir. 
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RslUMMaNDATlOlf 07 THE BSPARTMENTAJ. AND TbOHNIOAL COlOaTTSR ON RBR 

Stbbnoth of the Indian* Abuy 

977. *lb. Xuiu SubsdM: (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment please state whether Government have considered the recommendations of 
the Departmental and Technical Committee, which reported on the strength of 
the Indian Army? 

(b) Which of these recommendations have they adopted? 

(i^) Which of them have Government rejected and for what reasons? 

(d) What steps are Government taking in order to increase the interest m 
and understanding of Defence matters by the public? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalla: (a) If the Honourable Member is referring to the Be- 
orgamsation Committee, the answer is that this was not a Government of In^a 
Committee but a Committee of staff officers. It did not report to Government 
but to the Commander-in-Chief and therefore the Commander-in-Chief was the 
proper authority to consider its recommendations 

(b) and (c). Do not arise 

(d) Hi service exhibition and Defence Services Weeks; by visits of promi- 
nent public men and pressmen to Services installations and formations; by 
publicity on the radio and in the press through articles and photographs; and by 
books and pamphlets. 

Services sports representatives at headquarters of Commands are also main- 
taining close liaison with civil press correspondents which has resulted in the 
public taking a greatly increased interest in Service sports and games. 

t’lv the last seven years every effort has been made to interest the general 
puljlio in the Armed Forces and great progress has been made in this direction 
These efforts are continuing and are being intensified. The more interest the 
public take in the Armed Forces, the more pleased will Government be. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: The Commander-in-Chief occupies a very exalted officfa 
paid for by India. May I know how long this distinction that he can get a repori 
made and that that report is not a Government lepoit will continue, how lo'ig 
it ii intended to maintain this distinction of a kingdom within a kingdom? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I am afraid there is again a mis, apprehension, if I may 
submit. It is the duty of the Commander-in-Chief to advise Government a.> 
regards the size composition of Armed Forces and other problems of Defence 
In order to assist him in collecting material and in formulating his own views 
in order to be able to advise Government, he selected certain Staff Officers to 
advise him on the subject in detail. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that the size and composition havi' 
pot financial aspects and these aie aspects in nhich the Honourable the Defenci 
Seeretary must have seen this House is very keenly interested m all sectione, 
may I know whether something will not be done to explain this issue to th s 
House so that the House may be reconciled to the extraordinary amount of 
money which Defence is eating up? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: When Government have decided on the important ques- 
tions of the size and the composition of the P’orces, the matter will be placed 
before the House. 

Shrl Sri Ptakasa : In view of the fact, as stated by the Honourable Member 
tiint the Government cannot call for the report of the Commander-in-Chief which 
is hfs own partnbular property, how will the Government he able to consider that 
Bepoft? 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalja: The Honourable Member is und.er a misapprehension. I 
never said that the Government cannot have that Eeport. In fact, I have saiJ 
•fcbt Any MemiBdc of the Interim Government who is interested can call iwA 
and he 'irfll bb' iffimedllltely supplied -with a oopy. 
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Mr. Mbbo Snbedar: How many Indians were there in this WUcox Com* 
mitlee, and how many Europeans? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: Speaking from memory I think one Indian was on the 
Committee, but I must ask for notice. 

Mr. Mann Subadar: And how many others? 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalja: I must ask for notice of that question 


Loss IK THB ObAIK ShOP AT NaSK ]PBIKTIKa PBBSS 

978. *Mr. Sssanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that a sum of approximately Rs. 90,000 
has been written oft on account of loss in the grainshop attached to the Printing 
press at Nasik; and 

(b) whether there has been any investigation into that matter? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaqnat All Khan: (a) The Honourable Member’s in- 
formation is not correct. The total amoimt written oS from the inception of the 
grainshop in 1940-41 to the end of the year 1945-46 was Rs. 43,262. Of this, 
Rs. 20,183 represents loss due to the revaluation of stocks when controlled rates 
were introduced, which was treated as “wnte off on account of revaluation” 
with the concurrence of the Audit authorities. Of the balance, more than 
Rs. 20,000 represents the loss in weight due to drying of firewood, which. Gov- 
ernment are satisfied, falls within the permissible percentage adopted by the 
Forest Department of the Provincial Government. 

(bl Does not arise, m view of the reply given to part (a) 

Ikduns IK THB Nasik Pkiktiko Pbbss 

979. *Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member bo pleased to state: how many non-Indians are now working in the 
Nasik Printing Press and what are their ranks and remuneration? 

(b) What are their special qualifications for holding the posts? 

(c) What steps are being taken to appoint Indians to these posts? 

(d) How manv Indians are holding posts which are equivalent in rank and 
remuneration to the posts held by these non-Indians? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: (a), (b) and (d) I lay on the tab]i> 
of the House a statement which gives the information desired by the Honourable 
Member. 

(r) The general policy of Indianisatiqn of the higher administrative posts of 
Mai ter and Deputy Master was initiated in 1932, when two Indian oflScers were 
recruited as Assistant Masters for training in the work of the Department with 
a vie.v to subsequent promotion to administrative appointments. One of these 
officers now holds the post of Deputy Master of the Stamp Press; the other is 
no longer in service. 

Two other young Indian officers were recruited as Assistant Masters in mi'l- 
1946 and are now undergoing training for the same purpose. Future reoniic- 
ment to these administrative posts will be confined to Indian nationals. 

Efforts are being made to recruit Artist Engravers in India, though in these 
days of specialised training in art and process work separately, instead of jointly 
as in the past, it may be £fficult to find persons poesessing the combined quaUfi 
cat’cns suitable for the requirements of the Press. 

As regards Technical Supervisors and Assistant Inspectors, there should he- 
oo difficulty in replacing the present incumbents by Indiana on retirement. 
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Mr. Suaiilri Sekhar Sanyal: Eow many of tbes^ officials, Indians or non- 
Indinns, have special qualificationB in the matter of stamp designing or other- 
wise 

The BDonourabto Mr. Xiiaquat Ali Khan: L have just placed a statement on 
the in hie xif the House. 

Sblbctiok of Cadets fob the Royal Military Collbob, Dbhba Ddh fob Kwo’s 
CoMHisaiON IN 1946 

980. •Mr. Madandbari Singh: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment' be pleased to state* 

(a) the number of cadets from the Royal Indian Military College, Dehra 
Dun who applied for the King’s Commission lu the year 1046; 

(b) how many were selected; and 

(cj how many were rejected and the reasons for their rejection? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (ij Indian Atiitij — (aj I'lfteen cadets from the Prince 
<jf Wales's Rov.il Indian Military College, Dehra Dun, appeared before Selec- 
tion Boards for uoceptnncc for training for regular coimmssioiw as Indian 
(’oinniissioned Officers m the Indian Land Forces 

(b) Eleven were accepted and one deferred ^ 

fc) Three were rejected by the Board but, on a representation from the Ptin- 
uipal of the College, they were permitted, as a special case, to appear before :i 
second Board They were rejected because they were found by both Boards to 
be lacking in the qualities required of officers and were not up to standard 

(ii) R.I.A F — (a) and (b). Six carlets applied foi iiceeptance for training for 
regular commissions m the R I A.F and all were accepted 
(e) Does not arise 

Or. J. 0. Ghatterjee : How long did these candidates remain at the Military 
Academy? 

Mr. Ct. S. Bhalja: I’his question refers to the cadets at the Prince of Wales's 
Royal Indian Military College and not to the Indian Military Academy 

Shri Sri Prakaas: Are there any preliminary tests before they are taken to 
this College? 

Mr. a. S. Bhalja: I do not think so. 

Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: In view of the fact that the eourse at this college is 
seven years, is it not surprising that for seven years the authorities of this 
college were not able to find out whether these cadets were suitable? Why were 
their parents put to this tremendous expense for the long period of seven years'* 
Mr. O. B. Bhalja: This happens in eve^ educational institution. For in- 
stance,, a student undergoing a medical course studies for five or seven years lud 
if unfortunately at the end of the course he fails in the examination it is nobody’s 
fault. 

Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: Tlie circumstances are entirely different. Boys in thb 
school are received at very early ages — ten or eleven — and therefore is it i.ot 
surprising that during seven years this highly paid and trained staff were not 
able to detect that four out of fifteen candidates -were entirely unsuitable 
Mr. Prssident: This is a matter of opinion and argument. 

Dr. J. 0. (ffiatteijee: Will the Honourable Member coBsider the> desirability 
of improving the staff there, so that this wastage of time of money on the part 
of candidates and their parents will not occur 1 

Mr. a. S. Bhalja; It does not follow that the failures are due to any lack 
of ability on the part of the staff, not necessarily. 
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PUKTSHMBNT OF INDIAN AbMY MeN OF THB 4TH INDUN CoASTAU BaTTKEY 

' 981. ^Mjr.'Sasankft Sekhar Sanyal; (a) With reference to the starred question 
No. 1655 asked on the 9th of April, 1946 regarding the punishment of certain 
Indian Army men of the 4th Indian Coastal Battery, will the Secretary of the 
Defence Department be pleased to state whether Government have considered 
the question of releasing Gunners liahaman and Ghosh sentenced to transporta- 
tion for life and Gunner A C. Dey sentenced to seven years' rigorous imprison- 
ment m the middle of 1943? 

(b) When do Government propose to make the promised report? 

(c) Have Government considered the question of having a non-official enquiry 
•nade into the matterj* - 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the question of placing the whole 
case before the Defence Consultative Committee? 

Mr. O. S. Blialja: (a) The cases of Gunners Rahamaii, Ghosh and A. C. 
Oey were reviewed in September 1946, as a result of which two years of the 
sentence passed on Gunner A 0 Dey were remitted Their cases will be further 
reviewed from time to time. 

(b) The report was laid on the table of the House on the 28th October 1946. 

(c) No, Sir 

(d) Government do not thiuk, Sir, that an\ useful purpose would bo served 
by discussing this matter with the Defence Consultative Committee, but if the 
Honourable Member so desires they will have no objection to placing the matter 
before the Defence Consultative Committee. 

Mr. Sasaoka S^ar Sanyal: Has the Honourable Member’s attention been 
drann to the assurances of Mr. Philip Mason on that particular day in reply to 
tho various questions which were put on that day, m which he practically gave 
sn assurance that the non-official inquiry will be made and that the reports will 
be made available foi the Defence Consultative Committee? 

Mr, O. 8. Bhal]a: I do not find anything on the record to suggest that my 
predecessor promised tbot a non-official inquiry would be made. I would like 
my Honourable friend to draw my attention to the proceedings of the House. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: 1 do not like to take up time by referring in 
fxtento to the questions and answers but in reply to various questions he pro- 
mised to look into the matter and personally he -Jaid he did not think that ’here 
was any difficulty in placing the matter before the Defence Consultative Com- 
mittv e. Will the Honourable Member kindly consider the whole question afresh 
in order to see whether the pledges and assurances which were given explicitly 
ar.d by clear implication can be implemented by this Government? 

Mr. G. S. Blial]a: The statement placed on the table of the House on the 
28th October 1946 is the result of the undertakings and assurances given by my 
predecessor. In fact the document was prepared by him I have added that 
if tlie. Honourable Member so desires this question will be placed before thi. 
next meeting of the Defence Consultative Committee and he can then raise any 
questions he likes in relation to this matter. 

Mr. Sasanka Seldiar Sanyal: In the meantime will the Honourable Membc 
nonsider the desirability of publishing the correspondence between the lawyer! 
and the department concerned, which correspondence was promised by Mr 
Mason would bo made available to the Members of the House 

Mi. G. S. Bhaljs: I suggest that this question also had better wait until 
the matter comes up before the Defence Consultative Committee.' 

Prof. B. O. Bangs: How often are these cases reviewed? Is there any 
tim; limit at all? 

Mr. G. S. Btaal]a: This particular case is likely to be reviewed in July this 
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Sreslnt Kohinl Kumar Ohaudhuii: What was the sentence on Gunner A. 0. 
Dc>> of which two years were remitted. 

Mr. 0-. S. Bhalls : Gunner A. C. Dey was sentenced to seven years, of which 
two years were remitted. 

Mr. Saaaoka Sekhar Sanyal: May I know whether the question of releasint; 
these prisoners is being considered in the light of the general policy of this 
Government, which made it clear that such people will be releas^ unless there 
are extraordinary reasons to the contrary? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: These are cases of mutiny and they were discussed at 
very great length on the floor of the House. There was no general policy indi- 
cated that all mutineers will be released. 

Troops’ Rkoimknts sent to Malabar in the Second half of 1946. 

982. •Hail Abdus Sattar Hall Ishaq Seth: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state: 

(a) whether any troops were sent to Malabar m the Madras Presidency in the 
second half of 1946 and if so, at whose request they were sent and for what 
purpose ; 

(b) the number and names of the regiments sent to Malabar; and 

(o) whether they are still stationed in Malabar? 

Mr, G. 8. Bhalja: (a) Yes, Sir. Troops were sent to Malabar for one week 
from the 29th of August to the 4th of September at the request of the Govern* 
menb of Madras. This was done to counteract subversive propaganda aimed at 
fostering communal trouble. 

(b) One composite battalion made up from the Royal Artillery of the Second 
British Division. 

(c) No, Sir. 

Ha]i Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: How did the Government of India 
come to know that there was going to be subversive activity in Malabar? 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalja: The Government of Madras made the request to the 
Central Government. It was at their request that the troops were sent. 

Dr. 2Ua TTddin Ahmad: Were the troops sent at the request of the Premier 
or <hc Governor of Madras? 

Mr. O. 8, Bhalja; It is the Government we are concerned with. The 
roqiiHf,t came from the Provincial Government. 

Grant of Pbrma^tent Commission to I. A. V. C. Embroenoy Gomiossionbd 
Officers 

1983. *Sardar Mangal Singh; Will the Secretary of the Defence Department 
please state - 

(a) whether it is a fact that the case of the I. A. V. C. Emergency Commis- 
sioned Officers for the grant of permanent Commissions has been finally turned 
down by the Adjutant General in India; 

(b) whether those Viceroy’s Commissioned Officers in the J. A. V. 0., who 
were granted Emergency Commissions will now be reverted to their pre-war 
ranks or whether they will be allowed to retire on pensions prematurely ; 

(cj whether Government are aware that the pensions granted to this class 
of officers will be practically half of what the other Army Officers will receive; 
if so, the reasons for this distinction in their case; and 

f Answer to this question laid on the tabk, the questioner boing sfassAi 
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(d) whether Government propose to review their case and consider them for 
the grant of permanent Commissions, or even for short term Commissions, or 
give them proportionate pensions on the same scale, as has been granted in the 
case of other Army officers? 

Mr. G. 8. BhaQa: (a) No, Sir. The position is that Emergency Commis- 
sioned Officers of the I.A.V.C. who hold the M.R.C.V.S. diploma or the deg]>ie 
of Bachelor of Veterinary Science from the Madras or Punjab Universities ar* 
eligible for permanent Commissions but those who hold only licentiate diplomas 
are not eligible. 

(b) Pre-war V.C.O.s, who were granted Emergency Commissions «e eligibl* 
for re-appointment as V.C.O.s as and when their services are no longer required 
as officers, or to retire on pension as Veterinary Assistant Surgeons. Their officer 
.-iei’Mce counts for Veterinary Assistant Surgeon’s pension. 

(c) Veterinary Assistant Surgeons are entitled to pension on Civil scale*. 
They were granted commissions as officers on the clear understanding that they 
will he eligible for pension as Veterinary Assistant Surgeons 

(d) Government are considering the following proposals 

(i) That selected LiceiitMtes with outstanding records should be {p'anted 
shml service commissions or be allowed to continue as Emergency Commission- 
ed Officers for a time to give them a chance of obtaimng the degree of Bachelor 
of Veterinary Science by attending a short course at the Madras or Punjab 
University. 

(ii) That pension under the rules applicable to Viceroy’s Commissioned 
Officers granted commissions in other arms be granted to Veterinary AsBistani * 
Surgeons holding Emergency Commissions in the I.A V C 

Delhi Improvement Tru.st 

984. *Syed Ohulam Bhlk Nairaag: Will the Secretary of the He^vlth 
Department be pleased to state: 

(a) the names of the present Chairman and Members of the Delhi Improve- 
ment Trust and of those who have held office as Chairmen and Members of the 
Trust in the past, mentioning in each case, the period during which the indivi- 
dual held office; 

(b) the salaries paid to the Chairman of the Trust from time to time; and 

(c) the number of officers and subordinates who were in the employment of 
the Trust on February 1st, 1947, mentioning the community and salary of each 
employee and, in case where an employee holds in addition to a post, under the 
Trust a post under any other local body in the Delhi Province, the salary, 
allowance, or any other emoluments that he may be drawing in that occupation? 

Mr. S. H. Y. OulEnam: (al to (c). Three statements giving the information 
are laid on the table of the House.! 

Settlement of the Million Dollar Debt to U. S. A. 

1986. ^MRbarajkumar Or. Sir Vilaya Ananda: (a) Will the Honourable the 
Finance Member be pleased to state if Government have received any commu- 
nication from the United States Government asking the Government of India to 
settle its million dollar silver debt to the United States Government? 

(b) If so, do Government propose to consult this House before finalising th* 
plans for such a settlement? 
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Yhe fiOBOUnbto Mr. JJMqWt AU Sun: (s) India does uot owe any dollar 

debt to U.S.A. on account of ailver which waa obtained on replacement basis. 
No communication has been received from U S A. regarding the return of the 
silver. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Dikeot Loak to India fboh U. S. A. 

1986. *Mabar»}kuiiuur Dr. Sir Vl}aya Ananda: Will the Honourable the 

Finance Member be pleased to state whether Government propose to consider 
the desirability of asking for a direct United States loan to India for the specific 
purpose of making currencies available for purposes of reconstruction and 
development? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: I invite the attention of the Honour- 
irble Member to my reply to question No 76, asked b\ him on the 6tb ryt 
February 1947 

Radio Station at Bbzwada 

1987. *Maharalkuniar Or. Sir Vliaya Ananda: Will the Honourable Member 
for Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state whether Government pro- 
pose to take steps to implement their decision to instal a Radio Station at 
Bezwada? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: Buzwadn will he included in the 
post- war Scheme of Broadcasting Dc\elopment, but the date on which the 
Station will be inst-alled cannot yet be determined 

Belief and Eehabiutation of East Bengal Suffbbebs 

1988. *MaharaJkuinar Dr. Sir Vljaya Ananda: Will the Honourable the Fin- 
ance Member be pleased to state what steps have been taken by Government 
to ascertain that Es. 3 crores granted by the Interim Government for relief and 
rehabilitation of East Bengal sufferers have been properly spent on the purpose? 

The Honourable Mr. Zdaquat Ali Khan: The Government of India luive 
not made any grant for the purpose mentioned by the Honourable Member. 

Bbtitsh Officers in the Indian Defence Forces 

1989. *8ardar Mangal Singh: Will the Secretary of the Defence Department 
please state how many British Officers have joined the Indian Defence Forces 
during 1946 and in January and February, 1947? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: As regards the fiist part of the question, I would invite 
the attention of the Honourable Mciubei to the statement laid on the table of 
the House m answer to Starred Question No. 188, asked on the 11th February 
1947. As regards the second part of the question, no British officer or Other 
Rank has been taken in any of the three Indian Services during January or 
February 1947. 

British and Indian Officers in the Salvage Dibbotobatb 

f990. *SBrdar MangRl Singh: Will the Secretary of the Defence Department 
please state: 

(a) the total number of Commissioned Officers in the Salvage Directorate 
‘Government of India, and how many of these are British and how many are 
Indians grving their respective ranks; and 

(b) whether Government propose to take steps to appoint an Indian as the 
head of thfi'Direotorate? 
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8. Bhal]a: (a) There are 26 Commissioaed Officers in the Armed 
Forces Salvage Organisation distributed as follows: — 


Appointment j 

Rank 

j Held by 

British 

Officers 

Indian 

Officers 

Controller 

Brigadier* 

J 


Deputy Controller 

Lieut. -Colonel . 

1 


Assistant Controllers. 

Do. 



Deputy Assistant Controllers 

Major 

8 


Stt,ff/Captains . . 7 

Captain 

3 

10 


*The prenont inownbent holds tho loo>kl rank of Major-Oenerul* 


(b) Tho Nationalisation of the Officer Cadre of the Salvage Organisation, 
us well as all other parts of the Armed Forces, is awaiting the report of the 
Armed Forces Nationalisation Conunittee 

OraOBRS UMDBB TRAIHIlfQ AT StABB CoLLBOB, QtTBTTA 

1991. *Saidiir Mangal Singh: Will the Secretary of the Defence Department 

please state : 

(a) how many Officers are under training at present at the StaS College, 
"Ouetta, 

(b) of these how many are Indiana and how many are British; 

(o) whether it is a fact that the number of Indian Officers for the current 
course has been reduced by over 60 per cent. ; and 

(d) whether Government propose to take steps to increase the number of 
Indian Officers at the Staff College, so that senior trained Indian Officers may be 
.available to take over charge by June 1948? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) 182. 

(b) British 125; Indian 57. 

(c) No, Sir 74 officers attended the last course against 57 for the current 

(d) Ye> Sii- 


iK Militaby Aoooontant Gbnbbal’s Obbice at New Dbi:.hi 
Mberut and Simla 

992. *Syed Ohulam Bhlk Nairang; Will the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber be pleased to state- 

(a) the total number of officers in the Military Accountant General’s Office, 
New Delhi and its allied branches at Meerut and Simla and the number of 
Muslims among them; 

(b) the number of offices of Controllers of Military Accounts, the stations 
where they are located, the number of Controllers, Junior Controllers and other 
superior service officers in these offices, and how many of them are Muslims; 

o this question laid on the table, tho queetioner being absent. 
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(o) the number of Deputy Assistant Controllers and Accountants under each 
Controller, and how niany of them are Muslims ; and ' ‘ 

(d) the number of Section Supervisors, in each Ccmtroller’s odioe, who are in 
j-eceipt of duty allowance at Es. 40 p.m. and how many of them are Muslims ? 

The Bonourable Mr. liiaquat All Khan: (a) The total number of officers m 
the Military Accountant Qeneral's offices at Delhi, Meerut and Simla is 24. 
Twr. of IhebP are Muslims 

(b) There are ten Controllers’ offices The offices are situated at Lahore, 
Ambala, Meerut, Dehra Dun, Poona, Calcutta and Bombay. There are ten 
Controllers, thirteen Junior Controllers and 184 superior Service officers serv- 
ing in these offices. The number of Muslims included in these figures is 
given below. — 

(1) ControUerii . . f 

(2) Junior Controllora 3 

13) Superior Service Officers . . 20 

(c) A statement giving the desired information is placed on the table of <hp 
House 

(d) This information is not leadily available 


atntenient showing the number of Deputy Assist int Controliers und Aflcountents serving m 
the ten Controllers' offices nnd the number of Muslims amongst tt.em. 



Total 
number of 
Deputy 
Assistant 
Controllers 

1 Number | 
of Muslims 
Deputy 
Assistant 
Controllers 

Total 
number of 
Acetts. 

Number 
of Muslim 
Aoetts. 

Controller of Miht> ry Accounts, Nortiiern 
Command, L more. 

6.5 

)1 

51 

7 

Controller of Milit -ry Aooounts (P), Lahore . 

48 


22 

3 

Controller of Militriy Accounts, Eastern 
Command, Meerut. 

100 

s 

43 

• 

■Controller of Milit.ry Accounts, Southern 
Command, Poons. 

52 

Nil 

t 22 

Nil 

Eield Controller of Military Accounts (O&CH), 
Poona. 

105 


37 

Nil 

I’lold Controller of Military Accounts (O. Rs.), 
Ambilt. 

222 

18 

121 

in 

Controller of Accounts, Air Forces, Dehr i Dun 

26 


13 

3 

Controllers of N ival Accounts, Bombay 

22 

[ Nil 

9 

Nil 

Audit Officer, British Troops, Meerut 

12 

1 

a 

1 

Chief Controller of Factory Accounts, Calcutta 

64 

3 

100 



The posts of Deputy Assistant Controllers and Aocountnnts are filled by promotion, the 
latter by clerks who have passed the departmental Subordinate Aooounts Service Examina- 
tion And the former by Accountants. 
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Or. XU TJddin AbinAd: In view of the Besolutlon of the Qovernmeut of 
‘ India of 1984 about the appointment of 25 per cent. Muslims, may I know 
what is the reason for this shortage? 

The Bonourable Mr. Uaqust All Khan: 1 would like to have notice of that 
question. 1 suppose the shortage is due to there not having been sufficien* 
ni'mbei of Muslims recruited in the past. 

Dr, Zia Uddin Ahmad: We have been hearing * number of times that sulh- 
cidiit number of Muslims are not available The Honourable Member should 
kno>v that qualified Muslims are available and will he give us the assurance 
th.it they will be appointed according to the percentage lived for them? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: I did not sav that n sufficient num- 
ber of Muslims were not .ivailable 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: We li.ivc been heaiing this reply for the last 20 years 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: I am not concerned with the 
replies that were given in the p.ist What I stated wik that probablv suffi- 
cient number of Muslims were not rociuited. 

Prof. H. Q. Baoga: How .ire thev people .ippomted Is if by eompetitiva 
eMiuiination or b\ selection 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: I think there is a direct recruitment 
and also by promotion I am -rfraid I must have notice of that question H 
inv Honourable friend wants further infoiniation 

Prof. N, O. Banga: Will Government consider the advisability of institut- 
ing competitive examination even In communities in older to see that only 
those people from a particular cominuiiitv are recruited who can be considered 
to be the roost efficient people or competent people within that commuuitv '* 

Tho Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: As far as I kmvw. that is how it is 
done. If 'hey take some repre-sentatives from a ininoritv community, then 
they take only Ihose who b.sve qnalifii d bettor than otbers of the same com- 
munity. 

Muslim Clbhks RBCBtriTED in Military Accountant Gbnbbal's Office 

993. •Syed Ohnlam Bhik Nairang: Will the Honourable the Finance Mem- 
ber be pleased to state: 

(a) the total number of temporary clerks of various categories recruited rn 
the Military Accountant General’s office, during the period from 'September 
1939 to December 1946 and the number of Muslims in each category, 

(b) the total number of such clerks who were promoted and the number of 
Muslims among them; and 

(c) the total number of such clerks confirmed and the number of Muslims 
among them? 

He Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: fa) Total number of temporary 
clerks, recruited in the Military Accountnut General’s Office during the period 
from September 19.39 to December 1946. 

Number of Mufilims 

Temporary or B Grade rlerkn 236 46 

Routine or C Grade rlerks 10 3 

Routine Division clerks 33 II 

Total 69 

(b) Eight B Grade Clerks were promoted to the ‘A’ Grade None of them 
is a Muslim. 

Two C Grade Clerks were promoted to the B’ Grade One of them is 
Muslim 

(c) Total number of clerks confirmed — 18, Number of Muslims — 4 
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pBOMOTtbK o» Muslim DBpmnr AsswfAMT OoMTOOiiiBas as Sufmbiob Sbrymm 

OrnoMsa 

994. *Sy«d Bhik Nalrsaj: Will the Honourable the Finauoe Mem- 

ber be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of Deputy Assistant Controllers promoted as Superior Service 
■Officers from 1954 to 1944, and how many of such promotions went to Muslims; 

(b) the number of pensioners who were re-employed as Deputy Assistant 
Oontrollers and promoted as Superior Service Officers during~war tima and the 
number of Muslims so promoted; and 

(o) the number of Superior Service Officers and Deputy Assistant Controllers 
who were sent out of India on Field Service and how many of them were 
Muslims, how many of them received special recognition ol their services ex- 
ludia by grant of title or promotion to superior service and how many of those 
whose services were so recognised were Muslims? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: (a) Thirteen Deputy Assistant Con- 
trollers have been promoted to the pcimuiient cadre of the Superior Service 
None of these is a Mushin Eighty were promoted to the Emergency cadre 
Five of these are Muslims 

(b^ SiA retired Deputy Assistant Controllers were re-cmployed and later 
promoted -us Superior Service officers None of them is a Muslim. 

(c) Sixteen Superior Service Officers aaid 36 Deputy Assistant Controllers 
proceeded overseas. Three Superior Service Officers and five Deputy 
Assistant Controllers were Muslims One of these Muslim Deputy Assistant 
Controller.s was awarded the title of Khan Salnb. Courtesy titles were con- 
ferred on SIX Deputy Assistant Controllers of other communities. 

Musum Representatives in Confbbbnob of Controllers of Military 
Accounts 

995. *Syed Ghulam Bhik Nairang: Will the Honourable the Finance 
Member be pleased to state whether Government are aware that a conference of 
Controllers of Military Accounts is held twice every year to discuss matters of 
policy, such as promotion of officers and establishment, and, if so, which officers 
attend this Conference and whether there is adequate representation of Muslim 
officers in this Conferonce? 

The Honourable Mr. laaquat Ali Khan: A Conference of Controllers is held 
as and when the Military Accountant General considers such a Conference is 
iicei's.'-ary Command Controllers and Officers of the status of a Command 
Controller are ex-officio members of this Conference Controllers in charge of 
smaller offices, such as the Controller of Naval Accounts are invited by the 
Military Accountant General at his discretion At present there are eight 
officers who, have the, status of a Cominatid Controller Two of them are 
Muslims 

Military Collbob in Bbnqal 

996. ‘Mr. G. B. Dsoi (on behalf of Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah): Will the 
Secretary of the Defence Department be pleased to state- 

(a) whether the Government of India have received any representation from 
the Government of Bengal requesting them to establish a Military College in 
Bengal for the benefit of the Bengali people ; and 

(b) if so, what is the policy of Government in this respect? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) No, Sir 

(b) The policy of Government is that the Anned Forces should be free 
from communal and provincial considerations 

Mr. TamlEQdidila Xhaor: Hue the Government anv echeme of establishing 
Mflitary CoUeges in India? ® 
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lb. O. 8. BhMi*: That question does cot seem to arise from tUi) one. 


lb fiattudOi Sekluur Sanyal: What are the special faeS^eis'^tliin^’are i^ec 
by tibe Gtovemment of India to people of those provinces who m^tet to got 
military training but who live in very far off and outlying territories? 


lb. O’. 8. iBhalja: The same facilities are available to all citizens of India. 


Mr. 8aMaka 8eUiar 8anyal: I am ashing with regard to recruitment. Is 
It within the mind of tbe Government to extend facilities to all parts of India 
as fmr as possible consistently with efficiency? 


Mr. FrMido&t: He says there are equal facilities for all the residents of 
India 


Mr. Tamiinddln Khan: May I ask the Honourable Member why is it that 
he has raised the question of coiniriuiial consideration in inililary matters .is 
no such question was at all asked? 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalla: The question is: 

“(a) whether the Government of India have received any representation from the Gov- 
ernment of BeitKsl requesting them to establish a Military College in Bengal for the benefit 
of the Bengali people; and 

(b) if to, what is the policy of Government in this respect’” 

It was in reply to part (b) of the question that I gave the reply. 

AwaBO of OvsbSEAS SohOLABSBIPS in 1045 AND 1946 

997. *Mr. O. B. Dani; Will the Honourable Member for Education bo 
pleased to state. 

(a) whether the Oovemrnent of India have published any information re- 
garding the award of overseas scholarships m 1945 and 1946; 

(b) if so, was there any specification with regard to the quota for each caste 
and creed, 

(c) how many applications were received in 1945 by Government from each 
province; and 

(d) how many applicants were called for interview and out of those how 
many were selected from each province? 


i , 1 s yiX^ (^1) : ofof UV i>y( 

fMro aU ^ ,*1^ jjf 

^ ijV) *u vEijjsj 

■ L>«y» /-J 1 ^ <5 la. 


J Wi-'/ <-ji vi-uy ^ ji«j If ^0 Jyau KSi (^) 

^ If J tS 

A|{ AXfJl ^ ^ ^ yb 

Jjf yyyi l»y£ 
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The HonouraUe Kaolana Abul Kalam Azad: (tr) Full information regatdmg 
the award of Overseas Scholarships has been published in the Beport of the 
Selection Board, Overseas Scholarships 1945, a copy of which is available in. 
the library of the House. A similar report in respect of 1946 selections is now 
under publication and will be supplied to all the Honourable Members of the 
House shortly. 

(bj III so fai as the award of Central Scholarships are concerned it has 
throughout been the policy of the Government of India to ensure the same 
proportion of these scholarshipsi for the different minority communities as is 
prescribed lor purposes of recruitment to Government service, provided suitable 
candidates from those communities are forthcoming. 

(o) In all 8,835 applications weie received by th" Selection Bo.ard in 1945, 
blit it is not possible to soy how many candidates applied from each province, 
as the applications, except those of the candidates Anally selected, not 
olussified on a Provincial Basis 

(dj The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to page 6 of the 
said report where full information is given on both these points. 

fi|W< T 1 SchoUr ships ^ 

% proportion |_ % ^ 

Mr. Sasanha Sekhar Sanyal: Is any proportion of scholarships that are 
awarded reserved for women? 

yjSy* <-aa. lJJI JJ J. ^JyyfP : o/)! Ul>y4 

The Honourable Maolana Alml Kalam Axad; No There is no separate 
proportion foi women. 

^ »TT *11^1101 

Mr. Saaanka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member please consider it?* 
>4^ ^ )yf u* ' 

file Honourable Manlana Abul Kalam Axad; Yes, it will be considered and 
it is borne in mind. 

Mr. O. B. Dani: With regard to pari (b) of the question, may I ask the 
Hcuourable Member if there was any restriction with regard to caste and creed 
in making award of overseas scholarships as mentioned m the brochure, vide 
p<q;e 4. para. 12? 
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-A ^ ^ ; >*/)f fUitfJ UMy* 

The Honourable Hsuluia Abul Kalam Azad: 1 \\aut notice to answer this 
question. j 

Shri D. P. Kanuarktr: With regard t<y pai-t (d) of the question, may I ash 
it it IS a tact that a member of the backward classes from the Central Pro- 
vinces, Mr Ghodirnare, was awarded a scholarship, was granted a passport and 
HAS givei* priority’ by Government and he made all arrangements and then 
GoveiJiinent came down because this .scholarship was granted under an im- 
jiicssion that he was a member of the depressed classes. 

JJ : ofjt fiUJiytl 

The Honourable Haulana Abul Kalam Azad: I want notice to answer this 
qucHtiou. 

Muslims holding Class I Appoint.mbnt3 in EsaiNEBBiNO Section op thb All 
India Badio 

1998. *Hafiz Mohammad Abdullah: Will the Honourable Member for 
information and Broadcasting please state the number of Class I appointments 
currying a pay of Its. 750 and above, in the Engineering Section of the All-India 
Badio held by Muslims? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: None. 

Muslims as Station Enq nebks in All-India Radio 

f999. *Haflz Mohammad Abdullah: Will the Honourable Member for 
Information and Broadcasting please state the number of posts of Station 
Engineers in, the Engineering Section of the All-Indm Radio and the number of 
such posts held by Muslima? 

The Honourable Sardar VMlabhbhai Patel: Gut ot 23 posts in the endre of 
stutioi engineers in All India Radio, one post is held by a Muslim 

Exclusion of Indian Chbistians from Combatant Ranks of Indian Aemy'. 

1000, *Dr. J. C. Ohatterjee: (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Indian Christians are at present 
excluded Iroru Combatant Ranks in the Indian Infantry, Cavalry and Artillery? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) above bo in the affirmative, what steps do Gov- 
ernment j/ropose to take to remove this discnniination against a section of Indian 
nationals, imposed on them on account of their religious belief? 

Mr. O. S, Bbalja: (a) No, Sir Indian Christians are not excluded from 
I'ornbatiiiU Ranks in the Inf.o'ilry Cavalry or Artillery. According to existing 
rules 1 elating to Class Composition o) the Arrrn, Christians are enlisted as 
Madrassih or Assamese, if thev eome from Madias or Assam, and as Christians 
if they eome from any other Province. 

(b; The question does not arise. 

Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: Is it a fact tluit up to now or till very recently that 
«.is so. tliai Indian Christians were not admitted into these ranks? Will the 
Tlonnurabl'’ Member kindly make enquiries into the matter? I refer not to 
officer ranks but to combatant ranks, non-commissioned officers? 

Mr. O. S, Bhalja: Why refer to the past? I have given a reply as regards 
the pclici which the Government follow' and propose to follow. 

Dr. J. 0. Ohatterjee: Has the Honourable Member seen the Resolution 
that was passed at the Indian Christian conference on this eubject? 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalja: No, Sir. 


tAaswer to tkw question laid on the table, the qneitioner htixg «bee»* 
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' Dr. J. O'. Ohatterje*: 'WiU he kindly call for it becauae it was sent to the 
Government of India only a month ago, making representations on thia vety 
subject? 

Mr. O. d. Bhalja; I will, Sir. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: In view of the definite Biblical injunction that tlio right 
check should be lent if the left is smittent, will the Government discourage 
Christians from entering the army? 

Ml. O. S. Bhalja: No, Sir 

Sreejut Eohlni Kumar Ohaudhuri: May 1 know. Sir, if the nomenclature of 
so calh.d ‘martial’ and ‘noii-martial’ classes h.-is been removed so far as recruit- 
ment n concerned? 

Mr. O. S. Bhaljaj I have repeatedly answered that there m no longer any 
distinction between martial and non-martial classes in this country, if ever 
ther 3 was an_^ . 

Dr. J. 0. Ghatterjee: In view of the fact that the doctrine of Ahimsa is 
incessantly preached by Mahatma Gandhi, will the Government consider the 
advisability of discouraging Hindus from joining the army? 

Mr. President: Oidci, order Next question 

Earntnos of Foreignsb-s in India 

Mr. President: Quesuon No 1001 Mr Vadilal Lallubhsi I see the 
Honourable Member is not iii the seat .illotted to him If he does not put the 
question from the piopcr seat allotted to him, I won't allow the question to 
be put 

(Mr. Vadilal Lalluohai then occupied his proper seat ) 

1001. *Mr. Vadilal Lallubhal: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
please state how much money out of the yearly earnings of foreigners in India has 
been sent out of India and how much of the same kept in India year by year from 
1989 up to date? 

(b) What amounts have been sent by Indians to foreign countries year by 
year out of their total yearly earnings from 1939 onwards? 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan: (a) and (b). Government regret 
that the necessary statistics are not available. 

REQmSlTIONlNO OF LaND BSLONOnO TO PlNJBAPOLS SOCIETY OF CaLCXJTTA Rl 

War Department 

1002. *811. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department please state; 

(a) whether it is a fact that 3,150 acres of land belonging to the Pinjrapola 
Society of Calcutta was requisitioned by the War Department of the Govern- 
ment of India through the Government of Bengal for the use of Americaij- 
troops for the duration of war or six months thereafter imder rule 76 of the : 
Defence of India Buies; 

(b) whether the American troops have now released the land and the 
has been returned to the authorities of the Pinj'rapde Society; and 

(o) if not, why not? 

Mr, O. S. Bhalja: (a) Yes, Sir, on the assumption that the Honourable 
Member is referring to the Society's land at Kanchrapara. 

(b) and (c). The American troops have left but the land is held by- the 
Defence Depakment as under the post-war set-up of the Armed Forces it is 
possible that a permanent CantonmSnt msv be establishedshere l^e Govern- 
ment of Bengal too harve some Development Scheme in mind in this area. 
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The question was recently discussed witli the represonfcativoa, of the Bengat 
(iiownitnent «j1io have promised to make some amierUde arrangement with thie 
Soirietiy. 

Prof. IT, O’. Saqga: Is no effort being made to provide the Pmjmpole with 
siiiheient lands anywhere near the place which ht»s been requisitioned? 

Mr. O. S. i iindorstand tJio lands of the Pinjrapole soeiaty ase 

scattered ni several places TVio tloverminmfc o£ Bengal are agreeable to allot- 
ting K suitable conipaet (>l)t whieli would piobahly meet with the wisjies of 
the society 

^ri Sri PrAkasa: Did Ihe Aiiierie.ius use (he land m the same wav as the 
Pinjrapole cattle were using if^ 

(No answei.) 

Mr. Sasanka Sakhar Saiiyal: Will this nmttor l.c ilhncd behae the de- 
requisitioning Board i'nleutta wliieh has been gnen iinthoi'it\ to ndvi«c oflt 
such nnitteis'' 

Mr, O. S. Bhalja: Ceit.imly, Sir 

, Unisikd Scales of Pay fob Clerks ix Oedxanck Depots 

1003. *Sit, Seth Damodar Swroop; Will the Secietary of tlie Defence Be- 
jartment please •state 

(a) whether CI^>^ennnent aie aware that the unified -cales of pay for clerks, 
lanctioiied under Aiiny Inshuctions (India) No. 070 of lOla and No 458 of 
1940, ha\i’ not l>een gnen ett'ett to so fir m i number of Oulnance depots 
while the same weie introduced in eoitain others nmnedi.itelv after they were 
Ranetioned , 

(b) whether liovernment are aware that some Depot .nitlioiities insist upon 
fompulsory oxecniion of the liahihty bond (L\PZ — 20 .'m) is a condition prece- 
iciib to the election of the unified scale of pav , 

(c) whether tlie evecufion of (he said Auny Bond is entirely o[)tional and ii 
teparate allowance is granted therefor, 

(d; whether it is a fact that in spite of the 'iisfuetions fioin G H Q. (I) 
on the subject the staff of the Ordnance depots and Tnep“< (orates not governed 
hy the Fnetones Act, is required to work in excess ol the hours spi-nhed m tlie 
Begiilations for the Army Ordn.ance Service, tiidia Pnit f, 

(e) whether it is a fact that the Lwhour Kednction llovietv Committee sanc- 
tion id hy the War Department in 194,'>, has not* yet been, constituted in any 
ef the Ordnance establishments, if so, the reasons therefor, 

(f) whether Government are awaio that dinosf all Ordnance Depots and 
lUapeotoratea are over officered and that the number of officers has pot decrea- 
sed in proportion to the decrease in work; and 

(g) wlmther Govemn\e»t have received a memorandum dated 28th Jan. ’47 
ftorn tha representatives of .the ordnance employees, if so, what steps if any, 
the Government have taken to meet the demands contained therein? 

Jfr. O', fl. Bhidja: (a) A. I (I) 676/4,5. — So fnv as Government are .aware 
the urified scale of pay sanctioned in (his A 1 (I) is in operation m all Ordnance 
Depots. 

A.I. (I) 458/46. — So far as Goveruraenfc m-e aware the provisions of this 
AT. (I) are in operation in all Ordnance Dc^ta. Certain special individual 
tasos still remain to, be decided Decisions wdll be reached shortly and inti- 
to all concerned. 

' -Wr Thfl execution of the bond is obligaiory on all male clerks. 
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A« «lrekdy stotftd feh© exeeution of the bond is obiigwtftry. In lac^ 
addition to the common scale of pay is paid on execution (A the bond whicll 
Uf^ifcs the clerk’ liable to serve on ati “All India” bafcis. 

(d) Government have no intormation to show that the orders issued by 
Goftehrl-Headqusrters m regard to woiking hours in Ordnimce Depots, eto., fUCt 
nerf- behrg'observed. 

(e) Labour reduction review Committees have been introdneed into aQ 
except three Ordnance Establishments Orders have been issued that th^ 
shoxiid bo introduced in these three Establishments also immediately. 

(1) No, Sir. Officer Establishments are under coiitimioiis review in relation 
to work !oad 

(g) Yes, Sir The memorandum has been received and' is under consider^ 
tWjn of Ooveinment 

Ban on Constructions in Gandhi Naoab Codon v' 

1004. ♦Shrl Mohan Lai Saksena: (a) Will the Secretary of the Henltk 
Department be pleased to state whether Government are aware of the exist* 
enoe of a small colony named “Gandhi Nagar” with a population of 6,000 
on the other side of the river Jamuna? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Government of India has banned 'all further 
constructions in this aiea? 

(o) In view of the scarcity of houses in Delhi, do Government propose to lift 
the ban on constructions in this locality 

(d) Considering the nearness of this Nag.ir to the city, do Government pro- 
pose to encourage the development of this Nagar? 

Mr. S. H. Y. Oulanam: (.i) Yes 

(h) .ind (c) The colony lie.s within the .-noa which w.ts declared in Angus 
194) to be a controlled area under the Delhi Bestriction of Usef, of J,.uul Act, 
Construction of buildings in this area ’s now subject to the provisions of the 
Act. Government do not consider it desirable to remote this control which is 
neces8nr\’ to prevent unplanned ribbon development 

(d) The Delhi Improvement Trust will be asked to consulci the questioa 
o'f develojiinCnt of this itrerr. 

PjOI. y. Ct. B(mga: Is it the intention of the Co\ eminent to piovide th* 
usual municipal facilities for this area? 

Mr. S. B. Y. Oulsnam: Yes, Sir, when the area h.as developed the usWal 
municipal services will be provided. 

Pr6f. H. ft. R$a^: What are the services that are being provided at presfent 
expept restricdiions ? 

Hr. S. B. Y. ftatinua: None, 9ir, 

Prof. N. ft. SuigH! Tb it not a fact that they are paying taxes? 

m. ft. ir. 7. Odnptn: I ^nt no^oa. 

Mr. If a party has the land and if he has tlte znbney and 

he . has an intention to build upon it, why should not Government go- into ih® 
and give him permission to build and thereby encourage wie develi^. 
metft' of this area, instead of putting a ban on him under certain law? 

,-Mr. 8. B. 7. ftntonaiii: I think there is ai misunderstanding there. W^eg 
thi» ’Control is enforbed. the result is- that a person wishing tb ^nild' within 4 
quarter of a mHe at the road has to opply for' permission to do so and if tKeiik 
is no olijcction, permission is given. 
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.Apsointmbnt ojf De. R. E. Mobtimbe Weeblbe as.Diebctob {iKRbbai^ of 
Abchabolooy 

^. Pandit Sri Erislma Dutt PaUwal: WUl the Honourable Member lor Bdtf- 
calioii be pleased to state 

(a) the. cjrcumstauces leading to the appointment of Dr. R. E. Mortimer 
Wheeler as the Director-General of Archteology in India, on the retirement, of 
late Eao Bahadur K N Dikshit and the policy underlying this appoiptment. 
and 

' (b) whether it is a fact that he m as released from the military duties to take 
up this poati* 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aaad: (a) Dr. R. E. Mortimer 
Wheeler ivoc- appointed Director General of Archaeology in April 1944 for a 
term of lour years. The circumstances of his appointment were stated by 
the thm Member-m-Charge in the Assembly on 21st February, 1944 in reply 
to parts (b) and (d) of staired question No 148 and part (h) of starred question 
No. 159. As the term of his appointment is due to expire on the 23rd April, 
1948, J do not think any useful purpose would be served by going into the 
question now. 

(b) Yes 

Quaufications of Dk. Wheeleb on Appointment as Dieectoe Geneeal, 
Abchaeolooy 

84. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Will the the Honourable Member fpi 
Education be pleased to state. 

(a) the qualifications of Dr. Wheeler, which made him eligible for the post; 

(b) whether Dr. Wheeler possessed any pievious eiperieuce of Indian 
Irohaeology (Epigraphy, Numismatics, Sculptures, Paintings, etc.) if so, what; 
and 

(c) whether Government are aware that the claims of a better qualified 
senior Indian OflScer of the Department were ignored in appointing Dr. 
Wheeler? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Ka l am Asad: (a) and (b). The Honourable 
Member is referred to the reply given in the Legislative Assembly to starred 
question No. 148, on the 2l8t February, 1944 and to the supplementaries. 

(ol Government are satisfied that none of the oflBaers then within the field 
of selection had the necessary range of knowledge and experience of modem 
technique and methods of Archaeological excavations, preservation of ancient 
monuments and museum organisation, which were required of the Direcior 
General of Archaeology. 

Visits of Db. Wheeleb to Ibah 

85. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: (a) Will the Hartour'able Member 

for Education be pleased to state whether Government ,are aware that Dr. 
Wheeler visited Iran with a big staff of <3i© Archaeological- Department; If* so, 
for what pur^e? , - ■ ’ 

(b) Was his Mission concerned in . any .way with the Indian-^ArcfaaeoIqgy; if 
so, what was the benefit which resulted frpm his tour? 

(c) Whaft was the cost of this tour to the Indian Exchequer? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Axsd: fa) An Indian Mission consbV 
ing of Dr. Wheeler, the Director General of Archaeoiogv and Dr. Mohammad 
Nazim, a Senior oflScer in the Archaeological Survey of India, visited Iran In 
1945 at the invitation of' the Iraniah Government. In regard 'to the pittfiose 
of jha visit, attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the reply gitOn 
<»i the 16th November, 1946 to the seOtion (by of Starred Oueation No * (Uf7 
(2002 J 
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(b)‘Ye8r it is desirable ' that an expert in iJ'orthern Indian Archa^obgjy 
should have an intimate knowledge of both the pre-historic and histone 
arohoeologv of Iran Manj uaofuf contacts were established in the cotir^^ o( 
the visit. 

(e) An expenditure of only about Its l.aOO was met by the Government 
4 India, the othei' expenses having been borne by the Government of Tran. 

Excavation Works undertaken since Dr. Wheeler's Appointm^t as 
D niEOTOR General, Archaeology. 

86. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Will the Honourable Member for 
Education be pleased to state. 

(a) whether any excavation woik was taken up since Dr. Wheeler took 
charge of the post of Director General of Arehoeology, if so, when and where; 

(b) the cost of each excavation and the cultural lesults thereof; < 

( 0 ) whetlier it is a lact (hat .in Excav'ations Training Camp was Parted at 
Taxilfi: 

(d^ it so, whetlier Government propose to lav on the table of the House a 
statement on the training work done m the camp giving the names and quali- 
fications of tlie trainees and ti. liners, 

(e) the expenditure incurred on this Training Camp, and 

(f) whether it is a fact that all excavations in the ArchBeologioal Department 
were stopped sinei* ]9:H , and if so, the reasons tor incurring this expenditure 
during the War? 

Tha Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: (.t) .iml (b). Three excavation 
woiKs vtri taken up and the infoim.itioii .i.,ked fm is as follows — 

( 1 ) in 1044 at Taxila, Punjab — co-t lls .'>‘2,604 (iiioluding all the incidental 
cost ot .t liaunng school tor icseareli students from the Indian Universities), 

(ii) 111 1945 near Pondielieirv, South India- cost Its 28,000 (ineliiding 
neceiwaiv expcnditnie on attaebed students), 

(ill) in 1946 at Haiappa, Punjab — cost T!s 3.‘14I4 (including necessary 
expenditure on attached students) 

The raxila exeav.itions were lun immanlv as a (laining school i>'d attract- 
ed students from ne.olv all the Univ ersiti -s m India Prom tlvse students, 
a sclettion ha,s since l>een made for leenidment to Ihe Department Th§ 
excavations were of additional importance as the first conducted 111 India on 
modern scientific lines, and were designed to set a gcimra) st.indaid for such 
work 

Tha excavations m South India for the fiist time established a chronologi- 
cal datum for an ancient South Indian enltnrc by identifying it with dated 
imported materials 

The excavations at Harappa hav'e extensively modified and supplemented 
the conclusions drawn from the earlier Indus V.allcv excavations, and will be 
fully published within the next few months 

(c) ,-md (d). As stated above, a training camp w'.is e>(.iblisbed at Taxila. 
Only students speeially recommended by the Viee-t’baneellors of their Dni- 
versities were .admitted to the training school at Taxila In addition there 
were official delegates from States and rejiutalde public institutions. The 
trainers included the Director General Mr. G A. Casev (a field-archaeologist 
of long and approved experience^, together with the Archaeological Chemist, 
the Government Epigraphist and other members of the Departmental staff. 
A list showing the names and qualifications of the lraiuec>j is laid cm the table 
of tha House. In a few cases where the students were deputed by States or 
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Otiier GoYQi'iuneiiti institutions the qtialificutions have not been shown against 


Separate figures of o.xpen«3iture are not available but it is included i* 
the nguio of Its o2,6<)4 which repiesents the cost for tlie excavation work at 
Taxiln. 

(f) No. Tile e.xcuvatioiis mentioned in tile leplv to part (a) were jireceded 
by more costly excavations extending down to 1043-44. 


Statement elio wing the name^ ind qualiftcationa of etudontH in tho Areh.ieolog’u'.il Tr lining 
at Taxila 


Name 

i. Aohut, P. Anuj in 
S. Dr. A. Aiy.ipp.an 

3. Satyid Mohsin .Amir 

4. Bijpvi, Krishnu Ditti 

5. B.Jc!l'u, Kriahnof 10 OiaaaKKnn 

6. Bolvir, Hiriahwir Niraiu . 

9. Binorji, Prauantt Kumir . . 

8. Banerji, Priyito*!!! 

0. Binerji S’vadaa 
10 Bhattaolinry.i, Arioku Kumar 
11- Bhanot, Sinn Dax 
12. Bose, Himan«u Kumar 
18. Chandri) Sukesh Chandra , 

14. Chaudliuri, S'ahi Bhus'in , 

18, Dani, Ahmad H.isan 

18. Daa, Oopi Nath . 

17. D.IS, Sudhirr mj n 

18. Deshpande, Midhu'udtn Nariar 

19. Dikshit, Moroahwar Gtng>dhar 

20. Dikahit, Sadanand K. 

21. Dwiwedi, Sroo Mohan 

22. Gadro, AS 

23. Gahlot Kunwar Mi'iavir Singh 

24. Ganguly, Kilyan Kumir . 

35. Gaswimi, Kiinja Goviiid . 

28. Guha, Devapr -s id . 

27. Gyani, R nchhodlil Ghanahy mlal 

28. Iyengar, K. Nar yan i 

29. Jain Moti Cn imJ 

So. Kala, Satish Cnandr . . . 

81. Karmarkor, Amnt Pr ..syirixn 
92. Kliau, FazI Ahmad 
33. Ld, Br. j Bid .... 
3i. ^juindar, Frabiiaa Ch. 

85. M'ltliur, Giriah Chandra 
38. Kathur, Vijendta Kunw . 


Qualification 

. ( Re ■ommmil.'il V>y Govern nont of Co!ihin> 

. B.A , C T. 

. M.A , m An-ieat fndi ui Untory 
. B.A., LL.B. 

M.A. in Hiatory 
M.A. in Hmtory. 

M.A. with Kpigr.ip’iy. 

. MA. in Aiioicnt Indian History 
. M.A. (Epigraphy * History). 

. M.A. 

. M.8e. 

. MA in .Aiivieiit Inilian Hiatory 
. M.A in History (Firat Class) 

. H V (.Aiicioiit fndian Kotory) -BA. with 
Raiiekiit. 

. MA in Ancient Indi in History. 

. M.A III Anoiont Iniiian Historv nnil 
Anthropology. 

• B.A. Hons, in .Arohain 'gsiihi. 

PhD (History). 

. M \ 

M A. in S'nakrit. 

. (Heeoiiuuimdixl by Oirei tor of At.oiaeolo- 
gy, B iodi). 

M.A. 

. MA m Vn- lont I ndi in History. 

M A 

. M.A. inPili 
, M.A. 

. M A Degree Ex •mm \tiori Mysore Univer- 
sity. 

M.A. in History. 

. M.A. III Ancient Indian History 
. M.A., Pii.D. 

. M.A. 

. M.A. in Sanskrit. ' 

. M.A. (Pull). 

• BJi. 

. M.A. in Ancient Indi in History. 
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Ifstoe 

4^aIiflcat4ott ' 

3?. UaVrSi Lakabmi Katli 

MA. History. 

38. Mishra, Sadliu CharJiu 

. B.A. 

39. Mookerji, Ajit Kumar 

. M.A. (I^aindtHi) m History, al*o TOmpleted 
M.A. in Ancient Iialim Histtnry and 
culture with fine Arts A Archaeology at 
the Cal. University. 

40. Mukherjee, Uahendu Narttyaii 

. M.A. in Ancient Indtan History. 

41. Kandurbarksr, Dattntroy.i Fanclurjng 

. M.A. witii PahseOgTiphy. 

42. Naqvi, Syed'Arlifaq Ahmaa 

. B.A (Hon«.), M A. (Persian), LL.B. (Pro- 

43. Kath, Vishwendra .... 

. B.A (Agri). 

44. Davendr i Kumar Rajar.iin 

. B.A. (Hon«.), M A. in tncieut Tndi n His- 
tory, Pli.D. 

45, PiJloi, V. R- Perameswaran 

. Ottent"! Title Bi.im. Vidvan. (Trivancore 
State). 

46 Pyri, Baij Nath .... 

. M.A. in Aneiont Indt-in Histwry. 

47. R^ Qopal 

48. Rath, Puma Chandra 

, B.Sc., LL.H 

. BA, B.Ed 

49. Saksei^, Dhiranrda Narain 

. ba. 

50. 8 .letoroy OopalakriHlma Nir >.y ui 

. M A. in Ancient Indian History, PJi •. 

51. Sarkar, Hilfhna Oliandr 1 

62. Sarkar, Sd^inka Sek ar . . . 

. 8ui\cyor & Driflsmanship Exam. 

. M St (Anthropology), worked in Kiiser 
Wilhom Institute for Anthropology 


Berlin 

53. Saiitri, Kidar Hath 

. M A. 

54. Sengupta, Manindranath 


56. Sha'i, ZaiQuUbidm .... 

. B.A. with M thematics. 

56. Shakur, M.A 

. M A. 

57 Sharma, Man Mo'ian Lai . 

M.A. (History) 

68. Sbastri, Udai 8'iankar 

Sliastri, Kovyatirthii. 

59. Siddique, O'lulam Abba^, 

. B A. (Punjab) 

60. Singh. Har Oiar-tn. 

. M.A (Epigiajihy). 

61. Tnapar, Balkidien .... 

. M V. wit 1 A'l'imt C mil in History. 

62. Vy ts, Akshaykoorti 

M A, B \ (Hons). 


Creation of Post of Joint Director General, Archaeology. 

87. Pamdit sn Krishna IhlU Paliwal: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Education be pleubud to state if it is .a fact th.it a post of Joint Director-Gene- 
ral of Archaeology in India has been cic.ited, if so on what grounds? 

(b) What are the functions of this newly created post? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad; (.v) and (b). The answer to 
the first part of part (a) of the question is iii the atfirniative As regards the 
second part of part (a) and part (b) of the question, the Hon’ble Member ia 
referred to the replies given on the 8th Apiil 11146 to parts (c) and (d) of 
starred question No 1053 and on the 16th Noveinbei , l'.>46 to parts (b) and (c) 
of stalled question No 656, respectivelv. 

Post of Superintendent of Publication in the ARaKAEot,oGioAL Survey 
Dbfartuent 

88. Pandit Sri Kridina IhlU PaUwal: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Edueatioii be pictwed to state whether a post of Supeiintfflident of PubKcstions 
has been sanctioned by Government in the Archaeoloeical Survey Department? 
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(b) Is it a fact that all the publications of the Archaeological Department 
deluding Annual Reports, Memoirs, Epigraphica Indica, Epigi*aphioa-mo8* 
Jemica have been suspended for a long time? 

(c) Arc Government aware that Epigraphica Indica and Epigraphica Indo- 
tnoslemica are published by the Epigraphist to Government? 

Ihe Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Asad: (n) Yes 

'(b) Publications of the Archaeological Survey of India, like many other 
Government piiblicatiotis, were suspended during the "in’ and nave now been 
resumed with the improved supply of jiaper 

(c) ‘Epigraphica Indica’ and ‘Epigraphica Indo-mosiemica’ are published 
by the Archaeological Survi'y of India and nob by the Government Epigraphist. 

Proposed Appointment of Dr. Wheeler as Director of Museums 

89. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Pallwal: Will the Honourable Member for Edu- 
cation be pleased to state whether Govei ninent }'ropose to .ippomt Dr. Morti- 
mer Wheeh-r as the Dn-ec tor of Museums on the expiry ot his term as Director 
General of .'Archaeology If --o, vvh.it reasons? 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Azad: Goveraineut have no such 
proposal before them at piescnt As a matter of fact the question of the 
appointment ot the Director of the National Museum of Ait, Archaeology and 
Aiithropologv cannot be t.iken up until the details ot the .'-cheme have been 
w orkeci out 

Enquiry into the Working of thb Depvrtment of Arch veolooiovl Survey 
OF India 

90. Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Pallwal: (a) Will the Honourable Member* for 
Education please lay on the table ot the House R hst of publications excepting 
official reijoits, by the ofliceis of the Department of the Archaeological Survey 
of India since their appointment in the Department? 

(b) Do Govei imieiit nropose to consider th-j desirability ol appointing a 
non-official committee to enquire into the w'orking of this dejiartment’ 

The Honourable Maulana Abul Kalam Aead: (a) The attention of the 
Honourable Member is invited to the replies given on the 20th March, 1942 
to starred questions Noe. 218 and 224 in legiird to the papers published up 
to that date by the officers of the Archaeological Survey ot India, A list fjd 
the papers published subsequentlv is laid on the table 

(b) Goveinment have already two bodies with m majcrity of non-official 
metiibei't who advise them in regaid to the working of ttus Department, viz., 
the Slaiuhiig Committee of the JiCgisliitniv and the Central Advisory Bureau 
of Archaeology It is therefore not <*oimidered to appoint another committee 
to enquire into the working of the Dep.artmcnt 


StatrmeHl 

1 Ui It K Mojtimer Wlieeler, Biieetor Geneial 

(a) “Aiikamedii” published in fiietent fndiu, .No 2, 1946 

(b) “ Ai'chiEoloKical Planning foi India Soin i.t the Factors” published in the 

VroceedtiKjs uf the All Jtidui Science Comjrtte, 1946, and in I/icient Indta, 
No 2 

fe) Archoolotjti in India to dag published by Calcutta University, 1946 

(d) “ViTamjialiiiiam'' published iii the Journal of the Greater India Society, Xl 

(1945), 

(e) ‘‘Hnrappa 194”, published in Ancient India, No 3 (in the press) 

2 Dr N P L'hskravarti. Joint Director General. 

(a) ‘‘Kpigraphy and Anthiopology” • in procttdinije of the Science Congress, 1945 
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3. Mr. A. Ghoeb, Superintendent of Publications; 

. (■.' .“The ,Age of Kelachuri Imperialism m India” : published in Culture, Vol. VII, 

No. 1. 

(b) “The Kalachuris of Southern Kosala” ; published in D. R. Bhandarkar Comma 
moration Volume. 

(0) “Two Mohari Seals from Nalanda” ; published in Epigraphta Indtca. Vol XXIV. 

(d) “The pottery of Ahichhatra— Introduction” : published in indent India, No. 1. 

(e) “Seals of an unknown dynasty from Nalanda” : published in the Indian Hietorical 

Quarterly 

(fj “Nalanda Seals of Budha Gupta and Vishnu Gupta” published in the Indian 
Historical Quarterly. 

(g) ‘Coins of Varunamitra from Ahichh-itra” published in tJie Jrurnal of the Jfumit- 

matie Society of India. 

(h) "A Bronr.e Image Inscription from Nalanda" published in Epigiaphia Indica, 

XXV 

(1) “A Buddhist Tract in a atone msonption in the Cuttack Museum” • published in 

the Ejngraphia Initira, XXVI. 

{f‘1 “A Nalanda Copper Plate of Samudra Gupta” published in Epigrnjihia Indicu 

(k) "The Date of the Pandava Kings of Southern Kosala” • published in Epigraphia 

Indica, XXV. 

(l) “The Kaiipada Imago lusniption of Siibhakaradeva” • published in Epigiaphia 

Indtca, XXVI. 

4. Ml* T N Rainachandran, Superintendent. .Southein Ciicle 

(a) “Recent .\.rch(cologiral Disroveiies along the Maiiianiati and Lalmai Ranges, 
Tippet. 1 District Kast Bengal” : pubbshed in I! C Lnu, Vol Pt II, 1946 

5 Mr K R Siinivasan, -Assistant Supeiinlendent 

(a) Pudukottai Inscriptions • Published by the Pudukottai State 

(b) “The Megahthic Burials and Urn-fields of South India in the light of Tamil 

Literature and Tradition” : published in .incient India, No 2 

6 Mr. V D Ki ishnaswami, Assistant Superintendent (Pre-histoiy) 

(a) “Stone Age India” : in Ancient India No 5, (in the press) 

7. Mr S A .4 Naqvi, .Assistant Supeiintendent, Delhi Circle 

(a) “Guide to Humajun's Tomb and adjacent buildings” (m the piess) 

(b) “Sultan Chau”, in .Incient India, No 3 (in the pres*.) 

8 Mr. Knahnadeva, Assistant Superintendent 

(a) “Koaam Iiisciiption of Bh,idianiagha jeai 81' *] 

(b) “Naland.a Seat of Vishiiugupta” Piibli-iliod in Epigraphta Indtca 

(c) "Rajghat Copper plato of GovmdaohandiH” J 

(d) “Excavations at Rajghat” published in Hihliogiaphy of Indian IJistoiy and 

Indologg, 1942 

(e) "Coin-deviees on Rajghat Seals” . published in the Journal of Numismntic Society 

of India, 

9 Dr. V S Agiawala, Assistant Supeiintendent u, charge of Museums Branch 

(a) “Gupta Alt — a study ’ published in ihe Journal of tne f P. Historical Society, 

Panna Lull Special Numbei, Erbruanj, 1647. 

(b) "Jauiijmi fine/; Inscription ’ Published in the Journal of the U. P Historical 

Snaetu. Panna T/ull special Number 

(c) “Sliver Punch maiked lOins of the niasaka type” : published in the Journal of the 

Numismatic Soiiety of India (in the press). 

(d) “A note on Ihe Patna Copper Band with Punch-marked symbols” , published in 

the Journal of the Numismatic Society of India (in the press). 

(e) “Food and Drink in Panini’a Ashladhayi” : published m the Journal of the 

Gangaiiath Jha Institute Journal (in the press;. 

(f) “Current Proper names m the Ashtadhyayi and Ancient Sunga Inscriptions”. 

published In the Bharat-Kaumudi (in the piese) 

<g) “A note on the Parasika Oil in Sanskrit Literatnre” submitted for Ancient 
India 
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Pbomotios of ‘8MW»r. 'SitnMMfi" tl*^ 

91. 8m Sftty«i»> 7 » But«rji^: Will the Hoohuntble fc^ IB^datioa 

b® pleased to state: 

(a) what IS meant by the promotion of speeial siudie* in efdueation a» men- 
tioned in item 4 of the list of subjects ui^er the Education Ps^tarhisent in 
the Legislative Assembly circular No. XCVII dated 6th Deo. 1946; 

(b) what has been done so f.ir in this regard and whether Goveniinfent have 
any scheme therefor, and 

(e) whether workeit.’ education falls within “special studies" in education, 
if so, whether Goveinnient have any scheme for its promotion, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Uaulana Abul Edam As«d: (a) The item refen-ed to by 
the Honouiablc Member is intended to cover a special educational problems 
that may arise from time to time such as Scientific Terminologie* for Indian 
languages, a tonimon Butille for the blind in India; Social and Rerareatne 
activities, new technnpics of training and assessment of attainments, cte. 

(b) A number c/f such special studies, including those mentioned in part 
(a) has alicady been undertaken bv the Government of India. A Central' 
Bureau of rsvcholog\ has bicii set up iu India to make a study of oertam 
impcitiint piobleni'. lel.iliiig to ediicalion, such as improvement of the present 
examination sjstem, methods of selection for the various stages of education, 
\OCHlioniil guid.,ncc, cli Tlu‘ <iuestion of the est.ihlishment of a Central 
Bureau foi liiiud Weii.ne .iiid a Central Institute foi Social Service and Pub- 
lic Adiniiiisl ration is also under consideiation 

(c) Yes The attention of the Honourable Member is invited to the 
Chapteis on Adult Kdueation and Eecreativc and Social Actavitiee m the 
Eepoit !)> the rentral \d\iscnv Board of Education on Post-War Educational 
Developiiiciit m fiidia, wliudi has been accepted In the Government of India 


SilOltT NOTICE QUESTION AND ANSWER 

Inconvenience toToceists and Tbavellkbs at Show Places in Indi.a 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Will the Honourable Member for Railways please 
slate 

(fi) u bethel tli" itKiUion ot (io\eiiiiiieiit been drawn ti correspondence 
, in the Shih-'iniiiii ol tlie (ith .Maieh 1947 legnrdiiig inconvenience to 

toinists and tiiivelleis a( vaiioiis show' places in India’ 

(bj Do Goieriuneiit projjose to consider the plan or programme of estab- 
lishing a TouiNt Depaitrneiit, whicli will create special facilities to attract 
touiists from all over the woild to see the show places in India? 

(c) Do Government incposc to examine the possibility of setting up hotels 
for and m connection with the itvilwav svetem at =onie of these places for the 
convenience both of tiavelleis and of tourists’ 

(d) Have Government any estimate of the number of tourist travellers, 
who were coming to India before the war in normal times, and of the approxi- 
marte amount of monev, which they were spending in this country on (i) 
travelling, (ii) other purposes? 

(e) Will Government make a stuteuieiit of their policy on th« subject? 

The Honourable Dr. John KattHal; (a) Yes. 

(b) Govenmient havi leceived the mtenin report submitted bv the Tourist 
Traffic Committee which was .appointed by the Govemineut in 1945 with Sir 
John Sargent as the Chairman for the purpose of investigating the possibilities 
of developing tourist traffic m India. The report recommends mter ailia the 
formation of an Indian Tourist Orgimieation, .an Hiitonomoiis body of a semi 
•ffieial nature, enjoying tbe confidence of the Central Government, Provincial 
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Gcveram^nts aud tiie lutliaii States. The final report of the Tourist Traffic 
Committee is awaited, but ui the meantime Government are considering 
what interim action sbowld' be taken. 

(o) Yes, but no final decision lias been reached. Some localities are fairly 
adequately equipped with facilities for tounsts while in some others pw>vi«ou 
of such amenities by autlioiities otljer than railways, might be more appi-opriata; 

(d) Ko. 

(e) While Government consider that the firet task before the Railways 
must be to pi-ovide facilities for rad travel in India, in principle they favour 
the earhest possible development of loimst traffic with, however, due regard 
to the food and trwnsport situations. 

Mr. X«ntt Snbodar: Having regard to the need of attracting foreigners 
to this country to see the great places here and also incidentally drawing 
some money, will Government ask this Committee to expedite their report 
and also examine whether an In-tourist Company as a State venture should 
b3 put up or whether it should be done by private enterprise or by subsidised 
private enterprise? 

Tha^bmourBilfiB Dr, John Matthaf: I will consider the Honourable Mem- 
bex’'s suggestion that the report of the Tourist Traffic Committee should be 
expedited. But in the meantime, as I stated m my reply, we in the Railway 
Department are considering setting up an interim organisation for making 
the necessary preliminary surveys. 

Prof. K. Or. Sanga; In view of the food shortage and the railway bottle- 
neck to whicli the Railway Member himself referred, will Government con- 
sider the advisability of delemng action for the next two oi tliree yeais until 
this crisis is over? 

Th« Honourable Dr. Jofan Matthai: That is a matter tli.it deser\es to be 
considered 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will Go\ eminent aKo consider witli the Ministry of 
Communications whether the benefit of air communication should also not 
bi given and linked up so that a party may have an all-in comprehensive 
facility for such « tour as he mav select out of many which are offered to 
him, and whether the Civil Aviation Department should also not partake in 
the earliest formative stage with the pioposal;, which are being made? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: The Touiist Traffic Committee under 
the chairmanship of Sir John Sargent is an inter-dopartniental committee 
besides consisting of non-officials m which the Coininunications Department 
is represented 


STATEMENTS LAID ON THE TABLE 
[Information promised in Replies to certain Qi’Kstions — L.vin ov the Table 
OP THE Hot 8E— -Today J. 

Seth Suhhdeo’s Unetarred Queetion No 214 of 12th April, 1940. 

Nuipber of Hemobiliied UUilary Offioar* tpjiea in civil employniMit utidei the Cantrn) 
Government dunng the period Ist October 1945 to 31»t AUich, IW, le 700 approximately. 


Mr K. (' Neogy's Starred Que$tion No 32 {Parts (o') fo (e) and (s')] 
of 28th October, 1946 

Effect in the Activities of the Posts and Telegraphs Department as a 
B«8Clt oh Communal Disturbances in Provinces. 

(a) During tbe peiiod from' the' J6th Augoat,-1946 to the 2Bth October, 1046 the foHovr- 
Ing local area* in the reepectivn Proviacaa were a0e<^ by communal diatuthaneea--— 
ClUeiUta and Dutea.—Bikgil Preeidency. 

Allahabad and dgro.— United Provincee. 
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' SylKet —Assam. , 

.. ■ Ahmedabad, Bombay and ifan^a/nner —Bombay Preaidonoy. ; , , , « • 

AmraoU and Scruyor —Centra! Provinces. 

The activities of the P. & T. department ^n th^sse Provinces yere affected in conseqaeoM 
«f the communal disturbances in that there wete heavy absentees in the various P. 4 T. 
Offices. There was considerable dislocation and -suspension' bf’’\VOrk. A number of post 
offices had to be closed down tempdianly deliveries of telegrams were inordinately delayed 
and the scheduled despatches of mails in the riot affected areas had to be curtailed, Instal- 
lations of now tolephone connections and rectitication of faults found in the existing -ones 
were hanipeiod Supply of telegraph stores for wotks in progress was cut oft. 

(b) Yes, Consideiable damage and Joss has been done to the property belonging to the 
P and T Department as a result of arson and looting. The, extent, of loss due to the 
communal disturbances for the peiiod under review amounted to Rs 1,769-2-0 in cash and 
postage stamps In one case in dacca two registered letters-in the''CUstody of a delivery 
postman are also leported to have been lost, 

(c) yes. Particulars of casualties in the not affeitcd area's Province by Province are as 



Killeil 

Injured 

Missing 

Bengal 

7 

i1 

1 

Assam 




Boinb.vy r 

1 

1 


C. P. ... 


1 


't’otrtl 

d ' 

31 

1 


(e) Tliu nieasuie ol the protecliuii ahoided by the local authorities in each place 
affected by the communal distuibances vaiied from Proiince to PiOMnce. 

In Bengal, a< cording to lepoits leiened police piotectioii does not appeal to have been 
afforded to dciMitnieiital piopeily oi personnel in each place in the distuibed zones 

In .tssam police piotoclion was not affoided 

In the United Piovinies, police and iiiilitaiy pickets wnc jiostcd at stialegio points 
particiilaily in .lllahabad but no special aiiangemeiita ioi the piotection ot P. & T. offices 
weie made 

In Bombay, police protection was provided wlieiever a specific requisition was made by 
the DepailmeiU An aimed Police guard was also made available for llie city mail 

motor Police leaouicci vceie sliamed to the utmost due to their pre-occupation in not 
areas and so police assistance was not sought unless considered absolutely essential and 
unavoidable 

In llie Cenlial Piounces police a.ssistance waa invariably available on lequisition. 


Baku Bcnii Ninoi/nn Sin^li’fi Starred Questions Nos. UH and 137 of 31»t 
October, 1946 

Appoi.vtmen’t of Mfl. 1’. M (Ir.ovER as Entomoeogist in India Lao BESWARcn 
Institute. 

Wo 134- 

(a) The Committee did direct that the post should be adveitised both in England and 
in Indi.i Tl has not been possible to ascertain whether the post was advertised in India 
or not 

(b) There is no evidence that there was any 6onltavent.ion of the directions of Com- 

(c) Yes 

(d) Mr. Olover’s apx>lic.atiou ooutaids no reforOnoo to J»is experio.tce and knowledge of 
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j i I f 

Inpayment of Lo^if <ky Mb Gloves 

iro 187— 

(A) (i) Y«ff 

(. 1 ) Ye. 

(ill) The whole of the* principal of the loan wa. repaid bj hiw by ISth NovcuiJieif 19d4 

(iv) 4- aym of Ea 2|6 4 D aa interest on the Iqan is still tu*8tamling which has not been 
paid in spite of several reminders 

(v) Mr Glover applied for the advance on account of urgent private family leasons 
and to tide over financial difficulties and the Ipan was granted to him on thepe grounds 
It later transpired that he had invested the amount in war bords and steps weie taken 
to recover the loan frojm bun atonce 

(h] The irregularity of investing the loan in war bond was pomtp 1 out to J im and 
hie action was treated ae (ctncunting to misconduct The question oi tak nj, 1 s ij linnry 
action will be considereld when he rejoins the service of the CooimiUce 


Mr K G N«ogy « Umtarred QuetitOn No 7S of IWi N vi-wb.r 1946, 


iiiFFBOT OP Communal Riots in Noakhali and Tippbbaii in BfibOAi on the 
Aotivitifs op Centra! Excise Departmfni 
ia) In the Chandpui Circle comprising the dielrict of Tippciah four R igcs ceased 
functioning temporarily as their headquarters had to be shifted to safei places dunng the 
worst period of the disturbances All the Ranges in the Circle began working again soon 
after Oocnmenta in one Range only were lost Practically all the 21 Ranges ui 
the Noakhah Circle stopped working during the disturbances and 14 were seriously afFected 
although no documents were lost Some of the Hindu Range Officeis left their Ranges 
to remove their families to places of safety after tiansfernng the office records to less 
disturbed neighbounng Ranges 

There were no casualties among the Central Excise staff 

(b) A loss in revenue amounting to Re 25 only has been reported due to looting of 4;) 
maunds of betelnut from a warehouse at Sonaimun How aid o what extent the collection 
of Central Excise revenue will be affected have yet to be seen 

(e) The following staff were posted to the Noakhah and Cbandpur Circles — 


— 

hoak> all 

Cbandpur 

({) Superintendent 

1 

1 

i 

(b) Deputy Superintendent 

3 

2 

(iii) Inspector 

28 

26 

(iv) Supervisor 

4 

3 

(v) * B * grade clerk 

2 

2 

(vl) • C ’ grade clerk 

6 

6 

(vii) Jamadar 

1 

3 

(viii) Peon 

32 

3’ 


The number of Rangea that contiimed to function is indicated in (a) abo-w 
No reports about the distuibancees appear to have been made by the stAfl m theae 
areas, except a verbal report by the Assistant Collector Dacca on Zlst October 1946. Tm 
C ollector htmaelf issued telegraphic orders on the 17th October (from his eamp In 8«^h 
Orissa) to withdraw staff and records from the worst affected arm Md to give att 
help in restoring orders and relief srork These orders were retard by th* 0®o« 

Noakhali on 19th October, but by then communications in the district warn badly dM^d 
In response to a telegraphic request for details, Teports ware mad^by Lka Otrcla Oftem, 
Chaadpur and No^^ali. 
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Mt. B. P. JhunjhutmtUd'a Starrrd Hvo^lion \’o. 655 of 161Ji November 1949 
Ihcome-Tax on Total Profits of STjaiLixo .and Doi-Lab Companies m Tnbia 


(») A lint i« ftttAched 

(b) In ’Tiew of smUon M of th« IndiAo IncoBW-fAi: Act it i» powibld to diMiote 
th« nwnes of compsnioA whose British Indisn profits exceeded their foreign profits. 
the number of socb compsniee, so fer es it is fcYiown. on the hiAls of completed mepme 
tsx sssesHments wss • 97 in 1943-44 , 96 in 1944-45 end 84 in 1945-46 


(c) The reply to the first part is in the effirnMilire. 

(d) I'es, returns under section 19A were Lulled for in slmoit ell eases. 

(ej The returns were received m e few esses JMost of the Indian offices of the eem- 
Iianips loncoined were unable to submit the returns as they had no excess ti^ the registms 
of sliaieholders whuh were maintained abroad ft is not therefore possible to give jm 
precise number of shnieholders who were in receipt of dividends amounting to Bs. 25,000 


{£) Yes, in some (.aaes the non-iesident ahai ehulders were assessed but the coUectlon of 
lax had to he postponed fifcaimo of an appeal pending before the I'livy Council. The 
amount Ilf super tax assessed in these rases is about. Its. 25 T,akhs 

(g) No prosecution was lodged .as the individuals concerned wers outside the pale of 
Riitisli Indian laws as they now stand 


Am/ nj Strtlim/ ««</ Dolliii enmfmmti camiimi on fiwsioeis in Ihiti^/i huhn 

1 'I III' f'awiipoie Kleitiic .Siippli ('omi><anj T-td , Cawnpore 

2 The West P,cteid l*iess. Ltd . Aligaih 

3 Tile 'roonbairip Tea Company Limited, .Lalpaiguri 

4 lie ILiMlI.iiid \ir Ciatl Company Idd 

5 Vast India Tt.nnways Coinp.any Ctd 

6 Uahichistiin Cliroriie Conipaiiv Lid 

7 Cable and Wiieless .Mid F..ast Company Limited 

8 tsiatii I’etioleiiiii Co ITndi.t) Ltd 

9 Aiiglo-liaiu.aii Coil ( o (India) Ltd 

10 Bnimc Oil Co. (Imii.i Trading) Ltd 

11 IJuinia-Mien Oil Sloi.ige ,itid Disti ilniliiig Co, of India Ltd 

12 Tlalli niiiLheis Ltd 

13 Central Pro\ime« Manganese Oie Co. Ltd, Nagpur 

14 Alloik Oil Companv Ltd . Bawalpindi 

15 The f/ellii Ktecfiie .Siipplv and Tiactior. Co , Ltd , Delhi 

16 The Baisi Light Kaihcay Companj Ltd., Kuidawadi, 

17 Dn.iniai.i Tea Co Ltd 

18 Aes.ain Oil Company l.td 

19 A.ssaiii Railwac ant Tiading Co, Ltd 

20 Aseaiii Co , Ltd 

21 Bbiibrigliat Tea J'o , Ltd 

22 Deatnooiie Tea Co , Ltd 

23 Doom Dooma Tea ( 'o , Ltd 

24 Empire of India and Ceylon Tea Co. Ltd 
25 Pabbajan Tea Co , Lid , 

36 Rupai Tea Co , Ltd 

27 Tara Tea Co, Ltd 

28 Mangles Bros Coorg Coffee Estates Limited, Somwsrpst. 

29. Elk Hill Coffee Estates lAd , Siddapur. 

30l Tattersfmld Co., Ltd. 

31. SUndard Vacoum Oil Co. 

32. .Wallace Bros, and Co. Ltd 

33. David Sassoon & Co., Ltd 
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34. Si»Hg M«t«ri»li Ltd. 

35. Tlie EMlern Cheinickl Co., Ltd. 

35. Messr*. . Dupcui Stewart Co., Ltd. 

37. Meiiar*. Olenfield ft Kennedy Ltd. 

38. The TTIegtern Electric Co., Ltd. 

39. W*«ier Broe lit National Pic Tnc. 

4D. Warner Broe. as agenti to Warner Broai l*t N«tie.i»l Pic. Inc , London. 

41. TAIarner Broa. aa agenti to Warner Bro»l. lit Njatleoa.) Pic. Inc. New York. 

42 Warner Broe aa agents to Vitagarph, New York. 

43. IJnirersal Pictnrei India Ltd , as agents to L'mverial Pictures Corporation Inc, 

44 Candles India Ltd 

45 Cementation, Co., Ltd 
46. Lintas Ltd , 

47 PiiK’iiin Johnson ft Coy. Ltd. 

48. Asea Electric Ltd 

49 (‘lackie & Son (India) Ltd . Stoblatid 

30. Hiii'iieo Co , Ltd., London. 

5t Itiitisli Bmma Petioleum Co , Ltd. 

52 (tulUMwoitli & Coy (India). Lid 

53 Call! Clolliing ft Belting Ltd 

54 (' itc .1. ITampton Ltd 

55 ('.nioii Co, Ltd 

56 ( ' W ( 'hnncy & Sons Ltd 
.57 Kllci nun’s Wilson Lino Ltd. 

58 llcMiv Simon Ltd , Manchester 

59, lull inational Correspondence Schools (Oveiaeas Ltd). 

60 T.OI11S Dreyfus k Co Ltd 

61 Lisseii Ltd 

62 llvlanda 4 Sons (Oreiseasl Ltd. 

63 Itorvnlrcp & Co , Ltd 

64 Sun Shipping Co. Ltd, London, 

65 .Spirei's (Erfiorti Ltd . 

66 Saint Line Lid. 

67 Spinner Olazehrook A Co, Ltd 

68 Sirneirs Electric Lamps 4 Supplies Ltd 
69 Thomas Hardman 4 Sons Lid. 

70. Twyfords Limited. 

71 Williamson 4 Co., (Rochdale) Ltd. 

72. Wiight Layman ft Uraney Ltd. 

73 William Collins Sona ft Co., Ltd., Olaigpw 

74. Army ft Navy Stotea Ltd 

75. British Drug House Ltd. 

76. British Tabulating Machine Co., Ltd. 

77 Consolidated Pneumatic Toolh Co., T4d. 

78. Chloride Electrical Storage Co. (India) Ltd 

79. Charles Walker ft Co., Ltd 

80. English Electric Co., Ltd 

81. Eadic Bros, ft Co., Ltd. 

82. English Card Clothing Co., Ltd. 

83. International Business Machitiea Crop of New Y»ik 

84. May ft Baker Ltd., London. 

85. Pilkington Brothers Ltd. 

86. Richardson Tear ft Co., Ltd. 
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87. Wtkome Foundation Ltd. 

88. Wileon Brothera Brotbera, Bobbin Co., Ltd 

89. The Anchoi Line Ltd. 

90. The British Insfitule .if Engl Tech. Ltd , London 

91. Messrs. Cair & Co., Ltd. 

92 The Central Agency Ltd. 

93 The Knglish Sewing Cotton Co , Ltd 

94 The Grahma Trading Co , (India) Ltd. 

96 .Johnson and Phillips, Ltd 

96 J. 4 P. Coats, Ltd. 

97 Kii'k & Co , (Blackburn) Ltd 

98 M.-iomilliBn & Co., Ltd 

99 Millar’s Timber Trading Co , Ltd. 

100. Mirlesa Bickeiton & Day Ltd 

101 Reuters Ltd. 

102 Twentieth Centuiy Fo\ Film Crop , Now York 

103 Thomas Cook 4 Sous (Bankers) Ltd 

105. Br Crown Life Assurance Co , Ltd. 

106. Crown Life Insurance Co , Ltd 

107 La Concorde Insurance Co of Pans 

108 L’Union File Insurance Co , Ltd. 

109. Swiss National Insurance Co , Ltd 

110 Scottish Metropolitan Life Assurance Co , Ltd. 

111 Baloise Fire Insurance Co , Ltd. 

112 Essex 4 Suffolk Equitable Insurance Co., Ltd. 

113. Gresham Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 

114. Great Eastern Life Assurance Co., Ltd., 

115. HeRolia Swiss Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

116. Legal 4 General Assurance Co , Ltd. 

117. Mftrs Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 

118. National Mutual Life Asaociation of Australia. 

119. Provincial Insurance Co., Ltd. 

120. Scottish Insurance Crop. Ltd. 

121. Tansho Marine 4 Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

122. Yorkshire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

123. Eagle Star Insurance Co., Ltd. 

124. Motor Union Insurance Co., Ltd. 

125. Messrs. Adrema Ltd. 

126. Agfa Photo Ltd. 

127. Holland Bombay Trading. 

128. Trading Co. Late Hegt. ft Co., Ltd. 

129. American Express Co., Ltd. 

130. Bombay Gas Co., Lt^. 

131. Eastern Bank Ltd 

132. Lloyds Bank Ltd. 

133 Maritime Insurance Co., Ltd.. 

134. Norwich Union Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 

135 National Employers Mutual Life Association Ltd. 

136. Sun Life Insurance Co of Canada, 

137. General Acccident Fire ft Life Assurance Co., Ltd. 

138. Begbie Phillips ft Haylay. 

130. Evans Medical Supplies Ltd 
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140. L(ki)ginuu OvMa ft Co., Ltd. 

141. Whippon ft Bobs, Ltd. 

142. The Anglo Thai Corporation Ltd. 

143. Banco National Ultra Marino. 

144. Bank of Ceylon. 

146. Blundell Spence ft Co., Ltd. 

146. Comptoir National D'Escompte Oe Paris. 

147. Cox & Kings (Insurance) Ltd. 

148. F. F. Christien ft Co., Ltd. 

149. Nederlands Indische Handles Bank. 

160. National City Bank of New York. 

161. Fublio Utilities Investment Co., Ltd. 

162. Asa Lees 4 Co., Ltd. (through Indian Textiles Bng. Ltd.). 

163. British Colloids Ltd. 

164. British and Dominion Film Productions Ltd. (through United Artiste Corp.) 

165. Cox ft Kings (Agents] Ltd. 

166. Chloride Electrical Storage Co., Ltd., 6iancheater. 

167. Dobson ft Barlow Ltd (through Indian Textile Engineers Ltd.). 

168. E. Qreen 4 Co . Ltd. 

150. Qraton 4 Knight, Ltd. 

160. Howard 4 Bullough Ltd. (through Indian Textile Ehigineers Ltd.). 

161. John Hetherington 4 Co., Ltd. (through Indian Textile Engineers Ltd ). 

162. London Films Productions (through United Artists Corporation Ltd.). 

163. National Analine 4 Chemical Co , Ltd. 

164. Platt Bros. 4 Co., Ltd. (through Indian Textile Engineers Ltd ). 

165. Parke Davis 4 Co., Ltd. 

166. Tweedales 4 Somlley Ltd. 

167 Textile Machinery Makers Ltd. (through Indian Textile Engineers Ltd.). 

168. Turner 4 NewaU, Ltd. 

169. Turner Bros Asbestos Co., Ltd. 

170. United Artists Corporation Agents to Alexandra Korda Film Productions Ltd. 

171. International Chemical Ltd. 

172. John Wyth 4 Bros. Ltd. 

173. United Artists Corporation — Agents to Pendemis Pictures Ltd. 

174. United Artists Corporation — ^Agents to Alexandra Korda Film Incoruoratisd 

(Dollar). 

176. R K. 0. Radios Pictures Inc 

176. Khongca Tea Estates Ltd. 

177. Doona Tea Co., Ltd. 

178. Pathini Tea Co., Ltd., 

179. Surma Valley Tea Co., Ltd. 

180 Scottish Assam Tea Co., Ltd. 

181 Derby Tea Co., Ltd 

182. Kaliabar 4 Seconeo Tea Co., Ltd 

183. Neddem Tea Co., Ltd. 

184. Badlipar Tea Co., Ltd. 

186. Lungla (Sylfaet) Tea Co . Ltd. 

186. Longai VaUey Tea Co, Ltd. 

187. Lusheropre Tea Co., Ltd. 

188. Bupajuli Tea Co., Ltd. 

188. Bordubi Tea Co., Ltd. 

100. Bobheel Tea Co., Ltd. 
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101. Boroi Tea Co., Ltd. 

192. Borjan Tea Co., Ltd. 

195. Attarikhat Tea Co., Ltd. 

104. Jettinga yalle; Tea Co., Ltd. 

196. British Assam Tea Co., Ltd. 

196. Itakhooh Tea Co., Ltd. 

197. Jorehat Tea Co., Ltd. 

198. Aibheel Tea Co., Ltd 

199. Amgoorie Tea Estate, Ltd. 

200. Borellie Tea Co , Ltd. 

201. Kachngoan Tea Co., Ltd. 

202 Halem 7’ea Co., Ltd 

203. Impel lal Tea Co., Ltd. 

204. Bajmai Tea Co., Ltd. 

205 Bargange Tea Co , Ltd. 

206 The Calcult.a Electric Supply Coipoistion Ltd 
907 B N Hallway Co , Ltd. 

206 Bemington Hand Inc (Dollar) 

209 Minimax, Ltd 

210. A S. Henry Co Ltd 

211. W. 4 T. Avery Ltd. 

212. British Insulated Cables Ltd. 

213. Behubor Co., Ltd. 

214 International Bitumen Emulsions Ltd. 

215 T E Thompson 4 Co., Ltd. 

216 Calcutta Tramways Co., Ltd. 

217. J Stone 4 Co (India) Ltd. 

218. Lipton Ltd. 

219. Buxa Dooars Tea Co , Ltd 
290. Koomsong Tea Co., Ltd. 

2tl Lewis 4 Taylor, Ltd. 

222. Corramore Tea Co , Ltd. 

223. Assam Frontier Tea Co., Ltd. 

284. Attabene Tea Estate Ltd. 

225. Dlioolie Tea Co , Ltd 

226. Dhendie Tea Co , Ltd. 

227 Ishabheel Tea Co , Ltd. 

228 Oingia Tea Co., Ltd. 

229 Mather 4 Platt Ltd 
280. Meryle Co., Ltd 

231 Heatly Gresham Ltd 

232. Moabund Tea Co., Ltd 

233. Associated British Machine Tools Makers Ltd 

234. Associated Portland Cement Mfg Ltd 
235 Albion Motors Ltd 

236. Belseri Chardwar Tea Co., J,td 

237 Bamgaon Tea Co., Ltd 

238 Blyth 4 Platt Ltd. 

239 Bogabagh Tea Co. Ltd. 

240. Brown Bayleys Steel Works Ltd 
341. Endogram Tea Co., Ltd 
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242. Diouh Tuk Co., Ltd. 

343. Bodla B«to Tm Co., Ltd. 

244. Saikwah AMam Tea Co., Ltd. 

246. Bazaloni Tea Co., Ltd. 

246. D. J. Keymore ft Co., Ltd. 

247. P ft M. Co. (Kngland) Ltd. 

248. Marcooi International Marine Communication Co., Ltd. 

249. Prichet Gold B. P. 8. Co., Ltd. 

280 Phillipe Lamp Co., Ltd. 

261. Super Heater Co., Ltd. 

262. Moran Tea Co., Ltd. 

253. Romai Tea Co., Ltd 

254. Looksan Tea Co., Ltd 

256. Lnkwah Tea Co , Ltd 

256. Vulcan Foundry Ltd. 

257. Morangi Toa Co., Ltd. 

258. Sonabheel (Aeaam) Tea Co., Ltd. 

269 Rangajan Tea Co , Ltd. 

260. New SyUiet Tea Co., Ltd. 

261. Tingre Tea Co , Ltd. 

262 Majuli Tea Co., Ltd. 

363. Holman Broe. Ltd. 

264 Johnson ft Sons (Mfg Cbemist), Ltd., London. 

265. Alfred Herbert Conventry Ltd. 

266 Good Year T\ro ft Rubber Co., Ltd., Akron Ohio U, 8. A. 

267 British Equitable Insuraaca Co., Ltd. 
a6a British India Steam Navigation Co., Ltd. 

269. Dunlop Rubber Co , Ltd. 

270. Oriental Gas Co , Ltd. 

271. Jessop ft Co , Ltd (London). 

272. United Scottish Insurance Co., Ltd. 

273. Whiteawsy Laidlow ft Co , Ltd. 

274. Alliauce AMorance Co , Ltd. 

275 Alluminium Ltd 

276 Allas Assurance Co ^ Ltd. 

277 Air Survey Co., Ltd. 

278 Bank Line Ltd 

279 British American Assurance Co., Ltd. 

280. British Fire Insurance Co., Ltd. 

281. British and Foreign Marine Insurance Co., Ltd. 

282 British General Insurance Co., Ltd. 

283 British Oak Insurance Co., Ltd. 

284. British Traders Insnianue Co, Ltd. 

286. Bushells Limited. 

286. Butler Machine Tool Co., Ltd. 

287. Bank of Scotland Dundee Nominees Ltd. 

288. Bankers 4 Traders Insurance, Co,, Ltd. 

289. C. A, Per$ons Ltd. 

200. Caledonian Insurance Co., Ltd. 

<S01. Canton Insurance Office Ltd. 

882. Central Insurance Office Ltd. 

380. Century Insurance Co., Ltd. 

384. Charantea SteaSMliif Co., Ud. 
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896. China Fire Inauronca Co Ltd 

896 City Line Ltd 

897 Clan Line Ltd 

886 Commercial Union Asauiance Co Ltd. 

299 Crosse & Fedeial Union Insurance Co Ltd 

300 Eastern Federal I nion Insurance ( o Lt I 

301 Ellei-man Bucknel Steamship Co Ltd 

302 Fmployei s Liability Aasuiai ce Corp Ltd 

303 Guardian Assurance Co Ltd 

304 Ham Steamship Co Ltd 

305 Ho i),kong liie Insuia ce Co Ltd 

306 Indian Geneiul Navigation 3c Railway Co Ltd 

307 Liver Iianspoit & Trad n„ (o Ltd 

308 Hames Nourse Ltd 

309 Law Ui on & Rock Inmiance Co Ltd 

310 Live pool 4 London Olove Insurance Co Ltd 

311 London Asaursnce 

312 London Ouaiantee & A iident Co Ltd 

313 Isjndoii & I>.iiicashiie Insurance Co Ltd 

314 I ondon & Pro in al M le fi General Ins >• C Lit 

315 T/indon & Scoltisli Assurance Corporation Ltd 

316 National C uaranle & '^ecur tiship Association Ltd 

317 New Zealand Insurance Co Ltd 

318 N 01 them Assurance Co Id 

319 National Insurance Co of Great Tlritain Ltd 

320 1 earl Assirance Co Ltd 

321 Prodenc al Assurance Co Ltd 

322 Queensland In man e Co Ltd 

323 fUiIwiv Passengers Assurance Co Ltd 

324 Rojal Exchange A surance Corporation Ltl 

325 Royal Insurance ( o Ltd 

336 Scottish Un on 4 National Assurance < o Ltd 

327 South British Insurance Co Ltd 

328 State Assurance Co Ltd 

329 Union Insuran e Societ of Canton Ltd 

330 North China Insurance Co Ltd 

331 Raleigh Investment Co Ltd 

332 Noith British and M rcantilc Iisuiance Co Ltl 

333 River Steam Navigation Co Ltd. 

334 Phoenix Assurance Co Ltd 

336 Noiwich Union Fire Insurance Society LIJ 

336 Union Assiiiance Society Limited 

337 Gramophone Company Limited 

338 Peninsular 4 Oriental Steam Navigation Co Limited 
330 Asiatic Steam Navigation Company Limited 

340 Western Assurance Company, Ltd 

341 Sun Insurance Office Limited 

342 Sea Insurance Company Limited 

343 SUndard Life Assurance Company Limited 

344 Indo pacific Shipping Company Limited 
346 T & J Broklebsnks Limited 

346 Silver Line Limited 
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347 Faltime Inaurance Company Limited 
346. langtazen Insurance Asaociation Limited. 

346. British Sulphate & Amonia Federation, Limited. 

350. Hail Lme Limited. 

351. Hollad British Line. 

362. Java Sea & Fire Insurance Company, Limited. 

363. Netherland Steam Navigation Company, Limited 
354. Overseas Assurance Company Limited. 

356. Botterdan Lloyds Steam Navigation Company, Limited. 

366. Belisnce Marine Insurant e Company, Limited. 

357. West of Scotland Insurance Company Limited. 

358 Indo China Steam Navigation Company, Limited 
369 Marine Insuiance Company, Limited. 

360 Ocean .Accident Insurance Company, Limited 

361. Ocean Marine Insurance Company Limited. 

362. Bansoms & Bapier Limited 

363. Suttons & Sons Limited 

364. Union Manns Insurance Company Limited. 

365. Oeneral Film Distributors Limited. 

366. Assam Cunsolidatetl Tea F.statei Limited. 

367. Assam Estates Limited 

366. Bengal United Tea Company, Limited. 

369. British Indian Tea Company Limited. 

370. Cachar & Dooars Tea Company Limited. 

371. Dekhari Tea Company, Limited. 

372. Deundi Tea Company, Limited. 

373 Dorman Long A Company Limited. 

374. Doolaiiat Tea Company Limited 

376. Dooars Tea Company Limited. 

376. East India Coal Company Limited 

377. Jhanzie Tea Association, J..imited. 

378. Jokai (Assam) Tea Company, Limited. 

379. Limbiguri Tea Company, Limited 

380 Makum (Assam) Tea, Compam, Limited. 

381. Makalbari Tea Co , Limited. 

382 Shakemate Tea Estates Lunited 

383. Sephinjuri Bheel Tea Company, Limited. 

384. St. Mary Axe Securities Limited. 

386. Steel Brothers and Company Limited. 

386. Upper Assam Tea Company Limited. 

367. Worthington Simpson Limited 

368. W. T. Henley’s Telegraphic Works, Limited. 

389. Yule Catto and Company Limited 

390. Achabam Tea Company, Limited. 

391. Allen k Hnnburys, limited. 

392. Assam Lonars Tea Company Limited 

393. Bagra'ote Tea Company, Limited. 

394. Balijan Tea Company, Limited. 

396. Baranagore Jute Factory Company, Limited. 

396. Barraoora (Sylhet) Tea Company, Limited. 

367. Bell’s Asbestos & Eng. Company (India) Limited 
398. Britisb Darjeeling Tea Company Limited. 
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399 Brao A Chmgoor Tea Estatea, Limited 

400 Greenwood Tea Company, Limited 

401 Griffin A Tatlock Limited 

402 Hope Tea Company Limited 

403 Hunwal lea Company Limited 

404 Henleya Tyre & Rubber Company Limited 

405 Patters i > iig Co , (India) Limited 

406 Rajali Ui tea Lstatea Limited 

407 Western Cashar lea Company, Limited 

408 Wiggins ieape & Alex Peiie (Export) Limited 

409 Amalgamated Tea Estates Limited 

410 Anglo Ameiican Direct Tea Tiading Company Limited. 

411 Chandpur lea Company Limited 

412 Indian Tea of Cachar Limited 

413 Jalinga lea Company Limited 

414 Kanan Devan Hill produce Company Limited 

415 Silvertown I ubncant Limited 

416 Semens Brothers, Limited 

417 <lex Luwiie & Conipauv Limited 

418 t hargola 1 oa Association, Limited 

419 t hubwa lea Company Limited 

420 ( hulsa lea Comptiij, Limited 

421 Dhamai lea Company, Limited 

422 Doloi Tea Contfiany Limited 

423 Daniel Ad inson and toiipaiiy. Limited 

424 East India ind t evl >n Pea ( ompant Limited 

425 Eaitein Assam lea Company Limited 

426 Fasti in (o 1 Company Limited 

427 Fyrs Smalting ( ompany Limited 

428 Iver Ready Company (G M) Lumted 

429 Frys Metal loim lines Limited (U K) 

430 Pry s IDiecastings Limited 

431 Hairnutty lea Company Limited 

432 Jeiicl liltci Coniian limited 

433 A & J M iin and ( ompanv Limited 

434 Majagiam lea Company Limited 

435 Me (iregoi an 1 lialfout limited 

436 Meen„la« 1 ea ( ompanv Limited 

437 balonah Te i Coiiipanv Limited 

438 Scotti le Tia < ompany Limited 

439 Sinn nuggi 1 lute 1 i I ^ ( oiipiiiv Limited 

440 Sylhet Tea Company Limited 

441 Single Tea Company Limited 

442 TitagV ur lute Fi toi\ lomfaiiv Limited 

443 Alljnagar Pea ( i>mi)un> Limited 

444 Amo Tea Comj any Limited 

445 ( its Biotleis and I on pan y Limited 

446 C hene Valley lea t ompany Limited 

447 Cossipore Tea Company Limited 

448 Craigpark Cea Company Limited 

449 Chokidinghi Pea Estates Limited 

450 Dangua Jhar lea Company Limited 

461 Darjeeling C onsohdated Tea Company Limited 
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462. Dijoo Tea Company Limited. 

453. Doloo Tea Company Limited. 

464. Doodputli Tea Company Limited. 

455. Kukichurra Tea Company Limited. 

456. Lankapara Tea Company Limited. 

467. Lebong Tea Company Limited. 

458 Mazdehee Tea Company Limited. 

459 Merchantile Bank of India Limited 

460. Mary bong and Keyal Tea Ketatea Limited. 

461. Northern Dooare Tea Company Limited. 

462. Flanter’g Stores and Agency Limited. 

463 Rungli Ting Tea Estates Limited. 

464 Bukni Tea Company Limited. 

465. Tarapore Tea Company Limited. 

466. Thanai Ten Company Limited. 

467 Victoria Jute Company Limited. 

468. Zaloni Tea Estates Limited. 

469 Caatteton Tea Estate Company Limited. 

470 Aluminium Limited Montreal, Canada, 

471 Borokai Tea Company Limited. • 

472 British Arc Welding Company, Limited London. 

473 British Eopeway and Engineering Company Limited 

474. Berholla Assam Tea Company Limited. 

475. Bella Asbestos and Engineering Limited. 

476 Bank of Communication (Chinese Dollar Co.). 

477. C & E Morton Limited, London. 

478. Consolidated Tea and Lands Company, Limited. 

479 Croda Limited. 

480. Herts Phaimaceuticals, Limited. 

481. I C. I Dyestuffs Limited 

482 John Dickinson and Company Limited. 

483 Kalline Tea Company Limited. 

484. Kalamazoo Limited 

485 Leesh Riser Tea Company Limited 

486. Light Foot Refiigeration Company Limited. 

487. National Bank of India Limited 

488. Nobel’s Explosnes Company Limited 

489 Noyapara Tea Company Limited. 

490 Pekin Syndicate Limited 

491. Powers Samas Accounting Machinea Limited. 

492 International Combustion (India) Limited 
493. John Thompson (Welverhamption) Limited. 

494 Jenson and Nichelson (London) Limited. 

496 John Thomson Water Tube Boiler Limited. 

496. John Thomson (Dudly) Limited. 

497. John Thompson (Kemcott Wate^- Softeners) Limited 
408. Keyah Tea Company Limited 

499. Eeymer Bagshawe and Company Limited. 

€00. Namdang Tea Company Limited 
€01. Arcadian Tobacco Company Limited 
€03. Cigerette Manufacturing (India) Limited. 

€08. Dominion Tobacco Company Limited. 
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604. Indian Leaf Tobaccco Development Company Limited 

605. Printera (India) Limited 

606. Peninsular Tobacco Company Limited. 

607. Thomas Bear and Sons (India) Limited. 

608. Atlantis (East) Limited. 

609. John Dewar and Sons Limited. 

510. F. & C. Osier Limited. 

511 G Atherton and Company (Rdstein) Limited 
612 Hally Brothers Limited. 

613. Standard Telephone and Cables Limited 
614 Thomas Duff and Company Limited 
515. Blackwood Bryson and Company Limited. 

516 Seroggie Brotheis Limited. 

617. James Finlay Company Limited 


Ltst of Dollar Conipame* 

518. Isthmian Steamship Company Limited. 

619. Great American Insurance Company Limited. 

620. Hardord Insurance Company Limited. 

521. Home Insurance Compaay Limited. 

522 American Insurance Company Limited. 

523 Eastern United Assurance Corporation Limited. 

624 American President Lines. 

626. Honover Insurance Company Limited 
626 Paramount Film of India Limited 
527 National Cash Kegister Company. 

628. Ludlow Jute Company Limited. 

629 The Calico Printers' Association limited, Manchester. 

630 The Oorogaum Gold Miniug Company ot India Limited, London 
631. The Champion Roof Gold Mines of India Limited, London. 

532 The Nandydroog Mines Limited, London. 

533 The Mysore Gold Mining Company Limited, London. 

634 The London Varnish and Enamel Company Limited, Subaidiary Company of 
Jensen and Nicholson Limited, London. 

635 Messrs Gordon Woodroffec and Co , Ltd., London 

636 Messrs Binny and Co., Limited, London 

637 The Madras Tea Estates Limited, Curabum, Madura Dt. 

538 Messrs. Harvey Brothers, Agency Limited, Ijondon. 

539 The Pondicherry Railway Co , Ltd , Tnchinopoly. 

640. The British India Tobacco Corporation Ltd , Guntur. 

641. The Kerala Tea Co, Ltd. By Agents Messrs. Harrisons and C'rossfield Limited, 
Quilon 

642 Messrs Dariagh Sniail and Co , Ltd., Cochin. 

643 The Fullangode Rubber Co., Ltd., By Agents Messrs Aspinwall ComDany 
Limited, Cochin 


544 Messrs J, H Vavascur and Company Limited, London, 
wall Company liimited. Cochin, 

645 The Ceylon Land and Produce Company Limited. 

546 The Estates and Agency Co., Limited. 


Nilgiri Plantations Company Limited 
648 The KaUry Nilgiri Tea Estates Limited. 



By Agents Messrs. AapiA- 
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652 The Madras Electric Tramways Limited. 

553. Messrs. Harrison & Crossfield Limited, Quilon. 

564. The Magnum Syndicate Limited, Salem. 

555. The Malayalam Plantations Limited. 

556. Messrs. Charles Margon and Company Limited. 

557. The South India Export Compsmy Limited. 

55B. Messrs. Declcromont and Donner Limited. 

559. Messrs. Simsons and Me. Conechy Limited. 

660. The Anglo French Textiles Company Limited. 

561. The East India Distilleries and Sugar Factories Ltd. 

562. Messrs. Samuel Barrow and Company Limited. 

563. The Indian Peninsular Rubber and Tea Estates Limited 
664. The Poonmudi Tea and Rubber Company Limited. 

566. The Jamaican and Qeneral Mortgages and Investment Trust Company Limited; 

566. Messrs. William Goodacre and Sons Limited. 

567. The Oudalore (Nilgiri) Tea and Coffee Estates Limited. 

568. The Anamalai Tea Estates Limited. 

569. Stanmore Anamalai Estates Limited. 

670. The Waterfall Anamalai Tea Estates Limited. 

571. The Naduar Estates Limited Valparai. 

672. Pcirco Leslie and Company Limited, Calicut 

673. The Commonwealth Trust Limited, Calicut. 

674. The English and Scottish Joint Co-operative Wholesale Society Limited, Calicut 
575 The Indian Coffee Corporation Limited, Ohrtaila 

Shri Sn Prahaaa’s Supplementan/ Queshon-to Seth Oovind Doe’s Starred 
Queetwn No, 4311 of 2\8t February 1947 
Cultivation of Vegetables in Lawns near Kinosway in New Delhi 
Under condition No 8 of the terms of agreement with the contractor the uiiflltered 
water was supplied to him free of charge. The amount of Rs. 26,000 was the rent of the 
And only. Condition No 8 of the agreement referred to above reads as follows : — 

"Whatever unfiltcred water will bo available on the area leased to the lessee free 
of charge and the lessee will be responsible for any damage to water installa- 
tions and he 'hall be responsible to make his own arrangements to irrigate hir 
crops’’. 

Sardar Mongol Singh’s Starred Que. on No. 580 of 2Sth Pebnion/ 1947 
Import of Optica Good in India. 


— 

1945 

1 

1940 

Import duty realised under Tariff item 77(2) which 
comprises Optiaal, Scientific, Philsophioal and 
Surgical Instruments, 

Rs. 

6,30,648 

Rs. 

11,88,966 

Duty on Spectacle goods is not separ.itoly recorded 




STATEMENT BE RAILWAY EARNINGS— LAID ON THE TABLE 
Tbe Honoaxtble Dr. John IbttbEl (Member for Railways and Transport): 
Sir, I lay on the table a copy of statement showing the net earnings for the 
financial years 1944-46 and 1946-46 and the revised figures for 1940-41 to 1948-44 
of new R^way lines opened on and after the 1st April 1988 and 19^. 



I8t April 1938 and 1939 (tha 




ELECTION OF MEMBERS TO THE COMMrrTEE TO CONSIDER THE 
REVISION OF THE CONVENTION RK RAILWAY FINANCE 

The Honourable Dr. John lIattha^^ (Member for Railways and Transport). 
Sir, I move 

■‘That this Assembh do piocecd to cluit in such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct, eleven membera to serve on a Committee (along with the Honourable the 
Transport Member, the Honourable the Pinanue Member and the Financial Commissioner, 
Railways) to consider the revision of the Convention adopted under the Assembly Resolu-' 
tion, dated tlie 20th September 1924 and to lopoit in the course of the Session preceding 
the Riidget Session 1948 ” 

J£r. Freaident: Motion moved* - 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect in smh manner ,is the Honourable the President 
may direct, eleven memheis to seive on a Committee (along with the Honourable the 
Transport Member, the Honourable the Finance Member and the Financial Commissioner, 
Iteilways) to consider the revision of the Convention adopted under the Assembly Resoltt- 
tion, dated the 20lh Septembei 1924 and to rcpoit in the course of the Session preceding 
the Budget Session 1948 ” 

Mr. LealiA Owilt (Bombay Entopeaii) Sir, can the Honourable Member 
aay hmv lonj; the proceedings of the Coininiiii i* nre likelv to take*’ 

Tie Honourable Dr. John Matihai; r made a reference to that point in the 
course of some remarks that T made during the discussion on the cub motions 
My expectation is that the materials necessary for the Committee will be ready 
some time m .Ttily and the Committee should lie able to finish its work before 
the end of the ealeudar vear 

Le^e OwUt: Will the Committee meet in Delhi ’ 

Too Honourable Dr. John Matthai: That will depend on the convemenco of 
the Committee, but my idea is that thov will meet here 

Prof. N. O. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Miihaminadan Rural). Sir, 
for the information of the Committee that is to be brought into existence I 
ahould like to state that the Convention that is sought to be considered by this 
Committee was once arrived at by the whole House and it was then considered 
advisable that the railways being oik of the biggest iiulustrial concerns in this 
country should be madt to pay a suitable contribution to the general revenues 
1 am anxious that the Committee should ke<‘p this \crv prominently before 
itself and consider it very carefiillv, because from ceilaiu quarters a view has 
been expressed that the railways should not bo asked to make anv contributdon 
at nil to the general revenues, because tliev hold that I lie railways were mere 
public utilities and should be urn for the benefit of oulv two parties, — the 
railway users and the railway workmen T do not hold fli.it view 

Haji Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth (West Coast and Nilgins Muhaimnndan)- 
Sir, is the Honournhle Member going to discaiss the whole question of the 
Convention ^ 

Mr. President: L<‘t us see how he proceeds 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Sir, I am anxious that such industiial concerns as are 
financed and managed by the State should be made to contnbu'.' to the general 
revenues of the State, because the community ns a whole and (he Government 
on its beha’f contribute to much of the prosperitv of the rnilwavs as they con- 
tribute to anv other industry While all other industries run bv nnvnte enter- 
prise nre being m.ade to pay various taxes like income-tax and so on 

Mr. PTMidMit: I am afraid it will not necessarj' on this motion to go into 
the details of this question at all The whole Convention is to be considered 
by the Committee whose report will be coming before tie 'House. 

( 2025 ) 
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prot N. O. Saaga: That is why T n.-mt this particular view to be plfloed 
before the Committee so that they would not feel completely free to dismiss this 
particular Convention .mil tlie ))rm<Mple underlying it that this particular" 
industry should make a suilhble contribution to the geneinl revenues 

The Honourable Br. John Matthai; The subject raised by the Honourable 
Member is one which in my opinion would properlj fall within Ihe purview of 
this Committee My intenton is that the Committee, when it is elected, should 
draw up its own terms of reference, and this question, along with other questions, 
will be considered by the Committee 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Therefore I hope that this Committee will not simply 
brush aside this question I do not want the Committee to be so completely 
independent of such considerations as to draw its own terms of reference and 
make a report which may in the end come to be considered by this House but 
may not be so very useful 

Dr. Zia TTddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muhammadan 
Rural); May I understand from the reply of the Honourable Member that it 
will be within the terms of reference of this committee to consider whether tlM 
contribution to the general revenues should be abolished altogether, whether it 
will be within the terms of reference of the committee to change the system of 
depreciation fund, and whether it will be within the terms of reference of the 
committee to consider the whole policy of the betterment fund and various 
railway reserves’ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: As far ns Government are concerned, 
every question relating to these matters would he within the purview of the 
Committee 

Mr. President: The question is 

"That this Adgcmbly do pioceed to elect in such manner aa the Honourable the President 
may direct, eleven members to serve on a Committee (along with the Honourahle the 
Transport Member, the Honourable the Finaneo Member and the Financial Commissioner, 
lUilways) to consider the revision of the Convention adopted under the Asaembly Resolu- 
tion, dated the 20th September 1924 and to repoit m the course of the Session preceding 
the Budget Session 1948 ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. PreSldsnt: 1 hate to inform Honourable Members that for the purpose 
of election by means of the single transferab'e vote of oloven members to the 
Committee to consider the revision of the Convention regarding Railway Finance, 
the programme of dates will be as follows. — 

1 Nominations to bo filed in the Notice Office up to 12 Noon on Wednesday, 
the 19th March 

2 Election, if necessary, will be held on Friday, the 21*f March in the 
Assistant Secretary’s room in the Council House between the hours of 10-30 
A.M and 1 pm 


CONTllOL OF KIIIPPING HILL 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1. Ghundrtgar (Commerce Memherj Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the control of shipping. 

Mr. President: The question is: 

"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to provide for the control of shipping." 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. I. I, Ohundrigar: Sir I introduce the Bill. 



CAPITAL ISSUES (CONTINUANCE OF CONTEOL) BILL 

Hu Honourable Mr. Llaquat AU Shan (Finance Member): Sir, I beg to 
>move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the continuance of control over 
issues of capital. 

Mr, Preaident: The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill to provide for the continuance of coutrol 
over issues of capitiu.*’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: Sir, I introduce the Bill. 


PEOVINCIAL INSOLVENCY (AMENDMENT) BILL 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal (Law Member): Sur, I beg to 
•move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial Insolvency 
Act, 1920 

Mr. President: The question is: 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial Insolvenc]' 
Act, 1900.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal; Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS AND BAR COUNCILS (AMENDMENT) BUif, 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal (Law Member) - Sir I beg to 
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the liCgal Practiticfflers 
Act, 1879, and the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926 

Mr. President: The question is 

“That leave be granted to introduce a Bill farther to amend the Legal Practitioners 
Act, 1879, and the Indian Bar Councils Act, 1926.“ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Maiulal; Sir, I introduce the Bill. 

REQUISITIONED LAND (CONTINUANCE OF POWERS) BILL 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja (Government of India- Nominated Official). Sir, I move: 

“That the Bill to provide for tho continuance of certain emergency powera m relation 
to requisitioned land, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration.'’ 

Sir, the Select Committee went into the provisions of the Bill very carefully 
and recommended two important changes: (i) That paragraph (c) of bub-olouse 
(3) of clause 5 of the Bill should be deleted as the Committee considered that the 
procedure for acquisition provided in the ordinary law should suffice. Govern- 
ment have decided to accept this recommendation (ii) The other important 
change which the Committee recommended was that the cases in which Govern- 
ment had to resort to the acquisition of requisitioned land, compensation should 
be paid at the market value, not on the date of tho notice of requisition us was 
provided in the original Bill but the market value as on the date of notice of 
acquisition. The Committee felt that the market value of land had substantially 
increased since the dates when many of these requisitions were made and consi- 
dered it inequitable in principle that compensation for acquisition today should 
be based on the lower values prevailing at the time of requisition. Government 
have very carefully considered this recommendation and have decided to accept 
the principle underlying it. That principle is that the person from whoBO posses- 
sion land was requisitioned during the war should be placed in a position to 
purchase another piece of land similarly situated when his land oeones to be 
( 2027 ) 
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aequited by (Joverrunent. Ou detailed exumiaation Governnj^ciit found that it 
the recommendation of the committee were accepted m foto the cost ihTolired 
would be m the neighbourhood of eoiii3 20 croivs of rupees. This is because lend 
values have considerably iippieciate<i in uibaii areas. An enqiury wa.s made 
from Provinces to indicate the extent to which land values had risen during the 
war. The replies received show that the values vary from place to place, but 
speaking generally in rural areas land value has risen roiighh from 25 per cent, 
to 150 per cent vhcre.-is in urban areas it ha'- risen from I0(t to blM pci cent, and 
in some cases like Delhi it is reported that it has rist-n bv about 1,000 per 
cent. Goveniment feel that they should not allow profiteerin', io be nmdc in this 
business and that people iii urban areas in parficiilar wlieie laini values have 
risen tremendously should not be allowed M make fortunes out of the war. 
Therefore it is propostnl that while in rural areas ihe value of .ip|)icciiitioii should 
be given practicullv m fall (o the person from whom land w.o uajuisitioiied, in 
urban areas compensation for the use ii value should bo limiieil to 100 per cent 
over the market \alue of the land nhon it was requisitioned 

Mr, Sassnka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division Non-.\luliammadan 
Bural): Will he kindly repeat the last sentence^ 

Mr. (S. S. Bhalja: in urban areas eoiiipensation mil no liiMit.''d to 100 per cent 
over the iniirket value at the time of requisition This will siihstaiitially cover 
the inereast that has taken place iii lura! aieas and will very largely also cover 
ihe appreciation m value which has taken place ir. urban 'ireao An amendment 
to give effect to tins piinciple will be moved by my honourable friend, Mr Manu 
Subedar, whie.li Government yvill be prepared to accept 

Sir, i siiould make it clear that while this Bill was before the House, Govern- 
ment did not wish to take advantage of the existing provisions of the Ordinance 
to which excopticn was taken by the Select Coinmittce Therefore, as soon as 
the report ol the Select Committee was received by Governmeul, they issued 
Executno mstruetions to Provincial Governments and k> other Departments of 
the Central Government to the effect that they should not resort, to the pro- 
ceedings of acquisition undei the Ordinance under paragraph (c) of sub-clause 
d of Clause 5 They also issued instructions that while in urgent cases no'ice of 
acquisition might be issued they made it explicity clear that the compensation 
which would be given in lespect of land which is now projiosed to be acquired 
will be on the basis which will be settled by this House m the course of the 
discussion on this Bill, 

Now 1 shall indicate briefly the progress m de-requisilioiimg buildings and 
lauds The total number of denquisitioned properties were, buildings 6,582 and 
lands 5,161 Up to the end of January 1947, 5,192 buddings and 1,847 lands 
were derequisitioned, giving a piwcenlage of 79 and 36 leapeclively 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants' Chamber and Bureau Indian Com- 
merce) Can the Honourable Member give us the hnnnce involved m the release, 

because the original hnanee was Rs 9 crores a year, and I want to know 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I am coming to that, Sir, 1 hayt) received the latest 
information which, though not complete, shows (hat the derequisition improved 
further on the 28th February 1947 The mmiher of buildings and lands derequi- 
sitioned was 5,461 and 2,111 respectively, the peieentage being 82 and 41 res- 
pectively As regards the rent, the point raised by my honourable friend, Mr. 
Manu Subedar, the position is somewhat like this The estimated annual rent 
payable on the total number of requisitioned properties was Rs 161 lakhs on 
buildings and Hs ,3,54 lakhs on lands The .amount of rent payable on pro- 
perties stni under requisition on the Slst January 1947 has come down to Rs,' 

50 lakhs on buildings and 2,69 lakhs on lands, giving a percentage of 81 and 77 
reepeotively. s 
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In the course of the first reading of the Bill, »vei^’ ^hpjjralile 
njtiSe tfli^g^8tf6h'6 t»it Bbaroli^^shoiHd' be estatlished'^ wilder the quMl%, 
of coriti'HU8SiLb''e of Requisitioned j^roperties and acqulsifion of requi^iticiM 
properties. Government have given effect to this, suggestion by establishii^ 
advisory boards of officials and non-officiab at certain important centres to 
advise Government or all questions arising out of the continuoH possession by 
them of requisitioned lands and acquisition of requisitioned lands. The Boards 
at Bombay and Calcutta consist of the Secretary, Defence Department or Eis 
representative as Chairman, four official members and four non-official members, 
the latter being two Members of this Honourable House, one Member of the- 
Council of State and one non-official member nominated by the Provincial 
Government concerned. The Board at Delhi consists of the Secretary, Wo^s, 
Mines and Power Department as Chan-man, three official inembers and four 
non-official members, the latter being one member of this Assembly, one 
member of the Council of State and the two Presielents of the I5e!lu and 
Delhi Municipal Committees. The Board at Chittagong has also been recently 
established. The President is the Commissioner of the Chittagong Division, 
and the members are the Bevenue Secretary or bis repesentative, the Major 
General Administration Eastern Command, oi his representative, the Deputy 
Director of Lands, Hirings and Disposals Service, the local member of this 
House and the Presidents of the Chittagong Municipal ('ommittee and the 
Chittagong District Board A similar Board is in the process of lieing c6u- 
stitnted at Dibnigarh These Boards, particularly those in Calcutta, BoihbAy 
and Delhi have .already started functioning and rendered useful adMce to* 
Government. The Calcutta and Bombay Boards have met twice and have 
gone into gn>,at details over the various properties which are still being conti-. 
nued in possession of llie Central Government Departments and the Provincial 
Government The Dr-lhi Board has also alrcadv met, and if necessivry my 
friend, the Secretaiy of the Works, Mines and Power Department is herq. to- 
answer questions m connection with the deliberations of that Board Now tnnt 
advisory boards have been established in important centres 

Prof. H. O-. Bang! (Guntur cum Nellore- Non-Muhammadtin BifrAl): 
What about the rural ireas*’ 


lb. 0. S. Bhalia: . the Boards could consider any complaints, with* 
reference to the respective lural .areas concerned 

I need not go into the merit.'* of the individual cases wiuob were ra^B-3(^ ob- 
the floor of the House I shall only refer to one or two cases which 
prominently mentioned My honourable friend, Mr. C P. L^n^lpn, 

mentioned the case of flat No. 11/1, Burdwan Road at Calcutta. 

The tenant of this flat was an officer of the Bengal and AiB&m 
Railway and continued to be in occupation under the authority 
of the Works Mines and Power Department The question of railway 
officers occupying requisitioned houses in Calcutta was discussed at the 
Calcutta Advisory Board meeting held on the 27lh January, and the Commiiiee 
recommended that all properties occupied by railway officers should be 
derequisitioned. Goveinment have accordingly issued instructions that as far 
as possible the properties which are in occupation of the railway depaitmeuS 
or any other department of the Central Government, except of coiu-se the 
Defence Department, will be derequisitioned virithin the next six molltlitt. 
More than one Honouv.-\ble Member referred to the Madh Island and the hard- 
ships caused to its residents The position is this. A considerable portion of 
tlfii Island has been occupied by the Combined Operations Establishment - 
TOe question of the war location of this establishment was taken up with- 
tnft Gd'ter^eht of Bombay last year and a decision was ..reached thiit thd- 
rC^f^iitioilM Idhd llhould poh^tuiue to be under thq.Beienqe Department for a 
hf Ihr56 yearl pending a decision about the post-wsar location of the- 
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establishment. The whole question has agam been examined and it has been 
agreed that the Madh village should be htuided back to t&e Bombay Govern- 
ment for occupation but not derequisitioned — subject to the following condi- 
tions: 

(a) Access to the village from the ferry to be along the direct route. In no 
circumstances will the villagers be permitted to pass the military camp area 
which is situated near by. 

(b) A small area of paddy fields to the south of the village will remain within 
the military camp area, though the produce on this land will be handed over to 
the civil authorities. 

(o) The beaches within the present wu-e fences will be kept exclusively 
for military use. 

There are certain minor conditions with which 1 need not trouble the House. 

My Honourable friend Br. Beshmukh, who is absent to-day, raised the 
question of derequisitionmg properties belonging to corpoiations and public 
bodies. Government have issu^ orders that, as m the case of eduoational 
institutions, priority should be given to corporations and public bodies in the 
matter of releases. Government have asked for a report from the Commands 
on properties requisitioned from corporations and public bodies, which are still 
m occupation of the armed forces personnel and will pass orders on 
individual oases on receipt of the reports. 

I hope, Sir, this will satisfy this Honourable House that Government, are 
anxious to derequisition properties held by them as rapidly as possible, that 
they have met the wishes of the Honourable Members to the, extent it was 
possible and that they have also accepted, at any rate in principle, the reconi- 
mendationa made bj the Select Committee Sir, I move 

Mr. President; Motion moved* 

"That the flill to provide for the continuance of certain emergency powers m relation 
■to requisition land, as reported by lie Select Committee, bo taken into consideration ” 

Mr. Manu Sabedor: Sir, the Befence Secretary has, as usual, tried to make 
the be.'.t of a bad case. On no issue has public feeling been roused so high 
and the echoes of that have been heard in this House over and over again from 
every quarter of the House and every party as on the question 

of the requisitioning by Government and the hardships ansing there- 
from. While we appreciate that a certain amount of reduction has 

been done, I must accuse and keep on accusing the Defence Depart- 
ment of slovenliness, lousiness and m sGonger words if you like, scanda- 
loqs neglect It is the same order of neglect which has prevented the demobi- 
lisation tn come up to the some degree and according to the proposed plan. 
Now in the third year of the plan we are told that the army is still spending 
as much as .'3^ crores a year on properties which they requisitioned and which 
they still have not been able to derequisition inspite of very elaborate sttdf, 
some of which they brought over from England for this purpose. 

Now, Sir, this Department has been spending one lakh of rupees per day in 
the peace period by keeping on occupying properties which they had taken over 
from private individuals. They do not seem to realise the effect of it and very 
rightly the members of the Select Committee, all of them, took what the De- 
partment deserved, viz., a very strong line on the subject. 

Apart from these delays in derequisitioning at the cost of public finance so 
much needed for other purposes. Sir, this Department came round with a pro- 
posal that whatever was requisitioned at sometime in the past should be 
acquired by Government at the value which existed at that time in the paat.' 
My Honourable friend, Sir, instead of leaving it to me to explain the amend- 
ment which I am going to move on the subject, has glossed over, the' poeitioi^ 
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uX Cjovtirameuli. XJuii wha^ wae the position of Uovemmeut in .the iSiil as 
It went the Select Committee? It was that they would acquire the 
property of a 'man which .they had requisitioned at the value on the date on 
which such reqaisitiomng took place under the ordinary process oX the Land 
Acquisition Act, vte., the original value plug 15 per cent 

Let me mention, both from experience and from very close observation, 
the manner in which this requisitiomng was done. My own land "was taken 
by Government all of a sudden without any mtimaton to me and after two 
months I received a communication as to whether 1 arn willing to give this 
land to Government which they wanted. But it was already m their occu- 
pation. Meanwhile they hod dug it up and done all sorts of other things. 
Then, Sir, comes the process of fixing what is the reasonable rent on it. 
On this a brown piece of paper, hardly legible is sent to the party concerned 
and lie is informed that the rent for this property is being fixed by Govern- 
ment and if he wishes to attend the meetmg he may do so. In other words 
a perfectly arbitrary procedure was adopted. There was the Defence of India 
Act And the Ordinances and the war atmosphere was hanging heavy. But 
■nobody tried ever to resist or to get Government to a reasonable frame of 
mind. Nobody enquired, no civil party, at all events had been given any 
justification for the numerous properties which they took. iS.ir, so fond are 
the members of the Defence Department, so high and mighty they think 
themselves that nothing but the best is good for them Their offices must 
be right on the Hornby lioad in Bombay, which is the most expensive place. 
Their houses must be on the Malabar Hill or on the Marine Drive, the most 
expensive quarters Their stores must remain on pieces of land 

8Jt. K. V. Ckulgll (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammodaai Rural). 
Why should the rich be always there on the Malabar IIill» why not the poor 
as well? 

Mr. Manu Subedar: The rich can be asked to vacate if wanted and the 
white officers of the Defence Department, if Government liked, may be 
located there But merely m order to put loose stores, lands worth many 
lakhs of rupees were taken over and thousands of rupees were paid as rent 
on them Perhaps I need not go into all this. But this particular Bill is 
the successor of the laws under which all this was done in the jiast. It was 
done in a wasteful manner: it was done with the maximum inconvenience 4o^ 
the civil population and it has continued in the third year after the war and 
according to the figures given by my Honourable friend an expense of no 
less than three crores and twenty lakhs is being incurred on this account 

The Government’s position in the Bill as orignally introduced was that 
they not only did the owner of the property out of the use of it for many 
years and as I said the allegation is not from one quarter only but from so 
many quarters that on the whole those whose properties were taken over 
were not paid adequately. It is true that some people did get paid ade- 
quately and perhaps even more and that is a pointer to the large amount of 
corruption which exists in the department. Therefore I say that the admini- 
stration of this particular section deserves severe condemnation from every 
side of this House and it was in this frame of mind that we examined the 
original position of Government, vis/., that not only the owner was done .put 
of the use of his property for six years but that if Government now want to 
take it over, it will take it at its old value, at the time it was taken over. 

The Honourable Defence Secretary did not tell us here what informatiofi 
ho gave us elsewhere and that is the most relevant information on which wo 
afi felt that there was only one solution. That was that over 80 per cent, 
of these requisitioned lands and properties belong to the agriculturists. Take 
the position of the agriculturist who cne &is morning finds — he is unable to 
read, again due to the failure of this Government to make him 
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literate — a lot of uniformed persons coniing and trampling over hia 
field and throwing him out. He does not understand. Ultimately, 
by the usual processes but after a lot of heartburning he comes to 
realise that his piece ol land is required by Government lor the purposes of 
the war. That land is taken from him and Government do various things 
with it, and now when he is to get back his piece ot Luid Goveinmeiit offer 
him a jirice What price? The price which existed in 1939, 1940 or 1941. 
With that money in his pocket if this man went about to purchase a land 
corresponding to what ho had before lie would not be able to buy even one- 
third or half of the area w’hich he had In other words, without any fault 
of his own, this poor man was going to be reduced m his subsistence, m his 
eupit.d and ui his sources of income on which liis l.umlv was sustained very 
suhst.mtiaJly, and (Ins Government had no conscieiiec when they made such 
a projiosition Sir, every section of this House, and leinesentatives of every 
paity felt that in its application this was the most iuequitnble iiile by which 
Got eminent wanted the.se lands .And what was. Sir, the justification of 
Government? It would cost too much. That was the justification Are not 
so many other actions of this \ery Ainiy costing this Government very 
heavily ? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: May I internipt my honourable friend for one second? 
Ill view of the fact that Government have decided to accept the amendment 
which stands in the name of my honourable friend is it necessary for him to 
go into the past history? 

Mr. M4D.U Subedar: I am just explaining bow this amendment came 
about 

SJt. N, V, Oadgll: The House has to accept the aiiieiidmeiit 

Mr. Manu Subedar: That is another point There is the Select Corn- 
mitbje s Jteiioit which we have all .signed The uineiidment needs an expla- 
nation which I am giving I quite understand that the cap fits and my 
honouiablc triend is sinaitmg under it 

The Indian Army today is a white elephant It is costing excessively 
and theie me various adjuncts to be cut off betoie you turn your eyes covet- 
ously on the land of the poor Inriiiei you acquueil. Kquity lequires that 
Goveiiiment should pay udequ.itely in these cases In certain other cases 
wheie Gig hind could be given buck tio the man we suggested ‘give it back.’ 
Where it cannot be given back we suggested, very tightly, ‘give Turn a coires- 
poiiding jnece of hind so that he at least has land to hind ’ He is not pro- 
fiteeniig from Government. My honoiirabh' friend used the word profiteer- 
ing When you give a man a piece of land, what he had befoie, he is not 
profiteering It is you, itl is the Government, Sir, who proposed profiteering 
when they proposed the payment on a reduced scale 

Then, Sir, w'e were told that it would cost an excessive, amount of money 
But it came out in the course of the discussions that on some of these pro- 
perties Goverment had spent a lot of money and it was not possible for 
them (o give back the lands to the owners T am of opinion that in all cases 
where Government have spenli money an opportunity must be given to the 
owner to acquire his old piece of land provided he was willing to pay them all 
that Governraenti have spent on it at a reasonable figure The position in 
manv cases is that Government will take up these lands, pav for them and 
then thev will re-sell the whole propertv If Government are going to re-sell 
the whole property, when they will re-sell the whole property will they or 
will they not realise the enhanced valuation which has come about' since the 
passage of vears, and if thev are gojm to recoup the bulk, all and more, of 
what they pay, is it reasonable that'^thev should show a snirit ip 
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the fiettlement of claims with, as 1 said, people ot whqm over yo per cent, 
belong to the rural area/ Sir, it la an issue m which rival cousiderations 
have to be balanced and some sort ot rough and lead^ justice has to be made 
It lb on taiiing into account all issues that we feel that the position would be 
reasonably corrected if the spirit ot the ameudirienb which 1 am going to 
move vvcie adopted by this House. 

Jn the amendment, as the Heteiice Secretary pointed out, what is ohered 
is not today's value. The principle m this auiendiiient is that Government 
will now pay the value prevailing on the date on which the> decided acqu# 
sition. What is important in such cases, and the Honourable the Law Mem- 
ber will bear me out, is the mtention, namely, on which date and from what 
time have Government decided to acquire the property which they originally 
took merely for use. There is a great distinction between taking a thing for 
hire mid taking it for use. A man might have taken .a bicycle for hire. He 
might have paid lie. 1 a day or whatever it is Hut then suddenly it miglif 
have come to his mmd that he should acquire it It he walked away wnh 
i| we know what will happen to him Sir, the nitenbiou to take a thing for 
use and the intention to take it permanently and finally are two different 
things 1 um sorry it was the intention of Government ongmally to say 'Oli, 
when wo lequisitioiied acquisition is involved in it 1 snbniib w.lh all respect 
that it is not involved m it And because it is not, theiefore we feel that ;t 
would not be fair to jiay the valuation as on the d.ite wlieii the onginnl 
requisition took place Ap.irt from this prices li.-ive risen in tins coniitry as a 
result of Got'ernment’s own printing press activities and inflation Is it fair 
that the owner of a piece of land should be made to snffei lieeanse inflation 
h.xs arisen fhrongh no fault of his owm"’ 

Then ic was said ‘win should he benefit liom the impiovements ot roads 
and various other tilings which may have been made by Gqvernnienf^ But 

have Government been able to take away the benefit ot ro.aia which fhe_\ 

might h.ive constructed through the whole territory blnougli wiiieli such road 
is passing'-' H.ive not utlier people’s lauds unproved in v.due’ If that is so 

why .lo you pick out the few mifortimates vvlio luul the niisfortnne to be 

picked out by your officers when they visited to select a piece of land for 
an aeiodroine or for some other purpose’^ Therefore, what we felt was that 
in all case.", wherever it is possible the man should get a like jnece of land so 
that he may cultivate it and bless this Government and not perpetu.illy curse 
it as h.iviiig deprived him of Ins laud. It is ,i capital (Icimvatioii to n i>oor 
man winch wo did not want Therefore we have to bul.ince considerations of 
justice on the one side and of public finance and convenience on the other 

Then there is another point on which 1 Icel dusatihed with the Defence 
Department They have not made up their mind T’hey have requisitioned 
and they go on paying these inonthlv charges .it the rate of Rs 2.’) lakh.s a 
month, or Jls 1 lakh a day. They go on paying these cliarges 
and (hev are still waiting to see until .some Corninitfee leport some tune and 
Government take their decision on it on the si/e of the Army or whatever 
it is^ ^ Until all that is done these people must w.nt, whether tliey are under 
requisition or acquisition they^may not know T say this is not fair to those 
parties and also to public, finance, .md I trust rtoYf^rnment wiU take tbeir 
decisions quickly and that they will reb ,ise as manv of the properties and 
as quickly as possible, because it is jmssible for (lovornnient. if they so decide 
lafpr to acquire it again and to do something But ill is not right that yon 
should keep people in suspense any longer after the third year of war 

Then, Sir, the question is what would be a fair limitation without doing 
serious harm to the party, because any rule which mav be adopted under 
such fcircumstances is not likely to fit all oases An extreme case on one side 
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could b'j produced where the value hub gone up lour times. An extreme case 
ou the other side may bo produced where the values may not have gone 
up and for some local reasons values may have been actually slumped. The 
IKJsition may bo different but an average is always a distasteful thing to some 
people. It only serves the normal ease and for the normal case I think the 
ends of justice would be met if 100 per cent, over the value on the date 
when the hrst requisition was made were given According to the Govern- 
mentis origiiiul scheme it would be the original value plus 15 per cent. 
According to us, according to the new amendment which 1 shall move when 
the time comes, the position will be that the man will get the original date 
value . 1 ) 1(1 100 (ler cent but he will be limited to that| and he will not get 
anything more than that Theretoie 1 say that there is u large issue of publio 
policy and justice involved in thi.s and inspite of the fact that what we are 
ultiin(itel\ doing may apiieni like rough and ready justice 1 do think that 
this House must take the various points which 1 mentioned into consideration 
This House itiusl indicate in very strong •terms that there shall not be any 
further .lelays in arriving at decisions, that the set(tlement will not be put 
off and that generally all the hardships which are nssoemted with and which 
were cxpeiiencod by the civil population during the period of the war at the 
hands of the Defence Department will not recur in this settlement. Sir, 
I 6u)>)iort the motion generullv and 1 reserve to myself the right of moving 
mv .mied'iient when the occasion comes. 

Hz. Sasanka Sekhar Saayal: i must say that today the Bill comes with a 
bettiT cl.um tor recognitnon in this House than it was entitled to when it 
was liroiighl up at the last session By the question of appointing an advisory 
committee, the Goveinment’s bona fide$ as to then intention m regard to 
keeping in their possession the vast number of properties which were in re- 
quest on only iii eyceptioiial cases has been tested I must frankly admit that 
Uie derequisitioning boards which have been set up and which are functioning 
have well begun their work and the Depaitment has shown considerable res- 
ponsiicness in the matter oi public demands Jaist session, when the matter 
CKir e out from the Select Goinnnttee, (ioveininent could not make up their 
mind w liether such a lioard would -be advisable or necessary and I hope my 
iriPiid will iiot take me amiss when I say that at that time the Defence De 
partment could not make up its mind to shed its bureaucratic trail and later 
on thev certainly fell in line witli the jiopular demand and I take this oppor- 
tunity of expressing my deep apprecnition of the way in which the officials 
in these derequisitioning boards have tried to accommodate the demand of 
the public. So far ns the Calcutta Board is concerned, I have personal know- 
ledge and authority to say that the Government i.s not keeping in requisition 
any jiroperty which it is possible for them to release. The Board which was 
established in Bengal was the Calcutta Board and only those properties were 
brought under the j'urisdiction of this Board which were in Calcutta or the 
adjoining portions of Hoogly and Howrah. The departjment has declared to- 
day that they are going to set up another Board, the Chittagong Board. As 
far as my information goes, that Board will have jurisdiction to deal with 
some areas which were considered military areas' in Chittagong and the out- 
lying places Between the Calcutta Board on the one hand and Chittagong 
Board on the other, there will be large rural tracts in which thousands and 
thousands of properties are still under requisition, in which acquisition pro- 
ceedings have been started and I do not know how they are standing now 
in the eye of the law within the ambit of the ordinance. Either a third board 
has to be established for the rural areas (and this will apply also to Bombay 
and other provinces) or the jurisdiction of these two Boards at Calcutta and 
Chittagong will have to be so extended as to enable all Bie parties to get the 
advice. ^ ’ t.y* 
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In leply to a question put by Prof, iiauga, luy friend Mr. BliaJja said 
that it H open to any party to complain That shows good intention but many 
people do not know that they have to complain and they do not know to 
whom to complain. Por instance take the Calcutta Board. You know and the 
House knows that several thousands of people in Calcutta are interested in 
getting their properties released. Aftjer the first meeting was held and before 
the second meeting was held, there were very few applications asking for 
release That is because they were not given to understand that they hud 
to put up their case They thought that Government, sno moto, will deal 
with the question and then arrive at a decision in thei% wisdom 

Without meaning to disclose the discussion at the second meeting, 1 may 
say that it was considered advisable that some steps should be taken to mvita 
applications by way of complaint As a result ot that, several hundreds oi 
applicati'iiis have already arrived m the department lly the time that the 
next meeting takes place on the 27th April, the committee will have to deal 
willi applications which may run into foui digits If tins is true of Calcutta 
where, the peojile are ediieiited and know that they can complain, how much 
more tine is this in the case of rural aieas, where people do not know that 
tiiey cun LOiapluin at all and if they cun do so, to which quarter the complaints 
should be sent in order to bring relief I hope my Honourable friend the 
OefeiK.c hecretaiy will consider that question 

Sc lar as the Helhi Bo.ird is coiicerne<l, 1 think the member representing 
that Jioaid will be able to speak with greater aiitbority but my iiiformution is 
that tilings have not progressed very much As a matter ot lacb, Delhi is 
very guilty m the matter of keeping on to lequisition. A large number of 
houso.5 w hiLh were urigiually occupied by the American loices are now vacant 
They are not used by Government in the Civil Department or by the civil 

population lor their needs 1 would like to know wliut has been done by the 

Depart merit to make these properties available for civilian habitation If 
Delhi goes ahead and recovers possession of those properties which were 
taken by the Military authorities and which are no longei ni their occupation, 
then I submit to that extent the need for continuing requisition of other pro^ 
pertics will be reduced and this will have an important bearing on the question 

of ])eniiaiicnt acquisition, because if you have got some palatial bnildnigs 

which von can put to your own use, then the need to iiold on to requisition 
and for .requisition will he reduced to that extent. 

Now, Sir, ill the matter ot this acquisition, T wish to make a few more 
remarks Is it possible for the Honourable the Defence Secretary or for 
the 'lovernment to consider the question of bringing tliese .iwiiiisition ca.ses 
also within tile iniiview ot the advice of tlie Hoards winch have been set up'* 
After .ili. It is both his case and my case that the setting up of the Advisory 
j p ^ Jio.ird has lieeii a step m the right diiectnon and manv a misnnder 

■ standing nd points of difference helween the Department and the 
non-official feelme may h.ave been resolved by discussion across the table. 
So,^if such a Bo.ii I or a similar Boaid can go into the question of the neces- 
sity of nequisifion. then, to that extent, the Government will get strength- 
ened and many a case will come up which, by evch.inge of ideas across the 
tabl'-', inicht hav'e been left out of the jiuniew of the resolution After, all, 
acquisition is not a very normal proceeding It means heavy cost t</ the 
Government and it means also some ineoiivetiienee Ito the jiarty, inehidiri.S 
a question of sentiment also After all, when a party sets up a huildiug it 
retains it for its own personal and private use. If he is told that he will be 
given some compensation, thnti does not answer the w'hole point When lie 
built the house, he had no idea of parting with it even for a fanev nrice Tf 
this Advisory Board is asked to go into the question of the necessity of this 
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acqaisition, then I submit tjtiat the good work which has been started by the 
Depurtineiit will continue .ii.d they will have its inevitable good eftoct 

Then, thoic is one other small inattei to which 1 would like to make a 
reference The basis of the comjiensation which is now proposed by the 
Depaitment m response to the amendment which has been proposed by my 
Honourable friend, Mr Mann Subedar is a very good basis so fdi as it goes. 
But, i believe, my Jlonour.ible friend knows that there are many cases in 
winch acqLnhition.s have already started The iiioceedmgs aie ni progress and 
in sonic cases decisiORs have been made on the basis of Ordinance, which, 
me. dentally , w.is .i decision on the basis which was fuinished by section 19 
of the Delenoe of India Itules. That basis is very different from the 
basis v.lncli will he fniaislitd by (,he iireseiit Act So, why is it necessary to 
deprive these parties wlio li.ne not yet got then eoinpeiisation but in respect 
of whom coiniionsation lias been decided on the old liasis^ If this oom[)en- 
s.'ilion was iiaid on the basis ol the present .4ot, they would get a little mire, 
I would, tlieiefoie, ruciiiest the 7 ronoul .ible ^Member to consider lids (piestioii, 
rmnielv to extend tlie iid\ intn< es of the b.isis of acquisition winch is jirojiosed 
in lliis Act to those paities W'hoso inopeities have practieallv been aequisi- 
tioned but to whom comiiensation has not been paid This will look n very 
generous gfsliire ,ind it W'lll bring m verv geneious appieciation on the jiart 
of the people Sir, 7 hope m\ Hoiioiiiable friend will give Ins consideration 
M these humble pioposiils and see his way to aoeeptmg the substance of 
these requests 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson (jfengal European). Sir, X have only a very few re ‘ 
marks to make and J will not keep tho House very long 7 feel a Ittle sorry 
for the Honourable Member opposite because in receiving the slings and arrows 
of this IIoiiso he carries upon his shoiildets not only tlie sin.s of the Defence 
Departmenc hut tin- sms of other Depaitinents too The other Departments 
are frequently as niueli — sometimes considerably more — to blame than the 
Defence Department for the delays that have taken place J3ut, .Sir v hen I 
moved t,he origin. il motion to lefer this Bill to Select L'onnnittee there was 
one fear in my mind and that feai to some extent still remains My whole 
point ill speaking just now is that I hope' the Honouiable the Delence Suc- 
let.iry nmy be .ible on ibo floor of this House to make ,v statemem. wfiiali 
will main' ns feel lutlier more satisfied with the passage of this Bill and its 
final placing on fhe st.vtute-hook 

Sir, the tioublc about tins Bill, as fai as I was concerned at any rate, 
was this th it as long as these powers rem.vined, it was easier to keeji ro- 
qnisifioiied piojicrtv than to look round for some permanent lionie lor peo- 
ple Morover, the power of acquisition given by this Bill made it easier 
for Government to m quire requisitioned property than to construct buildings 
for their own needs Tlie proper process at (he e,nd ot tlie vv.n w.is un- 
doubtedly to icturn requisitioned property to its original ovvneis Than, *Sir, 
there would be no question about compensation for acquisition and so on and 
so forth That would have been the proper course. 1 admit that in certain 
cases that cannot be done and I also admit that in certain eases it may be 
neeessarv to aeqnne property But when I spoke legarcling tins matter be- 
foie, 1 .nsked the Honourable the Defence Seeretarv wdiefclier it was not a 
fact that bis predecessor had, at any rate, indicated an approximate date by 
which .dl this work w'ould be finished At the time, the Honourable Dreniber 
replied that he was not aware of any such undertaking I admit, there waa 
no undertaking But the Honourable Member’s predecessor did fix a target, 
and I flunk I am iighf in s.aying that his target was the end of 7046 Now, I 
am going to rsk the TTononrnhle Member himself to fix a target. Although 
he might fdi short of his intentions, T see no harm in indicating to this House 
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i\ date by which the Honourable Member hopes to get alt these requisitioning 
matters cleared up. Hy that date, alt the acquisitioiiiiig, it it is to t.ike jdace, 
should have taken place and by that date eveiy requisitioned propet ty should 
be returned t(' its owners If that is not done, I am veiv much tifraid that 
since neither the Honourable Member himselt nor e\eri the Central (rovernrnent 
of this eounlrv cun contiol the activities of iiettv ollicials in the i arions parts of 
the eountiv, 1 do not think it will be possible, even with these Eequisioning 
Board.s working, to bo quite certain that a pioiieity is not being retained, 
merely bee.Mise it is imieh etisier to retain that property th.in to find somewhere 
else to go. It was trom that point of view tliat T asked various questions 
about vacant camps and vacant sites in this coiuitry It will not be possible 
for the beiniisitioning Board in Calcutta, to which inv IToiioiii able friend Mr. 
Sanynl has nfcired, to know whether there aie sites in otfiei places to winch 
the occupants of requisitioned propertv could he moved So, for that reason 
I am particularly niiMoiis that a date should he fi\ed finallv as a target 

As regards the acquisition of jiropeilv the s.iine tiling” applies (iovern- 
ineiit c.iii git what hiiilding materials thev w.int Th»*\ ha\e the iiower- to get 
the sluft to the place where tliov want it Ttiev have got powers to aiiaiige 
that and tliev can get pnoiities on the lailwavs The peop’e who cannot do 
this are the civilians, the real owners, of the property that might be acquired. 
Now', Sir, it is a lot of trouble to get iiiateriaK to build new property, But 
Covernmeiit r in do it, while the enili.iis eannot For that naisoii 7 stib do 
not look with f ivoni upon the acquisition of piiqiertv'. T do not wanti to delay 
the House, but mv in.iin ])oint, — and 1 would stress it .igiiii— is that T hope 
the Hononrnhle Member in his reply will if possible indic.de the target daite 
by which nil these matters will be cleared up 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division non-MuhaniTimdan) (The 
Honourable Member spoke in Hindustani For Hindustani text see Appendix 
to the Debates for (he 17th Mareh 19(7 Faigli^h transl.ition given below) 

Sir, I want to diavv your idtentien to a few things How will the ]irovi< 
sions foi ]iciiiianent acquisition of land effei I (he future legislation and w'hat 
will be onr jiroeednre'’ 'Pins is tbc> ))iobleiii leipiirmg solution I feel that 
there are certain provisions m the bill that h.is (icen introdiieed vvliich .are based 
neither on law nor on eqiiitv Fust of all T diaw vour attention to the Land 
Acquisition Act, 1894 Its provisions have* been reeogni/ed by all and since 
they have a universal ajiphcation thoie is no need of going beyond then) Under 
this Aft l.iiKis houses .md liinhhngs ,ue aefpiiied both nei m.ineiit! v and 
temporal ilv For temporary acquisition piovisions are given in sections 35 and 
30 When | .issing Defence of India \ct, 1930 ( lovei nmeiit fornml.ited some 
princqili'S in this respect Before I draw voni attention to the pirovisions of 
this bill I vvnnt to bring to your notice section 19 of the Defence of India Act 
which lavs down the following direction for making an award liv the arbitration. 

14, so t.Ti as tliP same <.in lie m.ule ,i|i|ilip.il>le ” 

11 Will find that the first firineqile of the 

section in this 

“So far aa the amount of compensation to lio awarded is eonceined, the Court shall 
take into consideiahon fust the market value of the Lind .at the date of the puhlic.ation of 
the notification under section 4 snb-seetion 1 ” 

Sir, tiliero ,ire certain other iterns in the section which, I do not think it 
necessary to rend A little further on there is another section w'hich reads: 

“In addition to market value of land a Court sha'I in every ease award a sum of 
15 per cent, on such market value in consideration of the compulsory nature of the 
acquisition." 

Accordingly, in the light of the section of the Defence of India Act which 
lias been referred to in sub-section 1 of section 6 it means tbatl it has been 
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laid down in the Defence of India Act, 1939 that the owner shall receive a 
ompensation equal tb the market value of the house or land to be acquired 
or requisitioned and the provisions ol section 23 will be applied so far as they 
can be made applicable With due deference I should say that the provisions 
of the 1939 Act were based on equity They were right It, undoubtedly, 
did not contain provisions for 15 per cent compensation, but it was not so 
important as to result in an appreciable loss, because it is not applicable so 
far as land requisition is concerned Requisitioned land after five or six years 
is not compensated for compulsory acquisition 

This law was in force from 1939 up to llth December 1945. Then Ordi 
nance No. 19 of 194fi was issued An amendment was introduced in it laying 
down that in future for requisitioned lamls market value at the time when the 
requisition \i us made will bo gneii This ameiidmeiit was made on llth 
December 1945 

The Assembly^then ud)ourne«l for Ijiineh till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly reassembled after lunch at half past two of the clock, ^Ir 
President (the Honourable Mr <1 V Afavalankar) in the chair 


Pundit Thakur Daa Bhargava: Hiv, 1 was saymg that the changes made 
in the law during the last five or six ^eurs and the w'ay m which they were 
made are surprising 1 said that the jirovisions of the Defence of India Act 
passed in 1939 were good and iiobodv had any legal complaint against them 
except that the 15 per cent compensation piovision was not there, all its other 
provisions were verv good It was in foiee iqi to the llth December 1945 No- 
body complained about lands acquired or requisitioned under that law' Then 
in Se])tcmbcr UMti Oi’dmaneo No 19 w.is enforced Tins Ordni.nuM* remamed 
in force for nine months from December 194,> to Se[)tembei 194fi Those were 
the most unlucky people the price of wliose land was paid during this time 
About 1st October 1946 this new bill was introduced The Defence Secretary 
has ]nst .s.'iid tliat aftei the introduction of this hill he has not requisitioned 
any hind under the provisions of the 1946 OidinAncc It me, ms th.it smc(> the 
beginning of the war that is from 1939 till now foi five or six _vears good com- 
pensation WAS paid Then changes were made nndev the Defence of India Act 
The bill iiiKtei discussion h.is been mtiodnced m the tune of the Infenin 
Government I thought the tiime for OrdiUAUces was ov'er but when tins bill 
was introduced my astonishment knew no bounds w'hen I found that this hill 
was a verbatim copy of the ordinance of the previous Gov'ernrnent W’lien 
the bill went to the Beleit Committee everv nerve was strained to make the 
members of the Select Committee honour the provision of the Ordinance No 
19 of 1946 But since they were unju.st, wrong and hard the momber.s could 
not accept (hem Accordinglv, majority of (llie members of the Select Com- 
mittee after a long discussion wdth the Government decided that to pay 
market value at the time ot the notification to the owners was a law which 
is niorallv and equitably right I w-.as glad that the Government had agreed 
to it but again I w.as a.stonished to hear that the Government accept 
the principle but since it increases the price of the land they do not want 
to pay higher price But what I could not understand is how does increase 
in price make, anv difference in the application of a principle? Snpjiose, 
there aie two persons living as neighbours posse.s.sing lands of the same type. 
If their lands were acquired you give one the price of his land according to 
the market value while to the other accepting the proposal of the Defence 
Seeretarv, half of the market value May I ask, with due deference what 
justification vnti have for your action? You say that the reports received 
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from the ifrovinoial Ooverainents show that the prices oi land Jiave nseu 
Jiom 25 to 150 per cent, and those of houses have increased from 
100 to 600 per cent. You have listened to the speech 

of my learned friend Mr. Manu ^ubedar. I was thinking what strong pro- 
posal my friend would make which would save justice from being murdered 
But after I hud heard him I was reminded of an Urdu proverb which says' 
“My heart was making a hell of a clamour, but when it was opened only a 
drop of blood was found.” 

I was of opinion that our honourable irieiiiber was rightly lepreseiiting 
the public but I was sadly disillusioned when I saw the proposal laying down 
that either market value or 100 per cent, above the previous price, whichever 
is Jess, shall bo given Arguments advanced in its favour are such as no 
one will admit as correct It is said that us 100 per cent average is applied 
the owner should accept the average as right. I would remind of the proverb 
which has been repeatedly said in this House “Accounts are quite correct, 
why did the family drown?” Those whose property has been assessed at less 
than 100 per cent, they will apparently receive less compensation than thooe 
and consequently suffer no loss but those the price of whose houses and lands 
have increased from 400 to 500 per cent how will they be satisfied by 100 per 
cent’ Tn my opinion this Act should be named '‘Requisitioned T.iand Ex- 
propriation Alt ” If a person sells his property at the old price phi® 100 
per cent compensation and goes to the market to purchase fresh property, 
he will got no* more than half of his sold property If this Tloiisa passes 
a bill laving down that half portion of the property of every member of the 
Assembly shall be confiscated to the Government it will not he harder than 
the law laving that he owners of the requisitioned lands and houses 
shall not be given the market price now current, but the market 
price which was current when the property was requisitioned Members 
of the Assembly are very patriotic They may make and onss any law they 
desire regarding their own property but nobody has got the riglir t'o dcp'‘ive 
a person, whose land has been acquired under a Jaw which is universally 
current in the whole world and which was current in India barring a period* 
of nine months, from receiving the current market value and force to take 
half or even less than half the current price of his property. 

SJt. N. V. OadgU; If the prices fell after two or four venrs? 

Pundit Thakur Dm Bhargava; You have the pow'er to acquire the land at 
any time during the foui years. 1 will have no objection it you lieep it m 
your possession for four years and then pay him the market value This 
Act, however, does not stop here Its basic principle is wrong. There is a 
great diffi'reiice between acquisition and requisition Acquisition is used 
when I need a thing and acquire it and requisitioil is used when I need a 
thing lor ;i fev days only. Properties requistioned during the war were 
needed temporarily May I ask, with due deference, now that the demobi- 
lization has been done on a large scale and the war has come to an “nd how 
has th(- need for things, which were required temporarily during war, in- 
creased? Now, it is said that the properties which were to be acquired have 
been acquired. 1 congratulate the Defence Secretary who has agreed to eli- 
minate the proposed provisions with respect to acquisition from the pre- 
sent Act. In future properties will be acquired under the lfl94 Act which 
is a common Act in India. This present act is being enacted for the purpose 
of acquiring some of the properties which have already been requisitioned. 
I submit that there are three grounds for iti. 

In sub-section 1 of section 6 you will find that the property whoso 
price has incroiised shall be liable to acquisition. In order to irajirovc a 
property if is laid down that either a road is made or the land is levelled or a 
building is erected on it which has increased its price. This also comes under 
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the clehiiifion oi noik Goveiuuwut waiitb to acfjuire tiae title to sucU ]>ro- 
Peebles us then vaiue hus been raised 1^ piopeitfy is to be acquired on this 
ground if wouiil jjieaii in tjiiiiple language that it is due to mere gieed that we 
want CO liiiie the property because we have unproved it although m reality we 
have no iii'etl toi it 

The second ground given for provisions of pait (b) is that to return 
the leqiiJMtio.Jtd ])iopeities in the condition in which they vveie taken would 
entail a gieat e.\]jeiiditure To save this it is thought pioper not to rotiuii the 
properties. Well, if a person comes under clause (b) and it needs some ex- 
penditure which you are not ]>repared to give If he .sa\s “1 don't want any 
expenses ” What excuse have you got for not leturiuug his property'.'' 
(luteiruptioii) 

Su, he will not be given The ease came up m the Select Comupiteo and 
1 know that they aie not piepaied to return such jiropeity .ilso Although 
they do not need it Init iieeause tlie v.due lias increased Ihev aie niovccl by 
greed It .i person is piepaied to jiav what lias been spent on the pioperty 
even then the (lovei uiueiit is not prejiared to return it What right or title 
the (.hji eiiiioeii', liave to keep loieiblv a piojieily loi which the ow nei is 
propaied to i..<y tot.d and partial expeiidituie incurred by the tioverninent^ 
With due (loteienee I should say tha^ m both the cases the ( lo\ erurnent 
should return the proiierlv Afr Gadgil savs that, he will be oft'med and he 
Will he jMiil ius expenses 1 say that you aie closing the doors ot an offer 
because you say that you will pay the old price and not the price which is 400 
to otk) per cent ot the old one ,\Vhen you aie giving authority to the (rovern- 
inent to aequne property ou cheapei value than the present inaiket value 
who will bo such a fool as not to acquire the property winch has inci eased in 
value, at cheaper rates When it has been made possible for the (ioveinmenb 
to acquire land .d cheaper r.de than the jireseiit market value how c.m it be 
that the Oovernment would not acquire properties winch it does not require 
at all!' Alav 1 a.sk if the (lovernnieiit w.mts to sell these- piojictics, will it 
sell them on the price plus 100 per cent on which it has acquired them'? Do 
the Improvement Tiust, Delhi sell lands on 1939 prices? It will certainly 
charge the market value Tt is said that its reason might he that they 
hive been icab/ing its profit for such a long tune but it is the legal duty of 
the (iovctiiiiif ’111 to return the land to the person from whom it was acquired. 
No one else i..'.s auv right to it What h.ivc those unfortunate persons whose 
lands have been acquired done that the Government is so hard upon them? 
If their I'lDpetties are to be acquired they should receive a jirico with which 
thev can j.u, •chase similar properties elsewhere So f.ir as principle is con- 
ccrried it is not convincing to say that thev should be paid less bonanse 
Goveriiinetit vvi'l have to ])av 20 crores of rupees The Tlonoiirabla Member 
Mr Mann Siibcdar lias said tb.it the Alilitary Dep.nrtinient spends a lot of 
money; 20 crores of rupees is nothing to them It is tlu-reforc not profior that 
the Government should practise injustice and break the piinciple bv passing a 
law which will inflict loss on tiho jicople 

You know th.it the C.ipit.il Gams Hill has reccutily been introduced in this 
Assenililv Glider it the jirice of the l.md in 1939 wdl he taken as its oii- 
ginnl f'ost (n this basis whatever more nioncv will be given it will be 
taxed Hegardmg tax von know that a person who earns one lakh of rupees 
pays Us fi2,500 as tax If the Military Department of the Oovernment pays 
the Fin.ince Department of the Government lealize it in the f.irin of tax 
Goveiniiient have power to impose 100 per cent tax It is said when the 
Government was in need it acquired the land; now when it has no need 
why then this swc’et murder of the people? You want to get *his hill oassed 
by the House There is no legal necessity for ilj Th Government has no 
defence against the charge that the Government has no right to get it passed 
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by the House. But it the House wauts to pass, it has power to do so. At 

least there is no doubt that there is no moral justification for the uyieeineut 

proposed by Mr. Manu Subedar. Others may bow before it under sheer torce 
but I lull to undoistaud any principle of the agreement 

1 have to submit two or tlnee more things In the present \ct wherever 
it has exceeded the 1804 act theie the wrong way has been adopted T 
should draw your attention to its Section 3. It gives power for the future 
also 'J'he tJovernnient is empowered to acquiio wlioseover s property it 
wants to acquire and use it as it pleases. Of course later ou the plea that 

works have been made there will be made Section 5 s.ays that acquisition 

will be used only in case when it is compulsory or where the Oi verumeut 
will have to sjiend more on its return It appears liom this iliat in future 
also such things will be brought up as will make the letuin ot the projicrty 
difficult. I will submit with due detereuce that by passing this bill you will 
give by your action legal permission to the (Jovernment to lutuish it-^elt v\uth 
an instrument which will make the return ol the pioperty difficult You say 
tli.ii 111 till' iitlit'i c.ise tile (ion'i nnieiit will li.ive to ]>.iv to the owner 100 
per cent, more price I submit that under sections 3.1 and .30 of the Jj.ind 
Acquisition Act 1804 no person has got the right to use the acquired pro- 
jiei'ly ill a manner which will make it unfit for leturn to the owiiei. This 
provis on does not belong only to the Ijaiul .\cqiusilion Act Jt is found in 
the Ten.uicy Act also that the propertv will be used ior the purpose for 
which ft was given and it will not be used m a minner that will n nke it‘ 
unfit for the .owner to use it as he used it when it was acquired In case of 
illegal use the owner was entit'ed to dein.ind 1.5 per cent of the v.ilue .os 
ccmiiiensation I therefore submit th.it jirovisious should he m.-ilc disallowing 
the (loverniiieiit to change the original condition of the property 

In addition, 1 want to draw your attention to anothei tlung U is the 
duty of the Government to return the projierty to the person from whom 
it was acquired To give the possession of the property to fihe person from 
whom it was taken The Government should have no right to leturii it to 
whomsoever it desires after a names’ sake inquiry Action should not be 
based on inquiry alone. It cannot be ascertained whether the inquiries con- 
ducted by ( lover nineut oftici.ils were really collect or based ou tiuth The 
legal I’espoiisibility ot the (iovermnent ofticial is not person. d hut in the Laud 
Acquisition Act the responsibility is petsonal Tuder it proceedings can be 
instituted after giving notice By fins Oidin.inie officers <uc jiiotected from 
leg<il consequences 1 have given notice of an .niiondmeul suggesting that 
the ]iro[)ett./ should be retmiicd to the person fioiii whom it w.is iicxpiired 
and if he is dead, then to the jierson who can leg. ill’’ claim it 

Tlieie is another section which l.iys down th if Goveinmunf will give 
notice for the return of the land after which ( lo\ eriunent will not bo respon- 
sible whether the owner or the entitled jieison take> [lOssession oi not 1 
should say that this is neither a good provision nor is it b,i,ed on eiinity 
Suppose the (joieriiment gives notice that the house will be vacated on the 
25th July hut the owner of the house is away in Calcutta at that time and 
knows Tioltiing about the notice Now if a jicrKon vMlhont anv title takes 
possession oi the house what remedy is there against lumf Therefoic, after 
fixing the date notice should be given in such a manner that the entitled 
person takes yiossession of the yiroperty There is onothei thing worthy of 
notice Ever since the Government have begun enacting new acts instead 
of ordinances I find that no other punishment except imnrisonment is laid 
down. In the present bill also a section lavs down, that if an 
owner of the land does not give information when demanded 
he will be punished with imprisonment for one year If, however yon see 
the Tiand Acquisition Act vou will find this provision only in Section 10 that' 
it is the duty of the owner to supply information when demanded from him 
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but in case of non-coui^liance proceedings will be instituted against him undei 
sections 1 and 17(5 of the Indian Penal Code which provides very 
punishment. Government have aoquu-ed the house, il the owner of the house 
does not supply some information where is the Government's loss'.' If price 
IS reduced it is the owner's loss I should say that to deprive a peison ot 
his property or to inflict upon him loss undei cover of law^is not good. It is 
injustice ana against the public policy It should be amended to satisfy the 
provision of Section 10 In the end I submit that jn my opinion that tins 
bill should pass in the form which has been agreed to by the majority in the 
Select Committee Government should acquire as little as jiossible becmise 
requisition means that they did not need it Until it is urgently needed no 
acquisition must bo made. Justice has not been metod out to the persona 
whose property has been acquired — nay lather sheer injustice has been done 
to them. 

IGr, B. K. Ookhale (Government of India - Nominated Official)- Sir, I would 
like to take this opportunity to state a few facts and clear up, if I may, certain 
misunderstandings about civil requisitioning Before I proceed let me make 
it absolntely clear that I am not dealing with anv of the requisitions made by 
the Defence Department T am only dealing with requisitions made on behalf 
of the civil dejiartniente of Government The Department of Works, Mines and 
Pow'er, which T repre.sent in this House, of course, has certain requisitions to 
its Cl edit but they constitute only a very small portion of the total civil requisi- 
tions But this department is ii service department and, as such, we are res- 
ponsible for providing aecornniodation for all the civil departments of Govern- 
ment, and that is bow 1 come here to represent civil requisitions on behalf of 
Government 

Before 1 proceed let me trv and explain the nature and si/e of the problem 
with which Government were faced on the outbreak of war Taking Delhi for 
instance, the total office accommodation occupied by all Central Government 
Departments in 1939 was of the order of 6-| lakhs square feet The total number 
of ofllcers was .'5.31 and the total number of clerks was 4,631 and that of inferior 
servants w'ns 3,198 During these seven vears of war, the office accommodation 
increased from OJ lakhs square feet to 27J lakh square feet, or an increase of 
4J times or 4. '50 per cent The number of officers increased bv 2/50 per cent the 
number of clerks increased by 600 per cent and tlic number of inferior servant* 
increased by 600 per cent That shows the tremendous size of the problem with 
whieh Government w'ere faced It was quite obvious that a Service Department 
could not eome up and sav that the Governniont should not expand its activities 
and should not tackle all the various problems which arise in war time— compli- 
cated problems of defence, of new controls whieh were imposed — simply because 
no accommodation was available. Accommodation had therefore to be found by 
hook or by crook The problem was tackled mainly by new construction. The 
total amount of new construction of a permanent or semi-permanent nature in 
Delhi was of the order of 1 l.iklis square fet-t against OJ lakhs square feet, 
which was all the accommodation available with Government at the outbreak 
of the war Apart from this Goveinineiit constiuc.tei1 mostly temporary or setni- 
perriument accommodation for over 10.000 personnel. That in 

^ '' itself w-as a tremendous contribution in the way of new construction. 
Over and above this a number of Brineelv houses, 19 in number, were obtained 
on loan Certain offices were moved from Delhi to Simla The scales of accom- 
modation were severelv cut down Houses were split up into flats; a number 
of people took in paying guests. Boarding houses or hostels were set up. In 
all these wavs most of the problem was tackled, that is by means otherwise than 
by requisitioning Eequisitioning was undertaken only as a last resort and 
absolutelv to the bare minimum 

I would now like to give the figures of requisitioning, firstly in Delhi, because 
T think that is where the target of attack is most. Then I will deal with Bombay 
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and Calcutta. The total number of premises requisitioned in Delhi by the Gov- 
ernment of India was 366- and by the Chief Commissioner 147 or a total of 613 
houses. Out of these 85 houses have already been derequisitioned by 'the 
Government of India and 57 by the Chief Commissioner or a total of 142 houses 
leaving at present still under requisition 281 uouses by the Government of India 
and 90 houses by the Chief Commissioner oi a total of 871 houses. 

In Calcutta and Bombay the problem was of a very similar nature, though 
not of the same magnitude. There a large number of new oflSoes h^ to be 
established, chiefly relating to the Income-tax, Commerce Department, Indus- 
tries and Supplies and so on. There again the problem was tackled as far as 
jiossiblc by means other than requisitioning. The number of houses requisition- 
ed in Calcutta was 83 of which 23 have been derequisitioned, leaving a total of 
60 houses at present under requisition Similarly in Bombay 116 houses were 
requisitioned out of which five were derequisitioned, leaving a balance of 110 
under requisition. 

Sir 0owas]ee Jehangir (Nominated Non-Oflicial) . What does the Uonour- 
nble Member mean by houaca? 

Mr, B. K. Ookhale: A house means one complete unit. It may consist of 
a number of flats. I will give the number of flats later on if the Honourable 
Member so desires. 

In Simla we had 97 houses under requisition all of which have since been 
derequisitioned. The problem we are faced with in Delhi today is only a 
matter of 371 houses which are under requisition ... 

Sir Oo«a8]e« Jahangir: Would the Honourable Member mention as far as 
Bombay is concerned the number of flats that he has requisitioned in a house, 
not a whole house but certain number of flats in a house. How many cKd they 
amount to? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: I have not got the exact figures but the 110 houses 
which are under requisition — house 157 officers or so That is my recollection 

Shr Oowaajee Jehangir: What is the number of fiats? In some houses Gov- 
ernment requisitioned only one flat out of ten, in some others they have 
requisitioned three flats out of six. This also must be added to the number which 
the Honourable Member gives 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: The total number of flats is 157, whether it is one out 
of ten or three out of three 157 is the figure us far as I recollect, though I am 

not quite sure. It is not anything substantially more than that 

'Sir CowaBjee Jehangir: The’ Honourable Member mentioned houses and that 
is why I raised this point. 

Mr. B. S. Ookhale: The number of houses requisitioned is 110 and the 
number of flats is about 157 or so. 

The first point which I would like to make is that the progress of derequisi- 
tioning 18 slow, mainly because requisitioning itself was undertaken on a very 
modest scale to begin with. Recently I had occasion to apeak to an officer of 
the Ministry of Works from the United Kingdom and he told me that' about 20 

per cent, of all the housing and residential aooommodation in the United King- 

dom was under Government requisition. Of course I am not comparing the 
United Kingdom with India. Conditions were different but I would like to 
impress on the Honourable Members this fact that derequisitioning is slow, 
chiefly because requisitioning itself was very moderate and limited to the very 
bare necessities. 

I will now come to the question of derequisitioning. Ever since the war was 
over, Government have been only too anxious to derequisition and I can assure 
Honourable Members that each application for derequisitioning houses, whether 
it is in Delhi, Bombay or Calcutta, receives the personal attention of the 
Honourable Member in charge, of the Works, Mines and Power Department. 
The Honourable Member in charge looks into every single case of derequisitioniiig 
and tries to do his best as far as possible. But, Sir, our difficulty has been, that 
although the is over, we have been faced with a number of new problems. 
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For instance, we were called upon to provide a large amount oi accommodutiou 
for the Constituent Assembly. That means living accommodation for about 200 
to 400 people and that was this year Then a large number oi meetings and 
conferences have been held this year and at very short notice we are called upon 
to provide accommodation, whether it is for the Hciencc Congiess or whether it 
is m eoimection ^\ith any other conference. Now wo aie going to have at the 
end of this montli tJie Inter Asian llclatioiis Gouterence These demands which 
have been on a large and increasing scale have hampered us to a very large 
extent 

Oven and above this, we have got very large demands from foreign embassies 
and legations and tiorn High Commissioners. The house which wii.s occupied by 
mv picdocossor 8ir Henry Prior has now been given to the Higli Commissioner 
for tho Llmted Kingdom Hi^ staff is increasing at a vei v rapid late and we 
aie tindmg it veiy very diHicult to find .Kcoinmodatioii tor linn Last week 1 
was suddenly asked to find aceoininodution for six ineinhers of tho French 
Embassy or Churge-de-Affaires They suddenly landed in Delhi and we were 
called upon to find accoinmodation for them During the next 12 months, I am 
told that there will be many new embassies .iiid legations corning to Delhi 
Government cannot tell all these foreign countries not to open their embassies or 
legations m Delhi simply because we have got no accommodation That. Sir 
IS the mam difficulty, that instead of the demand for accommodation since the 
end of the war being i educed, the demand for accornmodation has been constant- 
ly on tho increase. 

We are told that because of the demobilisation of the forces there will be a 
large amount of accommodation vacant There the difficulty is that for one 
Euiope,.\i officer who is demobilised, who was willing to stay m a hostel in one 
single room, wo find that as soon as he is demobilised, his place is taken by an 
Indian officer, who promptly arrives here with a wife and family and demands 
family quarters, where formerly one room in a hostel was adequate. Therefore 
instead of the demand being reduced, I find myself in tho unhappy position of 
having to face innumerable demands from dav to day T fully sympathise with 
the landloids who want to have their houses derequisitioned But for every 
complaint which is received from landlords on account of their houses not being 
derequisitioned, there are innumerable complaints from others clamouring for 
accommodation, I wish T could get the Honourable Members to sit with me any 
day and listen to the numerous complaints which I get from all sorts of people, 
from Government officials, from non-official members of this Honourable Houae, 
press correspondents, foreign representatives, ambassadors, High Commission- 
ers and others who .are constantlv pressing me to find aeeonnnoilation for them 

Unfortunately houses do not grow like mushrooms. The number of houses 
is absolutely limited and we cannot now undertake semi-permanent construction 
as we did in wartime We are certainly trying to solve this problem Govern- 
ment h.avp, Sir, recently sanctioned the construction of 200 flats in Delhi, of 
1,000 clerks (piarters in New Delhi and of 1,000 clerks quaiters m Old Delhi . 
Similfirly, they have sanctioned the acquisition of land on which houses have 
been constructed in Calcutta and Bombay. We are trying to solve this problem 
in one direction by new constructions on behalf of Government. But Govern- 
ment cannot utilise all the building material available for their own work. They 
have to strike a balance and make available building material for private people. 
Government have also to see that private house building is encouraged as far .as 
possible Sir, time is running short and I do not wish to take up too much time 
The other day I assured the House that the question of private house building 
was verv seriously under consideration and Government were trying their best 
to provide help as far as possible. That is the real solution of the difficulty with 
which we ,are faced It is not that the housing problem of Delhi, Calcutta or 
Boipbav is going to be solved to any appreciable extent if Government derequi- 
sition the 371 and odd houses in Delhi, the 110 houses in Bombay and the tO 
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houses in Calcutta. After all, sixty houses m Calcutta, Sir, is a drop m the 
ocean. What will happen if these sixty houses are derequisitioned tordorrow? 
Is that going to solve the problem? It is not gomg to make the slightest differ- 
ence. The Government Officers who are staying in these flats m Bombay — ^it 
may be any number of flats; I am not going into that just now — ^but the number 
of oflicers who are at present occupying these flats in Delhi, Bombay or Calcutta 
will have to continue to live in tliose places so long as the controls which the 
House has approved continue to exist Obviously we have to find accommoda- 
tion for those people. The only thing that will hupjien, if these houses are 
derequisitioned, is that a lew landlords will gam, whereas, these unfortunate 
government servants whose duty makes it absolutely necessary for thejn to stay 
in Bombay, Calcutta or Delhi will be either thrown on the streets or they will 
have to face demands for pugire horn landlords, or I do not Uiiow what else 
they will do 

I am not concerned with the question of ictreiKhmeiit That is a matter 
which is seriously engaging the attention of the Government. If and when it 
IS possible to abolish these offices certainly these houses will becoihe surplus to 
lequiremeats and wo will have no lurther use tor them But so long as these 
offices continue to exist, and, so long as we have to find accommodation for these 
people, what else can we do except keep these houses under requisition, unless 
and until new construction is aiailable, or, unless and until houses can be t.ikeii 
on lease? I may assure the House that Government have tried their best to 
obtain houses on lease m Delhi, Bombay and Calcutta. All the people whose 
houses are under requisition were addressed whether they would agree to the 
requisition bemg replaced by a lease The response was practically 'negligibl# 
It may be said that the landlords arc suffering. The extent of that suffemig can 
be judged from the fact that when Government fixed the compensation, that is-, 
the lent payable for these buildings, m 94 per cent of eases the rent as fixed 
by the Government was accepted by the landlords without any dispute It was 
only in 6 per cent, of cases that the landlords asked for the amount of rent to be 
referred to arbitration. That shows that Government have been f, airly generous 
in dealing with these landlords 

The matter was recently considered at a meeting of the Advisory Board ott 
derequisitioning in Delhi We placed our difficulties before that Board and I 
believe that the Board was very much impressed with our difficulties and I was 
even told that in a number of cases the present demand for derequisitToumg is 
not so much because the landlords want to come and live in those premises — 
genuine cases of hardship have already been dealt with by Government and 
houses have been derequisitioned — but the present demand comes from people 
who want vacant possession in order that they should be able to sell the property 
at greatly inflated rates I do not know, Sir, how far that accusation is correct, 
Inif that is my information. That is what we were told. We were also told that 
simply in order to accommodate these people who want vacant possession to sell 
their property at inflated rates, there was no justification for putting a large 
number of government servants, or, rather, putting Government itself into 
difficulties. 

. Much has been said about vacant buildings I admit that occasionally build- 
ings are left vacant for some time. There are so manv difficulties. There is a 
pool of accommodation at the disposal of the Defence Department. Sometimes 
a building is vacant. The Defence Department are not quite sure about troop 
movements and they do not know whether they can replace the accommodation 
at the dispose of the Civil ^>epartments It is unfortunate that the Civil 
Department gets the discredit. By then I am not suggesting that the Defence 
Department deserves discredit either. Later on when the building comes to us, 
there are" a large number of pressing claimants. A large number of Departments 
have got their claims. We have to find out which is most urgent and try to 
allot the vacant premises in the fairest possible manner. We could easily sit 
doifra and give it to any Department. But we will be doing injustice to another 
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Department whose needs are probably greater. The allotment necessarily uv- 
volves difficulties. It is common knowledge about housing accommodation thaH 
everybody is very anxious to secure allotment. But once he secures allotment, 
he IS not so anxious to move in. There are hundreds of difficulties : he finds that 
certain rooms require alterations; certain light points have to be provided; cer- 
tain other thmgs have to be done. The buUdmg remains vacant and we are told 
that we are not utilising the accommodation to the fullest extent. We made two 
minute sruveys of the vacant accommodation position in the last three months, 
and we found that the total amount of vacant accommodation, so far as residen- 
tial accommodation is concerned was less than a fraction of 1 per cent, while the 
vacant accommodation position m respect of office accommodation wag perhaps 
slightly more, but, in no case above 1 per cent. That is the position about 
vacant accommodation. 

We have been asked to fix a target for derequisitioning. Here I frankly 
confess that I am not in a position to fix any target. The ffist thing will deter- 
mine the pace of derequisitioning is the size of Oovemment Departments in the 
near future and m the distant future Well, I cannot say when retrenchment 
will begin, when the size of offices will be reduced, and when certain controls 
which are being imposed by this Honourable House will be done away with and 
these offices will no longer be necessary. Then there are so many other im- 
c^tain factors of the situation. There is the constitutional position. We do 
not know what will be our requirements for the Centre after June 1948. I do 
not know whether the Centre will require accommodation in Calcutta or Bombay 
n^xt year The whole thmg is so uncertam that I must confess I cannot fix a 
target date for derequisitioning. Provisionally speaking, however, Oovemment 
expect that the new construction which has been sanctioned will probably be 
ready by October 1948, and by October 1948, we may be able to release a very 
large block of requisitioned Hccoinmodation, if. by that time, new demands 
don’t crop up, if foreign Embassies and thmgs like that do not collar all that wa 
are prepared to derequisition That, ogam, is a contingency about which I can- 
not say anything very definite at present. 

Sir, I have already said that the Honourable Member in charge of the Works, 
Mines and Power Department looks into every case personally. The Advisory 
Board is going into the whole matter and the Honourable Member pays parti- 
cular attention to its advice. I must confess that I cannot add anything further 
to what I have said except that I hope that instead of giving us blame or dis- 
credit for what has been done, the House will realise and appreciate our diffi- 
culties and give Government due credit for the large amount of accommodation 
that they constructed in wartime and for what they have done in the way of 
utilising the accommodation available at their disposal in the best possible 
manner ever since the war was over 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohaudhuri (Assam Valley; Non-Muhammadan; ; 1 
rise to make a few observations on this Bill based on my cxpenences in my own 
proMiice which was the greatest victim of war in the matter of requisitioning. 
There, college buildings, school buildings, hostels for boys and girls were re- 
quisitioned for the use of the military. Also all decent private houses were 
requisitioned for the accommodation of the soldiers. Electricity was cut 
off from private houses, so that ball rooms may be kept busy. rWater supply 
was cut off from private houses so that water may be taken miles away in 
the interior where houses were built for military purposes. Ilhousands of 
villagers were rendered homeless and their fields were taken aw%y and drains 
were constructed so that there may be less mosquitoes. All thfr was done 
during the war not by our enemies or Japanese or members of the Indian 
National Army but for the benefit of Allied Troops. 

I take very strong exception to certain provisions of this Bill, because 
they want to prolong the agony from which we have been suffering so long, 
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owing to circumstances beyond our control. It will require very strong nierva 
on the part of any dictator to come to this House ana ask for these powers 
and it will require extreme docility on the part of the followers of the dictator 
to agree to these measures in peace time. I would invite the attention of the 
House to certain provisions of this Bill and ask them to ponder over it before 
they finally accept the Bill as it stands. 

Clfiuse 9 of the Bill says: 

“No suit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall he against any person for sn; thing 
which IS in good faith dona or intended to be done in pursuance of this Act or any otdae 
made thereunder.” 

Those who are in the legal profession know very well how the words ‘good 
faith' can be interpreted in any way you like. 

Clause 8 says ; 

“The Central Government or any Provincial Government may, by order notified in the 
•official gazette, direct that any power conferred or any duty imposed on it by this Act shall, 
in such circumstances and under such conditions, if any, as may be specified in the dicee- 
iion, be exercised or discharged by such officer as may be so specified.” 

The arbitrary and extensive powers conferred by this Bill can be exercised 
by one single officer and the fate of thousands of people will be placed, ub^ 

tender mercy of this particular officer Tt is nothing new that 1 am peaking 
ot. As a matter of fact, a single officer was in every case authorised to, maka 
requisition in our part of the counlary. He could do whatever he liked aad nqt 
power on earth can set aside the order. Today in peace time we are still aUow- 
Ing the Government to make a provision enabling a smgle officer to exeroiaa these, 
arbitrary powers I should have expected the Select Committee to make suitr 
able amendments to this provision. 

Then again sub-clause (4) of clause 5 says : 

“Any decision or determination of tho appropriate Government under snb-iection (31 
ahall be final and shall not be called in question in any Court “ 

This clause sa>s that li’nd inav bo required sl^horgh it may not be for the 
benefit of the public or for the benefit of the Government It is left to the 
tender merer of the Government to make whatever decision it likes and thal 
dec'sion cannot he questioned by anybodv Will the parties affected by such 
a decision be allowed to make a repieron‘afion h''fore th-’ app-npra*-'' G-'evem- 
inent before they conic to anv decision ’ No. Rir No iirovision has been 
made in this Bill. Ts it not arbitrary iii the extreme to introduce a clause lika, 
tl^is which places the people at the tender mercy of the Government. 

I now come to clause 3 of the Bill 

“Notwithstanding the expirotion of the IJefenco of India Act, 1939, and the rules' 
made thereunder and the repeal of the Ordinance, all requisitioned lands shall continue t» 
be subject to requisition until the expiry of this Act and the appropriate Government may 
use or deal with any requisitioned land in aii.-h manner as may appear to it to be expedient, 

Provided that the appiopriale Government may at any time release from rcquisilion 
any requisitioned land ’’ 

Now Sir, has the appropriate Government requistioned l.and for the benefit! 
of the villagers who have been rendered homeless? Has the appropriate Gov- 
ernment released for the benefit of the villagers their cultivated lands which 
have been spoiled There was some meaning in depriving these villagers of 
their home on account of milifarv exigencies, if the Government found employ- 
ment for them at nominal daily wages What has happened is that the Gov 
ernment have deprived them of their means of livelihood and their land 
Should it not have been the first object of the Biitish Government 
to restore their hands to the villagers whoso means of livelihood 
have .gpne’ Why are not these things done first? Their lands have 
been converted into airfields which are not in use now and mav 
not be used in futii'-e and still these lands are kept under reonisition. Rimnlv 
because these air fields mav be reonired against in ease of a prospective war, the 
Delqpce Secretary wapted to retain these Ifip^s under requistion, for all tinre 
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to come. If a war breaks out at any tune, it would not require much time to> 
make your air fields again.^ It will certainly not require much lime when the 
Government is in your own hands Nor will it require much time to persuade 
the people to give up the land for the delence of their country. Then, why should 
you keep this land because of some distant possibility of utilising it m case a 
war breaks out? Another thing which I noticed m the note which has been pre- 
pared by the Defence Secretary was that the process of derequisitioning is steadily 
progressmg. That is true, but it is proceeding very slowly and deliberately 
slowly because nobody wants to part with the advantages which he has gained- 
during the war time Nobody wants to give up the luxury of living in beautiful 
houses belongs to others No one wants to be deprived of that So, the rate of 
derequisitioning is very slow. 

T also want to draw the attention of the Honourable Member to certain specifio 
instances which have been mentioned and where the delivery of the buildings- 
has been given by the miltary persons in occupation to wrong persons Although 
the land was taken from one particular person hv the Depiitv Commissioner as- 
the requisitioning authority, it has been given to another ^lerson or the building 
has been given to another person at the time of de-rcquisitioning by the military ' 
personnel which was in possession What are you going- 
to do about that? Are you going to drive the party who 

had given the land to the requisitioning oflicer to litigation? I have myself 
approached the Government on these matters and the reply has been that it is 
not possible for them to interfere. When the land has been given already by 
the military, the Government cannot do anything At any rate, the Government 
of the province cannot do anything in the matter But boinething has got to 
be done. I gave you the land when you w’nnted it . 111 1 I want to get it back now 
ftom you because it is no longer wanted by you. And I am told that I cannot 
get back the land because the military personnel wrongly gave the land to some 
other person Is this a fair treatment? What provision is there to check this 
kind of action? Is that order of an officer who is appointed under clause 8 final?- 
A single officer is appointed under this clause. He requisitions some property 
or he refused to derequisition it and his order is final and nobody can say any- 
thing about it 

Then, Sir, I would very much urge that the expression "appropriate govern- 
ment" should be defined, so that everything under this Act can be done by the. 
Government in whose province a particular laiVl or house is situated, because it 
is very difficult for persons in remote provinces to come up to the Government 
of India and to submit their representations in this behalf I may tell vou that 
when most of the Congress Members were in jail and when the Government wa* 
being carried on in the provinces under section 93, all this requisition was done 
under the orders of the Government of India. I can 8a.y that at least so far as 
my province is concerned. Now, to approach the GoM'i-Timent of India m all 
matters affecting de requisitioning is a stupendous task which an ordinary villager 
or an ordinary private individual cannot undertake So, I would suggest that 
the expression 'appropriate government’ should he defined as the provincial 
government of the province where this requisitioned property is situated. That 
will simplify matters. It might be urged that the Provincial Government may 
be at loggerheads with the Central Government and mav release land which the 
Central 'Government acquires or may refuse to aoqurro the land which the Cen- 
tral Government requires I cannot believe that such a contingency is possible 
because even under the ordinary circumstances whenever land is reouired for a 
railway, the Provincial Government always does the requisitioning of that land 
Nowhere it is suggested that the Provincial Government may refuse to acquire 
land which is wanted by the Eailway Department and therefore such a measure 
should be adopted If the Provincial Goveamments can be trusted to acquire land 
whenever it is needed for the Government of India, why don ’t you trust the Pro- 
vincial 'Governments in whose province the land is situated to decide whether the, 
particuli^r requisitioned land should be released or whether a particular requist- 
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(ioned land should be acquired? Why don’t you leave that matter to the deoi- 
sion of the Provmcial Government 1 That will make the people of the province 
feel at ease, because they can approach the Provmcial Government and take the 
necessary step. But it is very difficult for them to tfome up to the Government 
of India in matters like these. Therefore, I would suggest to this Honourable 
House to accept the defimtion of ‘appropriate government’ to be this, that it 
means a Government in whose territory the particular requisitioned property 
is situated. So, I take opportunity of asking the Defence Department to release 
quickly as possible at least those villages which were the homes of the villagers 
and those fields which might still be cultivated and trorn where food can be grown. 

Bai Bahadur Devendra Mohan Bhattacharyya (Nominated Non-Official); 
Sir, I rise to say that a very large number of aerodromes have been con8tructe4 
hi the Burdwan Division in Bengal and hundreds and thousands of acres of paddy 
land and forest land have been requisitioned for the purpose, but no compensation 
has yet been paid to the owners. In a few- cases where compensation has been 
paid, it has been paid at rates which prevailed at the time of requisition These 
poor agriculturists and owners of forest land do not know whom to approach fot 
the compensation I would, therefore, like to propose that an Advisory Board 
like the Chittagong Advisory Board should be set up for the Burdwan Division 
which the aggrieved might approach for redress of their grievances and gef 
the compensation due at an early date. 

Another thing to which I would like to draw the attention of the Honourable 
Defence Secretary is that these lands were requisitioned some time in 1941 and 
1942, but the owners have not yet got any compensation and they do not knoir 
when they would get. I would, therefore, suggest that some interest should b» 

C iid to the owners for this long interim period so that they inight not suffer any 
ss in any way Then, Sir, in the Burdwan Division the prices of paddy land 
and forest land have gone up by 400 or .500 t mes and if the owners are paid only 
at double the rate, they will suffer a great loss and they won’t be able to secure- 
an equivalent area of land which they have been deprived of. Sir, there is a. 
class of land in the Burdwan Division recorded in Settlement papers as “waste 
land’^, although these lands are cultivated once in two or three years The 
Government officials of the Land Acquisition Department have stated that no 
compensation would be recommended for these lands as these lands have beep 
recorded in Settlement Records as “waste lands”. If that be the case, 8ir» 
it would be a great hardship and T should like to suggest that these lands should 
bo compensated just like other lands With these words. Sir, I support the Bill,, 
but I hope the Honourable Defence Secretary would look into these matters an4 
redress the grievances which T have just placed before the Honourable House. 

Sir Oowas]ee Jehan^: Sir, I shall take only a few mmutes. T only -tvish to 
point out that in requisitioning lands and buildings for Government use in big 
cities, I think, it is time that Government saw that those whom they aecom- 
niodnte in those buildings are really deserving of aeeommodation T have gone 
through the list very carefully of buildings requisit'oned by Government and T 
find that some of the flats are occupied by officers who should not be allowed to 
occupy those flats T find they are occupied by offieers, I -will not mention the 
department from which they come, because T do not want to make nnv invidious 
distinction, vvho come from departments whose dutv it is to see that thev house 
their own officers properly. If any private firm tr'ed to get Government to assist 
them to house their officers as some of these departments have done, I think 
Government would be the first to come down and insist upon their building 
quarters for their staff They do not build quarters for their staff, they do not 
even now do it, but they come to Government to ask for requisitioning of 
buildings for them. I think it is wrong 

Another point which I should like to bring to the notice of the House is this • 
that we are in the middle of March. At the end of this month we shall have to 
poos tibia budget. I do not know where we are T trust you will see that while 
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fbes’e Billa are being cijscubbcd at great length by this Honourable House it does 
Jipt mean that \ve sh.ill be gagged when the budget comes. I have Iio objection 
tt) Honourable Members speaking at length on J3ilia ol this character. By all 
ineans let them do so, it is an mipoitunt Hill We are ni the middle of March 
•nd it 18 impoitant that the Budget should be passed by Hist March. In my 
Mperience ot 17 ye.irs, 1 have never known ol the House being engaged OH 
Bills of this kind m the m.ddle of Maich If the consequence is that we, 
Members, who would like to have our say on the Budget are going to be 
deprive! of that light, 1 can only hope and tnist that you will see that justice 
w done to u§, * 


Wt, fi. S, Bhalja: Sir, I have heard with great attention and noted the many 
And varied points which have been raised from various quarters in the Hous». 
My Honourable friend, Mr. Manu Subedar with his usual eloquence levelled 
several charges against the dopartmeiit into which 1 do not propose to go at the 
moment A meeting of the Bombay Advisory Board of which he is a Member 
was held only the day before jcbterday and the suggestions which he made on 

floor of the House were also made by him at that meeting I have got here' 
e ilrafi summary of the proposals in.ide by him We have Mready called for ai 
■sport from the Q.M.G m India as to the extent to which these suggestions could 
Ic given effect to 1 hope that will satisfy iny Honourable friend w'ho happens 
to be absent at the moment 

Sir, it was heartening to find that for once at anv rate my Honourable friend 
Mr Snsanka Sekhar Sanyal showed some appreciation of the work done by the 
Befenee Department In this connection, I would only say that I hope the 
House w'll soon be, in a position to show the same appreciation m respect of all 
the activities of the Defence Department He raised the question as regards 
eomplaint« which would come from areas not covcicd at present by the Boards 
which have already been established I shall make the intention of the Govern- 
ment quite clear W’e established these Boards at the important centres, T have 
mentioned because the.se were the places where the hulk of requisitioned proper- 
ties were s tiinted If however there are other places in the provinces where there 
•re complaints of requisitioned properties being continued longer than necessary 
Oovemment will have no objection to extending the jurisd ction of these Boards 
so as bo cover the whole province, in particular, the Board of Calcutta will bo 
•uthorised to deal w’th complaints eoriiing from all over the province except the 
•Teas which come within the jurisdiction of the two Boards to be established at 
Chittagong and Dibrugnrh I hope that would satisfy my Honourable friend 

In this connection, T wish to refer to the Press Note which wo issued when 
we established these Boards to indicate their functions. The presft note says that 
the Government of India have decided to establish at Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi, 
Cdiitagong and Dibrugarh, Advisory Boards of officials and non-nfficials to advise. 
Government on questions arising from the continued possession by them of re- 
quisitioned land and acquisition of requisitioned land Thus the Boards will clear- 
^ deal with questions of acquisition. That would also meet the point raised by 
my Honourable friend Mr Law'son who suggested that before Government decide- 
to acquire a partienlnr property thev might consider whether there was an alter- 
native property available It certamlv would be the function of the Boards to 
consider questions of that tvpe 

Mv Honourable friend Mr Dawson asked us to indicate the target date for the 
^requisitioning of properties My Honourable friend Mr Gokliale, the 
Seeretarv for Works, Mines and Power department stated how difficult it w.as. 
to suggest a date as the last date bv which we shall be able to derequisition 
•11 properties I would further explain the difficulty bv the illustration of 
•nother civil department, namelv the Industries and Civil supplies depart- 
ment who are responsible for disposals. Now. the House is aw’are that there 
•re thousands of tons of surplus stores lying in various places and 
•fcft Defence Department have assumed, responsibility for storing and 
fvardlng them until they have been disposed' of by another depart)- 
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tnent of the Government of India, namely the Industries and Supplies Depart- 
ment. Unless and until they are in a position to say that this disposal worit 
jrould be completed by a certain date it would be verv difficult for the Defenea 
Department to indicate a target date. 

0. P.. Lawson: What do they say? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: They have not been able to give any target date But the 
House can rest assured that the Bill itself provides for automatic termination. It 
teannot last longer than the Act passed by the Parliament which authorises this 
legislature to continue certain controls, and that is a maxiinuni period of fiv'i 
years. In the first instance, that power continues for a period of two years- 
A n'otificat on has just been issued by His Excellency the Governor Gwnerii! 
in his discretion continuing these powers for a period of two years Bevond 
the ^ribd of two years, the pow'ets will have to be continued by a vote of both 
Hoaies of Parliament. The mnxinnim period for which this Bill can remairt 
in operation is therefore a period of five years from the Ist of April 1946. 

My Honourable friend Pundit ThaknrdaS Bhargava m his very eloquent 
ffinduslani speech which I was glad to hear has attacked the basis of coiA*- 

f ensation which is proposed to be introduced My Honourable friend Mr. 

rsnu Bubednr w'ho is to move the amendment I referred to carl cr - il' l.al 
udth the question as to why it was e.onsidered desirable to restrict the grArt* 
bt compensation to 100 per cent over the value at the time of requisition. 
He asked me whether Government would be creating new assets or new works 
with a view to easily acquiring land which they cannot acquire at the present 
moment T have no hesitation in giving h'm an assurance that Government 
have no such intention, thev do not wish to create anv new’ assets inerelv in 
Older tha! thev mav he in a position to acquire land under part (a) of sub-claukt 
^3) of clause 5 which this Bill authorises 

Aa regards giving the land over which assets have been created to the 
original owner there are various difficulties To give an illustration, we hav4 
built a big hospital at Aundh; is it desiralile that the hospital w'hich has been 
tOftstructed at a cost of several lakhs should he offered in the first instance to 
the owner of the laud? Tt would he against public policy to offer this lanA 
with the buildings to the owner of the land The assets have been crentei 
by Government for a specific purpose and if Government wish to eontinim 
in possession of that propertv for that purpose 1 can see no inherent mjustro* 
in the proposal to acquire such land. 

ttr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: May I know what will be the basis of acquisi- 
tion in respect of those premises where acquisition has been made through the 
Ordinance but compensation has not yet been made? 

ICr. O. S. Bhalja: We have carefully examined that question also and our 
conclusion is that if land was acquired under the Defence of India Pules com- 
pensation would be paid .as provided for in those rules We cannot obviously 
Peopen cases which have been closed; T do not think it would be right And 
equitable to do so But if land was acquired under the Ordinance, i e , a notitf& 
of acquisitio ' wa.s issued, but compensation has not been finally determined at 
the time " h i this Bill becomes an Act, the new basis of compensation will 
be applied nn 1 not the old basis, even though a notice of acquist'on may have 
been given under the (^Irdinance I hope that will satisfy mv Honourable 

fciend. 

'A complaint wag made that in some cases compensation was giten to 
l^ieitsons at the time of derequisitioning. I shall be glad to inquire into 
Wy kjleeific instances of such wrong compensation having been given. If one 
merely makes a general remark like that, it is not possible to give a specific 
But t certainly give an assurance that if any «ucb caseA are brought 
to the notice of GnVCriimCnt they wil^ be promptly” Itti^itiired into. 
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My Honourable friend Mr. Bhargava also raised the question of punish- 
ment. Government have no desire to take powers to inflict unduly severe 
punishment m time of pence, nnd I am prepared to accept on behalf of Gov- 
ernment the nmendment which he propose.s to move with a view to reducing 
the punishment provided for in this Bill 

1 hope this will give the Hons., an idea of the earnestness with which Gov- 
erninent consider such questions nnd conduce the TToiibe of their genuine 
desire to proeoed uifh derequiRit'onmg as expeditiously as iiossible, and I 
hope the House will pass the motion I have made 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: May I ask for one information ? Perhaps 
the Honourable Member knows that some parties \vho have purchased lots of 
articles from Disjiosals Dircctoiate are keeping large premises and compounds 
as store-yards and godowiis for these articles, and they do not show any desire 
either to dispose of them or to remove them elsewhere How does the departs 
ment propose to deal with this questhm’ 

- Mr. O. S. Bhalja: T think all these matters he can bring before the Advisory 
Board on which he sits. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: As a matter of fact this matter was discussed 
in the Advisory Board bub we discovered some legal lacuna Will the Honour- 
able Member consider the question of filling up that lacuna so that we might 
force these parties to remove their goods’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: Yes, Sir, if the evil complained of is on a very appreciable 
scale we shall certainly examine the desirability of introducing a new provision 
Captain G. T. B. Harvey (Madras European) Sir, we have been listening 
to talk of requisition, acquisition and de-requisitioning, etc But one question 
I should like to ask and that is about in cases where the Defence Department 
has leased property from a private owner how long docs it usually take to pay 
the rent? T know a particular case of an elderly lady who happens to own 
property which she was persuaded to lease to the Defence Department. I 
believe that was four years and three months ago, and establishments costing 
some seven lakhs have been built on that propeitv And as far ns T know 
she has not received one penny of rent yet 

. Mr. O. S. Bhalja: T will certainly look into the case that mv Honourable 
friend has cited. 

Sreejut Rohini Kumar Ohaudhuri: Sir, what is the position of the Advisory 
Board’ Will their recommendations he accepted in every case or can they 
jie rejected also’ Are they merely an advisory body? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: As the name suggests, it is an advisory board But 1 
am heie to give an assurance on behalf of Government lliat the recommend- 
ations of the Board will be given effect to to the greatest extent possible 
Mr. President: The question is: 

' “That the Bill to provide for the continaanre of certain emer«ency iiowere in relation to 
requisitioned land, as repoited hy the Select Committee, be taken into consideiation.” 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 2 w'as added to the Bill. 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: Sir, I beg to move: 

“That to clause 3 of the Bill, before the existing Proviso, the following new Proviso 
be inserted, namely : 

j ‘Provided no such works are constructed on the requisitioned land as are mentioned 
in part (a) of sub-section (3) of section 5 of the Act or as can give rise to 
incurring of such costs of restoration as are mentioned in part (b) of sub-section 
(3) of section 6 of the Act’." 

, [At th’s stage Mr. President vacated the Chair which was then occupied 
by Mr. Deputy President (Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan).] - i 
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In connection with this amendment I will only submit that if such works are 
•llowed to be constructed as eontempluted in part (a) of section 6(3), then 
after some time when the occasion arises the appropriate Government will bp 
in a position to say subsequently that since such w'orks are tliere section 5(3) 
will be applicable. And thus construction of vioiks will be tantamount to pre- 
paring the ground for acquisition Now after having beard the Defence Secre- 
dury I consider that the policy of Tioveniment is not to acquire land in cases 
“where it can be avoided, and if so, there is no leasou why m future such works 
■should be constructed as uould entitle Government to acquire hind or such 
•tost be incurred as would make it diflicult for Government to restore the land 
to the person from whom it was taken Therefore considering what has fallen 
drom the Defence Secretary I presume he will accept the umeiulment and givfe 
jeflect to the iiohcy which he has been pleased to enunciate Sir, 1 move 

Mr. Deputy President: AmendniciiD moved 

“That to danse 3 of the Hi’l. befoie llie existing Proviso the followiTig new Proviso 

‘Provided no such works ara constructed on the requisitioned land as are mentioned 
in part (a) of snb-section (3) of section 6 of the Act or as can give rise to 
incurring of such co'ts of rcUoiat'Oii arc nient’oned in p.irt (h) of Mib-sectias 
(3) of section 5 of the Act’.” 

Mr. Q. S. Bhalja: Sir, I regret I have to oppose this motion which proceeds, 

,I suggest, on distrust. I did give au assurance on behalf of the GovernmenI 
that it was not our intention to have this provision in order that we may have 
the power to acquire land; but if a provision like this is made in the body of the 
Bill what would be the result? There are several places where we have built 
temporary constructions — huts or buildings — which mav have to bo repaired. 
Btrictly speaking, if a provision like this was passed, my Honourable friend 
would come forward and say that the Government have newly constructed these 

. huts and therefore they have no power to acquire the land on which 

• ” these huts are constructed It may happen that it may be necessary 

for Government to construct some buildings with a view to getting the best use 
out of a particular land which is requisitioned, and it would considerably hamper 
the Government if a provision of (his kind is made in the body of the Bill, Sir, 

I oppose this amendment 

Sjt. N. V. QadgU: Do I understand the Honourable Member correctly that 
•the Government assurance given just now relates to this extent that Govern- 
ment will not create new assets so as to invite the provisions of sub-clause 3 cl 
clause 5? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I said that the Government had no intention of resorting 
to this provision merely in order that they may be in a position to acquire that 
bit of land, which (hey would not otherwise be able to acquire, but I added that 
it may be necessary sometimes to create new assets in order to put the laud to 
the use for which it was originally requisitioned It would considerably hamper 
the Government if they had to be tied down by a provision of this kind in the 
body of the Bill. 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava; Tn view of the assumneo given by my 
Honourable friend, I beg leave of tbe House to withdraw the .amendment. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

“That clause 3 stand part of the Bill.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill. \ 

, , Clause 4 was added to the BID. ;■ 
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Pmdlt Tfaakui Daa Bhargava: 1 beg to move. 

’•That in part (b) of sub-claueo (3) of clause 6 of the Bill, the following be added at 
tfae end, namely : 

“and the owner declines to accept the restoration of requisitioned land tVithout pay- 
ment of compenaation by the Go\einment.’’ 

In placing this amendment before the House all that I have to say is that 
the real reason why the Government want to acquire a particular buildmg of 
|>iece of land is that in the opinion of Government the incurring of cost of resort* 
mg the requisitioned land to its original shape will be excessive. Now, with » 
view to see that this reason of the Government is fully met and made inappli- 
cable in cases where the owner does not msist on the Government for restoring 
the land to its original shape and is prepared to accept the land in its present 
shape, I have moved this amendment. If the Government accept this amend- 
ment, it will not mean extra cost to them. Sir, I commend this amendment 
the House. 

Mr. Deputy President: Amendment moved: 

“That in part fb) of sub-clauae (3) of clause 5 of the Bill, the following be added at 
the «nd, Poindy : 

"and the owner declines to accept the restoration of requisitioned land without pay- 
ment of compensation by the CJoverntiient ’’ 

Mr. 0. S. Bhalja: A similar suggestion was made before the Select Com- 
mittee and I had then given the assurance that if in circumstances described in 
part (b) the owner of the land requires the land back there would be no objection 
to giving it back to him. The Committee felt that it was hardly necessary tio 
arclude this m the Bill itself, but if the Honourable Member desires that it must 
form part of the Bill, I have no objection to accepting this amendment on behalf 
of Government. I would however suggest a slight change in the wording. The 
Government draftsman suggests that it should be worded in this way: 

“^‘and the owner declines to accept the release from requisition of the land 
without payment of compensation by the Government,” 

Mr. President; I take it that Pandit Bhargava accepts this altern- 

4i«n. 

Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava: Yes, Sir. I do. 

Mr. Deputy Ihresident: The question is: 

'^That hi part (bj of auh-clauso (3) of clause 5 of the Bill, the following be addeS St 

"and the owner dechnee to accept the releaao from requisition of the land withoot -pay* 
ment of compensation by the Government ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

"That clause 5, as amended, stand part of the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 5, as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Sir, I beg to move : 

"That for clause 6 of the Bill the following clause he substituted, namely : — 

‘6 (1) In respect of the continued subjection of requisitioned land to requisition 
under this Art or the Ordinance, -ompensation shall be determined and paid 
in accoi dance with the provisions of section 19 of the Defence of India Act, 
1939, and of the roles made thereunder : 

Provided that ill ugrecmcnis and awards under the said section in respect of 

the payment of compensation for the period of requisition before the expiry of 

the said Act shall continue to be in force and shall apply to the payment of 

compensation for the period of reqnisitnn after such expiry. 

(2) In respect of any acquisition of requisitioned land under this Act or the Ordinance 
the amount of compensation pavable shaB lie roch WuH ak Would he wdfceWt to 
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puTchate at the market raU prevailing on the date o* the 
i a piece of lanil e-iual in ar«i, to, and eituated efithm a 
miles from, the ac«]Uired land, and suitable for the same use as ^ ^ 

the acquired land was being put immediately before the date of its requisition, 
or a sum equivalent to twice the market value of the acquired land on tqe 
date of its requisition, whichever is less ; and such amount shall be determined 
and paid in acccordance with the procedure set out in the aforesaid section IV- 
and the rules made thereunder. 

43) For the purposes of sub set! ion (1) all the provisions of the aforesaid section 

and of the rules made thereunder, and for the purposes of sub-section (2) such 
of those provisions as relate to matters of procedure, shall be deemed to be 
continumg in force’ ” - 

I do not wish to say anything in explanation as I hove already explained Ro 
House that this is an agreed amendment on all sides. Sir, I move. 


Deputy Preeident: Amendment moved: 

“That for clause 6 of the Bill the following clause be substituted, namely 

*6 41) In respect of the continued subjection of requisitioned land to reqnitilloa 
under this Act oi the Ordinance, compensatu-n shall be determined and haio 
in accordance with the provisions of section 19 of the Defence of ludia Act, 
1939, and of the rules made thereunder : 

Pioviued that all agietments and awaids undei the said section in respect qf 

the payment of compensation for the period of requisition belore the expiry cif 

the said Act shall continue to be in force and shall apply to the payment of 

compensation for the period of requisition after such expiry 

(2) In respect of any acquisition of requisitioned land under this Act or the Ordinance, 

the amount of compensation pa, able shall be such sum ns nou.d be sufficient tb 
purchnso at the inaiket rate pievailin.{ on the date of the notice under section 
5 a piece of land equal in area, to, and situated within a distance of three 
miles from, the acquired land, and suilshle for the same use as that to which 
the acquired land was being put immediately before the date of its requisition. 
Or a sum equivalent to twice the market value of the acijuiied land on th'a 
date of its requisition, whichever is less, nnd such amount shall be detennineD 
and paid in acccordance with the procedure set out m the afoiesaid section 19 
and the rules made thereunder. 

(3) For the purposes of lub-section (1) all the provisions of the aloresaid section Ifr 

and of the rules made thereunder, and for the purposes of sub section (2) iqck 
of those provisions as relate to matters of procedure, shall be deemed to ha 
continuing m force’.” 

Sir OoWBSjee Jeh&nglr: Since this is an agreed amendment, I think it would 
be a waste of time toxjriticise it. But 1 would like" an explanation. An equdl 
atta has to be bought or an amount provided that will buy an equal area within 
thrc» miles. In big cities like Bombay, Calcutta or Madras, to acquire’ a bit of 
knd within three miles could not be of the same class as the land acquired. It 
must be different. Even a quarter of a mile would make a big difference iii k 
•city like Bombay, and therefore to put in a provision like this* appears to bb 
impracticable. It goes on to say; ” . . . . .and suitable for the same 

” How could in a big city land within a radius of three miles bo 

suitable for the same use. It must be within a very short distance. 

Then it goes on to say "the acquired land was being put immediately beforo' 
the date of its requisition . ...” That too seems to me to be impracticable. 

’Che land may be vacant land Generally it is and may be in a very valuablo 
locality. It was not put to any use and would have been built upon. Bui the 
wording is "and was being put immediately before the date of its requisition". 
H was put to no use before its requisition. It ought to be or was intended to ha 
Used. There was a bit of land. It could have been built on but it was vacanf 
hud therefore it ought to be the past tense also. I would like some explanation. 


Hr. Hanu Subedar: The whole of this section was intended to be ukefu) lot 
ksgriculturists whose land was taken and if my friend read it in the context ol la 
lannhr, whose land was taken away, the Whole thing aphVies, bfhaush W ^ 
«4bk. of ihe oases involved are with reference to farmers and it was out of regard 
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•to them that the Select Committee membera wanted to have it like this. So far 
as my friends comment is concerned, the only part which would apply city 
land is the 100 per cent. By no stretch of imagination can we apply the pro- 
-vious use, or the three mile ladius or a like value nt all. Therefore, we felt if 
We are to deal satisfactorily from the point of view of tho rural population, ,we 
were doing a service if it ivns this way Besides it was an improvement over 
iGovernment’s previous proposals I agree that such a clause would penalize a 
‘good many city men whose property Government would acquire 

Rai Bahadur Devendra Mohan Bhattacharyya: At the time of requisition 
paddy vias selling at its. 1-4-0 a iiiamid. Now it is lis. 6-4-0 a maund and .that 
thoivs that the p ice of agricultural land has gone up by 600 times. If you pay 
him only at double that rale, he will not be .ible to secure that bind 

Mr, Mann SabedAi; I a^roo with wy friend, but we had to strike a rough 
margin of equitj According to us he will get the original value and 100 per .cent, 
more He will get the full compensation m order to replace a like amount of 
land in the neighbourhood 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: (The llonouralilc Member spoke m Hindus- 
tani For Hiridustaii' text see Appi'iidix lo tlie Debiti's for th-’ lOnglish 
translation given below — hd of 1> ) 611 , my mend Mr. Manu Subedar says that 
his amendment is r.n agreed amendment. Any opposition to it will therefore be 
academic It is not proper to say anything against it at present but I should say 
this much that this amendment would have been of the nature of 'an agreed 
amendment only if the peisons who were on the Select Committee and who 
decided against tho Bill m tho Select Committee were consulted. If it had been 
done with their agreement it would have been better. They would have then no 
"cause for complaint To do so behind their back is against tho principles of 
democracy. I have a complaint that when decision was taken I was also a 
imember of the Select Committee bub I was never informed of it otherwise 1 
would have certamlv said that I did not like the thing Now since they have 
given a decision and Mr. Mann Subedar and other members are all respectable 
T will say only this much that the people, for whose benefit Mr. Manu Subedar 
«ays this decision was taken, will receive no benefit — nay sheer injustice will be 
done to them. A man, who knows rural life, understands that if land is given 
to an agriculturist at a distance of three miles from Ins old land he will receive 
ino benefit. This amendment does not contain even thip provision that canal 
Ijand will be given for canal land. This amendment is nothing but an eye-wash. 

The second thing is that it will be sheer injustice if they are paid 100 per 
cent, price I will tell the Defence Secretary that if the price of land has in- 
creased in Urban areas from 300 to fiOO per cent., do not the people of Urban 
areas then deserve justice? Have they not families? Is their money not for 
their comfort? If it i.s, why justice is not done to them What is this that vou 
do justice to the people of rural areas and leave aside the people of tho urban 
areas. Should the same justice and sympathy be not meted out to the people 
of the urban aieas which is meted out to the people of the rural areas? I do nol 
for one moment allow that justice should not be done to tho people of the urban 
areas or their rights should not be preserved I have already given many reasons 
to prov^e that it is quite umiist Tf the House want ’t T have no objection Tf 
the House want that the Government shall confiscate half portion of the pro- 
perty of every member of the Assembly it can do so but the House have no 
power to lay down that the lands which were taken on condition that they will 
he returned should not he returned to their owmers. If a person whose land was 
acquired had been paid the price at that time he would have made a fourfold 
profit by its legal use Tf the price has increased there is no reason that his 
land should be confiscated without paying him that price. For whose benefit 
|ie is to make this sacrifice? War was fought bv the British and Abdullah anfi 
^am Ohander should lose their land This is not justice. They should get tlie 
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market value of their properties. Oovemment, however, have not done this. 
They themselves made a law in 1939 that prices should be paid according to the 
market value. This was in force up to 11th December 1945. From 9 months 
the law was changed that they shoum got the price current at the time the pro- 
perty was requisitioned. Now, that the war has been terminated for quite a 
long time there seems no reason why the^ should not be given the price to which 
they are entitled Tf the Bouse says In, it the agreement is against it I do not 
want to say anything. But 1 will say that the amemlmeut is beneficial neither 
to the people of the rural areas nor of the urban areas nor to the Government. 
If the Government would pay more price it will pay with one h.uul and get back 
'with the other because lots of taxes such as mcomc-tax, lupor-tax, (’.apital Gains 
‘Tax etc are to be paid on the price. In this way inoie than 50 per cent is 
realized 1 should say why is this sui witiiout any oujoyuient is being . com- 
mitted 1, therefoie say that the pioposcd .imendmciit is unjust even if the 
House agrees to it 

Sit. K. V. OadgU: Sir, the great Machiavelli said; “Property is the source 
of all evil” and a bad government makes the evil worse It they had acquired 
the properties somewhere at the beginning of the war, much of the trouble that 
we are witnessing would have been completely avoided The attitude of the 
Government then was to acquire straightaway as little us possible but to take 
as much as possible on lease believing, shortsightedly as usual, that the whole 
war would be a short-lived affair. But not only was the war a prolonged one but 
the results have been much more than anybody could have expected. The point 
is this. Those who had to part with their lands, must either get 
back their lands or get a fair price. I understand that 80 per 

cent, of the lands occupied by the Government under the Defersce of India Buies 
were rural and a small portion was in the urban areas of this country. In the 
rural areas prices have not gone up so much as was sought to be made out by 
my Honourable fnend Pandit Thakur Das Bhargava So far as the urban areas 
are concerned undoubtedly prices have gone up In between the time when the 
lands or properties were acquired and now, every owner or whosoever was en- 
titled to get any compensation for use and occupation has been paid not only 
the reasonable rent but much more than that I do not think any complainta 
have been made on that account I may give one mstanee. When property was 
acquired at Dchu Boad the amount of rent that was fixed and is being paid by 
the Military Department is so much that even now it represents a higher rate 
of rent than is available in the surrounding area If the Government does nol 
want land, it has got to release it. My first request to the Government would be 
to release as much as they can and ns the amendment moved by my friend 
Pandit Bhargava is accepted by the House, things h,i\(. miproverl Tf the 
owner is prepared to take back his land without asking foi compensation, the 
Government now is bound to give it. There remains only one category, under 
which it wifi, be necessary for the Government to acquire land and that is defined 
in Clause 5, sub-clause 3 (a) That means a very small percentage If the 
prices ha^e risen, 1 want to ask one simple questioii. Has the owner done any- 
thing towards the increase? What is his contribution towards the increase of 
price on account of which he now claims that he should have the whole of it? 
In fact on principle, I am even against the amendment which has been moved 
bv my Honourable friend Mr Manu Subedar. Government should not acquire 
anything permanently allow lands to remain on lease till prices (ome down, so 
that ultimately the owners will be willing to take back the land as it is without 
any compensation Government can certainly play that waiting game. But if 
Government is anxious to purchase the land, then the question arises, with whose 
tmoney Government is going to purchase it? There are properties in Bombay, 
Calcutta and other urban -centres, where prices have gone up tremendously. It 
is obvious that the money must come from the poor taxpayer. But I am pre- 
pared to accept this amendment as a sort of vta media One hundred per cent. 
rntcTease is also too much but in certain cases some principle has got to be 



lkoislativIs assemelV 


||i7TH Mak. i047 


266S 

tSjt. N. V. Oftdgil] 

Accepted. In tlie Town Planning Act, Mr. Deputy President, you know vra 
well that 60 per cent, of the hnal value is taken from the person who owns the 
property !for the improvemeutfl thut are likely to take place. At mual 

take 50 per cent. As far as oae is able to see prices have gone up 200 per cent, 
and if we can give 100 per cent, increase to the owner certainly it is ~not so 
negligible as is sought to bo made out by my friend Mr. Bhargava. TherefOTe 
instead of giving them the full market value of today what is proposed under the 
amendment moved by my Honourable friend Mr. Maiiu Subedar is fftir snd just 
in the circumstances. It is much better from the taxpayers point of wew than 
would be the case, if matters were entirely left as my friend Mr. Bhargava 
desires Therefore I support this amendment. 

lb. Deputy President: The question is: 

■‘That for clause 6 of the Bill the following itause be substituted, namely . 

‘6 (1) lu respect of the continued subjection of requisitioned land to requisition 
uiidei tnu Act or the Ordinance, compcnoati.m shall be deterniined and paid 
in accordance with the provisions of .section 19 of the Defence of India Act, 
1938, and of the i tiles made thereunder : 

Provided that all agreemenls and awards under the said section In respect of 
the payment of compensation for the period of ro.qiiisition before the expiry 
the said Act shall continue to be in loice and shall apply to the payment of 
compensation foi the period of requisition after such expiry. 

12) In respect of any acquisition of requisitioned land under this Act or the OrdinanCfc, 
the amount of compensation pa,' able shall be such sum as would be sulflcibnl ao 
purchase at the market late prevailing on the date of the notice under seclioA 
o a piece of land equal in area, to, and situated within a distance oi three 
miles from, the acquired land, and suitable for the same use as that to which 
the acquired land was boins! pnt imtncdiaielj hefuie the date of its requisition 
or a sum equivalent to twice the market value of the acquired land on the 
date of its requisition, whichever i.» less; and such amount shall be determined 
and paid in a-'coidance with the procedure set out in the aforesaid section 19 
and the rules made thereunder. 

(3) For the purposes of sub-seition (1) all the piovisions of the aforesaid section 19 
and of the rules mailo thereuiidei . and loi the pui poses of sub section (2) such 
of those provisions as relate to matters of procedure, shall be deemed io be 
continuing in force’." 

The motion was adopted. 

Kr. Deputy Presidant: The question is: 

' That clause 6 as -iiiiendcd stand part of the Bill ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Claitse 6 as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: Sir 1 beg to move- 

"That for sub-clause (2) of clause 7 of the Bill the following sub clause he substituted, 
W, mely 

‘(2) Every person required lo furnish such information as is refeired to in sub-sectloh 
(I) shall be deemed to be legally hound to do so within the rreanmg of sections 
175 and 176 of the Indian Penal Code’.’*' 

The present section as it reads deals with two classes of cases firstly, those 
in which information is required to be furnished and the information is not given 
and secondly, cases in which wrong or false information is given. It peneliflM 
both kinds of cases My amendment is directed to one aspect of the case oni.y, 
because according to Section 193 of the I. P C the other thing is provided in 
that Code and need not be referred to here. This amendment has been taken 
from Section 10 of Act I of 1894 and the words used are practically the same. 
That stftioii required that any person who was ordered to furnish particular in- 
formation was bound under law to furnish that information and in case he did 
not furnish he was held to be guilty of the offence under Sections 175 and 170 
of the Indian Penal Code. Act I of 1894 is the law of-the land and these tempo- 
rary meaBure* are all make shifts or substitutes to that provision and as kueh 
ibese must be corelated to that Act, which is based on almost univemtil prln- 
eiples. I beg to suggest to the House that this is enough for our purposes, if <*• 
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3 jm} 23 tit|ute thiB. amendment for the proposed jttovisioa. I am glad tha|t the 
H^ourable th« Defence Becret&ry has been pleased to say that he is agrecabla 
tft accept it. X therefore beg to move the amendment. 
iPaputy. PieAidsnt : Amendment moved : 

"Th»t for Bub-rlanae (2) of clause 7 of ihe Uill iht following sub-clause be substitutAdb 
namely ; 

‘(2) Every person lequired to fuinish such infoimation as is referred to in sub-section 
(1) shall be deemed to be legally bound to do so within the meaning of sections 
175 and 176 of the Indian Penal Code’.” 

Mr. O. S. Bhal]a: As I indicated previously, Government have no objection 
to accepting the principle of the amendment moved by my Honourab^ friend 
Mr. Bhargava. Now that the war is ov^ we wish to come back to normal eondi' 
tions as far as possible. Therefore we do not wish to have severer powers than 
are necessary. But 1 suggest that instead of Sections 175 and 176 of the Xodhm 
Penal CCide, Sections 176 and 177 should be substituted, because Section 176 
relates to omission to produce document to a public servant by a person legally 
hound to> produce it. There is no question ^ producing such document here. 
Section 176 refers to omission to give notice of information to a public servant 
a person, legally bound to give it and Section 177 refers to fiKuishing f^Ise. infor- 
mation. These are the two Sections which we wish to be incorpeitatod iwtiier 
than Sections 175 and 176. 

Mr. Deputy President: I suppose the Honourable Member has no objeetion 
to this. 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: After hearing what the Honourable Member 
said about the Sections 1 think reference to Sections 17& and 177 m# bo mote 
appropriate than to Sections 175 and 176 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is. 

"That for sub vlauso (2) of clause 7 of the' BiH the fallowing siib-tlau>« be 

‘(2) Every nerson required to furnish such information as is referred to in subsection 
(1) shall be deemed to be leeallv bound to do so within the meaning of seetioni 
175 and 176 of the Indian Penal Code’ ” 

The mot on was adopted. 

Mr. Deputy President; Tho qiication is: 

"That clause 7 as amended, stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 7, as amended was added to the Bill. 

Sreejut Echini Kumar Chaudhuri: I beg to oppose clause 8. If this clause 
is deleted the structure of this piece of legislation will not in the least be aSeoted 
and the Government will not be deprived of the powers which they seek under 
-tins Act. On the other hand, if the powers are delegated to an officer it will be 
very undesirable to delegate such extraordinary powers as are being given under 
this Act to an officer. Once they are delegated to an officer and once that 
officer exercises those powers Government will be powerless to interfere with the 
order passed by that particular officer. When you are investing Government 
with such extraordinary power there should be no provision for the delegation of 
the powers to any officer. I therefore hope that the House would agree to thik 
clause being deleted. This does not affect the legislation at all, 

Mr. D. S. Bholja: I suggest that the proposition made by my Honourable 
friend is not a prsctical one. Neither the Central Government no’* the Provin- 
cial Government can themselves per^'orm the various functions which are des- 
cribed in the other clauses of the Bill. They must perform these functions 
tfnoueh their agents. For instance when a land has to be requisitioned, it ia 
the Collector of the district who can requisition it. Even the Collector himsdf 
is not in a position often to do this himself and he has tp dplegpte bis powers fit 
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Sreejut Kunuu Ohaudhuii: On » personal explanation, Sir. 

I am afraid I have not been understood by my Honourable friend There is no 
bar to the enquiries and everything of that nature being done by the officer, but 
the final direction should always be passed by the Government and not by an 
officer. 

Mr. O’. S. Bhal]a; We cannot, Sir, naake a distinction like that. In order t® 
enable Government to carry out the various functions under the Bill it is neces- 
sary that Government should delegate some of those functions d;o their agents. 
Frima facte it is impracticable I therefore oppose the motion. 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

"That clause 8 stand part of the Bill." 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 8 was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 9 and 10 were added to the Bill, 

Mr. Shavax A. Lai (Government of India: Nominated Official): Sir, I beg 
toi move: 

■ “That in aiih clause (1) of danse 1 of the Bill, for the figures ‘1946’, the figures ‘1947’ 
be Bubetituted. " 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

I "That in sub-clause (1) of clause 1 of the Bill, for the figures ‘1946’, the figuree ‘WV 
be eubstituted.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr! Deputy President: The question is: 

"That clause 1, as amended, stand part of the Bill " 

The motion was adopted. t 

Clause 1 as amended was added to the BUI. ] 

The Title and the Preamble were added to the BUI. 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: Sir, I move: 

"That the Bill, as amended, bo passed.” 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is; | 

“That the Bill, as amended, be passed ‘ ’ 

The motion was adopted. 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrlgar (Commerce Member): Sir, I beg to 

move; 

“That the Bill to continue for a limited period powers to prohibit or control import* ' 
and exports, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration “ 

The House is aware that when this Bill was introduced I explained the 
urgency of passing legislation of this character. The economy of the country is 
now undei going a change from a wartime economy to a peacetime economy and 
we find that there is a great shortage of several articles and commodities in the 
country. Unless we restrict the export of these commodities and articles, the 
people of this country will be put to great hardship. On the import side we 
have to choose which commodities and articles should be allowed to be imported 
into the country and how best we should utilise the exchange which is available 
to us Incidentally we have to ensure that the imports do not result jn killing 
any industries in the country. During the war the powers of controlling the 
imports and exports were vested in Government as a result of the Defence of 
India Act and Rules After the Defence of India Rules ceased to be enforoedf 
an Ordinance was passed for the purpose of continuing those powers. That <«rdi- 
nance expires on the 24th March 1947. It is necessary that these powers shmild' 
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be vested iu Government before that day. The Bill was referred to the Select 
Committee and the question was fully discussed in the Select Committee. The 
only changes made by the Select Committee are in the definition clause, clause 
2 and the addition of new clause 6 regarding the cognizance of offences. It has 
been found necessary to provide that no Court shall take cognizance of any 
offence punishable imder section 5 except upon complaint in writing made'by n 
Customs Collector or by an ofiBcer of Customs authorised in writing in this behilf 
by a Customs Collector and no Court inferior to that of a Presidency Magistrate- 
6r a Magistrate of the fiist class shall try any such offence. This is to prevent 
certain frivolous or malicious prosecutions being launched against some persona 
without any authority from Government. With these changes, the Select 
Committee has accepted the other provisions of the Bill and 1 hope the House 
will pass the Bill as it is. 

j Hr. Deputy President: Motion moved : 

‘ “That the Bill to continue for a limited period powers to prohibit or control import** 
and exports, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. ’* 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson (Bengal European): Mr Deputy President, Sir, when I 
moved for reference of this Bill to Select Committee you will remember that 
there were no less than 3 Select Committee motions on the Order Paper. It will 
therefore come as a bit of surprise to you that after these three Select Com- 
rfaittoe motions the Bill should come back in substantially the same form as that 
ih which it went to the Select Committee. It will also come as a slight surprise- 
to you that after the long and very interesting and very definite debate on the- 
question of controls that took place in this House two or three days ago, in spite 
of the unanimous feeling in this House that controls should be restricted by 
every possible means, even in spite of that feeling in the House, this Bill Bat 
oome back more or less unaltered. So, Sir, I find myself at a considerable 
disadvantage in speaking about a Bill which seems to me to carry a number 
•f inoonsistenoies. 

In the first place this Bill is a perpetuation of a war measure. I consider 
that it is necessary to consider in connection with this Bill bow many of the 
clauses covered by this Bill are really war clauses, whether" the purpose for which, 
those provisions were made is still necessary to be fulfilled. Let me for instance 
just quote very briefly from clause 3(1) (b) which says- 

"The Central Oovernment may, by order published in the official Garette, make provi- 
sion for prohibiting, restricting or otherwise controlling, in all cases or in specified classe* 
of cases, and subject to such exceptions, if any, as may be made by or under the order,— 

the bringing into any port or place in British India of goods of any specified 

description intended to be taken out of British India without being removed from the ship 
or conveyance in which they are being carried.” 

What was the purpose of this clause? Clearly it was to control goods which- 
it was thought might go to a foreign country and might be used against us in 
the war By this means all the ports in our great coast line were forbidden for 
a certain class of goods What is the value of that clause today? Can the 
Commerce Member tell me what value that clause will be to him? We have 
fiort rules to protect the country in the case of bringing m explosives, things that 
are dangerous but what is the use of this clause? I suggest that it is really a. 
war time measure, which is being carried forward in pence time. That being so, 
T suggest that there is still room for considerable examination of this Bill. 

Let us go ]ust a little bit further and consider clause 8(2). This enhances 
the penalty that an importer shall suffer for importing goods or otherwise mis- 
behaving under the terms of this Bill. Why were these penalties enhanced? 
Because in war time, Government could not risk these offences being committed 
and 80 they raised the penalties that the Customs could impose on a person who 
contravenes these provisions. ■ Do not think for one moment that that particular 
clause is the only penal clause under this Bill. At the end of it you will find' 
provisions whereBy if the provisions of this Bill are contravened a man may not 
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onlj' Be fined witliout Imnt but may also be sent to prison, Why then mcreas» 
^e powers of a non-judicial officer to punish the importers. Once ugum 1 suggest^ 
. that that ahov\s that in tiuualerring these war measures to peace tune very much, 
qiore consideration has to be given. 

Now, Su*, the Bill as it stands before the House is to be mforce for three 
years. In other words this House, m spite of the clearly expressed opinion thatf 
it gave regarding controls generally two or thiee days ago is now jirepared to 
give Government blanket powers in the question of complete control of thq, 
imports and exports lor a period of three years without qualification. Is that, 
consistent with the opinion expressed by this House V Would it be consistent 
with the views of Prof. Ranga who, although he was not satisfied with the replj^ 
of the Honourable Member for Industries and tJupplies, yet withdrew his motion? 
When Prof. Ranga said that, there were signs of the cracking of the “whip” and 
may he m this question also we shall hear the cracking of the “whip”. But in 
spite of that, 1 stilL suggest that tlua Bill requires more cons deration, that ilk 
handing out blanket powers of a very wide nature to the Government this Bjoun 
wiHi be acting mconsistently. 

Sir, the House will have noted that I have attached to this Bih a minut^.g^ 
dissent which enumerates some of the pomts which require alterations on An, 
door of the House. I should have hked other matters in the Bill to have beep, 
^tered aa well and as 1 said when I moved for reference to Select Cofnifiittee^ 
this, was a matter which should not have been rushed through in two or three 
days or two or three weeks or even in two or three months. The question of th#, 
yassfer of war legislation to peace conditions is really a matter for circulation. 
H IS roalty a matter on which we should have taken opinions from all interested 
parties by circulating the Bill at the beginning of the last session. That would 
have been the proper way to deal with it. I personally have no legal abilities og 
propensities but I am not satisfied that m placing this legislation on the statute* 
boot, we are doing so with full consideration of whether we are not trans'erring^ 
to the statute-book provisions which were meant for war times and not for peace 
times, 1 know th&t the Honourable the (Commerce Menib' r wil? tell "no t’'at 
the times are still abnormal and I will agree with him, but T will not agree wit^t 
him that we should now legislate in the same manner as we would have legislat- 
ed two or thice years ago. There are different considerations at stake, there 
should be different penalties and there should be different provisions. The poinf, 
which I particularly brought to his notice regarding the use of sub-clause (b) of 
clause 3(1) should I think give him matter for thought and perhaps when he 
replies to this debate, he will explain to this House what particular powers wMcH 
are not now m existence he requires to use by providing this sub-clause 3(I)(b) 
in this Bill. And tliat is my instance 

Now, Sir, I merely wanted to make those few remarks in order to make the 
position of iny Group clear regarding this Bill. We have no intention whatever 
in holding up legislation which we know is absolutely necessary and which, we 
know must becomo law by the 2ofh March But if there is any impatience on 
the part of the Government Benches or on the part of anyone in this House for 
the amendments that we h.ave put forward and for the delays which those 
amendmenis naturally entail, T wall suggest to those complainants that the 
fault is not ours As the situation is, we are passing legislation. We are turn- 
ing war time legislation into peace time legislation, in my opinion, with undue 
haste This is not the onlv measure in which we shall have to think this matter 
over carefullv Some of the Bills introduced th's morning equally are measure* 
which applif'd tn war conditions and which will now need to he transferred to 
peace conditions, and I still must say rcgret^illv that it is wrong that there 
-should be this rush legislation So, Sir, I shall explain the amepdments. in 
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greater detail \vlieii the tune comes for moving them, and, iu the meantime, w» 
on this side will support the motion lor consideration. • . 

Mr. P. B. Gk)le (Berar: Non-Muhammadan); Mr. Deputy President, I agiQ0 
with my Honourable triend Mr. Lawson that this is a Bill of very tar-reacoiiig ^ 
importance and it will have to be considered m detail betore it is rushed through 
so hastily. In fact, it would have been much better if a Bill of this nature;- 
although it IS a very short one, were circulated for eliciting public opmion there- 
on. At the time when it was referred to jbhe Select Commitite we were told 
that the period of Ordinance expires by the 25th March and it is necessary to 
have those powers which the Ordinance gave them for some time more. In fact, 
the House at that time had perhaps no time to consider the provisions of the Bill 
and the effects ot the Bill on the cxpoib and import trade. Since it was referred 
to the Select (Jomnuttee, we have had sufficient time to consider it. Eeally 
speaking, I find that in vlev^ of the existing law, it is unnecessary to have such 
wide powers m peace times It was all right when the war was on, but m peace 
conditions I do not see any necessity for these powers. The object of the Bill 
seems to be to restrict imports and exports, and if the Government possesses 
those powers under the existing law, I do not see the necessity ot having a new 
enactment. In fact, 1 may draw your attention to section 19 of the Bea 
Customs Act That section provides that the Central Government may, from 
time to time, b}' notification m the official Gazette, prohibit or lestrict the brmg- 
iiig or taking by .seu or by laud oi goods of auy speoihed description mto or out 
of British India That gives sufficient powers to the Government to restrict or 
jirohibit any impoit or export ol goods This law stands fiom 1878 and if these 
powers are alicady Nested in the Central Government, I do not see the necessity 
of this war time legislation being continued even during the peace times What 
I am ntraid of is that under the powers that are being given under Bill there will 
bo widespread corrujition, nepotism .uid lavouutism and that should be avoided 
in peace times at least I suppose, as ivas just now observed by my Honourable 
iiieiid Mr Lawson, so lar as contiols arc concerned, they are no longer wanted 
They ^le being lesented and I think the controls, apart from the merit or de- 
ment of them, liave domorali<-ed the societ) to such an extent that all of them 
are stinking into the nostiila oi eveiybody ' It is tine that controls are a neces- 
saiy omI sometimes ami theicloic fox some time tlioy should be continued. In 
iact, the otliLi (lav, while discussing the cut motions, lood was a factor which 
was excluded lioin the de-coiitrolling because we find India today is in the grip 
of famine 'riieiuloie ^or some time equal distribution of food is a necessity and 
lor that puipose control may be necessai) , although it may bring m its wake 
certain uiKlesuablc lactoxs. But it is not so here So lar ns powers to restrict 
exports and iiiipoits are concerned, as was just now observed by the Honourable 
Member in cliarge, and in order that the imligenou.s industries may not be affect- 
ed, that pow( V does exist today. For instance, even after the Ordinance was 
inomiilgated and which Ordinance is going to oxjnie on the 2.0^ March, I find 
goods, not of necessity but ol luxury, are being Hooded in the market and I do 
not see any attenijit being made on the jiart of the Government to restrict such 
goods On the contrary, they are coming m such large numbers and at such 
high prices that n is very difficult to control them. [ do not understand why the 
Honourable Member in charge has not taken any steps to check them. He hails 
from Bombay and lie must h.ive noted what is happening. Although he has got 
the powers under the Ordinance, he has not controlled them so far. But my 
view is this that in taking these powers under the new Act and this is going to 
remain on the statute book for three years, there is the further danger of cor- 
ruption and demoralisation Sir, we are living in days of democracy and we 
expect at least the fundamental principles of democracy to be observed. That 
fundamental rule of democracy is that such wide powers should not be given to 
-Government and no individual member should be restricted and Government 
should be given the least powers where these would be absolutely necessary, but 
ibeyond this to give wide powers in the same way as they are sought to be taken 
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{Ml P li Uolt J 

under this Bill it is mosi d ii?„iioua to deiiioiiae^ 1 tlitiefort tliiuk tliab msteacl 
of lyuriQg this Bill it «e lind lienid something tiuin the Honourable Membei as. 
to section 19 ot the Sea Customs Act i« not effective and not enough, but 
fuijther more [uwoi^ “iit. icqiiiud in ordei h iistiict iiiioit and export of 
5 »w cirtmi (oinmodities then I would lla^L mij well understood 
itr. Deputy President It (ho Honouiabk Moiabei will lake some more 
time (o finish bis speefh tlun thi House will il]Oiiin now 

Mr P B Qole 1 will t d i sour moic tinn bn 
Mr. Deputy President llu Iloust will mw idjomn 

The Abspinl l\ linn idpnniu 1 lill J Icvui oi (li (1) k on ikiebd the 18bh 
Afaixih 1947 



LEGISIATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Tuesday, 18tfe March, 1947 

'file Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House art) 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr. Q. V. Mavalankar) 
ill the Chair. 


MEMBER SWORN 

Ml' Manpilore Puroshotain Pai, ML A (Go\criim<‘nt oi India Noiiimated 
Ofhcml; 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 

Rolling Stock bngaged in Running Mh-itaky Special Train. 

' 1005. ’Seth GUvmd Das: Will the Honourablo the Railway Member be 
111 eased to state 

(a) the number of military specials run bv Govcininent from June 191G to 
December 1946, and 

(b) the number of rolling stock which is still engaged in running these nnli- 
tni.v specials, and whether .iiiy attempts are being made to reconvert it for 
civilian use? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Mihtarv ti.ims are divided into two 
eategorie-J Military Mail trauiij which inn ,it rcgiibn mtorvals between, speci- 
fic stations carying Service peisonnel on leav rn dntv as iiidividmils or small 
paities and Military Special tianis which are imi as lequiied for large parties 
of Service personnel. During the period June lo December 1946, 2851 Mili- 
tary Mails and 912 Military S|)eci,il tiains weic lun 

(b) The latest information available w up to the 28tli February 1947, on 
which date 627 coaching velmh's of v.uious cl.isscs were still retained bv the 
Defence Department for their c.xclusive use Since the cessation of hostilities, 
the Defence Department have been relenting rolling stock as and when it has 
become surplus to nnlitarv rrquiieirients and these releases continue The 
Railway Board have tinoughoiit kept in clc«!e loucli w'lth the Movements 
Directorate, G H.Q (I) with a view to eii'-uniig that coaching stock is re- 
turned to rail.wajs as speedily as possible (’oacliing stock leleased by the 
Defence Department is plaeed in civilian service as quickly as the necessary 
repairs and reconditioning pcrimt. 

PUBOHASB OF RUSSIAN NEWSPRINT BY VENEZUELAN GOVBBNMENT 

(1006. *Seth Gtovlnd Das; Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies please state- 

(a) whether Onverninent are aware that the Venezuelan Government have 
bought 4,000 tons of Russian newsprint for about Rs. 30 lakhs; 

fhl whether the Government of India have approached the Soviet Govern 
ment wdth n demand for newsprint; and 

(c) if so whether there is any possibility of getting newsprint from the 
U S, 8 R “ 


t Answer to this nuestion Isid on the teble, the qeestioner bei^ ebseat. 

( *0«5 ) 
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Mr. M. P. Pai: (a) No. 

[b) and (c). Some offers of supply have been received from suppliers of 
liussian newsprint and those have been passed on to the trade. It is under- 
stood that orders have been jdaued by sonie firms for liussian newspnnt end 
others are uridei negotiation. 

Manufaotube of Dyestuffs in India 

1007. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state w hat hnancial interest the Government of India have 
in the proposed scheme for the iiianufucture of dyestuffs in India? 

(b) What IS the Set-up of this scheme and what is the role of the Tata 
Company and the Imperial Chemical Industries therein? 

(e) Have Government any particulars of the proposal or the negotiations? 

(d) Have the terms been already fixed, or are they under negotiation? 

(e) Did Government depute Dr. Venkatarainan to Germany and to meet 
olFiceis of the Imperial Cheniicol Industries in Europe and, if so, ni what capa- 
city and on what terms? 

(f) What was the cost incurred by Government? 

Mr, 11. P. Pai: (a) The Goveinment of India June no financial mteicst m 
the BCt-up referred to in Clause (b) or in any other schoine for the manufac- 
ture of dyestuffs m India i 

(b), (c) and (d) I understand that some negotiations are in progress for 
the formation of ti Tata ICI combine for manufuctiiririg dyestuffs lu India, 
but beyond tliat Goveniment have no information 

(oj Dr. Venkatarainan was one of 48 techmciaiii, selected and sent by the 
Goveniment of India to Geimany to study and report on the development 
in technique in various industiics during the war Their reports wore to be 
submitted to the British Intelligence Objectives Sub-Committee (under whose 
aiif-jnces those \is ts weie .iiianged) and also direct to the tlovernment .,1 
Indi.i with reference to the development of Indian Jndustnes Dr Venkata- 
rainan investigated the Hyestuffs Industry. He has returned to India, and 
liN report is awaited 

Ho was a technical consultant of Messrs Tata Sons Jjtd for their Dyestuffs 
project before he visited Geimnny; and in that <apacity he visited the T.C I 
factories during his brief stay m England belore he visited Germany. On 
completion of his work in Gcrinunv ho, proceeiled to the USA where he 
studied the dyestuffs onramsatioii-, and elieinical industries (on behalf iff 
Tatas)— for which the expenses were not borne by the Government of India 

(f) The expenditure incurred bv tlic G.overnmeiit of India on his deputation 
to German V was about Tls .1,0(10 

Mr. Manu Subedar: The Honourable Member said that they have no in- 
formation with regard to paits (li). (o’) and (dl Mav I know if Oovermnent 
are using the Capital Registr.ation Depart.ment or their own department or 
som ' otlicr machinery for getting information with regard to compact arrange- 
ments between Indians and foreigners and the terms and conditions in order 
to s"c that these are fair to India? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: This is specially « matter for consideration when an appli- 
cation Is actually made for the issue of capital or for the import of capital 
goods On the general issue there was a debate in this House about a month 
ago and the policy of Government should have been made fairly clear then. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Having regard to the criticisms of such ventures which 
are frequently coming out, will the Hcsiourable Member examine in his depart- 
ment the desirabilitv of issuing a press note giving Government’s general view 
as to the nature of these combinations? 
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Mr. M. P. Pti: Yes, Sir, the queetion will be considered. 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: Was Dr. Venkatarsnian sent to investigate the 
Ijossibijity of manufacturing amlme dyes in India? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: He was one of 48 technicians sent to Germany to study the 
development and technique in respect of various industries, and the intention 
Is that the reports sent by these technicians will be generally available to 
anybody in India. 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: 1 am talkmg of aniline dyes. After the last great 
war the ilritish, Americans and Frenchmen tried to got the secret of aniline 
and failed. 

Mr M. P. Pai: The purpose of his visit was to study the dyestuffs industry 
in all its aspects and not particularly in regard to aniline dyes. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: In view of many such combines coming into existence 
and many being in the olhng, will Government make the position clear that 
they do not view with equanimity tli^se combines which get into partnership 
with foreigners? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: That IS a general question on which the Advisory PliTiiiiing 
Hoard have made ceitam suggestions which are now under the consideration 
of Govornmeiit. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: When will Government finish the considerntion of 
that report and declare their policy? 

Mr. M, P. Pai: I elm hardly answer that and say how long they will take, 
the report is now before Goveniment. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: What steps are Government taking to safeguard 
Indian interests in the mo.sntime? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: There arc means by which Government can check any un- 
desirable combinations (a) through the check exercised tlirough capital is'-ucs 
control, and (b) through check exercised through impoit of capital goods 

Mr, Vadilal Lallubhai; J know they can check, hut are thev actually doing 
it ' 

Mr, M. P. Pal: Yes, Sir, Government are doing it 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: What steps are Government taking to encourage the 
establishment of a factory or a number of factories for tlie manufacture of 
dvostnffs in India? 

Mr, M. P, Pai: It will be left to private enterprise. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Is anything being done by private enterprise or by 
Gover.iment at present? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: Quite a number of companies have cither gone into forma- 
tioi or propose to go into formation for the production of dyestuffs in India 

Prof N. O. Banga: Are Government giving any specific encouragement to 
these people? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: No special encouragement is given,, but the same encourag'-- 
ment us is given to any industry of importance. 

SCHOlUtEUSHIFS TO INDIANS FOR TbAININO AT THS ImPXRIAL ChBMIOAL INDUSTRIES 

Works for the Manufacture of Dyestuffs 

1008. *Mr, Manu Snbedar; (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state how manv scholarships have been sanctioned for the 
training of Indian graduates at the Tmpenal Chemical Indiistiies Works m con- 
nection with the manufacture of dye-stuffs? 

(b) How many have been availed of and by whom? 
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(c) Do GoYernmeni propose to give an assurance to this House that the 
oohtrolling interest in this enterprise in India will be both directly and in- 
directly in Indian hands? 

Mr, M. P. Pai: (a) None 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Government will bear this in mind, whenever it is possible to shaipo it 
in that manner. 

Disposal of Timber by the Disposals Department 

1009. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state the amount of timber the Disposals Department got for 
disposal upto the latest available date when declarations of surplus were made 7 

(b) How much of this has been disposed of? 

(c) What is the range of prices realised for (i) Burma teak, (ii) country teak, 
.and (ill) other vaneties? 

td) How much has been retained by Central Government Departments? 

(e) Which are these Departments and for what purposes have they retained 
this timber? 

(f) How much has been taken over by the Provincial Governments and for 
what purposes? 

(g) Have Government taken any steps to see that the timber goes to th* 

coiisuiiicj.-., ! , p.ntics intcicslc'l in binld ng, .md, it so, what slcps ' 

Mr. M. P. Pai: (a) Supply Depaitmcnt’s holdings of timber on 1st January 
1946 were api)roximately 3,00,000 tons The whole of this stock was not a 
true surplus as Ceiitial Government ’s rcquireincnts were expected to continue 
(although at a reduced rate) throughout 1946 and delivery against certain 
outAtaiiding btilances had yet to be completed In additiai to the Supply 
DepartmenVs stoi'k.s, ail hoc, sin plus doclar.itions of timber weie tecoived from 
the Defence Services upto the end of 1946 toOdling approximated y 75,000 tons. 

(b) Apjiroximately 2,.36,.500 tons upto 31st December 1946 

(c) (i) Es 7 to Rs 30 per c ft 

(ii) Its 2-2-0 to Rs. 14-4-0 per c it 

(in) Es 0-12-0 to Es. 4-8-0 per c ft. 

(d) , (e) and (f) During the year 194Q, demands from Railways, Central 
Public Works, Defence and Food Departments of tho Central Government were 
mei to the extent of 47,000 tons. During the same period, the- Governments 
of U.P , C P and Bombay took over nearly 1,30,000 tons 

fg) The respective Provincial Governments who purchased timber are 
reslponsible for equitable distribution within their own fcerritorries. In the 
ca->e of other Provinces Provincial Forest Departments, who normally cater 
for the consumer s requirements within their respective areas act as Disposal 
Agents of the IAS Department. Since the bulk of timber has either been 
transferred to the Provincial Governments or is being disposed of by their 
Forest Departments, it can be assumed that the Provincial Governments con- 
cerned are looking after the requirements of the consumers. 

Mr. Hanu Subsdsr: Have Government examined the question as to whether 
Government Depnr^ments who take this timber are not merely holding it orer 
like dog in the n nuger and whether it is true that they are taking ovwr timber 
in larger quaTiti+i''s than they can use in the immediate future and in sojDon 
cases for some vears to come? 
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iCi. X. P. Pal: Government have no reason to tJiink that anj department 
is indentibg in excess of its requirements. All requirements are carefully 
exitniined and the volume erf demand is much below what it waS during recent 
jeavs. 

Mr. Kana Subedar: Is it a fact that large quantities have been taken for 
the Si’idri factory which they are not likely to use for the next two years and 
that by this policy the civil population are deprived of timber, which is scarce, 
for building houses? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: If the Honourable Member wants to know what quantity 
of timber has been taken over by Sindri factory, I want notice of this question. 

Shri Sri Frakaaa; Are not these tilings sold by auction and if so how is the 
price level, to which the Honourable Member referred, maintained? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: If the Honourable Member meams the timber which is sold 
on behalf of the Central Government the usual practice is to sell it by auction, 
though occasionally timber is sold by negotiation I have no information about 
Jhe manner in which the Provincial Governments sell their stock of timber 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Is it a fact that Government are permitiing from this 
disposal stock export of timber, which is very badly required in this country 
for Government and the civil population, to His Majesty’s Government or 
abroad, and, if that is so, will Government examine the position and stop all 
exports of timber from tlus country? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: No timber has been exported to Hib Majesty’s Government 
for ir long time, for at least a year so far as my memory goes One small lot 
has oeen exported from the West Coast It arose in Cochin and the Cochm 
Government gave us to understand that it was surplus to their requirements. 
It was a lot of jungle tirnber in which 1 do not think the people in the locality 
had any particular interest. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Is it not a fact that His Majesty’s Government are 
taking up timber from this country for ship-building purposes whereas this 
thriher is required for this country’s civil populakon as well as Government 
Will tile Honourable Member look into tliis matter and if that is so, will he 
ser- thnt no further cxpoits hike Tilace’ 

Mr. M. P. Pal: 1 will have it examined. 

Scarcity of Jctk Bags and its Effect on Price of Cement. 

1010. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for InduBtries 
and Supplies be pleased to state whether his attention has been drawn to the 
suggestion of Sir H P. Mody appearing in the “Free Press Journal’’ dated 18th 
January, 1947, that prices of cement should be raised, because of the difficulty 
in obtaining jute bags? 

(b) Have Government received such a suggestion officially? 

(c) What steps do Government propose to take to see that the conditions for 
the supply of jute bags improve and that prices of cement are not raised ? 

(d) Is it a fact that the total output of cement in India has been reduced 
and.Jf so, do Government propose to provide for increased output so as to 
reduce automatically the price per unit? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: (a) and (b). Yes, Sii The whole quebtion was very care- 
fully looked into and Government have agreed to incre.ase the price from Bs CO 
to ils. 6-5 per ton 

(o) The Honourable Member is doubtless aware that there is uow no con- 
trol on the price of jute bags. I would be grateful for any suggestions which 
may be made for improving the supply of jute bags. 
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(d) Tbo total output of cement has not gone down as compared with the 
prewvO figures although very recent figures show a slight downward trend. 

Mr. Maaa SatMdM: May I know why such a heavy increase as Be. 5 per 
ton has been agreed to merely because of the jute-bag issue, and since my, 
Honourable friend wanted suggestiona may I know whether second-hand bags 
could not be reconditioned for use 

Mr. President; Suggestions will not be permissible by questions and 
amswers. 

Mr. Mann Subedar: May I know then whether the increased cost of jute 
bags justifies an increase ofl Rs. 5 per ton in the price of cement, and may I 
also know whether there were any other reasons for which this incretise was 
agreed to? 

Mr M. P. Pal: The increase in the element of cost represented by jute bags 
come^ very nearly to Its. 5 per ton. 

Mr. E. 0. Kaogy: The Honourable Member referred to the downward trend 
in the output of cement. Is he m a position to say whether an enquiry has 
been made mto the factors that may have contributed to this trend? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: It is not very great, it is somewhere near 5 per cent. It 
is not so serious that the Government should investigate into the factors res- 
ponsible for it: 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy: Are the Government assured that the output will increase 
in the near future? 

Mr. M. P. Pal: What is holding up the supply of cement Is not so much 
production as transport. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa; Could the Honourable Member tell me where I could get 
some cement as I have not been able to get any thougli I have been m great 
need trying very hard to get it in Benares and .launpore? 

(No reply was given ) 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: May I ask whether the rise m the price of bags 
is due to the fact that bogs are not available, or whether it is "due to lack of 
traiispo.'-t facilities? Whirt are the reasons? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: It is due to an increase in the market price. When the 
control ivas on, jute bags were selling roughly at Rs. 37/8/- a hundred. The 
price today is, I believe, somewhere about Rs. 75 a hundred. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: What is the reply to my question? Where am I to get 
cement'’ 

Mr. President: Order, order Next question. 

Risk is Waobs asd Pricks and its Efkbot os Ooumoditibs 

1011. •Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state what steps Government are taking to see that the 
spiral of wages and prices does not aSect most of the commodities in India, in 
which production appears to have fallen, such as steel, paper, sugar, cloth and 
cement? 

(b) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of appointing a Price 
Board, which will go into these issues as and when they arise? 

(c) Have Government examined whether the units of production in all cases 
are economic and whether the necessity for raising prices cannot be avoided by 
increasing production? 

(d) How do the prices-oww-dutv of imported articles in the five categories 
mentioned in part (a) compare with the controlled selling prices in this country 7 
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Hr. M P. Pal: (a) The Qovemmenti are ever mindful of the efiect of a 
rise m wages and prices on the production of articles m short supply The 
prices of oil these commodities are le viewed periodically and ths interests of 
the consumer and the need for increasing production are kept in view when 
the prices are fixed There has been a steady decrease m the controlled 
prices of steel, paper and cloth since 1944 The production of paper, sugan: 
and cement has considerably mcreased as compaied with the prewar years 

(b) A Commodity Pneeg Board has been set up to go into these issues 

(c) Excepting a few Steel lie rolling Mills a few old Paper Mills and some 
Textile AIills, aO the units of production of the articles m question are believed 
to be economic Every possible step is being token to convert the uneconomic 
units into economic ones and technical advice and assistance for the procure 
meut cf machinery raw material, etc are given Every endeavour is bemg 
made to increase production of all comnioditicb in short supply 

^d) There has so far been no import of sugar and cement But it may be 
stated generally that retail selling prices of all imported articles of the hve 
categories in question are higher than the controlled selling prices of the indi 
genius articles of comparable quality A statement showing the ceding pnees 
of a f“w broad categories of indigenous and imported vrtules is laid on the 
table 



Pbioxs 

Do»oription 

Indigenous 

Imported 


Rh A r 

Rs A P 

I PAPER 

1 BI« oh»d pnntiaf piper 

0 7 S 

0 14 5 per lb 

2 Bls-iched writing paper 

( ) Cream laid or wove 

0^*83 
per lb plus ddition t 
price oi 3 piea p<v lb 
if supercalender 

do 

0 13 7 

(b) Bond* and ledger* 

0 7 5 

to 

0 14 5 

0 13 9 

3 WniU o..rtndge 

0 11 2 
plus additional price 
from 3 piee to 9 annas 
per lb for superoa 
imd r and rag finian 

0 7 5 

1 to 

' * -• 

1 0 10 

<( KimA paper 

0 7 3 

0 11 « 

5 White blotting 

0 8 3 

0 11 8 

to 

0 12 4 

0 U 11 



to 

10 4, 
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Pbicm 



Description 

1 Indigenous 

Imported. 



Bs. 

A. 

P. 


Bs. 

A. 

I. 

IX. CLOTH 








6 

H(vwy aheetmg (Course) 

0 

8 

1 


0 

11 

per yard 

7. 

Mieoting Grey (Medium) 

0 

8 

0 

U 14 

0 


8. 

Print Clotii (Mtsliuin) 

• 

8 

6 


12 

3 


t. 

L (vrn (Super fine) 

• 

13 

0 


13 

7 


40. 

Grey S loeting (fine) 

• 

6 

6 


9 

1 


11. 

Grey Mull (Super fine) . 

0 

U 

7 


2 

7 


12. 

WmteMuil (fine) 

0 

13 

6 


1 

4 

„ ■ 

m. STKKL 








13 

B r . .... 

235 

0 

0 


" 339 

322 

5 

9 per 

U. 

Joists. 

225 

0 

0 

■1 

12 

ton 

10 „ 

16. 

0,vlT.'.iused Sneets 

320 

0 

0 


610 

3 

2 » 

16. 

Tinplates ... 

. 523 

9 

7 

g 

>-] 

647 

10 

3 „ 

17. 

Billets 

166 

0 

0 


. 221 

6 

6 „ 


Mr. K&nu SubedRr: May I know why ‘paper prices are maintained so high 
and whether Government will not endeavour to make a re-examination of the 
control prices of paper jirodnced in this country'’ 


Mr M. P. Pai; The present prices were fixed, Sir, sometime last July or 
August, aftpi a very careful scrutiny, aui Government have no reason to 
think that the costs of production have gone down since then. 

Prof. V, Q. Bangs: With reference to part (c) what are the steps that Gov- 
erniiieiu are taking to help uneconomic units to come to economic levels of 
efiiciency 

Ml, M. P. Pai: It all depends on the' facts of each case 
Prof. W. O Banga: But has Government got any control, legislative or ad- 
nunisn utise, over the management of these industrial concerns to help or 
force tlici.i to incieas'e their level of efficiency and thus become economic units'* 
Mr, M P. Pai: There is no means of forcing them but our officers do visit 
thesi' 111. 11 s periodically and when they think anything should be done to im 
provi' production they give such advice ap they are cap.nblo of doing 

Prof, K. O. Banga: Who are those officers? How are they designated'’ 

Mr. M. P. Pai: They are on the staff of the Director Geneml of Industries 
and Supplies ; 

Mi. Manu Sntwdar: Will Govemmeut examine the proposal to suspend 
duty on the import of paper for one or two years until the much unsatisfied 
demand ior paper for book public»tion in this country is met by the import 
of paper from abroad? 

Mr. K. P, Pal: The Government do; not believe that a reduction of the 
impoit duty is likelj? to increase supplies. Most exporting countries work on 
the basis of certainj quotas to their own: normal customers, and the quota 
fixed for India is not likelv to go up merely because the import duty is reduced. 
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Mr. ' ilikllil Sabedar; 'Will Government examine the question with a view 
to neetrov th^. bhask-market? As soon as the suspension of import duty is 
announced, wOl not hoarded stocks of any paper come into the market? Is 
it not true that there are hoarded ^stocks? 

Mr, M. P. Pai: No, Sir I do not think it would be correct to say that 
there are hoarded stocks of paper In fact for the last few months, the paper 
position has been easier than it has been previously 

Dr. Zia ITddln Ahmad: Do I understand correctly that the abolition of the 
inipo't duty on paper will not tend to diminish the puce level in this country? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: It would reduce the price of the imported paper certainly. 
But il would have no effect on the prices of thr iiidipenous papers which are 
well below the price of imported pirper That apart, most of the imported 
papers consist of specialized cak'qoriea not produced in India and the prices 
of those categories would have uo eff'^ct on the prices of paper manufactured 
Aiul sold in India. 


PaicKs OF Motor Cabs. 

11012. *5eth Govind Dam: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Transport 
be pleased to state whether Government are aware that the prices of motor cars 
have gone up by about 80 per cent, since the de-control of their prices? 

(b) Is it a fact that Government gave an assurance that if the prices rise 
considerably, the control will be re-introduced? 

(c) Do Government propose to introdupe the control again? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) and (c) The Honourable Member 
IS referred to the reply given hy me on the 17th February , 1047, in this House 
t<' Question No 335, bv Sardar Mangal Singh 

(b) Government did jiot give aiiv assurance that Central conti'ol would be 
reintroduced if prices rose considerably 

Gotebnment Puechasb Mission fob Buyino or Machinery and other Capital 
Goods 

flOlS. *Seth Oovind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies be pleased to state- 

(a) whether Government have appointed a Government Purchase Mission 
for the selection and buying of machineries or other capital goods in other 
countries; and 

(b) if so, where they are stationed, their area of operation and their progress 
of work so far? ^ 

Mr. M. P. Pai: (a) and (b) Yes The Pureliasiug Organisations have been 
se:; up hy the Government of India to buy maclniierv and stores on its behalf 
in otb"" countries 

They are (i) The India Store Department located in Blackpool, England 
Its operations extend over Europe, and (ii) The India Supply Mission located 
in Washington, USA Its operations extend wer North America 

The piogress of work of these organisations depends on the orders placed 
on them by Government Departments m India, from time to time and 
naturally varies with the demands made. I place on the table a statement 
showing the approximate figures of value of store.s purchased by the two orga- 
risations during the past few years. 


f Aniwer to thu qaettion laid on tha table, tba qaeitioaer being abeent. 
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Statement ihoaatng the approrimata figure* of value of itore* purckaaed hp I. 3. D and 
/ S U. during tke po*t feia year*. 

Tndin Stor* Department, Blai kpool. 


Year 


1941 42 
1242-43 

1943- 44 

1944- 4S 
1946-46 


Re. 

(in lkhA> 
800 
1,800 
933 
1,364 
2,730 


Indian Supply Missian, Washington 


Year 

L/L PurohaBBS 
(in b khe) 

Non-L/L 1 
Purchases 
(in Iflkhs) 

Total 
(in l/ikbs) 


Rr. 

Rb. 

Rs 

1941 1 

643 

21 

664 

1943 

2,102 

43 

2,145 

1943 

2,710 

. 648 

3,362 

1944 

1,967 

.9,992 

6.949 

1945 

241 

371 

612 

1946 


2,423 

2,428 


Nationalisation of Road Tbanspobt 

tl014. *Mr. Abmed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Honourable Metnbei' for 
Transport please state the policy of Government in regard to Nationalisation of 
Road Transport? 

(b) Do Government propose to appoint a Committee to Tsonsider as to what 
extent the Provincial Governments’ proposals for Road Transport will affect the 
revenues of the Central and Provincial Governments? 

The HonouraUe Dr. John Matthai: (a) I would invito the Honourable 
Member’s attention to the reply given on the 28th October, 1946, to starred 
question No 3, asked by Sardar Mangal Singh. 

(hi No As I stated in this House when I introduced the Railway Budget, 
any expenditure on Railway participation in Provincial rood transport schemes 
will bi- ',ub]cct to detailed approval by the Standing Finance Committee. The 
effect of such schemes on Provincial revenues is entirely the affair of the Pro 
vin<v concerned 

1015. [Withdrawn] 


t Answer to this question loid in the table, the questioner being absent 
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STARRBI) QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

Food Situation in India in 1947 

tl016. *111. Aimed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food Depart- 
ment please make a statement regarding the food prospects in India during 
the year 1947? 

(b) What is the state of the harvests for 1947 and what are the prospects- 
of imports of foodgrains into India during the next six months ? 

Mr. X. L. Panjabi: (a) and (b). Owing to our being unable to obtain the 
imports we needed in 1946 we started 1^7 with low stocks. The stoek 
position, taking the country as a whole, has improved as far as rice is con- 
cerned but the effect of the poor wheat crop of last year and the fact that 
part of it was used to feed the deficit rice-eating South has led to acute wheat 
shortage at this time. Imports of wheat have bewi unequal to our needs and 
to-day thjugh there are sufficient overall stocks of all grains to support ration- 
ing there is a scarcity of wheat. The rice crop has been good in Bengal and 
fair in Madras, Bihar, Orissa and Eastern States It has been poor in Bom- 
bay, 0. P. and in parts of Sind. On the whole it is estimated that the out- 
turn of rice is better .than that of the poor crop of last year. As far as Bnbi 
is concerned the condition of standing crops is good in Northern India but 
severe damage by rust has been caused to the wheat crop in Central Provinces,. 
Hyderabad, Bombay, Central India and Qwalior. 

Wj shall continue to need imports on a large scale but no allocations have 
yet been made by the Intemationsl Emergency Food Council for the second* 
half year of 1947 and it is impossible to say at present how much we shall lie 
able to import and in what grains. 

Legislation fob Stabilisino the Aqbicultueal Economy of India 

U017. ‘Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture please state if Government propose to introduce legisla- 
tion to stabilise the agricultural economy of India’ 

(b) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of appointing an 
Expert Committee to consider measures for the removal of the pressure of 
population and raise the status of agriculture in the country? 

Sir Pharosa Kharagat; (a) Legislation affecting agriculture is primarily a- 
proviiicial responsibility, but in respect of Centrally Administered Aresa it is 
proposed to introduce legislation for the regulation of money-lending, for the 
relief of agricultural indebtedness, for the regulation of agricultural produce 
markets, for the consolidation of holdings and the prevention of fragmentation, 
fen- tenancy rights and for land development Further action will be taken in 
the light of the recommendations of the Committees oti Agricultural Finance, 
Land Utilisation, Agricultural Prices. Agriciiltiir.a.1 Maiketing and Co-operative 
Planning aijd Development which are all still nndoi consideration 

fb) Government do not consider another committee- necessarv. These 
matters have already been examined bv the Committees just mentioned ns 
also bs the Roval Commission on Agriculture and the Famine Commission. 
Mocpover, the several development schemes which are under the oonsideratioir 
of the Central and Provincial Governments will also, when put into operation, 
help to relieve the pressure on land by providing more opportunities for 
f mployment. 

Rbpobt ofthb Disposals ENOUTBTObMMrPTEH. 

1018. *SlirI D. P. Kamsrku: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Indua- 
Wes and Supplies be pleased to state whether the Disposals Enquiry Com- 
mittee appointed by Government by a resolution dated 17th October 1946 has 
submitted its report? 


t Answer to thie question laid on the t.»ble. the qncstioner being absent. 
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(b) If 80 , what are its conclusions on the various issues connected with its 
enquiry? 

(c) What action do Government propose to take on the Committee’s report? 

(d) If the Committee has not yet submitted its report, when is it Ukely 
to do so? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: (a) to (d). The Disposals Enquiry Committee’s Beport 
which 'iviis submitted on the Ist March 1947 was considered by the XHsposals 
Board on the 14th March 1947. The Eeport will be discussed with 4>he 
{Standing Advisory Committee of the Legislature for the Industries and Sup- 
plies iK'partment before final orders as’e passed The report and the deci- 
sions on the Eeport will soon be published. 

Prof. N. G. Rangft: Has this report covered the disposal of the various 
buildings that were built during the war and winch .are now being either 
destroyed or dismantled'^ 

Mr. M. P, Pai; I want notice of that question. 

Dr. Zla tTddin Ahmad: Will the report contain the discussion that the 
artificial raising of the prices of the articles in the disposal directorate have 
put up the price level throughout India? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: Since the whole report will be available shortly, there is 
U'l point to tell the Honourable Membei what is in it 

Dr, Zia Dddin Ahmad; Will the Honourable Member issue copies to tho 
Members of the Legislative Assembly? 

Mr. M. P. PM: Yes 

Dr, Zia Dddm Ahmad: Because I believe .. 

Mr. President: He has already replied to that. 

HaAz M. Ohazanfarulla; How many (inics uns the Coiainittcc presided 
over by the Chairman? 

Mr. M. P. Pal; I want notice 

Servants Compartments on Kailwats 

1019. *Shri Sri Prakasa: Will the Honouiable Member for Railways be 
pleased to state 

(a) whether Government are aware that railway compartments reserved for 
seivants arc occupied bv other passengoiv and tliat hoiia fide servants are 
crowded out; and 

(b) the exact rules regarding servants coining into the highei; classes in 
which their masters are travelling? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Oovermnent are aware that, on 
occasions, overcrowding in thud class compartments leads to passenger.s other 
than seivants of first and second class passengers, attempting to travel in 
seivants’ compartments, but it is by no means the c.ise that the servants 
tlicmselves cannot get accommodation in the.se compartments. Railway staff 
ha.’o standing instructions that servants are to be accommodated in servants’ 
compartments and upper class passengers can always call upon the guard or 
chocking staff for assistance, when the servants cannot secure accommodation 
btcausi! compartments reserved for servants are occupied by passengers not 
entitled to travel therein. 

(h) Principal rnilwavs allow servants in sole charge of 1st and 2nd class 
children passengers below 12 years of age, to travel in the same compartaient 
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as the children, on payment of fare for the next lower class. Only one ser- 
vant is allowed to tearvel in the same compartment with each party at the 
reduced lare, and the servant must not occupy a berth to the exclusion of .a 
pusHt'nger who has paid his fare. 

A ledy travelling alone or with children under 12 years of age at night 
in a first or second class compartment reserved for ladies may, on principal 
railways, take into her compartment a female servant holding a third class 
ticket for that portion of the journey which is performed between the houis 
of 8 P.M. and 6 A,M. This concession will not apply when two or more ladies 
are travelling in the same compartment. The servant must leave the com- 
partment when more than one adult passenger iwcupies it. 

In addition sen-ants can always attend on their masters while a train is 
stopping at a station, but they are required to leave the compartment before 
the train starts. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: In view of the fact, as I can say from personal experience, 
that servants compartments are crowded by non-servailt passenirers, and im 
view further of the fact that even when appealed to, the railway officials find 
themselves absolutely helpless m removing thoso iioii-s<>riant pa'^'-engers from 
the servants’ compartments, would it bo permisgiiile for the masters to have 
their servants with them m the highei classes, and if not, what are thev to 
do? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: I am ufiaid not. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: What exactly is the convention legardmg servants ( om- 
iiig into their m.isters’ compartments, have not some seivants tlvmisolv<’s 
travelled with the Honourable Member m the fiighei ebsses while the train 
' IS in motion? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: No, Sir No one travels with me in 
my conipaitmeiit 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Js the Honourable Member not aware that there is a 
definite eoriveiition by which servants do come up to the masters cornpart- 
meats betoie the masters detrain to tio up their luggage, and if so what are 
the rules? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: Not while che tram is m motion. 

Shri ,Sr: Praaasa: I should like to know Irom the Honourable Member as 
to what we aiv to do when the servants’ comportments are crowded and 
servants cannot possibly get into them and they have to travel with their 
Anasters. As the Honourable Member is no doubt aware m the ‘Deccan 
Queen’ that runs between Bombay and Poona there are communicating doors 
between the highi r classes and the servants’ compartments and there are 
such doors also on the B.B. & C. 1 Eailway meter gauge trains that run from 
Delhi to .Vhmcd.i'-.vd. Why are the rules different in these trains from what 
they are in other trains? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: I am aware of the problem that is 
worrying my Honourable friend. The provision is that when people other than 
servants travel m these compartments the passenger is expected to report the 
matter to rhe railway staff. But I can quite appreciate that under the condi- 
tions of over(■ro^^^^n^g w'hich n.>w prevail it is often difficult to have this pro- 
vision oari^d ont if is one of those conditions which result from th© present 
overcrowdiiu; in 'rains. 

lb. K. 0. Heogy: Is it the policy of the Government to encourage snobbish- 
ness- which 'he' do’-c-md for {nrefeiential fMiUties for servants of upper class 
passengers 

The HoaonraMs Dr. John Matthai: This Goverluoenicia -eoBsideind; e.demo- 
cratfo !?o‘’e n en nd t does not bollvo in anoouraging snobbi hness. 
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Shli Stl Pnkaaa: What is the principle in having separate servants com- 
partnentai’' 

Tk« SCoQOurable Dr. John Matthai: For the convenience of the passengers 
•who are accompanied bj servants. 

Shri Sxi Fiakasa: Does not that encourage snobbishness? 

Mr. President: Next question. 

Resbbvatiom of Railway CoMPABTMBifT fob Mbn oni^y 

1020. *3011 Sri Prakaaa: Will the Honourable Member for Itailways be 
jjleuseil to state: 

(a; whether Government are aware that very often the compartment 
reserved tor ladies are vacant, while ladies travel with their men lolk m the 
general eouipartmeuts; 

(b) whether Government are aware that this causes inconvenience to other 
men passengers m th«r geneial conipartinents, and 

(c) wlielher Government propose to consider the desirability of reserving 
some comijaitiueuts only for men'? 

The Honourable Dr. Jcdin Matthai: (a) Yes, Sir This happens on occasion. 

(b) It IS possible that inconvenience is sometimes caused to male passengers, 
l)iit Government have no doubt that the general body of travellers have no 
con plaint m tho mutter us they appieciate the arrangements under which 
nicinbets of families can travel together 

(c) Government feel that there is no justification for the step suggested 
and ccns-ider that the proposal, apart fiom involving tho possibility of greater 
waste of uccominodation, would not be welcome to the travelling public 
f^eneraily. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Could not the Honourable Member suggest to the rail- 
ways that wliere there are empty ladies’ compartments and men are crowded 
with ladies in the general compartments, these men may be permitted to travel 
in the ladies’ compartment il they so like and for so long as no otlier ladies 
come into that compartment? 

The Honourable Dr. JdhD Matthai: It is difficult to carry out an arrange- 
ment of that kind. 

PdBuoATiox IN Hcndustani o? Mao V7.INB3 ON Nutrition, Grow Mobb Food 
Campaign, ktc. 

1021. *Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt PaUwal: Will the Secretary of the Food 
Department please state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that iiiost of the useful pamphlets of the Depart 
ment as well as magazines dealing with Nutrition, Grow More Food Campaign. 
Improvement of Agriculture etc. are published in English only; and 

(b) whether Government propose to publish these in Hindustani also? 

Mr. K. L. PasJaM: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) No, Sir, but it is open to the Provincial Governments or to private indi- 
viduals to reproduce all or any of the contents of these pamphlets in the local 
language. 

Pandit Sri Krishu Dutt Paliwsl: In view of the fact that the Central 
Government hae^ decided to encourage and preanote Hindustani as the common 
language of India, will the Government consider the desirability of publishing 
these bulletins in Hindustani? 
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Ux. K. L. Pwiabi: I have already menti<»od that we have left it open to 
the provuices to publish the oonteats of these puolications in the local 
languages. 1 might mention tluit the GDvenimeiit ot Bombay are publishing 
traiielafioriB of o.ur monthly bulletin, Mutntion, m the languages of the pro- 
vince, namely, Hindi, Marathi, Gujerati and Urdu. Some other provimes 
and states are also publishing these bulletma in the local languages. VVe do 
not think that there is any necessity to issue a translation in Hindustani from 
the Centre. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dntt Pallwal: in view of the fact that Hindustani i>>’ 
nuj a provincial language but is an all India language, will Government cou- 
faidtr the desirability of publishing these bulletins m Hindustani? 

Mr. E. L. Panjabi: May I invite the Honourable Member’s attention to 
the fact that in certain provinces the bulletin if published in Hindustani would 
not be understood by the masses 

Mr Vadilal Lallubhai; Will the Honouiublt Meniber say why he insists on 
jiublifehing these bulletins in a foreign language? 

Mr. S. L. Panjabi; The bulletins are published in English At the same 
lime transit' t ions are issued by some pro\iPcial goveminente 

Mr. Vadilal LaUubhai: is the Honourable Member not aware that there 
iue lew people knowing English in this country and the marjority of the people 
di not know English? 

Mi. President: Order, order 

Pbiosity fob Tkanspobt of Pibbwood owdbb QovBBNinwi Allotiibnt 
1022. "Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt PaUwal: Will the Honourable Member for 
Transport be pleased to state. 

(a) whether it is a fact that high priority has been granted by the Kailwray 
Authorities for the transport of firewood under Goveniinent allotment; 

(b) whether Government aie aware that m spite of this priority, dealers 
other than the district nominees who rnpoit firewood privately are in a position 
to secure wagons more easily than the nominees, 

(o) whether Government are aware that due to this dilTicuUv in getting 
wagons by the district nominees there is an acuti siioitage of firewood m ninny 
cities such as Agra; and 

(d) whether it is also a fact that tlie District Magistrate in Agra has written ‘ 
a letter to the Commissioner, Food and Supplies, United rrovinces, Lucknow 
drawing his attention to the above facts? 

The Honourable Dr. J<*n Matthai: (a) Yes, class 1(f) 

(b) Records of the movement of firewood maintained by the E.l. and O T, 
Railways do nob support the allegation that wagons are allotted to private 
iL'iiders in preference to Government nominees ' 

(c) Does not arise 

(d) Government have no information. 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dntt Pallwal: Will the Honourable Member enquire and 
find out whether the information contained in part (b) of the question is correct:* 
He can take it from me that the facts stated there have been stated after due 
enquiry by me from the district nominees. 

The BononraUe Dr. Matt^: Sir, we have made some investigations 
into this question. As I have said in my reply the figures that we have received 
do not support the point raised by my incurable friend, as far as the E. 1. and 
0. 1'. ^ilways are concerned : I bnieve tbene has been a certam amount of 
difficulty with regard to the transport of firewood on the B. B. d C. I. Bailway, 
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where firewood from the B.B. and C.I. area is carried inw) the U.P. We have 
made some investigation in regard to this and although there has been difBcuIty 
L'l the matter of wagon accommodation, the particular allegation made by mj 
Honourable friend has not been substantiated. 

Tblbphonb Exchange at Palghat 

1023. *Sri A. K. Menon: (a) Will the Secretary of the Communientions 
department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government have 
leceived a memorandum from the Chamber of Commerce Pdlgliat, Malabar, 
leqnesting for the establishment of a Telephone Exchange at Palghnt? 

(b) What 13 the population of Palghat and in how* many towns of lesser 
population have Government established Telephone Exchanges since 1938? 

(c) Go Government pVopose lo establish a Telephone Exciiunge at Palglia*' 
now? 

Mr. Masairat Hus&in Zuberi: '(a) Yes. 

(b) The population of Palghat is about 60,000 The information required in 
the second part of this question is not readily available and it is not proposed to 
understand the collection as the results achieved will nob be commensurate with 
the labour and expense involved 

(o) Yes. The question of opening an exchange at Palghat has been fully 
considered by Government and the work has been placed high on the prionty 
list ill the post-uiir development jdans in the Madias Presidcmcy. It is expected 
that it will be possible to open an exchange theie sometime during the next 
vc'.ir, A Public Call Office lias meanwhile been opened there to give an initial 
telephone service to the public. 

Shipment of Wheat from 'I^jekey to India 

1024. ♦Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal; Will the Soeietury of the r.Docl 
Department bo pleased to state 

(a) the result of Sir Ilobert Hutebings’ discussions "itli Ilis Majesty’s 
Goverainent regarding the shipincnl ot wheat from Tiiikcy to India and the 
purchase of wheat and cereals other than ricc to meet the quota for India 
recomrmndc'd by the International Emergency Food Council for the first half 
of 1947, and 

(b) tile resnlts ot other steps taken by Go\ernnieiit so far from 1st January 
1047 to import sufficient food grains to meet the anticipated shortage? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi; (a) The attention of the Honourable Member is invited 
(o the repiv given by me to the Short Notice Question by Mr Ahmed E H. 
Jaffi-r on the 21st February, 1947 

(b) 182 000 tons of wheat, 20,000 tons of floui. 4.7,000 tons of maize, ,7,000 
tons of millets, 83 000 tons of barley, 183 000 tons of milo and 130,000 tons 
of rice are being shipped to India during the first quarter of 1947. Continuous 
representations have been and are being made to countries which have surjilus 
wheat and in respect of other grains we have got buyers purchasing grams for 
us where such grains can be obtained in the open market. We are carrying 
on certain negotiations the details of which it would be contrary to public 
interest to divulee at this stage As regards rice, the bulk of our allotment 
is from South Fast Asia and is supplied to us according to our share and m 
accordance with the availabilities We are making arrangements to obtam 
paddy from Indonesia this year also. 

INDTANISATION OF THE RAILWAY BoABD 
H025. ♦Captain Syed Abid Hiusain: fa) Will the Honourable Member for 
BaUwavs t>i ,tntf the names of the present Members of the BaHwey Roanl^t 
,(b) How !■ lu' Europeans, rMpalims, Hindus, and others have, been 
Momhere duifino 'h, jaat 10 years? 

(pj Do Govern., propose ,(p {{ndlsBue the Railway Board ,wi tile near 

- r . , > 

f Aaswor to ibi* niicMtIoa laid ea Um table, the qasstkwM being abaent. 



Tlie Hoaourable Dr. J<*n Matthai: (a) and (b) A statement giving the 
infcnrnation is placed on the table of the House. 

(c) It 18 Government’s policy to Indianiso the Railway Board and they will 
implement this policy to the extent that suitable Indiana with the necessary 
cxjiLTiencG are available 


Stafenunt i/ioiiimi l/ie names of the present Mimheis nf the Uitilniiif It.uUil ifi< Iililiiui the 
Clue! Comintssionei anil the Financial Cominiisit/ni i a! Jlaihiays, ’ ~ 

■Cliiof roiniTiisMotua of Riulu iij 8 I'ol R li Kniursoii, (J I E., O.B.E. 

I'lnani i.il f'onimissionor of Riiilwi»v'> . Mi' AC Tumor, (’ S f , C.l K., M B.B., 

I CS 

M ember, EiigiueoriiiK • . . J)r. B .1 Nk'IioIs 

Member, Staff ... . . Mr Z H Kban. 

Member, Ti n^port lUon . . . Mr <i. A Rowlenon 
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Otf.ois . \ . . ... 1 

Stoppage oii" serving of Bbek on Ke.staubant Car.? on Railways 

tl026. *Gaptaia Syed Abid Hussain: Will the Honourable Member for 

U.nlu.na j.Ilms.. sUte 

(a) whether Ooveinnient are awaie that foimoii^ beef used to be served in 
the Restaurant Cars on the Indian Railways, and 

(b) whether Goveniineiit are aware that only leceutly it had been stopped, 
if so, whvV 

The EonouraUe Dr. Jdhn Matthai: (a) Yes, tiir Beet was served in the 
Restaurant Cars oii Government Railwnvs extejtt in Indian Dining Cars 

(b) Goveinment are aware that compliance with austerity icgulations under 
'which no alternative mam dish (.,n be provided, makes it difficult to include 
beef m menus The question of the service of beef, pork (dc in dming cars and 
railway refreshment rooms has recently been examined bv the Central Advisory 
Council for Railways, and their advice in this matter is under the consideration 
■of Government. 

Hospitals in the Railway Workshop Centres 

1027. *Sri V. Oangaraju: Will the Honourable Membm for Railwave lui 
. pleased to stnti 

(ii) the imniher of hospitals 'in the Railway Workshop Cuiiu-, ol t!ie Bengal 
Nagpur and Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway zones, 

(b) the number of doctors working in those hospitals, 

(c) the number of Indy doctors employed and the places where they ire 
■working: 


t Anavver to this question Uid on the tnble, the questioner being absent 
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where they are 


(cl) the niijiiber of jmelwives employed and the plac( 
working; and 

(e) %vhether tliOhO hospitals are piocided witli m.itpimty bed^ and if so in 
what places? 

The Honourable Dr. JtAin Matthai: (a) There are two hospitals in the 
Kliai;,'|iiii Hallway iSptitleiiient on the B N Hallway and one hospital each at 
Pcc.iiiiljiii and I-fnlili on the M & S M Knilway 

(I)) Nine doctors arc employed m the hospitals at Khargpui , fourteen in the 
lio-,|)il,il .it IVianihur and nine in the hospital at Ftubli 

(e) iNo liulv doetms aie enijilo\ed in the hospitals at Khargpiir A lady 
doi till K 111 cliarge oi each of the Malenntc and ('hild Welfare Centres at 
Pcr.nuhin ,uid Hiibli 

(d) 'I’Ik'ii ,ite seven nndwives, lour at Kliui'fjpnr. two .it I’tir.itnlnir and one 
at llubli 


(O) 'I'lle llospil 


Kli.i 


t;i"i 


i.l 


eds 


Prof. N. G. Ranga: Conld the llonoin.'nilc' Memhei stale when he expects 
tj pioMile I.kU ilortois to these llo'.pit.lls > 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: 'I'lie (|iiestioii oi the leorgaiusution ot 
rnilwaj hosjiitiiJs IS now undet exaniinatioii on the h.asis of :t rcpoit which u 
rinliMu (loi loi placed on sjieeial ilnt\ foi the [iiirpose has made 

Prol. N. G. Ranga: Will Coveiinnent eonsidei I In'- advisahilitv <>1 eonstrii#- 
iiig .1 simil.ii huspit.il 111 He/wad. I ■' 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: I will h.ire that e>aiiuno<l 


ScKMlIXn DK Koon Sl BsiiiX <>|. HupKB.S KiMUKN CROKI'S 

1028. *Prof. N. G. Ranga: Will tin Seitet.nc ..i tin I'ood Di pailmeiit 
be pleased lo .slate 

(II) liow' tile subsidy ol Us l~> eioie.. foi food is e\pecte<l to In- spi'iit .iinl on 
wliat ooieals and m what propoilioii, 

('ll) the stops til it are being t.rken to see th.il this sulisidv h. ii.-tits nn.sU' 
till pooiei sK tions ot niii people, ,iiul 

(o) what IS i.eiiii, iloiie to pievoiit tins subsidv from loueniie the inlenu! 
level ol food prices to an miremuneratixc degree? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (.i) 'I he .imonnt of subsidy from 1st April 1040 to Slsi 
AI.'ikIi 1')I7 Is estiinati d .it 20 .V.) orotes 'I'he cereal-wise distiihntion of tho 
amouai is as follows 

Wheat and Whe.it Products R« 2-():{ erores 

Hie,. Hs 4 77 (lores 

.^fHl/.e, iMillels Harlei eti . Us Ut-iy cioies 

(b) and (i ) d'hc benolit nl the subsidy i.s lieing passed on to all consunieis 
It w.is intended (o stabilise inteinni piiees at the lex'el reached in .\pril 1946 and 

not lo depress (hem 

Prof. K. G. Ranga: Ilow muih do tioienmnjnt propose to spend during 
the loniing year .md m what pioportion hetw'cen the vnrion.s cereals'’ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: Tlic Honourable the Finance Member, I believe, had 
iiidii ated that )n.s estimate of the tequircments on this wrill be about Bs. 17^ 
erores 1 cannot give an indication at present about the distribution between 
the various cereals as w-e do not know what wc shall be getting 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Why is it that even though the Foodgrams Committee 
over which Sir Theodore Gregory had presided had suggested that the food 
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coiiHuuiptioii of tliH poorer people should be subsidised bv (iovernnieiit, Goveru- 
inent have been supplying these subsidised foodstuffs to all elasscs v\ bethel 
th'jy deserve it or uot'> 

Mr, K, L. Panjabi: J have alicady explumed that the ob]eel ot the subsidy 
is to mumtuin the luteiiial pi ices at the existing leiel 'I’lie Mibsidy is given 
proportionately to the imports into all Piovinces so that the Provincial Govern- 
ituiits can sell imported gram at the existing prices 

Prof. W. O'. Ranga: Ts it not a fact that none ot these ('omniittees, iiielud- 
ing the Committee presided over bv Sir \' T Knsliiianmchnn, has suggested 
such a practice us the (joveriniieut has been lollownig, naiiieU to subsidise the 
food eonsiimptibii of all (lasses whether they deserve d or uof‘ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: ' rile Sir V 'I' Krisluiainachim Coiiiuutlee was eoncern- 
ed with long term proposals, and these are now undei tlie consideration of tlm. 
Government Bub vve w'ere advised th.it the iiiterii.nl pines shoiild he niamlam 
ed and the imported f*i’anis subsidised 

Mr. G. P. Lawson: May I ask the Honomable Alember wliether he c.oi lell 
this House what particular (onsiguments iioin what ]).ii tu uliir couiiliics h.ivt' 
necessitated this very largo expemliturc lu order to c<piahsc the prices'’ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: If this Jrlouse so desires I w'lll lav a stflteinent on the 
table of the House It will be a long one to toad out 

Mr. President: He has not gut tin- slattimni u.kU, pioh.ihlx 
Mr. C. P. Lawson: Could the Hunouriible Meiiihei not nulieate even, sdV , 
the name ot the eouulrv whtih is « li.uguig so uinili Iruin us th.u it is lusess.nv 
to ,>pend tins veiy large sum to ajiju-oMinate it to the cost of indigenous piodue- 
tion ? 

Mj K. L. Panjabi: The Costs of ,dl the imported giaiiis eeiiei.ilK .iie .ibove 
tho'i of giiiiiis [aodneed locitIK T have alreadv nientioiitd tit i Biiiin.i liee 
has Iiul to lie 'uhsidiseil .iml siniil.ii is (he case m re.speet ot nee uu|)orte(l troni 
Slum and 111 lespcct ot wheal ,m<l iiiillels | (limk geiiei.ilh spe, iking tli.U all 
the Impoits li.iVe had to lx- subsidised 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Has there hei n .niv committee oi noii-oliu i.il I'Vjiert 
who lias made the suggolion that so nuieh ot money sbouhi he spent in onlei 
to Mihsidise foodstuffs with the purpose of so-called stahilisiition of prices and 
if so which Is th.it eoiimiittee or who is that expert.* 

Mr. K, L. Panjabi: Tliere has been no eouiinittec .ippomted as such. The 
df'tisioii has lx eu taken bv Ciovermnent aftei eousultatioiis between tlie diffi "enl 
Dtpaitinents 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: In view ot the fact that the sum ot Its ‘20 tinres is 
u ven lug sum for distribution among the Pinvinces m ordir to stalulise pnee 
levels, i would like to ask whether Oovenuucnt of Indi.i attempted tu I'md out 
whether whose prices have lieeii stabilised at all, and in what manner the 
Provinces have spent tin' Its 20 eroies*’ 

Mr. President: Fie talked about equalisation of piiees I think 
Mr. K, L, Panjabi: I mentioned stubilisation of ju-ieos 
Dlwan Ohaman Lall: Is my Honourable friend sutisfied th.it tlie pines paid 
for food purchases in countries uot covered by the Emi'rgency Food Council w'ero 
the ooftect prices to pav .and the system of making purchases was satisfactory? 

At E. L. Panjabi: Yes, Sir Government is ratisfied thal these purchases 
have een made at the best rates possible 

Divan O h aman Lall: Ts my Honourable friend awaie that puicliases of 
mair,e were made in the Argentine at 92 shillings a quarter and that fhe pr'ce 
later o’l that could hnv’e been obtained was 72 shillings a quarter 
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Mr. K. L. Panjabi: Tlie |)ricp prevailing at the time the purchases were 
ina'le was shillings a qii.irtei 

Diwan Chaman Lall: Is ni\ Houomabic Iriend aware that the only two 
pui'ihu&ers in (lie niarkid in (lie Argentine were the High Commissioner for 
fiifii,) III London und the Indian Ti.ide Coniniisbioner in Buenos Aires and each 
was eoinjieting against the othei without knowing that they were buying against 
e.ieii other ^ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi; J want notice of this question 

Diwan Chaman Lall: Is in\ hnnomable Incnd aware that as representing 
il'c Covernineiil ol India I in'-tnuted tlie Trade Coniniissioiier in the Argentine 
Innri Jjondon to stop his jain h.ises liceause lie was purchasing at very high 
..ites ' 

. Mr. K. L. Panjabi: 1 want notice 

Diwan Chaman Lall: Js in\ Jloiiouiuhle fiund .iwqu' that as a re-iili of 
lliat (11 flair cable being sent to tlie 'Piade ( 'oiiiinissioiiei in llie \igciii lie llie 
price ot maize idl fiom J>2 sliilhngs to 72 bliilliiigs a quarter? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: I want notice. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: In some e.ibes wJieie food wsb bought troin countries 
tlieio was a ledjnoi.d an.ingeinent to sell to tlieiii some iHoducts ol India In 
liobe cases may J know whetliei those jaodnets weie-sold on the same basis on 

•L looct Wilb sold to US'' 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: this n a question com ting seveial traiisactioiib I 

o’. gi\e the intoiination li notice is given to me 

Diwan Chaman Lall: Alay I 1 my Honom.ihle Inend Ilgam — I w.is uiter- 
iiipted by Su Cowi-jee .leli.ingir- -w lietliei it is ft tact that some purchases 
iii.idc by the Tr.ide ('onimibsioiu i in Ifucnos Aires happened to be at a rate a 
littk' liigliei tliaii till, highest late ol llie ilii\ (liiimg the time those piiiehases 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi; i want notice 

Shr Sri Prakasa: Mit\ wc t.il.e it ili.it the (ioNernment hii\e uiirloiie all 
tlic gt.od work that Diwan ('li.nin.in L.ill had done in the -Argentine and actually 
mud liighet puces than those settled hv Diwini C'haman Lall 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi; Theie li.i\e been no jmreli.ises hinee Diwan Chaman 
liiill 5 Mbit Tile jniK bases in (ini stioii weie made hetVire Diwan Chaman Lall 
'Went there 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Diwan Chaman L.ill had suggested that the 
nuu bases should be stopped by the Trade ( 'ommissionei .\m T to nndeistand 
th.it the attention of the Honour.ihh’ Mi'inlier's Dep.ntiiient was not drawn to 
the repri sentatinn lef erred to by' Diwaiv Chaman Lall? 

Mr. President: I heluwe the jepiescntations were made at the end of the 
j'orchnsc.s. 

Diwan Chaman Lall: The pnrehascs were stopped 

Khan Abdul Ohani Khan; AIiu I know fiom the Houonrahle Member why 
Mu? amount of subsidy was Es 1.‘} eiores on corn while it W'as Its A}, erores for 
Mee and Rs 2^ erores for wheat'’ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: It depends upon the quantities imported 

Mr. C. P. Lawson: May we expect the statement that the Honourable 
Member mentioned just now ti’ i -> laid on the t,able‘> 

Mr, K. L. Pan's’-’: ' 



STARRED QL'ESTIONS AND XXSWEKS ‘Jin'? 

Prof. V. O. Ranga: May 1 know whether Gayernrnent hn\c bLoti inir-'\unf' 
a similar policy in reijard to cloth, minielj of importing cloth from fihroiul ,uul 
siibsiilising in ordir to .stiibihse the puces of cloth fn this country ^ If not, why 
itol . ' ’ 

Mr. President: I am afraid it will be outside the scope of this question 
Subsidising of Expokts of Potatoes and Foodstuffs 

1029. *Pt0t. K. O. Ranga: Will the Secretarv of the Food Deyiartinent. 
he pleased to state' 

(a) whether floi eminent ate aware that the Go\ernnieut of the United 
States of America are subsidizing exports of certain foodstuffs such as potato, 
and U It potatoes ])iireh'i-.ed m 1 IU T per UK» lbs. is !)■ itv olbnil lot v.ilc ,it 
annas 2 per scer; and 

(h) whether (lovemnieiit have lakeu step-, to obtain .ukipKile siiyiiilies of 
■.nch subsidized fond .md if thev h,nc not so far done so. wheLhei they pi'opoae 
to do so iiovi 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) Yea, Sir 

(In The I'e.isons lor not imiiortmg potatoes from the T' .ire stilted in 

iii\ ie)il\ to lh( shoii notim M'li’slion ynil l)\ Mr H.ip Ahdiis Snttiir on the V2th 
lehiuarj \s Mg.uds iivaihihilit\ of othei foidsfulf-. ot siTnilai natnie einpiiries 
am being made 

Prof. H. O. Ranga: M.u 1 Kiaiw whelliei am pUKhasos havi been Miilde ot 
potato in the United States of Ameriea and if so in what, quantities > 

Mr. K, L. Panjabi: .M.u 1 nnite rlie Hyiiourahle Meiiibei 's .ittcidioii to tlic 
r, f.h uivi I) on the 12th rid)ni.H\ to tlie slant notici question put bv Haji \bdus 
SaMai V 

Prof, N. 0. Ranga: Th.it is exactly in\ tiouhle 8u The Honouralde \Ictn- 
bii IS leteinng me to some other answer 

Mr. President: \ot to some other answer t>ut to identical mtomudion gneii 
ll (he Honoiir.dili. Menibei has not. read it oi wav not jireseut m tin Hoiisi', he 
c.iniiol piess if 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: I pointed out at that nine th.u the ditficult\ wus one of 
tiaiisport, that then- would he undue wast.ige except m refrigerated ships and 
tl'pt the post would he pioliibitixe There Is .dso .i shoit.'giX ol rtfrigeraied ships 

Formation of National Committee of the F, A O 

1030. *PrQl. N. O. Ranga: Will the Secretary of the Department of Agii- 
Clilture he ple.ised fo state 

(a) whether it is a fact tlnif the h' A O li.is asked the ( no ei nniciii of 
India to form thi- Nntioiial (’ommittee of the F A O to study the work 
resolutions and reconnuendatious of the F A O and also to act as a ehannel 
of eommiimcation between Government and the FAO and 1h.it sLveral 
eonntries like r.niada ihe United Ivingdoin, Denmark, and the United States 
of America have ahe.idv fornird such committees several months ago 

(bl win tlovernment have not vet formed the Indian rornniittee; and 

(e) when it will be foimed’ 

Sir Fheirose Kharagat: (a) A request has been received from the F. A. O. 
for the formation of a T.iaison Committee. 

(b) It was decided to await the report of tlie Cornmittec on the rc-organisa- 
tion of the Departments of Asnculture and Food 

(c) Reyiort of the lieorganisatinu Committee h.is just been received and is 
under examination A decision regarding the appointment of the Liaison Com- 
mittee w'ill be taken as soon ns the exirrriination of Ueport of the Tteorganisntion 
Con niittee is finished. 
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Prof. N. O. Ranga: Wbon was tins request first of all received by Govem- 
ijient from I he !•' A () tliat sueli a' eoniniittee should be est.ablished in India? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: I do not renjember the exact date but it must be 
about foni' 1)1 five mouths ago. 

RK^|)^^K<■Tlo^ or R mlw ayLinebwtwkes Morac i*i'R ani> Hosuuon^ S. T Railway 

1031. *Prol. N. O. Ranga: Will the Ib.noui.ible Member for RiuKvaxs be 
j)lea>e(i to state 

(a) when and why the br.aneh Railway Line between Morappur and Hosur 
on the South Indian R.ailway was dismantled; 

(b) whether it was a paving hue and what dividend it was yielding; 

(c) whether Government are aw.nre th,at this line has been serving ^he trans 
port and eommeiciul needs of an important area, which is also within the famine 
zone of Salem District; and 

(d) when tins line will be reconstructed? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthal; (a) The \Ioi.ippur-Hosiir Hinndi hue of 
the S 1 Ihulu.u was disiii.mtled iii Octohc'r l‘Ml as it wa*. coiumercinlly un- 
remimerMln e 

(h) This Miaticli line woiked at a los^ during its entile existence .'ii'd it vyus 
estimated th.il its elosui(> would lesult in an .mmiiil saving of Hs *12 000 

(cj (loM’inmerit au- awiire tli.it the line was oiigiiiallv hiiilt as n tamme 
feeder line hut tli.it it had outlived its nsclnlncss with the giowth ol competitive 
road tunispoit seivites m the aica 

(d) Time is no piopos.il al ]))esenl to lestore this Branch line as the Provin- 
cial OoxMimient liave not so fai hm ommi'iided its restoration 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: In \iew of the t.ict tlni't tlio Government of India was 
lo^l ig only lls 92 000 in pre-w.ii davs on this hue .md turthei in view of the 
fact that )1 ( ,111 and it will seive .is a tuminc puitcctioii line will Govinruncnt at 
leist consider the advisability of starting it aigain^' 

The Honourable Dr. John Slatthai: What h.nijieiicd m this case was that 
about two Years ago the Railway Bo.ird consulted the tlien Provincial (loverii- 
incmt ot Madias on the (|uestioii wlio were not ])ie}).irc(l to I’ccomiucnd tbe 
rcstoiation nt this line Since tbc Mmistiv ( ame into existence, a further re.fer- 
ence Inis been made but no leplv lias so f.ir ht'cn received but tbe m.itter will be 
taken uii for coiisiderntion when that leplv is received 

Sri V. C. Vellingiri Gounder: May 1 know whetlnr when llii- line was eou- 
sti acted m 1.S70 .i railway cess yvas levied'’ 

The Honourable ^r. John Matthai: I am not aware 

Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Gounder: In calculating the losses, w.is not a big iteta 
oi cxpcndilnie on iccoiint, of ic works not maintained theie also calculated in 

The Honourable Dr, John Matthai: The results of the inquiries made before 
the yyar aie not jiaiticnlarlv relevant to the problem at present, because the 
cveat devclo])m(nt of ro.id li.ifi’u m that .iic.i has put an entirely new phase on 
that problem 

Sri V. C. Vellingiri Gounder; With legard to the miportHiice ol the question 
of coniiPi ling Mysore with this part of Salem and Coimbatore was there nob a 
proposal 111 extend the M\ sore-Ch.unrajnagar Railway to join the S 1 Railway 
IS the convenimt link to tlie \oith and South to the M and R M Railway? 

Now that all the railways have come under Government control, why should 
not this dismantled railway, be restored to have that link to serve the pnblie 
liPCcSnsc the jniblie contnhuted to its eoiistrnction 
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The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: These are considerations, T take it, that 
th'- I’l oviDr-ial Oovemrnont would take into account when they send their reply. 
Sii V. 0. Vellingiri Ctounder: Will the Honourable Member consider the 
turice of fiadt' and also ihe facilities of people who do large business 
bclwccii Mvsorc aitVl the Southern districts? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai T muht leiieat that the Provincml Gov- 
ernnieiit is in a much belter position to exaTrunc these local problems 

Sri K. Venkataaubba Reddlar: Does the Governineut propose to close all 
ihe line', which .ue worKing at a loss, like the Beiigul A^sam and Ihe Bengal 
N'agpui lUilwax^.’ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: No, thev don’t 
Sri R. Venkataaubba Reddiar: What is the reason^ 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: It dojiends on cou&ideiations which vary 

Sri R. Venkataaubba Reddiar: These lines aio also working at a loss? 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: The question of the restoration of dis- 
Jimiuled lines stiuids on ,ui eiitireh different footing from the cxisirng lines 

Sri V. 0. Vellingin Oounder: Tins the present kfiidras Government been 

■■ted " 

The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: A reference has been made to the pre- 
>1 lit .M.idi.is (hnenmient No reply has been reecned yet 

Hr Kvier.rn WKNJ OF Kmc'lov EES of the Communkattons Department after 
Release from 1 N A 

1032. ♦Prof. N. O. Ranga: Will the Secretary of the Communications 

Depiiitiiieiit be pleased to state 

(a) how many of the emplovoes of his Department who were on deputation 
to the Defence Services during the war had to join the I. N. A.; 

(b) how many of them have been re-absorbed by the Department after their 
leleiiRo from the I. N A and the incidental imprisonment, 

'' (o) whether it is a fact that assurances were given that an earnest effort 

would be made to re-absorb them in their respective posts or other positions; 

(d) if so, why so main of them are still being kept out; and 

(e) whether Government propose to take steps now to provide them with 
•"niployment? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberi: (a) 118 ]oined the I N A 
(li) None has so f.ii been n instated 

(cj No such a-suiance w.is given by 'the Posts and Telegi-aphs Department, 
(dj and (p) 'riie pohe_\ of Government in legaul to the ii -employ me i it of 
jIio-i civil Goveniment servants who collaborated with the enemy^ during the 
•w II and were subseqiieiitlv recovered, hais already been made clear m my 
answer to Starred Question No. 805 b\ Mr S S Sanyal on the 10th March 
1917 ' 

Pref. H- G. Ranga: Will any effort be made to ,il)-,oil) as many of these 
nun as possible at an earlv daite ■’ 

Mr- Masarrat Husain Zuberi: Tn my reply to Hr Sany.d s question which 
■W'ns not reached that day and which will be ineoi iiovalcd in the proceedings, I 
explained the position With vour pcrmisvioii Sir, I will load out the relevant 
(loition; 

Mr. *Saii\al asked m jiuris (d) luul (e) ol liK (picstioii 
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wliotliei III' .m.iii llmt atlei thime uien lopoileil theniselxf- an iliiecied, 

lidvo iiPHii l(i.!a mi li.''i mi lial' I'ai "I'l'il Ir.iie mi liall pay Iw iluf, oi on a !iul>s'''lnlice 
allowaiuu Mill'll no 'inn iiaii i' >liii’ mil lli.it tlii'i aic mitlu'l' litlii!' a'kou to join, ilol 
are tliev um'imiio ilmi ilm-. m any iineii'lies, ,iiui 

il 'O nil. It t lo> 1 I mm III innposi' to ilo m tin asc ol lliim' iiioii .iinl M hilt I' then polity 
in tlif iiialUi' 

M\ .IllaWei tv. 18 

"(ill 'thn iJinplovi'Ca in nucslioii hate bui-u kept, on liati iliii' oi wliini no lu.iM- na- iluo to 
till III. un(!ii Miapoii'ioii pi'iiiliiio mi|iiiiy anil llin i"Ui ul 1 ni.il oii|"i' i- .1 lO'iilt ol the 

{<■) 'I'tie polny ”1 thi\ 1 1 iiineiit in legaiil to tilt i in|ilo\fi'' ol the t'ltil llep.iitmenl who 
rollahoiatiil null lln oin iiiv Iniin, the w.ii and wtio suli'i'i|ln‘iill\ m.omii.I w is uri'otly 
review. il l>\ iln in w t Iom 1 miieni .mil it li.i' hetn ile. nled llial tin le 'h.ill he no Inin on tin 
re eii'plot iiiLiii ot 'IhIi pei'oiis ctiejil siiili ot llieiii a* woie oiuli\ il .uls <it limt.il''' intl 
thm applie' 'o the pei'Oii' ahoiit wliniii .lie lloiunii.ihle Afeiiihei i' irii|iiii in'.' 

Mr. Sasauka Sekhar Sanyal: llai> any 'ii p huen t.iltoii iti .S'Ciiuaiut bbes» 
t'iii|ili))oi's 'll' lln> iHilii'v III. if li.m Invn .nlopti d jin'iiflt In i .in'-, tto .iic repeiving 
iiiiiiniouh li tiers? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuben: Thw pnln \ w.m ilm ul, d t. t\ itmi'iiilt .md 
till' c.i'fs .Ul' iivnlur lonsiderntion 

Proi. N. O. Banga: Will ( lutenniu'nt i oihimiimu .iie iliis in w policy ot theirs 
to tlii'ce t'liipiov 1 1 < Ml Iti.il 1he\ m.t\ Know In whom to .i|i|il\ foi lenmtiileiiu'nt? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuben: TJn iiinoiiiiin nt will i. -ex.iiiniie i .u h case 
and lin hii.il online will is-'in -.hortly 

Shnmati Ammu Swaminadhan: Tn \iiu oi the l.m ih.n tin I \ \ mun 

ate ociiiiin liUii'- Ui'in the pl.ici ■- win n ihcv .i|ipl\ t.i ill it ilu\ i .niiiot he 
employed Imi ni'-i' >>1 Ihcir )i)imno Ihe T V A will ( lovci iiuiciit itive .1 diicitioii 
sttMiit llml thill I- no hill on ihim m\ iiion , Ini.iiiM' tin \ once iiuiied file 

I.\\ 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuben: Tlie poln \ (h.ii I hu. imw .lM•..lmll cd will, 

1 hope let euc due publicity. 

IlRTUltN Ob' Llb'tJLlsiriONRO La 51D TO THK ('.M.ol T'l 1 Pi N ) R tl’OI . b, Soi IKl' _ 

1033. *Sjt. Setk Damodar Swroop: Will the Seirelury of the Department 
ot Agi iculiiiu' ple.tse sliite 

(a) whetlier Govornrnent have received .my represent, iliou tium the Pinjra- 

pole Society of C.ilcutl.i to the effect th.At some h, 1.50 acres of their land 
requisitioned bv the W.ir Depiiitrnent of the (ioveinment of India thiongh the 
Goveininent of Bengal, though released by the Amerie ui tioops, is nob being 
retmiU'd to the Society l>\ Ihe I’tovmeinl Govi inmcnt , it .-o, what action has 
been t.iki n .md 

(b) whether Governmeut are aware of the l.icf that the said Piiijiapolo 

Soiietl 'v.i-. Ifimideil some sl\t\ \eais bail, m ■some lelljtioiis .imi plnl.ininiii 
phist person for rearing and breeding cattle .and for dair\ farming pnrpo'ses and 
the Society have spent lacs of rupees on this l.rnd for improving its value dnnng 
the last 20 years? ^ 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: (.1) Ves • .A repieseiu.ition h.l- Imm ueiiyed It 
■w.is suggested (o the Beng.d Goveninieni that ftie hind imu In* 1 etui nod to the 
Societi winch has been doing naefiil wort but that Oovernment have stated that 
they liayc under consideration a scheme for the deielopinent of tiie area as the 
site for ,t new town nt a cost of sev'pr.xl crores of iiipies 'I hey li.we .ignin been 
requested to .tvoid using the land except, for increasing milt production through 
the Society. 

(hi Government aie aware that the Society is of long standing but have no 
information as to the amount spent hy it on improving the land. 
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(6) Written Answers 

JOMPL.MN'TS AfiAIN'HTTHh DlSTKIBt TION OvNeWSPHIST BY THE CONVKNEK OK MaI EAS 

GKor^ OK lN'ui\Nr and Eastern Nkwspapek Society. 

1031. *Sardar Sampuian Sln|;h: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
liulustrie.', .md Supplies please st.ite it tlic Mnnasinf; Kdiior of ‘Tho Inihihi 
E-'tjirf.’f’i', addressed a lettei to the .Joiit Seiret.u\, Indiwtiies iui<l Civil Siipp'i 
Department, complaining against the distribution by tho Convenor of the 
Madras Group of the Indian and l^.istein \eus)).iper Socuely of one llioiis.uid 
tons of newspiint allotted for the M.idi.is newspajieis'’ 

(b) Was the allotment made among the Madras nevvsiiapers by the Convenor 
with the .approval of the Department of Industrios and Civil Supplies? 

(c) Is it a fact that it v.as decided both in the Indian and Eastern News- 
paper Society and in the Newsprint Advisory Comnnttee, that the tonnage 
secured by their Delegation in person, should be imported by groups of news- 
papers ill each region and that it should he distributed onU to the newspapers 
in need of newsprint under special permits from tho Government of India? 

it also a fact that this arrangement was agreed to by the Government of India 
a» a special ease? 

(d) If so, what were the considerations that led the Government of India to 
agree to the distribution bv one person, so far as the Madras Group was con- 
cerned ’ 

Mr. M. P. Pai: f.i) Yes 

(1C All ( I’ Sniiiv.ivin, in t Im iMp.n it\ ol Kejrioii.il ( 'on veiior of tlie Indian’ 
and H'lsteiii Vewsfi.iper Soi iei\ pioposi-d to ihi* rtep.utiiK'iil of IndiihtrN-'' 
and Supplies Ui.it .is it was dilVicull to 'cenre godown a'cconmiodutioii fot tIh 
cntiie stoek of l,0(K) tons of niw«]>rint which he was importing in Madras oi 
bchnif of the Sonnlv lual to loi k up funds f<)r .my length ot liino, the luoss 
print slioiild he distributed tmongst eitt.iin ncwspjpeis The alloc.ition pro- 
posed by Mr Sriiiivas.ni, wlmli lnl•lllde<l .iKo m .illoentioii to Mr H.miniith 
Goenkii, was .'lecepied liv G«)\ •'rniiienl, subject to tlie (onditioii tli.it tins p.ijier 
would he av, 111, able geiiei.illv f.ir tin- need- of dl newsp.ip, is m llie Madias 
area requiring sueb help 

(e) In .H'coid.mi e with the advice given by the Newsprint Advisory Com- 
mittee, tile iiiipoit stonige and tlTstribiition of this newsprint the supply "of 
whi.h had been secured by a delegation finanoe,d and sent abroad by tlie Indian 
and Eastern Newspimt Society, was left bv Government at the absolute disire- 
tion o* the Society subject to the condition apidic.ilde to .'ill newsprint stocks' 
th.st d would be av.iilable to Government for distribution to needv newsp.ipers 

(d) Since this news|irint was the property o| th(> Tndi.m and Eastern News, 
pmer Sof'ietv Gavernment could haidly interfere in tho distribution proposed bv 
Mr Sriiiivasuii The position has been expliiiiied to Mr Goenka who W'as .i 
rneniliei of the Society s delegatiou and .seemed the siipplv for the Socfefv 

Dtscbiminatton AO atnst TtiF. hidiiin E.Tpr(‘.sA IN THE ItfSTHinrTioN or New', SPRINT • 
IN Madbas 

1035 *Saxdar Sampuian Smgh: (at Will the ITononrahle Member for 
Industiies and Supplies please state whether Government, are aware that the 
only (j'-oiip whiili w;is diseriiijiiiated acaiiist b\ tho Convenor of the Indian and' 
Enstern Xewsji'ifier .slot lety m Hie ilistiihiition i>t news|)riiit was the 'Inilnin 
E.rpiv'of’ Groiq; m Al.idiiis and that ,it then cost distribution was made to othc 
newspa ners *> 

Cbl Wh.st .stejis hove the Government of India taken to ensure the proper 
distribution of the bal-ance of 120 tons which is stated to be reserved for small 
newspapers'^ At what price is this bnlnnee to he distributed? 
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(c) Aro Governiiieiit aware that instead of distribution being made by the 
ijroup of newspapers as agreed upon in the Newsprint Advisory Committee and 

liiili.in ,111(1 F.i-tciii Npwsp.iptr*. Soi ftv, It IS also being made by Messrs 
'General Papers Limited? 

(d) What was the reason for not distributing the new'sprint in proportion to 
••itlie respective quotas of each newspaper? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: (.i) In iiew of tlie position ( xplamed m .mswor to tlie 
liiecidiiig qiie.stioii, Goxerninent do not .leeept this mcvv 

(li' and (e). In aeeordam e with Mi Siunvasan s ptopos.ils winch were 
.isceptid by Goveiiiiiieiit the quantitv of 120 tons out ol 1,000 tons was allocat- 
ed to .Messrs tieneiid P.tpeis Limited foi sale In smtiTT newspapers The ques- 
tion ol puce at which the newspunt would he sold hv tins firm is to be decided 
bv till Indian ami H,istein Newspaper Soeieti In iinv ease it would be W'lthin 
til' ceilings fixed b\ (io\t Miiiient It li.is sitice been deeidod bv Government to 
ii'lux the Newspuiit CoiOiol with i ffeet tiom the 1st April 1047 after which date 
tlie (|uestion of ihstiiltution oi yinv i’e-,ilio(Mtion would be ni Ibe bands of the 
Indini ami Ivistern Vews|i.ip. j Soiutv 

Cd) lb'|il\ to )),o I (il) of (he pieieding question cuveis the iepl\ to thTs part 
of till question 

\BSI',\( Kn(' LiUHTS tN (0 N ('VRRIAI K Kaitouv Woukm kn ‘s Ql AKTHIs at Ji Bliri- 
r>oRE 

1036, *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will tlie Jluuom.ihU- Memher lor 
Industries and Kiijiplies please stale whether it is a fact that Gun-Carriage 
B'aotory Waiknien & qiiaiters at Juhhulpoie, have no provision of lights or 

whethei (loviunncnt }>io))Os(' to leeonstniet better tvpe of quarters sufficient in 
number to iiceommodifte the staff and workmen'’ 

Ml. M. P. Pai; IiMluidiial Ijii.ntiis .ire not piovuled with elcetiie lights or 
With -.•prn .'lie 1 Ics, Is d’he \v rbnn n s lines h,i\e lo.id lighting wnth the exiep- 
tioii ol the niiipoi.iqv w.n qn. liters .ne.i l.'omimin l.itrmes ate )irovided, with 
sefi.ii.ite l.TliiiKsi for women Tliete is no scheme at present lor the geneiMl re- 
eoiis-rmlioM of the qn,n».s Imt I sh.ill ii.ur the niatfei cx.iimned 

Tjmpk T'mox VWnrts nv Kmri oykhs oi Grdnamk Dfpots 

1037, *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will tli, llonoin.ibb Memhe, )<„ 
Industiies mid Sujiplies please state whether Government are aware of the 
eener.il leeluig ol iliseoiitent .iiuoiigst tin eiiiplovees of the (Jrdii.im e Depols tor 
being bat.issed for taking mtive part in Trade f’nion work, if so, whether Gov- 
ernment [impose to issua netessarv nistnictions to (he Heads of the dejiaitment? 

Mr M. P. Pai; 'I'Iik .pnstioM shonl.l hnvi. hei'u .nlilressi d to the Honourable 
the 1 >( (cnee Sidetau but 1 i .in s.u tb.U the (injiloveis .me not likely these days 
to iif 111 rassed in the in nun i suggesti J 

Ubvbloj’mknt of Inihan Sun’ -Bi ii,1)i?:g Indi's'ihv im Bkm aj 

1038, *Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah; Will the Honourable Member for Indus- 
tries and Supplies be pleased to state 

(a) whether the Government of India have received any representation from 
the Government of Bengal asking their help, encouragement and assistance in 
the (levelopincnt of Indian Ship-biniding Industry in Bengal principally under 
Indi.an ('.'qiitiil contiol and management and 

I'h) if so, what is the policy of Govermneut in this respect? 

Mr. M. P. Pai: ( ») No Sir My ilepaitmeut is not aw.vre of auv sueb repre- 
ieiU.it ion 

(I.) Govermneut .me, awaiting the re[.or( of the r.anel on the Shipbuilding 
3^nd ii.strv 



LXSTAUKKl) yl’KSTlON AND ANBWEK. 

JUSIO \E\ll FOR DETKUMIN’ATIoX Oh gU()T\ FOR KM'Olt'f OP ChILUES TO CbYLON 

92. Di. Zia Uddin Ahmad (.ii Will the Soorptiirv of t.hp Eoofl Dpp.ntuK'nt 
kindly stale as lo ftlu the li.isie ^lai lor delerminntiou of quota for exporting 
ehtllies (o ('eylon li.is hec-ii fixed as lOH-d'’"’ 

(Ij) K I ,1 f.iel tli,il llMl -1‘2 liiw not tieeii taken as tlie basic year m the imsu 
ot other eoinniodities'’ 

(c) Is it .1 laet tli.it lu fixiiip 1'ill-4‘2 ,is tlie ti.isie xear many prominent 
'hippeis ll.ne lieen lelt out ' 

(ill n.is this n i.in^a iiieiit eiil.iileil lie.i\_\ losses to in. Illy leading Muslim 
linns'' 

(e) Do (iovi riiiiK'nt piopose to loiisidei ii ehunge of policy iii view of the 
.ilioxe f.u ts'’ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (.ij I'tl1-I2 was fixed as the basie year in order to 
sei'jie the distrilnition ol these quor>s to well estublislied firnib The exports 
dining ]!)41-42 weie at the lowest ehh and the dealers left in the field at that 
tn le weie thohc of long standing 

(h \o Sii It lino lieen adopted as the hiisie venr for export of several other 
(I imnodities 

(e' Doveinineiil li.ne no niforrn.ation Some shippers are likely to be left 
out whatever the Imsie \ear is adopted 

(dj tioveininent bave no knowledge of the alleged losses 

(el The geiiei.il poln \ 'egariling distrilnition of export quotas is under 
review 


IMI'Oll'IS \\|i IKI'OiriS (CONTUDId II I Id, —Mild./ 

Mr President; The Mouse will now pioceed with the furthei consideration 
of the following motion 

I'hsi lli« Hill 111 (oiiiiiiin- loi ,1 lii.iiiist |«.|i(,il iiiiwfis lo iiiolnliit o, toiitiol imports 
.01,1 ..xpeit .IS lepo.lcl 1,1 Ur. s, , (V.o.mutoe. he i.ik'.Q into ootiselenition ” 

Mr. P. B. Dole (llei.n Non-Muhamiuudan) Mr. I'rCMdent, yesterday I 
w.is iiuiknig I erliiiii oh'-eix.iiKms u.g.,rding the gioiei.d effiit this Bill is likely 
l 2 Nofiv '* 1 "*" exjioits .Old iinpoits and .ilso to a general ileinoialisa- 

ti,m that w,.nlil lake place U no .mieiulments are made in the Bill. 
^VJl,l legi.jd to cl.iiis,. 1 )i,i\|. .iDi, iiio\,.il .111 .inieiidiiieiit .nid theie ,iie other 
ainendinents also 1 .ilso find troni the iniiiutes ot dissent that seveial Members 
of the Sel.'ft (’oiiiiml(,-e I'so vi'”\ with .jie.it ap))relu nsion the effei t ot the 
inoxisiDiis of clause .I The objection is with regard to the issue of permits which 
will he Issued under snh-elmise (D 'I'his as T have aheady observed, is likely 
1(1 gM-t Use (o VI idespre.id corniption and taxouritism Therefore, unless the 
powi I lo issue permits is taken .iwav, this Bill is likely to w'ork a great hard- 
sinp It TJiav he asked, if the Goveinnumt wants to restrict Or prohibit the 
I'xpoit or imjioit of an\ eornmoditv, how elsi' it is to be done’’ So far as the 
ptolnbition is concerned, some order prohibiting the expoit or import of any 
commodity will suffice With reg.iid lo the losti n lion icgaidmg the qnantitx 
of I'xport or import tluae ni.,\ uisc icitain diflieiillies and a competifion' for 
getting the necessan pejunt will loinc into !)■ imr with the lesiilt that if the 
p.iin, IS greased, the permission will he toithc.iiiimg I would, Iiow'uver, suggest 
lor the consideration of the Honourable Member tliat fnstead of issuin<r these 
permits applications should he c.illcd and with thos,. .ippheations win, h'’,n.' for 
import some 30 per cent or 40 per cent of the price .should be deposited The 
( -’OWl 1 
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res'jJt will be that onl\ ihosf iieisoiis who are geauiue traders and who iue uot 
out for profiteering hii( uho do the usual husiiiesb will apply and they will deposit 
such money along with their applications. Now, it may perhaps be asked as to 
what will happen if more applications are received tor the cjiiantitx whieli is 
soughc to he uiiportrd Wh.it is to be done in that case? I would suggest that 
those .applicants who have deposited -‘10 or 40 per cent of the price along witli 
their applications bhoutd be taken together and the quota should lie divided pro- 
rata .iniong those applu-.uits In the this way, ditlicnllv ot issuing permits will 
he easily solved .\fy suhmiasion is that no iiertuits should he granted under 
this clause. 

With regard to sub-clause (2) ot clause 3. in\ Honourahle Inend* Mr Lawson 
has iilrendv made eerfam observations and I think they nie very pertinent and 
ought to bo taken into considerntion But what I objeet to is with regard to 
Buh-elaiise (3) of clause 3 This sub-clause (3) has been taken reihatim from 
the Defence of India Buie 84, sub-rule (51 Now T find that this niiiy bave been 

iiei ess.uv when the war was on, but this siih-cifliise gives very wide powers to 

the (lovernuieiit wherein it is quite JikeJv tliat ,iii\ person inav be put to severe 
loss 'I'lie question .mses whether sneh sweeping powers as are provided in sid)- 
ctiui'.e (3) of clause 3 should be given to the Gov eminent Sub-eltnise (3) reads, 
aa follows: 

‘ Notvridist. I'dinj; aiijlhing nmtaiudt in tlu> .vti.i ‘'diil Ail die Ceiitial Vioveiiimeiil nii' 
bv okIoi jiiililislied in the oHitial Garetle [iioliilut lestiut or impo'se lonrlilinns on the 
cleaianc'P vihethoi roi home (oiisiiimiti.m a Wn >hi|iiiieiil .d.io.id ,it .iiiv .noiU oi i l,is» ol 
«oo,^ .miioited into Ihilid. tmli.. " 

Now, 8ir, bad .Ills ihiiise 1... 11 .o Woid.d ib.u the goods I be ,1. .mime ol w ha 
wotilel be [iui!.ibited oi ustinted .lie the u’oods the import o' W budi b.is bi'cn 
prohibiteil Ol U'sliieltil iiiuhl siib-1 l.nise il) ol cljiise !, (lien It would li.ive been 

all right But the wonlnig ot sub-el.iiis,- (,!• is oi , iiv goods 'I’.ike Jor nistanee 

tie eas, of lie gui>ds tli.tl b.ive aiiivid iii lieb.i and tbeic was no restriction when 
the eoods wete nii[)Orted, tliev ate Iviiig on tie- wluul .md .m awaiting elear.UK e 
At dull time d ,.11 otfitei t.ikes into Ills lie.id to pass ,m order iiroliibiliitg the 
cleaiaiice of these goods ot the traiishipment ol these iroods loi semfuig nbro.id 
it would (lefite havoc and loss In ease <it a m.m who Kiiowiitglv lintigs tin 
re.^ti'ited goods ttnd who knows tliat the Goverutricnt would < otiie down ujiou 
hini at .tiiv time, I imii mideistand this siiL-cljcUse as appivmg restrit led to goods 
wliieti .ir<' pioinbiled or rostiKted under siib-cliuisi' (1) md the wording is 
wide '(M’ for sbipmeiil abioad ol .uiv goods oi el.iss ol yoods So il is imr tb" 
goods (hut me lestiuied oi proliihtted hut ativ goods It tlieii fove, in the case- 
ot gooils wbiih Iiavi alieadv arrivinl in the hmlioin and whieli are awaiting 
cleaiaiice ,in older is passed by tin- Central (ioveniineiit prohibiting those goods*, 
thin 1 sulumt, it will i ivale an umieccssarv h.irdslnp to the iruporfcers, In this 
cotiiu rlioii, I will diaw the allciition of the House to section 89 of the Sea 
Customs Act, wliieli runs as follow’s 

“When the ovuioi' of iiiy goods entered for tiome-connumpUon, mid (if svuh «nofls he 
liable lo diitv) aii<ieio.e(l under Reitieri 87, has paid the impoit ilalv (if am I js<i'«sed mi *u. It 
goods .ind .inv charges [wy.ilde under this \it in lespcd ot the -,imc thi ( 'iistoiijs ofTn m 
nrav niaUe an oidei eleariiig tlie same, .tnd su<h older shall be safTnienl ,0111101111 foi the 
renlma! of such goods bv the orrner ” 

Now. Kir, the position seems to he this that ibis sei tion 89 is still operative so 
that as soon as goods an-ive in the harbour, the eiistoms duty will have to he 
levied on those goods and the importer wall have to pay that duty Bub after all 
it is quite possible for anv government offieer to restrict or prohibit clearance ot 
these goods. That will cause still greater hardshill The customs duty is re- 
covered under .section 89 of the Sea Caistoms A.ct and after that the goods are 
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jt>rolii_bited What does this meaui* 1 do not know wbj the wording of this sub- 
4iluuBo (<3) is kept so wide that any goods whether prohibited or restricted or not» 
tliose goods are not to be cleared and why bhould t.ucu wide powers be claimed. 

L know under itule d4 ot the Deleuce of indiu itules such « provision existed* 
jlnt we are not now in war time, as evervthng is lair in love or wai. That was 
all right then \\ e are not now at war with iiuybouV Is it necessary that 
such sweeping powers should be vested m Uovernmeiit at this time. What is 
ih(< basis'' I do iioi know tt>t wliat purpose In iact 1 have not been able to 
-understand even in the Select Committee why this sub-clanse (3) is retained 
or praeticalh < opied fioni Jliilc H4 ot the Delcnco oi India Uuies unless there 
IS some ver) weighty reason ior such a clause. Otherwise this clause should not 
be placed on the statute book at all 'I'lieieloie I siiliiint that" unless a very 
.satisfactorv c.\phaiution is loitheommg as to wh_v tins < lanst should be re- 
trained, J am afraid 1 tannot vote for this provision ^ 

Now, I diaw the attention of the House to clause 5 of the Bill. This clause 

'*If sny pemon any oidei made oi deemed to have been made under this 

Act ’ ’ 

I do not understand why these woids ‘deemed to liuve been made' have been 
j>ul 111 there at all t'lause 4 says, “all oiders made >inder rule b4 ol the Helence 
III Kiuli.i lliiles ot tliat rule as contniued in lorce by tile EniergeiK.y Biovisious 

(Continuance) Ordinance, 1946 deemed to have been made under this Act”. 

I'liis IS in clause 4 Thereloit ail oideis that iiiiiv have been p.tssed undei the 
Defence ol India rules oi oirliiuince are deemed to be ordeis under this Act. Hav- 
ing said so in elauBc 4, what is the necessity ot adding these words ‘deemed to have 
been made under tins Act’ in danse \lso 1 do not undei stand the propriety 
ol these words at all Of (oiiise it may be said that this is practieallv a copy of 
what IS said in the previous clause. But that is no answer i. lauso 4 says 
4 leaily tliat all order passed undei Kule H4 ol the Ordinance ■'hall be deemed to 
have lieen passed nnile) this .\ct That is sufficient It is not necessary iur- 
ihei to say ‘that if anv peison loiilraicnes an\ order made or deemed to have 
been made iindci tins Act’ Tliese w’ords aie not at all necessary 1 would 
-||t.w iiic lliiii . lb - HUM bid 'll-, iii.i’, 'i (.'1 t'--' tiiMsnn It von 

keep tlicse words ‘deeincd to liave been made under this Act' the mischief will 
be tins Then, is an artaele which is not prohibited iKcotdmj, to the list pub- 
lished by the (io\ eminent ol India In these lists the aitide which is sought to 
be piolnbited by an oidet is not mentioned tluie But the officer savs that 
under clause 3 ol this Bill 1 prohibit oi 1 rcstiiet the unpoit of tins nit'cle 
Really speaking this aitiele is not mentioned in the list published by the 
OoveriimenI of India But he purports to act undei clause 3 and t)iere''ore 
-iiich an Older will he “deemed to have been made under this Act” Therefore 
although he acts illegalK still, il should he deemed to have been made under 
tills Act Tins will cause gicatcr mischief The man will not he liable for any 
punishment, he will not he called upon to explain his conduct, and nil acts 
whether legallv oi iltegalK done, if the' aie deemed to have been made under 
this Act, the poor fellow who imports the goods knowing that there is nothing ’ 
In the list of the Government of India against importing the specific goods 
that man will he arraigned and prosecuted and senteneed for no fault of his. 
AIv submission is that these words are not onlv redundant hnt thev are un- 
necessary On the contrary thev are sometimes likely to cause mischief. 
Therefore I would submit for the considi ration of the Honourable Member in 
charge of the Bill that these words should he omitted fiom clause 5 

I now eome to clause 7. Somehow or other I find that even RuV 84 of the 
Defence of India Rules there is no provision for a saving clause In manv 
Acts there are saving clauses saving nil acts done under the previous enaci- 
ment from being dragged into n court of law. Any officer who nets houa fide 
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under any euactmeiit is protected from the mibchief of being dragged mto ai 
court of law. Here, 1 do not understand why this clause 7 is called ‘saving’. 
It says “No older niailc or deemed to have been made luider this Act shall be 
called m question iii an\ court and no suit, prosecution or other legal proceed- 
ing shall lie against any person for anything in good faith done or intended to 
be done midci tliN Act oi anv order made or deemed to have been made there- 
under ' ' 

iMy humble submission is that leally speaking tins is giving too wide 
pouers \Vh.i do they want to b-- sased'* Are they going to act illegally’’ 
If they do so, \Gu should the> not be arraigned befoie a eomt of law? Why 
should thc\ not bi- liable foi damages and for prosecution [ do not at all 
understand tins saving el.iuse giving protection for all acts to be done imder 
the FiXport. and fmpoit eontiol Therefore f submit that under this Bill you 
are giving too wide powers It was all light that Government wire given such 
poners during the time of war Even under Itiile 84 (In ie was no such saving 
danse But bere m peaee time in thus Bill tliere is siicb a saving elause giving 
protection for all .icts and omission commission on the part of officials ot Gov- 
ernineiit mIio want to act illegally. T have alreadv submitted that we have 
had enough deinoialisation in this enmilrv on account ol contiols There was 
n long debate last, time about these _tontrols and fiom cverv nook and comer greni 
hue and cry was raised against these controls ITiie wc enact one after another 
laws which are to be plnceil on tbt‘ statute book to pci()ciiiarc those eontinls I 
think, Sir, wc li.ivi* come lo ,i stage when the moial tone ol oiir society should 
he improved Wlienever we eiiac* am law, our ondeavoiir should bo towards- 
tho impiovemcnt of the tone of societv Heie on the contrarv attempts are- 
being made to I'crpidiiat.- m one form or another all sorts of controls and in 
such ,1 manner that will cause perhap.s the urcali si and untold hardships to 
some importers or exporters I think m peace time these things should be 
carefullv avoided f^nless the Bill is improved in the directions suggested by 
me and tliose difficulties which T just now suggested are removed I do not think 
the Bill should be passed 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubh&i (Ahmedabad Millowners’ Associatijn' Indian Corti- 
meree) Sir, controls and quotas under the Defence of India Rules have been 
a disgiihting and disgraceful chapter m the commercial history of this country 
I can well realise vvliv the Honourable the Commerce Member domes before 
this Hfoiiso to leriew the Defence of India Rules and Ordinances. The reasons 
behind tins are slioitnge of goods all round in certain categories. The othci- 
reason i« protection to the industries of this country 'The object is certiifily a 
good and laudable otic .ind also necessary Some powers ought to be gliun to- 
the Government under the Bill, but. Sir, the powers asked for have beeii mis- 
used m the past and I therefore desire that we ahotvld not give any such [lowers 
to the riovcmmcnt vvlneh would be liable to he misused and abused and which 
would be harmfii] to the real interests of tr.ade .and industry In the past these 
controls .-uid (|m)l is li.ivi- created ii lot, of corruption favouritisiT' repotiam ; 
and other evils have sprung up out of them And with that in 
mind I b.ivo suggesteil some safeguards and amendmenti; [ will come 
to tb.it Inter on But I would like the House to note what kind of corruption 
has ;;i own imdei this quota and control t-ystein I will give one important 
exanqile which hiis led to the, loss of some millions and many hi.iiest exporters 
have licin robbed of tlnir legitimate dues and gains I refer to the members 
of the .\Iaskuti Cloth Market Association of Ahmedabad whose i ii'rchants werei 
real eviiorters .vnd have Ipst millions because of the wrong action af the depart- 
ment m depriving them of their just dues As early an AprL l'M6 I took up 
the matter along with them as their representative with the Cii.n..iierce Depart- 
ment I saw the then Secretary Sir N. R. Pillay along with the Secret tfv 
of the Maskati Market Association and other members, and a discussion tick 
place as to why they were not given their dne quotas for export. He ref« .‘eiT 
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los to t£e Joint Secretary us he was tiien leaving for the Continent The Com- 
merce Secretary sent a directive to the Export Trade Controller at Bombay 
to look into the matter and do juetice to them. A directive was iasued and 
these people were asked to represent their case The matter was delayed and 
after a few months a printed circular went to them that their representation* 
had been rejected and they could not get these quotas T'he matter was again 
taken up on the 17th and 18th October 1946 when the Secretary of the Maskati 
Market Association and some Honourable Members of this House and myself 
disensaed the matter threadbare with the Secretary of the Department. A 
representation dated 2nd July 1946, was made to the Export Trade Controller 
and that was discussed with the Secretary . I wnll read a portion of that repre- 
sentation , I would say that there wore three categories of cases covered in 
that representation, — A, B and C, and after discussion with the Secretary and 
the Deputy Chief Controller they gave a decision in {H\onr of these merchants 
in categories A and B, while in category C many documents had to be seen 
and more discussions had to take place. And so a <|ue8tioiinmre was issued and 
certain questions were asked, and both parties — those who had lost tliefr 
quota and those wdio had wrongly got their quotas — had to be confronted witb 
each other with documents and other things. That procedure was evolved 
I will read these categories so as to explain to the House how much corruption 
this has engendered : and bins has cost millions of Rupees to these real ex- 
porters. 

' ui) TJio Almieilabad sellei haa r«cei\ed oi<l»i from the Itancoeu Imver and the Kaiignoi. 

bujei has also lerailted tlie munCNS directly to (he sellers The Ahmcdabad seller is A 

anil file Rangoon buyei is H C in Bombay hjs on some oases acted inoielv for the purpose 
of atlcniling to the shipments of those goods which B (fiangoon meiohatU) has piitchased 
fiom t (the thniedabad merchanti and (■ therefore has had no interest in this ti.ule ( 
thoipfoie IS not an exporter’ 

'I'liKt is what w.iv decided lix the Sccretaiy In (uteguix l> Hicse c.iaes 
come in 

"(b) In some e.i-( s it lisjipencd that (' lias not peixnialb lender^ hi- seiMies tot 
export, hut, h.is engaged another man for such services, but neither t' nor his deputy oi 
suli-contrsetoi foi tl.inspoit or aliipincnt is .i leal expoiter 

f() In some la-ea the \hmedah.sd meiihants who sold the gooils to Buun.i nierclianti 
feeeixed instructions diieii Iroiii the Burm,i Imjeis to send the goodn to Bomhav uhere the 
Burma merchants asked the .tlimed.ibad sup|dier to dr.aw for the .onomit of the goods on 

the due date on .i p.iitv iii Bomhav on henait of the Burma huveis h\ vvsv of Itinniis The 

Bombay man honoured the JFiinih arianged toi shipment of the goods tiom Bomhav U> 
'Burma, but the Bomhav man has no inteiest in the expoit tiadt- hut acted meielv as and 
for the purpose of trimshinment of goods and the leal exportei lemanis the Vhiiiedahad 
seller In this i.xse aI»o. .a.s in the previous rases, derlarations in form \ hi|| -hoy. tlial 
the snppliei ts the Mimedahad merehant that is, he is the expoiter ” 

Then all of a sudden on the 18th February a letter goes to the nierdi.'ints 
and although in categories A and B which are 70 per cent, of the cases a deci- 
sion was given in their favour, it was reversed by the said lei ter, and tlna is 
what that letter from the Commoice Department says 

“Wlith reference to your letter, dated the 16th Octobei 1946 addiessed In the t.'onimerce 
Department on'the above subject I have the hononi to sav that the Ahmedabad merchants 
can be considered as real exporters only m those caeeb where they had effected shipment- 
daring the basic period on their own acocount and the Bombay party was acting only «s a 
Iwnted mukaddam or a cltanng agent, tn all other cases it is con8idered_ that the 
Ahmedabad party had no intereits in the gooda after they had been railed to Bombay ant 
that they also did not undertake the riska usually associated with the export It baa 
therefore been decideiTthat in such cases, the Bombay party, if ho u already in receipt 
of quotas on the basis of such exports should continue to enjoy the quota rights ” 

Ahmedabad hae no port and so they have to come to a port; tliey have’ got 
to appoint shipping agents and clearing agents T will refer here in the world ' 
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jiraotice of ho« slii)n»ents from the iiiteuor of eoimtriefi .ire being done In 
England tJiero ik .1 big firm of shmiieis and elenring agents who also do the 
banking side of it — Messrs J. S. Holt and Moseley l>td I have done nulliom 
-of rupees ivorfb of bii-niess with them 1 am myself a clearing and shippingf.' 
.igent and I know the tiade very well and I can tell you that they do banking 
i.nsiiKSh .mil |i,i> on heh.ilf of merchants: they ship on behalf of merchants 
■■aid they lOi onl\ shipping and clearing agents and bankers in England; 

'.liile here ill this coniitry a liiiiiker 01 shipping .iiul clearing agent is considered 
ii quota holder bv the Dep.ii tment and the real exporters’ interests are thrown 
tc the winds Mmd. these aie not individual merchants. It is an Association re- 
iii'esenting two thousiind meich.ints and Association which is dealing in wholesale 
cloth buemes.s 'J’he (listnbiition side of it h.is been commended lit this (lOvevn- 
nuiiit and Tndiisti'os De])nitment and has been so well done that such a systo- 
iiiatu) thing h.is not hern done iji any other jiiirt of the coiiiitrv No merchant 
'll til. it Association eter goes to the court against another and for the last 15 
years not one case has gone to the court; they have their own arbitration rules 
and in I.*) days all complaints are settled Even their disputes with millownerg 
are settled hi arlntmtion .aid it is a unique Association, but Sir, their repre- 
sentations have been flouted It may he said that Cloierinnent lay down a 
I ertam procodnie outside wineh no oliicer cun g<> Such a directive was really 
printed otigmallv some 18 months ago or two sears ago; and still although in 
(he pniitcfl directue ceit.im rules were laid down these rules were flouted As 
I said, a, decision was .ilready gnen m then fa\om but that decision was revers- 
ed This is the corrn|>tion and nepoti.sin that is going on under these quotas 
and controls and that is why I do not like officers or even Government to have 
such wide pow-ers as .ire sought to he given here I'owers have been misused 
III the past and Ihev will miivIv he misused m the future; that is whv I do 
not like tlipin Tli.it is wh\ vaiious suggest loins h.iie beui made by me and 
other Honourable IVfembcis and some w-.iy sliould be found wherebv such 
powers arc not granted .mv more to these ofl'a nils or to (lovernmeiit In siich- 

eases 1 have swgi^sted .1 pidici.il tiibini.il loi appe.il, .ind this tribunal will go 

into the quest 'Oil ol iiglithil owners of these ipiotas But T would suggest a 
■further tiling which would reinoie the possibihtv of corruption m the working 
of this Aid It IS this Indi.i is paving verv heavy jinces for th“ food that it 
imports We have .ihe.idv subsidized our food iinpoita to the tune of 20 crores 
last year, there would be another 1.5 or 20 erores this vear 'Hiose countries 
are eh.irgmg us veiv higli prices much higher than world jniees. while wo are 
ciporting our artudes, sucli .is doth cotton and various other tlntigs not nt world 

prices hut at onr loiitiolled prices, and so the benefit of that goes to the verv 

countries which ate i barging us Ingh prices for our fiwdstuffs As T suggested 
on a previous oeeasiou if the (lovernniont t.ikes over the export ol these irri- 
nortunt corurnodities and sells them at world jirices, they' would certniiilv make 
10 to 20 crores of rnpees in the b.irgain and fiorn that sum wo can subsidize 
■•our food imports What happens nhinit cloth tiade is this The foreign coun- 
tries buy from this coiintrv at coutrojh d ptice .md sell to consumers in thoir 
countries at three tunes the pnee So the consumers m those <-oimtnes do not 
get tie goods at eontrolled price, but they aie being fleeced by the intermediarieB 
or their Governments There is nothing wiong in i barging world prices T 
understand Burma is charging us quite .w different price for rice than what is 
prevailing m that country; thev have two price hw'els T w’ish this inipoitant 
inisiriess is done by Government so that there will he no mote ipuita holders 
But if (lovemment somehovi or other comes to the conclusion that quota holrlers 
■should be kept, they can be given a reasonable margin of psntit, hpt T ■w'ould 
prefer, since, there is so much of corruption, that there should he no quota hold- 
■ers for exports at all Government should do exports and help the Excheqiu r 
-of the country so that the heavy taxation proposals that have been presented 
to the House may be lightened. 
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^garding imports it will be said that there would be some dlMculfyr X 
realize that. But may IjMint out that during war time the liidushries Depetrt-' 
meat or the Commerce Department suggested to the Glass industry wheth^ 
they would not be prepared to take up the distribution of glassware along with 
then own produotion so that the consumer is not fleeced by intermediaries, if 
the industries concerned could take up the re-sale of , goods at cost through 
their own retailers so that the consumers would get the articles at reasonable 
prices 

- Mr. President: I am afraid the Honourable Member is going into wider, issues 
We ate not concerned with all that. The onl;s question heie is as to whether 
the House is prepared to give Government powers for the purpose of controlling 
imports and exports. The Honourable Member need not go mto side-issues 
Mr. Vadilal ZiSUttbhal: Why I have made certain suggestions on the distri- 
Ijution side is because certain difficulties have been euunierated Even in the 
Select Committee we had a discussion on these points and we found that there 
were certain difficulties. 

Mr. President: I do not think it will be permissible to go into those deUula 
on the present motion. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: As the Honourable Members must have seen^ 1 have 
made oertam suggestions If this corruption and nepotism is to be stopped, 
w'e must see that where any quota holder or licence holder feels that he Ims 
been unjustly treated, he should be given on opportunity to place his case before 
a tribunal. Such appeals should be considered by some independent authoritv 
outside the officials of the department concerned, and that is why I have sug- 
gested in the amendment that there should be a judicial tribunal. If such a 
tribunal is established) and appeals go to it much of the corruption can be done 
away with. Sir, although I support the main object of the Bill, I do not support 
it in its present form. 

Mr. lUnu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau’ Indian Com- 
merce) I rise to support the motion moved b.v the Honourable the Commerce 
Member T have heard many things which have been said on this subject in 
this ^use, but I feel that the way to look at it is not the way in which some 
of our colleagues here are look'iig It is of great imjiortance that this country 
should in view of the Geneva Conference arm itself with the list of powers 
which have been used throughout the war and whose further use, if and when 
necessary, would be fulh justified in so far as war conditions tvhich created 
these restrictions have not vet disappeared And it would strengthen the hands 
,of the Indian delegation if they were in a position to say that our country has 
found it necessary to use these powers daring the war period and will continue 
to find it necessary to use these powers for the next few years. All of us gene- 
rally and in theoiv desire that there should be no restrictions, but in actual 
practice is the position of supply, production and availability of goods of such 
a charaeter tbat. we coufcl leave the field free? Is the judgment of individual 
merchants, who are importing recklessly what may he used and what may not 
be required, be piven frCe plnv^ Is this country to be left to these people 
to decide for themselves what articles the.v are going to have? Have we not 
heard oases 'here fountain pens, and cosmetics and transparent plastics have 
come to this country in quant ties which this country will probably not con- 
sume for the neyf fnw years 1 Have we not the case of the slump in the silk 
niarKet u’here against Government’s expectation of about 51) lakhs of rupees from 
the import dutv Government actualy realized 3 crore.s and seevnty-five lakhs ^ 
Are we 'roing to let the resources of this country dissipated and exchange pro- 
h^m left free and undetermined? 

' Mr. P. (Jo!e: The Ordinance is still in force. 

Mir. Mlum Subedar: If we were’ to decide to do this, let me mimtion to the 
HdtiM what would he the eonseouenees. All the ayRilablfB resQuroes will be 
Iddked up in things unessentialif efforts ma-y bd pVjlybodjf 

wgwJdi-tpt reeklesslv to- negotuMIt witii pe<^,; aoa'< there', wdiffd be a% 
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some sWe or other an abrupt stoppage. In other words tlie same powers 
winch the Government wants now and which the House hesitates to give may 
have to be invoked in a much more drastic manner. Do we want to reach a 
state of such confusion or do we want the Government to be armed with these 
powers so that they may use them in a proper manner and they may look not 
to the mdividual interests of merchants as such but to the common interest 
of society, so that whatever restrictions they are obliged to place will be oalou- 
liifed and governed by the one consideration, namely how far it is necessary to 
check operations in certain directions in the interest of the country as a whole. 

Now, Sir, that does not mean for a moment that numerous points of detail 
should not be considered, and I am sure when the Bill is considered clause by 
clause the Honourable the Commerce Member will give relevant explanations or 
meet such point as the one made by my Honourable friend regarding the words 
deemed to have been made’. With regard to Mr Lawson’s plea that war time 
festrictions should not be renewed and as reflected also in an amendment from 
that side of the House that this law should be restricted to one year, all that I 
have to say is this. liot the Government of the country, which is now manned 
by popular people, in whom we have absolute confidence, judge as to the neces- 
sity of the powers and if they have, after proper consideration chosen to bring 
forward this measure, I would not ask the House to turn it down merely on the 
plea that this is a war time restriction. Isn’t the kingdom from which my 
friends hail exercising all these powers and more? Is not Sir Stafford Cripps 
trying to make bulk purchases for the States in the British economy? Is there 
not more than one direction in the powers which either dormant or not used during 
the war period are now invoked because that Government; recognises that there 
is a real economic crisis and if that country is to be saved it will be saved by 
consistent and proper effort? If that is so, why cannot we in this country have 
these powers taken by this Governmenf. in which we have confidence and used 
in a discriminating manner with regard to the details of which T shall speak upon 
presently. 

There is another reason why I think these powers are necessary. As I have 
been trying to say on previous occasions, this country has a real and genuine 
7,roduction crisis. I want the Government of the country to take pro.nipt and 
effective measures. Without being rude, if I mav say so, I want suggestions 
which are made by Members of this House not to be turned down with the usual 
plea that these suggestions have been considered — considered meaning at the 
level of a Secretary or Deputy Secretary, and sometimes may be the predecessor 
of the Honouable Member. I do not want them to treat lightlv suggestions 
wliich are made. But if there is a production crisis a^ l if wo w'nnt this country’s 
Government to act energetically and with speed and boldlv. how can they do 
so if these powers do not exist? How oan they interfere with the right of an 
individual to import what he likes and export what he likes, ns and when he 
likes, to anv country, at any price, and under anv conditions he lik''s ? Ts that 
possible? It will be necessary in connection wHh this nroduet on crisis, through 
which our country is passingi for Government to adopt several measures which 
I have from time to time indicated as briefly as previous opportunities per- 
mitted. I will not use this opportunity of going into them in great detail. I 
will mention them once again I still think that this Government ought to 
draw up a list of articles which are more seriously required in this country^and 
which are in short supply and in which there is a rampant blaek-morket. This 
Government should also make up a list of our manufactures and our essential 
minerals and tea and hides and jute and other articles which this country is 
in a position to supply better than any other country in the world. With these 
two 1 should like the agents of this Government to actively roam about the 
world. They must be mtelligent men, and men of status, who will initiate 
negoty^ions with other people. We can never get in this country something 
tor nt^ing but we can always bartoT and we can always sav if you give me this 
on which T ii*n a little short, I will give you this on which you are short, end 
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may be we shall find that our production crisis could be met by this kind of 
effort. By the measure which I am indicating, a certain amount of restriction 
and direction to the import and export trade of the country may be necessary. 
That means that the quantities available for exports through the normal chan- 
• aelr may have to be restricted and Government may take it op for the more 
OTsential barter which they will negotiate in this manner. . Similarly, private 
import of certain things may be restricted and Government may bring up all 
these goods and distribute them in such a manner so that it leads not only 
the increase of the supply but the bringing down of the price, the distribution 
which will destroy the black-market and the reaching of these goods to the 
consumer who will make use of them and not heard them. A.II these measures 
require that Government should have these powers and that they should use 
these powers with care. 

Then, Sir, with regard to these imports, let me indicate what sort of con-' 
fusion this particular administration unfortunately has fallen into, and it is that 
which has brought forth some rather very strong criticisms from various quar- 
ters. I was told, Sir, that they were very short of steel, licenses for steel w ere 
not freely given for importation, and the reason given was that the Controller 
of Steel in Calcutta had made enquiries from countries all over the world and 
ho had found that there was no supply of^^teel available in this country. Now, 

I put it to you that this heavily worked official, from whose office we do not 
get replies for a matter of months, how had he already ascertained from every 
country in the world whether steel in any form, i.e., scrap, billets, round bars or 
sections, or any other form, in any quantity, was or was not available? And 
if he did ascertain this — which is an impossible feat — is it not possible that 
since he ascertained that, conditions elsewhere may have changed and some 
small lots may have become available? This method of choking off the supph 
of an article which is very urgently required in this country indicates nothing 
but slovenlv neglect and a tendency to drift and a tendency to sleep in Gov- 
ernment, which I trust will be removed. We want licenses for steel. It is this 
kind of abuse which has rendered the import and export control liahle to criti- 
cism and I must say that I hope that this will not occur in future Take the 
other ease Government had the power through the Tleserve Bank and the Ex- 
change Control Bill to restrict gold and silver and they used this nower at a 
moment when the importing of gold and silver into this country by private banks 
was already causing a world scandal and a world oonunent and it was putting 
money at the expense of India into the pockets of continental foreigners, whicii 
was not very desirable But how could Government act in this manner ’ T 
think myself that from Gold and silver Government could make four to ten 
crores of rupees in the forthcoming vear Had not the Government the power 
under the Foreign Exchange Control Bill how could they act? Mav I ask, how 
this prompt measure which they took overnight, how they would have been able 
to do this? Therefore, I soy that it :a necessary for the Government to have 
tliese powers and to use them for improving the supply position of the country, 
to use them for easing the consumers’ outcry against black-markets and gene- 
rally to regulate the trade. 

Now. Sir, there are various aspects of the administration of this Government 
which have been criticised. These criticisms in my mind do not amount to a 
negation of the Bill They amount to this — to a note of caution, to a request 
that in the administration of these powers, there should not be harshness and 
there should not be complacency but that vigilance shoulil he exercised and as 
far as poasihle officers of a superior level should look more into this and there 
should not be too much of a delegation of authority to officers of lorver status. 

Sir, ahuses have taken place in this department and I know that several 
' high officials were sent away from their jobs, because there were things men- 
tioned about them, though unproved and they were not prosecuted. ,^uman 
nature being what it is it is pbsaible that these abuses did take place. I know 
ii: ilie streets of Bombay it was oohimon talk that people could go to Delhi and 
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get licences. For instance, evacuee Jews from Poland, Czechoslovakia and Iraqf 
and others who were in Bombay, it is notorious, came to Delhi and got licences 
fot all sorts of articles. They commandeered these commodities and then they 
‘hawked these licences round. I will mention another case, a case which was 
reported to me of ^ man who got a licence for the export of 50 tons of aluminium 
utensils. This man who had never exported any aluminium in his life before 
walked into an aluiniiiiuni office and offered 50 tons for export. He did not 
know what are these utensils, what is the price, who will buy them or who will 
sell them. When asked how he got the license he just said “Well I got the 
license.” The fact of the matter was in this particular case that he was the 
brother of ^mo superintendent or head clerk in the department who knew all 
the ropes and the license was issued As in the case of ration cards and petrol 
coupons, some of these licences are clearly forgeries and there is no means for 
anybody to check them up In some cases the figures of the amounts permit* 
ted are often altered But in all cases where an entirely new party gets hold 
of a licence, he is, in my opinion, suspect. It is a case of either corruption , 
favouritism or forgery. That criticism cannot apjily to firms which have been 
doing this work in the past They at least know the trade They have con- 
nections at the other end. They ar^ the proper trade channel 

This distinction between new and old firms has also been overdone The 
Government have made a perfectly arbitrary rule. Either 1937 or 1938 or some 
such basic year is taken, and the quota of a firm is determined on the basis of 
what they exiiorted, to whicli countries, in which month, etc That was the 
policy of the previous government. Instead of having the houestv to say that 
they will restrict the exports to certain articles, they made the rules so devious 
and the, qiialificatioiis so difficult that it was difficult for the most experienced 
and well established firms in the trade to qualify under the various requirements 
which were put down. A firm had sent to Italy but not to Genoa If not. they 
could not get an export license I believe that since then considerable improve- 
ment has taken place and I am sure the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber will be able to explain to this House that todav the poliov of the Govern- 
meut 18 not to restrict the export for the sake of restriction, as it was the case 
w'lth the previous government, which had other objectives. Todav the policy 
of the Government should be to permit as much export as possible In fact 
u they should examine whether India’s exporting capacity 
should be limited and whether m view of having to import food, capital goods 
iiiachmery, consumer goods, etc , it would not he jiroper to make a speoml 
effort to increase our exports Therefore today the position of this Govern- 
ment 18 and should be that they are looking of the economic life of the country 
as a Whole and they are adjusting these matters in a manner which will not 
cause an unnecessary distress or outcry in this country 

I do feel that Government ought to consider this question Why are people 
after export licences? Why all this outcry and suspicion of corruption and 
favouritism? I have not the slightest doubt that corruption exists. 

I hai^ also not the least doubt that the volume of it as spolcen of is 
^ exaggerated. There is no department of Government, for the matter 
of that there is no private firm or business in which a certain measure of oppor- 
tunity for corruption does not exist All that we are anxious to see is ; is it kept 
flown? Is a mistake discovered in one ease not allowed to repeat itself again ^ 
If that IS so, then the administration would not certainly he open to the same 
outcry. 

With reagrd to state trading reference has been made. Why are people 
after these export licences? Because when the exports are restricted to certain 
markets the aHsmafiiro ontirnaa i i . . . ' 


markets the alternative s^ces of receiving tte game goods does noTexist'^" The 
i. There is high inflation in certain countries outside, in 


profits are very high. 


which case goods going out from India are necessarily sold at a very high profit, 
i had this morning ascertained in the course of the question hour the cwt.at 
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which goods can be imported into this country and the control price of the same 
articles in this country. In most cases the control price was very much above' 
the cost at which we would be able to import these commodities. This in itsel| 
is a proof that it would be very profitable for people to export goods. When 
people are unable to export in one form, they export in another form, either 
fllightly manufactured or dressed or done up. When things are so sent and they 
do not get licences, I do not think the Honourable the Commerce Member is 
to blame. I have heard that from many ports goods have been exported, parti- 
cularly from the west coast of India and from such Indian States as Jhanjiri to 
which my Honourable friend Mr. Gadgil r*-ferred the other dav Though certain 
commodities have definitely been prohibited from expoit they have been ex- 
poHed under a misnomer. When Silk cloth or siijierior cotton cloth is sent 
out, it is called timber or tile. Inside the tile or timber consignment may be 
the silk or cotton cloth The port authorities have their records clear One 
barge went full with tiles the records say All these dodges are there and are 
occurring, because private individuals are evading the laws and the profits in 
this case go entirely into private pockets. 

I would like to raise the point which I had raised on a previous occasion, 
that It is high time and more particularly because of this distinction between 
cld quota holders and new quota holders, that we did try to see whether the 
trade of this country cannot benefit the Htate in a larger measure than it is 
doing now, and as to whether it could do so the examples and precedents are 
there. We had the U. K. C C. a corporation owned by the United Kingdom 
w’liich did trade m this country for crores of rupees. They made enormous pro- 
fits I have been wanting m this House to get the attention of Government 
to tax them, because they were liable to taxation, as thev were trading in this 
country I fear that this Government has not yet been able to collect any tax 
n limey from the U K. 0. (' Today the cotton crop of Egypt is purchased by 
the U K The sugar crop of Cuba is purchased and the cotton produced by 
America is purchased by the U. K. There are state corporations assisting ex- 
ports and various other measures are taken in Japan. There were exporting asso- 
ciations which had a monopoly of exports. It was worked in such a way that 
nominally private individuals exported but they had to work through these corpo- 
rations, so that a substantial amount of the gain was secured for the state. The 
Honourable the Commerce Member has already in the matter of cotton export to 
Japan tried to get some cloth in return. I was told that if you buv things from 
Japan you have to pay in dollars. If we have to pay in dollars, which is obvious- 
ly scarceT would it not be desirable to produce something which Japan can take 
and would it not be desirable for the state, as state, to enter into these transac- 
tions at high level without the intervention of middlemen as govem- 
1 p.M. ment to government transactions and secure substantial economic 
benefit to this, country ? This again would not he possible unless the 
powers which are delineated in this Bill were made available. 

In conclusion I would like to say that these are wide powers Nobodv dis- 
putes that they are very extensive powers The proposition I put to the House is 
that we have confidence in this Government This very House gave powers to 
a foreign Government w’hich was not responsible to us in the past. That Gov- 
■ernment abused those powers and in this very House we have had examples of 
this abuse related and detailed from time to time Therefore I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that these powers should he given to the Government. But I 
should like to say at the same tipae having regard to the criticisms which have 
appeared in the press and which have fallen from several Honourable Members 
in this House and having regard to the inherent possibility of abuse of the 
powers implied in these times when commodities are scarce and when oppor- 
tunities to trade are sought after very assiduously by people with money in. 
i^eir poqhet, having regard to all these, whether it will not be possible for Gov- 
-eruraeoxt to ei^te a kind of semi-official body which will advise Government on 
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this subject, bring oomplaiuts with regard to the operation of these controls 

to the notice of Government. I do not want to dogmatize but 1 want to say^ 

that Government should protect themselves and 1 feel that they will be protect- 
ing also the bu^ness community which is concerned if they did so. 1 know the 
Honourable Member does receive representations from Chambers of Commerce 
and makes it a point to visit some of these Chambers of Commerce when he 
goe^ down, but that is not enough. What 1 feel is that either through the Stand- 
ing Committee attached to his Department — a small Sub-Committee thereof — 
or through any other body which he may put up for this purpose. I think a 
full account should be given of what has been done in the course of a month 
by this Department as to how many licences have been issued, to whom licences 
have been issued, to whom they have been refused, to what 

destinations they have been given. W'hy should not this in- 

formation be made available? In Government’s own interest I suggest it is very 
desirable, because there is no solvent of corruption and favouritism except ar 
full description of what Government have done Is there any need for any 
secrecy of Government operations? Would it not do great good if all these 
matters were published and would it not be an advantage to have the kind of 
Doard which I am suggesting? I may just recall how his predecessor answered 
my question asking to which companies licences have been given for the import- 
ation of provisions in Bombay. He said “Seven companies have been given, 
but the names cannot bo given as it is not in public interest’’. Sir, it was the- 
most astounding answ er that any Commerce Member could give to any Member 
of this House, It is this kind of secrecy which invites and attracts on Gov- 
eriiment a lot of criticism with regard to the operation of these controls. I say 
one of the cures for all this is publicity and widest publicity and another cure- 
is the association of non-officials who will advise Government, who will take 
from Government their view and tell people what is the exact policy of the 
Government on the subject They will take these particulars month by month 
and distribute them for information. I think they should be made available 
to all who ask for them. That will indicate that this Government is a bold 
one and is not afraid to make decisions and not afraid to let the whole world 
know what they have decided. 

I am sure that the Honourable the Commerce Member will meet not only 
the few legislative points which arise in the drafting of each particular clause 
hut that he will also initiate the administrative measures and the pi^cautions 
which I have indicated. Subject to these I have great pleasure in supporting 
the motion » 

Dr. Zia XTddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Divisions Muhammadan 
Rural) • Sir, T have pressed on several occasions that we do need at present the- 
entire revision of the fiscal policy of the country. We have so long been work- 
ing on the recommendations of the Fiscal Commission which was appointed 
after the Great War in 1921 But the circumstances today have entirely chang- 
ed. They are so different from what they used to be in 1921. In the first in- 
stfliice India is now on the high road of industrialisation This industrialisation 
did not exist so acutely and so vigorously in 1921 The second thing is that 
India is no longer a debtor country. It is a creditor country and we have tn 
recover our sterling balances. The third point in which we differ very much 
compared with 1921 is that here in these days the prices are very high. They^ 
are about three times higher than they were before the war. And the price 
index in India is higher than the price index in any other country in the world. 
The next thing is that our whole trade is unstabilised on account of the war 
emergency and those traditions that we established during the war are stilF 
• being pursued, which may not be necessary. Lastly we are a free country now, 
Onr trade policy is no longer under the dictatorship of "Whitehall. On account 
of these enormous changes I think it is high time that the Commerce Member 
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oorisiders seriously the appointment of a Fiscal Commission similar to what tl^e 
Government of India appointed in 1921. 

I am glad that the Finance Member has really taken up the question of 
taxation policy because we have at present no policy behind us. It depends 
upon the sweet will of the Finance Member Just as we require a regular tax- 
ation policy we also require a fiscal policy for the guidance of the country because 
trade has become a gambling business. It is no longer a science. But if we 
have some kind of policy devised by persons who know the subject and give ii 
to the country then everybody would know what the policy would be and he 
could work with confidence At present no tradesman in India can work with 
confidence. He would not know whether he would get ii licence tomorrow or 
whether the circumstances might change suddenly This attitude of uncer- 
tainty which has now been created in trade and commerce should disappear. 
We must now begin to adopt tbis question of trade policy on a scientific basis 
so that everybody engaged in trade may woik with confidence and may progress 
in a manner which may really be free of gambling 

The second thing is the general attitude of wdiich the present policy is only 
an outcome. If this policy is really there and it is really laid down by an autho- 
ritative Commission then Bills of this kind will no longer be necessary But 
in the absence of these things something will have to be done 

Coming to this Bill itself I do not like controls in any shape or form As 1 
said last time I agree with my friend Cliaiidbn Sri Chand that control and 
corruption are the same — I mean there is no difference between control and 
corruption. These two are synonymous words If you want to remove oorrup-’ 
tion, you must remove control. If you remove control, corruption will be 
removed as a logical consequence. ' 

I was surprised to hear Mr Manu Subedar from whom 1 have been hearing 
for a whole year about the payment of sterling balances 'I'here is not a single 
occasion in which he has not explained the manner in winch the debtor should be 
treated. By his speech today he probably did not realise that he was undoing 
all that he has been saying for a whole year. In what way can we get paid. 
It cannot be in tenns of Bank notes. It cannot be in terms of gold and silver. 
No country possesses treasure by which balance of trade mav be equalised. It can 
only be paid by means of commodities. In one way I would welcome a free im- 
port of all consumers goods from the United Kit gdom. Then our sterling 
balances will be paid. If wo have only import and no export, our trade becomes 
very unfavourable and this will unstabilize our commercial equilibrium. 

For this purpose we require a balanced jxilicy recommended by an authori- 
tative Fiscal Commission If we begin to import large quantities on one side 
we will be receiving the sterling balances which my friend Mr Subedar would 
like to see. On the other hand our industrialists will object and say — why are 
you importing so many things from outside and how can the home industries 
flourish. These are two opposite considerations leading to two opposite direc- 
tions. Some kind of an equilibrium ought to be pointed out to us by means of 
8 Commission which may speak with an authoritative voice and which may 
consider every side of the issue. 

I said I do not like these licences and controls on principle. Up to the time 
I heard the famous speech by Joseph Chamberlain in 1901 when he first preached 
the protection policy I have always been in favour of free trade. Unfortunately 
the world has gone on the other side and we alone cannot afford to go in for free 
trade when protection is the order of the day. When protection has been adopt- 
ed by every other country, we cannot adopt a policy of free trade. 

Now, the Fiscal Commission of 1921 gave us definite warning, that we must 
have safeguards in three matters, namely, monopoly, combine and hoarding. 
T^ie Government never took any step in orfer to safeguard the consumers of this 
country against these three evils. 'Rien there ought to Hft no combine but we 
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Sfco ttiere are combines m every commodity. Government do not protect us 
q^oinst these combines Then there is hoarding. These are three vices which 
ronlly affect the whole policy of protection versus free trade No steps have 
been taken by our previous governments against these evils by any scientific 
planning My Honourable friend the Commerce Member has been here only a 
few months but during the last 25 years Government have done nothing in 
checking these three evils and my friend has got a legacy from his predecessors. 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member can continue his speech after lunch. 

The Assembly then adjourned lor Lunch till Half Past Tuo of the Clock 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Mr G. V. Mavalankar) m the Chair 


Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: Sir, before the House adjourned for lunch I was 
jiiessing the need of appointing a Fiscal Comnussion on the lines of the Fiscal 
Commission of 1922 m order to advise us about the most economic use of our 
existing resources and the way in which we may solve the problems. I also 
mentioned by the way that m whatever form control may be introduced in 
this country, some corruption is unavoidable. So, we should try to remove th* 
fflantro’' and adopt those measures which the Fiscal Commission may suggest. 

I Coming to the question of import and export, the position of import is 
different from the position of export. In the case of import there is only one 
-consideration which we have to bear in mind that our import should not affect 
prejudicially our industries My opinion is that w’e should protect our indus- 
tries by means of imjiort duties and not by restrict ons of licenses If we levy 
smfiicient import duties which may be protective, then we need not very much 
< are about lincenses. Tf the protective duties have boon imposed, let there be 
•freedom of imports Q’bose duties will themselves be a restiiction and will 
.apply to all Jn that case, no licences will be necessary and everybody will 
be free to import anything he likes provided he can sell them in this country 
with profit In the case of those articles which we do not want to import in 
Older to protect oiir own products, then the import protective duties will always 
be there and no restriction is necessary. 

So far as exports are concerned, it is a different problem because we require 
raw materials for the use of our own countrymen We cannot afford to meet 
the requirements of the foreign countries in preference to our own reqiiiremeutR. 
Therefore, it is very desirable that in this case the Government should be in a 
position to determine what quantity they can afford to export in the interests 
of the general prosperity of the country, economic ns well as financial. T was 
rather surprised to learn that in the export of certain articles there is an enor- 
mous profit because the internal prices are xgiy low campared with the ex- 
ternal prices in the Middlq East and other countries roundabout India, fn 
such cases, I think, it is not desirable to give the licences to individuals either 
on payment of the licensing fee or by any other method. This is the chief 
source of comiption in the matter of exports, namely, the enormous difference 
in the prices inside India and outside India. In such cases, instead of giving 
licences to individuals either on payment in the form of licensing fee or by 
moans of favouritism or patronage, it seems desirable that the Goveriunent 
should undertake this business directly. If they think that .a certain quantity 
of a particular raw material or a particular finished product India can afford 
to export, then the Government should negotiate with various countries to export 
this article. The Government may appoint shipping agents here who can hand 
over the articles to the shipping agents of other countries. Therefore, the 
whole thmg should be taken up by the Government themselves and the issue 
of lieenses -wtU.no l«Dger he necessary, because in this case we have to intro- 
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•luce a system of rules aftificially made which will not apply very correctly is 
all ;as3s. As was pointed out by my Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedat, 
Government made the artificial rules that the licences will be given ouly to those 
persons who exported in the year 1942 or 1948 or they may take up arbitrarily 
any other year. We ought not to feed up past boggies, we should also look 
after the rising generation. I think it is unfair to exeiude altogether a person 
who has never been in trade before, provided he is not a person who comes 
merely to gamble in his licence. The sale of licences or their transfer should be 
treated as punishable offence and it should be prohibited But all this can be 
avoided if the Government alone becomes the exporter. The Government ought 
to decide what commodity and to what extent India can afford to send outside. 
Then, the Government should decide to which country those articles should be 
-exported and they should negotiate with those countries to which they want to 
export them. T’hus, any piofit that accrues by these enormous differences in 
prices prevailing in India and other countries will go to the Government itself 
and there will be no room .left for any corruption m this particular method. 
Theiefore till such time that we get the advice fiom the Fiscal Commission 
which I have just suggested, we may adopt the steps which I am mentioning. 
As regards imports, the ouly restriction should be by means of protective duties 
and as httlo icstriutioii as possible, because we are short of consumer goods all 
round The more consumer goods we can introduce m the country by the 
ingenuity of tradesmen, the better, provided they do not affect the prosperity 
of our industries which can very well be protected by means of protective duties. 
As regards exports, the Government alone should have the right to decide the 
quantity and the country to which the commodities may be exported and the 
«‘ntire profit will come to the taxpayers On this question some examples were 
given by the previous speakers But those difficulties will not arise provided 
the Goveinment is the ouly authority to export and this provision should con- 
tinue to operate till we get the advice of the Fiscal Commission 

Mr. B. P. Jhunjhunwala (Bhagulpur, Pnrnca and the Hanthal Parganns; Non- 
Miihammndaii) 8ir, this is a very small Bill consisting only of six clauses, but 
it has very far reaching effect. While introducing the Bill, the Honourable the 
f'onirneroe Member gave two reasons whj it Was necessary First is that we 
have got a limited quantity of foreign exchange at our disjiosul which should be 
^utilised for iinjiorting such materials which are absolutelv necessary for the 
industriiilisMtion of this country Secondly while restirict.ing the import, he 
said that we want to ini|)oit such materials and to such ,«ii extent as do not 
■compete with the indigenous products of our country here so that these things 
mav not be flooded into our country and compete with our indigenous 
products and lull our industries Sir, so far as the pnnciple 
underlying this control is concerned, nobody who has got the interest 
of the countrv at heart can objecl to it. But the whole question 
resolves itself into the way in which these controls aie administered. From 
our experience of the administration of these controls in the past, we find that 
the remedy is worse than the disease Mr Manu Subedar pointed out that he 
has no objection to the consideration and passing of this Bill, provided the 
suggestions he made are oarried out One of the suggestions was that list 
of materials to be exported or imported and qunntil;^,v thereof sljjoiild 
be prepared. The other necessary thing is that the issue 
of licences for exports and imports should be regulated in such a way 
that the Government may not have the sole power er it, slfionld 
not be left in the hands of some officials only to distribute those licences to 
whomsoever they like and thereby debar those people who are genuine traders. 
Sir, any monopoUst'o power exercised by government officials will load to 
oomjption and nepotism in the maltOT of issue of licences. Mr. Manu Subedar 
asserted that corruTitioQ was not rampantl to such a great;^ extent as has Iieen 
made oyt jn the ^^® Ilouse may remernbdife that this question 
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of corruption was discussed at length on a cut motion. At the same timer 
he has given very many instances of corruption. If we take into consider- 
ation those iii-stuiices of corruption, it becomes necessary that while accept- 
ing this principle of control, some such provision should be made in the body of 
the Act which will regulate the administration of this control in proper channels. 
It that IS not done the result will be that the very object with which this Bill 
is promoted will be defeated. At present the Defence of India liules are in 
force. Even then as pointed out by my Honourable Iriends Mr. Gole and 
-Mr Manu Subedar, lery many foreign things have been imported into India, 
lor instance plastic material, silk etc Now India has imported such large 
quantities of huury goods as were not necessary that the stock will not 
be exhausted for a long miinber of years to come. It was in the hands of 
the Government to regulate the utilisation of the foreign exchange in such a 
way that only really useful articles are sent for 'and not useless and luxury 
articles like liji sticks etc if only the Government had been vigilant and 
if they had the interest ol the country at heart they could not have frittered 
away the foreign exchange over the jnirchase of these materials ‘Opr ap- 
jirehensiori is that if Government is given power as is sought for in this 
Bill, the lesiilt will be that such futerials will be imported which are not 
required and besides licence will bo given only to such persons who tire in 
the good books of Government and the result will be the very object of tlie 
Bill wiU be defeated. My submission before the House is that this Bill should 
not bo passed unless such provisions are incorporated in this Bill which will 
give a proper lend to the administration of this Act I shall suggest later 
on when the Bill is taken up for con.sideration clause bv clause as to what 
aniendmeiits .,re necessnrv in order to make the Bill more equitable from the 
])Oint of view of administration of the provisions I do not want to take up 
mora time of the House 


Sreejttt Botaini Komar Choijdhuri (Assam Valley ■ Non-Muhammadaii) : 
Sir, 1 have listened with great attention to the speech just now delivered by 
my Honourable friend Mr Jhunjhunwala He has not touched upon the 
period during which this Bill is to be in force So far as the period during 
which this Act will remain in force is concerned. I must join issue with my 

Honourable friend My Honourable friend is not worried about the perid of 

duration of the Bill, one year or two years or any number of years, he is 
onlv concerned with a certain number of amendments in the provisions of 
the Bill Sir, it is very refreshing to find myself and my Honourable friend 
Mr. Lawson in some agreement so far as this point is concerned. Of course, 
I do not venture to sav that great minds think alike, so far as I am oon- 

ecriied But 1 cun s.av at least this much that I, who have all along been 

one of the most hitter oritica of Europeans who have been 
protesting against European interests flourishing in India should come so 
near mv Honourable friend in such an import-ant me.asnre, and probably 

vicr ver^a also is true so far as Mr Lawson is concerned 

An Honouraible Xemlier; What is vice verea’: 


Sreejut Bohini Kumar Ohoudhuri: Mv Honourable friend Mr. Lawson 
was perhaps bitterlv opposed all along to Indian interests, as T was opposed 
to European interests, but we have now come together so far as the ex- 
tension of the period of time of this Bill is oonoemed. That is vice vema. 
W'ell, iRir, so far as this Bill is concerned, it is one of the offsprings of De- 
fence of Indi.T. Rules. Like all unwanted offsprings, it has got to be main- 
tained^ it has ^ot to he reared up only so long as it is absolutely necessary. 



IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) BILL 2107 

The moment it is found that it is not necessary, it has got to be discarded 
without any feeling of compunction. Therefore, I suggest that the extent 
of life of this Bill should be for a period of one year only. I do n^t under- 
stand Mr. Lawson’s amendment so far aa it seeks to fix the extended period 

to be two years only. The Government of today, as we see it, is a popular 

Government and we can trust it to extend it only to such period as it may 
consider fit. But why I am suggesting that it should be only for a year ia 
this. It may be found in the course of this year or in the course of next 
year that the operation of this Bill is no longer necessary and if the operation 
is to be stopped, then the Honourable the Commerce Member will be put 
to the necessity of bringing in another Eepealing Bill which will take some- 
tinie. 'J'herefoio 1 suggest that this Bill may be lu force for one year only 

and if circumstances require its further extension it may bn extended from' 

time to time as the Government of India may consider fit 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar (Commerce Member), l^ir, I have- 
carefully listened to the debate on this Bill and I imd that there is general 
agreement as to the need of legislation_ empoweiiiig Government to control, 
imports and exports. As my Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedur expressed 
it in very forceful language, we are living in times of great shortage of several 
commodities and articles. If all restrictions on export weie removed, I have- 
not the slghtesc doubt tbut many essential thmgs winch we need in this 
country — like oils and oilseeds, sugar, textiles, tea, etc, to name only a 
few — would be exported m such large quantities that we may not have 
sufiioieat left for ourselves. 1 say this because I am flooded with applica- 
tions every day from people who want to export these commodities out, side 
India where they can realise better prices It these lestnctions weic re- 
moved, it would certainly cause hardship t6 the people of this country, and 
therefore it is necessary that Government should have the power of controlling, 
prohibiting or lestrictmg exports as may be found necessory 1 ina\ also 
mention that the passing of this legislation does not mean that Government 
will use these powers in respect of every article or commodity merely be- 
cause the legislature has placed these powers m their hands. There are articles 
which are allowed to be freely exported and imported even now, when cir- 
cumstances do not. require that there should he any restriction on their ex- 
port or import But the position has to be reviewed from time to time At 
the sessions of this Assembly in No\ember 1946, suggestions weie being 
made by seteral Honourabtte Members to liberalise our policy regarding 
imports, as certain commodities which could be imported from abroad wero- 
iu short supply in this country; and m order to relieve shortage of those 
articles, it was suggested that) we should be liberal m allowing imports. 
Certain changes were made in the policy and the policy regarding iniports 
was liberalised, and the result was that the counta-y was flooded with certain 
commodities like fountain pens and art silk as mentioned by several Honoui>- 
able Members.' As Government had these powers, they were able to stop fur- 
ther imports of these articles So long as there was a famine of those articles 
in the country and the prices were very high and black market prices were 
charged, imports were allowed liberally. So it is a question of policy which 
has to be determined according to circumstances from time to time, and the 
Government policy also has to be reviewed. Therefore it is necessary to^ 
vest jiowers in Government for the purpose of regulating imports and exports. 

Coming to particular critioisms, my Honourable friend Mr, Lawson 
referred to clause 3 (1) (b) and asked why it was necessary to have the 
power of "prohibiting, restricting or otherwise controlling the bringing into- 
Bhy port or place in British India of goods of any specified description in- 
tended to be taken out of British India without being removed from the ship- 
Oil conveyance in which they are being carried.” When ho” first raised this 
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question m the Select Committee, 1 asked him whether he could point out 
a single ihstanue in which Goverumeut had misused these powers which were 
vested m them under the Defence of India Act and Rules, and he was not 
able to point out any It is necessary to have these powers in reserve to be 
used in certain contingencies, and I will mention only a few of them "Bhero 
are certain articles about which there are certain international conventions, 
— for example, regarding trade in morphia and ceitain other drugs. Gov- 
ernment want to have the power to^ prevent such things from coming into 
ports There may also be other cases. I will give an illustration. Suppose 
there is a stinggle going on between the Dutch and the Indonesian ])eople, 
and the Dutch people were to send certain steamers which were to call at a 
port in Indii. Government may think in certain cases of this type that it is 
necessary not allow them to touch here and to bring any goods of a 
specifiad description into port or place in British India. There may be other 
considerations. Take for instance the case of .South Africa We have applied 
sanctions against them on account of the treatment which is being meted out 
to Indians in South Afiica. Suppose eertani ships from South Africa on 
their way ti other countries were to stop at Jiombay or other places in British 
India • it may he necessary to take certain action in the matter But the 
gist of the matter is that the powers referred to here have not been misused in 
the past in any case; and I do not think there will be any occasion for cornplaipt 
as to the use of these powers in future. 

The second matter referred to by my Honourable friend was in regard to 
clause 8(2) and he said that it was not necessary to have a provision of this 
type. The same point was referred to by my Honourable friend Mr. Gole and he 
referred to section 19 of the Sea Customs Act and said that these powers were 
already there. That section, however, only gives powers to Government to 
“prohibit or icstnct the bringing or taking by sen or Ey hind goods of any 
specified description into or out of Bntish India or any specified poit thereof 
either generally oi from there to any specified country, region, port or place 
beyond the limits of British India.” Now the present Bill goes a step further 
and it gives power to Government to make jirovision for “prohibiting, restrict 
mg or otherwise controlling, m nil cases or in specified c'nsses ot cases, 
and subject to such exceptions, if any, as may be miule by or under the 
order” certain imports and exports. Therefore it is necessary to make this 
provision when we ure giving more general powers under clause 3(1). 

Then Mr Lawson said that the second part of suh-clanse (2) may be 
deleted I tried to ex))lain to him that the power under section 183 of the 
Sea Customs Act is already vested in the offic.er who is adjudging the case, 
but under Section 18.3 the officer is lioiind to give an option to the person 
who has imported certain artioles against the provisions of any order of Gov- 
ernment either to have the goods confiscated or to pay a certain penalty, 

„ and therefore the option would remain with the offender or law- 

' breaker who has brought the goods against the orders of Ooveru- 

meiit to decide whether he should pav the fine or allow his goods to be 
conriseiited M’hat the second part of this suh-clanse provides, is. that instead 
of the option lying with the offender, the option shall now be with the officer 
adjudging the case and he should decide whether in a particular c.ase the 
person committing a breach of the order should have the goods confiscated 
or whether he should be given the option to pav certain fine. I mav also 
mention that under section 167 the officer adjudging the case has not only the 
power of ordering that the goods in respect of which some order of Oovern- 
mCiit has been contravened shall be oonfi.seated but it also efnpowers tbe 
■officer to order 'that any person concerned in such offence shall be liable to 
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a penalty not exceeding three times the value of the goods or not exceeding 
Its. 1000’. Therefore the power of levying a penalty in addition to confis- 
cation is already there, but there may be cases where a person may be com- 
mitting a breach of a certain order m a very dehbevate manner and it may 
be necessary that he should not be given the option of paying a fine in lieu 
of confiscation. As the officer is bound to give him the option under section 
183 of the Sea Customs Act, the option hes with the offender himself whether 
he shall have the goods confiscated or pay a certeun penalty. What we now 
propose to provide for is that that option should not remain with the offender 
but that option should remain with the officer. I may also mention that 
most of the powers under the Sea Customs Act are exercised by the Collector 
of Customs; he is the decidmg authority. Against his decision an appeal 
lies to the Central Board of Bevenue, and even against the decision of the 
Central Board of Revenue, in certain cases au appeal hes to the Member in 
Charge. Therefore, supposing a certain Customs Officer were to take a per- 
verse view in some case, even then his decision is not final The person 
concerned has got a right of appeal to the Central Board of Revenue and if 
it is not n case tor confiscation, I have no doubt that the order will be 
reviewed by the officer concerned. 

Then Mr. Gole mentioned that these powers, though they may have been 
necessary in war time, are no longer necessary in peace time. The powers 
are still necessary because the times are abnormal! in the sense that we are 
not in a position to allow all the goods in the country to be exported if some 
people prefer to pay fancy prices for them. We have to conserve those 
goods for use m the countiy On the other hand, some of our industries are 
in such a condition that they require a certain protection not only by the 
levy of a protective duty but by the restriction or prohibition of imports. When 
the economy of the country is in such a state, such a legislation is necessary 
even in peace time. He himself referred to the country being flooded with 
certain items which were mentioned in the earlier part of my speech. That 
happened because certain articles were placed on what is called 'open general 
licence’ and ‘universal open, general licence’. It was due to public pressure 
to remove the restrictions on imports that certain articles which weic then 
in short supply were placed on the Universal Open General Licence with the 
result that that commodity could be imported here from any part of the world. 
Experience has shown that even that policy went too far and had to be re- 
vised. Complaints were received from the Reserve Bank of India that 
certain articles have arrived m the country in very large quantities and further 
imports should be completely stopped. That action has been taken according 
to the advice of the Reserve Bank, and the Reserve Bank has a’so advised 
other Banks not to open letters of credit about those items which are already 
in abundant supply here, and which are no longer required in the country 
That in itself shows that a legislation of this character is necessary 

Then Mr. Gole referred to sub-olause (3) of clause 3 regarding ‘clearance’. 

I think here he referred to Section 89. Section 89 of the Sea Customs Act 
reads thus: 

“Wli§n the owner of any gl^oda entered for home-consumption and (it such goods he liable 
to duty) assessed under section 87, has paid the import-duty (if any) assessed on such goods 
and anv charges ravable^ under this Act in respect of the same, the Customs officer may 
make an order clearing 'the same ; and such order shall be sufficient authority for the 
removal of such goods by the owner." 

Ha will find that Section 89 only refers to the prevention of clearance before 
tiie duty and otiiei* charges are paid. It would not apply when Government desires 
to' stflpi olearanoe on any other ground Now supposing certain go'^'^s in snite 
o£ the order of .Government are biioiight here, it will be necessarv prohibit 
tirtdrj pleagande. Here I will mention a specific ceen; We have not, several 
flolt Worta on the West Coast and Government has prepared a scheme- 
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under which the Eastern Coast is supplied with salt as far as possible from 
the production lu the West Coast and it is only to the extent of deficit that 
«alt IS allowed to be imported from outside Now supposmg people try to 
dump salt here and some people did bring sfalt here without an import hcence 
and if they were prepared to pay the duty and other charges under section 
89 the Customs Officer will have no power to prevent them from doing so 
It was onh by virtue of the powers possessed under the Defence of India Eules, 
as extended bj the Emergency Powers Continuance Ordinance that their 
cit trance could be prevented I have mentioned this as an illustration Now 
supposmg some other commodity not required in the country is imported into 
the eounttv and if the party says ‘1 am prepared to pay the customs duty 
and other chaiges ho cannot be prevented from doing so It is therefore necei 
snry that this power should be rested in Government 

Mr. P. B Ck>le‘ I was speaking of the unrestricted goods Why should 
piovision be made? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: If there is no prohibition for the 
import of goods then you do not expect Government to say that they will not 
allov those goods to be cleared All the powers are supposed to be read m the 
same context 

Mr P. B Oole- But the wordmg of sub clause (8) is too wide — "any 
^oods 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: Sub clause (8) reads 

Notwithstanding anything contained in the aforesaid Act, the Central Government 
I ay by order published in the official Gazette, prohibit restrict or impose conditions on 
t1 p cleaiance whether for home consumption or for shipment abroad, of any goods or class 
of goods imported into British India ’ 

Therefore these powers are the same as are taken under sub o’ause (1) of 
■clause 8 for prohibiting restricting or otherwise controlling imports It may 
generally be assumed that action under sub clause (8) wou'd be taken only m 
respect of those goods about which action is taken 

Mr P B. Gole: Why not say restricted or prohibited goods mstead of "any 
goods ’ under sub clause (8) of clause 8 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1. Ghundrigar: Because the words "any goods" are 
used at both places There is another contingency Supposing 

S]t N V Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Non Muhammadan Rural) 
Xhc goods actually come and you take a decision to prohibit! 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: This is for the purpose of clearance 
Assume that certain goods have arrived and are in bond They are occupying 
certain space there In the meanwhile supposing large imports of foodgrams 
from other countries arrive and space is wanted for storing them Government 
should have the power to order that these goods must be cleared within a week 
or ten davs by which time they want the accommodation A case of this type 
occurred in Calcutta where sufiicient warehousing accommodation was not 
available and we had to give notice under similar provisions even m respect of 
goods the imports of which were al'owed by Government 

Mr. P. B. Oole. Cannot this be done under Section 89 of the Sea Customs 
Act? 

The Honourable Mr X. I. Ghundrigar: S 89 does not empower Government 
to do so It would permit Government to levy customs duty When this pomt 
was first mentioned by Mr Lawson, I again asked hun whether he* could pomt 
out a single instance m which Government had misused its powers and he was 
not able to do so What I want to pomt out to the House is that Government is 
not likely to use its powers unreaeonably, if these powers are placed in their 
hands 
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Then he referred to clause 6 and objected to the words ‘‘deemed (o 
have been made under this Act”. It may be that a certain order is passed 
by Government and actually purports to have been passed under this Act. It 
is possible that in certain cases Government passes an order without making a 
reference to this particular Act. It is to provide for such contingencies that these 
words are used m all enactments of this nature. This. enactment is not an 
exception to the general rule. Whenever similar provisions have to be made, 
the words generally used are “If any person contravenes any order made or 
deemed to have been made under this Act. . . .’’This is the common 

phraseology which has been taken from the other enactments. 

Then he referred to Clause 7 and asked why it is necessary to have this provi- 
sion, when similar provision was not made in Defence of India Buies. He 
seems to have overlooked the provisions of sections 16 and 17 of the Defence of 
India Act which contains similar provisions Similar provisions are to be 
found in every other similar enactment, as officers who are acting bona fide in 
the exercise of their powers have to be given protection. 

Then Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai said that though the powers were no doubt neoes- 
sei'.y, he felt that the powers had been misused on some occas.ons in the past 
and he referred to the case of the Moskati Cloth Market Association, Ahmedabad. 

I know that this case is not before the House, but I would like to give ai brief 
explanation in order that the Membe;s may understand how sometimes wrong 
allegations are made agamst certain officers. What happened was that after 
the control on the export of cloth was imposed, persons who had exported cotton 
piece-goods (Turing the basic period were asked to make their applications. 
Those members of this Associoition who now apply, did not make any applica- 
tion in 1943 and other parties of Bombay applied for export permits and their 
case was enquired into and they produceci bills of lading to jprove that they had 
made certain exports to Burma. In 1943 they'were given the permits. The 
members of this Association then protested but their case was considered and it 
was rejected. Then in April 1946 the members of the Association again made an 
application saying that those people who had been given export 
licenses on the basis of their exports in the basic period 
were not the real exporters hut their agents The case was enquired 
into, as Mr. Lallubhai has himself mentioned, by the Additional Secretary of 
the Department. In the meantime another application was received in July 
1946 and a third application in October 1946. This case was fully enquired into 
by the Deputy Chief Controller of Exports at Bombay. The CB.se was again 
examined by the Chief Controller of Exports at headquarters and ultimately it 
was again re-examined by the Additional Secretary'of the Commerce Depart- 
ment, and he has after careful consideration laid down certain standards which 
Mr Vadilal Lallubhai himself read out The whole point for consideration is 
this Whether the members of this Association can be deemed to be exporters 
-or whether the Bombay parties are to be deemed to be exporters. The claims 
of the Bombay parties are that they were the real exporters. They purchased 
the goods from the members of this Association because they held the selling 
agencies of certain mills and they were only purchasing cloth from them. The 
point for consideration is who is the real exporter — the man who shifts the 
goods from Bombay or the man who sent the goods from Ahmedabad. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: The question is that these Ahmedabad merchants 
sold to Burma merchants by telegram and letter. 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrlgar: That is what I am trying to show, 
in those oaees where the officer who has investigated is satisfied that it is really 
the Ahmedabad party who has sold the goods in Bangoon, he will 
be, as stated in the order which Mr. Lslliiraai has read out, treated as 
the exporter. But where he will find that it is the Bombay party, in ^at case 
the latter will not be deemed to be an exporter. That is only a questum of 
fact to be ascertained as to who was the real exporter. 
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> Mr. VadUal Lallubbai: lo categories (a) and (b) decision was given in mj 
presence. 

Mr. President: That does not arise now. 

The Honourable Mr. I. Z. Ohundtigar: Lastly, Mr. Vadilal Laliubhai 
and also some other members sard that the imports and exports should 
be done by Government, i.e., that there should be what they called 
State trading. There are certam difficulties in the way. Take for 
example, the question of the export of cotton piecegoods. Some countries 
require particular qualities or types of cloth. One quality may be very popular 
lii one market but may not be as popular m another. Therefore some sort of 
expert knowledge ot the trade is necessary to undertake this work. I do not 
mean to say that the difficulties are insuperable. Government can engage per- 
sons, who may be acquainted with the Ime and do the work. When this sugges- 
tion was made to me from several quarters I examined the possibihty of adopt- 
ing that suggestion and 1 also placed it before the Standing Advisory Committee 
of the Commerce Department. The Committee have come to the conclusion 
that we must as an experimental niea';uro try the .system wlucii comes midway 
between State trading and private trading and it is this They said that we 
should invite public tenders by giving an advertisement in the press that Gov- 
ernment wants to export so much quantity of article A to a couutry called X, and 
anybody who wants to Iiave the right of export may say “I will give to Govern- 
ment so much per ton and this is the quantity which 1 want to export. ’ ’ After 
full consideration, the Standing Advisory Committee recommended that as an 
experimental measure we may try this system in three commodities. One is oil 
and oilseeds, another is crushed bones and bone grist and the third )s soap. 
Much will depend on the result of the experiment that we propose to carry out. 
If the experiment is successful and Government can get a substantial revenue 
out of this experiment, it will jye tried in other fields also. It may be that if the 
tender system is not found to work satisfactorily, we may have to go the whole 
hog and adopt the system of State trading in certain commodities as suggested 
That 18 a new ground which we are trying to tread and we are trying an experi- 
ment in that direction 

Mr. Manu Subedar rightly supported the prmciple of export and import trade 
control and he rightly said that we cannot leave it to the individual judgment of 
the various traders who have got their self-interest in the matter to decide what 
articles should be allowed to be exported or imported and that Government must 
look to the common interests of all the part.es and of the people of the whole 
country before coming to a decision on this point. He also rightly drew the 
attention of the members of the European group to the fact that in the United 
Kingdom powers to control exports and imports are vested in Government and 
are probably being exercised more strictly than they are being exercised in 
India. 

Mr Manu Subedar particularly referred to two questions: one was about 
steel imports and another about the import of gold and silver. He mentioned 
as to how it would have been impossible for Government to restrict or prohibit 
the import of gold and silver unless powers had been placed in the hands of the 
Government and how Government would have been unable to prevent money 
being put into the pockets of certam ‘continental sellers’ as he put it. The 
same considerations apply here. As to the suggestion about steel imports, 
though the Industries Department is now dealing with the question of steel 
imports, I have already taken up the questiiMi with the Industries Department. 

1 had a discussion with the Industries Member and we are considering a scheme 
by which we propose to import certain quantities of those items of steel, which 
are badly required by the peojr'e here, such as those mentioned by Mr. Subedar, 
plain $heet8, corrugated sheets, bars, etc. 

Probably T thi^ Mr. Subedar was slightly midufotmed about what thb- 
Iron and Steel Controller ftt Ckleuttt 
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Hr. Maau Subedar: This was in one of the Industries Department notes 
given to us in the Standing Committee of the Industries Department and the 
condemnation there was not of the Commerce Department but of the Industries 
Department which was content to receive the information from the Iron and 
Steel Controller at Calcutta as to whether anywhere in the world anybody could 
have any steel for India and because he was satisfied that there will be none, 
therefore licences were not to be given. 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1. Ohundrlgar: 1 am just trying to clear the same 
point. Mr. Manu Subedar probably recollects that he mentioned this fact to 
me and when he did so, I immediately took it up with the Industries Depart- 
ment and the Iron and Steel Controller. The reply given to me by the Iron 
and Steel Controller was not that iron and steel is not available today in any 
part of the world but that iron and steel 13 not available at the price at which it 
IS sold ill India in any of those countries and difficulties would bo (veated if iron 
and steel was allowed to be imported here at Ingher^lfips, when the local iron^ 
and steel was sold at a lower price. That was the objeetioa which he mentioned' 
to me. Then he modified his attitude by suggesting that if iron and steel could 
be imported at about Es. 100 more pef ton than the local price he would allow 
the imports. The matter is being considered further and we have not allowed 
it to rest there. We are actually drawing up a list of the quantities which we 
should try to import from foreign countries even if the prices are higher than 
those prevailmg here and his suggestion is receiving attention. 

Incidentally I might mention that even though we are so short of iron and 
steel here, our department receives so many applications for their export from 
India and every one of them is turned down. That would show the dangers 
which we will have to encounter if powers to prohibit exports m such cases are 
not vested in Government. 

Then Mr Manu Subedar mentioned the case of certain evacuee Jews. I 
have already passed orders flint these people should no longer be given any 
permits nnd I have also called for a report and I think the necessary action will 
bfc taken As to the instance which he mentioned about aluminium, which is 
not now dealt with b m depat fi vi 1 In- < old ive rne some more informa- 
tion, he can rest assured tliat the matter will be pursued and will not be dropped. 

Mr Manu Subedar also mentioned that even though the distinction between 
old and new firms should be there, it should not be so rigid This is also a 
matter about which the Standing Advisory Committee of the Commerce Depart- 
ment was consulted and we are evolving a new policy about the same Then as 
regards his suggestion about expanding exports I have already dealt with, it in 
reply to the question which he put to me. The matter is being examined and 
I would be very glad to have any suggestions from him and the other members 
of the House 

Then Mr. Manu Subedar mentioned something about the way goods are 
exported under a misdescription, like cotton piecegoods going under the descrip- 
tion of timber. So long as human nature is what it is, it would be very difficuHi 
to ensure that not a single case of this typo will take place. But all possible 
precautions are being taken and so far as certain ports on the western coast, 
mentioned by him, are concerned, I can assure him that definite steps have been 
taken in the matter and exports from those ports are now completely prohibited 

Dr Zia Uddin referred to the appointment of a Fiscal Commission at this 
stage I should say there is no direct connection between this legislation and 
his suggestion. But that is a matter which Government will examine. For the 
moment the decision of Government is that the power to control exports and 
imports should be vested in them. 

Then lii' elaborated certain principles about protection. I do not think I 
need go into those principles at this stage because this Bill does not deal with 
protection, 
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Then lie bdul tlmt iii the trade with certaiu countries like the^Mldille East 
and other countries tlieie is a great margin ot profit and that is why there is a 
scramble lor licences That is a matter, as i say, which vve are examining. jWe 
are trying to expel inieut about three coinmodities. Ho far as exports to countries 
wliere puces are not conti oiled and where prices aie much itjgher tETaii the Indian, 
prices, (Jovernmcnt will examine the question ot state trading and doing export 
on their own behall 

Then .Mi Jliiiiijhunwala mentioned tliat tlie piiiiciple ot the Bill is all right 
but that certain otiici.iJs weie coiiupt and theieioie it wa^ not propeily adminis- 
teied In an adimmstration dealing with the contiol ot the export and import 
ot a vast counlrs like this, we have to depend upon a large number of officials, 

ft would be impossible foi one, two or three otlicers to do the pb. All we can 

do IS to keep a stiut \igil and it any lustaucc is biought to the notice of Govern- 
ment, even though it m.iy be an old iiistuiico, we arc prepared to enquire mto 
the matter and take necessary action. 

Lastly, All Chmidiimi suid that the life ol llie Bill should not be more than 

a year 1 do not see any piosjiect ot the shortage m many commodities being 

relieved m the com so. ot one yeai Things like textiles, sugar, oils and oilseeds, 

I believe, will be in shoit supply lor a much longer period and therefore the 
powers will bo iiecessaiy beyond a yeai. But I want to impress upon the 
House one fact. By passing this legislation the House does not .say that the 
powers under the Bill shall be used ioi three yeais It only empowers the 
Government to pass an order for prohibiting, lostrictmg or controlling export or 
import of a paitieulai commodity, if it finds it necessary to do so If it is nob 
found neccasaiy to utilise the provisions ol this Bill .ifter ono \oar, Government 
will not utilise them, and d will not he necessary, as Mr Chaudhun thought 
it was neeessiny , to bung in a lUqiealing Act or Bill ln^foro this House Govenr- 
rnent can cancel (lie order passed under this Act and automatically the lestric- 
(lons will cease Sn f think lliat this is .i vciw neies«ai\ piece of legislation and 
the House will adopt it. 

Mr. President: The question is 

"That the Tlill lo coiiliiuie loi .i limited peiuxl powcis lo nrohihit or control impoits 
and cxpoits, an leportcd hv the Sele-’l < 'oinmittee, he 'akeu into eonsidci.itiou ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That (laiiae 2 sl.vnd pait of the Bill” 

The motion was adopted 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill 

Mr. P. B, Oole: Sir, I move 

“That to laiiw [1) ot clause 3 of the Bill, the following I'lOMSo bo iildeil, namely • 
‘Piovidcd that no peimits ghall be laaued in favour ot any persona or class of persons 
under the older’ ” 

Mr. President: If Honourable Members h.^ve no objection, I suggest that all 
the amendments to this may be moved at this stage and then the discussion may 
take place, because I think the discussion would otherwise be overlapping !to 
fcome extent 

Several Honourable Members : We have no objection. 

Mr. President; Amendment moved- 

■That to sub clause (11 of danse 3 of the Bill, the following Provi.so be added namely’ 
‘Provided that no permits shall be issued m favour of any peisoin oi class of persons 
undei the oidei’’ ” 



2116 


IMPOUTS ANl> EXrOBTb (CONTKOL) UILL 

Sreejttt Rohini Kumar Ohaudhun: i beg to move. 

“That to Hub-.ldU',e (1) ot ilaiiae 3 ot the IJiU, the followini; Proviso be added, iianwly . 
PioMded that tlie Ceiiti.il (Jovciitmeiit Jiwy not ibsue litence or permits m favoai ot 

any puiliciilar peison or class ot peisons ioi iiiipoiUng or evportuig the reatiu.- 

ted cointnodities’ 

Ki. President: Ameudment moved. 

‘ 'Ihut to eub-i lutisc dl) et.iusu 3 ot the Hill, the lollowing Proviso be added, namely 
Piovided that the Ceiitial OovciimiiMit may not issue licence ot peiniits in tavour of 

any pailiculai prison oi class ot prisons toi imiHiitiiig oi evpoituig the lestiic 

ted commodities’ ” 

Mr. B. F. Jhunihuawala: I beg to iuo\e. 

‘•'j’hat to suli-.lausr (1) ot clause 3 .d the Bill, the tollouiiig Pioviso be added, namely ; 
■Piovided that m disposing ot applications ami issuing peiiiiits mulei this older the 
following pimciple' shall hr adopteil — 

(a) 75 pel cent pio mla to all the cstahlisheil shippois, and 
th) 25 pel tent pto iul<t to otliei ipplicanta’ ” 

M!r. President: Auiendmcnt moved 

‘That to suhtlausr (11 ot tl.inse 3 of the Bill, the follov.tiig PioMso be added, namely 
'Piovideil that in disposing ot applications and issuing peimits under this nrdei the 
lollowmg piinciple shall be adopted — 

(it) 75 pci lent /no xiitt to all the citahlished shippeis, and 

(b) 25 poi cent pro latii to other apphconls’ ” 

Now Uieto are thiee ameudnieiita, one by Mr Golo, another by Mr. 
t'hnudhuri and a third by Mr Jhutijliuiiwala. 

Mr. P. B. Ck>le: '['he object oi all these three .nnendments is practically, 
ooinmoii i'lte iiiideji.viiig idea is tins We liate no objeclioii to tlie passing ot 
any orders prohibiting the inipoit or export ot aii\ eouinioditv but we have an 
objection In the use ot peiinits toi imjiuit or export We little already (itisbed 
the Foreign [’'.xeliaiige Bill which is new on the Statute Book. Under the Foreign 
Exchange .\.et, tile Goieniiiioiit us nell as klie Iteseiio Bank liaie gut powers to 
set apart loretgn e\ehtmge tor tlie imrehnse ot any eomniodit^ ami the Resen# 
Dank will be u.ked troiu tune to time as to wli.it toieign e.xohango is necessary 
for the inifelias.e ot a particular commodity to be iinpotted If tli.it step is t.ikeii, 
the only tiling (ioieinnient will have to do under the oxdet> to be [itissed under 
sub-elause (1) would be to ask the Reserve Bank to set 
opart a particular foreign exchange fot the inipoit of these goods and those 
persons who want to import will have to apply to the Reserve Bank or a recognis- 
ed dealer as defined in the Foreign Exchange Act who deals in foreign exchange. 
Therefore when the foreign exchange f<ir the import of a certain commoditv has 
been iletenmned by an order from this Ciovermneut, ordeiing the Reserve Bank 
tto set aside a jiarticular e.xchange for the import of certain goods, that will sutiice 
for the jmi'jiose after issuing orders under sub-clause (1) of clause 3 'The ques- 
tion then iii'ises whether any permit is necessary If you issue an order restrict- 
ing the import of a certain comrnoditi to a eertnin extent that order may be 
communicated to the Reserve Bank which may be asked to set apart a particular 
foreign excli.-iiigc required for the iiniiort of that jiartioular commodity ._As soon 
ns this is rlone, all the importers will liave to .apply to the Reseive Bank for the 
neces.sarv exelumge that would be required fot biinging that commoiRty. If this 
practice is resorted to under this Aet further permits would not be necessary 
'ITiis is one wnv in w'hich permits could be avoided 

There is another wav Applientions m.av be called from those wishing to im- 
port anv conunoditv as soon as the government passe-s a restrictive order that 
only so much and not more would be allowed bo be imnorted Then enpliee‘io»’s 
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bhvuid Oc cjJicJ Jtoui Uiose peibuut. wlio wuut to Ucal iii that uiciflt) ajia thfc> 
shouJd aJbij bu Jibked to deposit at ieabt- hO to M per cent ot the price lu e ish 
along with the application so tliat those who are genuine dealers and wlio 
have been dea'iiig in tliose coniniodities would oiil^ apply and uliei tliat as soon 
as tJ.ese upijlieiitioiis are teeei\id with the deposits, tJien you can decide Mip- 
posnig the <ijipJicaiits aie iiioie, every appliciuit would be given a quota propor 
tioiiate to the lestiicted goods and in tins way the necessity loi issuing permits 
ooidd be n voided The uiideilyiug idea ot the amendiaeiit is this 'I tiese pel 

inits will be cssued and as has been refeired to by iny fr.end Di Zia Uddin 

Ahmad, all sorts ol eoiruption will come into e.\isteiice m ooimectioii with the 
issue of permits, it may appeal to be a sweeping remark to say that everybody 
IS eoriupt 1 do not sa^ tliat the woild consists ol only coirujit people but I do 
maintain tliab tin, is a temjitatioii and it is \ciy difficult to overcome ternptat'ou 
Let iis not leave anj scope foi temptation I am suggesting two methods but if 
the IToriournble the (.'omineree Meiiiliei ean think ol any other method except 
of Ciontso the graiitmg of permits for cunning out this order (or restriction or pro- 
hilnt.on I liiivc no ilqection 

fSo far as pioliibilioii is eonceiued, tliere is no question ot issuing permitf., 
because as soon as \oii prohibit the import of au^ commodity, no question of 

permits will aiist, If vou want to restrict it to a [larticular quantity, then' the 

question ot jiermits will come m and in that ease instead of issuing permits 1 
have onl.v snt'gestec! two niothods If the Jionoinablo the (’oninierce Meniher 
thinks of any otlier method, I have no objection In connection with all control- 
led articles, this system of peimits is in vogue and this h.us caused so much dis- 
content) among the pubhe Ko the issue of jtevmits should be avoided and I have 
suggest, ‘d methods hv whieh the older can he earned otit without issuing jier- 
mits r have already suggested two methods and f do oppose the granting of 
any sort of permits Theiefore a specific provision should be made in the Act 
that tliesp permds should not he gianted Therefore I have niove'l niv amend- 
ment 

Sreejut Robini Kumar Chaudhuri: The sole object of bringing in this amend- 
ment was to enable (f vernme.it to keep ,,''.,.1 from .ur, e.liaigc ot corui|jt|Oii 
among their officials and keep aloof from either directly or indirectly encouraging 
vested interests tJome amount of corruption there is There is absolutely no 
doubt about that Tt seems to be generally agreed in this House It is not my 
purpose to investigate who is guilty of corruption 1 do not want to make any 
sweejiit'g leiiiarl, against any class of officials When T can show the Honoura- 
ble Member in th.arge of the Hill that there is a way by vvlucli Wie object of (his 
Bill can be nehaved and .it the same time the ffovernment mav be immune 
from anv suggestion of (‘nconr.agmg 'csfed interests and corruption, whv should 
not (jovernrnenb ace.ejit that suggestion which has been embodied also in the 
amendment of mv friend Mr .Thiinjhunwala So T linniblv commend mv amend- 
ment for the acceptance of the House 

Mr. B. P. Jhunjhunwala: Sir, the object of my amendment, as I stated this 
morning, is that this control i.s bound to lead to corruption and unless 
something is in the body of the Act itself by which this control is to be adminis- 
tered, the corruption will continue The object of the Bill is the >.'ontinuance 
of the control on imports and exports. But, instead of continuing the restriction 
of exports and imports, there will be the continuation of corruption if some sort 
of proviso is not added in the Act itself by which the Government will not be free 
to issue permits to whomsoever they liked or to impose certain restrictions on 
any commodities. They just liked whenever a particular officer wants to import 
any particular goods, he issues a permit for them though it may not be in the 
irteresls of the country to import that particular kind of commodity. Licences 
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have been given to those from whom they get something. In this way, this 
bystem of lieeucet. has led to corruption and bluck-inarketing in the country. 
So, I have given notice of the amendment that in disposing of applications and 
issuing permits under this order certain principles should be observed. Govern- 
ment should invite applications from those who want to export or import a parti- 
cular commodity and in disposing of these applications they should bear in mind 
that 75 per cent of them should be given to established shippers and 25 per cent, 
to others. This was suggested by the Honourable Member himself while he 
discussed this matter in the Select Committee I have no objection even if all 
the 100 per cent is distributed to all the applicants, but it was pointed out by 
the Honourable the Commerce Member himself that it will be more expedient 
to give 75 per cent, to those who are already in the trade and so I have put in 
(his proviso. In working out this thing so many difficulties have been pointed 
out and it has been said that there will be so many bogus applicants. To avoid 
all that, rules might be fmmed that only those applicants will bo considered 
who deposit at least 30 or 40 per cent, of the price of things which they want 
to import and that money shall not be refunded until they have opened a letter 
of credit and fixed up the exchange In that way, we shall avoid applications 
from bogus people and there will not be many applications If the Government 
wants that there sliculd not be any corruption, they should not be R'imous to 
have an unrestricted power to themselves Their |iower should be restricted bv 
some proviso in the Act and this is one of the provisos that I suggest. Even if 
there is some difficulty in working up any suggestion, that should he met and 
attempt mode to solve it rather than follow the policy of drift to corruption 
Mr. Vodllal Ziallubbai: Sir, if the Honourable the Commerce Member 
aoce[)tB Mr .niiinibunwdla’s aineiidinent, it will siinplifi tlie iiiuttei licc.suse 
there will thi'ii be no question of any corruption getting into anywhere in the 
Department or in (he offices If he grants to the established shipiiers 75 per 
rent jiro tala and 2.5 per cent to those who .apply henceforth, the matter will 
he so simplified that there will he no loophole left for corruption. If this 
amendment is accepted, then there will be no need to move my amendment 
The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: I cannot accept this amendment 
Shrl Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
llural) Mr I’resident, Sir In the time of the predecessor of our present Comi- 
rneree Member, I had occasion to bring to the attention of the House the mono- 
poly that -seemed to exist, for instance, in the import of brass sheets [ am 
personally against all monopolies m such m.ilhas Then, it transpned that m the 
whole of the country there were onlv three persons who were authorised to import 
brass sheets with the result that these three persons made tons of money and alf 
other legitimate impmters of brass sheets were' simpli shut out Not onU that, 
these importers had their ret.ail shops at \arious places like Aloindabad Benares 
and Mirzapur, the three places m no piovinee th.it e.in \ on .i great de.il of trade 
in brass ware And they used to take care that only their representatives — their 
friends and their relatives — got the lieenees for retail sale 

I am rol oined about the formula that may ultimately be adopted hv the 
House, biif I --hould certainly beg the Honourable the Commerce Member to put 
n stop to M' oossibility of such a monopoly being created under this Act. Tf the 
Honourahh* Member could give ub an assurance that that sort of monopoly \^1 
be broken, I should have no objection to support any measure that he may brings 
before the House, for T am willing to concede that there should be some sort of 
control in the matter of imports and exports in the interest of the country at 
large During the last few years — and they were dark years in all conscience- 
through which we have passed in our country suffering from nil the effects of 
war without joining it formallv. all sorts of monopn'ios were created 

Though it may be regarded as irrelevant, I may give it only as an example-. 
In Benares only three persons — do not know whv the sacred figure of three 
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[Shn Sri Prakasa.] 

comes up so often — had and stall have a monopoly of importmg cloth in the town 
and district of Benares consisting of 12 lakhs of people. All the initial profit on 
all the cloth that is imported into the town and district of Benares goes to just 
these llirec people The cuiious thing is that this monopoly cannot be broken. 
1 do not kiioii M Imt the reasons .iie, but whenever we appioaeli Government to 
break tins monopoly and to allow other folks also to eoine into the trade, they 
say that as they have had no complaints against these persons who have been 
can vine on the work m the past and so they prefer to allow them to carry it on 
HI the future also T feel that the Honourable Member should take some steps 
m order that such vested interests mav not be created and that other folks may 
also have a cliiuiee of joining ji.irtu nlar tiades .md shuiiiig the jirotits 

SJt. N. V. Cfadgil: Mr President, the general feeling of the Kouse is well 
ventilated and liieie is one point which has been brought out with greater 
tmplmsis and elaiity Jt is that, 1 iwevei inip.ilalalile tlie system oi eoutrol may 
he. It Is accepted for the time being At the same time, every one of us is 
anxious to sec that it is woiKed with tlie least possible loriuption We know 
that corruption has it.s root m Inimaii mind and. wliile discussing this question 
with some of my friends in the lobby, a wit remarked that corruption and prosti- 
tution aie iis old as tlie hill'-, but we must do oiii level best to I'emove both 
Here we nro couceined toi the lime being witli the leinoval of corruption All 
the (lirce aiiieiidmeiUs that have been moved in the House lia>e only one object. 
Now, so far as the amendments ot iiiv Hoiioiiiable luciids ^li Goli' .uid Mr 
liohmi Ivuiinu ('Inuidliini .no eoneeined they will viitually shitt the field ot 
coiruption from the C'oinmeue Deiautment to the piecinets of the Reserve 
Bunk Unless both ol tliein assuie me that those who man Hie Reserve Bank 
are absolutely honest oi at least lel.Uivelv hone'-i, the ( li.inge will not be a matter 
foi eongiatulatioii Anyway, Sir, tlieie is another danger in removing this thmg 
from the sjihere ot the Connnene Memlx-i and coiiteiung it on flie Reserve 
Bank If applications aie invited, it is just possible that what we- are trying 
to avoid namelv vested interests or inoiiopolistie iiiteiests. tliey will exactly come 
out For there aie peop'e in tins loiintiv w lio li.ivc enough moiwv and thev will 
ask lor the entire quota to he allotted to (hem with the result that 

‘ ** Ihe B.ink instead ol going into tin business of allotting it /uo nifti ol 
piovmce-u ise oi iiidiistn-wise is mote likelv to givi' it to one iii.iii Then tin 
position will be e.x.ictly what we never eoiiteinplatcd or what we never wanted. 
Theiefoic soiiiethnig that seems to he somewhat workable aitangement under 
the present t ircniiistanees seems to lie that eiiihodied in (he ami'iidmenl moved 
by Ml -Tliiinjlinnwnla T agiee with Shri Su Prakasa that people have praoti- 
call.v monopolised somt tiades m ceitain .ireas of this eoiintrv, jnople who had 
nothing to do vvitb (loth, .siiddenlv blossomed into vvlioh'sale de.ilcrs in cloth 
and people who luul nothing to do with building mutenals suddenlv became Gov- 
ernmint ( onti.ii lom for eonstrnetion of laigu build ngs ,ind m this w.iv bei ,ime 
great millionaire-s All that vv(> know vviis due to eiicuiiistances iircvalent while 
the w.ii was on Now that war is over, something better should be substituted 
but even thru it some expert knowledge is neeesaaiv it should be piovided for 
I do not tlnnk mv Ilonomable frieinl Mr .llinii|lniuw.il.i is \erv keen on hav'ing 
this propoition of 75 pel cent and 25 per lent 

Mr. B. P. Jhunjhunwala: Not at nil 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil: His idea seems to be that at least there must be some 
field, some ojienmg to some trades for some new entrants who come into the 
bu.snie.ss Otlierwise it becomes the rnoiiopoR of those who are nhcady there 
and'vvlio will contiime to be thirc at least for the period of three years and those 
who nri' amlntions and who want some openings in new' lines, will be barred. 
Such conditions should not be created as n result of this hgislntion T therefore 
request the Honourable the Corninercc .Member to consider whether be would 
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not like to accept tlu' principle iinderhnij,' tfic aniendiuent ot Mr. Jliuiijliuinvala 
As regards the m tiial working wliethei those who are uoav in the field slioiild be 
gnen 700 rut'i or 11 eeitain (.ireiini^t.oices tliere should be .1 v.u'iiirKin. because I 
cun well imagine eontingciicies ni wbuh pm mhi eisli ibution \\onld be ridiculous 
all these e.m be settled later on, ouee the principle is accepted I would like the 
Honourable the Coniinere Member to assiiie this f louse that he is tVith us so far 
as the elimination ot the element o( eoiriiptioii in any department and particular- 
ly m tins dep.ulment beiaiise the ('omniene neji.i'ilmeiit k now under dnseiiS- 
sion, is desnahle and that he accepts tins pimiiple and tliat lie v ill bv framing 
llie iiecessaiv rules set tli.it (oiriiptioii is reduced to (be miimmuu 

Dr. Zia XTddin Ahmad: 1 said .it the consideration stage tii.it I am ojiposed 
to controls altogether Hut the Houso appears inm to accept Hie piiiiciple of 
controls because the House b.is now l.diCii up the eoiisideialaai st.ige ol (lin Hill 
it seems that the House is m laiour ol loiitiols .ind tb.it controls ma\ continue 
foi' some tune 

[At tlu.s stage Ml Hiesidint v.nated the iJhair wliieli «as then occupied by 
Mr Dcput\ Hiesideiit (Khaii Moliaiiimad ^.lmm KImm) | 

Hut III (Mse coiitiol Is 'o (oiituiue. tlieii I .iiii -.(longh ot opmuiii Dial ,my 
Ustrietions mil uol lie' toi the heiicfii of (he people Tlie moment voii apply 
restrictions, tlieii someliodc will come low.iid T ma\ come haw.nd and 
jiiopose wh\ cpiotd should '!>)( he, li\ed lor each piosmce, wlis not loi cveu'y 
eomi)icaiit\ , nlu uol lot thosi [letsoiw who la mi entiled into the business Jle- 
c ause .if ter a II tbe\ ,iu“ icK oc .il uig the cause ol tlmse w ho lia \ e bet ii iii the busi- 
ness 1 ti‘ll those wlio li.iM tain iii tlu biNiness, xou li.ive m.icle c|Uite a lot of 
mone;\ iliuing the win b\ lliosi> nionopoliis, Ic-t othei fieopb now ciani> torn arc! 
and tia\e then cpiota so tli.il those who have .ilieadx nuide <il monc'c during 

the war should no’’ he gneii .my i’urthci chance to monopolise traele (live a 
(bailee to otlu'is also The [Fouse seems to have swallowed Hie iinpliMSiUil thing 
of h.iviiig eontiols Then led no n s|i le tioiis be nl.n ed on llie poweis ol ( 5 o\ein- 
iiicnt d'he (ioveinment alone should he made i espotisiliU tea .nlniimstei ing 
tliese unpleasant eontiols T will not .leceiit aii\ eif thesi .imendiiients i 
would lather Ida' to sFiift Hie wlmle lespoiisdtililx on to Hie shouldeis ol Hov 
ormiieiit and make tliem do .ill Hie'se unpleasant filings T do uol liKe.' to put 
down emv re'sti lotions wli.ilsex eel becsiuse the moment rosliietions are iil.iced, 
then thi‘S(' \er\ icstiietions migln woik faeomalih to some peisons ,nid \ei\ im- 
jileas.mtK to other classes of people So (h.it aliiteeei dee isioii eou mae aiiiee 
will never lie ]ileMs.inl to all ]ie<)ple .iliic I le.ilise eou h.iee pul Hii ITouour.ible 
the Comiueree Mi lliliei iii .1 eeie diffie nil |)ositIoii If oiile (he House li.ul .i lofit- 
eel mv suggi'stion and abohshe'd .ill eontieils .dtogithi'r. Hiem the 10, id would 
have been free Hut m the nite>res( of deeelopmeiit of mdiisli a s .md eaiious 
other Hungs, tlu* ma)ority in the House is in f.nour of e’ontrols .ind F accept the 
majorite verdict Once eou liave* taken tins position Hien no lestiietion wliat- 
scicver slionld be put and the* entire lesjiolisibilite foi eeorkmg Hiese controls 
should rest on the (loeernment \nebod\ is .it libeitv to make suggestions but 
Ha final decision must alee.ies lest wilb tlu* Oove riiini'iit The lefoie 1 epiposp 
all the three amendments 

Shri D. P. Karmarkar (liombav Sontbem Dieisum Xon-Muli.inunadaii 
Hui'al) 'rile diseiissioii tliat ll.is taken jilare tilt now siiibe leiitle sliows (bat 
Honourable INIcmberfi ol tins House .-ire vei e |ea1oiis of the powe*ts Hint eee are 
I'litiusting the exceutiec* eeith by means of Hus ltdl, and t foi eau*, would Hunk 
tluit the Honourable Hie Com men <* Areinlici must have felt ven imieli relieved 
at the very great infere.st taken In rejiieseiilativcs of luiblic opinion so f.ir as they 
are* in this House Tt onl\ shows that eontiols weie \ei\ badl\ exeie ised during 
the war period and it is up to ns and also it is ii)) to (iovernmi'iil to see (hat 
nnblic opinion is alisolntelv satisfied on the iiomt that eontrols are e.xereised 
in a verv jjroper manner If we say tli.it controls .iiv likelv to la* abused, it is 
not as if W'e are casting any reflection on (he govorninent of the da\ We onlv 
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fShri D. P Karmaikur J 
indicate the possibility ot abuse 1 coitaiiily think that the Honourable Mem- 
ber IS as much uiimous as any oue of us to see to it that these controls are pro- 
perly exercised The uinendmeut before the House seeks definitely to limit 
and lay down in so many ways the way m which the shipping business should 
be distributed It is as well that the Honourable Member would accept the 
principle underlying this. As the Honourab'e Member tvho moved this amend- 
ment, and made it perfectly clear that the suggestion came from the Honourable 
the Commerce Member, I hope by way of satisfaction he will accept the princ- 
iple underlying this amendment As Mr Gadgil has suggested, T feel sure that 
the Hononrahle the Commerce Member will accept the principle underlying it, 
if not the exact terms m which it is put, but at least with a view to meeting 
such possible objections against the possibility of these controls being abused 
by the subordinate officials of the Government I should like to make a con- 
structive suggestion with a view to achieving the object underlying the principle 
of this amendment It la this So Imig as such emergency legislation is there, 
an advisory body of this legislature should be set up to advise the Government 
in the proper exercise of its function and from time to time .idvise the Govern 
ineiit legnrdmg the jieieeiitnges to be fixed, to meet the requirements of appH- 
cations, the qualifioatioiis of applicants, in fact every matter connected with 
the exercise ot thesi* emergency powers. T think. Sir, there would he sufficient 
scope for public opinion to exercise itself very effectively in so fhr ns the working 
of these controls are concerned Any other method w'ould partly defeat the very 
jnnpose of this Hill w'hieh we have m view Of course it might bo said that 
there is already an advisory body in respect of the Commerce Department. But 
we shall not he content with it, m so far as we are vesting the executive with 
enormous powers nnd those jiowera are not neeessarilv exercised by persons res 
ponsible like the Oommerce Member. Powers vested in Government have neces- 
sarily to be e.xeitosed liy )ieisons m a subordm.ite cap.icity And with a view 
to prevent any possible abuse of any of the discretionary powers vested m Gov- 
ernuieiit and b\ deleg.ition to officials 1 suggest that the Honomahle Member 
should make up his niinil to satisfy juiblie opinion .md so long as this emergency 
legislation is in existence to set up a specia' advisory committee consisting of 
Members ot the legislature to advise Government in the exercise of these con- 
trols A inen8\ir3 like that would go a long way 

Dr. Zis ITddin Ahmad; That also may be a eorrupt bod\ 

Shri D. P. Karmarkar: Those who think like that may be excluded from 
this committee and thosi* who have faith in themselves may find a place in it 
And I think my llonoiu.ihle friends iiiav he pleased to withdraw their amend- 
ments after receiving definite and satisfactory assnranees from the Honourable 
the Coinmeice Member 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: Sir, as regards the amendments moved 
by my Honourable friends Mr Golo and Mr. Chaudhuri my Honomahle Itiend 
l\ir Gadgil has given .i yiroper reply that their suggestion made iii these amend- 
ments will not solve the problem The choice of the exporter or importer will 
only be shifted from the authorities in the Gonimerce Department to the Heserve 
Bank, with the additional disadvantage that any man of money who can spare a 
large amount of monev will mmiediatcly go and purchase the exchange necessary 
for export or import and bona fide trades in the line for years will be completely 
‘‘limmated The result will therefore be that instead of improving mutters the 
acceptance of that suggestion vvill, I am quite sure, defiintelv worsen matters 
and it may create a monopoly such as the one which was mentioned by my Hon- 
ourable fnoiul Mr isri Prakusn. I may mention that both the instances mention- 
ed by him are not within the purview of my deportment The control of brass 
sheets is under the Industries Department and the question relating to the distri- 
bution of cloth in Bensres city is under the provincial Government But so far as 
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the Commerce Department is concerned no monopoly has been or will be grven 
to any party or any small number of two or three, as mentioned by him. 

Coming then to the third amendment moved by Mr. Jhunjhunwala, as he hae 
rightly pointed out, the idea underlying that amendment is the one which I dis- 
cussed with him and some others However, it cannot be laid down definitely 
m ttu Act of the legislature because in that case it will be impossible for the de- 
partment to depart from that pruiciplo iirespective of any difficulties which 
may be encountered For example, it would be impossible in that case to have 
even State trading in any particular item The amendment placed before the 
House 18 so worded that it would not even allow Government to be the mono- 
poly-importers of certain commodities like wheat, rice, etc Apart from that, 
there are several items on the import and export side vihere wo cannot introduce 
the 75 per cent, established shippers and 25 per cent new comers itile As ] 
have already mentioned, we are going to try as an /‘xperiiiient the introduction 
of the tender system about three items where we will have to depart from the 
principle of 76 and 26 per cent. There are other items where T tried to introduce 
this 25 per cent, rule for new comers but found it difficult to do so In such, 
cases inste.ad of giving 25 per cent, share by one jump to new comers, we have 
to make a start by giving ten per cent to new comers and in the next allotment 
of quotas, we may be in a position to raise the percentage 
from 10 to 25, as it is difficult to accommodate 26 per 

cent, new comers in some particular commodities. Therefore, as 1 

say, we cannot lay down in an Act of the legislature a definite percentage of 
75 and 25 But m all these casts, subject to suitable exceptions, as a general 
I'lile that IS the principle which the (Commerce Dejiartment intends io follow 
and which the Commerce Department themselves mentioned fo the Honourable 
Members who have moved this amendment .\s the Mover of tlie amendment 
himself admitted, the whole idea miderlvmg the amendment has been taken by 
him from his discussion with me and, we are generallv going to adopt that line 
subject to exceptions in particular e.ases where difficulties may be encountered 

That is regarding the percentage of 75 and 25, which is the first part of the 
amendnient. The second part of the amendment says that it .slimild be distri- 
buted pro rata between the various applicants There also he has taken the 
idea entirely from his discussion with me But there also T must mention 
that it will bo impossible to lav it down as a definite rule in all cases There may 
be a commodity wherein if vou were to make n pro rata distribution you May 
be in a position to allot such a small quantity as one mainid or two inininds or 
half a ton to each applicant and where it may he imjiosaible to wrok it m practice 
as the export and import trade will be jiaralysed by such small quotas But 
where the pro rata distribution does not lead to any absurdity of tliis character 
and w’here it can be worked in a normal way without anv difficulties, it is the 
policy of the department to follow the pro iota rule But where certain diffi- 
culties may be experienced we may have to depart from the pro rata rule because 
in that case it may be impossible to work out any scheme of imports or exports 
in a manner which would keep the trade in efficient hands Therefore, so far as 
general principles arc concerned, I am in sympathy with the third amendment 
but it is impossible for Government to accept the principle because ro hard and 
fast rule can be laid down. I hope with this assurance the Honourable Mem^ 
bers will withdraw the amendments. 

ICr. Vadilsl Lallubhai: Sir, T understand then that the pro rata distribution is 
not being followed till now because it is according to quotas for the years 1940- 
42 or thereabouts If any merchant has done heavy business in those years ]i» 
will be given a higher quota and one who has done less husmess will be given a 
smaller quota. 

The Honourable Mr. X. I. Ohundrigar: If it i.s the idea that whether a man 
has exported 50,000 yards or 10 lakhs of yards they must have equal quotas, that 
principle can never be accepted by Government. It could only be aooepted aa 
pro rata according to business which was done by him. 
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Mr. P. B Oole: Sn, ni Mew of \Ahat hns lieen hind bv the Hnnonrnble tbfi 
Coiiimei'cc Meniber I sboiild like to wiiluba'^ i)i\ ameiidinent 
The iimendniciit vius, b\ leave ot thi‘ Asseinbls withdr.Avii 
Sreejut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri: Su. I .iKo nsk for lo.ne fo withdniw my 
ameudiiiont 

The -iiiiondmont v\as., by leave ol the Asseinbh, w itbdraw ii 

Mr. B. P. Jhunjhunwala: Sn, 1 loo bee l,.a\e to eitbdme 1II_\ ameiidmeiit 

The .mieiidmont w.ib, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn 

Mr. C. P. Lawson (Uene.il Eniope.ml Sii, I move 

■ I'll, 11 to ^Iib I i.iii-e (ll 111 il.ui't 5 of tlio bill, tile iollowing I’lovino lie added, namely !' 
'Piinulod that the (>|ipi,ili(>ii .>1 .1 lesiiiilion on imnoit-. ihall he limited to .% period 
ol SIX mol tils wheiA •'m li lesliiition is m.ide ioi 110 olliei )iiiipose than the 
protPition ot indntenons industry’ ” 


This (UJieiidmeiit tli.it 1 have tnoved depends lot its sticcess wlictliei tlie Gov* 
-1‘rntnenl. and this House aeeept the piniei))le that the nonnnl protection of 
indiKenous mdnstrx ix b\ l.iriff and not b\ pioliibitioii Pei hups it will be as 
well if 7 s.nd tliat o\<r .aenin Wbefher or not this .inieiulmeiil is .lecepltible 
depends, .k 1 s.iv, on wliether (lovermnent aceepts the pnneiple that the 
noinml jiniteetion of indifienotis indtisUx should be h\ tariff and not bv prolnbi- 
tion I tliinlc Sn, that lb.it i.s .1 wi 11 eslablixlied inteiiijilional inine!|'le and 
has fioinvd laieolx in x.nioiis (lade t.ilKs and so on in whicli this oouiitry has 
liarticipafed But if tbeie is any doubt on the r(tiehlion, 1 tbink that everr-' 
body would admit that it is b.ul for any industry to have no competition As I 
said' before, when speaking on this subfeot, there comes a tunc when if u pro- 
duct is not ii]i to sl.mdaid, it is detimtely not bou}.ht and llieii xoiir prohibition 
merely K'snlts 111 \oin losing import duties Apart from flint Iheic is the 
nccchsitv that then should he somelhnie ag.iinst whieh the indigenous product 
slioiild compete Tf xou wish import duties can be attached to the product 
up to any limit — ii]) to three or four hundred per eent if ,iou wish — nlthough as 
previously remarked it would be doubtful in that ease whether the product that 
xou are fivotocting would be worth protecting Wliereaa there is no question 
that ,1 fill iff e.in be .idjusted to sueli a height ,is to m.ike eompefition impos- 
sible, it is wrong in iirmeiple to jiroliibit the impoit of goods L’lmt is the theory 
til defi'iiee of fhe [iiineiple .1 ])rmciple (o which 7 hold iiioxt stronglv, that the 
protect ion o( industry should he done bv tariff and not by prohibition I would 
liko tli(» TToiionrnbli* ilic roimnercc Meinhor if lio wiW bf m> kinrl to rlenl witb 
that p.iiiieul.ir point i^oes ho or does be not agree that the proper protection 
of iiiibgc'iioiK nuhistix is bv dntv tariff’* 

To go on honi that let me give von the pi.ietic.il leasons \vh\ 7 eonsalei that 
ibis ainenduiint should be moved and wb\ this .imendmeut should be accepted 
by the 77 onse At the motrient there are occurring a number of instances 
some of wliadi 1 have biougbt to the iiotiee of (lovermnent . 


"Mr Deputy President Older, order No doubt it is peimissilile for the 
Honourable Members to talk in a low tone among themselves in the TToiise hiit 
fhev should not talk m such a mannet that the House ix disturbed Their 
v'oiees iniixf he so low lliat other people in the JToiise do not bear tbeni 


Mr. C. P. Lawson: Tbank von, Sii Tb.it will save m\ voice a little Int 
\s 7 w IX saving I bave biougbt to the noth e of responsible denial liiipiits, and 
file Comiiieree ^ilember himself is perfeetiv well aware that cirenmstanees are 
now 111x111'. Ill wbiib lerliiiii ti.aitics claim fo be able to mamifneture a type of 
in-odi'u t which 11. fact theA ^lave never manufactured in practice or in bulk 
The result of thix ix that bv making aiiplicntions to Government Jlepartments 
thev aie eu.abled U. get a p'mhibition on imports and until the people who uti- 
lize that product find out that it cannot be used for the purpose for '^b'ch it 
was infended until that tune arrives and until Government are convinced that 
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the product is not being manufactured in sufficient quantity, in suitable quality 
or at a reasonable price, the prohilution rtf that import continues That is a bad 
Ihing for the industrv of tin- connt.i\ It nicaiis tliat a person who re(|uires a 
certain article, say a tilterate of sorts, and finds subsequently that that article 
ifc not a filterate at all he lias to go tlirongli all tile ])roccss of gt'ttiiig tins ]irohibi- 
iion withdrawn before he can get the [noper aitidc 

Non all f have suggested m tins umendineiit is that tlicic should be a tniie- 
liiiiit on the prohibition All I suggest is that when a piohibilion of, this type 
is introduced — I aeknow'ledge the Commene Member’s light to protect the 
industry ot the country and if it la nccessais he ma\ indeed have to produce 
a tenqiorary- prohibition to protect that mdnstiy , I acknowledge his right to do 
that — hut i suggest it would he right to impose .1 tinu -limit, a limit of six 
months fn that si.\ months (leriod tlieie is e^ery' cdi.inre ot lailtuig tins parti- 
cular jiioblem before thi' Tariff Jioftrd aial getting the TaiilT Hoard to place a 
suitable tariff on nu)«»rted goods wdlieli will su|iply adequate twotection for 
the indigenous iiidustiw M\ le.ison foi suggesting the Taiiff Ho.ivil is this 
Variou.s people npiironeli various DepartiiientB of rioviUMimeiit Thev say 
“Stop such and such article fixun coming into this country i)ec.uisi> ] can make 
it” The Depaitnicnt of Oovernment may hiive an expert to cunsoH 01 not 
but lierc you have two definite functions which m.iv nulitato against one an- 
other You might for lUslaucc have the Taiiit Tloiiid taking one view on the 
protection of an arfielr> and the Ooveinii ent DepartiiiLiit ..oiu ci lied taking a 
totally different view That to my mind is a wrong situation Tf von have a 
Tariff Board and ,\ou tiust your Tariff Board, all ipiestioiis of piotection should 
be considered In that T.irifT Board, and T delilaratelv suggest tli.it this limi- 
tation ot SIX months should he used for the purpose of laittiiig this matter 
before tlii' one authority in this country by whom consulcndioii is proper I 
suggest, Sir, to the TTonournble the Commerce Mciniier liiat my amendment 
will in no wiiv inteideie with the purposes that he has exiilaiiied so carefully 
to us Tf he adopts this aineiidment nioreovei he can, T tlmiK, do a lot to 
remove an abuse, an abuse which results from iiersuaiioii exeicised on (rovern- 
inent In a certain firm to the effect that it can maimf.ictiire something which 
it cannot in fact make at all At least ^his w’ill put a limit on the period of pro- 
hibition I suggest that tins is a most leasonable niniuliiieiit .ind 1 hope 
tlint the Tdoiunirnble the t’ommercc Menibei .uid the TToiisc will ai cept it 

Mr. Deputy President: Amendment movol 

“riiiit to blit) (la lisp (1) oi ilaiisc 3 of tlie Bill tlip tollowinn Piommi lie .id.leil naincW 

‘Piovalpil that Ihp opei.ilinn ot ,1 vestricdoii on tiii|Kuls shall hp laiiiUsI In 11 peiiod 
of SIX mouths isheie such ntsUiction is lutwW foi lu oihci piuposc vhiin the 
pnitPition of indiL'Piiniis industry’ ” 

Mr. Manu Subedar: T am very strongly ojqiosed to the amendment yiliicb 
my Honourable friend has moved This is not a new note coTning fiom that 
direction The Associated Chamber of Coimnerft' m Calcutta when they met 
last December passed a Jlesohition on this subject and thev said that controls 
should not be used for any purposes except those puipo-.es foi viliieh thev were 
intended to be used T put it to the House when Cioveinmenl take a decision 
on any of these matters and all these matters are veiv eloselv allied, is il 
possible to say that control has liecn put m for this purpose alone Control, 
as we in the course of discussion found this inorimig .tnd as the Honourable 
the Commerce Member clearly explained, controls max' hax'e to be exercised 
for many jiurposes — for conserving the exchange, for preventing over-stocking 
of cretain types of goods in (his eountrv, for lestnetmg the amounts winch 
may be brought in having regard to a long list of priorities and applications,, 
and for health and for international conventions and for rnanv oth t ronsons 
I put it to this House that verx often the restriction in quantitv i,s required 
for all these purposes but incidentally one of the considerations is whether the 
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iluantity produced in this country in this paiticulai aitide is adequate. I do 
not think, Sir, the Honourable the Coiniiierce Member has put it torvvard nor 
18 it really for his Departinent to go and encourage industry as such. I do not 
think he has put it forward that the controls are being used Nor did nij friend 
Mr. Jjiiwsoii give, this House any relevant illustrations of a case v\here controls 
were put forward merely for the purpose of encouraging industry as such. The 
controKs have been exercised as the result in the bahinee of many considerations 
of winch the effect of the industry on this country is one Do we want the 
(ioieinnieiif reeklessh to permit the iin[)uit ot cheap stuff into this coiintrv 
legardless of the idea that goods are being produced in this country I’ May I give 
one illustration? Bicycle manufacture has taken place in this country and 
developed during the war How important this little article is in the matter of 
security and transport when other forms of tr.msport are not iivuilable will be 
readily understood. There are two concerns making bicycles in this country. They 
are both producing under very difficult conditions as their unit of production is 
small and some of their materials arc verv costU Thev are at a disadvantage 
because tlie foieiguor tan have hievcles landed at Cnlcnttn, Rornbay, ^fadras, 
or Karachi for the same price These jicople have to send it from the place 
they produce it to all these centres For the same transport, the foreigner can 
land it at any port but there aie nnineious coiivenienoes including the well-known 
reputation of foreign well-established brands TTnder these circumstances, 
18 it suggested that the import of bicycles into this country should not he regu- 
lated and that if .should be permitted ad hb and to anv extent regardless of tlie 
idea that these two eoinpRnie,s are manufacturing a ceitaiii number of bicycles? 
Sir, the onlv sensible manner there is that a licence should be given for an arti- 
cle like bicvcies for which there is a large unsatisfied deniaiiii Bicvoles should 
ho permitted to enter this eonntrv in large <|uantities lu'caiise the consiiiner is 
wanting a large number. But as and when a situation developed in which the 
foreign bicycle would sell out the Indian bicycle, may be be would imder-sell 
and sell cheaper and for this the case in point is .so far as the bicycle itself is 
concc'nicd, that the United Kingdom price for export was lower than the price 
for home consumption This in all economic tbougbt is called dumping, and 
if therefore any other eonntrv chose, for his own purposes, for his own reasons, 
and for his own motives to send down goods to this country to the prejudice 
of a local producer and a local industry, is it suggested that the riovornment of 
this eonntrv should sit idle and should not exercise the powers we are giving 
to them under this law'* No, Sir My friend has been very clear aiiont it 
He would exercise these powers but for six montbs ^^.^y [ know wliiit would 
happen if the same conditions prevailed in the seventh month? Let the indus- 
try perisli ' Mv friends can say that but T challange and I ask whether anyone 
in this House can accept a position when for lack of powers or foi lack of 
willingness to exe'cise those powers bona Me production in this country w'as 
allowed to go to the wall My friends on that side do not want mannfnctures 
in this country to take place. We had a case when the Posts und Telegraphs 
Department was being discussed. 

Mr. M. A. P. Birtzel (Bengal- European) It is entirely untrue' 

Mr. Manu Subedai: We had the PostB and Telegraphs motion under discus- 
sion and my friend on this side said ... 

Mr. N. M. Joshi (Nominated Non-Official) Not on this side' 

Mr. Manu Snbadar; You are allying yourself too often with them 1 At that 
time he said it was not ‘wise’ for India — I noted the words very carefully — to 
have telephone interchange equipment manufactured in this country as it would 
be verv costly Here is another case. In this case T have be.en urging from 
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my place in this House that as the telephone is a security busmess, if there 
(vas another war we do not want to be without this equipment. We must make 
this equipment in this country no matter what it costs, 1 do not think, as 
we have succeeded in other industries, whj we should not succeed in this industry 
also lor producing it at as cheap a price as elsewhere. This was our outlook 
but theirs is that India should not manufacture They bring up the question of 
'cost for the State when it suits them because it India did manufacture then 
some ot the exports which India was accepting from the United Kingdom would 
fall. This IS an outlook m which I say with all desire to be nice to them that" 
our friends must learn that our loyalty is to our country first and that we can- 
not permit extraneous notions of this kind to be brought to this House under 
the plea that this is a very mild and very reasonable amendment. And what 
IS behind these people’s nimds'i' For all other purposes the powers are given 
for such period as in Government's discretion is the proper period. But for 
industrj’ they should not be used. I submit that any decision would depend 
entirely on the question of industrial protection itself and therefore as most of 
the decisions would be from mixed motives, most of the decisions would be 
dictated after an examination ot all the numerous points which converted on 
this problem. I submit that this amendment is./ 

Mr, 0, F. Lawson: No harm m it! 

Mr, Manu Subedar: misleading and 1 do not like the thought behind 

this amendment on the part of our friends Why should not the power to pro- 
tect industries be used? Let us take it that a decision is taken on this sc.uc 
merely for the protection of industry in this country What is meant by the 
protection of tins industry? M> fnend raised the point that if the Tariff Board 
lecommeuded something! Now the Tariff Board, however wise and clever it 
might be, m a changing situation m the world, where new situations and new 
circumstances arise every day, camiot foresee every contingency. I therefore 
want to arm the Government of the country with powers which they can use 
without any hesitation and without any lapse of time and without any elabo- 
rate enquiry of the kind which my friend wants to interpose before the Govern- 
ment can act Therefore I say that ihe thought which motivates this is partly 
alien and not entirely Indian and that the less such thoughts intrude in this 
Legislature the better. May 1 warn my friends that we are more than con- 
scious that (heir presence m this House is an anomaly m itself 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson: Is it m order for the Honourable Member to say all this? 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Very well, I will not emphasize that point 

Mr. Deputy President: Will the Honourable Member resume his seat! 
As far as the Constitution lies, the presence of Mr Lawson and his party is 
as under the Constitution Whether this Constitution will remain or not is 
another matter. But as long he is in his right in this House, these remarks 
are not proper 

Mr Manu Subedar: I had no lutoution to question the propriety of their pre- 
sence in this House under the present Constitution I was questioning the 
propriety of the Constitution itself, because in every other country in the world 
'do I find that only those wlio arc citizens of the country are entitled to vote or 
be members of the legislature In the white man’s country, the Indian is not 
even given the right of franchise and vote 

Mr. Deputy President: That is a matter of reciprocity That has nothing 
to do with the Bill 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I will diop the point I will only say that the thought 
which may have actuated my honourable fnend in bringing in this is a direct 
pointer to Government not to use their powers for the protection of industry 



^126 LKGibLvriv^ ASijEMBLY [IStii Mar. 1947 

‘Mr. 0. P. Lawson : That is not wjiat I said. tSir, I inerelj? suggested the us» 
ot those poweis bv tlie normal method, which is through the Tariff Board X 
never suggested tiifll industry should not be protected The Hoiiournblo 
Member is putting woids into iii_> mouth which 1 neier used. 

Mr. Manu Subedar; I am very glad to hear the- explaiiution but the method 
oi taiiff pi'oteition involves several iiionths to intervene on an elaborate enquiry 
which it is not possible in all eases In any case why should not the Gov- 
ernment have the power to restrict either the quantity or the quality of a 
jiiiiticular sort of goods which shall enter this country oi tlic manner in which 
litter tliLMi- cntiy they shall be dealt with ui such u rii.mnci so that while the- 
consumers and users of articles huv what they w'aiit, those who are producing 
may not be put to an nneiiual competition which they (.innot meet with the 
result that tliey would he thrown to the wall < lovcinmciit have iisi-d this 
method I tlimk in raie cases 1 do not think anybody can sav th<it (ioveinment 
have abused powers in this direction or that they li.ivc used it m hniidveds 
of cases or that it has become the normal method ol eucouiugmg industry I 
say that tins powei which has been used hitherto in a hlaitudess and very ihs- 
criininating manner sliould • be given to this Government and should not be 
sought to be restricted m the inaniier in which my llonoiiiable fiiend wishes to 
restrict 1 oiqiose this nmoiulinent 

Dr. Zia Uddia Ahmad: tiir, I am boiry that my tneiid Mr Maim Subedar 
has entiiely misunderstood the object of this amendiiient. I said in the very 
beginning and I will say again jiist now' that vve aie all in favour of protection 
of our industries Thiit is a point on w'hicli theie is no difference of opinion, 
whether it is the Envojiean Grou)), this party or aiiv othei jiartv Wo all want 
that onr industiics should he protected but in what mJiuier it should be pio- 
tected IS the issue Wliethei it should he protected hv means of proteetive 
duties or Iiy the restiiction of imports and licences- that is the issue i.iised Iiy 
the amendment of Mr haw son Tt vve adopt the second method of lestnctiiig 
impoits from outside, my friend wlien he is in a differ<-iit mood will say, “Why 
should it he done how- aie the sterling halanees to he paid The sterling 
balances will only he paid by means of iin|)ort of coiimiodities ,ind if the im- 
port of commodities is lestiicted the payment ot our sterling balances will be 
restricted ” We should not iniv tlic two things up Tlic question is whether 
the pioteclion of mdnstries can most effectivelv he olitamed hv the protective 
duties as we have been doing >so far These jirotective duties, as I said, may 
he levied 111 the inaimei which the Fiscal (’omitiission has rycommended, in 
the absence of any other recommendations by means of the Tariff Board We 
have been pressing fiom tins side that there should be one permanent Tariff 
Board which will examine all those ,iftic1e8 and then lew the pioteolive duties. 
It IS not necess.nv that they should be protected by restricting import alto- 
gether. That IS really the object. 

The other jiomt is that we must make a drstinction between import and 
export In the ease of imports yon oan stop it hv protective duties In the 
C.180 of exports the method will he b\ prohibitive older that such and such a 
thing should not he exjiorted at all In case thev find enormous differences in 
puces between India and outside eoimtries. the Government alone should take 
the responsibility and expoit the articles The less vve have recourse to the 
licensing svstem the better. But vve have .accepted at the cnnsiderntion stage 
that these licences should be retained that control should be maintained. 
Accepting this principle, unanimously, because there was no division, the res- 
ponsibility of maintaining it must rest with the Government. Somebody sug- 
gested the Beserve Bank in this connection and it was rightlv pointed out that 
the Beserve Bank is not the projior aiithoritv One difficulty which mav Honour- 
able friend Mr Hole has forgotten is that we cannot criticise the action of the 
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l^serve Bank m this House but w© can criticise the action of the (lovcmmont 
We cannot put the responsibility on an alien anthoritv whom we cannot criti- 
cise on the floor of this House Once joii accept tlie [iftnciplo of tbe Hill, put 
the entire responsibility on the (iovermnent to exercise it in a way they think 
best. I think it is verv desirable that we should consider this tact, that if 
the Tariff Board has been establislied and if thi‘ system of protective Unties is 
fully organised, it riiay be considered whether we must have iliese protective- 
duties and lint restrietioiis, heeansi' that will raKe the ihum- of the article con- 
trolled. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patn.i .md ( hot,. N'li-pm , kw Oiissa .\IuhanL- 
madan)- Sir, T had no desire to t.ike jjart in the dehatr but for tlie remarks- 
which have jnst been ni.idc In m;\ Hononrnhle friend Hr Siibedar His 
anxiety to indiistnalise tins coiintn is so strong that on eveiv occasion this 
IP common plea made b\ him lor obstiueting every soil of iegisl.ifion m this 
country, I cannot imagine wh\ he thinks that legislation should always be 
done at the cost of the dOO million coiisuiuers of this eountrv and also at the 
cost of the iirodncers b\ resfi clung the r.iw niateiials export ami also liv res- 
tricting the consumers goods imports .\fr Lawson s .imendincnt is pist an 
innocent oik’ Tlie (loyernmcnt is given deflniti’ poweis to see whether it dobs 
interfere with the genev.il economic condition of India 

Mr. Mann Siihednr lefeiTod to the produetioii of evcles hv two mdiistiinlists 
m India hut he abstained from saving to the Hon.se the difl'erenee m the yirfee 
which the consumer has to pa_\ here and the eonsnmer will have to yiay in the 
event of imported cycles from abroad. There should only be a reasonable limit 
for such sacriflciw hv the dOO million people of tins coiintis ff our indus- 
trialists cannot proihice consmners goo<ls at world parity mices m tlio liegin- 
mng, they can ccrlamlv be given ynofix tarn for a (cif-iin time tlirmigh tariff 
rates as my HononiMlile friend Dr Zii T'ddm Uini.id pointed onf hut they 
cannot he iiroteetcil for .ill tunes ut the eos( of the coiisnnier I would only 
say that they should not exist .ilways through .1 eontrihution hv 400 million 
people of this loimtrv iii one form or orher Fm certain industries tlie raw 
materials export from India arc heim' restricted For instance, t.ikc tlic ques- 
tion of raw hides and skins Hides exyiort is vestiieted so liiel the tanning 
uidustry of this country may develop .\lthough for a certain ipmlitv of raw 
hide Turkey and other continentnl countues can pay lls :12 per 20 lbs, v/et ex- 
port has to h(' lestncted so that Tmhan tannevs mav hn\ .it Us 10 or iicarlv 
half the rate Fxporl h.ss been restucled to an ^•\lcnl that the iiidiistiv is 
unable to consume even at low rates the entire production, m the name of mdiis- 
trialization this should not have been done. Tins is something whuh should 
have a limit of time and should not bo .illovved to go on for an imlmuted period 
and that the craze for indiistrinlisation slionid not b(> made a plea .it I'viua occa- 
sion Whenever we talk of nnv taxation m the Fin.mce Bill the same ]den is 
1 ut forward “that industries will suffer. tho\ will perish and will go away ” Some- 
members alwHvs say that industries will not develop m this eountrv unless you 
put this restriction and that restriction The most salient fact w not brought 
out before the House that is of w^hat advantage d is to the general populace 
and to what portion of the inhabitants would take .idv.mtage of siieli a indus- 
trialisation? It may be that the per capita wealth on ealeulation mav increase 
on paper but the comforts of the populate mav shrink Suppose m this country 
in a particular province, if there are ten industries whose 200 or 2,000 shares 
had built up a reserve or a capital of thousands of orores, the per capita wealth 
of that province might incre.ase from Bs 8 to Bs 80 or even more But onr 
members forget that outside that 2,000 persons who are shnrois, nil will remain 
as miserable as they were before, although the contribution is being made hv 
whole populace in that area at sacrifice for allowing the indiistrv to exist. 
All those profits and reserve of 10 crorpE or 100 erores is built up at the sacrifice 
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of millions of people m that area all of whom had to make equal contribution 
and sacrifice for this industrialization. We forget that we have to tell our indus- 
tries that they have got to meet the world production position and the world 
competition on the parity of prices. They have got to show the same amount 
of inteUigence as the other industrialists m the world have shown m competing 
on production. And for that we .are prepared to give them the same amount 
of fucihty as any other country in the world has given to develop its own 
industry We cannot allow ourselves to have an industrialisation in this 
country at tlie cost of consumers and producers for all times to come. I 
would certainly ask my honourable friend Mr Manu Subedar what kind of 
economics he wants to introduce into this country. If a few thousand people, 
or for the matter of that even a million of Indians can take advantage of indus- 
trialization, what about the rest of population^ The miseries of the common 
man is not reduced at all if onh a few thousand of men get engaged in industry 
The Bonib.iy plan envisaged that the znmindari system should be abolished 
They thought the only proper method was to allow the capitalist to exist as 
industrialist, and all the other form of capitalism and acquisition of wealth 
should be sacrificed to the industrialist interests because they said “if you want 
to develop the sugar industry you want possession of land and hence abob'sh 
zamindari ” What I want to impress on the House is this T definitely agree 
■with the amendment proposed by my friend Mr. Lawson To attribute motives 
■is something which I would not have expected from Mr Mnmi Subedar. T 
think the Government ought to consider it senouslv and .accept it as it still re- 
mains within their powers to do what they like, but in taking decision they 
will have to look into the whole financial situation, as no restriction should be 
placed for the sake of industry only. With these few words I support the 
amendment 

Sir Oowssjee Jehangir (Nominated Non-Gfficial) I think we have gone 
rather off the track We are not di.scua>5mg tariffs or the benefit of tariffs to a 
country or the handicaps of tariffs That is a very big subject which has been 
discussed on the floor of this House on many occasions This is no occasion 
to discuss the advanhiges or the disadvantages of tariff protection What 
we are discussing here just now is whether by the control of imports it is in- 
tended by Government to protect any particular class of manufacture m this 
country Well, Sir, I am certainly a protectionist I am for protecting our 
industries and the object of protecting our industries is so well known that I 
need not go further into that question But whether protecting a particular 
industry is for the benefit of the country or not can onlv be decided by the Tariff 
Board The jxiint now is docs Government intend to protect any big or small 
industry by the instrumental ity of this Act that will be passed ^ I do not think 
that is the position, T never heard up till now that Government would protect 
any industry by stopping the imports of anv article If the country wanted 
an article, if the countrv’ was starving for tlie article and if the Government 
stopped the import of that article arbitrarily under the sections of this Bill there 
would be .nil outcry in the country and people would iinmedintely say ‘we want 
this article, we do not get it, xve are starving ’ I do not think that is the object 
of this Bill at all I do not think it was ever intended that it should be so used 
or has been so used or will be so used I think the Honourable Member will 
confirm what T soy Certainly, if an article floods this country and importers 
suddenly bring into this country in large quantities an article which the country 
does not want, it is the duty of the Government to stop further imports If 
exchange or currency is affected by imports it is the dutv of Government to stop 
the imports But as long as the country wants a particular article to be imported 
into the country for its own use this Act should not be used for preventing such 
articles being imported If there is a question of protection, real question of 
protection, the Tariff Board is here to decide and Government will I am sure 
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follow the advice of the Tariff Board. But the point of principle raised by Mr 
X/awson is : does Government intend to use this Act for the protection of mdus 
♦riea? I do not think it was so intended, or that it will be so Ubcd m th< 
Suture. Then there will be an outcry m the country. It will mean the stop 
jnng of the import of an article without proper investigation by the Tariff Board 
<Jovernment should stop an article being imported into this country only h 
there is a flood of such an article in the country or il 

Xhe exchange problem is such that it is against the interests ot tin 

^country that ths article should be imported into the country. Also or 
nertain rare occasions if the import of an article tor the time being 
-hinders the interests of this country in any way tloveruineut should have the 
liower in these dangerous tunes which are w'ar tunes still of preventing the 
import of that article. I think the apprehension expressed by m\ tnend Mr. 
Iiawson may not he so well-founded as he imagines J'liere m.u have been 
.a case or two where the import of an article may have been stopped under a 
wrrong iiniiression. But if the position is cleared by the Ilouourahle Member 
as to the use of tins Act in the future as it has been cleared in the iiast I do 
-not think there should be any further controversy on this maltei 

M. A. P, Hirtzel: Sir, T would not have risen to speak at tins ^t.ige but 
tor the outburst from my honourable friend Mr Mumi Siibedai who expressed 
himself as wishing to be very nice to us, but 1 thiidt it «ns an extraoidinary 
ivay of being nice Well, Sir, I was very glad to hear tlie remarks made by 
the prfevious speaker who thought it was not tlie flovernmeni s intention to 
utilise the powers in this Bill for the purpose of piob-ction I siniild •sajP' if 
that 18 so then the amendment which has Vjeen moved by my friend Mr Itbwsod 
is an amendment to which the House cannot possibU have any ob)ection ot all. 
In the second place, Sir Cowasjee dehangir pointed out that the powers w'hich 
are sought under this Bill are powers which are to hist fot three \ears I do 
pot myself piofess to be a prophet but I think it is povsib'o that during the 
period of three years there might he many changes Tin rt> again, therefore, 
I suggest that if the situation which the ameiuiir.'iit contemplates is not thought 
likely to arise, there is no possible argument against meoipomting this amend- 
ment in the Bill. Well, Sir, to pass on to some of the remarks wdijoh fell 
from my friend Mr. Manu Subedar. Like some other n.etnbers of the House, 
he seems not to have listened to the speech which Mr. Lawson made in mov- 
ing his amendment Mr Lawson made it abundantly clear that 
® we in no sense quesrion the right of this country to protect its own 

industries 

TIfr . Deputy President; T thmk the Honourable Member would like to conti- 
nue hi^ speech tomorrow 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Wednesday, the. 
19th March. 1947 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Wednesday, IQth March, 1947 

The Assemfiily rne« in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Eleven of the Clock, Mr President (The Honourable Mr G V. Mavalankar) in 
the Chair. 

STAEBED QUESTIONS AND ANSWEES 

(a) Oral Answers 

Meetings oe the International Trade Organisation and India’s Trade 
Agreements With other Countries. 

11039, *Mr. UAnu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
please state the outcome of the International Tr.-ide Oigani/..ition meeting in 
Paris in the month of November 1946? 

(b) Are trade agreements to be made with each coimtry separately, or, will 
a general charter regulate the relation of trade with all 

(c) Is a trade treaty contemplated or suggested between India and Australia, 
as the result of the trade missions bothways? 

(d) Is a trade treaty between India and the United Kingdom under discus- 
sion and, if so, will it be on the lines of the International Trade Organization 
charter, or on independent lines, and will it be negotiated separately after the 
result of the Constituent Assembly is known? 

(e) Are tuiy modifications m trade relations with any country contemplated 
independently of the meeting in connection with the International Trade Organi- 
zation in April? 

The Honourable Mr. I. 1, Ohundrigar: (a) Probably the Honourable Member 
is referring to the meeting of the Preparatory Committee of International Trade 
and Employment which was he'd in London dunng October-November 1946. 
If so, the answer is that the work ol the Preparatory Committee has not yet 
been completed and will be continued at its second meeting to be held in Geneva 
in April 1947 

(b) It is contemplated that the Dariff negotiations among tho members of the 
Preparatory Committee will be multilateral both m scope and application 
They will, however, be earned on in accordance with the general provisions of the 
the draft Charter of the International Trade Organisation. 

(o') and (d). India, United Kingdom and Australia are participating in the 
Intcniational Trade Conference, and should the Conference succeed, they would 
automatically become parties to the multilateral Trade Agreement No 
Trade Agreement or Treaty is contemplated at present. 

' (e) No; not at present. 

ICr. iCann Subedar: May T know whether in regard to some provisional con- 
clusions which may be reached m the London Conference and before the Geneva 
Conference starts, the Honourable Member will give this House on opportunity 
of knowing what has occurred and perhaps ascertain the views of this House 
with regard 't^Peneva? 

Tha HoDOnrable Hr. I. I. (Smiidrigar: So far as the London Conference is 
concerned, India is not going tb make any commitment whatsoever. The 
London Conference is only of an informal character to discuss what attitude 
should be^tal^ up at the Geneva Conference. As there is ping to be no 
commitmekt^ldie question of consulting this House does not arise. 

+ This^naeitiim' was put in the wcond round. 

- ( 2131 ) 
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Prof. N, O. Banga: Are we to uuderstand that this mtiltilateral agreement 
will be entirely binding on ub as Boon as it is agreed upon there, or is it liable 
to be considered by Government and placed before this House before Govern- 
ment actually give their sanction ? 

The Honourable Mt. I. I. Ohundiigai: When negotiations between two 
countries or several countries take place, it would not be possible to* say that 
India does not commit itself to any agreement and wante it to be Confirmed 
by this House If every country were to adopt such an attitude, no conclu- 
sions can be reached and no agreement can be negotiated at a conference like 
this The delegates who are to be sent to Geneva are given a brief by the 
Government of India and they have been advised to consult the Government of 
India from tame to tune as circumstances require, and not to make any com- 
mitments before the Government of India have fully examined the question. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that India’s rather bachward econo- 
mic condition and the inflataonary condition in which this country still is 
requires freedom of action m the international economic field may I know if 
Government have examined the piopositioii from that point of view and whether 
in the brief which the Government of India have prepared they have provided 
that the surrender of freedom to deal individually with countries either by wiiy 
of barter ot by way of special agreements will not be surrendered prematurely 
by tins country ? 

, The Honourable Mr. I, I. Ghundrigar: Government have fully examined the 
question and are fully alive to the importance of the point raised by the 
, Hbi;iourahle Member, and the delegates have been given the necessary instruc- 
tions. 

, Sjt. N, V. Gadgll: Will the same procedure be followed here as was done, 
ill the case of the Ottawa Agreement which was placed bedore this House for 
I'tiUfi cation’’ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundngax: The matter will be considered after 
the agreement is reached 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Then are we to understand that Government have 
already come to a decision in regard to the advisabiUty of their not only taking 
part but also accepting the principle of multilateral trade agreements m prefe- 
rence to bilateral trade agreements? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundngar: No final decision has been reached 
It will be decided after considering the advantages and disadvantages of the 
final picture which will be placed before iis 

Dr. Zia TTddm Ahmad: In view of the fact that all trade agreements between 
India and o'her couniries were ratified by this House may I know if the same 
IJiactico wil be followed in future? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: I have said that the question will be 
considered as soon as an agreement is concluded 
Appointment of Trade Commissionbbs fbom the Mercantile Communitibs 
1040. ‘Seth Oovind Das: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state whether the appointments of Trade Commissioners of this 
country in other countries are made from the mercantile communities of this 
country 

fb) Have the commercial institutions of this country been called upon to 
suagest names of suitable candidates for appointment as Trade OommiBsioners, 
their Assistants and staff? ’ ' 

fo) Do Government propose to give any training on commercial msttem to 
the Trade CommisBionars and their staff before meir appointment in other 
^loimtries? 


)An*wer to thu qiiwition laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(d) D<>' Gtovemment propose to consider the desirebility of eppointing an 
Assistant or on Assistant Trade Commissioner, in every country wWe there is 
a Trade Commissioner,^ specially drawn from commercial oommunities or found 
qualified in commercial matters? 

The Honourable Mr.' 1. I. Ohundrigar: (a) to (d). It has sO far been the 
practice to recruit Trade Coriimissioners from Government service as also from 
nou'officials possessing business experience Commercial institutions, how- 
ever, are not called on to advise Government with regard to the selection of 
the latter, as such recruitment is made by the Federal Public Service Commis- 
sion who call for applications through the Press from eligible candidates. It 
has also been the practice to give officers selected for appointment as Trade 
Commissioners preliminarv training in the Commerce Department and in the 
office of the Director of Commercial Intelligence. Calcutta Facilities are also 
given to them to contact vanoiis Chambers of Commerce and trade organisa- 
tions before the\ take up their duties abroad 

1 may add, however, for the information of the Honourable Member that 
the entire question of the appointment of and the training to be imparted 
to Trade Commissioners is under active consideration. I may assure the 
Honourable Member that the points raised bv him in this regard will be borne 
in mind during these discussions 


Independent State fob Naoas 

11041. *Seth Oovind Dafl; (a) Will the Honourable Member for External 
Affairs be pleased to state whether Government are aware of an Orient Prtss 6f 
India message, dated 2.3rd December 1946, according to which Messrs.' 'A-.,, Z. 
Phizo and M T Sakhrie in an interview with the Special Correspondent of the 
Azad stated tb.at the Nag'is stu'id foi ,< sc'p. irate 'n'lepeivhnt slate of then- own'’ 

fb) If so. have Government got anv information to the effeet that the hJagas 
want to remain separate from the rest of India? 

The Honourable Fsuidlt Jawaharlal Nehru: (a) Yes 

(b) Government are informed that the statement referred to has no parti- 
cular importance and does not represent any .substantial body of opinion 


Export Licences to Btoinessmen of Nova Goa to Export Gttnny Bags to 
Portugal and to South Africa 

1:1042. •Seth Govind Das: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
please state" 

(a) whether the attention of Government has been drawn to the A. P. I. 
message of the, 24th December. 1946 that licences have been granted to 
businessmen of Nova Goa to export gunny bags to Portugal and Portuguese 
Africa and that from there these bags are likely to be shipped to South Africa; 

(b) whether Government are aware that similar attempts to export gunny 
bags from Ceylon to South Africa have also succeeded; and 

(c) what steps^have been taken bv the Government of India to prevent such 
exports to South Africa? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar; (»), (b) and fo) More than a week 
before the A.P.I. message referred to by the Honourable Member was published 
in ,.the Press, the Government had been warned by His Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul at Nova Goa of possible attempts bv certain businessmen to export 
gunny bags through Goa to Portugal and Portuguese East Africa, for possible 
-despatch to destinations in South Africa. 

tAnswer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent 
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As regards re-exports from Ceylon and the various steps taken by Govern- 
ment to prevent supplies from reaching South Africa, necessary preventive 
steps were taken forthwith with satisfactory results 


Goodwill Mission to the Middle East. 

11043. *SeUi Oovind Dm: (a) Will the Honourable Member for External 
Affaus please state when Government propose to send the Goodwill Mission to 
the Middle East to which he referred in his first Press Conference as Foreign 
Member? 

(b> What will be the personnel of this Mission? 

(o) Who will lead it? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal JTehm: (a), (b) and (c). It has not yet 
been possible to fix a date for the despatch of a Goodwill Mission to the Middle 
East, nor the composition of the Mission 


Licences eob Expobt of Indian Cotton. 

tl044. *8eth Oovind Das: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce Member 
be pleased to state how many licences for the export of Indian cotton have so 
far been given for the period of -Taniiary — April, 1947? 

(b) What 18 the quota of cotton export to various countries? 

(c) In view of the cloth shortage m India, do Government propose to con- 
sider the advisability of producing more and more yam in India itself ^ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundiigar: (a) I lay a statement on the table 
indicating quantities of cotton licensed for export 

(b) The system of destuiational quotas has been recently abolished, and hence 
there are now no specific quotas for any countries 

(c) Steps have been taken to increase the production of yam and cloth by 
endeavouring to arrange (1) working of three shifts in textile mills wherever 
possible, (2) working for nine hours a day in the Cotton Textile Mills instead 
of eight hours wherever possible on payment of overtime allowance to workers 
in mills where three shifts working is not possible, (3) increased supply of coal 
to textile mills, and (4) issue of import licences for Import of new machinery. 


f Answer to thi» question laid on the table, the questioner being absent 
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OCBDUBB BBGABDmO THE IMPORT OP CAPITAL GOODS PROM STERLING AND 

Nos-Steblinq Abbas 

tl046. *Maliara]kumar Or. Sir Vijajra Anaoda: (a) Will the Honobrable tlio 
Commerce Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that Government in the 
first instance consider applications only for the import of capital goods from the 
sterling area and that in the case of applications for imports from non-sterling^ 
area countries. Government require the importers first to ascertain that the 
goods to be imported are not available in the sterling area? 

(b) If so. do Government propose to consider the desirability of stopping thie 
procedure which puts Indian industrialists to extra expenditure? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: (a) No Sir The Honourable 
Member’s attention is invited in this connectdon to the Press note issued by 
43ovemment on the subject on the 14th September 1946, a copy of which is 
laid on the table. 

(b) Does not arise 


PRESS NOTE 

ImpoiU of ('oj/ttal Good* from Noii-Strrhng irca Vounhuf 

Representations have recently been received by the GovemiiienI, of India that machinery 
manufacturera in the United Kingdom quote consideiably liighev prices and longer periods 
of delivery for capital goods as compared with the terms offeiod by manufacturers in hard 
currency countries These repiesentations have been considered by the Ooveinraent ot 
India and with a view to enable industrialists to obtain then lequivements from the coun- 
tries which offer relatively more favourable terms, it has been decided to allow impovtation- 
of capital goods and machinery from hard currency countries if it is proved that the U K 
prices for a comparable plant of eqaal perfoimancc is appreciably higher and/or the period , 
of delivery is longer 

With a view to further assist industrialists, it has been decided that the responsibility for 
ascertaining non-availability of capital goods in the sterling area should henceforth be 
assumed by Government and steps are being taken to dispose of applications as expeditiously 
as possible 

COMMERCB DiPARTMKN'C ; 

IVfvr Delhi, .September 14, 1946 


Financial Support to Afghan Sardabs detained in Poona 
\ 1048. *HaJI Abdus Sattar Hajl Ishaq Seth (on behalf of Mr. Ahmed E H 
Jailer): (a) Will the Honourable Member for External Affairs please refer to 
reply to part (b) of starred question No 410 asked on the 12th Novembei, 
1946 regarding the detention of Afghan Sardars in Poona and to state whether 
a reply to the reference regarding the three Chief Afghan Sardars, via . Sardar 
Inayat Ullah Khan Sardar Hafiz Cllah Khan, Sardar Habib lUltih Khan and 
Syed Mohomed Yakub Khan, ex-Brigadier, Afghan Army, detained in Poona 
has now been received from the Government of Afghanistan? 

(b) If the answer to part (a) above be in the affirmative, have Qovermnenil 
reviewed the case of the Afghan Sardars for better financial support in the light 
of the reply received from the Afghan Government? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: (al Yes The Afghan Govern- 
ment have replied that they are unwilling to permit these Sardars to return 
to Afghanistan and have reiterated their objection to their being permitted 
anywhere near the Indo-Afghan border 

(b) Gertain proposals for increasing the allowances are under consideration 
and a decision may be expected in the near future. 

t Anawsr to this quMtion laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 

1 Thie qneation was p«t in the second round. 
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DBTBNnoN Noticxs by Pouob on Abohan Sabdabs in Poona 

+1047. *HbJ1 Abdoa Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth (on behalf of Mr. Ahmed E. H. 
Jafler): (a) Will the Honourable Member for External Affairs be pleased to 
refe- to reply to starred quesUon No. 4l{) asked on the 12th November, 1940. 
and state whether Government are aware that the Four Afghan Sardars de- 
temed in Poona are still being summoned to the office of the District Super- 
int^ndent of Police at Poona, and are being required to sign certain d6tentio)> 
notices issued for service on them by the Political Department of the Qovera- 
mei't of India? 

(b) Are Government aware that on the 22nd December, 1946 the Afghan- 
Sardars were summoned by the District Superintendent of Police, Poona and 
required to sign certain notices in token of their acceptance of the position of 
detenus and that they refused to accept the position, which those notices pur- 
ported to enforce on them? 

(c) What is the cost of the Pohce Staff that is being maintained in Poonfr 
for keeping watqh on the movements of the Afghan Sardars ? 

The HononraUe Pandit Javaharlal Nehru: (a) and (b). The Honourable 
Member appears to have been misinformed No detention notices have been 
issued against these Sardars. What have been issued against them are ordem 
under Section 86 of the Frontier Crimes Eegulation prohibiting their entry into 
the North West Frontier Province and Baluchistan. These orders were issued 
on the instructions, not of the Political Department, but of the External Affairs 
Department by the Political Agent, Khvber, who is legally empowered to issuft 
such orders under this Begulation 

(c) No special Police Staff is maintained for this purpose , 

Ha]i Abdus Sattar Ha]i Ishaq Seth: With reference to the reply to pari 
(a) are these orders issued because the Afghan Government want them to bo 
issued or are they issued by Government on their own initiative? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Kehiu: All orders issued m regard to 
their entry into the frontier areas are issued because the Afghan Govemmnnt 
do not want them to go there. 

Ha]i Abdus Sattar'Kajl Ishaq Seth: With regard to these details that the\ 
are often called to the police station and asked to sign different ^pers, will 
the Honcmrable Member see that they are not unnecessarily harassed and these- 
orders are relaxed? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: Most certainly we do not wish 
any of them to be harassed at all To some extent the local police are some- 
times overzealous in the matter, but there is no question of having any super- 
vision over them. The only point is that they are not allowed to go to the 
frontier areas; otherwise thej are free. 

Hajl Abdus Sattar Hajl Ishaq Seth: With regard to the details given in the. 
question that they have to go to the police station and sign certain papers, 
cannot the Honourable Member see that these orders are relaxed in their caseT 

The HonouraUe Pandit Jawaharlal N»hru: Yes, Sir certainly. 

Shrl D. P.r Earmarkar: May I know if the Government of India are und(ir 
any international obligation to keep them within India so long as the Afghan 
Government want? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: No, Sir, if the;^ want to go outside 
India they can go now. The only thing is that they should not go to the- 
frontier areas. That too is not exactly a legal obligation but an obligation to. 
a friendly Government. 


tThis question -was put in the second round. 
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Sliri 1>. P. Eaxmarkar: Do I understand that the Government of India are 
prepared to grant them passport facilities if they desire to go outside this 
ooi^try ? 

Hie Honourable Pandit Jawahftrlal Nehru: Yes, Sir; if they desire to go 
cut of India they can certainly do. so. 

ICr. Hanu Subedar: Sir, May I ask my questions nowf in the regular round 1 

Mr. President: There is no question of a regular round The Honourable 
Member was absent when his questions were called With regard to Mr. 
JaflPer’s questions they came in the second round because of the authority given 
‘o Mr Ishaq Seth. 

Hajl Abdua Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: Sir, the previous practice has been that 
nice you exhaust the list those Members who were absent when they were first 
culled are allowed to put their questions, provided it is within the question hour. 

Mr. President: I take it from the Honourable Member that that has been 
the practice. But I should like to consider this matter. There is plenty of 
time yet for the question hour to be exhausted and the Honourable Member 
may put his questions, but I should not like this to be treated as a precedent. 

Petrolextm Advisee to the Govbenmkkt of India 
^1048. ’Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Department of 
Works, Mines and Power be pleased to state who is the Petroleum Adviser to the 
Government of India? 

(b) What is his emolument and is he still connected with any company, and 
if so, with which company? 

Mr. B. K. dokhale; (a) Mr D D H Thomas, Delhi Branch Manager of 
Messrs Burmah- Shell Oil Storage and Distiihuting Company (India) Ijimited, 
is the Petroleum Adviser to the Government of India 

(b) He acts in an honorary capaoitv but receives (i) a moiithiv office allow- 
ance of Rb 35 only, (n) While on tour on Government work, traveling allowance 
as admissible to a first grade Government aervant under the Government of 
India and a daily allowance of Bs 25 only 

As stated above, Mr DDK Thomas is eonuected with Hurm ili-Sliell 
ana is in their employment " 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Is he making penodical reports or is he giving conver- 
sational advice to Government? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; Both oral and written advice, from time, to time, ns 
occasion might demand 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honourable Member tell this Hoube the nature 
of the adviee, the n.iture of the topics with which fie deals, and the neeessit.y 
for continuing the arrangement which was purely war time 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; This arrangement was made a.s'a wartime measure 
when the advice ot the Petroleum Adviser was frequently sought on technical 
points regarding the supply of oil, particularly to the Armed Forces In respect 
of coi.imercial aspects of the problem, it was found useful by the Government 
to consult the Adviser rather than individual oil companies The Transport 
Department also consult this gentleman m respect of petrol rationing, and the 
piiief Inspector of Explosives in respect of the operation of the Petroleum Act 
and Rules Although his functions have been considerably reduced since the 
tenmnation of the vvar, he is still rendering very useful service in such matters 
as negotiations over the sale of surplus Government oil equipment between the 
Director General of Disposals and the Oil Companies For the purpose of 


t These questions and answers have, however, been printed serially in these Debates, 
*ThiB question was put in the second round. 
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:apee(lmg up disposals, i1) is convenient to work through the Adviser who co- 
<wdinatfcs offers made by individual oothpanies. As regards the procurement 
of petrol and petroleum products, we have not yet gone back to peace conditions 
since 90 per cent, of our requirements are still provided by His Majesty’s 
•Oovemment and supplied through the Lawson Committee .whose representative 
in Delhi is our Petroleum Adviser Thef present sanofion to ttle post is up to 
the end of February 1947 and the question whether the tenure should be ex- 
tended for a further period is now under consideration 

Ifir. Sasanka Bekhar Sanyal: Why is it not possible for the Government to 
get the services of one who is not connected with any company 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: The dif&culty is to find a man who is not connected 
with companies and jyet is in a position to give expert advice on oil and 
petroleum 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Is it not possible that this particular company 
by virtue of the fact that their officer is also Adviser to the Government of ind a 
gets special advantages from the Government’ 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: No, Sir In actaul practice all the oil coinpaines are 
w'crking together jointly through the Lawson Committee, and it is the Ijawsoii 
Committee which really advises Government through this Adviser 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Do 1 understand that the Covernmeiit of 
India have no such secrets as should not be divulged to the oil companies'* 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Pefroleum only came to iny dejaartment about a iiiontii 
■ago, and I have not yet discovered whether there are any secrets which should 
not be divulged, to oil companies 

Mr. Mann Subedar: Have the tlovemmont examined the (juestiou that wlie.i 
an official of the oil company is their Ailviser particuhirlv with regard to dis- 
posals m which his owfi company may b(‘ interested m purchasing whether the 
jiosition will be altogether suitable’’ Have Government examined this question, 
and if not will they consider all aspects of the question now that we are m 
peace t'me * 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: I will bring my TIonoiirable friend’s question to the 
notice of the Industries and Supplies Deiiaitirunt. because they arc dealing 
with disposals 

Prof. N. O. Ranga; Who aie the members of this Lawson Comnultoe of 
which this gentleman is the Secretary? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: All the oil companies m India have a representatives 
on the Lawson Committee 

Prof. N. Q. Ranga: Have the Government of India also an\ u'piosentetwes 
on it, and if so is any one of them an Indian’ ^ 

BCr. B. K. Ookhale: There is no representative of the Government of India 
on the Lawson Committee It is entirely a non-official body composed of 
representatives of all the oil companies in Ijndia 

Prof. N. O, Ranga: Am I right in understanding that this committee is a 
European combine, and there is no Indian at all on it’ 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: I could not say if there is an Indian on it, but they are 
representatives of oil companies in India Presumably the.i are all Euroiieans; 
but I am not prepared to say definitely if there is any Indian 

Dr. Zia XTddin Ahmad: Is the Honourable Memlier aware of the fact that 
Advisers in all departments belong to the trade and that it is not only the case 
■with Petroleum? An adviser should be a person vvbo Knows his subject 

Mr. B. K. CMthala: I am not aware whether advisers in other departments 
«re connected with trade, or not. 
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Expansion or Mbboak^b Shipping or India 

'f'1049. *Oaptaiii Syed Abid Eusaain: Will the Honourable the Commeroo 
Member please state; 

(a) whether it' is a fact that the Government of India propose adopting m 
policy of rapid expansion in the Mercantile Shipping of India; 

(b) if so, whether Government are considering the question of giving greater 
facilities and expanding the scope of institutions for training officers to meet 
the increasing demands of the Indian. Mercantile Marines: and 

(c) if so, whether Government propose to set up a separate mstitution like 
the IMMTS “Dufferin” in Karachi or Calcutta; if not, why not? 

The Hononrable Mr. I. I, Ohundrigar: (a) and (b). Yes. 

(c) Government of India are, shortly appointing a Committee to go into the 
question of expansion of training facilities W cadets for the Mercantile Marine 
m India. Government would keep this suggestion in mind when considering iiie 
report of that Committee. 

Communal Proportion in Selecting Cadets for /. M. M T. 8. Dufferin. 

flOSO. «Gaptain Syed AUd Hussain: Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member please state 

(a) the total number of Cadets that have passed out of fM.M.T.S. 
“Dufferin” since its inception giving the number from each community separate- 
ly; and 

(b) whether the Government of India propose to fix a communal proportion 
in selecting Cadets in future, if not, why not? 

The Honourable Ur. 1. 1. Ohundrigar: (a) The information asked for, up to 
the end of 1946, is as follows- Hindus 326, Christians 229, Muslims 66, Parseea 
45, Sikhs 84, Budhista 17, Jews 8. 

(b) Government have the matter under consideration 

Muslims as Trade Commissioners 

f-lOSl. *0aptaln Syed Abid Huseain: (a) Wi’l the Honourable the Commerce- 
Member please state the total number of Trade Commissioners ever appointrd 
by the Government of India’ 

(b) Out of these, how many Muslims have ever been appointed? 

(c) How many Muslims are holding appointments at the moment, and h* 
what countries? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: (a) Twenty 

(b) Four 

(c) Two, one in Egypt and the other in Iran. 

Forward Delivery Transactions in Cotton and Kappas 

2052. *Pandlt Mukut Biharl Lai Bhargava: Will the Honourable the Com- 
nierce Member be pleased to state 

(a) whether the Commerce Department Notification No P. and S C. 86/48. 
dated the 19th May, 1943, prohibiting the forward delivery transactions in 
cotton and kappas, is in force still, or whether it has been modified or cancelled; 

(b) the places in British India where the forward delivery transactions in 
cotton and kappas are going on at present: 

(c) the places in British India where no such restrictions exist and the 
reasons for not enforcing the restrictions in such places; and 

-fAns-vrer to this queation laid on the table, the questioner being absent 
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(d) in what other commodities speculative transactions are allowed in British 
Tiidia and for what reasons? 

The Honourafale Xr. 1. Z. Ohundrigaf : This question conoerns the Depart- 
ment of Industries and Supplies It has accordingly been transferred to them, 
and will be answered by the Honourable Member in charge of that Department. 

Mr. Sasaoka Sekhar Sanyal: Will the Honourable Member consider 
desirability of forwarding these questions to the proper Department at an earlier 
stage and thus save the time of the House? 

Mr. Zhresident: This has been explained more than once. 

Labour Welfare Officers ih Ordnance Establishments 

1063. *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Honourable the Labour Mem- 
ber please state; 

(a) whether Government are aware that the Labour Welfare Officers m 
Ordnance establishments do not work for the promotion of Labour Welfare being , 
responsible to the Officers-in-eharge of those establishments; and 

(b) whether Government propose to consider the advisability of posting 
trained officers, responsible directly to the Labour Department, to look after, 
the ‘Labour Welfare’ in the ordnance establishments? 

The Honourable Shri Jag]iTan Sam: (a) The question should have been 
addressed to Defence Department I have, however, made enquiries and under- 
stand that no complaints of the kind have been received by them 

(b) The possibility of- establishing a central pool of trained Labour Officers 
under the Labour Department whose services will be made available for employ- 
ment as such m Central Government undertakings is under consideration 

Senior Indian Officers in the Miutia and Scout Battalions in jpi N W K' 
Province 

tl054. *Sardar Mangal Singh: Will the Ilonoimiblo Areniher for Extern il' 
Affairs please state ■ 

(a) the number of senior Indian Officers above the rank of Captain who are 
posted in the MUitia and Scout battalions and similar other corps in the North 
West Frontier Province and Baluchistan, 

(b) whether it is a fact that all the senior Indian Officers who were second- 
in-commajid and were fit to take over command of their battalions have been 
transferred elsewhere; and 

(c) when it would be possible for Indian Officers to take over the command 
of their battalions? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru; (a) None at present 

(b) Only one Indian Officer who was second in command and fit to take over 
command was reverted to the Army having completed more than the normal 
tenure of secondment to Frontier Corps. 

(c) Two Indian Officers of the rank of Major, including the on’e referred to in 
reply to part (b) .ibove with previous experience of Frontier Corps would normal- 
ly be considered to be senior enough to take over command when vacancies 
occur in approximately one year’s time provided they could be made available 
bv the Armv But the whole question of finding suitable Tndvm Officers for the 
army as well as the Frontier Corps has to be considered now in the new context 
that has arisen It is at present- under examination in consultations with the 
army authorities. , 


f AoBwer to this qaestioa laid on the table, the questioner being absent 
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UXFILTEBBD WaTBB SUPPLY IN ‘A’ TyPB QUARTERS IN TiBBlA COLLEGE 

Compound, Karol Bags, Ublhi. 

1055. *HaJee Ohowdhuiy Mohammad Ismail Khan: (a) Will the Seoretarj 
■of the Works, Mines and Power Department please state wheiher Govemmenjli 
■are aware that there is a Park in close proximity to the Tibbia College Com- 
, pound, Karol Bagh, Delhi? 

(b) Are Government aware that the Park area referred to in part (a) above 
is served by the unliltered water supply system? 

(c) Are Government aware that “A” type quarters located in the Tibbia 
College Compound, Karol Bagh, Delhi, are not served by the unfiltered water 
supply system? 

(d) Are Government aware that the areas of “A” type quarters located in 
the Tihhia College Compound, Karol Bagh, Delhi, and that of the Park are 
separated only by a small road’ 

(e) In view of the fact that the Park area is m close proximity to the “A” 
type quarters located in the Tibbia College Compound, Karol Bagh, Delhi, do 
‘Government propose to extend the unfiltered water supply system from the Park 
area to that of the 'A” type quarters in the Tibbia College Compound for 
growing vegetables'^ If not, why not? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; (a) to (d). Yes. 

(e) It IS not possible to extend the unfiltered water supply system to these 
quartern at present owing to shoitage of supply of unfiltered water and the 
expenditure involved 

Miss Maniben Kara; In view of the fact that there is only a very small road 
which separates the quarter^, will the llonnurahle Member consider the desir- 
ability of ineurniig that expenditine for the convenience of the employees of the 
Government o( India ? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale; The Government ol India have every sympathy with the 
employees and would be oidv too pleased to pioxide aiiieiiitics for them The 
diiticulty here is not mereh the question ot expendituio but the fact that the 
land on winch these ((uarters stand does not belong to Government. It is a 
requisitioned jnopeity and may have to be returned at any moment The 
quarters are not peimanent, thev ate scmi-permaneiit And apart from the 
question ot expenditure and >11 1hes'> dithiuHies ,>hiih ! h.iv' ment'oned. there 
IS gloat sliortage ot unfiltered water-supply m Delhi during summer and Govern- 
ment do not considei it possible to extend the unfiltered water-supply anywhere 
at present 

Miss Maniben Kara: Is the Ilonouiablo Member aware that there are five 
blocks in that aiea .iiul each member of the block has to jJav a flat rate of Bs 4 
for the w’.iter winch lie does not consume? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: I do not know what is the rate tor the filtered water- 
snpply which is .si present available; but I presume it is the usual rate which 
IS cluugcd by the Municipality for Delhi water-supply 

Miss Maniben Kara: Since there is a flat rate of Its. 4 charged to the 
tenants, mav I nnjinre if these tenants will be allowed to use the water for their 
necessary inir))oses’ The tenants are not consuming water worth Bs 4 Can 
they use it for necessary purposes? 

Mr. B. K. Ckikhale; If they are paying for the water, I presume they are 
allowed to use it for their legitimate purposes But every summer the Chief 
’■Commissioner issues » notification according to which filtered jvater-supply can- 
mot be used for gardening or such other purposes. 
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Lala Dedibandhu Oupta; In view of the fact that Karol Bagh area is fast 
developing on the lines of New Delhi, will Government State whether there is 
any scheme under consideration to improve the unfiltered water-supply of that 
area? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: Yes, Sir; there is a scheme under consideration to in- 
crease the unfiltered' water-supply ; but there, again, we are up against, vanous 
difficulties. The Government of the United Provinces have complained about 
the amount of water which we are taking out of the Jumna and the matter is 
under negotiation. 

Provision of Coubtyaeds and Hedge Fencing in ‘A’ Type Quarters in Tibbia 
College Compound, Karol Bagh, Delhi 
1056. *Ealee Ohowdhuiy Mohammad IsmaU Khan: (a) Will the Secretary 
of the Works, Mines and Power Department please state whether Government 
are aware that there is ample open ground between the blocks of "A” type 
quarters located in the Tibbia College Compound, Karol Bagh, Delhi? 

(b) Are Government aware that 'A' type quarters located m the Tibbia 
College Compound, Karol Bagh, have no courtyards for sleeping purposes during 
the hot months of the year? 

(o) Are Government aware that in the absence of any courtyard, the tenants, 
with the female members of their famihes, have during the summer season to 
sleep in the open grcmnd in front of their quarters where there is no privacy ? 

(d) If so, do Government propose to allot a portion of open ground to each 
quarter and allow the tenants to provide hedge-fencing in front of their quarters 
at their own cost? If not, why not? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; (a) and (b) Yes. 

(c) It is understood that the occupants of the first floor sleep on the terraces 
while the occupants of the ground floor sleep in front of their quarters. 

(d) Hedge-fencing is not possible as there is no unfiltered water supply for 
these quarters. 

Miss Maniben Kara: The Honourable Member in his reply has admitted 
that the women folk in the house htn-e to sleep in the night in the open Will 
he consider the desirability of erecting a small wall in order to maintain the 
privacy of the family? 

Mr. B K. Ookhale: The matter will be considered, bub it is difldoult to 
ensure privacy by a small wall ivhen these quarters are double storeyed and the 
first floor will necessarily overlook the ground floor. 

Miss Maniben Kara: Does not the Honourable Member think that by having 
even some protection on the front of the road the family could be assured of 
some privacy from the public outside? 

Mr. President: This would be a matter of argument. 

Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddlar; Will Government consider the desirability of 
putting temporary screens in order to have some privacy for the houses? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; I am perfectly willing to have the matter examined. 
‘But it does not merely affect these quarters but affects all such quarters in 
Delhi, and the incumng extra expenifiture on semi-permanent structures which 
may cease to be under our control within a short time, deserve very serious 
consideration. 

Exfort of Groundnut On, and Kernel. 

1067. *Babu Bam Narayan Singh: (a) Will the Honourable the Commerce 
Member be pleased to state whether it is a flfct that Gfovemment have decided to 
export groimdhut oil and ^oundnut kernel and if so, (i) in what quantity, (ii) for 
what consideration, and (iii) to which countries? 
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(b) Are Government aware that in this country groundnut is also used as food 
and if so, what are the circumstances which lead or force Government to export 

' it when tte country itself is in need of it? 

(c) What is the purchasing price of groundnut in this country and what is 
its selling price in the countries to which it is exported ’ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar; (a) Yes. 

(i) For the season beginning from November 1946 an export quota of 110,000 
tons groundnut kernel and 76,000 tons oil has been fixed 

(ii) These quantities are surplus to the requirements of the country 

(ill) The question of allotment of quotas to various countries is under con- 
sideration 111 consultation with the International Emergency Food Council. It 
is, therefore, not possible to state to which countries quotas will be allotted. 

(b) Yes The reason for allowing export has already been given in the reply 
to part (a) (ii) 

(c) In view of the recent decision of the Government removing internal 
eontrol on oilseeds, it is not possible to suv at uhat prices groundnut will be 
available, when exports actually take place, nor can the prevailing prices in the 
importing countries then be definitely foretold 

Babu Ram Narayan Singh: How do Government know that groundnuts are 
not necessary for food in the country? On what basis have the Goverment come 
to this decision? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: The Government have taken into 
consideration the quantities used m the country during the last several years, 
and on that basis they have made an estim.ite of tlie requirements of oil in the 
country I may inform Honourable Members of the House, that this estimate 
is made after taking into consideration the larger quantity now required in view 
of the rise in the standard of living and we have provided for an increased con- 
sumption in the country accordingly in our estimates 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: What is the difference in price per ton between the 
internal price m India arid the price in the country of destination? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: These prices vary from country to 
country and from day to day and unless we know the countries, to which the 
surplus gioundnut-seed and oil from this country will be exported, after alloca- 
tion by the International Emergency Food Council, it will be difficult to give a 
comparison in prices 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: Assuming they will be exported to a country where 
the prices are maximum, in order to get maximum profit, what is the maximum 
price decided for the country? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: So far as oil is concerned, today it is 
.the seller’s market A report reached Government that the Argentine had sold 
groundnut oil to U K at nearly 400 per cent, of price prevailing in India. Much 
depends upon the requirements of the country and also the pos.iioiv of fh" conn 
try which purch.sses d It is not thrrcfoip, pos‘-ib1c to '-.iv viph .inv nicunic' 

'A hat will he the prices which eim be realised in a p.iTiicular counirr 

Dr. Zia Uddin Aiunad: In view of the fact that profit is nearly 400 per cent!, 
why should not Government send all these things direct so that the taxpayer 
might be benefitted ? 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrigar: The profit is not likely to be 400 per 
cent in all cases That is the price dictated by the Argentine in the particular 
case As I mentioned yesterday during the debate on the Import and Export 
Control Bill, Government have decided to introduce a system of tenders so that 
- Government can get a share of the higher external price according to the market 
■’Tate prevailing in the country where the oil is to be exported. 
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(Cr. Ibau Snbedar: In view of the fact i>hat groundnuts and groundnut oil 
are noi used by the foreign powers for food only but for various oommeroial pur- 
poses, wilt Government examine whether this particular item cannot be freed 
from the control of the International Emergency Food Council and whether 
Government will examine the position whether m intwchange for groundnuts 
«uid oil which are so much coveted in the world, they caimot get capital goods, 
like machinery, steel, cloth and paper which we are so much in need of? 

The Honourable Mr. I. Z. Ohundrigar: It would be difficult to contend that 
oil is not an article of food, though it is used no doubt for other purposes also. 
The International Emergency Food Council is at present controlling oils. The 
Government will examine the question whether a representation can be made to 
the International Emergency Food Council to take out oil out of the purview of 
the bliocations by the International Emergency Food Council. 

Sri V. 0. Vellingiil Oounder: What are the countries to which groundnuts 
are being sent at present? ^ 

The Honourable Mr, I. I. Ohundrigar: The names of countries will be deter- 
mined by the International Emergency Food Council An announcement is 
expected shortly. 

Sri V. 0. Velllnglri Oounder: Will the Honourable Member get the infor- 
mation from the International Emergency Food Council and communicate the 
same to this House 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: We will get the information as we 
will not be able to export without our getting the information We are expect- 
ing the information in a few days time 

Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Oounder: Can’t he state the countries now? 

The Honourable Mr. I. Z. Ohundrigar: I am not in a position to state them 
now, as the International Emergency Food Council has not yet determined the 
countries to which the export from India should take place. As soon as it ia 
determined, the names of the countries will be announced. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Have not Government suggested the names to 
the International Emergency Food Council? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: We have made certain suggestions. 
We have suggested countries which were our buyers during the past few yean. 

Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Oounder: Then without knowing the demand from the 
several countries, how is it that quantities have been fixed for export by Govern- 
ment? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: The quantities for export have been 
fixed by Government after taking into consideration what is likely to be the 
surplus in this country. There is an insatiable demand from numerous countries 
and the question will be to whom among the several competing countries to allo- 
cate the little quantity which is available. 

Babu Earn Narayan Singh: Was any excess discovered after full one year’s 
consumption of groundnuts in this country? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: It is difficult to collect statistics as to 
how much oil is left with either the consumers or the dealers after one year's 
consumption but we have reported our estimated supplies to the International 
Emergency Food Council after taking into consideration our es^ated require- 
ments. ” 

Balni Bam Narayaa Singh: How did Government come to 'the oonolusion 
that it was not necessary for food consumption in the country? 

The Honourable Mr. Z. Z. Ohundrigar: According to the statistios of «ur 
^onsumpticm in the past. 
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SELBcnoK A EbBopEAN (SiR EobRrt Hutchings) as Leader of Ind{an Delrqa- 
■ TioN TO International Wheat Conference 
. .4xt|w‘ Wlluiaal: Will the Honourable the Commerce Member please 

(a) whether it is at fact that an Indian Delegation is being sent out to London 
to participate in the International Wheat Conference; 

(b) whether it is a fact that Sir Eobert Hutchings is the Leader of the said 
Delegation , 

(c) whether, while selecting the personnel of the Delegation, the Food 
Deportment was consulted; 

(d) if the reply to part (b) above be in the affirmative, why a European was- 
chosen to lead the Delegation representing this country for work in the interna- 
tional sphere; and 

(e) wheJlier Government could not find any competent and suitable Indiaa 
to lead the Delegation? 

The Honourable Mr. I, I. Ohundrigar: (a) The Indian Delegation to the 
International Wheat Conference which opened on the 18th March is already in 
London. 

(b) and (c) Yes 

(d) and. (o) As the proposals to be discussed at the Conference would have 
to be examined m the context of our requirements of food from abroad, it waa 
essential that some one with intimate knowledge of the country’s food position 
and having experience of importing foodgrains under existing conditions should 
lead the Indian Delegation. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai; May I know whether the Honourable Member con- 
sidered any Indian for this purpose, and if so what are the names of those Indiana 
who were considered 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundiigar: No Indian with suitable knowledge 
ami experience was found available 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Is he aware of the fact that at the Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation of the UNO Dr. Katju led the delegation and Sir S. V. 
Eamamurti was the other delegate’ Did he consider any one of those two 
names ? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrlgar: These names were considered. They 
had not the qualifications which are necessary here. It must be understood that 
at this International Wheat Conference, commitments are likely to be made as 
to the purchases to be made in future and the extent to which India should 
commit itself to these purchases. Unless we have o person with full knowledge 
of the food position and our likely future production and likely future require- 
ments from abroad, it would be difficult to enter into any agreement which would 
be to the benefit of India 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: if at the International Food Conference Dr. Katju 
could lead the delegation and Sir S. P. Eamamurti, who was a member of the 
Famine Commission and knew all about the famine conditions in India, could be 
another member of the delegation, were they not considered fit to represent 
India at this Conference, and will he see to it that in future all Indians are sent 
as chief delegates to such international conferences? 

Tlw Honourable Mr., I, I. Ohondligar: W’henever possible, it is tho desire 
and the policy of Government to appoint wi Indian to lead tihe delegation. It 
was only m view of the peculiar conditioos referred to by me that in this case 
s non-Indian was chosen. 


( .^146 ) 
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Prol. V. O. Ranga: In view of the foot’ that all the three qualifioatione which 
the Honourable Member has mentioned are possessed by our own colleague, 
Diwan Chaman Lall, who was sent by the Government of India — ^not even this 
Government but the previous Government — to the Argentma to negotiate with 
that Government, and also by Mr B B, Sen, their own Joint Secretary in the 
Food Department, why ig it that the Government of India has chosen this parti- 
cular Englishnum — Mr iHutchings — tor this particular responsibilitv ' 

Mr. President: J think the Honourable Meiuber has not asked for any 
further information He has expressed opinion and is entering into arguments. 
What 18 the infoiiiintion which the Honourable Member wants to ask? 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Exeiwe me On a matter of pergonal explanation, I did 
not intend making an application on behalf of Diw.an Chaman Lall . 

Mr. President: That was never the iiuphcation 

Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddiar: VN hen was it discovered that Dr, Katju and 
Eamamurti hud not the necessary qunlifiealions to lead this delegation'’ 

Mr. President: He has answered that (luestion We are not arguing on the 
relative merits of people 

Mr. Sasaoka Sekhar Sanyal: May 1 know from the Honourable Member 
whether there is no Indian officer who cun take charge of the food situation in 
this country fluring the absence of Mi Hutchings? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundiigar: Well, that is for the Food Depart- 
ment to decide 

Mr, Vadilal Lallubhai: Was the Food Member asked to sp.rre the services of 
Mr Hutchings or was he consulted? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: Both. 

Biwan Ohaman Lall: Isn’t it a pure departmental matter’’ It is quite 
withir its right to choose whom it wishes. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Yes, but it tuu make mistakes also 
Mr. President: Order, order. 

ELECTION TO STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR RAILWAYS 
The Honourable Dr. John Matthal (Member for Railways and Transport): 

Sir, I beg to move 

“That this Asseinhly do pioterd to rlpct, in such 
HonouiaWe fhe Piesident, eleven members to serve o 
Railways for the year commencing 1st April, 1947.” 

Mr. President : Motion moved • 

“That tills Assembly do pioceed to elect, in such manner as may bo approved by the 
Hoiiou.hblc the Piesident, eleven membeis to serve on the Standing Li'in.inie foninml-ee for 
Railways bn the ve.ir corameneiiig 1st April, 1947” 

Mr. Leslie Gwilt (Bombay European)' Sir, I was given to understand m 
regard to this motion and others similar that the proceduie this year was going 
to 1)0 tli.it the '<taliiH quo w'lis going to be iii.iintainod on alt Standing Advisorv 
t'ominittees in order to avoid the laborious process of election Mav 1 ask 
win the'- that proposed proceduie has been .vhandoned^ 

Mr. President: I have no knowledge about this suggestion which the 
Honourable Member has referred to 

Mr. Leslie Gwilt: The suggestion was lu.ide to me bv the Government 
Whip. Possibly it, was withdrawn later Rut that w.as m\ understanding of the 
matter. 

Mr. President: Whatever that be ... 

Shrl Satya Harayan Sinha (Darbhang.a cvm S.aran Non-Muhammadan)- 
There was such a suggestion But it was later discussed among ourselves and 
■we did not agree to it. 
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Mr. PTMidBat: The question is: 

“TllAt thii Aesembly do proceed to eleit, in »ud 
Uonounble the President, eleven memberi to serve c 
BAilways for the year commencing 1st April, 1#47.” 
The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION TO STANDING COMMITTEE EOE THE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORT 


The Honourable Dr. J<din Matthai (Member for Railways and Transport)!: 


Sir, I beg to move: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such mannet as the Honourable the President 
may direct, eight non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to advise on 
subjects with which the Department of Transport is concerned, other than those within the 
purview of the Standing Committee for Roads, for the financial year 1947-48.” 

Mr, Prasldant: The question is: 


"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such mannei as the Honoutable the President 
may direct, eight non-official membere t4) serve on the Standing Committee to adv^ on 
subjectB with which the Department of Transport is concerned, other than those within the 
purview of the Standing Committee for Roads, for the financial year 1947-48 
The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION TO STANDING COMMI'rTEE FOR ROADS 

The Honourabl* Dr. John Matthai (Member for Railways and Transport): 
Sir, I beg to move . 

“That this Assembly do pioceed to elect, iii such manner as the Honouiable the President 
may direct, eight members to seive on the Standing Committee for Roads, which will be 
constituted to advise the Governor General in Council in the administration of tho Coiitral 
Road Fund and such other questions relating to roads and road tiaffic as may bo referrerl to 
it during the financial year 1947-48 ” 

Mr. President: The question is. 

“That this Assembly do pioceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct, eight members to serve on the .Standing Committee for Roads, which will be 
constituted to advise the Governor General in Council in the administration of the Central 
Road Fund and sinh other questions relating to roads and road traffic as may be referred to 
it during the financial year 1947.48.” 

The motion was adopted 


Mr. President: I have to inform Honourable Members that the following 
dates have been fixed for receiving nominations and holding elections, if neces- 
sary, in connection with the following Committees, namely 


— 

Date for nomination 

Date for election 

1. standing l<'in.ini '0 Comjnittoo for 

Railways. 

21st March 1947 

24th Marcli 1947. 

2. Standing Committee for the Department 
of Transport. 

2lHt March 1947 

24th March 1947. 

3. Sbinding Committee for Roads 

2Ist March 1947 

25th March 1947. 


Tho nominations for all the three Committees will be received in the Notice 
Office upto 12 Noon on the dates mentioned for the purpose. The eleotions, 
which will be conducted in accordance with the Regulations for the holding erf 
elections by means of the single transferable vote, will be held in the Assistant 
Secretary’s room in the Council House, between the hours of 10-80 A.M. and 
1 P.M. 



BEPOBTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES ON— 


(1) BUSINESS. PBOFITS TAX BILL. 

(2) INCOME-TAX AND EXCESS PBOFITS TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL. 

(8) TAXATION ON INCOME (INVESTIGATION COMMISSION) BILL. 

The Honourable Mr. Uaquat All Khan (Finance Member); Sir, I beg to 
present the Keport of the Select Committee on the Bill to impose a special tax 
on a certain class of income. 

With regard to the second motion, I hope to present the report during the 
course of the day before the Assembly adjourns and I hope you will permit me to 
do so. 

With regard to the third motion, I move : 

“That the time appointed for the presentation of the. leport of the Select Committee on 
the Bill to provide for an inveatigation into mattera relating to taxation on income be 
further extended up to Monday, Slat March 1947.” 

The Select Committee has been workings morning and evening and they have 
succeeded in completing their report on two Bills, and I am sorry that they 
could not complete their report on the third Bill. I therefore hope that the 
House will agree to extend the time up to the Slat March. 

Mr. President: The position is this: The report of the Select Committee on 
the Bill further to amend the Indian Income-tax Acf;, 1922, and the Excess 
Profits Tax Act, 1940 will be presented by today Motion moved 

“That the time appointed for the presentation of the leport of the Select Committee on, 
tlie Bill to provide foi an investigation into matters relating to taxation on income be 
further extended up to Monday, 31st March 1947.” 

Shri Sri Piakaaa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muhammadan 
Bural); May I know when the Honourable Member expects to put into our 
hands the printed copy of the report that he has just presented to the House, 
and also whether the number of days that are necessary under the Standing 
Orders before the Bill can be taken up for consideration will be computed from 
the time that the punted report is in our hands or from the time it has been 
presented. Seven days as you know, Sir, have to elapse between the presenta- 
tion of the report and the actual starting of the discussion on a Bill. 

Mr. President: I am told that the printed copies may be available the day 
after to-morrow. The report will go to the press now and it will take some 
time. ^ 

Prof. H. G. Ranga (Guntur cum Nellore Non-Muhammadan Bural). Then 
the discussion is to commence tomorrow? 

Mr, President: I do not think so. 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat Ali Khan; The discussion on this Bill is not to 
j to-morrow. 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir (Nominated Non-Official) May I point out that the 
discussion on the Finance Bill is to take place the day after to-morrow. 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat AU Khan: I hope so, because if we dispose of 
the other business, then we will take up the Finance Bill. It is down on the 
order paper. 

Stall Sri Prakasa: Could the Honourable Member give an idea of the pro- 
gramme for the next week or fortnight so that we can make up our own plans ? 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir: My point is that if the Finance Bill is on the order 
paper that does not mean that it can come on a certain time. It is for the 
Government to decide when the Mnance Bill will come before the House. Even 
if it comes before the House on Friday, then according to the statement just 
made, the reports of the Select Committees will not be in the hands of Members 
( 2149 ) 



LlaiSLATIVK ASSKMULY 


[19th Mar. 1947 


2150 

[yir Cowabjee Jehiuigir J 
of lhi8 House when the\ start discussing the J<'iauuce Bill and the Select Com- 
mittees’ reports aie lumKimeiitally a part ot the financial proposals of (lovcrn- 
uient. 

^ Sir, how lb that pouit explained? VVe were just told that the printed report 
Will he 111 our hands day after to-niorrow We were also told that there is a 
chance oi the general discussion on the h’maiice Bill taking place day after to- 
riiori'ow It follows that we shall not have the report in our hands when the 
discussion starts How is that to be explained? 

Mr. President; Let us see what progress we are able to make with the 
huSinefab on hand V\ e shall consider the situation that may arise out of the 
difficulty pointed out bj the HonourabU* ileinher. if and when the occasion 
arises 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: The general discussion on the finance Bill should 
not start fill the Helect Coniuiittee Ifeporfc is in the hands of the Honourable 
Membeis at least for 24 hoitia I ask for your iiiliiig ou that point. 

KT/ President; fciucii u ruling al: this stage wilt be hyjiothctical For ought 
v^e know it may be lu the hands of Honouruble Members for more than 13 
hours 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir: It should be for 24 houis 

Mr. President: I am aware of that particular point of view, and I will see 
that no difficulties are placed in the way of the Honourable Member, because of 
the want of the Select Committee’s report and that sufficient lime is men to 
him to read and digest the report of the Select Committee I arm sure the Gov- 
ernment also do not de.sire to put any Honourable Member to dSffieulty on that 
point 


HuUikj re (uhni^nihilift) o) a Miuiite of Dmitent to Ihe Heport of SiTletf ComniilU’e 
on liusint'H Profitit Tnt Bill 

Mr. Shavax A. Lai (Governinent of India Nominated Official) Sir, with 
reference to the report of the Select Goininittto on the Bill to impose a special 
tax on ai certain, class of income, I gather from the Secretary of the Assembly 
that Sardar Mangal Singh has sent in a minute of dissent I submit, Sir, that 
the minute of dissent is clearly inadini.ssible, because the Standing Orders are 
explicit on the point Standing Order 41 (5) says : 

‘If imv nuMiibei of .v Select Committee deeires to record a minute of diluent on any 
point, he mu'*! sinn the lepoit stating that he does so subject to his minute of dissent, and 
must .It the .same tune hand in bis minute 

The IJo'iDinabk Membei has not signed the llepoit at till, nor h.is I’c auth- 
orised the C’h.unnnn of the Select t'oniniittcc to sign the rejiorl on lus behalf 
That being the position, T submit. Sir. th.tt the niinutc of dissent of Sardar 
Mangal Singh Ctannot go on record 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena (Lucknow Divimon Non-Muhammadan Bnral)- 
Sir, ni.iv we know what is the minute of dissent of Sardai Mangal Singh’ We 
do not know what it is but Mr Shavav Lai got the information from the Secre- 
tary of the Assemble I harve not had, the privilege of knowing it beforehand 

Diwan Chaman Lall (West Punjab Vun uMnh.Tinmad.m) Sir, may T ask 
whether it is nob the u.sual custom in this Huiiso that when .an Honourable Mem- 
ber has not had the opportunity of signing the original report, he should be a«ked 
to sign it, instead of asking the Hononr.ible Member not to present his minute 
of dissent or asking that it should not be rceorded The usual procedure is that 
if a member of the Select Committee has not signed the report of the Committee, 
it is the duty of the Department to see to it that the report is sent to him for 
signature. That has been the custom in this House since 1924 
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Ha|i Abdus Sattar Saji Ishaq Seth (Wpst Coast and Nil^ris ; Muhammadan) ; 
Sir, the usual practice as 1 know and as the rules provide is that if an Honour- 
able Member is not able to. sign for proper reasons the Select Committee’s 
Report, he authorises the Chairman of the Committee to sign it on his behalf 
It IS onlj then that his signature becomes effective. If he does not do that, he 
cannot sign it. 

Diwan Ohaman Iiall: Sir, may I draw your attention to a precedent. The 
Report of the Hoads Committee, of which I was a member, was presented to the 
House I myself was not present in the House, I was awa 3 ' in Lahore But I 
was sent the report, it may be bj the department, asking me whether I would 
be prepared to sign the report and on receipt of my telegram, it was taken as 
authentic that my signature was on the report. A similar procedure could easily 
be followed bj' the Department if the Department wants to follow it 

0r. Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southeni Division. Muhammauiau 
Rural) Wu, we discussed this quesiion rejuMtedK in Aarious select committees, 
and the conclusion we arrived at was this That no person is entitled to present 
a note of dissent iinUss he bus signed the original leport A man may Tie aBseiit, 
but even then he is at liberty to sign the report At the same time, I think it is 
courtesy for the department to ask the member whether he is willing to sign the 
report or not If he refused to sign it, he is not alloweil to submit a separate 
minute of dissent 

Mr. President: Did the II<)iiinii.il)l<- Menibir ever appro.reh Surdar Mangal 
Biiigh to sign the report 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: Sir, may I explain the position 
Surdar Maiigal Singh, uiifortuiiately wus not able lo attend any meeting of the 
Seine t Committee and 1 understand that Sardar Mangal Singh is not even 
present m Delhi Xight befoie lust the report was signed Surely if Sardar 
Mangal Singh was so much interested in this matter that he sent liis minute of 
dissent without knowing what the report was, he could have certainly authorised 
the Chainnan also to sign the report for him. 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Sir, before you give your ruling, 1 may inform yon 
that when we found that the depaitnieiit jv.is not taking any stejis to infoim 
Sardar Mang.il Singh, we sent fi special messenger with the report as well as 
the .\Iiiuite of Dissent to him and then I do not know what repU has been 
received After all it is for him to inform us what he has written I have not 
had any information 

Mr. President: 1 can only st.ite my pieseut leactioiis and even when I decide 
ivnv thing I might say that the question will still remain open, because it wiU 
r< quire a little further eoiisideratioii At jiresent I ani not eoncemed witE^the 
circumstances in wlneli the signatures came to be taken or how the Department 
acted or did not act, that is a different in.itter Now it <ippears that there have 
been in the ]>, st instances of practice which is iii variation with the Rules and 
Standing Ordits For example. Standing Cider 41 (o) savs 'If anv member of 
a Select roniiiiittee desiics to record a minute of dissent on au\ iioint, he must 
sign the lepoit ” It is not clear as to whether he must record the minute of 
dissent at the same time ns he signs the report, or he may do it at different 
times The only point is that, unless he has signed the report, he eaiinot sign 
a separate minute of dissent But then the effect of all this seems to me to he 
this . that there should not be any occasion for anybody else sending anything 
in the name of the member present or absent, so that no opportunit\ or occasion 
should be given to a member to complain that a particular thing appearing in his 
name was not sent in by him That seems to me to be the intention of these 
rules It is nobody’s case that the letters sent by Sardar Mangal Singh do not 
bear his own signature. Under what circumstances he has sent those letters is 
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[Mr. President.] 

a different matter but the letters are very clear Though I do not see any spaci- 
fip and express authority by naane m these letters, surely a member who wishes 
to have his minute of dissent recorded, really desires to sign the report as requir- 
ed by the rules and standing orders What the Honourable Member says is very 
clear. 

"I legiet I was unable to attend the meetings oi the Select Committee owing to the 
tiouole in the Punjab. I have lead both the report of the Committee and the Minute of 
Dissent ’ 

That, 1<) my mind, is an important statement. He continues: 

"and I agree with the viewa expiossed by my colleagues in the dissenting minute." 

The Honourable Member has seen the report of the Select Committee and if the 
rules require lhat he must sign it, it is only a technicality. In substance he is 
aware of the report. If he had merely stated about the iiiiniito of dissent, I 
would have found myself probably in difficulty as to whether he was aware of 
till, report of the Select Committee Here he distinctly says “I have read both 
the report, of the ('ornmittce .ind the Mnnitt' ot Dissent”— This is conclusive 
evidence ot the fact that he was conveisant with the report of the Select Com- 
mittee There is no particular charm in a signature , what is wanted is to fix him 
with the knowledge of the report of the Select Committee. On that, the evi- 
dence IS quite clear. If we take it therefore that the report is signed by him, 
it would be a pioper interpretation of the rules m the spirit in which they are 
made, whatever the technicalities may be I do not think that we should stick 
to these technicalities They are after all intended to observe some general 
pimeiples The moment the principles are observed we need not go any further 
than that In the second letter he says ‘I am herewith sending a note to be 
included in the Minute ot Dissent on the Business Profits Tax Bill ’ That is 
also signed by him Here he says of inclusion in the report of the Select Com- 
mittee Therefore, \vheu the Secretary asked me about this I asked him to 
include the signature because Sardar Mangal Singh's letter is very clear 
on that point and I would tr^at it not as signature in substance. He 
hud knowledge ol the lieport and sninehodv had to include his name 
as signatoiv The signature is also unthoiised according to pte\ious rulings 
A member rnuv .is well authorise the Seeretarv to sign it Therefore, to niy 
mind, tins Itepoit will be a proper one to go m 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur nun Orissa Muham- 
madan) . May 1 know if it is the ruling of the Chair that n member if he is 
absent in the Select Committee and had not been able to attend even one_meet 
ing of the Select Committee can put in his remarks on the Proceeding "of^ the 
Select Committee only on having read the Keport, which has been given un- 
oflScially bv a colleague of his? 

Mr. President; I am not concerned how the Honourable Member came to 
know about the Jleport. If the rules do not prohibit, there can be no objection 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Are not the proceedings secret, Sir? 

Mr. President: They are not secret in that sense. They should not be 
published before the Report is presented to this House It is a different thing. 
But I do not see any reason why a member who is unable to be present at any 
of the meetings of the Select Committee should not be able or should be pre- 
vented from expressing his view He can read what his colleagues have stated, 
agree with them and sign There is no provision in the rules disqualify mg 
a member of the Select Committee if he is not present at anv of the meetings, 
from expressing his view or signing In fact there are many previous prece- 
dents. Diwun Chaman Lall had signed like that though ho was absent. My 
attention is also invited by the Office to a specific instance in March 1939. Mr. 
Asaf Ali was a member of the Select Committee on the Registration of Foreigners 
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BiU. Although he did not attend any meeting of the Select Con^ittee he was 
teen to sign the Beport. What is wanted is the views of the particular membw, 
whether he came to conclusions of his own by his presence at the meetings of the 
Select Committee and viva voce discussion with the members or bj htiMiig 
communication with the members. It makes no difference so long as his concur- 
rence is there. As I stated at the beginning, so long as the signature is not 
•disputed the question becomes one of form and not of substance. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Cannot the Honourable Member explain to us the reasons 
for this inordinate delay, and if there is any trouble in the Select Committee why 
•cannot he withdraw the Bill and be done with it’ 

Ur. President: The Hom/urable Member vrill not refer to troubles or m 
what happened m the Select Committee 

nie Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan : I have said, Sir, that the Select 
Oommittee has been meeting morning and evening 1 thought the Committee 
had done very well by givmg their Beport on two Bills And the third Bill haa 
nothing to do with the financial proposals 
Shri Sri Prakasa; Sir, it is the worst of all 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member will have an opportunity to say 
about that when the Bill comes to the House In any case, the consideration of 
the other two Bills is not dependent on the report of this Committee. That is 
the point. I put the motion to the House then 
The question is 

“That the time appointed toi the preaentation of the lepoit of the Select Committee on 
the Util to proiuie foi an uixeitij^ation into matter'* relating to ta’cation on income he 
further extended up to Monday. Slet March 1947 ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

UNITED NATIONS (SECURITY COUNCIL) BILL 
The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (Member for E.xtemal Affairs anil 
Commonwealth Relations) Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to 
•enable effect to be given to certain provisions of tlie Charter of the United 
Nations. 

Mr. President : The question is : 

"That leave be granted to intioilut 
of the Charter of the United Nation* 

The motion was adopted 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I beg to introduce the Bill. 

UNITED NATIONS (PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES) BILL 
The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru (Member of External Affairs and 
Commonwealth Relations) I beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill to give 
effect to the Convention on the Pnvileges and Irnmunities of the United 
Nations 

Mr, President: The question is. 

“That leave be grunted to introduce ,i Hill to gi\e effoil to tiu CoiiMiition on the Pnvi 
lege*, and Immunities of the United Nation*.” 

The motion was adopted. 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: T beg to introduce the Bill. 

IMPORTS AND EXPORTS (CONTROL) BILL— confd. 

Mr. President: The House will now proceed with the further consideration 
•of the Bill to continue for a limited period powers to prohibit or control importe 
and exports, as reported by the Select Committee 
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Mr. M. A. r. Birtzel (Bengal European) Mr. Prebident, Sir, v\heu the 
House adjourned T,eBterdaj I was spcakmg lu suppoit of the amendment to 
sub-clause (1) of Clause 3 of the Bill moved bj Mr. Lawson. 1 would like to 
explain to the House what the proposal was The ameiidineiit moved by Mr. 
Lawson recommends to the consideration of the House the following proviso to 
sub-clanse (1) of Clause 3 of the Bill 

■J'rovKied lhal the operation of a lestiution on iinporls sliall be liinited to a period 
of nx months wheie suiU icsUittion is made ioi no othei puipose than the piotection Ot 
indigenous industry ” 

Sir, certain speeches were made yesterday in which it was suggested that 
m moving this aiiieiidment we were actuated by certain se’fish motives. 1 
would like 111 repudiating that hiiggestion to tpiote Iroiii the actiiiil record ot 
the renii.iks made hv the Honourable Mo%ei when he was moving fiis amend- 
ment He said in particular 

"I acknowledge the Comineice Meiiilier’s right to piotect the industry of the country 
and if it is neL('S.Miiv he ni,i\ indeed have to piodiue s lenipoiary piohilntion to piotect the 
industry , T acknowledge his tight to do ih.it ” 

The Honoufiiblc Member who is now just leaving the House then proceeded 
to attmk us in \itiiohc terms, ■'ayiitg that wc were adopting a selfish attitude 
I think Honourable Members of the House will agree that that charge cannot 
possibly be sustained 

Mr Lawson also s.iid that the torrect method of pioleiting iiiiTigenous mdus- 
try IS bv taiitt eiiqiim — ,i jioint wlndi wc h.tvc \eiy lie<|iicntly made horn this 
side ol the House Mr Lawson .iskcd tlie Cuinuierce Member to reply to a 
specific question on this particul.ir point iianielv, “Does lie or does lie not 
agree that the' proper protection of indigenous industry is b\ duty tariff'^ 
Well Sir, I do not think th.it the ehaiges which Mr. .Mami Subedar made 
against us can possibly be sustained e.itliei bv our leeoid iii general or by the 
particular lecord on this particular occasion Then Sir Cawasjee Jehangir ilso 
mldi'essed the TIoiise .md, .is I pointed out he really snpjiorted our case in that 
he said and nigued that there was no jiossihilitx ol tlu'se powers being used for 
protective jiiirposes 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir (Xoiinn.ited N'on-ottieial) f did not say that WTiat 
I said W!is that it was not the usual piactiee that these jioweis should be used 
lor that jiurpose hut in the special ciieumstanees of the post-war years these 
powers might he used m the interests of the country in e\ieptional cases 

Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel: I .leiept that I would point out that the ameiid- 

mcMit that we me commending to Ihe consideiation of the House fully covers 
any ex< eptional cases I think ifc is most unfortunate that the Mover of this 
amendment should lime been m i si e presen ted in the mannei in which he has 
been imsrepicsentcal Mr Suliedm also went on to .itt.adv us on the subject of 
ceilaiii leniaiks whiili I made in the House when we weie debating the Cut- 
Motion on tlie P .111(1 T Depiiitinenl He accused me of liaxing c-xpressed ihe 
opinion that it will not he wise loi this country to undertake tlie maiuifacture of 
certain equipment and lie said that he had noted my reinaiks veij carefully. 
Mv remarks are indeed noted more earefnllv in the toioids of the House and 
the i-ecords of the House sav this 

“We oui seises Mippoit the xiew e\pjes«e(I in the p(l^t-waI plan Ih.st il woiihi not he an 

ironmnu piopoMtmn to tiv to manufactuie equipment in this eountiv foi the automatic tele- 

phone s stem ” 

1 followed up that statement by recommending to the P and T 
Dejiaitmtiet tint they should eoiisider iininufactiiring in this country 
air conditioning plant, which unlike iiiitoniatie telephone equipment, could 
rely on an extensue mternnl market Xfr Subedar, in supporting his plea 
for the manufacture of automatic telephone equipment in this country, sup- 
ported it on the srronittl that it was necessary for strategic reasons. T ira* 
arguing in this particular case on economic grounds purely and we on this 
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side of the House shall be perfectly prepared to accept the strategic 
argument if Mr. Subedar is prepared to apply it with equal force in 
the case of strategic railways and roads, lu the case of the Defence Budget and 
ir the case of the general moral support which he gives — or ought to give — to 
the Defence Services If he is prepared to be logical in this matter, then we 
wouM Uilly support the argument that this equipment must be manufactured 
for strategic reasons 

TInfortunately mv friend has chosen lo absent himself from the House now 
and he does not wisli to answer the c barges made against him My friend is- 
the first to cry out on precisely the economic grounds which I am urging, when 
it comes to a question of strategic railways, strategic roads, the Defence Budget 
and moral support to the Defence Forces. 

Well, Sir, as a matter of fact m the case of the B and T. Department I' 
did have a motive in supporting the \iew8 of Government on this question. What 
f wanted to emphasize was that the particular equipment m question is of such 
a highly technical and complicated nature, that it would require an enormous 
amount ot continuous and intensive lescarch to mamifactiire il satisfactonly 
in this country, if it is to keep abreast of the tunes, .ind 1 fe't. and wc on this 
side of the House felt th.it it was highly uiidesiiable to impose on us in the 
future .-,1 eququneiit which was not of the liigbest '.taiidard and tliat that will 
react on the general utility of the seiwuces winch the P and T Department wore 
able to render to the country as a whole. I submit that in this matter the con- 
sumers’ interest is also a matter of the iilinoKt iniportaiice 

To Lome to the pavtic ul.ii issue of this iiiiendiiient. I would like to make a 
lew' general observations f submit that our case for this amendment is both 
a rational case and also .i case which is definitely in the interest of this country 
and 1 wish to suiipoit that by certain jiarticiil.ir arguments Mr. Subedar tried 
to impress on the House the dangers of particular fv|)cs of goods being dumped 
'»ito this coimtiv to the disadvantage ot local industry You can take particular 
aaiuifactiiied products, comjiletc articles and sav th.it they can be dumped. 
Our amendment tully coveis that. You h.ive u peiiod of six months. What I' 
would like to draw the attention of the House to is this These powers are not 
only to he exercised to eontiol the completed product They will also control 
biioh items as spare parts replacements and, m particular, tools T want to 
deal with that particiilarh, because it is a very good case to hrhig to the notice 
of the House I should think it is imlikelv that many members of this House 
have tiled to Inn tools in Delhi but T personally have had occasion to do so. I 
have tried to get in the baz.irs things like spanners T’hey look all light, but 
when you i ome to use them you find they are m.ide of margarine .ind are iisele.5s. 
What IS the leason foi that, Sir’ The leason for that is that high grade tool 
steel IS not at present ni.innfactured in this country Steps are, 1 know, being 
taken in that direction But to take that particular case, T would' like to ask 
the Commerce Member when he thinks that, those, steps are going to materia- 
lise in an ade(|Uate r-upply of tools in this country' Now, Sir, there is a tool 
famine m this comitrv tod.iy and the number of spanners, wrenches .md simple 
instrumeiits of that kind whieli .iie lequned to equip all the aiistiis .mtl work 
sho[ ^ 111 tlie conntiw must amount to many hundreds of thous.mds Assume 
for the sake of argument tPat these hiiiidrcdv, of tlioiisaiids of tools are obtainable 
by import today' md suppose they aii- iinp-irted The first thing that will arise 
is tint the local manufacturers will telegraph ta> the Commerce Member saying 
that fens of thousands of spanners are being iinjioited into the country and that 
he must impose restriction. The Commerce Member will say “By Jove, we 
have to be careful about this. We must impose a restriction” What is going 
to be the result of that’ The result is going to be that under the guise or under 
the claim that yon are supporting Indian production you are doing exactly the 
rererte. You are making it impossible for any man, who likes to do a job 
thoroughly, to do so, Honourab’e Members of the House may not appreciate 
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that the best ^^ol•kInan likes the best tools and if you deny him those tools, you 
are simply going to impair his capacity to carry out his job well. You are en- 
couraging slovenly work and you are going to discourage the workman who has 
a pride m his job I merely quote that as a case because 1 think it is a case and 
a very good case. I am quite sure hundreds of similar cases can be quoted. 
Now, the leasoii why we say that there should be a rational and scientific inquiry 
before a prohibition is imposed is exactly this that the Tariff Board will go into 
all these details Now, Sir, we subiiiit that the Commerce Department is not 
qualified to do that It is complete news to us and it has caused u» great 
surprise, that Mr. Manu Subedar should get up and say that they have been 
exercising their powers in a blameless manner. The experience of trade, 
commerce and industry in the country, which has been frequently ventilated 
on the floor of this House, is entirelv to the contrary? VVe have been repeatedly 
■complaining about the serious delays m issuing import and export licences 1 
need not go into that matter It is a matter of ancient history and it is still a 
cause of camplaint and further it is still a cause of complaint on the floor of 
this House Then, Sir, iu\ second charge is that theie is .v Lick of helpfulness 
Jfou send m your application for ;m import licence imd jou are merely 
mfoimed that you cannot have it because the item is manufactured locally. 
After a great deal of trouble you m.iy receive some advice as to who professes 
to manufacture it loeallv Then we are put to a great deal of further troub'e 
in ascertaining for ourselves tliat the loe.al prodia t is unsatisfactory The posi- 
tion W'juld be entirely different if there were some high grade technical advice 
which was available to industrialists or to importers ni the Connnerce Department 
as to how, in fact, tliev can fulfil their requii^^ments at a reasonable standard of 
efficiency But that is entirely lacking .ind the need w'ill not be fulfilled until 
the Indian Standards Institute has been set up and is really working and has 
acquired a tund of the requisite knowledge But that is going to be a matter of 
many years We cannot h.ive any serious and concrete results from that Ins- 
titute particularlv not as it is jiroposeil to be constituted, for a matter I should 
think, of at least ten }e.us In the mean tune, wo .ire loft to tho rough-and-ready 
methods — if tho^ can he o.dled methods,— of (he ('oinmerce Department It is 
simply a refusal to issue licences and then they leave the applicant to his own 
devices We think that that is a verv unsatisfactory position. The needs of 
the importer should be fully examined and inquired into and his needs could 
renllv he proiided for in .i scientific and satisf.ictorv in.innoi if there were a 
Tariff Board iiiquirv The Tariff Board inquiry, as the House knows, makes it 
possible for the public to represent their views and their needs to the Board 
The powers that are jiroposed to be given under this Bill do not give any such 
scope at all to the public 1 can go and say that iu\ needs are such and such, 
but I say this to an official w'ho has not the faintest technical knowledge or the 
slightest comprehension of what my rna-ds are and he will merelv say This 
■is an interested p.irtv and wh\ should 1 help hiin‘> That is a situation which 
reacts preeiseh on the pavtieul.ir intero'^ts th.it. inv Honourable friend Mr 
Manu Subedar w.ns professing to defend when he supported the Pommerce 
Member in throwing out this amendment That is to say, it reacts immediately 
on the needs of Indian mdnstrialists That is the reason why we are putting 
up this amendment before the House 

Now, the third point that I wish to commend to this TToiise is the interest 
of the eonsumers If it is proposed to take measures which are going to redound 
to thr disadvantage of Indian industry, that will be reflected both in the ineffi- 
ciency of the product and also in its high price The price of any product is 
directly related to the quality which is obtainable. If for instance, the spanners 
that I can buy in the Bazaar last me onlv for a day, then I have got to get 365 
in the year and at 2 annas each thev will cost me a great deal more than what 
T pay to biiv one of high qimlitv that can laSt me for five years Therefore 
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this measure will redound directly to the disadrantage of the oonsumer also 
It may be noted that the recent economic discussions in this House, in my 
opinion, have to a large extent missed the mam point The point is not the 
actual level of costs but the standard of living It will be obvious to every one 
in the House that a man who is earning Ils 200 a month today has a lower 
standard of Jiving if, for instance, .t IncvL-le costs him Jls 250 than he had in 
1939 when he was earning Es. 80 a month and a bicycle cost him Es. 40 only. 
That IS perfectly obvious, and, if costs are pushed up in this way, then that 
will work to the disadvantage of the consumer and will steadily depress the 
standard of living. 

Well, Sir, J do not wish to take the tune of the House 'Ui\ longei , but I 
trust I have said enough to show that our action in moving this amendment 
is not based on any selfish or anti-national designs It is purely because we 
are seeking a scientific and rational approach to this problem For this 
reason, we say in our amendment that, if an emergency arises, the Commerce 
Member can propose a prohibition for six months. That will give him the safe- 
guard he wants But, m the meantime, let there be a scientific and rational 
inquiry into the real needs of the situation with a view to finding a long term 
and real remedy, which is not a mere negative prohibition Now, Sir, may I 
ask why Honourable Members such as Mr Manu Subedat have shown such a 
zeal in opposing this rational and scientific inquiry? I’he findings of the 
Tariff Board would almost certainly result in revenue to the State and it is 
revenue which we seriously need It ha« been .argued there will be delay in 
completing the enquiries Theie is no reason why. if the enquiry continues 
for mote tlmn six months, prohibition should not be imposed for a further period 
of SIX months Why is there this opposition to a proposal which will bring in 
revenues to the State*? It would either be the prohibition which Government 
seeks in the Bill or it would be a source of revenue to the State Why then is 
there objection to this revenue-earning coiiise*' One can only suppose that 
there must be money in it somewhere for someone I certainly do not want to 
impute particular motives to any particular individual But it appears to stand 
to reason that when what, is offered is it perfectly good and scientific and long 
tefni settlement of the partieiilar point and th.it is the objeettive, while 
it would also bring revenue to the State, there must be some revenue to some 
one somehow when it 19 opposed I do not wish to press that point. But I do 
wish to repeat again what I said before If these poweis are not safeguarded 
in the manner we suggest, we consider that there is a serious danger of their 
re-acting to the disadvantage of the interests which the Honourable the Com- 
merce Member claims to protect and in loss of revenue to the State as well 
With these words, I support the amendment 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Cbundiigax (Commeiee Mmiber) Sir, some un- 
necessary heat has been introduced m the discufasion of lliis amendment and 
I think we had better concentrated on w liat is .iclualh the scope ot the amend- 
ment and how it will work m practice The Honourable Member Mr Hirtzd 
rightly pointed out that when this itiiieiidiiient was mtroduced by Mr. Lawson, 
he from the beginning acknowledged that India had the right to protect the 
industries of the country Even hi^ amendment itself reiognises that right 
to a certam extent, as he himself wants to provide that “provided that the 
operation of restnetaon on miport shall be Iiimted to a period of six months 
where such restriction is made for no other purpose tlian the protection of 
indigenous industry” Now, what 1 would .esk is this If powers under this 
Bill can be used for the purpose of protecting the indigeucois industries for 
six months, how will the position be altered m the seventh month? Why 
shou'd the period be limited to six months? The reply probabl\ may be that 
six months would give ample time for a thorough enquiry by the Tariff Board 
and thereafter action can be taken according to the recommendations of the 
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Tariff li ard To tli.rt iu.> reply is twofold Firstly, so inauy new industries 
have hprnng up in the coiinirv dining the war that we have a very large num- 
ber of apiilifatioiis for protection from vurions industries Jt is physically 
iinj)<5ssil,jc for the Tariff Board to complete an enquiry into e\eiT one of these 
appliiatio’is within a period of six inoiiths The enquiry in the ease of eertanii 
industries is bound to pi-he more than six months Seeoiidly. if the right ot 
(5ov( iiiint'ir to use fmport e<m(rol to protect industries pending enquiry hv 
thi 'I'anff Beard for six mouths is reiognused, there c.m he no serious ob]ec- 
tioii to the Tariff Board ultimately coming to the eoiiehision tJiat Import con- 
trol rna\ lie used for the )nirpose of pmU-eting a partieuliir industry which 
could not other wise he protected Assuming, that Ihe Tariff Board made a 
report recommending import control I do not see any objection to the use 
of the Import control fiir the protection of an indigenous industry These 
are tic grounds on w’hich f opjiosi fhe .imendrnent However, regarding tlu- 
princij.lc inioUed I agiee «ifli the Afoier of this amendment that import 
control should not normally he used for the piirjiose of pri/feetion, but thero 
mo\ Iv' special eases of eerf iin iiidiistnes \yhere it ni.i\ hi necessary to use 
Imjiort control for tb.it jairposi' and it would be inqiossible for Oovcmnient 
to accept an ameiidnient wbieb would limit fbi'ir right to use imjiort control 
only in eases other than those of proteetiwii 

Then there is auotlier .ysjicet of the jivohlem .uul it is this \Vhe)i (ioveni- 
niciJt pass an order restriclmg, jirolnbiting or controlling imports, Ooveni- 
mo'it would nut be expy'fted to mention the grounds on wliieli that order 's 
iriu'ie. I'l e order yyould generally he imwle after consideiiition of Hoveral 
factors t.iken together II an .uneiulnient of this nature is .iccepted, then 
{loM'imiieit would he hound to mention in every order restricting importe tlio 
grounds on which that order is jiassed That would he \ery difficult foi Go\- 
ernnieiit to do hi'caiise at a time yylieii it is jiossihle for India to make only 
litnited purchases from abroad the question yytll ho not merely the question 
of prote tiiig the indigenous industries hut also of how best to utilise the 
ixiiiiijige iiviiilHhle for making these pun liases abroad in the interests <>f the 
co'intiy as a whole It may he that Government yyill have to consider i 
situatiigi like this Article 'A is nianiifaitiired in sufficient qu.intjties in the 
country and Artnle “B ' is not Theiefon let us rather use the exchange 
ay.ul.ible for uiiportnig Artu le 'B yvliieli is not jinxim ed Iieie and <>iir exchimge 
yvill he better utilised for the jtiirpose of impoitiiig aitule ‘H', ,iiid so on 
Beveial aspects of the problem will hayi' to he considered siirmlt.iiipously and 
it IS only after tlie ciimiilatiye effeet of the various points iinolved is taken 
into . onsidexation tliat an order would he finally ptiBsed So, 1 am not in a 
jiositioii to .iieept tins .imeiidniciit both on the ground of the time limit of 
SIX iiionfi - as well .is on the gioiiiid tliat it yvonid be impossible in practice 
to i-av yyliether the order for restricting imports is passed onlv for the jnirpose 
of tlie Iiioteifioii of indigotioiis mdiistiies 7 liaye already slated tliat Gov- 
( rnniei't would he leliiet.mt to use this method of jiroteotioii if other methods 
.are found satisfactory Gne mon* factor also should be considered It has 
been hi ought to the notice of Government that in some eoiintne.s the internal 
jiriees .ue higher than their export prices, with the result that a lower export 
pi ice jil.iee.s the industry iti th.it eoimtry at an udvanhige over the indigenous 
industry Where export prices of any country are low'er than their internal 
prii'i s it bei omes a ease of dumiung, when the only sntisfactorv way of 
dealing with it would be by eontrolling the imports Therefore, Government 
will tak's all these factors into consideration before reaching their final con- 
cliisio i ATr Till 1 /el mentioned that there may be eeitam articles like high 
grade steel, tools, ,ind others where qu.dity eounts Kven though the foreign 
article mav he dearer than the inferior urtiele manufactured in the country, 
it mav be a ease for .allowing imports Now', Sir, though it is difficult to Inv 
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b, bard and faat rule on the subject. Government will fully consider this 
question, when laying down its policy especially in case of articles which are 
used by factories here,, i*nd the efficiency of factories depends on the quahty 
of tools and other things Such tools required by the factories for efficient 
woikii'c are generally allowed to he imported, if quality tools are not i%anu- 
factured in this country Therefore in each case, Government will have to 
consider various aspects of the problem and reach a decision. In view of 
these, co.iPideratioae it is not possible for me to .tccept the amendment. 

Mr. President; The question is 

“That to itub-clauae (1) ot clauie 3 of the JJill, the following Proviso be added, namely 

‘Provided “that the opeiation of a reetriction on imjiorti >hall be limited to a period 
ot «ix montha whei-e nucl' rentru-tioii la ma<le for no ollmr puipose than the protection ot 
indigenoui induatry’ ’’ 

Tile motion was negatived 

Mr. VadilRl lAllubhai (Ahmedahad Millouuers Association Indian Gom- 
nierce) Sir, on clause S I have given notice of four .imendments, but if I am 
allowed to move the aiiiendnieiit of which 1 gave notice this iiioming 1 shall 
not mote cvny of those four 

Mr. President; It has not been jiossihle to circularte to Members the amend- 
mjnt winch was sent in this morning, hut it seeing t«> be substantially the 
fcanie though in a different form The amendment runs tlius — 

“That to hub-danse (1) ct tl.in'«« 3 ot tin- Bill, the lollowing PrcAino be added, namely . 

‘Piovided that any pciion adveriely affected by any order made under sub-clauM (1) 
may appeal againat the aanie to a tribunal consiiting of three perions including 
the Chairman who shall be a High Court Judge’ ’’ 

What the Honourable Member called an independent body in the earher 
amendments, he calls here a “tribunal” There, be described the qualifica- 
tions ot persons to he appointed to that independent bod> ; here he does not 
sav anything except that the Chamiian shall be a High Court Judge. la the 
altevnativt amendment, he suggests a sort of Arbitration Board consisting of 
th.‘e,e tibirrators So practically the new' amendment covers tlic s.rane ground 
in substivnce, — i e , reference to an outside body m regard to orders passed. 
The amendment is different regarduig the consirtution of that outside Body. 
So there is no objection, he may move this amondment 

Mr. C. P. Lrwbozi (Bengal Eurojiean) Sir, may I seek your guidance on 
this point’’ There can be no objection to this amendment because, as you 
sav, it IS covered by the previous amendments But it refers to .i tnhvin.d 
which IS not in existence Is it in order for im lunendrnent to be moted 
affecting a body which does not exist’’ 

Mr. President: That will take me into the merits of the scheme, and I 

should not go into the merits of t.lie proposal I should decide only on the 

adniissibilitv The Honourable Member’s difficulty may be valid because the 
Bill deals now'here with the constitution of u tnbunal, its powers etc. 

Mr, Vadilal Iiallubhai; I .mi prepared to mixlify the .'imendment if per- 
mitted My object 18 to see if corruption can be removed or reduced If the 

Honourable Member can suggest some other method with that same purpose 
I shall be satisfied. 

Mr. President: The Hwiourable Member may insert words like these; “a 
Tnhunal to be set up In Government with such powers or jurisdiction as 
Govoniinent may deem fit to prescribe by rules, but it shall consist of throe 
members includmg the Chairman who shall be a High Court Judge’’. 

Something like this may be added so that the amendment may be self- 
contained. I do nob know the ipind of Government but if the Honourable 
Member can come to an agreement on the prinwple, the wording of this.... 
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Tbe HOBOttimbto Mr. I. Z. Otaandngar: No, Sir, it is not acceptefble. 

Mr. Praaident: Then the Honourable Member may move it as he like*. 

Mr. Vadilal IiiUubbai: Sir, 1 move: 

•‘rh*t to sub clause (1) of clause 3 of the Bill, the following Proviso he added, namely ; 

‘Provided that any person adversely affected by any order madd^under sub-clause (1) 
may appeal against the same to a Tribunal to be set up hereafter by Govt, 
consisting of three persons including the Chairman who shall be a Bign Court 
Judge’." 

My principal object is to see that corruption which i& bO rampant in the 
various departments and in the whole country may be reduced to some extent. 
If luy Honourable friends cam suggest any other method to achieve the same 
purpose I shall be quite happy Due to war conditions, as we all know, 
corruption has entered the body of the whole nation We should make efforts 
to se .3 that it is reduced as much us possible, and it we can suggest a method 
for this particular department now we can follow it up with other departments 
later on, so that corruption may be removed. The constitution of a tribunal 
as 1 suggest will itself reduce corruption by 50 per cent, because the ofScials 
will feel that there is a check over them and it would not be worth while to 
carry on as they have been doing. They will be careful in all that they do 
eitlior knowingly or unwillmgly and will' see that proper justice is done. It 
may be said that this method will be very complicated, and there will ba 
hundreds and thousands of cases going up to the Tribunal. In this connection 
I would like to say that 1 am prepared to further amend my amendment and 
say that instead of the words ‘any person' we may substitute ‘any mterest’ so 
that the Association on behalf ot their members may go to the tribunal and 
its work may be reduced to a very great extent My Honourable friend, Mr. 
Manu Subedar, suggested yesterday that there may be some kind of an 
advisory committee or a council which should go deep into all these cases 
and settle the matter I have no objection to that. My mam idea is to 
reniovi eoiruption and to do justice to the parties concerned. If justice has 
to be done, I feel it is the duty of this Government and this House to try and 
evolve a kind of machinery which would satisfy this object. I do not think 
we It this House are so bankrupt as to feel that we are helpless in the matter 
and wc cannot evolve a machinery which would satisfy the just claims of the 
peopl-^i concerned, and which would remove corruption, or at least reduce it 
to the minimum I think this House ought to be able to find out ways and 
means to achieve that object and yet simplify the method Sir, I think that 
a tribunal or some kind of ii committee, composed of people of high-standing 
in the public life of thig country, should go deep into all these complaints 
once or tw'ice a month and settle them in the light spirit and in the right 
manner And I do not think it is difficult to form such a committee, or a 
body 1 do not see why the Government should object to such a check on 
the doings of the various departments We have heard enough of the doings 
of the military side of the Department of Disposals and other departments. 
We he.sr dav in and day out 

Mr. Fresidezit: I do not think the Honourable Member need now discuss 
the general question of comiption He has already discussed that point at 
length 

Mr. VadUal LallablLal: I would therefore urge the House to accept my 
amendment or to suggest some sort of an amendment to my amendment 
which would serve the purpose. I would be prepared to accept any amend- 
ment which would satisfy the demands of the situation so that pro^r justice 
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IB done to the parties concerned, and we may be able to weed out the comip' 
tion or ir. any case reduce it to the minimum. 

Mr. FrNidBllt: Amendment moved: 

“That to sub-clause (1) of clause 3 of the Bill, the following Proviso be added, namely : 

‘Provided that any person adversely affected by any order made under sub-clause (1) 
may appeal against the same to a tribunal to be set up hereafter by Qovernmeni 
consistmg of three persons including the Chairman who shall be a High Court 
Judge’.” 

Shrl Sri PrakaBa (JSenares and Gorakhpur Divisions. Non-Muhammadan 
Kural): The Honourable the Commerce Member lu the course of his observa- 
tions in reply to what I had said while an earlier amendment was being dis- 
cussed, was pleased to state that a certain matter to which T had referred did 
not concern his department but the department of Industries and Civil Supplies^ 
I was really referring ix) a time when Industries and Commerce were under 
a common Member of Government. He also said that as regards the other 
example I gave, a Provincial Government was concerned. All that is taking 
a too legalistic view of things, and shunting me off from one Government to 
another oi from one department to another. The fact remains that certain 
unwarranted and improper monopohes have been created; and all that my 
Honourable friend, Mr' Vadilal, myself and others in the House are interes- 
ted m, is )ust this that these monopolies should be broken, that certain indi- 
viduals should not have all the trade in certain commodities in their own handfe 
under the guarantee, so to say, of the Oovrenment of India. There ought 
to be a oenain amount of free competition in order that prices may be stabi- 
lized, in order also that other persons could join the trade and in order that 
the consumers may have the best materials at the cheapest possible rate. 
That is why we want to abolish all monopolies Any attempt on the part of 
Government to have controls of this nature inevitably results in the creation 
of certain monopolies, and very often persons who know the work are shut 
out and persons who do not know the work but have for some reason or other 
won the favour of officers of Government, get into that trade both to the detri- 
nieiit of the trade and the destruction of public morals, resulting in inconve- 
nience to the public at large 

I am not at all interested in the formula that may be adopted Surely the Go- 
vernment of India with its large staff of law officers, are more competent than 
any one of us, non-official Members of this House, in the matter of the draft- 
ing of proper laws I am, Sir. therefore not interested in the formula, but I am 
interested in the principle that Mr Vadilal is propounding and which I am sup- 
porting. I feel that it is up to the Commerce Member and his advisers to find n 
set of words that would give us the definite assurance and that assurance should 
be embodied in law so that there would be no monopolies, no favourtism, and 
that the trade will be allowed to nm into proper chennels, the public will not be 
inconvenienced, and no one will be deliberately put out of a sphere of activity 
to which he is entitled and for which be, is fit That is all our purpose, and 
I do wish that the Honourable the Commerce Member in his reply will please 
give 118 some sort of an assurance so that we may feel that the wrongs of the 
past will not be repeated, that no monopolies will be created and that we should 
have all that we reijiiire, in the right and proper manner 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: The Honourable Member Mr. Vadila! 
Lallubbai has moved his amendment on the groimd that corruption exists on 
a large scale, and that his amendment will prevent it. T must say that these 
remarks about general corruption are extremely exaggerated and whatever may 
have been the position in the past I have been telHns all Members who appr- 
oached' me that if they come across any case of corruption, and report it to me, 
T am prepared to make enquiries in the matter and see that the person con- 
cerned is adequately punished. 
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So far as this aiiiendnient is concerned, I want the members to realize the 
difficulties likely to be caused in its administration. There m^ be one hund- 
red items on the import side and fifty items on the export side, and for each 
item, there may be nearly twenty to thu’ty destinations and for each destin- 
ation, the number of applicants may be somewhere about 500, and sometimes 
m some reiniineiative destinations the number may run into thousands. If 

^ all dissatisfied applicants were to be referred to a tribunal of three 
persons, one of whom may be High Court Judge, by the time the 
Tribunal finish their enquiries into all these applications, the year will have 
1 UM out .111(1 oui import, trade entuely dislocated These are difficulties, 
nay insupei.ible difficulties, m accepting .in amendment of this type, and I 
for one t.iil to imdersUuid how the appointment of a Committee of three, of 
which one is a High Court Judge, can in any ease be described to be such a 
checlv on corriipt'on, and how highly placed officers m the department who have 
expei'ieiice of this kind of work cannot be deputed to deal justly with these 
cases T have mentioned that whenever any serious complaints have been 
biouglit to my notice, even in cases which were decided years ago, I have 
got the cases re-exammed to find out whether an injustice has been done to 
a particular individual or not If any cases are brougbf' to th® notice of 
Government, they will ask a competent officer to make fresh enquiries into 
the matter .md set it right if some injustice is foimd to have been done to 
anybody. That has been the policy of Government and tliat will be the policy 
of Government Mr Vaddal Lallubhai knows that when he brought some 
•matters to the notice of the Department, an enquiry was made Therefore, 

I subrmt th.it these allegations about corruption and similar things are men- 
tioned ju.st to find out some way of changing the present method But I 
■find that the only way to administer the control effectively is by the method 
which the Department now adopts and if anv mnehmerv of the type siigge.sted 
were set up, the whole export .md import liade would he dislocated There- 
fore, I am not in a position to accept this amendment 

Mr. President: There is no right of reply 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai; I thank the Honour.ihle Member for his assurance ' 
but I am not satisfied with the reasons given bv him. However, not to 
einh.iii.isi. him, if lie will not accept this amendment, T w'ovild not like to 
press it 

Mr. President: Does he wish to withdraw' his amendment*’ 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhai: Not to create any embarrassment to him 

Mr. President; T am not concerned with the motives of the Honourable 
^rcinber Does the IToiioiirahle Afeniber wish to have the leave of the House 
to wit.hfli aw 

The .imendineiit w.is l)\ leave of the Assembly willidr.iwn 

Mr. President; Then all the othei amendments of the Honourable Member 
f.ill through There is one more amendment by Mr Lawson I have not been 
able to follow the amendment Is it consequential to the first amendment? 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson No, Sir Sir, I move: 

“Tbdt in Mill tUusc (2) of cl.iuse 3 of the Hill, all the wouN oo cm nn..; after the word 
'.i('cioi<liniily' 1)0 omitteil, ” 

I shall be .as brief as possible in explaining to the House the effect of this 
amendment Snb-clanso 2 of danse .‘J enhances the penalties created in sec- 
tion 183 of tiio Sea Customs Act Tliat particular section of the Sea Customs 
Act permits the customs authorities to impose m fine or confiscation of the 
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goods if the provisions of the Sea Customs Act are transgressed. If a sliip- 
per fails to produce his shipping documents: if he is trying to avoid the pay- 
ment of sea customs duties and so on; then this clause of the Sea Customs 
Act can operate, and the sea customs authorities can impose a fine or con- 
fiscate the goods but tlie option of accepting tJie fine or submitting to confis- 
cation of the goods lies with the importei Now, Hir, the effect of the clause 
an this Bill is to lemove that option and in fact the sea customs authorities 
can say under this Bill, “We will eithei take yoiir gooils, we will confiscate 
them, or we will impose a fine of any size and you will have to accept what 
we provide. ’ In other woids, tin* option is removed from the Importer and 
is placed on the side of the sea customs authorities This provision was 
made, I believe, m 1941, when presmndbly the intention was that as -very 
valuable sliipjimg sjiace which was needed so badly for ihe war might be used 
improperly, it should be within the suiimiary powers of customs officials to 
impose extra penalties on the importer. 

Now, Sir, I would like to point out.. . 

Shri Sri Pralcasa: Will you please tend out this section that is retened to 
here? 

Mr. 0. P. Lavstm: I have not the section with me It says just what 1 
have exphuned to the House The point so far as I am concerned is this; 
that Seel ion 18,3 of the Sea Customs Act to which I refer limits the mischief 
that the importer can suffer to the confiscation of the goods I hope that 
w'll be understood by the House. If be has the option, be cannot suffer 
any worse penalty than the contiscatioii of the value of the goods, because 
in tiui case he will opt to have the goods confiscafed That is a very 
heavy jienalty. The importer will have jiaid for the goods and be will have 
involved himself in all the landing charges and his losses will be considerable. 
But. Sir, and this is the big point tliat T wish to put to yoir if an importer 
•fuisgrcsses the provisions of this Bill, he is still liable to the jienal clause 
L the Bill, and not only can be incur a judicial fine without limit, but he 
can also be imprisoned under this Bill Ho in those eirennistanees, Sir, 
vVhat possible risk can there he for increasing the miselnef of the Ren Cus- 
ms Act m respect of the importer? Tt seems to me to he a most imneees- 
rv extra hurden placed upon the importer in norm.d times of jieiiee- or if 
m like, in abnormal times of jieace But why should this extra hurden be 
n]io?ed ■’ r would like to point out. Sir, that this option wliic-h we are giving 
under this Bill the sea customs authorities to fine the importer or to con- 
tisenfe his goods is a power given to a non-judicial officer 1 suggest that 
this mn,\ be inter] ireted diffiwently A sea customs officer in one jioit may 
imjiose (,ne kmd of fine and an officer in another port rnav impose a different 
kind of fine T do not want to laise the perpetual point of eonujifion But it 
is not wise to increase the penal powers that officials have in eomieetion with 
these imports 

.\notlier jioint that T must jiut to von is this Nowadavs, import and ex- 
port commerce is so complicated that there is scope for a jierfcetlv genuine 
uiistakc There is even. Sir, scope for a transgiession of the clauses of 
this Bill which wall not he the fault of the importer at all hut fault of the 
jmthorities, and I have brought to the notice of the Oouunevcc Member such 
a situation, a situation in which an impoiter has hiought in to this country 
goods which the Customs authorities held to be goods for w'hich an import 
licence is necessary. On the other hand tlie Chie^f Controller of Imports 
hod informed tKc importer that this particular type of goods was on the open 
general licence list and a licence was not necessary. Due to that conflict of 
opinion I have instances ofvgoods being imported without a liceneo The 
Customs authorities say that these goods should have a licence and therefore 
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[iMr. G. P Lawson j 
the importer will be fined and that fine has been imposed. Admittedly, 
then, tile importer can appeal to the Board of Revenue and if he does I am 
quite certain that in these cneumstanoes the ward would be. reversed. But 
I suggest that that is all the more reason for limiting the penal powers of 
the Customs authorities. If you do not keep these powers down to a reason- 
ably low scale — I do not" call the confiscation of goods a low scale, it is a very 
severe penalty and that penalty s'till lies with the Customs authorities — and 
if under this Bill you wish even to increase that power on the part of a non- 
judicial officer, surely that must be wrong. There cannot be a reason for 
it. I know that on these occasions the Commerce Member almost invari- 
ably thmuTs at me the old canon ball ‘‘Can you produce evidence to show that 
the power has been misused?” In this particular instance I can, and here 
I cannot allow him to call it bluff 

The Honourable ICr. 1, I. Chundrigar: Was nob the matter set right? 

Mr. G. P. Lawson: Certamly, Sir. That is just my pomt. It was set 
right after an award had been made, after a fine had been collected, which 
was in no way justified, a fine which could only have been levied if powers 
w’ere given to a non-judicial oflBcer, who used those powers mcorrectly. So 
I think the interruption of the Honourable the Commerce Member, which I 
welcome, gives me the very ground I require for suggestmg that this power 
must be hmited Sir, I will not delay the House any more but I commend 
this amendment to the acceptance of the Government and the House. 

Mr. President: Amendment moved 

"'rhat in sub-cIauM (2) of clausa 3 of the Bill, all the words occcurnng after the word 
‘acccorduigly’ be onitted ” 


The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch Till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly reassembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock 
Mr President (The Honourable Mr. O. V Mavalankar) iu the Chair. 

Shri Sri Prakasa; Mr. President, Sir, I must confess I have a great deal of 
sympathy with the amendment that has been moved by my Honourable friend 
Mr. Lawson. I regret that though his features were visible, his voice was in- 
audible to mo at this place. I tiius lost the benefit of his arguments. But 
reading the law as it stands and as it would stand if his amendment were ac- 
cepted I think there is a great deal to he said in his favour Sir, the relevant 
clause of the Bill reads as follows: 

"All goods to which any order under sub-sertion (1) applies shall ho deemed to be 
goods of which llie import or export has been prolubiled or restricted under section 19 of the 
Sea Cijftoms Act, 1878, and all ihe provisions of that Act shall have effect accordingly, 
excepi/lhat section 183 thereof shall have effect as if for the word ‘shall’ therein the word 
‘mavy were substituted ’’ 

My friend Mr Lawson seeks to delete the words- 

“except that section 183 thereof shall have effect aa if for the ’word ‘shall' therein the 
•word 'ma-y* were substituted." 

Sir, ‘shall’ is a trickly word I seem to remember that long' ago in my 
grammar I was taught that ‘‘ ‘shall’ in the first person and ‘will’ in the second 
and third stands for simple futurity” while " ‘will’ in first and ‘shall’ in the 
second and third person denotes the determination of the sqeaker”. It is said 
that a gentleman falling into a well cried out: ‘T will die, no one shall save 
me’, and the person on the top who really wanted to save him was thus* plro- 
hibited from doing so. 

So far as I am able to understand the law — and I am noB very learned either 
in law or the English language — ^I find that according to Section 188 of the Sea 
Customs Act. whenever an official seized some goods and was authorised by the 
law to confiscate them, he was bound to give the owner of the goods the option 
of paying a fine instead, for the law says : ‘the 6ffice adjudging it shqll give the- 
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owner’ 0 ^ the goods am option to pay ip lieu of, confisostifin suoli fipe as the officer 
thinks ht ’ According to the proposal of the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber, the word ‘shall’ is to be substituted by the word ‘may’ so that the authority 
concerned will have the right to give or not give the option to the owner of the 
goods to pay a fine. The officer may like to confiscate the goods and so ho will 
order that the goods be confiscated. The owner will have no choice. I think 
that will be hard. If the owner of the goods wants that he should be levied a 
fine and that the goods may be salvaged I think he should be given the optiou. 
If the old law which is being followed permitted that option I see no reason 
why this new law which is only extending the operations of the old law, should 
go ar step furl her and prohibit this option. I do think. Sir, that the Honourable 
the Commerce Member will see the justice of the claim put forward by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Lawson and accept his amendment 

nie HononraUa Hr. 1. 1. Ohnndiigar: Sir, I am sorry 1 am not in a position 
to accept this amendment. 1 will explain the reasons why Mo doubt, under 
the Sea Customs Act, 1878 which dealt with normal tunes, the officer adjudg- 
ing the case, was bound to give an option to an importer who imported goods 
without permission or who had committed any offence under the Indian Sea 
Customs Act either to agree to the confiscation of goods or to pay a fine which 
may he adjudged by the officer But wheu the Defence of India Eules were 
framed to meet the situation ari.sing during the war, the change which is now 
proposed to be made by this Bill was effected. Under the Defence of India 
Eules fis well as under the Emergency Powers Continuance Orduiance, the 
position IS that the officer adjudging the ease is the final judge on this point, 
subject of course to the right of appeal provided under the Indian Sea Customs 
Act As I explained during the general discussion yesterday the point in a 
nutshell is this. Suppose some particular person flagrantly defies an order 
issued bv Government .ind he says ‘ I am prepared to pay any penalty nr fine, 
but I want to bring these goods in the country’. The question is wliether 
Government shouid have the power of not aliowiug those goods to entei the 
count,! y I mav give an illustration. Take the abnormal case of South Africa 
The Goreinmcrit of India have apjilied sonctious against South Africa .Some 
South African goods come hero in the port I» it the intention of the House 
that the importer should only be penalused by payment of a fine or prosecution 
but .should h.avo the right to insist that the goods shall enter the country and 
shall he distributed in the country in spite of the orders of Government 
Tlierefore instances may occur whore it may he necessary to prevent import 
under any circumstances. 

Hr, 0. P. Lawson: What will you do with the goods? 

The Honourable Hr. I. I. Ohundilgar: They may be dumped into the eea 
for a' I 1 know or may be otherwise dealt with They will not be allowed to bo 
landed in India Now, there may be .mother ease Supposing there is a small 
industry in India which is manufaolimiig only .ibout 200 tons of a particular 
commodity. There may ho Airtels m the world which may he manufaetur!n,g 
hundreds of thou, sands of tons of tli it very cominoditv and a cartel m.iv bring 
a laro'c eonsienment into Tndi.a If that e,onsieTiment is a'lowed to be lauded 
even on the payment of a fine, it may be in a position to kill the local industry. 
There mav be other instances Therefore it is necessary to have these powers 

, Npw, the question is this. It is the officer adjudging the case who has to 
decide whether a oerson has to be given an option for paving the fine or not 
In normal cases, the officer wiU give him an option If it is an abnormal case, 
if '"t ■<? fi cape of fl'icrant bre.ach of Government order or if the breach is of such 
8 eharaeter that it w'i’l have immense renerenssions, then it mav be necessary 
to sav that in suite of any fine which a partv mav pay, the goods shall be con- 
fiscated and shall not be returned to the importer 
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Shrl Sri Frakaaa: Will there be detailed instructions fixiin Government? 
nie Bonourabls ICr.'"!. I. Ohundlifar: Naturally the instructions will be 
issued. Suppose the officer adjudging the case decides it wrongly. There jg an 
appeal to the Central Board of llevenue, whp will consult the Department con- 
cerned as to what is their policy, what is to be done in certain abnormal cases. 
1/ .iny niju.stice is done by a particular officer taking a perverse view, then the 
jiaity aggrieved has a right of appeal. 1 am sure Government will not exercise 
ihcir powers hai-shly m cases where the breach was not deliberate. Mr. Lawson 
liieiitioiied the case of certain bona fide mistakes where there was n difference of 
oiuiiion h(‘tw(*on different customs officers or between the importer on the one 
Jidiid and the department on the other. In such cases whenever the matter was 
brought to the notice of Government, action was taken and the powere were not 
iitilibcd tor the pmjiose of taking harsh action against people who committed 
hoiKi fidi’ mistakes It the deji.utment is convinced that it is only a teehnical 
III each or a bona j'nh- inist.iKc, I'lthei .i nominal fine is imposed or the offence is 
<•onlpounded 

Shri Sri Frakssa: Where is the piovision for appeal to the Central Board of 
Jh'veiiue? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: It is in the Sea Customs Act. This 
Giall be deemed to be passed under section 19 of the Sea thistoms Act. 
Tlierefore the provisions lor appeal m the Sea Customs Act will apply. In view 
of these pinvisions, though I agree that the powers of confiscation shall not be 
utih'icd 111 e\er\ cii'-e nor shall they be utilised harshl\, it is necessary that 
thi^ piiwiis should be vested in the officer. 

Mr. President: I should like to have one point claiified J am just interven- 
ing in the mteiesji oi the best possible legislation. 1 do not want to entei into 
any arguments 1 lia\t* iilso not studied the Sea Customs Act but is it contended 
that the jiositioii is that a puituular article, thi' import of which is prohiHted by 
■orders, is again allowed to be brought into India in coiiti avention of that cu’der, 
if the jiiiifv the peiiidtv is thai r,ii(> po^itiou'’ 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundrigar: What happens is this. Supposing 
the import is laoluhited and the .iiticlc is brought and it lies in bond, then the 
customs office! Ilf till* port has the right under section 167 to say that as you 
have eoriiiiiil ted a bieaih ol the older by importing this article, you will bf 
liable to ]i.i\ tills jH l).^lt^ or have the goods confiscated The party vvho hai 
imported the goods ni bieneh of Government orders may cither pay thosj 
penuUies or have the goods i oiifiscated under section 183. The option is given— 
"the oidei <d confiscation will be cancelled if you pav this fine "Then m sjiite oi 
tho hie. II lit-s of (loveiinnent older the goods do aiiive in a country on paymeni 
of till' jieii.ilties both under sections 167 and 183. 

Mr. President: Is tliat oider necessarily an order prohibiting the import o 
goods It .111 ovdei of prohibition stands, then any attempt at breach of thai 
Older will lie sufficiently ])unished bv penalty The order ot prohibition standi 
and tile goods will go back What happens to the goods? There are severs 
oideis wliiili the Sea Curtoms Act has provided. We niiiv not prohibit thi 
eiit)\ lit goods 'Die entiv of goods niav be peninssihle by option I am lefer 
ring sjieeitieallv to ,m order whieli prohibits the entry of goods Mr Lawson’ 
ni'giiiiieiit, .IS T understood him is that .a double penalt'y^ is provided by thii 
|),ii f eiil.ir legislation, as further penalties are provided in section 5 and in addi 
lion to til, it tlie iijiiiorter is deprived of this option Whv not give the option ti 
till' imiioiter to send the goods to the coiintrv from which he brought them? 

The Honourable Mr, I, 1, Obundiigu: That ontion can be exercised so loni 
1- tile goods are not landed Once the goods are landed, the discretion lies wit] 
tlie I rfieei to eoiifiseate and to levy the penalty. There have been cases in th 
iiast where neoyile have brought the goods in India against the orders of prohibi 
-tioii iiassei] 1)\ Government If the onlv penalty is to take hack the goods, 
tlmik vei\ frennent hreaehes of such orders wall take place 
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Mr. 0. P. Might I interrupt the HoiioiiraWip Member'’ He ih m an 

incomprornising inoofl today. I have shown perfectly clearR- that as a result 
)f entrusting official and non-judicial officers with yiowers of* levying fines or 
wnfiscating goods, abuses have arisen in the past and as he will not consent to 
uiy ceiling of powers for these noii-jiidici.il officeis, \mI! be undertake to issue 

directive so that the powers are used in the manner which he 

that thev should he used and not in the, manner which lends to appeals to a 
Board of Kevetiue 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundrlgar: r rcincmber that one case was 
brought to me and I issued iiisti iictioiiB to the departmental officers Tf T find 
that tJiere is anv possibility of the officers not understanding the Government 
policy, 1 shall see tihaf Qecessai 7 imrSruotioce ere {seued. 

Mr. 0. P. Lawaon: It is not the question of uiiderstaiiding the i)o1icy but of 
co-oniinating the poliev. 

The Honourable Mr. I, I. Ohundrlgar: That uill be done 

Mr. President: The question is* 

“That in •uh tlauae (2) of claiitip 3 ol the hill all the wohIh ouuiiinj; attei the wmil 
'aicoidingly’ he omitted ” 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. P. B. Oole (Beror- MDii-Miihaiiirnadan). Sir. I hate given notice of atr 
anieuilmcTit toda\ at II A.M Of course, the ameiidment is m ■leeordince iMfli 
the remaiks which T made when the general discussion on tins Hill was going on 
As 1 was not s.itisficd with the reply given by the Honoiir.ihle Member in charge, 

I thought, it better to give notice of an amendment, tt is uith a tieu to briny 
the whole clause 3 into line Tf you will kindly peiniit me to move that fiinend- 
ment it wdl he much better It the. Honourable Member m charge refuses to 
aeec'ut it, then it is .i different matter It is entirely in \oiir discretion to allow 
me to move it 

Mr. President: I have said it more than oiuc in Him House that. I do md 
like these last minute amendments eveent those viliieh aie siihstautifillv agreed 
to by all sections in the House Olherwise, there is no end to the fimendments 
coming 111 and I do not want to he ilruen into the invidious position of acceptinu 
sonic and ic|ectmg others Ot conisc. I .nn entne \ in the liaiuls ot the House. 

Mr. P. B. Oole: Muv f pmt point out what the amendment is and 1 have 
given notice of it‘.’ 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Provimes Soiithetu Divisions Mnhammada. 
Kural). We have not got u copy of the amendment. 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrlgar: Thw point was raised during the 
general discussion and I gale a reply that even though the goods were not pro- 
hibited or restricted, it is necessary to have these powers to get space in ware- 
houses Therefoie, it is not jiossihle for me to accept it. I gave the explanation 
yesterdny. 

Mr. President: In that ease, there is no question ot permitting that amend- 
ment now The matter has already been discussed m the House. I do not think 
I can permit the Honourable Member to move it 

Mr. P. B. Oole: It w'ould'be much better if 1 wore allowed to explain the 
amendment 

Mr. President: There has already been a discussion on the point. 

Mr. P. B. Ckde: Sir, I oppose this clause. If I had tabled my amendment 
tarlier, I could have expected a very satisfactory reply from the Honourable 
Member in charge, as to why this particular sub-clause (3) has bfen put in the 
manner in which it has been put in Tf you w'ere to reird the w'holo svih-clniise 
(8), you will find that it refers to prohibited or restricted goods. But if you 
refer to 
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Mr. President: Does the Honourable Member propose to repeat all hie-- 
arguments again. He juight just touch those arguments, but if he intends to 
repeat them, I am afraid I shall not be able to permit him to do that. 

Mr. P. B. Oole: I am not repeating, but I am just trying to show the in- 
consistency in this sub-clause. Yesterday 1 did not show the inconsistency; I 
only pointed out the difficulties that arose. If you read the whole clause 3, it 
comes to this Sub-clause (1) refers to an order prohibiting or restricting the 
import or export oi goods. Th.it is all right Sub-clause (2) refers to the con- 
iiseation, if neoc.ssary, of those restiictod or prohibited goods. That is also all 
iiglit because it is m consonance with sub-clause (1) and it follows as a corollary 
ol sub-clause (Ij It you refer to sub-clause (3), it is too wide, wider than sub- 
clause (2) Jn sub-clause (3), the refei-ence is to any goods, whether restricted 
or piohibited or not Sir, 1 hnow the Honourable Member in charge is an emi- 
nent lawyer, and he will see Unit, ve.tlly speaking, this sub-clause should refer 
to goods winch h.ive been restiictod or prohibited under sub-clause (1) Now, 
liere sub-clause (3) is widci th.in suh-i I.iusc (1) Th.it would bo r.ither incoA- 
sistent Therefore, ] jiointed out yestciday that it is too wide a power which has 
been cl. limed under sub-clause (3). It thin sub-clause is to be consistent, it 
should icfer only to ustrii-ted .mil prohibited goods and vou should not include 
jn them goods that aio not restricted under sub-elause (1) 

Yesteiday I was told that the authorities ai’e wise enough ajid how would 
they administer this I.aw in a wrong manner ]n fact, an assurance was given on 
the tloor of the House that (ioverninent will use their discretion in the best 
possible manner Hut this assuiancc is not m the Act Those assiuances may 
remain in the proceedings ot this House but tliev are not to be found in the Act. 
tinppose those goods whith are not jiiohibited or restiicted are standing m the 
harbour .and the (hi.stoms officer takes it into hi.s head to prohibit their clear.moe, 
what IS to hapiien ’ He will not allow the goods to be landed nor would he allow 
under sub-clause (3) even tlieir traiisbijmieiit. because that power has also been 
taken So, if th*? Customs oflieer is a headstrong man, be will say “.Ml right, 
you have brought these goods, but J am going to restrict their cl(<aranee for home 
consumption and I am hI.so going to lestrict joii from traiishippiiig them to anv 
other place abroad ’’ In that ease, what is tins man to do'’ Perhaps the goods 
slioiild be drowned m the sea as the Honourable Member himself said and per- 
haps the m.m should also be drowmed in the sc.i along with them Of course, 
the situ.itioii li.is not aiiscn But if it is to arise later on, are we going to enact 
for it? Are there any instances which have occurred where the party which 
tiroiight in goods which were not prohibited or restricted and which were lying in 
the h.arboiir were not allowed to land? Ts not the Honourable Member going to 
take into consideration this point that at least under the. law' no wide powers 
should be given ’ If we are going to leave all these matters to the good sense of 
the authority, then there is no necessity of making this law The authorities 
are very sensible and they are not corrupt as the Honourable' Mimiber said. He 
also said that there is much exaggeration in this sort of corruption that is attri- 
buted to them, although everv Member in this House has complained about it. 
Jf the TTononrable Member is satisfied th.at there is no corruption .and the officers 
of Government we wise, then in that case there is no necessity of enacting anv 
law at all Leave it to the good sense of the, Customs officers or the officers of 
the Government of India and all will be well, and we shall all be governed all 
right and it is not necessary for this House to debate on such questions. This 
will be Nti/n raj. 1 would certainly welcome it. But really speaking, as we are 
living in a demoiJratic age, we are very cautious about the rights of the people 
and it would be really harmful to the countr^> as a whole to entrust such wide 
powers to Government which propose to exercise them in a manner most detri- 
mental to individual members Therefore my amendment comes in which is a 
VM. very simple one meant only to restrict this sub-clause (3) to restrict- 
ed and prohibited goods in order to make it consistent, so that just as sub-clause 
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(2) refers to goods restricted cr proEibited under sub-clause (lb the goods refer- 
red to in sub-clause (8) should also refer to goods restricted under sub-clause (1). 
That was my idea so that the whole section might look consistent so iar 
clearance of the goods was concerned. 1 am really surprised and I am very 
sorry that the Honourable Member does not see his way to accept this amend- 
ment. So that question goes out. I have explained the reasons why I have 
tabled this amendment because I was not satisfied with the reply given by the 
Honourable Member, and I, for one, would not leave these matters W'hich^are 
matters of law to the sweet will and disci etioii of the government oflScers. 
Therefore I oppose this clause as a whole. 

Dr. Zia Uddiu Ahmad: Sir, tin-. Bill has been bcloie the Hou'sc for over a 
week and there was ample opportunity for every Honourable Member to table 
amendments. Of course it is possible that my Honourable friend did not think 
of it till this morning, but m any case, 1 think courtesy demanded that he should 
have circulated copies of his amendment at least to the Whips of Pariies so that 
any Member who is interested in the Bill may have an opportunity to read and 
study this amendment. As I read the Bill, 1 do not see any contradiction my- 
self Ho may argue that some'ofiicers may t.ike it into iiieir heads to do any- 
thing. This kind of apprehension applies to every section of the Indian Penal 
•Code, If a magistrate or any government officer takes it into his head and does 
sonietbmg, that is nn extraneous circoinstniiee It is geneinllv presumed that 
the law will be administered by persons who Viave got commonsense. If the 
Government should find out that one of the government officers docs not uag his 
commonsense but is administering the law in a ft-cakish way, it will cerbamly 
be till' duty of the Government to see that that officer does nob coiitmue in his 
post iviy friend’s apprehension is thia Suppose the goods are neither allowed 
to go back nor allowed to come to the shore, then what happens I could not 
by any stretch of imagination think of an officer in a responsible position like the 
Collector of Customs who will issue such orders that goods should remain on the 
boat for an indefinite period. Something will have to be done and it cannot be 
allowed to drift in this manner If the Honourable Member should read the 
Bill carefully, bo will find that the Oovomment can alw'ays issue instructions as 
regards the manner in whicli these thjpgs should be disposed of. This power is 
si ill there and it can be exercised Besides the Honourable Member in charge 
of the Bill has given an as,surance on the floor of the House as demanded by Mr. 
Lawson that he will issue instructions in the manner demanded by him. With 
these precautions w'hicb have been demanded and with the assurance given on 
the floor of the House, I do not foresee any great difficulty in actually carrying 
out the purpose of sub-clause (8). I have not road the amendment of my 
Honourable friend Mr. Gole. Perhaps it mav be an improvement in drafting 
but without carefully studying it, it is very difficult to give an expression of 
opinion As far as I can see this particular clause is not unworkable. It is quite 
workable and with the assurance given by the Honourable Member that if at any 
moment a situation arises that some officer makes it unworkable bv not iisjng his 
commonsense then the matter w'ill be looked into bv the Government .and the 
whole thing will be coirected, with tbi'i assurance I tliink mv Honourable 
friend should have no objection to his clause being adopted Sir, T support the 
retention of this clause. 


The Sonourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundilgai: Sir, I have explained the poini 
raised by Mr. Gole during the general discussion yesterday and therefore I do 
nof wish to take up much time over it. No doubt the powers under this clause 
can he used in two cases, firstly in the case in which Mr. Gole is prepared fo 
allow the Government to use it, namely with respect to goods the import or 
■export of which is either prohibited, restricted or controlled. He says it should 
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iiob be allowed to be ubod lu any other case. But as I mentioned yesterdaj? it is- 
to be used souietnneb even m respect oi goods the iinport or export of wluoh is 
not prohibited or lestiicted or controlled when we have to find room for other 
gdods whicJi uriive and oiders have to be passed to find room for them. I can 
assure Mr. Gole that the powers will not be used m respect of goods other than, 
those the export or import of which is prohibited,, restricted or controlled except 
in cubes wliero it iiniy be iiecessury for the purpose of having necessary warehouse 
accommodation. 

Mr. President: The ijuestiou is 

"Tint (UusB 3 siaiicl |).iit ot the Bill ’ 

'I'he motion was adopted 

Clause y was added to the Bill. 

Pcndit Thakur Das Bhargava (Amhala. Division Non-Muhammadan): (The 
Honouiable Member spoke in llnidiibtam I'or llindustaiu text see Appen- 
dix- to' the Debates lor the lOtb Alarch, 1947 English translation given 
beloM —/•;,/ nj 1) 

I uU'i jou to cerium provisions ol elanse 7 ot the Bill It reads — (Inter- 
ruption) The Jloube might have noticed that Clause 7 gives more salegiuvrds 
than are ivipmed U. omoiiiuges public seiMiivts to do what they please since 
if gni'b (hem too n.iuli piotecdon I think it's'ivis them the same autlionby 
as it gives to the Government that thev may do whatever tliey like without 
feiii ul .mv law. After martial law’ was proclaimed iii India, Iiiitnunily Act 
wis passed Now in eveiy Grdioanee «md Hill tlierv is uii inimiimty clause. 
Iimmmitj lias come to ineiin nothing in these duvs hecause thib is the time 
of pe.iee and not of war The need of the day is to estahhsli peace Iiv 
this time of p'-.ice tlieie is no need for siu-li a clause for a ]niblio seivant. I 
slionld sdv t1i.it III le.ilitv these laws wliieli .ifo being made to t.die tlie place- 
of the ordin.int es, give sta-h jiowei to the officials and the Central Govern- 
ment 111, It they can .dmse then aiitlioiitv This hill should contain no piovisioa 
for the laoteelion of those who huvt been given full jiowels m it In the Bill 
the powei- [or the Centr.il Goveiiiment ar^. such that they mar or make the 
cmintiv .letoiding to then sweet will I do not think there is any memher 
it, the Ifonse who does not want to give power to the Governrneiit to control 
expoit ind mi[iort But, at flie same time I n)iliold tlu pnnetple and consider 
it ru'cessai'v th.it if this power is given lo .» Govi-iiunent vvheihei it be national 
or not natiomd it w necessary that the legid reservation that vests in the 
pnbl'f sli(/uld be ii[iheld 'J’lieie is a saying in Eiighslr “Eternal vigilancs 
is the pi lee ot Iibeity’’ If you conside.r that this jiowei will he abused by 

Govi'Tiinient or by any of its officials yon should not allow the liberty given 

to them 111 till' lull [Toncst and good-in tent-ioned public servant need no 
safeguard, and it will he foidhardiness to give safeguardb to a dishonest, and 
corrupted official A good law with legal power and the safeguard for it.s use 
has two insep.arahle aspects Separating one from the other will cause many 
irregidanties It is, therefore, necessary for a good law to keep them toge- 
ther That is whv no independent ho.-rrd or impartial body who could regulate 
the jiowers vested in the law lias not been framed As at the time when the- 

question of giving further powers to the police was before the House, Sard'ar 

Patel said that possibilities for corruption increase with the increase of powers 
of the officials. Similarly if you give power in tins Bill you increase corruption 
and itb possibilities. Moreover, where is the necessity to enact this Act of' 
safeguards when there is one already existing? 1 ask with due deference how 
can an officer working in good faith in conformity w’itii sections 76 and 79 of 
the Indian Penal Code be liable or be answerable for his actions? Such am 
officer requires no new law.. 
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becfcion 7 Irik’S down' th^ iio court cau question an order given under tLis. 
Act Tlie order is final and nothing cun stop its cunseqpences. iiut, if the 
order is given with a corrupt motive or carelessness there is no reason wliy 
the giver ot the order should he protected from legal responsibility It a 
person has done soiTiethiug which comes within the purview ot an act there 
18 no need to enact another law to safeguard him \Ve in India do not want* 
laws of h'raiice. Droit Admtntutriitif is not m force in India Aceoidmg 
to Jintisli law which is also the law ot India it a soldier m obedience to an 
illegal order of his Commander shoots a man deu<l lie is liable to be puinshedi 
with death by a civil court We mnsl therefore uphold the ordinary law of 
the land and should not go beyond it. 1 have heaid Dr. Zut Uddm and! 
others txjiressing their ideas on Controls They have all said that control and 
corruption are otie and the same thing. 11 there is so luucli corruption what 
is the remedy for it? There is only one remedy .aid that is that eveiy ilo- 
vernnierit oftieial should he held res[>oiisihle for las dlegul uetion and shouldhe 
given no saleguards If your intention is to provide sah-gimrd foi an honest'* 
oflicer lie is already safeguarded by the existing law of the land It officwJs- 
uiiderstood that furtlier safeguards h.ive been provided for them they will! 
get careitsb and corrupted. All tlie members have been plainly telling the 
House that, eOiniptiou and dishonesty exist in the Commerce Department and 
it is feiued that the passing of this hill will enhaine them f feel disgusted' 

when I bear the stones of corruption in the lobbies There are eoiiiplnints 
against high ofifieiids. I wonder hovr the Commerce Member has sa d tliat 
there will be no corruption in the administration of tins Art f live in (lie 
Punjab and 1 am not much aware of the export and luipoit Department, hut 
n eniberf who hail from Calcutta and Bombay sav that theie is gieat corrup- 
tion Ml it If it exists I will sav that our misfortune knows no hound How 
Will tlie Commerce Member who says there is no corruption in Ins Depart- 
ment remove it 9 I say if there is eoruiptaon it slionlil lie ailmitted and 
met rather then to sav that there is no coiTiiption This 1 aiu afiaid will 
inciease it Moreover, these words in seetion 7 — “no order made or deemed, 
to have heim niadi' under the Act shall he callwl in (juestion in any Coint’’ — 
are so wait that they give a great arliifmrv power to the authorities Final' 
pownn’ or authority is a dangerous thing and its right use.- is neeessarv for 
the good of the so<-ietv 1 need not repeat the definition of the arhitrarv' 
power given at tlie tiial of Wairen Hastings. •All the Members might re- 
momher the speech of Rduiniul Burke m winch he s.us that .irhitraiv power 
is dangerous to whomsoever it may he given The man who rises it is ans- 
werable to the law of the land. 

Moiei/ver, the Bill contains these words “and no suit prosecution or other 
legal iiroeeedings sliall lie against anv jieison for any thing m goovl faith dime 
or intended to he done ’’ Sir, I want to tell von pavt’enlnvlv about these 
wolds that if an officer works with honesty and in good faith he needs no 
safeguards especially when legal safeguards exist in the law of the land If 
the intention is good and the action is done in g(K»d faith who can hold him 
blainewortliv'^ T say it Is not proper to give so niueh safeguard to ,a piihlio 
servant that he mav defend himself under cover of good intention when his 
action is not liased on goorl faith Tlieie is a saving in T'higlish; “The vva.v 
to Iiell is paved wiih good intentions ’’ Mmcover, it is very difficult to- 
determine good or bad intention The- saying is “Secret things belong to- 
God.’’ I should sav that I have never seen a Bill in such wide terms. Mr. 
Satkopachari lias already referred to it. I am really at a loss to under- 
stand why should wo allow such provisions in an Act The fact is no 
matter how much the intention is bad and the action is good or the intention 
is good and the action is bad wp will draw conclusions from the act <mly and 
the aOt alone will prove the goodness or badness of the intention It will be- 
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[Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava ] 
dangerous therefore not to see the act but see the intention. Section 4 of 
the Bill says. “Ainlhing in good faith done or intended* to be done under 
this act or any oidei made or deemed to ha\e been made thereunder.” 
“Deemed” means an older which do not come but can be drawn under it by 
'inference Even tliat is outside the court’s jurisdiction nor can any mem- 
ber of the jnibbc seek ledress against any official’s such act. 

Mr. President; llie Ifononrable Member refer to clause 4 of the Bill? 

Tliiil (laiiso not only' deehires that certain orders made under the Defenee of 
Iiidi.i Bides sliall continue 'ii force Init ov( n mIipii the Defence of India Rules 
are not in force, these ordens shall be ‘‘deemed to have been made” under 
this Act Tlierefore ther-"' is a eki'-'-ification of two kinds of things, — things 
actii.xlly doiii! after tins Art comes into operation and orders jiassed under the 
Defence of India Rules winch sb.ill bo “deemed to have been passed” under 
ibis I.!v\ 'tlieicfoie there aie two classes nt ac(s and orders — one order made 
under this Act when if. comes into force, and the other oiders made under 
previous legislation aitei it expires which shall he dceriied to he orders jiassed 
Minder this Ai't Theietore the woids used are ‘shall be -deemed’ 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: J thank you. Sir, for yonr explanation of 
section 4 “Deeini'd to h.vve been made’’ refers to ordeis contained in the 
Defence ot Indi.i \ct iM n 1 draw >onr aticntion to those voids of section 
4- ‘ Sli.ill so f.ir T- lliey .trc not inconsistent with tin jivovisions of this 

Act coiitiiuie to he m forc( and he deemed to liinc been made under tliis 
Act ” In the first instance the oiigmal order m the Defence of India Act 
WHS inconsistent 'I'hc imsiakc that shall ho made cannot he rectified, which 
-means that it the (tiiginal ot the Defence of India Act was inennsistent it 
could he made consistent by dmt of “deemed to have been made” and there 
will lu' orders nndei this \ct which though not (.ontiimed m it will be con- 
sidered consistent hv the foici- of “dei-med to liavc been m.idc” In oilier 
words, Older which will not he contamod in the Act will lie made consistent 
by ‘doiililc dose of distillatimi ’ under Bie definition of “deemed to have been 
•made ” 

Mr. President: I am afiaid tlie llononi.ililo Mimiliei has comiiletelv mis- 
nndi'i stood the whole thing The llononralile Member will see, if he looks 
.11 til ■ pioper interpret. at ion ol it, that ordeis m.nde under the Defenee of 
India Rules sh.-ill continue to he m force to the extent to which they arc “not 
inconsistent with’’ the present Aet The moment, therefoie, any old orders 
are inconsistent with this Act, they will not remain in force, .ind to the extent 
to wbic'h they are consistent with this Act they will remain in force Though 
■they have been old orders passed under the Defence of India Rules they shall 
“be deemed to be” orders passed under this Act Such a procedure is 
necessary for the purpose of continuing the administration of the department. 
What was done in the past m so far ns it is “not. inconsistent” with this Act 
shall he deemed to he m force under this \c.t. 

Prof. N. O. JUnga (r’nintnr cum Kellore. Non-Mnhammadan Rural)' What 
about the fiiiure? 

Mr. President: About the future, as soon .rs this Act comes into force, 
-orders will be made under this Act. Therefore, there are two classes of or- 
der* — old orders which continue in no far «* they are not “inconsistent" and 
•new orders to be given under this Act. One set- is classed as orders 
“deeiiu'd to have been made” under th's Act and the others arc orders under 
this Act Therefore, this double expression scorns to have been used. The 
JBonoiirahle the Commerce Member will he a better exponent of this I am 
merely drawing the attention of the Bononrahle Member to the legal dspeot 
of this 
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Pundit Thakur Das Btaargava: I submit witb due deference that I understand 
■section 7 contuhih orders made under this Act and also those lirdeis deemed to 
liflve been made, under this act The section therefore contains such orders 
both past and future. Sir, I want to refer voii to the statement made by 
Honourable the Couiinerot; Member saxing that when no particular <-<^nplaint 
has been made in tlie public witb rcspeel to this Act there is no harm 
in giving sueh powers T do not admit that powers have not been abused 
>or exceeded but I want to say in answer, to this argument that if the law to 
hold a ]iublic servant answeiahle to a ( oiirt he accepted as right how can it be 
nrovod that the piihlic gave iinreasoiiahle, trouble or loss to the public servant 
or made unlawful use of the jirndege'’ 

In \-iew of all tliesc thmijs J s.iv that be, h" a public servant or anybody 
else tlic grant of sueh a safegii.ird wliieh in.iv .illow n person to use power 
albltl;^^i^ ih not proper Tlie l.iw has .ilreadv giien mauv safeguaids. I 
sliould, theiefore, say that unless the necessity is ](rovecl this sort of special 
clause is allowed liv no policv Tins is a tiling wiiicli should not lie over- 
looked liv aiiv legislator Wherever such a clause is made there the public’s 
iiglit- Is nsui))erl It Is the light of eveiy indivKlnal he he a public serv.intor 
anvlxalv else to hriiig the person who has given hnn trouble, to the Court This 
nglit IS usurped hv this Clause The right of the public is inherent and we 
eertiiinlv eomjilain that oiir right is heuig usiirjiod Su.-h a clause, is being 
passed under our \er\ nose. T say where no oilier safeguaids hiiye h(*eii kept; 
wd’ere iirhitiuiv poweis Inve l,een given theie von should not deprive the people 
ot then legal rights vvliieh is gnai'aiitee and safidv for the right use of the powers 
•<yl the J.iu 1 theiefore say that clause 7 may not he .iccepted. 

Khan Abdul Ohani Khan (\oith-West Fiontiei riovinec Oenoral): 
■(Tha Honourable Member spokt> in Hindustuni For Hindustani text see 
.^ppc■ndl\ to the Debates loi the lUtli Muich, ltJ47 Faighsh tiaiisl.ition given 
below— Ed of D) 

Sir, I had no mmd to speak on thi.« hill , but bearing tlie passioned speech of 
Pundit Tliakiir Das Bliargava 1 fhouglit of saving soinetbmg He Ims said 
in the course of Ins s]ieeeli that a sepov vvho kills a man under orders from his 
officer can be yivoseciited in a court of law. This is absolutely wrong The 
truth is that a government servant who discharges an unpleasant duty must 
enyov protection or otherwise it wall he like making a vehicle and fastening its 
wheels with strong ehnins so th.at it luav* not work Tt is a mere excuse to- 
sa? that it is an interference in public freedom As a matter of faet any kind 
of law is an mterfereiiee in individual freedom. I understand Panditji’s fee- 
lings. Tt is his duty to oppose such a legislation otherwise how will the vakOs 
make their living This is a fact 

And. therefore, mv Honourable, friend is worried I will appeal to the 
Honnnrahle the Commerce Member to put it in such a wav that the income of 
the. Vakils and Pleaders is not deeieased and then it will be, approved by all 
the lawveis and wo will he saved all these long speeches 

Dr. Zis Uddin Armad: I said in the beginning that I am opposed to thia 
system of controls Tt is a great miisanee to the nublic, and T said that cor- 
ruption Rnd controls are synonymous and interchangeable Just now I asked 
■one of my poet friends — Mnnlana Zafar Ali Khan — who is an old classfellow 
of mine, to compose a couplet on the lines of Ghalib’s couplet. 

Qaid-i-Hayat-o-bande Oham ant men donon rli hnin. 

Maut se pahle admi Gham se nijat pae Idon 
MaulaiU Zatu* All Khan (East Central Punjab; Muhammadan): My Hono- 
urable friend asked me to compose a couplet, and here it is; 

Rishwat-o-Tfantrol ho ael men elr janen 
Daw yeh hangras ha -hai phir koi chain pai hion. 
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Zift AhiSftd: I do not like control onlv in the cane of ntipurts and. 

exports, but I do like it anvwlieie — may be m the ratioiihip of food, cloth, or- 
anytimig. Hut oiiee \oii Ii.i\e aneiitcd tlie nrneijile ol eonfiols in tlie consi- 
deration stage, then \mi li.ne to aecejit .ill the conseijuences nlneh follow. If 
you have uccejiled tb.it conli-ol should exist, then \ou will have to accept.' 
logical conseinieiices Sii, most ol the hiisinessinen who will conic to deal with 
him will he nnlhoii.ines and inniti-inillioluiires who can nffoivl to tight a case for 
years and ve.iis .md who-wonld he jirepared to spend any ninoiint of money,, 
and on the ollur s de there will he a jioor tn.in with fixed income who in these 
days IS ,1 p.iiipei 'I hen his life will not he worth living If von do not protect 
him in (he imiimu that is jnovided in this cl.mse veiv few persons wull he 

■wiling 1(1 .leeept this post .md oanv on their duties with honesty nnd with a 

oonse ( nee, hee.iiise nohody would lx aide to taie nnlhonaires if in peaee-tmie 
he IS to he dragged to the law comt If vou introduce this thing then the 
prolet lion of the i/ftkeis is neees.s,ii \ .ig.imst the litigation and against all 
kinds of dragging to law courts hy- means of these nmltimilhonnires wlio will 
be on ihe oilier sde Tins ni.m with a fixed income li.is to deal with per- 
sons for wboni nionev is no considei.ition Tlicv arc |)iep<ired for very small 
matteis to s|iend l.ikbs .md the life of tins m.m will become a hell" TCither 

he will not be ,ibie lo exeieise coiitiid and lie will say ditto to any deinnnd made 

by till se Inismessmeii oi lie will give ii|i Ins job. If you want .1 pioper exer- 
cise of his ies|ion.!l)iht V the pioteetion of ihe officers is neeessaiv ngmnst 
those I'cisons who will foice liini to adopt mal-practices which none of the 
offict'is in, 'IV' I'kc to do Once von Ii.ive accepted the control and vou have 
BW allowed the hig fiill. now do not ohjc'et to eat the flies and little things 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari (Tunjore lum Trichinopoly . Non-.\Inhiminiudiin 
Jfiii.il) 1 VM'h lo Biipjiort .Mr I'diaig.iva m living lo make .i ple.i for the 
iiidi' >(l i.il libeities of the oidmaiy eiti/en as ag.mist the eneio.ichiiient of it hv 
the hnreiiia nil V in its ,idminist>at,on I iNo .tgree with liim that Dioii Admi- 
nmlitihf should h.ive ,i place in tlie jni isprndence ol oni eoimtry. On a 
lak oec.iscn in a jiai.illel legislation ol this kind when such .i s>.iMng clause 
was sought to lit' mcoi porafed. f raised -i feehle oh|cction, s.iying that the 
phr.ise ‘kn good f.nth done, o’ intended to he done” did not sound well and the 
phrase ‘‘intended to he done” may ns will he dropped You said that it wae 
very eoiiimon in all legislation and T did not vv.uit to pursue the matter father, 
becan,' . it was no; s<> iinicli an ,iet winch was pen.il in its niituie as this is t 
wish lo diavv the attention of the House to ('l.mse ."i which is a jiemil ehiiiBe in- 
corpottiieil m this \et on the stieiigth ol acts done m good fnitli or intended to- 
be doi.e 111 good lintb \s inv learned friend Mi liliargava, ]>ointed out, if 
tbes . woids are .uided it would make u veiy gre it inroad on individual liberties. 
Good fnilb has liceii defined in different statutes m the law of this country One 
is tl.i penal code Good faith is di-tined to he th.it which is done with due can 
an! mieution I might he vciv good v<-t to do an lot without due care and 
attention Yet the law will sav th.it f h.ivc riH done it ni good faith There i« 
the Gcner.il (’l.mses ,\i t, which ajijihcs m regard to civil law There, if I did n 
particnliir act m ‘‘goi«] faith I did 't honcstiv Raving iiicornnrabjd a penal 
danse here, if good faith is not proper!' defined, then there will he difficulty, 
because if it is not done with dm c.ire .and attention I cannot undtjrstimd n 
saving clause being included. If a person does not do it with due care and 
attonlion let the officer take the consequences Supfiosing it is a ease where 
a T'fnal cl.inse is nor included and at the same tim« n civ'il protection is given to 
the officer Tie might say after having done an act without due care and atten- 
tion. oven after having done it dishonentlv he may wiv “I did it honestly.” Sa 
T plead tliat this saving elaiiae in seefinn 7 ought to be omitted. In all these 
matters Mie ordinarv law is clear It is not because a lawver wants to take hut 
fee and argue that wav but beeniise individiurl libertv is much more sacred than 
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a1>w pro.ectlou of the administration. That comes only second. The individual 
.liberty has to be safeguarded hrst. Wli.it the law wants to do is to safeguard 
.the individual from the eucruachment of legislation. What 1 would say is 
that 'A'e should take a broader view. Ju every legislation now tliis sort of sav- 
ing clause is being introduced and that is a bad preceileiit It gives a lot of 
|x.wer in the hands of the adininistiution. The power is already there. It 
<!nlarges the power It takes aviav the safeqn.ii'd the ordinaiy citi/.en has got. 

If We cannot go and agitate in a court oJ law, what lo tire jaotectioii lor the 
■ordinary citi/.en Especially in clause 7 a eitizon may be punished with im- 
prisonmeni It is a very tall oidci It he is liable to lie impiisoned, he should 
liave the liberty to go into a coiiit ol law and say tint the ofliicer ma_\ have 
behavecE badly. 

^ou made another obseivation, which 1 am a'liaid 1 h.ive lo say 1 was not 
sibic to eoinprehend Von comji.ned clause -1 with clause 7 and diew attention 
.to tins, namely, “all ordeis made undei inle 84 ol the Defence of India Rules 
jjli dl continue in I'oice and be deemed to have been made iiiidci tin*. Ait." and 
1 think yon tried to duiw a par.illel between the phinxe “deemed to have neen 
made under this Act" in riause 4 .md a sinnl.ir phrase in Clause 7 That I 
iicjievc was yoiii intention In danse 7 what is rnteiided is this The action 
that Is deemed to have been made iindei tins \ct may be a futuie action. That 
IS to s(,v, III clause 4 an action which was lakan under the Defeiiee of India Act 
as deemed to be-made tinder this A< t aftei the Defence of India .\ct has ex- 
jiiieil, that is to legalise past .le.ts Cndei clause 7 .ui oidii whieli is made or 
■steeiijoil lo liave hotn made under tins .-Xct shall be valid Then the officer 
• might \esterday liave done .in .\ct absolutely beyond the scope of tins jiaiticn- 
l.ir st.ifote But he might sav “1 deemed (o h.ive done it iinclei this \ct I 

dal it nialei the niisapprehenMoii th.it 1 did it under this Act ' Tlieie niav be 

111 act wliieli in.tv be' ultia viict of the st.ilule ,\n oHicei inigiit s,'\ I did it 

under seetion so and so. and I deemed it ns done under this Act ” That 1 

-sulunil will Ije the very wide inteipretation of what li.is hc‘en inenticuic'd by the 
('('jMiuerca' Aleinhca and 1 suggest tli.it a siiit.ible iiiocliticatiion is m.ide and .in 
ordin.iM- c iti/eii is nroteeled. 

Prof. W. O. Ranga; 1 ,am suriaisi'd liow one after the other these Bills are 
coming liiUiie us os being only the ghost of the Defence ol India Act I am 
■ obliged to wonder whether we are still living in war times or whether we have 
■past war times and we arc trying to live in peac-e times. 

Sjt. N,_V. OadgU (Boijihu} ('cntial Division Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
Bidwt-en two wars! 

Prof, N. &, Ranga: I wish to know who actually framed this Bill if it is not 
u St.itc* secii-t T am sure it eaniiot be- the Ilonour.able Member If it had been, 
tht conscience of the Honoinable Mcnihei himself coming from a province where 
he was obliged to hi* in a imnoritv in a Legishdure, would have rebelled against 
tills c-lause 7 If he really had scrutinised the Bill and vet liis c•onsclenee had not 
TC’belled .against it, theie must be sometbing vviong with iii\ Honourable friend 
^ll'd T would .tdvise him to c‘onsnlt a doctor 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil: Not you? 

Prof. N. 0. Ranga: Sir. T was shocki-d at tlie attitude of my Honourable 
■friend Dr Zia rddm Ahiiind He has told us that controls and corruption go 
together He i"! opfiosed to all controls He now comes here and says that we 
sihonid further strengthen the hands of these officmls who are obliged to become 
olrupt bc’c.ousp of these controls, bv making them completclv immune from any 
sort of action cuther in courts or elsewhere That certainly is harmony with the 
usual inconsisteiicy that mv Honoiirnhle friend has been suffering from for a 
iong time I 
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1 am very sorry, Hn, to have to disagree with my Pathau friend, Khan Abdul! 
Ghani Khan, He says “Why do you think of any liberties at all?” I can under- 
stand that from him, because he is a Pathan : he believes in the sword and not 
in courts of law. But we poor people cannot very well resort to the sword every 
time we get angry with anybody else. When somebody has done an injustice to 
us we are obliged to go to a court of law and behave in a peaceful and law- 
abidmg manner. 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan: I did not say that liberty was unnecessary. I 
only said that the very fact that law is a surrender of liberty, a really free man 
IS a man without any law. 

Prof. N. G. Sanga: 1 am glad that my Honourable friend has answered 
hiuji-elf and therefore I neul not labour his point. 

Here comes tlie point. If you make an officer eo very immune from any 
ci'naequeuees of his act, what is likely to be the effect of such immunity on his 
mind? He becomes a law unto himself,* a miniature Hitler. 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: I am amused. 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: He will find that it is not going to be such an amuse- 
ment. My Honourable friend will not even be allowed to remain as Vice 
Chancellor of the Aligarh University. That officer will send him to jail straight- 
away and there will be no appeal at all against him Certamly he becomes a mi- 
niature Hitler or Mussolini and there is no appeal against him. Then my Honoui*- 
ablo fnond, the Member for Coinmciee, will not be able to control his own 
officers He might try to control them in regard to the future by giving instruc- 
tions but where is the guarantee that tliey will curry out those mstructiofis''’ 
They are already permanent officials If they cannot be kept in one place they 
huie got to be sent somewhere else and they are absolutely safe. My Honour- 
able friend Dr Zia Uddin Ahmad said that they are a poor people and are paid 
only very small salaries Therefore they have got to be protected. On the other 
hand, the public has got to be protected against the menace of these officials. 
There is Section 80 of the Cml Procedure Code to protect these public officials. 
If I were to prosecute any gazetted officer, I have got to obtain the permission 
ol the Government The Government then has a chance of looking into the 
case and see whether that officer has really committed any blunder at all, 
whether it lo a bo/ia fide blunder and whether it would not be tlie duty of the 
Government itself to defend him 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ohundrigar: May I know what provision of the 
law the Honourable Member is referring to ? 

Mr. President: Let us not go deep into the provisions of law. The Honour- 
able Member is not a lawyer. 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: S.ection 197 of the Criminal Procedure Code 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: Therefore it does not matter which particular number 
tile section of the Code is T would advise niy Honouarble fnend to go to Pundit 
Thakur Das Bhargava Let him contradict me if I am wrong, whether I should 
not have to obtain the previous permission of the Government before I oai\. 
prosecute anyone of his gazetted officers. I do not know whether I would have 
to take all that trouble in order to prosecute my Honourable friend. I certainly 
have to ask the previous permission of the Government for prosecuting any of 
bis officers and therefore the Government will have a chance of protecting its 
own officers The resources of the Government are certainly greater than those 
of any Birla, Tspahani or any capitalist. Therefore my Honourable friend Dr. 
Zia Uddin Ahmad need not be afraid of the power of these capitalists. 

My Honourable friend Mr. Bhargava has put in a very eloquent and bold 
plea against this section. He has quoted Burke. I can quote Laski and there 
is also Lord Hewett who has written a book called “The New Tyrrany”. Who 
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are these 0150618 '/ Do we have any direct cpatrol ov^r them. We have no 
control at all. We can take the Honourable Member to task, we can hold him 
responsible but we cannot hold his officers responsible for any of their acts, 
because this particular clause gives them complete liberty to do what they like. 
As hiy Honourable friend Mr. Satakopachari said, when you gi'V^ a man such 
power as to send bona fide traders and others also to prison, should we not give 
this much power to the ordinary citizen of the country to prosecute these officers 
for illegal acts, for excessive and arbitrary acts? Therefore, Sir, I very strongly 
object to this clause. Will corruption abate if this clause were passed by this 
House. I contend that corruption will increase, because you make it absolutely 
possible for these officials to do whatever they like. There will be more en- 
oour^ement to those officials to commit far more blunders than they are com- 
mitting today and yet feel happy about it, because they would not be brought 
before a court of law. 

There is a large number of us here and I am one of those who have 
under the arbitrary powers given in this fashion to government officials in this 
country. It is true that it was in another connection that they utilised these 
powers but where is the guarantee that these officials will not utilise these 
powers given m such a light hearted manner by Government? The clause says: 
"No order made or deemed to have been made under this Act shall be called in 
question in any court, and no suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall 
Ue ‘against any person for anything in good faith done or intended to be done un- 
der this Act or any order made or deemed to have been made thereunder. ’ ' The 
High Court has no control over them, neither the Federal Court nor the Privy 
Council. Who is going to judge that the man has done anything in good faith? 

Mr. President; The court will do it 

Prof. N. O, Banga: The court has no power's here at all. 

Mr. President: The court has power. It is not that the jurisdiction of the 
court is absolutely barred. Unfortunately it is difficult to convmce non-lawyer 
friends about it. 


Prof. N. G. Banga: The court may come in in some way, through some sort 
of backdoor by arguing about it as the Calcutta High Court judges had to argue 
about the Defence of India Act, when so many cases were placed before them 
and there were on the other side equally clever lawyers to say that the court 
had no jurisdictibn. Therefore no order made can be called in question in any 
court. There he can pass an order that so and so should not be allowed to 
import such and such a commodity, having imported it, it should not be brought 
to the harbour, having brought it to the harbour, it should not be allowed to laud 
there, having landed it, he should not take possession of it, he should not be 
permitted to take it outside the precincts of the harbour That order should 
not in any court of law be callea in question. That is the power that my 
Honourable friend wants to give these officials. It may be possible for my 
Honourable friend to smile over the whole thing and in a lighthearted and non- 
challant manner have the Bill passed in this House. But I wish to tell my 
Honourable friend and his successors that the moral conscience of this country 
will continue to rebel against this kind of statutory provision. 

Mr. Prealdwit : I might tell the House that I find that almost the same 
points are practically being repeated. The language may be differfent 
and the instances may be different. I do not propose to allow that kind of 
debate to go on for any length of time over this question. If Honourable 
Members have any other important points they may place them before the 
House. 
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Sre«}ut Boliini Kumar Chaudhuii (Assam Volley: Nou-Alubammadan); Sir, 
Jl shall abide by joui- ruling. Although 1 did not follow much of what my, 
huuouiable Ineiid *dr. liliurgavo said in Urdu 1 fully, support the position ho 
has tukiii with itgurd to this particular clause. My honomable friend Mr. 
Sai il:o]).itliiiii luih fully shown that there is no moaiung in the expression ‘in- 
teiiiled to 1)0 doiio uuder tins Act'. Sir, lawyers do not like litigation. They 

do not go to a court ot law without being paid foi it. The more experience 

iluil ,1 lawyer gams the less willing he is to go to a court of layv without being 
pi 111 lugliei Jee tor U. It is only the lay man who is fond of going to litigation, 
til oiii paits ut least, in the fioiitier areas, tribal feuds go on m which per ties 
kill each other for mere lun wiUiout much provocation. Now wc are 
uiMuued We have neither guns nor lathis to use. But our people 
,go to litigation tor the ineu' fun of it Not only that They advance money 
to otheis tor go'iig to eouit Lawyers do not encouiuge such loopholes of 
legislation as this. The layman tries to mterpiet law in their own way and 
tlu i.iw'er laiiglis .uid tries to impio\o m.itteis Sir, I will say with all the 
*'inpli IMS tli.it 1 e.in iMimm.md that these two chiuses, clause 4 and clause 7, 

do not and will not speak either lor tlie eaiiae'ty of this House to legislate or 

tor iln williiigiiess <U the champions ol xieoiile to presene their liberty. Sir, 
we h.id iiiade loud .md long i ciinplaiiits against the Defence of India Ivules. 
Tli.‘ Deiinc,. ot JiVahii Act, as lar as I know, came to im end in the Lhnted 
Kingdom vet\ soon .iftei the war Now, the war actn.illy ended m Indja in 
I'M.? Mu' win ended tlieoiotieally in Indi.i in Apnl 1046 .4nd foihiy in 
iOi" w,. lie p.i^sing a legislation which is going to per])ctuafe those orders 
which 's going to gi\e a legal elothing to the orders illegally (lassed imjlei tho 
netenee of India Hnlea .md wliieh is gomg-to perpetuate the Defence of India 
Kules The, only feeling th.it can come to anyone after hcflrmg the tugn- 
men'., wlncli lime been in ide in sup[)Ort of the Bill eithei from the Goieiii- 
menti belli lies oi outside is that we have now lo i om a new slogan and that 
siogim would be ‘Long Iim' (lie Defenee of India lUiles’ 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Obuudrigtur; 1 have c.irofnlK listened to the 
•points urged against danse 7 ,ind I feel tli.it there is soino misunderstanding 
m tho ininils of sonn nieinbeis .iboiit tin i ffeet of tins clause ‘deemed to have 
■been in.ide’ or to have been (i.issed mulei the Act As you rightK mentioned. 
Sir, tlio.se words refci to el.nise 4 Cl.iiise 4 le.ids thus 

".Ml onlris ni.iile ululc) iiile 84 of ihc Detriuc ot India Rules oi (li.it iiile .le lontnnied m 
foKO bv tlio Fnno^emy I'iom.ioos (< onlimi.iiue) Ol fiin.iin <■. 1945 .nid ,ii lem niimedi.itely 
betoie the loinnienceraeiii o) lliis .\it shall, m f,a ,is Ihev ui« nol muasi»lent witli the 
pi'oiisions of this Act. (oiitiiiiie in lone and he deeme.l to have heeit le.nlc uiniei this lulo” 

It would tlierefoic me.ni that ’f aiiv oidcis under the Defence of India Uules 
or the Emergency Eimisions ((’ontinnanee) Ordin.mee, llMf) ,ire alivadi in 
force and they aie not inionsistent with the iiiovisioiis of tins Act, it will not 
be neeessiiry io leissiie tliosi oideis Init tliev will be deemed to,, have tieen 
jiassed under this Act Clause 4 only says that it is not necessary fo go through 
that foriiiality and issue* those orders agtiiii imdei th*^ provisions nf this Act 
but that tliose ordeis, even though issued under (h<> provisions of, the Defence 
of India llules or the LniiigeinT Provisions (CoiitimiiUiee) Ordiifniu-e, U)46, 
shall he deemed to h.ive been passed under th-s Act Therefore tliere can 
be two classes of oideis one, flesh oidcrs vv'hieh ean he passed under this 
Act after it becoini s I,u\ and another, that class of oiders, which were al- 
ready (Hissed under (he provisions of the Defence of India BuJes and the Ordi- 
nance to which I referred, .and which shall be deemed to • be continued, if 
they are not inconsistent with the piovisions of this Act In order to express 
this, clause 7 contains these words “No order made or deemed to have been 
made under this Act' There is no catch behind the words ‘deemed to have 
"been made thereunder' They are used only for the purpose of explaining the 
•words mentioned in clause 4. r r ^ 



IMrOaiS AND EXPORTS (oonxuol) bill 2179 

PWtdlt TbRkur DRI BhugRva: .Will not the words ‘deemed to have Been 
made’ refer to any futui'e order? , 

Tile Honourable Hr. X. I. Obnndrtgar: Normally they would not, exeeyi 
in a case, I will juat mention. Suppose an order is passed under tins 
Act, but the words 'passed under Act so and so of 1947’ are omitted, that is, 
even though the words ‘passed under the Act for the purpose of prohibiimg 
imports and Exports, 1947' arc not used, it will be deemed to have been 
passed under this Act provided it is an order under this Act Tliot is one 
part of it.* 

Mr. P. B. Oole: May 1 know wlmt is meant by the phrase ‘intended to be 
done under this Aot’ ? 

Mr. Preaident: 1 am afraid the discussion will be reopeneil into a general 
question of this indemnity clause which finds a place m many Acts 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: n.iuse 7 «. m be divided mto 
two parts The first part provides that an older made oi di emed to have 
been made under this Act, shall not be calleil in question by a court of law. 
Suppose for every quota given, two, three or four apiilications are made. If 
anybody who is dissatistiid witli the orders ot tlie ofib'er were to tile a suit m 
a couit and Jiray for an iiijunetion staling *hat he should rici ivt the quota and 
not the other person, there may be deadlock. If all these mutters .ire allowed 
to be taken to a court of law’, the actual administration may come to a stand- 
still and there may be a deadlock. It is m order to prevent this that the first 
part of clause 7 has been provided 

There is the second part An ullegut.um can be made th.it the officer 
decides a ease wionglv If th.. .m>c is <hculcd iightlv then tiicrr is no diffi- 
culty A case may be decided wrongly in one of two ways .'itlier the officer 
acts with due care .nid attention or he does not If he .lets vvilh cine care and 
attention that is in good faith, then that officer is protected. Hut if the offi- 
cer has not acted with due caiv .uid altcldioii, a suit can still be filed against 
him m spite of the provisions of clause 7 in a court of l.w, .lud the court be- 
fore which this suit is filed shall have to .Ictcrmmc the question whether the 
officer has acted in good faith or not. If the act is done in gcxid faith bv the 
officer, the court will say that it has got no juiisdictiou 

Mr. Sasaoka Sekbar Sanyal (Presidency Division. Non-Mubammadan Itural): 
If I may interrupt the Honouralde Member for a minute, Sir, as yon yourself 
said that the ‘courts’ jurisdiction is not exducled he is making the >ame plea. 
I want clarification on this point suppose an older has been made m bad faith. 
If you think that the court will go mto that question, then wliy do you want 
the fii'st part of the section “No older will be called in question in any court”? 
If at nil yon give anything by the nglit hand you at once take it away by the 
left hand. 

The AoaOarabls Mr. 1. I. Chundrigar: ll a suit is filed for ihminges against 
an officer and it is proved that the olfiecr has not acted m good faith, even 
under thq provisions of this clause, a suit will be taken cognizance of. 

Mr. SMaoka Sekhar Sanyal: It is entirely wrong 

Mr. Presldant: Order, order. 

The Bomonrabie Mr. I. I. Chundrigar: That is the meaning of the words 
used here "against any person for anything in good faith done or mtraded to 
be done under this Act”. If it is not done in good faith then he would still be 
liable, whereas if it is done in good faith he is not liable. 

Lastly I may mention this. My Honourable friend Mr. Bhargava refer- 
ted to ime question of corruption and he mentioned that there are so many 
allegations made in the lobbies. I appeal to him once again as I have done 
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^Mi. 1 1 ('liumhigiir J 
in the past— win not l)Miig tliose mstaiicos to iny notice when 1 actually pro- 
mise tli.it .11(1011 will t.ike in the matter’’ Wliat is> the use of making these 
nlleg.ilioiis ai the lohhies and not putting the matters bctore officers or the 
.Meinheis ot ( io\ erniiji nt wJio will tsike .letioii in the matter? I 
* “ iliink it IS \ei> imf.iit — to make ^agiie .'iHegattoiis williout bringing 

Iciiwar.l .ui,\ inst.inees ( liiteri iiptioii) If the Act is to he woiked, th'S danse 
IS \ep\ lU'Cess.iiN .Old 1 think ilr Alxliil (Ihani Kliaii put the matter tereely 
hut to the point ih.it it Mill want the officers to adiiii Ulster the Act efficiently 
you must indemnily them .ind give them protection if they act in good faith, 

otlleiwise work will he lin|ios-,|hie 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: M.-n 1 say one woid? We ha\e heard the 
.irginnents We h.i\e not heen convinced. Take tlie luliicc of the Ad\o- 
c.ite (hiH i.d .isking hiiu to il.mh the legal position, .ss, in cases of bad faith, 
iv.dh theie will he no .tclion .n.nlahlc 

Mr. President: ft w not in\ function to advise the (lovermnent, nor is it 
to iMinvince (lie 1 lononi .tide Meinhei lint 1 do see .is .1 hiwer, subject, of course, 
to in\ heiiig niist.ikeii lli.it the \ lew wliieli the lloiionrahle IMcmhcr has taken 
JS ,1 niisiiikcn oil" He is i oiiloiiiidiiig the (imdity o( an order with the pro 
(ection to he gi\oii to ,in oflieei Though under the first jiart, tile order will 
1 ,• tiii.il by not being ch.illenged, in tlie coiiil, it the order is m bad faithi’ the 
offieei will' not get pioleetion lioin d.iniages to the jiersoii against whom'ihat 
s iii.ide It is all a ((iiestion ol interprel.ition 1 do not think I can coii- 
vnu'i' iitu Ifoiionr.ihle Areniher ot tins Honsp to take a \U‘W with which he is 
iiol nil lined to .igiee fioin the heginiiing. 1. will now put the clauses to the 
TTonse 

Mr. Sasarka Sekhar Sanyal: Th.it. is mv misfortune Clause 7 may he 
put sepal iitelv 

Mr. President; The <iiiestion is 
I'liat I l.inspR 4, 5 and 6 star.d pait of tlie Ttill ’ 

Till' motion was adopted 
Cl, rises 4 and 0 were .aided to the Bill 
Mr. President; The qiiestion is 
‘•'Ili.if danse 7 st.uid pait of the Pill” 

The motion was .idopted 
Clause 7 was added to tlie Bill. 

Mr. 0. P. Lawson; Sir, I move: 

“That in sub-clauRe (5) of rUuse I of the Bill, for the wordi “a period of three yeeit 
only’, the following be substituted, namely : 

‘a period of one year, provided that the Central Government may by notification in 
the oflirial Ga/ielte direct that it shall remain m force for a further period not 
exceeding two years’. ” 

The only difference between myself and a number of Honourable Members 
0)1 my left is that while I have proposed a number of amendments and have 
put. them, they have proposed a number of amendments and have not put 
them Another slight difference is that whereas they have criticised the 
Bill very severly in a number of cases they have not carried this criticism into 
effect. 

[At this stage Mr President vacated the Chair, which was then occupied by 
Mr Deputy President (Khan Mohammad Yamin Klian).] 

The only thing that now remains is to see whether we cannot make the 
duration of this Bill rather shorter. .The Bill to my mind ia unsatisfactory. 
It includes a number of lacunae which to my mind constitute bad legislation. 
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It- is true that the Honourable the Commerce Member will always come for- 
ward with the argument— “Gun you imagine that an officer will misapply this 
legislation. Burely yon don’t think that a responsible officer will misapply 
this law 

Tliis is an argunieut which permits this House to pass inefficient legisla- 
tion in the hope that the officers of the various services in this country will 
interpret it m the proper w'ay. The Commerce Member has frequently agreed 
that in certain instances he will issue certain instructions. In certain ins- 
tances he has laid dowm how this Bill will be applied T am gratefid to him 
for doing that but I arn bound to point out that the mere fact that it is neces- 
sarv for him to do this show-^s that certain portions of th(. Act should be cap- 
able of improvement. 

Now-, Sir, I want to carry on the argument for and against the extension 
of the time The Honourable the Commerce Member has said before that 
if the need for this Bill disappears, the clauses of the Bill will not be applied. 
In other words, if after one year he finds no need to apply any of these restrio- 
tion.s, the Bill will become a dead-letter because it will not be used That, 
if he will forgive me for saying so, is a specious argument. In my opinion 
and ill the opinion, I think, of a lot of Honomable Members of this House the 
fact that controls exist means that controls will be exercised. I wnn’t labour 
that point hut will merely suggest that the amendment which T have put for- 
ward gives Government all tlie powers they have under the present Bill but 
makes it necessary for them to review the situation at the end of one year If 
my •amendment is not accepted, there is no need to review the situation at all. 
They can go straight ahead, leave the Bill as it is, have restrictions, here and 
restrictions there, which may be restrictions to deal with the exception rather 
than restrictions to deal with a broad nocessitv That is what T am afra-d of. 
If the Commerce Member •will again permit me, I think in defending his attitude 
regarding certa'n of the amendments that have been put up today, ho has 
quoted exceptions rather than general reasons why he cannot accept these 
amendments He said, “Supposing we have to stop South Africa sending 
goods to this country, or supposing we have to stop the Hutch sending goods 
to Tiidouosia’ . — th.Tt I suggest, is legislating for the exception and not legis- 
lating for a general need That is why. Sir, T suggest that the period of this 
Bill should be reduced in accordance with mv amendment The amendment 
will not necessarily alter the fact that these provisions will be in force, for three 
years. The Government w’ll have the option under this amendment at the 
end of one year to say that the terms must go on for some time longer. But 
T do ensure bv my amendment that the matter will ho carefully considered at 
the end of one year and that. Sir, is the lest that I can do after a somewhat un- 
compromising attitude on the part of the Commerce Member, an attitude 
which, I must say, he has maintained with peculiar success for two days 

Mr. Deputy President: Amendment moved. 

“That in sub G.auae (3' of danae I of the Bill, for the word* 'a period of three yean 
oHlv*, the Tollowmcf be MibRtituted. nainelv 

'll period of one year, provided that the Tentral Government may bv notifiraTion in 
the oflFii’ial (la'pUe dir**ct that, it "hjll roniani in foice fer a fuithoi not 

exceedincc two ^ears* '* 

Mr. Mauu Subedar (Indian Merchanls’ Cham-her and Biire.'ur Indian Com- 
merced: Sir, I regret I am under the necessity of having to disapprove of the 
ameudTT.on+ put, forward h\ mv Honourable friend Mr Law’son. In putting 
forward this -amendment he savs that all that he wants is that the Government 
should oousMer it at the end of one vear Tf he were to put forward the ides 
thaf ■^his matW must be brought to this House and the sanction of this House 
should be taken after one vear to the cont’nuance of these laws, he would have 
greater sympathy from some of us. because then he would he enforcing the 
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[Mr. Munu Subedar.] 
principle that this Govemmoiit is acting imdLi (ho authority which it derives 
from this House and is not afraid to brmg in as often as you like the authority 
which they want to exercise for being eonfirniod by this House. But that 
is not his amendment. All he says is th.at Government should consider it at 
the end of one year and if, after consideration, they thought it necessary they 
should say that the operation of this measure should be extended Cur two 
years. Now, Sn, that pre-suppoaes that this Government wiU act in a parti- 
cular mamier I am sorry there was a slight rnisimderstaaiding yesterady 
and my friends thought that X was putting a wrong interpretation But 1 
have no desne whatsoever to luisinterjiret the x ievis which they have But 
(taking logically and properly what is suggested hero is this, that tins Govern- 
ment must consider at the end of one year, I am sure it is not implied by 
my Honourable friend, but is it implied, may I ask, whether this Government 
will continue these powers oven if there ix no necessity for them and even if 
they are satisfied that no longer a situation exists ulicn the exercise of these 
powers will be necessary? Is it implied that this Government will not con- 
sider it of their own accord if they were not tied down by the letter of the law 
of this House? T feel that this implies a I’crtam amount of faith in the wis- 
dom and the desire for doing the lawful and the proper things on the part of 
this Government 

Now, Sir, taking the situation of the world is it is we arc m the tlnrd year 
after the war. Tt is frequently said in this House “fs the situation m the 
world improved'^ Are we anywdiere nearer normal times*'” Can anybody 
prophesy with any confidence the happenings of either political or economic 
or international issues in the next twelve months’ Is it not a fact that in 
some parts of the w'orld people are already talking about the third war? The 
more timid ones see, as the outcome of wdmt is happening in the world, that 
the third war is no far off. Apart, from the third w.ir i.he international wratig- 
lings, the famines, the difficulties of production, the labour trouble, strikes, the 
riots, the unsettlement and the infl.ation w'hich in oiir country is a verv serioua 
problem, the expectation that economic matters will be sufficiently settled in the 
course of the next twelve months is not likelr to he there T believe that 
the occasions for exercising stricter controls will gradually abate and I am sure 
the Honourable Commerce Member will give an assurauce to this House that 
as and when they abate, powers will not he unduly exercised and that risk 
will be taken even m ordinnrv Iradling matters to err on the side of non-cxcr- 
cise rather than of exercise But, Sir, taking the, international situation, the 
exchange situation the shipping situation and the efforts made bv hostile 
nationals and hostile groups to tiw and pass on i nick on this coniitrv, there 
may be people in this wwld who will think that this countiv is free ns a new- 
country and the administrations there do not know and therefore they shall be 
able to get over us Supposing there are cITorts of fins kind, i-mist not nhis 
Government have adequate powers to deal with the situation as and when it 
arises? Will it not arise after tw'eUe months’ Tt they thought that it was 
necessary to continue these powers it would not be possible for them to do so 
under Mr. Lawson’s amendment This shows a certain amount of distrust of 
this Government. T trust’ this House will not accept this amendment 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Ghundiigar: The reply on the amendment has 
been given by Mr. Subedar and I have very little to add T mentioned this 
point during the general discussion of this Bill. I then stated that several 
orders are ^ing reconsidered every forfini^t or sometimes even every week 
and the position relating fo each commodify on the export and import side 
comes up for reyiew either on some occasion or another before the department 
■When it is found that it is no longer necessary to impose any control then the 
eontrol is withdrawn. I also told the House that even when control is with- 
drawn, S''*- ’■*, becomes necessary to reimpose it. Therefore it is not 
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p6ssible to say how long these powers will be necessary and therefore it is pro- 
vided that the life of the Bill shall be three-yeara. Bub that does not mean that 
every order issued under this Act, when it becomes law, will be valid for three 
yeara and that it will not be withdrawn during that period if circumstanees 
justify it. 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is; 

“'Tlinl 111 sub-daui'e (3) of clause 1 of tlie Bill, for the words “a period of tliree ve-ars 
only’, the following be subatituted, namely • 

‘a period of one year, provided that the Central Clovernment may by notiflcation in. 
the official Qasette direct that it shall remain in foiM for a further period >ot 
exceeding two years' ’’ 

Tlio motion wii'i npgstivcd 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

“That clause 1 stand part of the Bill.” 

Tlie motion was .adopted 

Clause 1 IV iw added to the Bill 

The Title and the Preamble weie added to the Bill 

The HonOiurable Mr, I. I. Ohundrigar: Sir, 1 move: 

“Thai the Bill, as amended, be passed ’* 

Mr. Deputy President: Motion moved: 

“That Uie Bill, as amended, be passed.” 

Shn Sri Prakasa: Sir, 1 should like to offer on ray own behalf as well as rm- 
behalf of the House, our congartulations to the Honourable the Commerce 
Member for having so successfully piloted the Bill through the House. I 
should also like to offer him my thanks, and I am sure I voice the feelings of 
all sections of tho House when I say this, for the great courtesy and patience 
with which he has listened to us .all and in his own way tried to meet our point 
of view Sir, this Bill looked an apparently innocent one and it was certainly 
a smsdl one, bub it has kept us busy for a long time in the House discussing its 
provisions and it almost brought us to a situation with which we seemed to 
have been faced when the Defence of India Act itself was being discussed. 
But for the fact and patience of the Honourable Member, we might not have 
seen the end of the Bill even today. 

When, however, the Honourable Member makes his final speech before the 
Bill is enacted into haw, I should like him kindly to meet the two points 
raised by me in i.lie course of the debate, namely what steps will he take to 
prevent monopolies (An honovrahle member- And corruption) I will not dilate 
on corruption, because it is an ugly word and I am assured by the Honourable 
Member that nothing of the sort exists. But 1 am against monopolies and 
I should be glnd to be assured by the Honourable Member that under his 
scheme, no monopolies would be created and that trade would be allowed to 
regain its natural channels and that proper men will be in proper place with- 
out being hectored or bullied by those in governmental authority. The other 
small question which also I was trying to press and the reply to which I could 
not catch, if my Honourable friend gave it, is what would happen to the goods 
that would be confiscated by him that have been clandestinely brought or 
illegally attempted to be brought into the country. What is going to happen to 
those goods? That is what we want to Imow. I do not want that unnecessary 
hardship should be inflicted on any one. tiiough of course we do not want any 
goods from Soutli Africa Would the Honomrable Member be prepared to issue 
elaborate instructions to officials so that they may exercise proper discretion 
about controls or in permitting persons to pay fines in lieu of confiscation? 
■We are nob overfond of officials In tiie land.' That is an unfortunate thing. 
But it is there. So long as that feeling eidsts, it is up to the Ctovemment 
so to act that no legitimate cause may arise for such, feelings to persist. I 
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hope, Sir, tluif. undi'i (he -vinimthelie niaiugtnieiit of the depiu'tineiit by the 
HonouiAble Meiuher. all ils evilh will be eliiiim.it^'d and only tbo good will 
remain. 

Dr. Zi& XJddin Ahmad: S.u, I w.mted to Imve a^ontml over bpeeehes as wolf, 
I will take only a li-\v mnmtet. Aly Honourable tiiend Sbii Sn Prakaea jiointed 
out hie difficulf'es, the diffieulties of monopoly. 1 pointed out in the beginiimg 
that then were three enemies to our trade, first conibmes, second monopoly 
and third lioardiiig So m older to have fiec ti.ide our Govemmeut have 
to fnee all those diffii nine- f am sure the tlonoiiruble Member would nsti 
to the oceasion .ind i.iee all tbo difheidties wliirli aie enemies to free trade 
I see nn If.inoin.ibJe Irieiid Prof Rnnga is not here 1 reserve for some other 
oeenslnii when he will be ])iesent, to offer nty lenuuks regarding his point. I 
do not like to say iinvthing m the absence of the Honourable Member. *I 
might take (ho oeea.sion ot the fi’inanee 11111 to sav something about his speech 
delivered in eouneetion with clause 7 of the Bill The next thing is that 
though I do not like controls, but when once joit accept this unpleasant 
principle, then the consequences which follow sliould also be accepted. You 
cannot si.irt with the idea that no control is neiessarv and then afterwards 
have leenuise to things in which contiol n.av become difficult I sTiould like 
to pul the entile lesponsibility on Government Tf control is to be accepted 
then I would not like any non-official sharing that responsibility in this parti- 

ewdar e isf fn fb.ii e.,-,, q will become \\in-,c | .uii i|Uit(' certain that th* 

Honourable Member would not only look aftn the diffioult'es mentioned 
Shri Sri Prak.sa, namely the difficulties of monopolies hut will also 
see that a few persona should not join togethei and form a combine. We 
h.ue in the eonutn a ring of businessmen so Uiat tlu‘ whole thing is really 
kept moviiig aboui within that particular ling Thev all run it m different 
names, but they all form one particular ring, one combine This also should 
be faced One class of people should not set up groups and should not have 
the entire monopoly of lincence or perniils to export and import these articles 
The next thing is about honrdhig Tbev should not be allowed to get suffi- 
ciently largo quantities bv import so that they will have opportunity to hoard 
and sell at a time when there is a dearth of such articles in market, at a high 
price If these three enemies are properly checked, then I am sure that 
the Bill will not have the same unpleasantness as may be expected Unplea- 
santness there must be in control, that is luiavoidnble If these three 
things arc properly checked and properly supervised, perhaps the unpleasant- 
ness will be mitigated to some extent 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: SV. the Coimuercc Member has been rightly 
congratulated on the very sporting spirit with which he met the criticisms on 
the different provisions of this Bill I also expect him to be sportsmanlike 
in the matter of the views offered in regard to clause 7 He must have noti- 
ced that there was very strong difference of opinion 1 do not claim that 
the views we expressed were infallible .and T hope he also will not claim thaf 
his own views are infallible It is a matter that has to be investigated After 
all it is not a matter of mere teebnical interpretation of the law hut of putting 
a premium on dishonesty of officials Merely saying thaf officials ,ire not dis- 
honest will not make them honest At the same time 1 believe (hat there 
should be some protection given to officials against fuvolou.s prosecutions and 
accusations But the way in which the clause has been worded practically 
■erves as a steel helmet for all dishonest officials Unfortunately the Honour- 
able President is not here just now, he offered his own opinion and that was 
very much to the advantage of the Commerce Member. But nov? that the 
Bill is being passed with the inclusion of clause 7. I would reouest the Honour- 
able Member to have the matter examined by the prooer authorities If he 
is reassured in the position that his view is correct, we shall be glad to be 
told that we are wrong But if he finds that there are some loopholes for 
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^lislioiiesi otHdalh to osciijjc lie should take tbe earliebt opportunity to coma 
bcioic tile iloubc tor iiuviug »ucii iiiotiiticutioiib us arc called tor. Ju the 
iru'aiitniic tic hliould iii.iko ii- very cJeui to the aepaitniciit aiici tlic othciais 
tli.il tjoM'iniiiciit 8 imciiUua hj not to sim- iiny piotcutiuii m cases ot manliest 
had l.iitli, and that it Mich car,fs aic tcuiid to liavi- u<i lined the jieoiile vviU 
he dealt wilIi jiiuperiy liven lod ly in .spite ol file long lope- given to olli- 
eials liy virtue oi the iteleue'e ot iiuliu Hides vve li.ive seen some eases m 
Jteiigal wlii're aoiiie ol the highest oHiceru, oHieers who vvcie supposed to be 
Jiicuiu:]uible 111 the pievious il.iys, weie toiind to line goia- to tlie depths 
ol degr.idatioii , and some such eases saw the light ot d.iy Slid il Oovern- 
nieiit at that tune (onid noL bring to ho.ik a huge iiiinihei ol sucli oflicials 
it was bee.iiisL at a tune when tlie eininio was totteiiiig tioveiiiiiieiit did not 
eure wliethei ollicas weie honest oi dishoiie.st but weie iiiteiested meiely m 
wiiumig tlie wai Tliereloie the bulk of dishonest olliiials went siot-liee, and 
it was only some dishonest people who on aecount ot a soniewh.il sinalliu stock 
ol mtelligeiue in tlieni exposed themselves Jliit tins < iov ei iiiiu iit should 
be eidiiely difleient. and 1 liope il will be Jiossible loi the ('oiiiiia 1 1 .Member 
to give an assurance to this House, and Ihiough this lloiise to the jieople outside 
and to the otlieiiils concerned that jnsf as bona-fides will be protei ti d sunilnly 
any tiling wioiig will bo attacked by .ill possible means 

The Honourable Mr. 1, I. Ohundrijar: fifir, 1 tli.mk mv Honourable 
Iriciids Ml vMi I’r.ik.isa and Mr. tSanyul tor the compliment tliev paid to me. 

1 ( an assiii'e them tliat one ol the lirst mijiiiiies which 1 made oil taking charge 
ot the ('omiiiene Depaitment vv.is whether there weie .my monopolies There 
aie ho monopolies in the (.'oiumeiee Di'jiaitmeiit and in future also none will 
he .illowed to ill. ereaUd That is an .issiirauee winch 1 c.ni unreservedly 
give to my Hoiionrahle triend Mr Sri I’rak.isa 

On the seioiid point mentioned hy liim i.< , what ts to happen to the goods 
eoiihsealeil loi a hreaeh ot the provisions of the Se.i Cusloiiis .Vi I oi this new 
Jaw, the answer is very plain It eerlam goods ai© oideied to be eoiifiseated 
to (hnernmeut, they heeome the propciiv ot < lovei iinieiit and (loveimueiit 
can utilise them m any manner that thev tlunk best They might m par- 
fieiilivr cases dispose them off in the (onntry, in others Hiey in ly' take another 
view Hiid ask them to be taken buck to some other ))l.it e oi they may p.iss 
any other smtablc older for their disposal But once the uoods are ordered 
to be e-ontiscated, they cense to be tbe property of tbe imiioitev and Cioveru- 
iiu'id hecoine the owner of the goods and they can p.iss sindi ordeis as they 
think piopei, looking to the circumstances and to the use vvimli cnii hi‘ made 
-of tlie goods 

Then mv Honourable friend Mr. Sanyal icfcried again to Ins views about 
the interpretation of clause 7. From my little practice at the bar — and .also 
aceording to the Honourable President who w'as an eminent menibei of the 
Ahmedabad bar — I can assure him that vve feel that our reading is correct 
lint lor ills saiisfaelion, and not for mine, I am prepared to have the case re- 
examined 

'L'hen lie said that honest officers should be piotected and elnuse 7 should 
rightlv give them protection in cases in which they have seted m good faith, 
namely, with due care and caution; hut in othi-r « uses tlieie should he no 
protection 1 am prepared to make a public declaration m this House that 
-anv officer in the Commerce Department who is found to bo corrupt shall 
not he spared and that strong action will be taken against him. 

I feel. Sir, that this legislation is very necessary at the present moment 
when due the be combination of several factors we ar© in a stage of transition 
from war time economy to peace time economy. And without the powers 
which this Bin purports to confer on Government it will be impossible to main- 
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tain the economy of the country. These powers are essential and Qovemnienjj 
will take every care to see that the powers are not abused. 

Mr. Deputy President; The question is 

“That, the Bill, js .miended be pasaod.” 

The motion w.w adopted. 

DELHI .VXD AJMEK-MERWALA RENT CONTROL BILL 

M. B.K. Gokhale: (Govoruiuent ot indm. Noniuiated Otiiciul): Sir, I move: 

' That tlio Will to make better pioMaion lor the Loutiul ot i-enla in loitam arena m the 
piotintea ot Lelhi and AjmeiOiIeiwaia, aa lopoiteil bj the .Select Committee, be taken 

•Sir, 1 should like to take this opportunity to thank all the Honourable 
Ml Jiibcis ol this House who served on the Select CoiiimUtee and who laboured 
VC')’ lull'd and considerably iiiiprotod tbo Bill. The Select Coimnittee sat on a 
laige iiuinbei of occasions and both while we were sitting in Committee and 
while we were outside, they must have been inundated witli nuiueious lepreseii- 
tutiuu^ Jioui .I’l qu.uteis, 1 think it was \eiy biavo ot them to go tluough that 
oideal and m.ike all the lusoful uineiidiiieuts which aio now before the House. 

Sir, i would now like to explain a lew of the irnpoit.iiit (.hniiges which have 
been made m the Select Committee. But before doing so, 1 would like to refei 
to the caidinal point on which I laid s(ic',.s when jolciimg this Bill to the 
Select Coninnttee, that nothing that we did here should m any way discourage 
puvate liouse budding activities, because tli.it .ittci all ih the real solution to tbs 
pioliliiii oi .luutc sboitagc of lioasing in Delhi It is not rent control which 
IS going to provide the solution, rent lontrol is only .i palliative, a tetnporarj 
measure; the real and ultimate solution is puvnto house building activity. Sc 
perhaps 1 had better begin by explaining what we Iiave done on this point 
The Select Cominitte has in.ide it peifoctly clear that nothing in this Bill shal 
apply to .iiiy premises the coustniction of which is completed alter the 
coniiiieiicenieiii, ot this Act, t e any bmlding"- which will hi- i-oinjiletcd heicaftei 
will he entirej}" exempt fioni any of the provisions ol this ActT whether as regards 
the amount of rent to be charged or as regards eviction of tenants or on any 
other question The relationship of landlord and tenant as regards these new 
building will bo solely governed by the oidiiiary law of the land 

Sri S. T. Adltyaa (Madura and Ramnad < um Tmevelly. Non-krulianiinadur 
Runil) I'nless another Bill is introduecd. 

Mr. B. K. €k>khale; Sir, I cannot voiieho whether -uiy sncli Bill will be 
introduced, but the present intention is that nothing in this Act should alfec 
new buddings 

Another method by which wo have hel2)ed to a certain extent in providiiq 
inceutive to private building activities is by certain amendments to clause 1( 
by which any vacant sites whether attached to residential buildings or ti 
. non-residential buildings will be made available for private building activities 

There is still another way m which I feel that we have encouraged pri 
vate budding activities; and that is by steering a middle course between thi 
conflicting interests of landlords and tenants, by trying to be fair to all con 
eerned and by not taking unfair advantage of the situation. We do no 
want the landlords to feel that this is an expropriatory measure by whicl 
they are being penalized and that possibly after another few years there ma- 
be another Bill, as my Honourable friend apprehends, by which building 
which have now been excluded from the scope of rent control will be agaii 
brought under rent control and landlords will be penalized for all the bull 
dings which they put up hereafter. Requisitioning is bad whether it i 
for Government or on behalf of tenants or sub-tenants, and that is reall 
what we are up against — we are considering requisitioning not for Govern 
Inent but for tenants and sub-tenants — and therefore it is very necessary tha 
we should steer a middle course and see that the landlords do not feel tha 
-they have been unduly penalized. That Sir, I feel is our biggest eontribn 
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lion to enoouragement of private buildinga. I would like to emphasia that 
the Bill Bhouid be judged aa a whole agomst this background. 

I will now go on to some other pomts. The most important, o£ coarse, 
IS the question of rent. The origmal Bill proposed an increase of 38^ per 
cent, on the previous rent and a further increase of 26 per cent, yi tne case 
of busmess premises. The idea was that landlords should get something 
substantial in return for all the controls which were going to be placed on 
their other activities. The Select Committee has fully appreciated this 
point of view, but has improved on the previous ad hoc decision, so to speak, 
by providing a graded increase in rent. They have kept in view cases of 
poor tenants who are paying a very low rent, and who also deseive protection. 
From that point of view and also keeping in mind the mcieasc iii the cost of 
maintenance, repairs and other charges, the Select Committee has given a 
graded increase m rent, beginning from 2 annas in the lUpee where the rent 
IS up to and below Ks. 25 a month; As. -/2/6 per rupee for rent between Us. 
25 — its 60, 3 annas m the rupee between its. 60 — its 100, and 4 annus m 
the rupee where the monthly rent is over Es. 100. All this is for residential 
premises i'or non-residential premises, the increase is twice this amount 
The increase is over the rent as it existed m 1039 — that was a point which 
was very prominently brought out in this House that the basic rent should be 
not the rent as it existed m Kovember 1946 but as it existed in 1039 — aiid- the 
Select Committee has accepted that point and given increased rates over 
that basic period or over the rent as may have been fixed by the Controller, 
as the case may be. But again we made one very material alteration, and 
that 18 that rent which was lixed for the first time utter the 2nd June 1044 
would remain exactly the same as before. There will be no inoreuse on that 
lent. The idea behind this is that conditions hud changed by the 2nd June 
1944. J'he housing problem had already become acute .md buildings which 
were let out for the first time after June 1044 must have been let out at a 
higher rent, and therefore there is no justification for any further increase on 
the rein fixed after, June 1944 This is with regard to Delhi 

Now, Sir, I come to Ajuier-Merw'ara. I have seen some criticism m some 
quarters that the graded increase m rent for Ajme'*-Merw nra is sliglitly higher 
than for Delhi. For that proposition, there is no justification whatsoever. 
The graded increase m rent for Ajrner-Merwara is slightly lower in the lower 
cattgoiies I’oi' instance, up to Ks 25, the increase in rent m Ajnier-Mer- 
wara is only IJ anna in the rupee ag.mist 2 annas m Delhi, between l?s 25 — 
Hs 50 the increased rate in Ajmer-Merwara is 2 annas in the rupee against 
As. -/2/6 in Delhi. On other points, there is no difference in the in.uiner 
in which \ve have treated Delhi and the manner m which we have treated 
Ajmer-Merwara. We were told in this House that the Ajmer-Merwara Con- 
trol 'Order which was issued in November 1946 had given general satisfaction, 
and that there were no complaints against that order. The Select Com- 
mittee very rightly decided that we should embody in this Bill the percen- 
tages as laid down in that Order, of course with slight niodifications. I 
hope that this decision will give general satisfaction. 

1 now come to the next important question, or rather the most important 
(juestKn judging from ihe number of amendments which have been tabled 
in this House — I mean the question of eviction. Here a large number of 
amendments w'as made in the Select Committee, and I have no doubt that 
the matter will again be vehemently discussed on the floor of this House and 
[ expect that a few more improvements and modifications might be made 
The position of Government, as I explained on the very first day when I 
moved for reference to Select Committee, was that they were only committed 
to the principle of rent control, but would be guided on all other matters by 
the wishes of the Select Committee and the wishes of the House. That posi- 
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tioii still remains the same. Now on this question of eviction, the main point 
which engaged our attention was of course the question of sub-lettmg. Should 
we stick m llie letter oi the law and make a large number of people who uve 
at present living in Belhi homeless? Should we drive out all these people 
and It, tie tlu‘111 eitliei to quit Delhi or gOL and stay under trees or make some 
other banilobasti The Select Committee rightly decided that so far as sub- 
letting was concerned, whatever had happened so far should be validated 
that nobody who had taken a sub-lease of residential premises should be evic- 
led, ubellier the landlord hud agreed to the sub-lease or whether he had not 
We decided that this Bill should definitely say that nobody should be evicted 
from residential premises As a necessary corollary, fhe Select Committee 
has made certain amendments by which in all such oases, the landlord will 
be able to get a slight recompense iii the shape of extra rent The Select 
('omini+lec has i ecominended that the landlord should be, allowed to get in- 
creased rent for the poitions sub-let, at the rate of two annas m the rupee 
and I think that is a \eiy fair solution of this ver> difficult problem 

The question of giving protection to the sub-tenant as against the tenant 
naturally cropped up and the Select Committee decided that where the sub- 
tenant is being charged extoitionate rent, that rent must be reduced. They 
have laid down that the tenant may only charge the sub-tenant 25 per cenl 
more than what he is paying to the landlord for the portion sub-let. This 
really means that the sub-tenant has now been given a double protection. He 
18 not going to be liable for eviction and his rent will be limited to 26 per cent 
over and above the rent which the tenant is paying for the portion which has 
been sub-let Out of this 26 per cent of course, half goes to the landlord and 
half goes to the tenant That, I think. Sir, is a very fair solution. 

Now, having validated sub-leases up to date, the next two questions were 
What shall wo do about people who had parted with the entire building, or 
the entire premises i e.. sub-let or transferred the entire tenancy? There the 
Committee decided that no such cases should be recognised' that where the 
entire tenancy has changed hands, the Uinant should be evicted. The sam* 
decision was icitchod as regards the future' that in future no sub-letting 
should be allowed except with the consent of the landlord, 

I will not go into future details on this point There are only live 
111 mutes left and f wish to finish rnv opening remarks today so that we may 
get on quickly with this Bill 

J would iieM like to riuntion one other provision namely, the piovision for 
repairs There have been numerous complaints that landlords bav6 been- 
neglecting repair.s and that many buildings are now in a very insanitary con- 
dition' they are almost unmbabitable. We have included a provision by 
which the responsibility for repairs is laid fairly and squarely on the landlord 
And there is also a provision that if the landlord neglects these repairs, a 
tenant can himself cause the repairs to be effected and deduct from the rent 
payable to the landlord on amount not exceeding one month’s rent in any par- 
ticular year. 

The clause about penalties has also ben tightened up There whs a 
persistent demand in this House for provision of imprisonment and the 
demand lias teen met. The Honourable Members will no doubt be glad to see 
that the Select Committee has tightened up this clause and considerably 
enhanced the penalties which could be imposed And rightly enough we have 
not limited these penalties to landlords. The penalty clause is all-embracing 
and ineliides landlords and tenants who take pugree or any illegal rents or 
exactions It also includes tenants who want to be bribed for relinquishing 
their tenancies. Even that evil we have tried to meet as far as possible. 
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Next we come to the question of litigation. The originsl provision was for 
reference to Civil Court The Select Committee felt that that would be foe 
dilatory and as this is a temporary measure, it was better to provide a move 
expeditious method of dealing with cases ansing under this Act The Sefoet 
Committee has therefore decided that all suits and anything else arising out 
of this Act, should be dealt with by a Court of Small Causes. I hope 
there may bC no difficulty m having the necessary numher of Bmail Cause 
Court Judges m Delhi and Ajmere-Merwara and that the procedure now pro- 
posed will be found satisfactory’ und expeditious bj all concerned I must 
confess that I feel very diflSdenfc about the absence ot any provision for appeal, 
particularly in respect of eviction cases But 1 notice that there is de&iimy 
an amendment for provision of appeal to the Distnet Judge particularly in 
all oa^'ea of eviction, and 1 hope when this amendment eoiries up before' 
flouse, it will probably be accepted by all concerned 

I'lie (>ni\ (itber point to which I lift’d iffor is the much debated clause 11 
undei which '(Joveniment wanted power to take leases of vacant premises . . 

Mr. Deputy President: The Honourable Member may continue his ■peeeh 
to- morrow 

INCOME-TAX AND EXCESS PROFITS TAX (AMENDMENT) BILL 
[PRESENTATION OF THE REPORT OF SELECT COMMITOE ] 

Mr. Deputy Preflident: The Fmance Member will now present his Baleei 
Committee report as promised in the morning. 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan (Finance Member); Kr, I bag 
te present the Report of the Select Committee on the Bill further to amend 
the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922, and the Excess Profits Tax Act, 194$). 

The Assembly then adiourned till Eleven of the Clock on Thursday, tbs 
aoth March, 1047. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Tharaday, mh March" IQil 


The Assejnbly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at Eleven 
oi ihe ('lock, All I’lfhicleiit (The 1 lonoiir.ible .Mr (i V Mavalnnlcar; in the 
Chnir. 

f^TAJUlEl) QUESTIONS AM) ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 
iNUiAN Tboop.s in Japan 

1058, *Mr. Manu Suhedar: (al Will the Seeiotaiv of the IK fence Depart- . 
iiient ple.ibu .blate the nnmbii of rmli.in tri)i)|)s sent to T.ipan for occupution’ 

(b) Is it a fact that thc\ an- beine roealleir'* 

(e) Hfw imieh eust is hi mg ilebiteil to fiKlia iii e<innei tion wiCli tins occu|ia- 
tion''" 

(d) How does this figure, eouipaic with the amount of reparations from Japan, 
vliieh is pioposed to be given to India? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: (a) The total number of Indian troops sent to Japan as 
pint of the < )( e,upatioii Eones is 11,414 

(h) A'e.s, Sn The Coveimnent of India have decided to withdraw^ the Indian 
Oteupotion Eorces from Japan as soon as tins can be arranged m consultation 
with His Majesti 's riovernment in the United Kingdom and other Common- 
weidth Goverrniienls concerned 

(c) r w’ould invite the Honourable Member’s attention to niy mplv to part (b) 
of starred question No. 685 answered on the 27th I'cbnuuN 11U7 

(d) The amount of India’s share of reparations from Japan has not yet been 
determined 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Will my Honourable friend tell tins House what is the 
jiosition of India with reference to the Imperial Deteiice CouiKil and whether 
tile oi'iginal decision to send this contingent to Japan was not taken iudepend-' 
eiillv of the OoxcrnniLnt of India and the Ooveiiiincnt of India mevly coiuurred 

111 It'-’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja; I think I replied to this on a previous question, that the 
Government of India ivere asked w'hether they would like to participate m the, 
oiciipatioa of Japan and the Government of Indi.i, replied in the affirmative, 

• Mr.’ Manu Subedar : The Honourable the Defence Secretary has said that 
the decision of the Goieriimoiit of India to leeall tins contingent from Japan is 
there but it is now being taken in consultation with His Majesty’s Government 
find with the g.o ernments of the Dommion (onntiies 1 want to know uhiit 
1 ? the relation and to what extent Tndi.i is tied down to tins Imperial Defence 
ronncil and whether tlic recent changes in the constitution have not made any 
difference in the hold which the Imperial Defence Council has over defence 
matter^ of this countrj 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: The Diitish Commonwealth Occupation Forces are treated ^ 
as one Force for the jnirposes of occupation and obviouslv when one partj to 
the .agreement desires to withdiaw' its rontingent, it should consult the other 
parties concerned. 

Mr. Manu Subedar; 1 was not raising the issue of the recall of this particular 
contingent from Japan but 1 was raising the general issue What is the present 
position of India with reference to the Imperial Defence Council and what are 
their powers over defence matters in India which in the past ,were absolute 
Have those powers been modified? 


( 2191 ) 
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M)r. G. S. Bhaljs: 1 am afraid I am not prepared to discuss that question 
today. It does not arise out of the question under reply. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: In view of the fact that in .the Tocabuli^ of the Govern- 
ment of India “as soon as’’ may mean anything, could the Honourable Mem- 
ber fix a target date for the recall of our troops from Japan? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja; “As soon as’’ means as soon as practicable. It is diffi- 
cult to fix a date. 

Sardar Sur]li Singh Majithla: How many of the troops in Japan are Indian 
officers of the rank of Major and above? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: I am afraid I must ask for notice of that question. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Has the expense mcurred on the maintenance 
of the Indian troops m Japan any bearmg upon the right to get and also on the 
extent of the reparations that India will get from Japan? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: No direct bearing, Sir. It is the Honourable Member who 
put the question in that way and therefore I have tried to answer that it is not 
possible to indicate the extent of reparations which India is likely to receive 
irom Japan. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: Would the amount of reparations tally with the amount of 
loss actually sustained by our Nationals and would they also have some ■vindic- 
tive value? 

Mr. G. 'S. Bhalja: I am afraid I cannot give that information. Eeparations 
is not a subject which is dealt with in the Defence Department. 

Sardar Surjit Singh Hajlthia: Is it a fact that not a single battalion com- 
mander in Japan is an Indian? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja; I am afraid I have no information at the moment as to 
the number of battalions commanded by Indian officers. 

Sreejut Bohini Kumar Ohaudhori: Has any reparation been demanded from 
Japan on account of the damages done to the civihan population of Imphal and 
Kohima and the Nagas’ 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja; As I said, the Defence Department does not deal with the 
question of reparations 

Dkmoujli/ation of Indian Troops Stationed Abroad. 

1069. *Mt. Manu Subedar: (al Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment please state the steps that have been taken to increase the sjieed of 
demobilisation? 

(b) Is it a fact that demobilization has been slower with regard "to Indian 
.^iroops abroad than with regard to Indian troops in India? 

(c) Wliat is the total number of Indian troops abroad and what is the number 
. those who will be ultimately recalled and demobilised*'' 

(d) Which part of the expenditure on such troops abroad is being borne by 
>,adia and how much? 

Mr. O. S. Bhslja; (a) The Commander-m-Chief has drawn the personal 
. attention of all the Army Commanders to the necessity for demobilising by the 
Slst March 1947 every soldier who does not wish to serve after that date and 
for taking all possible action to get as near the target as possible. The progress 
of demobilisation has been kept under constant review by the Commander-in- 
Chief, the Honourable the Defence Member and the Cabinet and any tendency 
to slow down has been investigated immediately. 

(b) There is no separate demobilization scheme for troops overseas since all 
men due for demobilization are withdrawn to India and released thioagh [their 
Pegiinental Centres. The Indian Army as a ■whole will be progressively reduced 
to its interim strength. ^ 
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(c) It is not possible to give exact figures as the strength is being constantly 

reduced. It does not at the moment exceed 80,000. According to present plans 
all of them will be iilliinately recalled and uicliuled in the demobilization pro- 
gramme, ' . 

(d) No expenditure on troops abroad is borne by India except that on the 
Indian contingent of the British Commonwealth Occupational Forces in Japan. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the fact that India does not bear the charges 
for the Indian troops abroad, have Goveinnient examined the suggestion that 
surplus British troops in India may be sent abroad and Indian troops brought 
back to Indie, so that the British troops mav do the overseas duty? 

Mr, O. S. Bhalja: The disposal of surplus British troops m India is the con- 
cern of H M G m the U K 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Is not demobilisation going on also with respect to certain 
sections of the British troops in India? 

Mr. a. S. Bhalja: Demobilisation has been going on m accordance with the 
age and service group scheme' 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have Government considered whether this piocess ol 
recalling Indian troops from abroad cannot be acceleiated by accelerating the 
process of demobilisation of British troops in this country pnd thus a mutual 
convenience established’ 

Mr. a. S. Bhalja: The disposition of British troops outside India is not the 
concern of the Government of India We are only concerned with the troops, 
British and Indian, in India I do not propose to go this morning into the ques- 
tion of the withdrawal of British troops from this country because it does not 
directly arise out of this question. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will not my Honourable fiiend give us the reasons and 
causes why" Government have not considered the pioposal which I am makmg? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: Which proposal, Sir? 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Of accelerating the demobilisation of British troops in 
this country so as to secure accelerated recall of Indian troops from abroad. 

Mr. a. S. Bhalja: Indian troops abroad except m Japan are paid for by 
H M. G and are not a liability on the Government of India As regards troops 
in Japan the Government of India have already decided to withdraw them as 
soon as it possibly can be aiuuiged 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Have Government considered that Indian troops are not 
mercenaries to be used for British purposes in different parts of the world ? Even 
if they are paid for by Bntish will the Honourable Member not take into account 
the feelings which I believe all parts of the House maintain on the immediate 
recall of Indian troops? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: Exactly so. Sir. I announced only the other day the 
policy of the Government of India in regard to the withdrawal of Indian troops 
stationed in all places outside India, and I made it perfectly clear that their 
policy was to withdraw these troops from abroad as soon as possible, consistent 
with certain obligations which the Government of India have undertaken. I 
also made it perfectly clear that in no country would Indian troops be used to 
suppress any nationalist movement. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Can a date be put to these obligations which we have 
incurred during the war*’ Will it be before the end of this calendar year or the 
following calendar year? 

Mr. 0. S. Bhalja: I said, Sir, they would be withdrawn as soon as possible 
I am more optimistic than my Honourable friend seems to think. I think they 
tvon’t have t*« toniinue indefinitely — not^ven for two years. 
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Control over Kjcsbrvb Bank 

1060. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will tlm Honouiable the Finance Member 
if .ease state the nature of the control, which the Coverniiient of India exercise 
/er the Beset ve Bank, which is a jirivate enterprise controlled by shareholders 
nd their Directors? 

(h) In what manner do (lovemment make certain that public interest is 
mifeguaided and public policv, as indicated by Government, is fully adopted’ 
fc) Wlien do Govcriiincnt propose to repeal section 41 of the Eeserve Bank 
of India 4ct? 

(d) Did the Besei ve Bank eonsuit; Government at any time on the matter of 
the lar^e \olume of sterline b.ilnnces accumulated abroad? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: (a) and (b) Tn law, certain powers 
are confeired on the (leiilral Govi-rmnont by the Bescrve Bank of India Act 
whicli eiiabh' the foiinet to e\ei( ise .i t;eneral contiol over the Reserve Bank, I 
would invito tlio Honouiable Members attention m p.aiticular to Sections 8(1), 
Il(lj, 17 ;i0, ol and .78 of tli.il ,\el In pruetice, the public interest is safe- 
^m.iided thnaii;li i lose i oiisiilt itiuii and uituiite co-oper.vtiou between the 
lioservp B.mk .and the (iuvemiiu nt of India 

(c) 'I’lio iii.'itter IS under the < onsidoration of Government. 

(d) Yes 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will the Honouiable the Finance Minister tell this House 
when a Bill for tlie lepeal of Section 41, which he promised at the time of the 
Internniional Monet, ii\ Fund discussions will be brought before this House? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ah Khan: Sir, when I sav ‘active consideration' 
I mean it The Dill is under ))iopai atioii at the niomont 

Shri Sri Piakasa: Does the Honourable Member concede the position that 
the Reserve Bank is .i priv.itc enteriirise and if so aie we to take it seriously 
til it III- 'i.is eiiiriicled the piiiitiiig of money to jirivate enterprise’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Sir, I would refer the Honourable 
Membii to the Rcseive Dank Act and 1 am sure he will be able to find out 
wb.it llic position IS 

Shn Sn Prakasa: M.iy I know the Honouiable Meinoer’s opinion as to whe- 
t.hei it Is or it IS not pnv.ite enteii>ri'-e“ 

Mr. President: Questions of oinnion t.aniiot be eiitert-ained. 

Shn Sn Prakasa: T will put it tins way Is it a fact that it is not a private 
ciilerptise'’ , 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: I li.we refeired the Honourable 
Member to the Act and 1 have great regard for his mtclligenee 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: May T know whether we can put questions about the 
Reserve Bank on the floor of the House’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Sir, T have been answering questions 
about the Reserve Bank on the floor of the House 

Mr. Manu Subedar: W’^ill the IfonouiMble the Fmonee Minister tell this 
Hoiis(' h\ wliat steps , lul at what tiini lie pioposes to implement the decision of 
(iiivennniMit 1o nation. disi tin- Iu'Sei\e B.ink ot India’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ah Khan: Sir, I ba\e s.ud tbat that is the 
I'oliev, but 1 ,1111 iifiaid 1 am not in a position now to sav bow and when it will 
I’l' done 

Mr. Manu Subedar: W’lll the correspondence refen ed to in the reply to part 
(d) of the question between the Reserve Bank and the Government of India, or 
tbc gist of it, be, made avnil.ahle to the Members of this House? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: 5ir, I am sorry the correspondence 
between the Reserve Bank nnd the Government of India is confidential. 
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1061. ‘Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will tho FTonourable the Finance Member 
please state whether Government are aware "that the inflatfonary t^endcncv is 
still operating and if so, what anti-inflationary steps Government have taken ' 

(b) Have Government considered the desiiability of curtailing the amount of 
notes in circulation and, if so, how do the_\ projiose to proceed with it? 

(o) Is it n fact that the bulk of the stciling balances aie merely reserves 
against the notes issued in India? 

d) Will Government lay on the table ol the Ifouse a statement regarding 
their policy on the question of inflation and the means, which GuTermnent con- 
template for checking if’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan; (,i) and (d) 1 ha\e abcady dealt 

with this question in luv uply to the If nioiiiahlL Menihei cut inotioii on the 
13th March and would also unite attention to jiaragiaph 34 of niv hndeot speec li 

(b) Govenirhent do not consider any foiced eonti.u tioii of the notes in cut illa- 
tion a practicable or desirable step, «inec the \ohiine ot notes m euc illation iniist 
dejiend on various faetois like public ie(|uuements, teloeitv of cinmlation, 
liquidity preference of the general public for tlie tune lieing, etc Actii.illy tiien' 
has been no expansion of cuirency since June fMfl 

(c) I*t IS true that the major portion of the sti ihng hiilanees are lield at present 
in the Issue Department of the Reserve B ink 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Mm I ask whethei Gi n uiiuent will seiionsh (■xaniine 
the effect of their cheap monev jiohcy with regaid to tlie piolilem ot iiill.itioii and 
see whether such a iioliey tloes not cncouriigi' iUtlation.in teiuieiieies which it is 
their objectue to check” 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Sn, I do not agiee wiih tin- llononr- 
ahle Member that cheap money policy encourages inflation 

Shri Sri Frakasa; With i-eference to the answer to pait (d) of the question 
could the Ilonoui.ihle Member give us an idea as to the ainouiit of notes that aie 
withdrawn on an average per week .and the .amount of notes that are iiriiited ptr 
week” 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan; If the TIono 
down a question to that effect I shall he jirepared to an 

Prof. N. O. Ranga; Do these sterling balances or the 
^Rrancii yield any interest at alP 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: Yes, Sir Some p.ut of it does 

Mr. Manu Subedar: May I know w'hetlier the Hoiiourulde the Finance 
Minister has senoiisly ex.imined this question about cheap money and if not will 
he please examine it” 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Su, all these matters are under 
constant examination 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: What is the rate of mterest yielded by the sterling seemi- 
ties''’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Sir, J am afraid I am not m a posi- 
tion to reply to this question offhand 

Gbants to Peovtooial Governments. 

1062. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable the Finance Member 

please state under how many heads grants are given to Provincial (jovemments 
from Central Funds and what is cheir volume during the last three years to 
each province? 
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(b) Have Uoffniiiieiit cwisiderotl the deairabihty o£ abolishing diilerent 
heads, under which money goes from the Centre to the Provinces, and of estab- 
lishing a single workable formula for such distribution? 

(c) Whai do flovernment propose to have this question examined and brought 
upto date in view of the changes in the economic life of the cou'itry since the 
Nierneyer award was made? 

^d) Ha.s the Nehru Delegation to Australia made any report and, if so, will 
Government place ii on the table of the House? 

(e) Have Government reached any decision on this report? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: (a) A statement givinij, the informa- 
tion IS laid on the table 

(b) No, Sir Some of these grants are prescribed by law while others are 
determined with reference to the merits of the case and the requirements of the 
Provinces It will bo impossible to bring all of tlieni under a single formula or 
a single head 

(o) In view of the impending constitutional changes it is hardly appropriate to 
i^ndeitake an eiannnation at this stage. 

(d) and (e) The report of the delegation has been received only very 

recently and it is under examination. The question of laying it on the table of 
the FTouse will be considered in due course ‘ 



statement showing grants made to Provinces 
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Mr. Kanu Subedar: Will the Honourable the Finance Minister give this 
House information as to the amount of money going out to the different provinces 
in the total — it is not found m the explanatory memorandum as it is put under 
different heads Could we know how much each province received in the total 
for different purposes and under different heads? 

The Honourable Hr. Liaquat All Khan: Sir, T have got an exhaustive state- 
ment here. It gives the total for each province. I am afraid I have not got 
the whole total for all the provinces together because the questioner wanted to 
know what was the contribution made to each province. The statement is here 
and I think my Honourable friend will be able to get the information he wants. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: The point on which T desire information is clear. There 
is 4,5 crores as grant to provinces provided m the Budget m the next year In 
addition to that, T find that under different departments assistance is being given 
to jirovinces T am not objecting to the assistance being given. I want the 
information on it. 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: These are the heads under which 
assistance is being given— Police. Central Boad Fund, Civil Defence, Miscella- 
neous Expenditure connected with war, Omrits in aid to provincial govcniinents, 
customs like jute dutv, T.ixcs on Income Those aie the heads under which 
grants are given to the provinces, apart from fhe development grants that are 
given to the provinces 

Mr. Manu Subedar: On all these heads, what is the total of each province'’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: If it is desired, T will just add up and 
let the Honourable Member know 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Do the Central fioveinnienr exercise the func- 
tion of a supervising authority in the matter of expenditure"’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: Tiie schemes are sent by the Pro- 
vincial (lovernments and wc give some gi.mt to meet certain expenses coniu-tted 
with certain schemes but where we give them contribution out of income tux and 
customs duties, idc , thou of course it is for the provf.ices to spend as they like 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: After the scdicmes arc actnallv put into opera- 
tion, do the Central Oovernment check the Expenses incurred in that behalf? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: These are checked bj the Depart- 

jnents concerned 

Sree]ut Bohini Kumar Ohaudhuri: Is there also a separate head for grants 
given to different provinces out of the excise duty on jutc and betelnuf’ Will 
the distribution of the export duties on tea be ineluded in that head'’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: No share of thw vjxpv.rt duty on tea 

is given to niiy province 

Sreejut Rohinl Kumar Ohaudhuri: What about jutc and bctelnuts? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: .Tnte is given but not betelmits 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: In reply to my question, the Honourable Mem- 
ber Mild that the expenditure is checked by the Departments concerned Does 
he mean the trovermnent of India Departments or the Provincial Government 
dep.utments'’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ali Khan: The Government of India. For 
instance, if a Provincial (Toveminent wants certain grants for police, then the 
matter goes to the Home Department Whatever scheme is sent by a Provin- 
cial Government is examined 
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Powers or Requisitioning Borads. 

1063. *Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department please lay on the table of the House a statement regarding the 
policy of Government in appointing Requisitioning Boards in different parts of 
India and stating the powers of such Boards? 

(b) Are these Boards merely Advisory Boards or will their recommendations 
he given effect to by the Government of India? 

(c) What is the composition of the Board in Bombay? 

(d) Do Government propose to give this Board powers also to consider de- 
requisitioning of bungalows, ^ts and buildings still in Military occupation in 
their respective areas? 

Itr. d. S. Bhalja: (a) Advisory Boards of officials and non-officials have been 
established to scrutinise and advise Government on all questions arising from 
the continued possession by Government ot requisitioned property and acquisi- 
tion of such property 

(b) The Boards are advisory, but Government will acc on their recommenda- 
tions as far as porjSible. 

(e) I lay a statement on the table of the House 

(d) This already falls within the purview of the Boards. 

Statement 

Composition 0 / the Board at Bombay 

Chairman — Secretary, Defence Department or hii repreientative 
Member* • — 

(1) A repreaentative of the Worka, Mines and Power Department 

(2) Director General, Lands, Hirings and Disposals or his renresentative 

(3) Major General in Charge, Administration at Command or his representative 

•(4) Mana Subedar, Esq , M L A., (Central) 

(5) Sir Cowasjee Jehangir, Bart O B.E., K C I.E , M L A (Central). 

(6) The Honourable Sir Rshimtoola Chinov, (Council of Stste) 

(7) Mr Dahyabhai Patel, Chairman Standing Committee, Bombay Municipal Corpora- 

tion 

(8) Mr ,T. B Bowman, ICS. 

Rboruitmbnt and Reorganisation op Secretary op States Sbrvtobs. 

1064. •Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable thp Home Member 
please lay on the table of the House a statement regarding the recruitment and 
reorganisation of the Services now known as Secretary of State’s Services and 
Central Services with reference to the visit to India of Mr Arthur Henderson 
and his colleagues? 

(b) What is the decision reached and what will be the future of those officers 
serving m the Indian Civil Service .and the Indian Police? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) and (b) I would refer the 
Honourable Member to the replies which I gave to starred -question No 103 put 
by Professor N, G Ranga on the 6th February 1947 and to starred question 
No 197 put by Shri D. P Karmarkar on the 11th February 1947 

Loans to Provinoes fob Post-War Development. 

H066. •Seth Oovind Daa: Will the Honourable the Finance Member be 
pleased to state. 

(a) whether Government have reached a decision as to the appropriate amount 
to be allotted as a loan to the different Provinces of the country for post-war 
development purposes, if so, what is the amount; 

(b) the amounts the Provinces applied for and the amounts Government 
sanctioned or contemplate sanctioning to the Provinces; 

( 0 ) the terms and conditions Under which money is allowed to the Provinces 
and the basis on which such money is allotted to Provinces; ^ 


lAniwer to thii queition laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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(d) whether one principle will govern the allotment of money to all Provinces 

for post-war developments or whether the case of each Province will be considered 
and decided separately, and ^ 

(e) whether liovernment piopose considering the case of the Central Pro- 
vinces, Orissa and such other poorei Provinces specially tor preferential grants 
with a view to achieve iiiiifoniiity ol developniciit throughout the country''' 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Alt Khan: (a) As I inentioned in rny Budget 
Speech till' .Iinoiiut jiiovided in next ye.ii ’.s budget for loans to the Provinces for 
development piiijioses is Its ;J2 dotes This piovision is of couise distinct hom 
(lie m.iiket hoiiuumgs of the Provinces Ihtiiiselvcs 

(li) The budget piovision is b.ised on (lie cstiniates leceived from the Pro- 
viiiei.il (iov et mnciits The .ictiuil .iinoiints of the loans will be settled iii the 

(<•) If a I'loviiiei.il (i iveiniiieiit lakes .i loan tioiiT the ('(•iitie for the same 
pciiod as that foi winch the Ci ntu^ has boiiovvcvl duiiiig the vear, the late ot 
interest eliaiged to tlie Pioviiiee is about i pei cent above the effective i.itc 
paid bv the Centre on its |o m ' 

(d) and (e) The ('enti.ii Coveiniiieiit aie giving spceial considenition to the 
( laiins ol some of tlie peoim Pioviimes in the alio, atiiiii of deviloiiiiient giants, 
but thev colisidet Uni the teiiiis foi lo.in inoiiev slionld lie the same lol .ill 

Crimixal Invkstki ation Department, Delhi 

1066. *Lala Deshbandhu G-upta: Will the iroiiourahle the Holiie Meniher be 
pleased to state vvlietliei it is t.ict that the Ciiriiiiial Investigation Departrneiib 
111 Delhi is also under 'he Senior Supdiiiten<lent of Police, Delhi, and that the 
.ifl’ieers and eonstahles working in the C f 1) and the tegular Police are mter- 
vhaiigpiihle and .lie geiidallv tiansteired from one Department to the other Tf 
so, are Government aware that (lersons serving in the CM) hesitate to hrmg 
to the notice of (Toveinment acts of corruption and dereliction of duty coniinitted 
by the officers of the Police'' If so. do Government propose to considei the 
desirability of separafing the two services with .a view to irniirove the effieier w 
of the Crinunal Irn estigation Depaitnieiit^ 

The Honourable Sardar 'Vallabhbbai Patel: The answer to the fiist p.nt is ves 

As regards the second pait, it is not .i ji.iit of the duties ot the Cnmiiud 
Investigation Dejiaitiiicnt to bring to the iiotiee of the Governnient .lets ot 
corruption ,ind dereliction ot duty coiimufted hv the officeis or staff ol the Police 
Bnliery .iiul coiriiption smioiig Central Government servants ,ire dealt with Py 
tile Delhi Special Police l''.st.il)lish'iient, while ‘deielietion of duty’ on the (lail .it 
.1 paitieuliii Cioveiiiriiiuit sciv.iiit is the coiiiein of his immediate ih'partment.il 
officei 

'I’he third part does not arise 

Lala Deshbandhu Oupta: Mav I know fiom the Tlonouiuhle tMember whetlier 
he Is aware ot the faet ttiat in cert.uii ureas the regiiltii police officers snriU'tiinea 
overlook tlie activities of ceitain org.inis.itions .iiid it is the C 1 D s function to 
report lu respect of lliose uctu iticb .iiid it fails to leport for teai of lucuriuig the 
displeasure of the Police officers concerned and thus the adiniiiistratiou is 
adversely affected ''' 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabbbhai Patel: The duty ot tne v. i D is to 

repoit to (lie polii e only so fur as ofteiu es relating to law and order are con- 
ceiiieil It has iiotlimg to do with hiiberv .ind corruption. That department is 
entirely sepaiate 

Lala Deshbandhu Oupta: When I lefer to all acts of dereliction of duty I 
include alt suoli activities on the part of the regular police us are not reported 
now by the C ID 1 iiieliide those activities also in respect of which for one 
reason or the otlier they tail to take necessary action. 
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The Honourable Sardar yallabhbhai Patel: As T snid, so fur ns duvtdictioii 
of duty is couuerned, it is the depurtnientnl niiperiov who hns to tiikc iiotic.e 
The function of the C T D. is quite diffeieiit nltogellier 

Mr, Muhammad Nauman: Afay I knou if tlu-re is an oisiainsatioii whieli kc ps 
a uiitch on the activities of the ])nlice officers iiidiilginE; in corniptioii 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel: Tluie is a speekil hr, inch lor 
kee|)iug watch oil and investigatiiig cases of liriliciv ,iiid coiiuption 

Lala Deshbandhu aupta: M.iv I k..<m uhcthn tin llonom.ihle' Areinhev is 
Hw.iie that in scvci-il proviiifes the pr.ictice followed is fh.it flu (' 1 I) skiff is 
not under the Senior SupeiiiiteiKU iil of Police, with the lesiilt th.it tliei can 
act indepeiidentlv without feav^ 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel; T <lo md know ahoid the i>iae<ice 
in the other proMiices but I will iiuiinre 

Lala Deshbandhu Qupta: Will he lonsidei the .lesn.ihihtv rif following Die 
Biinie practice in Delhi if he comes to know th,U (his sxstciu is woiking wi'l m 
othei provinces? 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel: Cnt.iinlv if it is found to he 
l.etter than the present arrangement 

Restbictions on Plyino of Tonoas on the Main Road at I) AitYAOAV.T 
1067. *Shtl Sri Prakasa: Will the Honourable the Home Memher he pleased 
to state 

(a) if tongns are not .allowed to ply on the iii.im load nt l>!ii\.ig,in] for some 
distiincc beyond the Delhi (cite gome tow-.uds tin- old Delhi citv, 

(h) if tongas are permitted to use only ii narrow pith between the nmin load 
and the adjoining buildings; 

(c) if beyond this particular stietch, tongas .nid motors aie jiei nutted to run 
<m the common road; and 

(d) the reasons for restricting this stretch of load for motor tr.rffic only'.’ 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel: (,il to (<•) Yes 

(d) The restriction has been imposed iii order to avoid traffn iKiideiits 
Shri Sri Prakasa: rmild the Hononrahle Membei kmdiv exuhini to us the 
niNstirious phenomenon because of winch the \erv vo.id biiond Dint jnituml.ir 
stretch I have refeired to, becomes sale for joint tonga and motor ti.ilhc .ilthoiigh 
tliese too it IS not. broader even by an inch than the road on wliah the 'u.ithe is 
restricted near the Delhi Gate’ 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel; Doe. the Honom.ihle Membir 
suggest that there should be no restriction’ 

Shri Sri Prakasa: May f suggest Hint tlmre should he no rcstiation foi tonga 
tr.iffic on this stretch either, on which theic is such icstiietioii at inesc.il ,i irl 
thati both tongas and motors should he .allowed to ply on this strehli ol ihr road 
iis they are allowed to p'y further np 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel: This pmt of the m.id k ,i Imsuu ss 
,( el lit c and therefore the restriction is imposed 

Shri Sri Prakasa; Ts the Honom.ihle Alemher aware that (lie amount of sj.ace 
losprved for Tonga traffic is exceedingly iimrow- and that it is difficult for the 
Tongas to p.ass, especially w'hen that stietch is also used as a Tonga-stand’ 

The Honourable Sardar Yallabhbhai Patel: Tim Tong, a requires srualler space 
Hum the other conveyance 

Shri Sri Prakasa; Could the Hononrahle Member tell us the difference in the 
width of the Tonga and the motor car? 

Mr. President: Order, order- Next question. 
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Right to Defse Eeleaskto Qffiobrs of Indian Medical Defabthent. 

1068. *Mr. Frank R. Anthony: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state. 

(a) whether Government propose to ask members of the Indian Medical 
Department, acting as officers, to elect to be demobilised or to revert to their 
substantive ranks by April 1947; 

(b) wh^her officers in every other branch of the Forces, including European 
officers attached to the Indian Army, have been given the right to defer their 
release for a period of two years; and 

(c) why the Indian Medical Department officers alone have not been given 
this right? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) Thoie now being no need for emergency commitsioiih 
to continue, it is intended that members of the I M D (British and Indian 
Cadres) holding these commissions m the IMS /f A M C /T M D. should be 
asked to elect by 1st May 1047 whether they desiie to he released from ser\ice 
on 30th Juno 1047 or de«iro to revert to their former entitled status in the ranks 
■which they would have reached in the I M D on 1st July 1047 It is anticipat- 
ed that by that date the majority of the other Fiinergencv (’oinimsBioned Dfficeis 
in the TMS/IAMC will have been released 

(li) Offieers of the British Seiviee inav defei their lelease in corclaiice with 
cuireiit British Ser\iee llegnlntioris whether or not attached to tie Indian Army. 
British Officers of the Indian \riiiv have not been jierrnitted to defer relc'asi for 
two years since Sejiteinber 1046 Since that date Indian officeis of tlie Indian 
Army have been restricted to deleinng their release foi periods of six months at a 
time extendable up to a maximum of two years 

(c) Menibeis of the Indian Medieal Department have not been singled out nor 
has their treatment been in any way disc timinatorf Ml Armv Instructions 
(India) offering Emeigency ('oiniiiisMons to inemheis of the IMD made it 
quite clear that the grant of such Crminissioiis was for the duratio,’ of the wai* 
or emergenev and that members of the IMD althoiigli grunted hmergency 
('ommissions would letain their I M D status and the lights and privileges of 
that department on reversion 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: Is it the intention of the Government that they will 
lekench the members of this Department after ther revert’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja; I miule a full statement on ting question in the debate on 
the cut motion when 1 pointed out that, the offieers conceined will have the 
ojition either to letire voluntarily or to continue in their former status which they 
would have attained if there had been no war Thus, in no respect, this part’- 
ciilar class of officers suffers. 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony; May 1 know how many specialists from the I.Jd.U. 
■re now serving m the I A M C ’ 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: I am afraid I must ask for notice of that question. 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: Is it not h fact that all other specialists art being 
allowed to remain irrespective of age and other considerations and Oily the 
specialists from the I M S are being asked to revert or to retire? 

Mr G. S. Bhalja: 1 think that is not correct Certain medical officers with 
specialist qualifications are being retained in the I A M C 

Mr. Frank R. Anthony: Is it not a fact that while the Government proposes 
to revert these men to warrant officer rank, they will still be asked to discharge 
the duties of senior officers? 
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llr. &. S. Blulja: I do not think so. When they revert to their previous 
status of warrant ofi&cers, they will perform the duties which the warrant officers 
ordinarily perform. 

Mr. Trank B. Anthony: Is it not a fact that the Finance Department has 
strongly objected to the reversion of these men? 

Mr. Q. S. Bhalja: Sir, it is not the practice of the Government to exhibit m. 
the House the differences of the various Departments of the Government of 
India. 

Muslim Cadsts in thb Indian Military Academy. 

1069. *Mr. Siddiq All Khan: (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state how many batches of cadets have been taken for 
trainmg in the Indian Military Academy since the termination of the war and 
whgt is the percentage of Muslims taken in the Academy? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Congress National Anthem is sung daily in the- 
Indian Military Academy’ 

Mr. O. S. Bhalla: (a) Three courses for Regular Commissions in the Fo&t- 
War Indian Army have been held at the Indian Military Academy, Debra Dun, 
since the War ended. I lay a statement on the table of the Houne showing the 
dates of these courses and the percentage of Muslims on each course 
(b) No, Sir. 


Serial | 

L.ito of 
Com»nen< o- 
ment of j 

Ditoof 
terminution 
of oourho 

Totil 

lnt.iko 

Number 

of 

Hub Inns 

Pore ent.iga 
of 

MuBlims 

1 

let Coursa . 

26-2-46 

22- 12-46 

127 

25 

10 7% 

2nd Course 

]2 d-46 

Per ion 

247 

to 

16 2% 

3rd Cou ‘SO 

27-1 47 

Peo 1048 

274 

65 

23 70/0 


Promotion of Commodore Lawrence, a South African as a Rear Admiral 

1070. -^Mi. Siddiq AU ILhan: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Chief Naval Staff Commo- 
dore, Lawrence, is a South African and that he is to be promoted as a Hear 
Admiral? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: No, Sir 

Enlisting of Syeds into the Royal Indian Navy 

tl071. Syed AWd HuMaln; Will the Secretary of the Defence De- 

partment please state : 

(a) whether it is a fact that “Syeds’" m general, and “Shia Syeds" in 
particular, are debarred from entry into the Royal Indian Navy; 

(b) whether Government are aware that there is no such restriction on their 
recruitment to the Indian Army and the Royal Indian Air Force; and 

(o) if the replies to (a) and (b) be in the affirmative, do Government propose 
to remove the restriction on Syeds in general and "Shia Syeds’’ in particular 
so far as their recruitment %> the Navy is concerned; and if not, why not? 


tAnawer to this question laid on the table, the questioner being absent. 
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Hr. O. S. Bhalja; (a) Yes Sii Becnntrnent of Syeds to the Royal Indian 
^avy IS barred because past experience has shown that the conditions of Service 
oil Ships have not jirovcd acceptable to inenibtrs of tins conimunlby 

(b) Yes Sii , , 

(o) Yes bii it bieds aie willing to iccept conditions of seiMct in tlic Royal 
Indian Niw is tlicv exist A slatciiunt of some of the conditions about wliieh 
bvi (Is hid III lilt ihiht iilliLS Is laid on tlic tabli of the House 


Statement 

'nine II, 1/ 01 litiuns Ii/itin must be aiuiplid bj \jeJi if they eiie to otri in the 

Itoijul Inihtin Nan/ 

( a ) B« piejMieil to eat lood cookid m i coiiimoii giUey (lOok liouse) iii wliitli food i» 
t J I i to) all ciDiiiiinities ly looks it my leli^ion 

1)) Be iie[iin.d to laiiv out ( Itan Slnp diitus wliuh loiiipiise 

(l) Hoi slonins 8WeP]iihg nml snubbing of doeka imss docks and ttals with any of 

Hu ajjpioved appliaiuca used in thi s im e loi siuli piiioosta 

(ii) (.bnmig and painting of sbip iioiii luick to keel (top o botlomj 

(111) (leaning ol bi vss woil mess tables and beiii lies siiip s maihniPiy iiiiiaiiicnt 

and teilinudl equipment stoic looms ofhees tanks double bottoms bolts niists 

mil iigging old rooms lool looms in I saiiiua olhei paits ot tlie slop not 

mentioned heiein 

(iv) I'uliea ot ( ook of a Mess winch entail (.allying of food, cleaning ol iiitss uttii 

sils \Msliing plates of chief md petty ofhieis etc 

(v) tieimiig ot gillecs (took houses) by loiks oi othei latnigs 

(m) ( leirmi, ol cabins ly stewaids ot by su h otbe i dings as lie del iile 1 to laiiy 

out these duties 

(\ii) ( leaniii., of the heads (Lavatoiies) balhioonis and othei wish places Iv topass 

(viii) D sposal of sweepings 

(ix) ( leiiiing of such olhei parts and lutings ot the ship as the commanding ifTieei of 
the ship mav requne 

Disposal or STAkf ( ASEb BY rHE. (.ls>TOMs DppttBTMhNr 

1072. *Mr Frank R. Anthony: Will the hToiioiirahle the Finance Member be 
pU isod to s.tate 

(a) whethci (loveininont aie aware of the delay in the di'iposal of staff cates 
i\ the Customs llejiarlrnent with the lesult thxt naeii aie frequently under 
suspension for rnonlhs thus f i using them hnanciil locus and 

fb) whether Ooieriiment propose to take any steps to remedy this grievance? 

•Bie Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan ( i) No Sn Ooxc i miu ut it's lu t 
\ in tint tluu IS 111 titniril nin iiuidm ti dihy 

(b) Ncicssua instnutniis ilreadx i \isl i iniinn., thil such ik | ufumtil 
n I nines slioul 1 In eonthukd is f \| editi uish is postil (i Theu is ils i j ui 
\ ision in till lilies for in ippe il to the X) | < II itc Xiillioiitx concciiuc'' iguiist 
in order of susimsioii and this should iffi rd udnss igmisl -iiu undue dfliix in 
ll I disposil of such (n()iiirus 

Mr. Frank B Anthony Will the ITonout ihk Mimlui loxpt the siHnncnt 
ill it it Is ill lost I nth tn the* ( ii-doms Oc) iitnicnf fot men iincki sm] i ns on to 
] i\e then ( isf ptndinrr for i period nnqinp from six months to two vc ns and if 
I I niig iiuiru ions Ills! ni( es of si I h isc s to Jus iio( i . will Ik lit |)ii| iifd lo look 
io iJiesc inoiflinitc dilns’’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat Ah Khan* Tf tin Honmuahk' Member will pue 
I seme, (oiuiete iiisf iiiees f sinll ceil iiiih look into tliiiii 
Army Units in Rihar 

1073. ''Mr Muhammad Nauman: Will the Sccietaiy of the Defence De 
I ifment lu (leased to stale 

(a) whether it is a fact that Army units were sent to certain districts of 
I.ilni in the month of October 1946 and if so — (i) to winch districts, (ii) the 
mirnber of tioops in each district (iii) the dates on which they reached their 
destination (n) the leasons for requisitioning their services and (v) the authority 
which called them , 
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(b) the date on which the local Army Commander at Dinapore was asked 
to help the civil authorities to control the situation, the terms on which the 
Proviniiial authorities wanted the Army’s help; the terms, if any, which the 
Commander demanded for the use of his Force on Ihe first day; the reasons 
why the Brigadier wanted 24 hours to reply to the civil authorities, whether 
the Brigadier communicated with the higher Commander, if so, what was the 
purport of the communication; 

(c) the names of the units which were operatmg in Patna, Gaya, Mcaighyr 
and Bhagalpur Districts from 1st to 10th November with the dates on which 
they first went out on patrol duties; and 

(d) the communal composition of the Army on active duty in Bihar in the 
four distncts mentioned in part (c) as on 4th and 11th November, 1946? 

Mr. Q. S. Bhal]a: (a) and (c) Information m this detail is not maintained 
at General Headquarters and cannot therefore be supplied 

(b) The foinuvl request for military assistance was received from the Com- 
missioner, Patna Division at 18-55 hours on 1st November 1946 Tioops consist- 
ing of one battalion were in operation by ‘20-00 hours on the same date, 
employment of troops in aid of the Civil Power was in accordance vvith normal 
instructions and no special terms were laid down. 

(d) I would invite the Honourable Member’s attention to the reiply to Starred 
•Question No 411 answered on the 20th February 1947 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know whether there was some difference 
between the Provincial Government of Bihar and the Military Coinmaudev with 
regard to the tenns on which these troops were to be employed? 

Mr, G. 8. Btaalja: I have categorically stated that there is no question of 
terms to be settled in this matter Whenever a Civil authority asks for the 
assistance of troops, it is the duty of the local Commander to comply with the 
request to the best of his ability 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May T know whether the Government have the 
information that the Military Commander refused to allow the troops to go into 
the villages and was that fact represented by the premier of Bihar^ 

BKr. a. S. Bhalja: I have no such information, but I doubt whether that 
would be correct. 

Use of Army in the Suppression of Riots in Bihar. 

1074. *Mr, Muhammad Nauman: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state; 

(a) the places with dates, where the Army opened fire on riotous mobs in 
Bihar in November, 1946; 

(b) the estimated number of the mob encountered at each place; 

(o) the number of soldiers and the number of automatic weapons, if any, 
carried by them; 

(d) the number of rounds fired by them on each occasion; and 

(e) the number of people injured and killed by Army fire, and recovered by 
the Army? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) to (d) T am afraid, Sir, that information in the detail 
required is not maintained and cannot be supplied 

(e) It is estimated that as a result of firing by the Army .813 persons were 
killed and 83 injured Nearly all these were picked up by the Army On many 
occasions the mob removed their killed and woimded and so it is not possible to 
give accurate figpres of the number killed and wounded. 

Relief of Muslims of Telhaba by the Army in Bihar Riots 

1075. *Mr. Muhammad Nauman: (a) Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state the reasons for the failure of the Army to reach 
in time to save the Muslims of Telhara (District Patna)? 
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(b) Is it a fact that they were detained at the Police Station? If why; 
on what date and at what time did they reach and leave the Police Station? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Army did not patrol Telhara although it is on 
Masserhi Bihar Eoad, if so why? 

(d) Is it a fact that when the Army reached Telhara they found a large 
number of wounded Muslim men, women and children there? If so, how 
many were removed by them and at what time? 

(e) Is it a fact that many of the injured persons were not removed on the 
first occasion? If so, why and what was the estimated number of the injured 
who were left behind and after how many hours were arrangements for their 
removal made? 

(f) Is it a fact that on the second removal trip, very few injured persons 
were found alive? 

(g) What was the number of soldiers who went for the relief of Telhara? 

(h) Did the Army Officer report on the miniher of casiinlties fiiind in Telhnra^ 
If so, what was the report? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: (a) and (c) The reason is that the limited number of 
troops available could not cover all localities all the time by patroiiine. Troops 
were sent out to deal with specific disturbances as soon as they were reported 

(b) No, Sir The first news of the Telhara disturbance was received at Uilsa 
at; lO-(X) hrs. on the 8rd November 1946 through a runner At that iiine there 
was in Hilsa one Viceroy’s Commissioned Officer and his platoon The Viceroy’s 
Commissioned Officer at once started out for Telhara with seven men in two 
16 cwt. trucks and en route encountered one newly dug ditch and two felled trees 
as road blocks The Viceroy’s Commissioned Officer and his party arrived at 
Telhara which is approximately twelve miles distant, at 12-00 hrs 

(d) On arrival the party found a mob many of whom were armed with shot 
guns, surrounding the village and had to open fire to force an entry On getting 
into the village they found that a large numhc’’ or the inhabitants had been 
killed. The survivors were sheltering in a mosque During that afternoon 
approximately 400 survivors were evacuated but a certain number of wounded 
had to be left behind to be evacuated later It will be appreciated that eight 
men and two trucks could not evacuate large numbers of wounded quickly 

(e) Yes, Sir, it is a fact that some injured persona were not removed on the 
first occasion. The reason for this was as already stated, that there were only 
eight men and two trucks available for this duty and they evacuated as many 
persons as they could On the following morning one officer and two sections 
arrived early and searched the village for the wounded This party also cams on 
the mornings of the 5th 6th and 7th to carry out searches and evacuated ahoul 
one hundred wounded persons 

(f) No, Sir, at least 100 persons were still alive and were evacuated on the 
4th November and subsequent davs 

(g) On all dates of the operations at Telhara approximatelv two officers and 
30 Other Banks were emploved 

(h) Yes. Approximatelv 3.50 killed and 100 wounded 

Mr, Muhammad Nauman: May T know why when the information was avail- 
able on the 3rd November, the military did not proceed to the place for more 
than 24 hours? 

Mr, G, S. Bhalja; They proceeded with the utmost speed. They received 
information at 10-00 hours One V 0 O and seven men reached the place in 
spite of road blocks at 12-00 hours — a distance of about 12 miles, within two 
hours 

Mr, Muhammad Nauman: With reference to part (d), is it a fact that those 
who were left behind were left unguarded so that they were liable to be attacked 
by the mob again? 
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Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I have not got information in this detail, but I Rave 
indicated that the number of troops on the spot was small and I am sure the 
House will agree with me that they did whatever was possible in the circum- 
stances. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: The troops left the injured people unguarded with 
the result that the mob could go back and kill the wounded people who were left 
there? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: It is a statement which my Honourable friend makes 
which I am not in a position to confirm or contradict 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: To the best of our knowledge, the figure 400 
survivors is fictitious. Will the Honourable Member kindly make enquiries? 

Mr. a. 8>. Bhalja: There is no reason why the information supplied by the 
local commander should be deemed inaccurate 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: May T know whether Government has got a 
detailed reeport of the doings of the military employed in Bihar? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: The Central Government receives telegraphic reports on 
certain events in which the troops have had to take part. It is not the responsi- 
bility of the Defence Department to collect information about local riots and 
local disturbances in the provinces 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: May I know whether this question was referred to 
the Officer Commanding in charge of that area? May I know whether any effort 
was made to procure his reply to this question? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: This reply has been drafted on the information available at 
the General Headquarters. 

Hajl Abdus Sattar Haji Ishaq Seth: Will the Government call for a compre- 
hensive report from the military commander of all the activities of the troops and 
of all the information collected by them? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: I understend that the Government of Bihar are going to 
appoint a Commission of Enquiry and I have no doubt that they will call for a 
report as regards the part played by troops. 

Eajl Abdus Sattar HaJi Ishaq Sett: I am referring to the report to be called 
for from the military commander in charge of these operations. Will the 
Honourable Member get the information collected by the military? 

Mr. Q. S, Bhalja: I should like to point out- that in getting this information 
and discussing this matter, I hope we are not trespassing on the field of the 
provincial legislature. It is for the provincial government and the provincial 
legislature to consider the situation of civil disturbances as a whole We are 
only concerned with the part played by troops That information we have go* 
in the General Headquarters I have done my best to supply as much informa- 
tion as possible. 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: May I know how tar the military could go in 
dealing with the people in riot affected area? 

Mr. O. S. Bhalja: This is too general a question 

Babu Bam Narayan Singh: I want to know whether the military can enter 
a house of the people and kill the people sitting there in the house, without any 
provocation from them? 

Mr. President: These are all hypothetical questions. It is more a questiort 
based on criminal law. I do nob think any information can be sought on thi>- 
in the House. 

EBQUISmONtNO OF Tboops by CmL Acthoeitibs in Noakhali and Tipphba 
Distbiots in Bengal. 

1076. *Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Will the Secretary of the Defence Depart- 
ment be pleased to state ; 

(a) the first date on which troops were requisitioned by the civil authorities 
for controlling riots in Noakhali, and Tippera Districts in Bengal ; 

(b) the terms on which they were called out; 

(c) the date on which they started operations; 
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(d) the strength ot the Army as on 20th and 27th October, 1946; 

(e) the names of the places where they opened fire and the estimated strength 
of the riotous mobs, 

(f) the military estimate of casualties due to nots; and 

(g) the number of persons killed and injured by military firing at places 
where the troops had to open fire? 

Mr . O. S. Bhalja: (a) At the request of the civil authorities troops were 
moved to the area on the 2nd, 3rd and 7th October 1946 

(b) Troops weie called out under the usual instructions and there were no 
special terms 

(c) Tioops .started operating from the 16th October 1940 on receipt of a 
specific (leiiiaiid for military assistance 

(d) The troops deployed on the 20th October were six companies, and on the 
27th Octobei a Brigade H Q. snd twelve companies were in operation 

(e) I am afraid, Sir, that information in the detail required is not maintained 
and cannot be supplied 

(f) This estirn.ate is not a military responsibility and no attempt was made to 
amve at any overall figures 

(g) Twenty persons were killed and fifteen mimed as a result of military firing. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: Tn this case who requisitioned the army; the 

Prime Minister or auv particular officer'* 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja; [t does not matter who requisitions troops The request 
must come from the provincial go\erunient It does not mptter whether it is 
made by the Governor or by anybody representing the Govemo** My Honour- 
able friend must realise that the executive authority of a province rests in the 
Governor wni.-h he can exercise directly or through the officers worn he 
appoints Thus the Governor or any person authorised by him can ask for 
military assistance. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman: The Honourable Member did say m reply to the 
previous question that tlui Commissioner of Patna Division requisitioned for 
military aid Here he does not sav who I'equisitioned the military? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: T have not got that information at the present moment. 

Indian Enoinbees engaged on Contbaot in the M. E. S. 

1077. ♦Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal; Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state 

(a) the number of civilian Engineers engaged on contract m the M. E S. 

(i) by the Secretary of State for India and (ii) by the Government of India, 

(b) how many of these aio Indians and how many non-lndiaus; and , 

(c) whether any steps are being taken to tenmmite the seivices ot iion- 
Indiaim, if not, the reasons therefor'^ 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: (a) The number o£ temporary civiliau engineers recruited 
on contract by the Secretary of State is six and by the Government of India 56 

(b) 54 Indians and eight non-Indians 

(c) Yes, Sir. Steps are being taken to terminate these contracts 

Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: May I know hoAv long Government will 
take to replace the non-Tndian personnel? 

Mr. G. S. Bhalja: Not later than June, 1948 

Pbomotion of Sub-Divisionai, Offiojses as Tbmpobaey Assistant Enginebbs in 

M. E. S. 

1078. ‘Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt PaUwal: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state: 

(a) the number of Temporary Assistant Engineers in the M. E. S. promoted - 
from among Sub-divisional Officers; 

(b) how many of them do not possess any recognized degree or diploma 
normally specified as the necessary qualification for class I service of Engineers; 
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(c) whether any steps have been or are being taken to lay down a certain 
educational and technical standard for Assistant Engineers; 

(d) whether it is a fact that a number of existing Assistant Engineers are 
below the F. A. standard of academical education; if so, their number; and 

(e) whether Government propose to consider the feasibility of terminating 
the services of unqualified Assistant Engineers and Civil Engineers, since the 
war is now over? 

, Mr. a. 8. Bhalja: (a) 202 

(b) Some of these officers did not possess the prescribed qualifications They 
were temporarily promoted during the War and were those with the best experi- 
ence and qualifications available 

(c) Yes, Sir. 

(d) Yes, Sir 

(e) The whole M.E S Establishment is being reviewed and reorganised and 
in that process officers with qualifications which are inadequate by peacetime 
standards will be weeded out 

Proportion of CmuAN and Commissioned Officers in the M. E. S. 

1079. ’Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: (a) Will the Secretary of the 
Defence Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that Government 
have approved in principle the policy that the Officer strength of the M. S. 
will be 2/3 civilian and 1/3 Commissioned Officers of the E. I. E.? 

(b) Have any procedure, and educational and technical qualihoations been 
prescribed for filling up the vacancies of officers in the M E S ? If not, why 
not? 

fc) Will these vacancies be filled through the Federal Public Service Com. 
mission? - It not, why not’ 

Mr. 0. S. Bhalja; (a) Yes, Sir 

(b) Educational and technical qualifications will be laid down 

(c) New appointments will be made through the Federal Public Service Com- 
riHSsion 


Reorcttment of Civil Engineers by the Engineer-in-Chief 

1080. ’Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Engineer-in-Chief 
Vlas recruited Civil Engineers on contract and also promoted Sub-divisiona* 
Officers as Assistant Engineers, without reference to the Federal Public Ser- 
vice (Commission’ If so, w'hv was the normal method of recruitment to class 
I services not follow'ed 1. 

Mr a. S. Bhalja: These recruitments and promotions were all made on a 
purely temporarv basis during the wni and therefore no reference to the Federal 
Public Service Commission was made 

Permanent Civilians of M. E. S. as Emergency Commissioned Officers 

1081. ’Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state . 

(a) the number of permanent civilians of the CM. E S who are now' Emer- 
gency Commissioned Officers in the R. I. E ; 

(b) whether it is laid down as a policy that they will not be considered for 
grant of Short Service Commission in the R. I. E, ; and 

(c) if so, whether Government are aware that potential officers will thereby 
be lost to the Corps of R. I B, when nationalization has to be accelerated? 
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Mr. &. s. Bhaljs: (a) Twenty-three. 

(b) and (o). Yes. Sir. These officers are permanent civilian officers of the 
M.E.S. and it is essential to revert them to this service to fill senior posts. 
Their services vi^ill not, therefore, be lost to Government who are satisfied that 
Uieir services can be better utilized as civilian officers in the M.E.S. than as 
Short Service officers in the B.I.E. 

Shri Sri Frslcssa: May I know what these mystic letters M.E.S. and B.I.E. 
stand for? 

Mr. O. S. Bhal]a: The Military Engineering Service and the Boyal Indian 
Engineers. 

Census by the Bes^vb Bank of Fobbion Investments in India 

1082. *Mr. Vadilal Lallnbhai: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Beserve Bank of India is taking a census of 
foreign investments in India, 

(b) if the reply to part (a) above be in the affirmative, what the nature of 
such a census is and when it is expected to be finished; 

(c) if the reply to part (a) be in the negative, whether the Reserve Bank 
proposes to take such a census in the near future, and 

(d) what was the total value of foreign assets in India before 1989, how many 
of them have been sold out since 1939, and what is the total value of the foreign 
assets in India at present? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: (a) No, Sir 

(b) Does not arise 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

(d) No reliable information is available. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhal: Is it a fact that while the sterling debt negotiations 
were going on the Finance Department made certain calculations about this'’ 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: I am sorry I cannot give that 
Information 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhal: Is it a fact that these figures were discussed during 
those negotiations with the British delegation’ 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: 'Phe matter of negotiations is con- 
fidential 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In view of the importance of this tojnc in future will 
Gkivemmont consider whether such a census should not be taken for future 
purposes? 

Tile Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: T said the matter is under eonsidera- 
Uon. 

Mr. Vadilal Lallubhal: What time will Government take to make these 
calculations known to the public? 

The Honourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan : As soon as the calculations are ready. 

Niembyeb Awakd to the Province of Orissa 

1083. *Sri Bhagiiathl Mahapatra: (a) Will the Honouiable the Finance 
Member be pleased to state whether the Province of Orissa was given forty lacs 
of Rupees in all as per Niemeyer Award from 1937-38’ 

(b) Are Government aware that the construction of buildings for the Capital 
for which the above sum was given has not yet been undertaken on account of 
war conditions? 

(o) Are Government aware that the Government of Ori.ssa have to start new 
departments as a result of expansion after the war, necessitating an increase in 
accommodation and buildings’ 

(d) Are Government aware that the cost price of materials have increased 
many times more than what was estimated in the Niemeyer Awayd of 1086? 
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(e) What action do the Govemnient of India propose to take in this 
direction? 

(f) Have the Government of Onssa represented any difficulties to the Gov- 
ernment of India in that matter? 

(g) Have the Government of India come to any decision? 

ne Honourable Ur. Liaquat All Khan: (a) The Central Government paid 
its. 27^ lakhs to Orissa at the time of the separation of the Proyjnce for cona- 
truction of new additional buildings for its capital and another 16 lakhs in five 
instalments for the same purpose during 1937-38 to 1941-42 in accordance with 
the Niemeyer Award. 

(b) to (d). Yes. 

(e) to (g). On a representation from the Government of Orissa for an increas- 
ed grant for the construction of a new Capital at Bhubaneshwar, the OovernmenA^ 
of India have advised the Provincial Government to postpone their new Capitat 
project for the present because of shortage of building materials and their high 
prices. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: May I knov/ what the present capital of Orissa is'’ 

The Honourable Ur. Liaquat All Khan: I think it is Cuttack. 

Withdrawal of Casks against Tradb Union Workers in Delhi 

1084. ’Ur. N. U. Joehi: Will the Honourable the Home Member be pleased 
to state 

(a) whether Government have withdrawn the cases pending against Tiade 
Union workers in Delhi in connection with certain strikes and the Anti-Victory 
Day demonstrations on 7th March, 1940, 

(b) if so, the number of esses so withdrawn and the section under which the 
oases were pending; and 

(c) whether Government also propose to withdraw the cases under Section 
S1(A) of Defence of India Buies pending against seven Trade Union Workers in 
Delhi, in connection with the All India Postal Employees' strike in July, 1940? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: (a) Yes, all pending cases relating^ 
to the V-Day disturbances except one relating to the burning of the Town Hall 
bave been withdrawn, as also cases relating to strikes except those concerned 
with Postal and Police strikes. 

(b) Ten such eases have been withdiawn Three of them were under Rule 
88, Defence of India Rules, one under Defence ofi India Rules 56, one under 
section 435/149 Indian Penal Code, and five under section 7 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Act. 

. (c) No 

Ur. N. U. Jofihi: May I know why Government are not releasing these 
people or withdrawmg these cases? 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: The reason for not withdrawing 
cases in connection with postal and police strikes is that incitement to strikes 
by Government servants should be dealt with more stringently than mcitcinena 
to other strikes. 

Parade in New Delhi for Presentation of Insignia of ‘George Cross’ 

1086. *Shrimati Ammu Swaminadban: Will the Secretary of the Defence 
Department be pleased to state. 

(a) whether a parade was held m New Delhi on March 11, 1947 in connec- 
tion with the presentation of the insignia of 'George Cross’ to certain porsous; 

(b) the names of the persons who were presented with the insignia; 

(c) the qualifications of the persons concerned, and 

(d) the cost of the parade and the head to which the same will be allocated? 

Mr. O. a. Bhalja: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) and (c). The names of those who received this award and the deeds of 
g;allantry fw which it was given are contained in the list of citations, a copy of 
•which I lay on the table of the House. 
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(d) The expenditure incurred in connection with this parade consists of thft 
cost of movement of troops and the travelling expenses of the recipients of the- 
award, apart from the cost of printing the list of citations which amounted t(y 
Es 1 396-6-0 The cost of movement of troops and the travelling expenses of 
the recipients are not recorded under a special head of account. Accurate cal- 
culation of the cost would involve an expense of time and labour not eommen- 
surate with the results, but as the tnxips came largely from Delhi Cantt., ^ 
would be appreciated that the extra expendituie incurred in cbnnection with, 
this parade w'as negligible. 


Cifulioh in resped iff the Avoid of the George Cross to f apt Xfaliiiiooil Khan Vuriani^ 
1 Unhuvolpnr Inf, 7 S F 

For outfitaiiding courage, loyalty and fortitude whilat a prisoner of war 
With a small party he was cut oft during the wilhdiawal in Malaya They succeeded i 
lemaming fiee in hiding foi thiee months until betrayed, when they an 

confined 

Retuaing to join the I N A this officer devoted liiiuaelf to leudcnng vu 
He then conceued and put into eveculioii, a pUn foi thwarting tlic Japanese plans for 
infiltmiing agents into India After many delays and set backs due lo falling under 
suspicion he ultimately achieved much of his object 

Piesiiii.ablv, as a lesult of the suspicion that he had been responsible for the failure 
of then plana, he was arrested by (he Japanese For ten days he was subjected to third 
degree methods, incbiding starvation, deprivation of sleep and physical toiture such as appli- 
cation of bmiiing cigaiettcs to Ins legs 

Subsequently he was given a mock trial and condemned to death but execution wae 
postponed iii oidcr that infoimation should be extiacted He was then tortured by taiums 
j>articulaily brutal methods continuously for several days The exact time is uncertain aa 
theie wBie periods of unconsciousness, but it certainly lasted for some da's No inforinalion 
whatever was obtained from him Thereafter he was kept in solitaiy (onfliiement for 
seieral months, with oetasional interrogations and was given little medical treatment and 
j.iist enough tood to sustain life 

When finally liberated he was found to be permanently affected in health and still bears 
the marks of physical tortnie He will never bo the same again Throughout he was 
fully aware of the possible consequences of his actions and. when discovered, he preferied to 
iindetgo protiacted and cruel tortuie rather than confess his plans and save himself, because 
he still hoped that he might achieve his purpose To confess would have endangered others 
lives and might have mfiiienced tlie enemy to change their plans 

His outstanding example of deliberate cold-blooded biavery is most fully deseicing of 
the highest award 


CilnriDii m rripirl of tin posthumoiii inoiit of the 


Unijrnt Hct/imcnf 

From the time of capitulation of Hong Kong, Capt Ansari was separated from hie 
fellow officers arc] confined with Indian Other Hanks Exery effoit was made to seduce 
him and so olit.iin his influence to lead others awav fiom tieir allegiance lie steadfastly 
continued both by woid .ind example to counter-act all liaitorous i.iopaganda and resolutely 
opjxised all attempts at undei mining the loy.altv of hi.s compatriots 

In May 1942, after warnings and beatings had produced no effect, he w.is thiown into 
Stanley Ji.l where he lema.ned until September 1942 by which lime owing to staivation 
onila'i ''1 which ,s alleged to have included mutilations, he had become 
unable to walk He was released to a camp hospital On recovering sufficiently he returned 
to an Indmn Other Hanks camp and not only lesunied his previous efforts but also organised 
« for aulinp rsPapers ^ 

, and again thrown into Stanley .Tail where he was starved 

testified Uiat cto ni^ fh prisoners, both British and Indian. hav» 

WRtitiea that cluniJff this penou nis outatandine couraire and defianm wf»i« anf>i ao 
the admiral, on of all Finally he was tried and helieaded 

Throughout his long and terrible ordeal his loyalty courage and endurance neve, 

His example undoubtedly assisted many to remain loyal irT^nite of sntfer^n a "''‘''“I?'’- 
and his name became a byword for deliberate and c^ld Wood^^J hero^lTZter 
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On 22nd February, 1945, Havildar Abdul Rehman and a party of five Indian Other Ranks 
tvere proceeding from D Company at Kletek to Battalion Headquartera at Waroe. Near 
Retegan their Jeeep blew up on a mine, was thrown forward into a ditch and broke into 
lln.i.uoi Abdul Rehman was thrown clear out of the Jeep and set to work to 
lescue the thiee men who lay wounded or injured from the crash, beneath the Jeep. His 
task was lendered the more ha.«aidous, since owing to the fire, the ammunition carried in 
the Jeep began to explode Nfevertheless, he extricated one man, and although by this 
time the Jeep was burning fiercely, succeeded in dragging a second clear He then turned 
to the third man was lying under the Jeep by the fiont near wheel, but, as he took hold 
oi him the petrol tank under the driver’s seat exploded, spouting its flaming contents on 
him Ilespite his condition, he continued his effoits until an ambulance party approached, 
when, calling out to them to complete bis work quickly, he fell, dead, over the Jeep. 
Havildar Abdul Behman’s complete disregard of his personal safety and his determination to • 
rescue liia helpless tomtades, in which he peisisted even while bemg burned to death himself, 
constitutes an example of lesnlute lourage of ilie highest order. 


(''ilat.1071 in Tfsi>ect of the potthvmoui Atnard of the 
(Jeor,/e Cron to Xo 15634 ITs Xaik Ktrjm Ram, 8tA 
/?« , The Fron*itt Forre Riflee 

At Thondebhavi on 12th September 1945, Naik Kirpa Ram was commanding .% section 
on a field firing exercise. He was lying close to a Sepoy who was flung grenades from » 
disihaiger cup. the temainder of his section being in position beside him The third 
grenade to he fired fell short and landed only about 8 yards in front of the section position. 
15634 Naik Kirpa Bam saw at a glance that if it exploded Iheie many jf his section would 
be killed or wounded. 'Without a moment’a heaitation he leapt up and dashed forward 
shouting as ho did so to the men of lits Section, “(let back and take ^ovei” He picked 
up the grenade, but before he could, throw it into a place where it could cause no damage, 
it exploded The mam force of the explosion was taken bv his body, and he died of 
wounds shortly afterwards. -4s a result of his act only two men of his section were slightly 
wounded 15634 Naik Kirpa Ram knowing full well the possible consequences, risked his 
life in order to save those of the men under his command His fine spirit of sacuflee and 
devotion to duty will ever be remembered ni hia Regiment and will be a constant source of 
inspitation to all ranks 


Citatum in ren/iert of thi /lOtthiimoijK Iward of the 
Geon/e Cron to Xo 17308 Hoifar Ditto Ram, I A C 

On the 23rd July, 1944 No. 17308 Ditto Ram was a member of a patrol commanded by 
Lt Young The patrol had been ordered to occenpy a hill feature. On reaching the objec- 
tive at about 2300 houis the patrol ran eii to an eneniv Schu minefield suffering casualties 
amounting to 5 men injuied. 

Sowat Ditto Ram was among those wounded, his left leg having been blown off 'oelow 
the knee by a Sohu mine He applied a field diesaing and on heaiing calls for help from 
Sowar Sbiv Pi.asbad, who had also been wounded, he craxvled forward throughout the mine- 
field to assist him Sowar Ditto Ram was fully aware of the danger to whioh he was sub- 
jecting himself It was a danger which he accepted 

On reaching Sowar Shiv Prashad, whose left thigh had been shattered by the explosition 
of a mine, he applied a field dressing to his coniiade’s wounfT He wa.s in the greatest pain 
throughout which made the operation lioth difficult and nrotracted Having completed his 
task, he lost consciousness and died a few minutes later 

Sowar Ditto Ram was a very young soldier with only 2 years service, nevertheless, 
besides showing the greatest personal courage and disregard for pain, by crawling through 
a minefield to help a wounded companion, he set the finest example of soldierly comrade- 
ship and self-sacrifice He maintained consciousness only long enough to finish the bandag- 
ing of his tomrade before he died without a murmur of' complaint or a suspicion of regret. 

Dairy Farms run by t’he Defence Department. 

1086. •Mr. B. B. Varma; Will the Secretary of the Defence Department 
be pleased to lay on the table of the House a statement showing the following' 
particulars for the last three years' 

(a) the number of dairy farms run by the Defence Department for supply 
Of milk and milk products to the Army; 
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(b) the number of cows, buffaloes and calves of each breed in the farms; 

(o) the amount spent yearly on the dairy farms; 

(d) the bedance sheet, if it is maintained, of ^hese farms; 

>(o) the cost of production of milk per pound; and 
(f) the area of land attached to the farms? 

Hi. a. S. Bhalja: (a) Ist January 1946—53 
let January 1946 — 53. 

1st January 1947 — 47. 

(b) I lay a statement on the table of the House (Statement I). 

(c) For the year ending 31st March 1945 — Rs. 10,79,38,261. 

For the year ending Slst March 1946 — Rs. 12,44,67,160. 

From 1st April 1946 to 1st February 1947 — Rs. 5,81,80,864. 

(d) I lay on the table of the House copies of Balance Sheets for the years 
1944-45 and 1945-46 (Statement II) The Balance Sheet for the year 1946-47 
is not yet ready, but the working result jp to the 28th February 1947 is a profit 
■ of over Rs. 36 lakhs, 

(e) 1 regret, Sir, that statistics in this detail are not available. 

(f) 1,10,488,761 acres. 


Statement I 

All India herd strength on let .January each ye« 


— 

1915 

1946 

1947 

■Cowa. 


I 

4,836 

4,637 

3,631 

Cow Calves 


2,792 

3,108 

2,435 

IBuffaloea 


45,191 

46,994 

28,85] 

Suflalo calves 


4,118 

6,783 

4,887 


Grand Total 

56,039 

00,610 

34,654 



(i) Balance abeet of Military Farms in India as at 3 1st March 194S. 
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ELBOtnON OF XBMS^S TO THB OOMHITTEB TO OONSIDBE THE BEVlStON OF 2219 
THB CONVENTION TO BAILVTAT FINANCE 

ESTABUEaUSNT OF CAPITAL OF QbISSA AT BHITBANESHWAB. 

1087. *121. M B d ud h B ri Singh: Will the Honourable the Finance Member 
be pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the capital of Orissa is going to be 
established at Bhubaneshwar; and 

(b) whether the Government of Inaia propose to meet a portion of the cost 
thereof; if so, what nmoont? 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: (a) Government are aware of a pro- 
posal to construct a new capital tor Orissa at Bhubaneshwar. 

(b) The Government of India have lulvised the Orissa Government to post- 
pone this project for the present So this miestion does not arise 

Mr. K. 0. Neogy; Do 1 lake it tliat the answer given by the Government of 
India to the Orissa Government does not involve a refusal of financial assistance 
when reconsideration of the matter is taken up^ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All IDian: No, iSir, it does not, as a matter of 
fact the Government of India have advised the Orissa Goveminont not to pro- 
ceed with the scheme just now on account of, as I said in answer to a previous 
question, the shortage of material and the cost of construction It is a veiy big 
scheme that they have prepared for the new capital 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Will the Government of India discourage the Onssa Gov- 
ernment from changing its capitaP 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: T think ray Honourable friend can 
use greater persuasion than the Government of India 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir: May I know what has happened to the money— 15 or 
20 lakhs — alreadj given to the Orissa Government for building purposes'’ 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan: It w bemg retained in a fund by the 
Government of Orissa 


ELECTION OK MEMBERS TO THE COMMITTEE TO C.ONSIDER THE 
REVISION OF THE CONVENTION RE liAILWAY FINANCE 
Mr. President: T have to inform tlie Assembly that upto 12 noon on Wednes- 
day, the 19th March, 1947, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the pur- 
pose of election of eleven members to servo on a Committee to consider the 
revision of the Convention adopted imder the Assembly Resolution dated the 
20th September, 1924, twelve nominations were rec‘*ived. Subsequently one 
12 N N withdrew his candidature. As the number of remaining 

candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare the following 
members to be duly elected to the Committee: 

1. Mr Manu Siibedar. 

2. Sjt. N V. Qadgil. 

3 Sri M Ananthasayaiiam Ayyangar. 

4 Shri Satya Narayan Sinba. 

5. Pandit Balkrishna Sharma. 

6. Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal. 

7. Mr. S. Guruswami. 

8. Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan. 

9. Mr. Muhammad Nauman. 

10. Dr. Zia Uddln Ahmad. 

11. Mr. M. A. F. Hirteel. 



REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE FOR 1944-46 


The Honourable Mr. Liaquat AU Khan (Finance Member): Sir I beg to 
present the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the accounts of 1944-45. 


ELECTION TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOB DEPARTMENT OF WORKS, 
MINES AND POWER. 


Mr. B. K. Qokhale (Government of India; Nommated Official); Sir, I move. 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such maimer m the 
President may direct, ten non-official members to serve on the Stodmg Comnut^ to 
advise on subjects with which the pepartment of Works, Mines and Power is concerned, 
for the financial year 1947 48." 


Mr. FreaLdent: The question is 


"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such i 
President may direct, ten non -official members to serve 
advise on snbjecte with which the Department of Works, 
for the financial year 1947-48 " 


manner as the Honourable the 
on the Standing Committee to 
Mines and Power is concerned. 


The motion was adopted. 


ELECTION TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR FOOD DEPARTMENT 

Mr. K. L. Punjabi (Government of India* Nominated Official): Sir, I move: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, m such manner as the Hononrable the 

President mav direct, ten non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to 

advise on the* subjects m the Department of Food for the financial year 1947-48." 

Mr. President; The question is: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Hononrable the 

President may direct, ten non-official members to serve on the Standing Committee to 

advise on the subjects m the Department of Food for the financial year 1947-48." 

The motion was adopted 


ELECTION TO DEFENCE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 
Mr. O. S. Btaalja (Government of India: Nommated Official)- Sir, I move: 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 

President may direct, twelve non-official members to serve on the Defence Consultative 

Committee for the financial year 1947-48." 

Mr. President: Motion moved; 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 

President may direct, twelve non-official members to serve on the Defence Consultative 

Committee for the financial year 1947-48." 

Shri MohM Lai Saksena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
May I know how many meetmgs were held during the year? 

T meetmgs were held during the last year Perhapa 

1 should mention the subjects which were discussed at the last meeting whioK 
was held on the 16th and 18th December 1946. The subjects discussed were: 

Enq!iirJ^°“"‘‘^®’'^^“° Commission of 


oeiecwuu uoaros tor Commissions in the 

Armed Forces, and to devise methods for local elimination of indifferent material; 
( 2220 ) 
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ELBCTIO TO DEFENCE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE 

(3) Supply of milk, ghee to the Armed Forces; 

(4) Nationalization of the Royal Indian Air Force; 

(6) Discussion of the details of giving permanent Commissions to Indiaa 

Emergency Commissioned OflScers; 

(6) Discussion on the future of those oflScers who had applied for the I.C.S., 
Indian Police, and Indian Political Service, etc.; 

(7) Discussion on details of procedure of giving civil employment under the 
Provincial Governments to the demobilized men in the Defence Forces. 

Shrl Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions- Non-Muhammadatt 
Rural). What was the decision of the Committee on the supply of ghee to tiie- 
Armed Forces? 

Mr. President: I am afraid the decisions of the Committee may be referred 
to on some other occasion 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman (Patna and Chota Nagpur cum Onssa. Muham- 
madan). May I know whether this Committee also deals with the question of 
demobilization, or not, and has this question ever been placed before this Com- 
mittee? 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalja: The Committee is competent to deal with any questions 
which any Member of the Committee wants to put in the agenda and which the 
Honourable the Defence Member, who is the President, is prepared to accept. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal (Presidency Division. Non-Muhammadan Rural): 
On the question of agenda may I make a submission for the information of the 
House, and for drawing the attention of the Honourable Member to this matter. 
Sir, the agenda is prepared and circulated in a way that the non-ofiBcial members 
are practically excluded from the opportunity of putting forward their sugges- 
tions. I referred to this matter when the last meeting of the Defence CouBultS' 
tive Committee was held. Before that, however, informal enquiries were made 
and the members had no idea as to when the meetings were going to be held. 
All ofa sudden a date was fixed and the agenda was circulated One of the 
Members of that Committee wrote to the Department askmg for inclusion in 
the agenda of certain very important matters — questions relating to I N.A. tmd 
R.I.N — and the reply that was received was that as the meeting was coming up 
and the agenda had already been prepared and was heavy, therefore there was no 
time for inclusion in the agenda of such matters But unfortunately some time- 
after that another supplementary agenda was circulated and this supplementary 
agenda was prepared by the Department itself. I will not find faults with the 
past, but I would expect the department to put up things a little better It will 
be better for the Department if an idea is given to the Members as to the approxi- 
mate time when the meeting was going to be called and if suggestions are 
invited from them for inclusion in the agenda, ^hat would facilitate business 
and that will also create an impression that the Department is not out to do- 
business in a hide and seek manner. 

Mr. O. 8. Bhalja: T replied to my Honourable friend when he put this 
question to me on another day in this Session As I just now stated the subjects 
placed before the Committee took two days to discuss. 

Mr. Muhammad Nauman; Where was the harm if it had taken four days 
instead of tu’o? 

Mr. a. 8. Bhalja: If more items had been added to the agenda, the meeting 
would have had to be adjourned till the third day. As regards the fixing of the 
date, perhaps my Honourable friend is aware that it was difficult to fix a date 
which was suitable to all members of the Committee. I made several attempts 
to fix a date previous to that but the Honourable Members seemed to be tired 
after the autumn Session and could not meet immediately afterwards. I have- 
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already eiven an ae‘<ura?ice on the floor oi the House that all the subjects which 
my Honourable friend wanted to discuss at the last meeting will be placed m the 
agenda of the next meeting which, I hope, will be convened soon after the 
financial year is over. If it would be convenient to my Honourable friends m 
this House it can meet immediately after this Session is over. 

Mr. Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau Indian Com- 
merce) May I know whether in that agenda will be included the very important 
question of the acquisition by India of three Cruisers from the United Kingdom, 
Cruisers winch were damaged and which have been repaired and which are of a 
class which America below up at Bikini? 

Mr. O. S. Bhal|a: Certainly. In fact this question has already been placed 
before the Defence Consultative Committee, and if desired by any Ht/iiourable 
Member who is a member of the Committee it will be again placed before the 
next meeting of the Committee. 

Mr. Presldeiit: The question is‘ 

“That tins Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may direct, twelve non-official members to serve on the Defence Consultative 
Committee for the financial year 1947-48.” 

The motion was adopted 


Mr. President: I have to inform Honourable Members that the followmg 
dates have been fixed for receiving nominations .md holding elections, if neces- 
sary, m connection with the following Committees, namely 


— 

Date for nomination 

Date for election 

1 Standing Committee for the Depart- 
ment of Works, Mines and Power. 

24tli Miirch, 1947 . 

26th March, 1947. 

2. St.vndmg C ommitteo for the Depart- 
ment of Food. 

24th March, 1947 

26th March, 1947. 

3. Defence Consultutivo Committee . 

24th M.ircb, 1947 . 

27th March, 1947. 


The nominations for all the three Committees will be received m the Notice 
Office upto 12 Noon on the dates mentioned for the purpose The elections, 
which will be conducted in accordance with the Regulations for the holding of 
elections by means of the single transferable vote, will be held in the Assistant 
Secretary’s room ui the Council House, between the hours of 10-30 A m and 1pm 


COAL MINES LABOUR WELFARE FUND BILL 


The Honourable Shrl Jagjivan Ram (Labour Member) Sir, I beg for leave 
to introduce a Bill to make better provision for financing measures for promoting 
the welfare of labour employed in the coal-mining industry 
Mr. Prefsident: The question is. 


"That leave be granted to introduce a Bill t 
for promoting the welfare of labour employed 
The motion was adopted. 

The HonouraWe Shrl JagJWaa Ram: 


o make better proviaion for financing measures 
in the coal-mining industry " 

Sir, I introduce the Bill. 



DELHI AI^D AJMHR'MBBWABA BBJJT CONTBOL BILL- confci 

Xr. President: The House will now consider the motion regarding the Bill 

to make better provision for the couttol of rente in certain ureas in the I’ro- 

vinoea of Delhi amd Ajmer-Merwara as reported by the Select Committee 

Ju this respect, while discussing the ooiisiderution motion, I should like to 
make s request to the Honourable Members of the Douse, I find that a 
lai*ge number of anieudinents, numbering m all 121. has been tabled. There 
aro two couises open. On the consideration rnotion, a general discus-sioo 
might take place and then the amendments may be moved and discusstsl 

absolutely shortly just to avoid a repetition ot the debate and spending the 

tunc ot the House. Or m the alternative, the eonsideration motion may be 
discussed very briefly and then the merits ot each amendment which involvi.*>- 
.some suggestion or other, may be discussed at greater length. J arm making 
the suggestion jUst with a view to have an effectiic di'icu'-Mou m the Hriiise 
ah also to avoid rejietition and to save time. 

Mr. Sas&oks Sekhsr Ssoysl (Presidency Division. Non-Muhamnnulan 
Huriil): May I submit that the former course will lx. better, because once the 
Honourable Member m charge of the Bill gets a full idea as to the impheq- 
tions erf the amendment tabled, lobby diseusbioiih and other things might 
narrow down the points of difference so tur as the amendments are concerued 

Mr. ]ftesdeiit: I mean that the Honourable Members niay not discuss the 
same amendments and the same point after having once discussed them in 
the consideration motion generally. I am entirely in the hands of the 
Honourable Members and I will see that the Honniiahle Members cooperate 
with me in rot repeating the argument^ 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale (Government* of India Nominated Official) Sir, j am 
gieutly obliged to you for the valuulde suggestions which you have ju^t, now 
made To-day is the 20th March and the e\ sting lent control oiders exjnic 
on the 24th ot this month. So w- h.i\e oiiI\ lour .l.iys left, witliin wlueli, 
this House has to finish coasideiMtion of tln.s Jbll .md the Coiincil of Rl.ite 
has also to consider the same Itell 

T am very glad that you hace stressed the nrgenc^ of the matter and 1 
hope that we shall all act up t. ^onr \aluable suggestions and see that this 
Bill 18 passed as quickly as possil le T may add that valuable discussions 
have already taken place in ilu* lohbv during the last fOw Jays and the points 
of difference have been \er\ (•onsKlerabl\ n.irrowed down In fact, I may 
say that mo<it of the points have been denied and i. Honourable Members 
will only accept your \ ilnablc ads ice, we should finish tins Bill within a 
^couple of hours 

As regards mv (.peiiing reimiiks, I shall trv fo be .as brief as possible 
Yesterday evening before the House adjourned, I acknowledged rny deep debt 
of gratitude to the members of the Select Committee for the very valuable 
suggestions which thev had made and the many amendments which they had 
intrcduced in this Bill f then went on to explain how we had kept the 
primary important point in view that we shcaild do nothing in connection 
with this Bill which would discourage private house-building activitv The 
Select Committee has very wi«elv decided that nothing in this Bill should 
affect anv new houses of which the construction will be completed front) now 
onwards. Apart from this, we made a few other modifications in Section 10 
by which vacant sites attached to residential and non-residential quarters will 
be availaVdc for new buildings Thirdly we have tried to be very fair to all 
interests imd particularly to the landlords to guard against any ‘feeling that 
this is an ex-proprietary measure, that their rights are being ^en awav and 
that buildings ore being requisitioned though not on' behalf of 'Government 
but CXI behalf of the tenimts and sub-tenants I then explained how the Select 
Ooinniittee had allowed for a graded increase in rent, how they had modified 
• ' ( 2223 ) 
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[Mr. B. K Gokhale.J 
thy provisiohs for eviction, how the^ hnd protected sub-tenants both from 
cvictiop as also from extortionate demands of rent, what provision we had 
mad', for repairs, how the penalty ciause had been tightened up and how we 
iuid provided for speedy remedy in court through the procedure a^iplicable to 
Si nail Causes Courts 

I shall now briefly deal witli nuother important clause. Clause 11, which 
Was discussed at great length on the floor of this House belore the Bill was 
Inferred to Select Committee Heie the Select Committee has made very 
important modifications In the first place. Sir, this clause as amended in 
Select Committee will now apply only to premises in Now l>elhi It will not 
<ippK to Old Delhi nor to Ajmer-Merwara noi to any other area. Secondly 
the Government have agreed that this clause should not apply to small tene- 
ments or small houses or anything of which the standard rent is less than J{s 
‘2'K) p m The primary object ot this clause is to find aceommodutioii for 
loieign Embassies and' High Commissioners and people of that kind and 
therefore we agreed that any house of winch tlie standard rent was less than 
lv&. 20(1 siiould not come within tht- scope of this clause The third modi- 
fi'catioi to which Goierniiiont agreed was that in houses of which the land- 
lords got pris.session lor their own le-ideiice, whether through Court or on 
dorequi'ition, should not bt toiuliod bs Government, should not be taken on 
lea.-', b\ Govoinnient under this Clause I hope. Sir, that after these inodi- 
lieations, this clause will now prove geneially acceptable to Honourable Mem- 
bers in this House 

Shri Sri Prakasa (Benares and Gorakhpur Divisions Non-Muharnmadun 
Kur'di '\iid to l.indlorils and tenants also! 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: As als</ to landlords and teuants These are very 
huLi-ta.ntial eoiicessioiis 

Sir, this Bill is ,1 control ineasuie under which Govtinment have not re- 
served ally poweis foi their own oflieets except ror the very limited purpose 
(ompnsed m Cl.msi H o) this Bill This is a control measure ot which the 
working will lie entiroly m ihe hands ol the people coneemed, which means 
(111 landlord-,, tit ten.uits, and the sub tenants And J hope and trust that 
by leaving e.xeeuli'Mi to the peopli eim tilled, subject '1 course to anv dis- 
jnites bt-Hig taken to tlie Small Causes Ct>mi theie will be no question of 
eo.rniitior oi .im of the othei nbiises which i ro generdly .'’ssociated with 
tontrols 1 ,ils(i b. ne. Sii. that .nvui a sniiit -'.f eomiaoiinsp, a spirit of live 
.md live, ,1 general spirit tit aeconimtAlatidn, which is after all essential 
when we are going to live m the same euinuniiiitv and ai'o parts ot the s.aine ' 
eommimitv, this Bill should prove entile 1\ 'workaidc anti there should be very 
little oeoasion ioi anyone It. go to the (V-uii of Sm.di Causes to increase liti- 
gation Governmeiit are veiy .iiixioiis not to inr tease litigation — but for. 
.1 lew hard ease.s .t i.s inevitable lli.d lilig!'tit>n will liave to be provided for 
The Bill ns now drafted, T hope and trii.^t. will b-. such (hat it will prove 
workable and will not Icnl to ."nv i.yiposition or (roiil It- 

There are twei other small points which 1 would likt lo stress This is 
not .'.11 oll-lndia mea.sure Tt onlv aiinlies to twe small meas, the province 
(.if Delhi and the province of Apmi-Meiwaia Seeond'v, this Bill does not 
imp'iige on any questions ot bigli policy It is a vei\ mundane, common- 
place affair It onh affects these twi/ small areas and there aip no questions 
of high policv involved. Actually all the other provinets in India have 
idrcarlv passed tbeir Bent Control Bills and it emnof lu s.iid that the Gov- 
erninent of India should set up a model wMcli other provinces raav copy or 
wbie.h other provinces mav follow T would limnbU reoue.st Honourable 
Members to keep these points of view in mind, because that would narrow 
down the discussion That is why T ani partienlarly mentioning both these 
points 



DELHI AND AJUtCK'^UBtlWARA UENT CONTBOL BILL 22^^ 

There is just one more point which I would like to nieofteon'. No Bill, 
uuleftS it 18 in the natute of an encyclopoedea can possible provide for every 
exception. There are hundreds of exceptions end there ar® hundreds of hard 
cases. We know that landlords have got their difheuities; we Enow mat 
tenants have got their difficulties; and we loiow also that sub-tenants have 
aslo ^,ot their difficulties. It cannot be said that all landlords are bad or that 
all tenants are good There are good landlords and there are bad landlords; 
but, the majority ot them, 1 presume, are just ordinary landlords. The same 
tl.iiig applies to tenants also. There are good and bad tenants, but the bhlk 
ui them, i presume, are just ordinary common people. It we try to meet 
cvciy possible exception and every possible case of hardship by introducmg 
amendments to this Bill, tbe Bill will swell to the size of an encyeiopoeUea, 

1 am quite sure that it will create more difficulties, more anamohes and more 
hardships than we may expect to avoid by petty minor amendments. I have 
some experience of the allotment of buildings lu Delhi and i have tound that 
loi each case ot hardship which we tried to remove by making a special ex- 
ception, we introduced fresh anamohes, fresh cases of hardship and fre«h 
giievances. Bor one grievance which we sought to remove, we had ten 
giii'vanoes freshly created, simply because of the amendment which we intro- 
duced to remove one grievance. I would therefere earnestly entreat all 
Honourable Members to think of these difficulties and not to try to meet 
evciy possible case of hardship. We will have to leave these cases of hard- 
ship to be dealt with by common sense, by a spirit of compromise, by a spirit 
<j1 give and take. It is quite impossible to provide for all such cases, in a 
Bill of this kind. If we take a general view and meet out rough and ready 
]u^tice to the bulk of the community, that is the best that we can achieve. 
1 fei'l that the Bill as it has now emerged from the Select (Jonimittee, to- 
gether with the amendments on which there has been mtomuil agreement in 
the lobbies, will be a good working proposition and the House ‘-hoiild hiiie 
ao hesitation in accepting the Bill. With these words Sir 1 tonimeiid inv 
irintioii to the House. 

Mr. President: Motion moved 

“That the Bill to make better provision foi the contiol of leiitt, m ..iit.mi .iie.io m the 
I’lovmces of Delhi and Ajmer-Mcrwara, as reported bv tli»' Seletl IVmmittce, be i.ikeii 
into consideration " 

Mr Manu Subedar (Indian Merchants’ ('hamber and Bnredu Indian 
Commerce). Sir, before the avalanche ol divei^.e and partisan amendments 
bleaks, out on this House, I felt that 1 should like to sujip’emeni wliat Mi 
tU-'khale has very ably put in detail 1 '-hould like to supiiCment it, lo, "a 
few general ideim oil this subject for the cousidei.ition of the Menibi‘i,s ol Bus 
House, so that they may be able to look upon the pinhlem from a pioper 
persjiective and in the context of the economic conditions in which W'e exist 
at present and how this is a problem which society as a whole has to deal with 
and .11 which it is, not possible, .is Mr (iokhale said, to jilease every one or 
to provide for every type of case. 

What is the real position’’ Theie was a shortage of houses in this countrv 
in many cities before the war broke on us because these cities were expand- 
ing. The populations were growing, the governments that wore situated in 
these cities were increasing the number of their departments and functions 
and generally there were many reasons lending^ to the growtii of cities in the 
same manher in which cities in India have grown in the past and housing 
wtis short. As soon as houses were short, construction took place, when 
private unbatisfied parties offered a little higher rent, persons who had money, 
the larid and the materials came forward to put up houses. This process has 
been stdpped on account of the war We are in an abnormal situation. At 
the same time, this is only a palliative measure, a tempbrary measure, which 
does not put an end to the problem and the problem still remains with us 
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It IB my prediction that in the city of Delhi in the next ten years, even if 
build'ng material ia plentiful, a shortage of houses will still continue, for the 
Biinple reason that the growth is faster than houses can be constructed. At 
the present moment the problem has become absolutely abnormal. Building 
material is not available. Explanations of different kinds are given, some of 
which are not satisiactory. This Government is, in my opinion, not oaring 
out its own declared policy of assisting housing on a large scale, assisting it 
in every possible manner. Last year the Government announced that houses 
the construction of which is concluded in two years will be permitted to go 
free of incometax for a period of two years. That was a very sound measure 
but 1 do not think there will be many houses constructed this year, the owners 
of which will be able to take advantage of this encouragement given by gov- 
ernment There are specific causes of discouragement; as a matter of fact, 
in the distribution of buildmg material there is almost as much failure and 
fru'stration as there is in the matter of cloth and food and their distribution, 
about which the general public complains. 

There is a very abnormal situation now. It is a vicious circle. Capital 
Yihich would otherwise be directed to building houses is not bemg so directed. 
The flow oi investment in this particular field has been definitely checked on 
account of the Bent Act itself. I do not say that for that reason the Kent 
Act should not come up I am only pointing out that we have to go to the 
root of the problem. The permanent solution of this difiSculty for all parties 
and sectiuiib concerned is going to be an increased supply of houses and for 
this {.urpose, while the Bent .Act has to remain, what other measures is this 
Coverument taking in order to increase the number of houses which can be 
constructed in a given time and increased to such an extent that those who 
might be in difficulties might get suitable accommodation. Even if building 
niaterial were available today, the cost of replacement has become heavy. 
As regards the return to the new amount ol additional money which is to be 
put in in order to construct a house, between the economic rent and the cop- 
tiohed rent there is a vast gap and so long as this gap remains nobody is 
going to build new houses in order to receive less than the reasonable return 
on the heavily increased cost of building in this country. 

ELhan Auuul Oluuu Khan (North West Frontier Province. General): There 
IS no control on the rent of new buildings. 

Mr. liana Subedar: There is no control on the rent of new buildings under 
this Bill, which is a very sound measure but there is in the rest of India and 
1 am addressing the Government of India on the general problem which they, 
have not been able to tackle. So long as this gap remains the difficulty must 
arise. Who is going to bridge this gap, say by a subsidy from the Centre 
or the Provinces or by some other measure of encouragement such as reducing 
the transport and other charges on building materials or in some other way 
I submit that this is a problem which is too complicated but it is the only 
solution in the long run. Do we want rent controls and rent control bills in 
this House and in every provincial legislature in the country to come up for 
the next ten or twenty years with regularity with all the suppressed and 
visible irritations and bad feelings of partisanship on both sides to come up 
and worry the legislators’ lives out of them with these issues? Sir, I think 
J speak the feelings of most members of this House who must have been 
flooded with literature, with requests for interviews and with arguments 
galore Those of us who through error or through courtesy gave interviews, 
once cA twice found ourselves working against a solid rook. The argument 
wah decidedly on one side and no other consideration would count with the 
people who tried to represent these matters. Sir, I do not blame them. Ik 
IS our duty as legislertors to hear all sides and to do the right thing under the 
circumstances which I believe has been very largely done in this Bill. But 
I do say that we must take a long view. This is only a temporary solution 
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W« muBfc take a iong view of this problem and make an attempt to provide 
;a permanent solution so that this Legislature and other Legislatures may 
not be constantly troubled with this problem over and over again and for the 
mortification of not satisfying either side fully. 

Can you satisfy the two sides to this question fully when there is a marked 
deterioration m human nature m this country? The landlord, if he has got 
an/ rights, not only uses all of them fully but he stretches them out and 
tries to abuse them. The tenant, if he has got certain rights, not only uses 
them fully but tries to abuse them I do not say there are not good tenants 
and landlords There is no attempt to paint the whole community black 
because the whole cominunitv consists either of landlords or tenant- one has 
to be either the one or the other. I do not say everbodj is bad. But I do 
say there is a considerable deterioration, there is no room for kindliness, for 
courtesy, for consideration of the other man’s difficulties, for imagination, for 
justice and for humanity m the dealings between man and man. This deterio- 
ration is not only in this field but in everv field This problem which we 
have to consider is a social problem. 

Now, Sir, there have been manv forme oi abuse by landlords in the sense 
they have increSsed rents, secured evictions and evaded their responsibility 
lor repairs There have been equally on the other side many abuses by the 
lenont The biggest abuse by the tenant has been when the tenant 
uiornentarily becomes a landlord in the sense that he in his turn sublets. 

Sir, the evil of subletting is twofold. It is not only objeoticouble from 
the point of view ol the tenant but from the point of view of the oommimity 
as a whole Wheieas the law piohibite the landlord from profiteering from 
tlie public and from the users of house property, the same law is blind and 
has omitted to make auv provision against n similar profiteering by the tenant 
who sublets Cases have been known in Bombay where some of the Iraqi 
Jews and evacuees have fiats cl three rooms for it- 250 It was an ironical 
justice. Sir, that each of the three looms was occupied by a British officer 
w iio paid Ps fi50 for each room Such profiteering bv the sub-tenant hn« 
taken place and ir is a had phenomenon I am very happy that abuse by 
the tenant of his rights and jinvileges has been met with in this case. Simi- 
larly, abuses bv the leiidlords as far as they could be seen and met, have also 
been met in this case 

With regard to borderline issues, as my Honourable friend Mr. Gokhale 
«aid, nobody can provide for all kind of conditions and oases With regard to 
that the expedient which we have found useful in Bombay is to have a high 
le.vt! officer like the Rent Controller and the Collector of Bombay to have 
certain powers to determine the 6ona /ides of parties when they make allega- 
tion , against one another The expedient has been differed here, but there 
is no reason to suppose that having rcgai-d to the prc/visions already made it 
is not a considerable improvement over the past. It would be good sense and 
wri would be doing duty to ourselvea and to the House and following the wise 
words which fell from you. Sir, if we were to examine amendments not in 
the spirit as to whether absolute justice is done to one or the other side, 
whether full provision is mode for every contingency, but with a view to 
expedite the progress of business in this House and generally to see whether 
a rough and ready justice is not already made by the Select Committee. I 
may say here in mv experience of Select Committees there was not one Select 
Committee in which there was a more determined effort on the part of cer- 
tain memben to press every little point. At every little word, tvtrr eomzna, 
there was hesitation and a new point of view urgM. In other wonu, Sir, m 
my opinion this has been so thoroughly sifted out by the Select Committee 
that rnii House ought not to devote too much time ou this. 
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twif, Sir, the first social purpose which we have m view w tlwt we 
should Avoid ecouomio displacement which is a very great tragedy pi the life 
of everybody. There is no man, either highly placed or lov/ in ^lite, tP whom 
if you said, either immediately or even with some little notice, Go away and 
find out any place you hke', it would not be a terrible thing. The proviaion 
that though the sub-tenants were not there legally, yet they should not bo 
displaced, that the burden of this Bill should fall on as small a number of 
people as possible, that the inconvenience and loss should occur ^ as sinall 
a number as jxiBsiblo, was the guiding principle and I am very happy that 
that pnncipal has been secured Sir, the jiosition really is like this. It is 
like passengers in a shipwrecked bout vvheie the boat i.s sinall, accommodarfcion 
16 still smaller ruid wheie everybody has to go on short rations and restrictions 
in the common interest Hut when Iho shipwrecked boat sometime reaches 
the shore and jveoplo are picked np, so far as this is concerned, unless the 
(i(,verninent of liHha make bousing a major problem, a major issue, and take 
Bjiecial stojiB, mih*ss they examine, not m the narrow dep.ai't»nental sense of 
‘This is not ni\ concern', this is (he concein •>! such and such department', 
unless they oxamiiU' this subjeet which in inv opinion oveisteps the boundary 
ot oiu- single Deji.o-tinent— it covei^ sevi-ral Depaitmciits’ activities together-— 
Uiere will be no solution (o this jm-iilciu I submit. Sir, that there should 
be .1 Ilou ing T.oaid appoinled b\ the Gov < i npieiit of fiidi.t to tnke into account 
ciaisidciat'on- with I'g.ud to the difticulties of ili< building of new houses 
which are mriiiv •md v Inch at |»rP'-"nt go un;u counted for Everybody who 
attempts lo coiislruct ,i new lioiise is hems sent fiom jullav to post. There 
IS no deal diioctivc The Piomiui.i1 Govemiiient savs file Government of 
fiidii ail' eoneeincd 'I’hev sii\ ‘we juc ii'-t concerned, it is the Steel ('m- 
tiollei’s husiiu'.ss' Soimhodi eUe savs it is sOURhodv ojse's business. Evi n 
competent jiartics who atternjit in these d.iv-- (<> build ,i new bouse give d up 
a a bad job Tli it is .i delect iii adiiiiiiistr.ttioii lioth Geiitral and provincial 
winch I would slrongjy nige shnild lie icinedn.d !i> tile estahl'shnienfc of d 
small Ho.srd, of lioth officials and non-officinls covering all the Departments it 
iipieswarv Sir, lliis i- a major issue .md I would evin like one of the Ministeis 
to be made dnectlv lesjionsibU lor this and .ill the Dojiartments can say to 
him ‘ Wo would give you .rll the laeilitics -von wint” ff wo do not do it, w’c 
will he caught m the vicious circle Your n cl jiro+ilem will go from one diffi- 
cult} t< li mw seiious difficult} iii fut'uie ami w i eii that arises the cuteiy 
fioin different sections who .'ire aflV-cted wall be .still greater. In order to avoid 
that it Is mv suggestion tbaf the Government ot Indi.n should actively enquiit', 
sbould K'ceivc suggestions .-nd geivnilK see wliat is the difficulty to pravide 
capital finwmg into house coiistiuctions This piobitm is vei'} miportcmt non 
ineielv with icgard to tins- it is of great miportfmce as an inti-inflationary 
measure The money in the jiockels of jieople who are waiting to build 
bouses would then go into the proper field 'it is of still greater impoitancc 
from the point of view of labour There is not a single trmfe winch can absorb 
men with greater facditv and m larsd number than new construction We 
find all miscellaneous men and there is an extraordinarv amount of inonev 
being ?pent by the Defence Department on resettlement of soldiers. Con- 
siderable sums of money are being spent bv the Labour Department on much 
the same object and this comjdote waste of public funds which these two 
departments are. indulging in could bo saved if a similar effort were made m 
r/rdc-r to increase the amount of capital flowing into house building, because 
construction can absorb in my opinion something like half » million people 
strnighi away in the course of the next three months if this Goyemment will 
onl, act promptly and rightlv. 

What is then mv message to i-opresentntives both of landlords md tenants? 
My message to them is this The problem has been thoroughly sifted as far 
as human ingenuity could do it Provision has been made to sailsfy everv 
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interpot as far as possible and Government have shown * very prai^aTortl:', 
attitude in this matter and beyond securing the majot issues, namely, that the 
tenant will not be evicted and that his rent will bo controlled Up to a p.u ti- 
cular point. Government have shown a very praiseworthy spirit in this matter 
and therefore we ought to curtail and check discussion of it- find I w'ould advise 
all those interests who remain dissatisfied with the moasiire as it finally 
emerges from this House to unite and to urge on the Government of India and 
tha I’rovincial Govemments to increase house budding activity vvbioh is thw 
ultimate and final solution of this difficulty The present Act is » mere 
palli.ative and the final solution is the increased supply of new building and 
facilities to be created by the Govcmihciit of India. Sir, I support the Bill. 

KhWl Moluimnuid Tuain Kh s n (Agia Division. Muhammadan llural)' 1 think 
the best principle of law m that there should ho no restriction on anybody’s 
property and nobody should be restricted in the use of his ])ropcrty as he likes 
but sometimes this law has to be changed iii tlm interests of the general public 
Here the landlord has got his property and he wants to use it hut we are going 
to curtail his liberties but we can only do so to the e,\tent which is just and 
proper. Therefore this House is in Ae position of a judge Here are landlords 
who want to use the property as they like The tenants say that if the land- 
lords use their property as they like, what shall be our fate. So this House 
18 m the position of a judicial officer who shoiihl see that proper justice is done 
to both The landlord should not suffer beeaiiso the tenants want to take ad- 
vantage of their position and create a kind of propaganda The tenant# should 
not suffer because the landlord wants to become greedy and wants to take 
advr.ntage of his position and oust a tenant with .i view to let the premises on 
a higher rent to somebody ilse. This is the pritieijile to which the Committee 
ilevoled a good di'.il ol altention and they bavi* lOiind that ,i via media should 
be found which may be satisfactory to all peojile eoneerned and I think the 
Select Committee has brought out a Bill which should he acceptable to every- 
body 

I know that" there are many who will not be content with the provisions of 
tlie Bill. Tn some cases this will hit them hard Some tenants may feel that 
they w’ill suffer Some landlords also will feel the same way But we cannot 
take solitary cases into consideration We have to see that the general public 
do not suffer One idea is m the minds of people and that has been given great* 
publicity winch I hope the House will drive away from their minds It is this, 
that all tenants are poor and all landlords arc rich This is tihsohitely wrong 

Shri Sri Prakasa: Quite so 

Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan: This is the prop^anda going on Some eas^s 
have come to my notice and T trust also many Honourable Members who sat i . 
the Select Committee There are certain widows who own no other property 
except a house which ir bringing Rs. 30 or 40 a month. They have let out the 
house probably to a man whoso income is Rs. 300 a month. This was let m 
1039 Tn 1939 the widow could certainly manage te live on Rs -‘10 a month a 
moderate life Her children may have been small at this time hut ilurjiig the 
last 6 or 7 years the children have grown up. Prices have gone up four tunes. 
Now, are we to force this widow to continue to let her building for the same old 
Es. 30 a month when the tenants’ income has probably risen to Rs fiOO by 
this time. Now, who is poor, the tenant or the landlord. 

There are many people w-ho own property worth Rs. 100 or Rs. 200 a month. 
In 1939, the man could live in decent life on 200 a month but what you could 
get for 200 in 1939 you cannot get for 800 now The tenets have also increased 
their income. The population has increased, the cost of living 'has aoiu up 
Everybody is doing many times more business than what they were doing tudore 
the war while you have taken into consideration the small tentihts paying Ks 2a 
a month .ton have ignored the landlord who has also bbfcfi hit hfird by the in- 
creased cost of living and the increase in the prices of all other comrooditre#. 
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• There are many oases which have been hit hard. 1 do not think that m a 
measjure o£ this kind proper justice could be done in every case Unless we allow 
free play to economic considerations, see how many houses ere available, how 
many people are wabting them and so on, we cannot do proper justici' When 
we are curtailing the tent m the interest of the people, J do not thiiik we should 
Make into consideration each and every case. Now, let us see who are mostly the 
people who are tenants? Before the war the population of Delhi was not even 
' 7 lakhs dunng winter; in summer it used to be something like 8 to 5 lakhs. 
'The population now is about 12 lakhs throughout the year. This shows that the 
tenants have mostly come from outside and they are not the Delhi people. Now, 
IS it right that the people who live in Delhi and who own property in Delhi 
, 'ihauld be jienalised to an extent which may be unbearable for them and that 
people who come from outside and who make lot of money in business should 
not pay anything out of their gams to the landlords? This, to my mind, is 
quite unjust and unreasonable If it were a permanent measure, I would have 
gone for this pnnciple, but as it is a temporary measure I do not mind it. Let 
us see if a tenant who is living in a residential house is paying 10 per cent, of 
Ins income. If he was paying 10 per cent, of his income in 1939, is he still 
paying at the same rate for his house rent? 

Stul Sri Prakasa: Wo are charged about 25 per cent of our allowances. 

Khaa Muham m ad Tamin. Ehaa: The case of the Honourable Members of 
this House is different They do not receive any salary; they receive only 
4ri allovrauco and thej come here at a great sainfice They can make plenty ot 
. money in their profession, but they come here at a great sacrifice 

Shri Sri Frakasa: V\'hy are we charged so highly? 

Khan Muhammad Yamln Khan; I do not want to go into that question. As 
J was saying, if a man has got the capacity to pay house rent at the rate of 
10 per cent, of his income, why should he insist to pay only 1 per cent of his 
income, which was the case in 1939. 

Khan Abdnl Ohani Khan: What about the cases of those people who have 
A fixed income like the school teachers and Oovernment servants? 'They have 
not had any increase at all. 

Khan Muhammad Yamin Khan: There are some people who have got fixed 
income and they have had no increase in their incomes since 1939 But such 
(Jnses are very rare, because every employee of the Government of India has 
had an increment. It may be that the school teachers have had no increment 
I know that even ■ carpenter who used to get Rs. 1-4 a day, is now getting 
hs 4-8 a day and the labourer who used to get 7 annas a day, is now getting 
Rs 1-8 a day. Do you think these people whose income has been increased 
. by three times should continue to pay the rent at the fixed rate while they 
pay everything else at a much enhanced rate? If this is allowed, then ull 
tlhose people who depend entirely on the income from rent will be hard hit 
We should therefore consider the matter coolly when we have to decide between 
Iho two conflicting interests. Even if we want to pub a restriction on the rent 
for residential property, we should see that that restriction does not hit the 
owners of the property hard and unjustly. We took all these matters into con- 
sideration, both as regards business premises and residential buildings, including 
the cases of sub-tdnants, and we came to the conclusion that is embodied in 
the report of the Select Committee I hope the House will suppesrt this decision 
which has been arrived at after mature consideration There are 140 Members 
in this House and if eve^ Member has got his own ideas about each clause, then 
. there will be so many ideas. When a Bill of this kind is referred to a Select 
Committee, it is threshed out there and a certain decision is arrived at which 
should be generally acceptable to all. So, I hope the House will accept the 
Bill as it has emerged from the Select Committee and will not introduce many 
changes in it. After all, we have got a very limited time and if we do not pass 
Siis Bill into law, what would be the fate of those people whom wa want to 
jH^e protection. 
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Lala Dcabbandbu Oapto: (The Honourable Member .spoke m Hiudustain 
For Hindustani text see Appendix to the Debatee for the 20th Maroh. 1947. 
English translation given bflow. — ^Bd. of D.), Sir, I was just printing out 
the difficulties with which we are faced, so far as the housing problem is 
concerned bdt I do not wish to dilate any more on it. 

Lala Dsshbaodlin Oapta (Delhi: General): Sir, I am thankful to the Hon- 
ourable Member, Mr. Qokhale who, according to his promise, gave full freedom 
to the members of the Select Committee to amend the Bill according to their 
views Accordingly, if the Bill as it went to the Select Committee and the Bill 
as it hns emerged therefrom be compared it will be found that the Select Com- 
mittee has given good attention to its clauses and have considered it from every 
aspect Government placed no hinderance in our way and we are 
thankful to them. They have assured the House that if the Mem- 
bers would amend it they would have no objection Ijot of time was devoted 
to it in the Lobbies It then went to the Select Committee who' has amended 
it I hope time will not now be wasted and the amendments which have been 
fully discussed will be accepted by the Government. Sir, I am fully at one 
with my friends in this, and it was greatly stressed at the time when the Bill 
went to the Select Committee, that until a large number of houses was built the 
problem could not be solved The scarcity of the houses can be judged. The 
anxiety and the running about of landlords and tenants testifies to the shortage 
of houses Both sides were justified in their expression of grief and anger 
Unluckily or luckily I am a resident of Delhi and so it concerns me more. At 
first the Bill was nicknamed J^andlords' Bill and now they say that the Select 
Committee Hna made it the Tenants' Bill The Bill is neither a landlords Bill nor 
a tenants’ Bill The Select Coiinnilt^'e have tried to do the utmost justice to both 
Sir, if joii will look at the amendments made by the Select Commilttje you will 
find rliat the most important amendments which have been made with respect to 
the rent relates to clause 9 When it went to the Select Committee the standard 
rent was fixed on the hnsis of -1946 rent and an increase of l/8rd was recom- 
mended over it, but the Select Committee after consideration fixed the standard 
rent on the basis of 19;$9 rent inst-ead of 1946 and the increase in the gra<k' scale 
has been calculated on the basic rent of 1939 The increase in rent in the 
various provinces in this connection has also been considered by the Select 
Committee and the graded scale proposed by the Select Committw is right 

.VI V friend, Khan Mahammad Yainin Khan has said that consideration should 
be paid to smaTl landlords I feel for them and wish justice should be done to 
them but 1 am afraid if efforts were mode to justify their cose the problem will 
remain unsolved According to proposed grade scale an increase of Rs. 12-8-0 
IS msule in a rtnt of Rs 2.'i My learned friend has referred to widows. So far 
as widows and oryihans are concerned I agree that something should be done 
for them. 1 think all the members of the House have sympathy for them but 
there are a lot of difficulties in the way. First of oil if a separate standard is 
fixed for the property of widows it will not look nice to have different rents from 
tenants living in the same street I find no other solution for it than this that 
the tenant renting a widow’s property should have a regard for her and pay 
more rent. I request my learned friends to find out n way out so ttet it may 
not be considered an offence. 

Sir, so far as the tenants are concerned the most important objection made 
on their behalf was that they should not be evicted. Regaling the increase in 
the rate of rent the important provision is in clause 9 and it may be laid down 
that tenant living in a house should not be evicted. The report submitted by 
the Select Committee makes provisions not only for the landlords but for the 
tenants also inasmuch as it lays down that tenants should not be evicted. So 
the teiwnts should rest content that there is no question of eviction now in the 
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Bill. Ifioreover, if a government servant retiree from service the li^dlotd may 
get his residence vacated for himself So far, however, as I have considered 
Section 9 I have conic to the conclusion that no scope for evictions, has 
be«i left in the Bill The tenants must therefore feel pleijised that their 
greatest demand has been met with. It has been decided that suits now pending^ 
in the Courts should not be meddled with but such suits will be v«i7 f*v. Sir, 
the tenants should bo happy that the question of eviction no longer remains in 
the Bill. Moreover the tenants should be satisfied that the reduo^ graded scale 
is a fair scale It is far loss than when the Bill was sent to the Select Com- 
iTiittee So far as business is concerned. Sir, the rent for business premises has 
been doubled. Keeping in view that m these days people are prepared to pay 
Ks 15,000 as pugree to the landlords this does not appear to be a hardship. 
There is another thing. Sir, which tenants do and which we should take into 
eonsidcrcition and that is sub-letting. T emphasized it in my first speech >that 
v\hile the leased houses were mentioned m the ordinance no safeguard was pro- 
posed for tlie sub-tenants whose number is many thousands I think the Selrot 
Committee have done gi-eatest service to the sub-tenants You will find, Sir, 
from their recommendations that they have not only recognized them but have 
proposed a fair rent for them also and their position is the same as that of the 
tenants. The second proposal is regarding tenants who number thousands and 
who were ohaiging from their sub-tenants whatever rent the.'s desired A (ler- 
son paying Rs, 20 for a (JoverntiK nt quaitei was chaiging Rs 100 from his .'-iib- 
tenant Now they won’t l>e able to ehaige excessive rent fiom their sub- 
tenants Sir I consider that the Select Committee by recognizing sub-tenancy 
have afforded relief to thousands of sub-tenanto This has nt the same time 
done a great good to the tenants also because, although they wore charging very 
liigh ivnts, subtenancy was an impoitant ground for eviction All the ordinances 
which were issued in this connection held sub-tenancy one of the grounds for 
f-vietiou , hut now the Select Committee have provided a safeguard for them. 
Those who wero realizing tent clandestinely have now got the right to realize 
lb openly Tenants can now realize rent from their sub-tenants. The Select; 
(’ommitteo have not overlooked the laiidloids also Their greatest complaint; 
was that the tenants had become owners of the houses, they keep sub-tenants 
and charge very high lents from them. The fact was that the tenants wanted 
to become landlords without the obligation of paying house-tax, etc. They 
realize large sums from the sub-tenants and pay no heed to the landlords But, 
now in the Bill which has emerged from the Select Committee w'hile the snh- 
tenants are recognized the landlords are also considered. Now they will get 
half of the rent which the tenants realize from sub-tenants The landlords, 
therefore, have no occasion to complain now Moreover, tenants will not keep 
sub-tenants without the eonsent of the landlords This show's that justice has 
been done to both Inndloids and sub-tenants Sir, however, so far as the sub- 
tenancy IS concerned, Select Committee’s report relates only to residences At 
that time the question of residences was before the Select Committee. But is 
it not the duty of the Government to look to the interests of the business pre- 
mises also? It is eonect to some extent that this question is not so important. 
The opinion expressed hv the Seleet Committee however, is good. I think it 
will cai’^e great trouble to a largo number of people if the question of business 
pixMiiisps was left iinconsidered There is a largo number of businessmen in 
New Delhi and if no relief is afforded the result will be confusion. I suggest 
that sul)-tenancv mav also be recognized for business premises I therefore ap- 
peal to mv Honourable friend .and to the House to extend the same recognition 
to tho business suh-tenanfs as they have extended to the residential sub-tenants 
giving at the same time a fair treatment to the landlords also. This can be 
done in this way In the case of sub-tenanCy, we have increased 26 per cent, 
rent for residential premisc.s , for business premises, we may increase 60 per cent, 
out of w'hich we may give 25 per cent to the tenants and 25 per cent, to the 
landlords Mv learned fnend might think .50 per cent, increase as too high. 
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I may remind him that this increase is not to be levied ftrom poor tewW?^ but 
from nusinessmen who keep shops in Connaught Place to ipake mopey. Ttiere- 
should be nothing against it. 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock 

The Assembly re-assembled after Lupch at Half Past Two of the Clocks 
Mr. President (The Honourable Mr G. V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 

Lala Deahbani^u Oupta: Sir, I was pointing out the amendment made by 
the Select Committee with regard to tenants. Looking from the landlords’ 
point of view, Sir, we find that the Select Committee have endeavoured to pro- 
vide for the realization of rent from the tenants. Landlords have always been 
complaining that they could not realize their rent. They said that the rent 
was less and its realization was attended with a lot of troubles. Legal proceed- 
ings have to be instituted and a lot of botheration has to be faced Tn this 
connection. Sir, the Select Committee have proposed that in future suits will be- 
decided by Small Causes Courts. This will reduce the duration of the suits and 
the lawful complaint of the landlords will be removed Besides, the landlords 
complained that the tenants have occupied the residences and their compounds^ 
in such a way that no further construction work can be carried out in the com- 
pounds. The Bill lays down that the landlords were free to construct buildings 
in the vacant places and the tenants shall have no power to stop them Sir, 
when we look at the Bill we find that efforts have been made to remove lawful 
complaints of the landlords. I want to draw your and the attention of the 
House, Sir, to the provisions in the Bill which in spite of the recommendation'- of 
the Select Committee require amendments They are as follows — 

(1) So far as the sub-letting of business premises is concerned it should be 
validated Sub-letting of portions by tenants to shopkeepers should be legalized 
lust as permission has been given to the tenants of residential premises to sub- 
let a portion of the house There is no doubt that it is the right of the landlord 
to let any portion of the premises but since sub-tenancy has been recognised it 
should be extended to business premises also At present hundreds of small 
shopkeepers, such as tailors, baibers, etc , aro engaged in business. If they 
were asked to vacate their shops it will he a great hardship to them They will 
not be able to go anywhere [ thcreiore think it proper that their sub-ten.anev 
should bo legalized and a reasonable rent should he fi-«cd .Just ns I have given 
notice in my amendment v poition of the rent should go to the huullord 

(2) Just as lihe sub-tenants have liee.i disregarded there is .mother das- of 

tenants which has not been mentioned in the Bill. Select Connnittee has also 
not taken notice of them They are the. people who live m their houses and plv 
their professions. For instance, there arc many bungalows in New Delhi where 
doctors carry on their practice The landlords object that the bung, alow s were 
residential but these people ply their professions there and earn large sums of 
mone.y. Under the eviction clause those people could be evicted by landloids 
who need the premises for their own use Sir this has been a pinctice for a long 
time in New Delhi People have been living in their houses and practising tlieir 
profession. My proposal is and I think tlie Members of the House and the Gov- 
ernment will accept it without any obiection that for such residential premises 
which muv be called business r,nm residential premises .i new st.sndard of rent 
may be fixed and they may be considered business premises for the purposes of 
fixation. I think that the intermediate scale between residential and business 
premises that is or 50 per cent, above the residential rent niav be fixed for 

this sort of houses. This will remove the comjilauits of the landlords and the 

tenant who is oarrving out his profession will also be to a great extent protected 

Of the rest of the proposals placed before the House I also want' that the- 
Goreromeht should give an assurance that the rent of the houses acouired by the 

Govenunent shall also be fixed according to the standwd rate. This question 

was raised in the Beleot Ccanmitteo but it was said on behalf of the Government 
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that since those houses were on lease and not on rent they cannot be dealt >rith 
in ^is I think that it is not difficult for the Government to give, an assur- 
anoe that the standard rent which will be charged from other hopsea will also be 
■charged from houses acquired by the Government. 

Sir, so far as eviction is concerned if you will look to clause (9), you will 
■find that under its sub-clauses (h) and (i) tenants can be evicted. It is laid down 
that tenants could be evicted if they contravened the terms of the lease entered 
with the Government In reality, the Government holds the landlord responsible. 
It is the' duty of the landlords of houses built on lands leased by the Government 
to fulfill the terms of the lease but the landlords’ plea is reasonable that the 
person who contravens the terms is the tenant and not he. For the notice which 
Is served by the Government two provisions (h) and (i) have been introduced in 
'<!lau8e 9. Keeping it in view I suggest that a general clause may be introduced 
\ihich may draw the attention of the court to the provisions over and above the 
eviction' clauses mentioned in the Bill to ensure that no injustice is done to any- 
l)ody and that the tenants have room to present their case and to prove the extent 
of their responsibility So far as the question of contravening the terms .of the 
Government or Improvement Trust lease is concerned one aspect of it is this that 
the notice is served by the Government on the landlord and the tenant has no 
Itnowledge of it but he is evicted for contravening these terms An amendment 
has, therefore, been offered requesting that wheneoer the Government gives 
notice of contravening the terms, a copy of it should also be sent to the tenant 
giving him an opportunity to remove the complaints and save himself from 
eviction I think it is a fair amendment and the House and the Government will 
have no hitch in accepting it One of the rightful complaints of the landlords tt 
that there are tenants wlio are millionairs but live in rented bouses paying the 
rent at the rate which was prevelant in 1939, while for their own properties 
.tcquirerl aftei — ui 1942-4.3 — they charge many times more rent it is with 

lespect to such cases that tenants and landlords who pay less rent and realize 
more rent for the now houses which they have built will he forced to go to their 
ow'ii places An amendment has been proposed in this connection suggesting 
ihat tenants and landlords who can build their own houses shall he asked to 
Micikte and go to their own houses This amendment will entitle landlords after 
It betoni“s n law tli.it people who have their own houses shall have 'o vacate and 
go there. The-.e are principal inattem for which amendments have been moved 
Thi V have becii coi sidered at length by the Government nnd 1 believe there will 
111. no difficult.v in passing them Another complaint of the tenants is that the 
<-cction sets up onlv one machinery of small causes courts I* may be that .i 
case has not been properly decided there Consequently, Sir, an amendment 
has been proposed that so fur ns eviction is concerned they may have the right 
-of appeal in sucli cases to the District Judge It is a roasonahle amendment and 
its .acceptance will remove this complaint Sir, I will not take much of your 
(inie I may, how'over, incidentally support wli.at my learned friend Mr. Maiiii 
Suhedar said this morning that the right way of solving this problem is to build 
more houses I stressed this point in the earlv stagea of the Bill that Government 
should afford opportunities to build inoie houses and today I once more strongly 
.apfiinl to the Government m this connection My le.arned friend Mr Gokhale 
has said that keeping in view the priority in building this shall have no applica- 
tion on future constructions But tho Government have given no assurance 
that they will not do so T say that so for as th(^ Provinoiol P. W. D. is con- 
cerned it is guilty of criminal negligence in this connection. It has done nothing 
up to this time to show that it has made any effort to solve the problems of Delhi. 
Improvement Trust in Delhi is an institution which can do a lot of service to the 
«ity but to our misfortune if the Honourable Member for Works, Minee and 
Power would look to the activities of the Improvement Trust he will ftod that 
4)he Trust has done nothing except making a few crores of rupees by acquiring 
«omc land and properties for a few rupees and selling them for takhe of rupees. 
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I think OoTermhent had qo right to spaad thirty laUia of rupaee on the Aaii- 
toalRriai Soheme out of the one and half crorHs of rupeea earned by the Improve- 
ment Trust. 1 think it was the legal right of the people of Delhi that the money 
realieed from them should be spent on slum clearance. Two or three Viceroys 
and Mahatma Gandhi after seeing the sweepers' quarters expressed very strong 
condemnation saying that the Government pay no heed to the Delhi slums 
Whenever a question was raised it was answered by the repetition of long pro- 
gramme of 'the Improvement Trust. The House is informed that the Trust have 
large schemes in hand. The fact, however, is that if you will see to the pro- 
gress of the Improvement Trust for the year, you will find that no building 
activities were undertaken nor have they done anything towards slum clearance. 
Like bantas they have only tried to increase their own capital. They have beeu 
selling land at Ks. 30 per sq. yard which only five years ago they bought for Rs. 4 
per sq. yard. Although Improvement Trust make so much money by sale of land, 
they have made no buildings on the vacant lands. They have sold 3,000 plot>> 
which are lying vacant. If the Improvement Trust had tried and the Govern- 
ment had afforded facilities for building there would have been 3,000 houses 
built today Government do not give facilities for building houses but they are 
realising lease rent at the exorbitant rate of 2J per cent I would, with due 
deference, urge the Department of Works, Mines and Power that if they desired 
that the problem of Delhi may find a solution they must adopt ways which 
are esaential for its solution. I have a note which will show you what diflicullios^ 
come in the way of obtaining building materials. You will find that the only 
excuse of the Chairman of the Trust is that quota oi steel is only 125 tons. 

Mr. President: I am afraid all this is not quite relevant 

Lala Deshbandhu Onpta; Sir, I was just pointing out the difficulties with- 
wlnch we are faced, so far as the housing problem is concerned but T do not wish 
to dilate any more on it. 

Sir, I should say that it is the duty of the Honourable Member for Works, 
Mines and Power to look to this difficulty. Out of the steel which is being 
given 113 tons is given to the makers of trunks and only 12 tons is given for build- 
nigs Similar are the cases with cement, lime, etc. 1 want to toll you that lu 
a civilized world houses are as essential as food, water and air. What a pity 
that in Delhi, the Capital of India this problem begs for solution? Tn the year 
for 5 or 6 months people from outside come and reside here. It is not a question 
only for the comfort of the people of Delhi but for the convenience of the ]>eople 
of the whole of India. The outsiders, therefore, stiould take as much interest 
m it as the local people. They should help us and force the Government to give 
us more building material. Improvement Trust which is now being conducted 
as a profit concern should be converted into an institution rendering true service 
to the people so that it may also help us in solving this problem. I hope that 
the House will accept the amendments made by the Select Committee m the 
original Bill as well as those suggested by me. When the Bill comes to the 
House again Government will have no need to extend it after two years. The 
passing of this Bill will not only be an occasion for happiness for the members 
of this House, it will also make the mutual relations of the landlords and the 
tenants, pleasant. 

In connection with electricity I will take only one minute of the House. My 
learned friend in charge of the Department of Works, Mines and Power has said 
that the Electricity Plant has been sold for Es. 36,00,000 when the Housing 
problem comes before us we are tedd that without electricity it was useless la 
build new houses I should request my learned friend to try to look at the pro- 
blem of electricity with a point of view with which the people look at it and 
spend the money realized from dectrioity rm .the city’s improvement. 

Sir, in conclusion I shall recommend the House to pass the Bill as it' ha.s^- 
emerged from the Select Committee. 
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Mr> H. M. Joabi (Nominated Non-Official): Mr. President, I propose to deal 
with only one defect m this Bill and that too very briefly. Th s Bill deals with 
the control of rents in the Provmce of Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara. That the 
rents must be controlled is, I think, admitted on all sides. There may be 
difference of opiii on as to the extent to which the landlord should be permitted 
to increase the rent but so far as the need for control is concerned 1 do not 
thmli tlieie is any controversy Unfortunately in this Bill the (jovemmeiit 
oi India luvc piovided that m the case ot new houses or houses built after 1944 
and houses that may be built hereatter there should not be any control on the 
leiifcs Ihs IS one of the greatest defects ot this Bill. This difference oi 
treatment between the houses which were built before 1944 and after 1944 and 
bouses that may bo built hereafter leads to inequalities In the first place, 
side by side you see a house which is rented for Bs. 25 and you see anothei 
havmg the same floor space and perhaps having the same facilites and ameni- 
ties fetching a rent which is twice or three times the rent of the house which 
had been huiJt previously 1 feel that this inequality leads to unhealthy 
jiiactices and a’so what we may call black-niarketuig 1 therefore feel that 
the Government of India made a mistake m not controlling the rents of the new 
buildings and the Select Committee also made a mistake in not imposing control 
on the rents of these new buildings. 

Lala Oeshbaadhu Oupta: I am afraid my Honouiuble friend has not 
coirect'.y understood the meaning of this provision The fact is that on houses 
bu'lt after 1944 we are not allowing any enhancement of rents. It is nob thal 
tbe house owners can put up the rents. The rents have already been fixed 
by the Bout Controller and we aie not allowmg any increase, as those rent-, 
were fixed up at a time when the enhancement had already taken place. 

Kr. N. H. Jofihi: The Bill provides that on ii^w bouses there is to be no 
control on rent It is true that new houses built after 1944 wiU not be 
peimitted to increase tbe rent but tlie houseowners were pennitted to charge 
whatever rent they liked. 

LalE Oesbbandbu Oupta: No. It is open to any tenant to go to the Kent 
Controller and get the standard rent tixed by him 

Mr. N. M. Joshl: yir, in our country there are large sections of people who 
..mnot go to courts 

Sjt. H. V. Qadgil (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) 
l\ot so in New Delhi 

Mr. N. M. Joshl: 1 do not know about New Delhi 1 am talking about 
Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara. I generally do not take upon myself the responsi- 
bility of speaking tor the inhabitants of New Delhi I feel, genera ly speaking, 
they are quite able to take care of themselves. Orduiaiy people belonging to 
the working classes and some others eaimot afford to go to the law courts and 
jiuy the expenses of costly suits. I know what happens to those suits and 
generally people do not resort to courts knowing full well that they will haie 
to spend large amounts of money in older to get the leiibs fixed. The justifica- 
tion given for not fixing the rents of new buildings is that the house building 
industry should be encouraged. If the house building industry ig to be encouraged, 
the builders would need a cei-tain amount of interest on their capital but they 
'Certainly do not expect that they should be permitted to charge any rent they 
like. Usually a capitalist wants a fair return on his capital. Therefore if you 
had jirovided for fixing a fair rent even on new houses, there would have been no 
discouragement to the building industry. 

Sir, I feel that this problem of provision of sufficient houses cannot be 
•dealt with in the way in wbieh the Qovemment of India proposes to do. 
They feel that by permitting landlords to charge any rent they like and making 
huge profits, they will encourage the building industry. In the first place. 
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^’hut is the guarantee that a landlord who makes money out of a building wliicii 
he has built will again reinvest it ui the building industry. Tliore iiia.v be 
some other industry in which he can make larger profits. He may invcHt the 
money which he makes out of his prcMous houses in some other industrv 
There is no guarantee even if \ou al'ow a landlord to make very large profit, 
that the capital winch he secures will be reinvested ni the building industry 
Tile best method of dealing with the pioblein of providing houses is that tiit 
Goverunient of India should treat this pioblem vel^ ,eiiousl\ 1 am \l‘ 1\ 
glad that my honourable friend Mr Maim Subedar and somi* others referred 
to the need for the provision of new houses But f tliink the prov.sioii of new 
houses 111 adequate numbers is not a thing which can be 1 e t to piivate builders 
If we leave the house-building programme to pri\ate bui'ders we 
shall never get adequate housing If wa are anviou.s to supply good 
houses and adequate houses to the working classes and even to the lower middle 
classes the Government themselves will have to undertake the budding programnit,. 
No jinvatc employers can build houses under the present circumstances and get a 
tun return In countries like England Goveinuients have realised this fact and 
the housing of the working classes is now considered to be the responsibility 
of the Government, either of the Central Government or of the provincial 
Governments, or that responsibilitj' is sometimes throwni on the statutory 
local body. But in no country in the world at present is the private builder 
expected to build houses for the working classes 1 therefore suggest to the 
Government of India that they should immediately take in hand a hirge 
jjrogramme for the provision of houses for the working classes. Sometiiiic 
<ig{) the Government of India appointed a Committee to consider the question 
ot provision of houses for industrial w’orkers. lliat question was discussed 
not by the Works, Mines and Power Department but by the Labour Depart- 
ment. They held a tripartite conference oii the question They passed a 
resolution that the Government of India should hike steps to see that houses 
may be provided for the "woiking classes at economic rents They also sug- 
gested that the houses to be built should provide decent housing accommoda- 
uon. It was decided that the Government of India should create a Housing 
Board Un-'ortunately Sir, we do not 411011 what happened after that con- 
ference was held and that resolution was passed 1 urn told — it is only a 
rumour — that some Department of the Goveriiineut of rndia advised the Labour 
Department that they should not undertake such an ambitious plan, that 
building materials were not available and therefore the appointment of a 
Housing Board would be a mistake If a Board is appointed people would expect 
that Board to build houses and therefore the plan for .ippointing a Hoiisiug 
Board was dropped. 1 feel that the Government of India is .neglecting the 
problem and neglecting it in my judgment unnecessarily and too long If 
housing materials are difficult to obtain it is the duly o' the Government of 
India to provide housing materials It is not impossible for the Government 
of India <0 have more cement 01 to have hlfle mole non or to have little 
more wood for the housing of the people in this country. I am sure that if 
the Government of India make a serious effort it should not bo beyond their 
capacity to have more building matenals for the housing of the jieople 1 
also teel that the Government of India can provide the necessary machinery 
lor the building o^ new houses. I want theTTovemment of fndia to realize that 
il is only the Government which can provide houses for the working classes 
If the programme of houses for the working classes is left to private builders 
that programme will never be completed This fact has been admitted all 
over the world and where the Government gives the building of houses for 
the working classes to private builders tliere the Government gives subsidies 
to the private builders so that the private builders may be able to build houses 
and charge economic rents and build houses which people would lifee to occupy. 
I would like the Government of India, if they feel that they are incapable of 
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building houMs themselves and if they feel that it is only the private builder 
who has the capacity to build houses, to come forward and give subsidies 
to the private builders so that houses can be built. It is true that giving 
subsidies to private builders is not enough. If the Government of India 
has not got the bousing material even the subsidy to the private builder 
may not be of much use. Therefore the great problem aa regards housing is 
also the problem of providing housing materials. I am sorry that the Govern- 
ment ot India 18 neglecting this question for a long time. I would like them 
to take it up seriously. 

In this connection I would also like to support the suggestion made by my 
Honourable friend Mr. Manu Subedar that if the housing question is to be 
tackled seriously, adequately and promptly then the Government of India 
should have u separate Ministry for Housing. It is only then that they will 
be able to deal with this question adequately and promptly. Take a snuill 
country like Great Britain. They have a separate Mmistry for Housing. 
1 do not know why a great country like India should not have 
a separate Ministry for Housing and why the housing of the people should 
be lumped up with several other Departments like Works, etc. There are 
several kmds of public works There are irrigation and several other public 
works. Therefoie 1 would suggest to the Government of India that tiny 
should have a separate Ministry for dealing with the question of housmg I 
would ask them to see the difference which is made m Great Britain m this 
respect. There they have a Housing Mmistry and on account of the very fact 
that they have a separate Mmistiy, housing of the working classes and generally 
speaking housing in that country has made great strides, I would thei’efore 
suggest to the Government of India to take up this question of having a seporau' 
Ministry for looking alter the question of the housing of the working classes 

Sii, a Bill of this kind is useful. T have no doubt about it But the nion' 
I'outiol of rents is not going to solve tins problem. It is a palliative wlneii 
may be useful for some time. But so long as landlords can secure higher 
lents theie will be landlords who will* try to get those higher rents by fair 
means or foul 1 would therefore suggest to the Government of India not 
to be content with passing a legislation of this kind but take up seriously the 
question of building new houses 

Mr, Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Sir, since the last speaker has discussed the 
<lucstion of lent I propose to confine myself to the question of eviction. To 
uie it appears that the scope of eviction should have been more restricted in 
this Bill than has been provided for. Sir, I heard the Honourable the Works 
Secretary yesterday He has promised to keep an open mind On that 
assurance 1 shall make my suggestions in the hope that even as the House is. 
through the Bill at different stages it will be possible for him to see his way 
to accept some changes if they commend themselves to him 

In the Statement of Objects and Keasons in the original Bill it is stated 

"It 18 feared the expiry of rent control measure! in the present day coaditions ot 
{general unrest may result in further hardship, discontent and possibly labour troubles ’ ’ 

It 18 presumed from this that the fwiner of the Bill was looking into the matter 
specifically lom the point of view of labour That means that that class shou'd 
constitute the large body of tenantry in this Province of Delhi at least. I do 
not know much about Ajmer-Meewara. I do not also claim to know very 
much about Delhi but as I am here for the last one year T have had to come 
in contact yvrh the problems of this place. I look at this Bill that has emerged 
from the S' lect Committee in order to see whether the prob'ems , which the 
Honourable Member in charge visualised, while bringing in this Bill, are 
avoided or adequately settled by the provisions which this Bill proposes to 
make. I certainly join my Honourable friend the Secretary who congratulated 
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the members of the Select Committee. Certainly they have made very use.'ul 
additions and alterations but the very fact that even after the Select Com- 
mittee’s repoit has come out a large number of amendments have been forth- 
conimg, most of them relating to this eviction and some amendments coming 
from members who served on the Select Committee so ably and deligeutly — 
that shows that there is so much scope for discussing these things. 

In the first place I would frankly submit that there should not have been 
provision for eviction except on the ground of default of payment and m this 
1 am borne out even by the' case of the Government supported by the case 
made out by other speakers It is admitted that there is congestion of 
accommodation in Delhi. That is to say people cannot easily move from one 
house fd another. Even the Government had recourse to lequisitiomng. The 
war is over. The war conditions have changed. Still the liousing problem is 
so acute that Government has had to have recourse to recjuisitioning houses 
and properties. Therefore this applies with stronger toice in the case ot the 
ordinary people who are tenants, i thmk they should not be asked to quit 
peremptonly unless there are very strong reasons to ask them to go out I 
have no sympathy with the tenant who does not pay rent regularly and if he 
does not pay after due notice, then he has to pay the penalty 

At the same time I jom issue with the Deputy President who said that 
after all a man must be allowed to enjoy his pnvate property except in special 
circumstances I submit that to stick to that theory would be to mdulge lu 
anti-social activities It is an accident that some people have got house 
property. It is equally an accident that some people have no houses of their 
own and people who can afford to let the houses to tenants should ordinarily be 
satisfied with getting rent. I do not grudge them a little more but it is a 
question of adjustment of convenience. ’Let the landlord get some good rent 
and let not the tenant be disturbed The Deputy President said that the 
population of Delhi has increased very much People from outside are coming 
and doing bunness It is not their fault that they have been att. icted to this 
metropolis They have been here for years and years and simply beeause 
they came tiom outside it is neither justice nor wisdom to ask them to clear 
out in order to make room lor the convenience of the landlords This is neither 
sense nor justice. Let us make a maximum adjustment i bake the cue from 
the Secretary himself. He said that the Select Committee tried to steer a 
middle course but it is not steering a middle course You aae putting the 
landlord and the tenant against each other 

Uao Abdul Ohani Ktaaa; How? 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; My friend Mi Gham Khan asks ‘How’. T 
must reply to him because he is my neighbour. It is said in clause 9 sub- 
clause (c) that when there is a bona fide requirement on the part of the land- 
lords they will be able to eject the tenants T will not quarrel w ith the elasticity 
of the expression 'bona fides’ But assuming that there may be bona fide 
requirements on the part of the landlords, how is it to be adjusted with the 
bona fide interests of the tenants. You must look at both sides I am a 
tenant in a particular place My landlord’s family has increased Let him 
increase and multiply in happiness and peace but if he wants my blessings 
and the blessings of others also, before he seeks to get his own building for 
better accommodation for himself he must find a comer in the earth for me 
to go and conceal my head under We have to make an adjustment and steer 
a middle course There must be an adjustment My friend Lala Deshbandhu 
Gupta referred to the courts and all thab. To me it appears that it is not a 
question of litigation at all After all it is not a question of right oersug 
wrong. It is not a question of justice venue injustice. It is a questibn of 
maximum adjustment for the benefit of both the landlord and the tenant 
Now, in the section it is provided that if the landlord has no other suitbale 
accommodation, then the tenant must quit This is preposterous The law' 
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should have provided thati it the landlord has no other suitable accommodation, 
the tenant can be ejected only if he can get alternative accommodation. It 
is said that a large number of idle rich are the tenants. 1 have no grudge 
against the rich as such, although I have my sympathy with the poor people 
and 1 belong to that class of society who are not rich. Look at the large 
number ot bhatigia. Delhi is served not only by the miUionnaires and multi 
nullionnaires. It is also served by poor clerks, school masters, poor traders 
and dealeis and also these bhangia who keep up the conservancy of Delhi. If 
they are placed at the mercy of the landlords, where will they stand? This 
IS a two storeyed evil. In a large number ot cases the landlords will try to 
eject the tenants because they want the accommodation for themselves and 
the tenants will be hard put to it to prove that the landlord has another 
suitable accommodation, because the law does not give any defence to the 
tenant m respect of his own convenience. The landlord who cannot make out 
a pioper case will hold a pistol at the head of the tenant and every year at 
the point of the threat ot new litigation he wiU go on taking more and more 
pugiee. This is the evil which will start immediately. Then there is this 
faioe of a protection If the landlord does not use the building for his own 
accommodation within a year, the tenant can come and recover possession and 
claim damages This is obviously impossible and it puts the evicted tenant 
in a position in which ho cannot successfully take action against the landlord 
Thcie 16 nothing m the law which gives a guarantee of immunity to the tenant 
if the landlord occupies the new house and lets the old 

Pimdit Thakur Das Bhargava (Ambala Division* Non-Muhammadan) 
What is the solution? Do >ou mean to sa> that the landlord should go and find 
a house for the tenant? 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhax Sanyal: During the period of war years, they have 
managed to live without seeking to eject the tenants Why should they not 
put up witJi a little more inconvenience foi two years more^ 

Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava; The landlord has waited for six years. Will 
not the landlord become oJ<l in these 10 or 12 years? 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: With the prospect of independence coming, he 
will become young and get a new lease of life There are better inspirations 
ahead and people need not be happy only with the snatching away of small 
properties from helpless tenants There should bo other avenues of happiness 
So, I submit that in my humble estimation you should put down the clause of 
eviction only on the ground of default in the payment of rent, otherwise you 
should maintain the status quo My friend the Deputy President, referred 
to the widow and the helpless people If there are widows, I do not know 
wh.at is their number But if the widows claim, then I am entirely at ono 
with the Deputy President when he stated that there should be an assessment 
according to the index of prices, the landlord’s income and also the tenant’s 
income If the landlord is a widow and ought to get a substantial increase in 

the rent and if the tenant is (Interruption ) In this House even the lacl,v 

Members are described as gentlemen. The other day 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member may proceed with his argument. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; The Deputy President was referring to the index 
of prices If a tenant is nch and if he is saddled with an increment commensu- 
rate with his income, I have no objectoin. When the landlord and landlady is 
poor, they may deserve some sympathy. But will her poverty be solved by eject- 
ing the tenant and throwing him on the streets’ I do not understand this 
argument Therefore, I would ask the Honourable Secretary to reconsider 
this question of ejectment He himself was aware of the limitations and the 
hardships because several times he himself pleaded that it is a temporary law, 
it is not a model law and it is not a perfect law So far as it goes, it must give 
protection to the largest number of the Delhi people and not to one or two 
widows only. Our concern is the largest population and the largest population 
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in Delhi oonBflta of tewaante. Sir, we have to give the protection. Let us not 
confuse between the rich tenant and the poor tenant. They stand ou the same 
category, because the rich tenant cannot build a house for himself because there 
IB no material available for building a house. Similarly, a poor tenant also can- 
not give fmgree money to a new landlord and get the house. Therefore, for the 
maximum safety and for the least line of resistance let us maintain the atatua 
quo and not disturb the tentantry from where they are today. 

Now, Sir, there is one matter which comes in this connection, namely, the 
question of going to courts. Yesterday my friend Khan Abdul (rhani Khan 
had a very pleasant fling at lawyers and he was assured by one of the Members 
that lawyers do not really invite litigation If Khan Abdul Gharr Khan had 
been a lawyer, he would have understood that. We do not want litigation at 
all and I think the purpose of this legislation could be better served by avoiding 
litigation and by setting up Conciliation Boards What will these people do? 
As I said, it is not a question of right veraua wrong it is a question of accom- 
modating the convenience of one with the convenience of another. So, there 
we could have set up Conciliation Boards My friend Lala Deshbandhu Gupta, 
who is a citizen and a representative of Delhi, and my friend Mr Mukat Bihari 
Lai Bhargava, who is a representative of Ajmer-Merwara, could be the mem- 
bers of this Conciliation Board We could have Conciliation Boards on which 
Municipal Commissioners < ould sit and also the representatives ot the Legis- 
lature. They have got knowledge of things and they should be given all power, 
liberty and duty of making adjustments. If they come across a case in which a 
landlord is helpless — probably he was in Government service and he has retired 
and he has got a house in Delhi, — naturally tliey would start with all sympathy 
in his favour This Conciliation Board will try to find some corner somewhere 
for the tenant to go, so that that gentleman can come and live iti his house for 
the rest of his life in peace Then, there may be other cases in which the land- 
lord wants the new house only to please his vanity, bccausi. suitability and con- 
venience are very elastic teims In that case the Conciliation Board would find 
that although it may be said that if the house were gi\eu to the landlord it 
would inure to his benefit and advantage, still if the, tenant is ejected he would 
go to the wall Therefore, they will refuse There is no provision hi the law 
to safeguard the tenant in the matter of his convenience and safety But if 
Conciliation Boards w'erc set up, then bv their local know ledge, by their superior 
acquaintance with the facts and the circumstances of the places and b,i their 
knowledge of the parties they could certainly be better able to airlve at adjust- 
ments than could be done bv the law courts 

Sir, my Honourable friend Mr Deshbandhu Gupta also referred to the appe- 
' Hate powers to be given I submit that to make a matter triable summarily 
and then to give some authority appellate pow'er is verv inconsistent anrl con- 
fusing After all, courts which deal with things summarilv seldom record evi- 
dence If they record evidence, they refer to it only as an indication of their 
impression, and the impression of one Judge may not be conveyed to the other 
Judge, the appellate authority Therefore, if it is desired that the appellate 
authority should be given, then regular courts should be maintained as they 
were in the original Bill After all, it is a life and death question Some land- 
lords may be able to use the provisions of this law to squeeze tenants out of their 
houses and then throw them into a condition which will be extremely undesirable 
and miserable. Therefore, let them have some judicial protection it things are 
going to be done through courts 

Now, Sir, there is one class of tenants for which I am feeling very much The 
question was put probably by my friend 5Vfr Tamizuddin Khan and Mr. Desh- 
bandhu Gupta said in reply that there was no provision for safeguarding those 
tenants who have already been directed to be ejected. This is very unfair. 
After all, if landlords had taken possession of the building, we have nothing more 
to say. It is a fait accompli. But in those case in which decrees have been 
passed or put into execution and the propertv is still In the possession of the 
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tenant, I submit the benefits of this law ought to be made available to these 
tenants also. 

T-ff# Seshbandhu Oupta: 'rhe lawyer has had his fee already. 

Hf. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: That does not matterv Only to avoid giving 
another fee to the lawyer, it is no use crushing and killing the tenant. La the 
second place, so far as the question of the su^-tenanoy is concerned, 1 should 
like to draw the attention of the Honourable Member particularly to the legal 
implications of the provisions which are there. Sub-tenancy has been recognised 
through the words sub-letting. If you refer to clause 4 you will find that there 
is something like sub-lettmg and rents have been proposed to be apportioned in 
those oases But I do not understand what is the status of a sub-tenant and how 
he has been defined? A sub-tenant has not been defined at all, far less has he 
been defined to be a tenant. The result will be — and I particularly draw your 
attention to this matter — that if you take the two persons, the landlord and the 
tenant, together you will find that the tenant who lets to a sub-tenant is not hit 
by this Act at all. Under clause 2(d) a tenant is defined as follows 

“tenant”, means a person who takes on rent any premises for his own occupation or for 
the occcupation of any person dependent on him, but does not include collector of rents or 
any middleman who lakes or has taken any premises on lesse with a view to sub-letting 
them to another person.” 

That IS to say, an intermediate party is the landlord of the sub-tenant and the 
tenant to the superior landlord But this does not come within the definition of 
‘tenant’ Therefore eviction proceedings will not apply to a tenant of that des- 
cription within the meaning of clause 9. But he is the most guilty party. It is 
also the intention of this law not to give him any protection, but then this party 
gets out, he cannot be ejected Since clause 9 deals onlv with ejectment of 
tenant and since sub-tenant has not been defined as tenant, I do not know how 
and why a sub-tenant can be ejected within the meaning of this clause, Tlie 
result will be that the sub-tenant as a tenant will not get protection of this law 
Therefore he will be thrown to rely on the ordinary Transfer of Property Act and 
by one notice, the tenancy will be determined, a suit will be filed and the land- 
lord will not be required to prove to the satisfaction of any body that he requires 
the premises for his own accommodation and that he has no other suitable accom- 
modation, etc It IS dangerous 8imilarlv if you come now to the definition of 
the landlord, you would find that a tenant who-dias sub-let to a tenant cannot be 
a landlord within the meaning of this, because the expression is ‘receive the rent 
of any premises’ That is very significant A tenant who is a landlord to an- 
other tenant, cannot let it to the sub-tenant Only he has the right of use and 
occupation Tie cannot get any rent for the premises as such because the pre- 
mises are nob his property Therefore an intermediate party who is a landlord 
unto a sub-tenant and not a tenant unto the original landlord, he is neither a 
landlonl nor a tenant within the meaning of this law. Therefore it will also 
be open to him to go to ordinary courts for determination of the tenancy within 
the meaning of the Transfer of Property Act. Therefore this landlord who is an 
intermediate party secures immunity in both directions. He is immune both 
from the liabilities of this Act as a tenant and as a landlord Whereas the sub- 
tenant who is the real tenant for all practical purposes because he is holding 
occupation, he will be the victim of the ordinary proceedings and nobody can save 
him Therefore to remedy this situation, — I do nob know whether I have been 
hair-splitting or speaking hypercritically in my analysis of the wording of this 
section— I am simply pointing out the pitfalls and the catches which are there 
and I can also give a way out It is easy to cut the Gordian Knot. The purpose 
of this legislation ought to be to do away with any intermediate party. My 
Honourable friend says he is prepared to recognise the previous sub-tenancy bui 
not future sub-tenancies. I would rather ask him to accept sub-iepanoies only 
for one purpose, whether past, present or future. Provision should bf mode in 
this Bill by which the actual occupier of! the house should he ' m direct 



DIT.HI AND AJMlR-IrtRWABA RRNT CONTROL RiLL 2243 

tenant of the limdlord who is the owner of the premiees. Whether he receives 
from one middleman or another middleman by the opefatioh of this law, he will 
become a direct ttnaht under the law. There may be cases in whlbh jiSHi of 
it has been sub-left, there may be a provision made that in respect ot portion 
sub-let, ha ^1 become the direct tenant of the landlord and the itffe'nfiediale 
party will remmn a ^eot tenant in respect of the other portion. Tharbttri ^efe 
will be two tenancies. This will eliminate a large number of coti^icaflbrt* 
that will arise in courts, large number Of tffpcatTcbs that tnll tlso 
arise in the matter of conveniencea. I suggest that the Honourahlb 
Member stock of the points which X «n» placing before him. It 'tflioi 

merely iec|ipical question of .law,, it is i^o a question of sub^antial judiice. 
In this^^bhneciiqn, I would inyi^ the attention of the House to the necessHFjr pf 
going m£b tnei^uestipp of rauQnin|' Rccomipodation. My Honourable fronds 
Mr J<^ Sub^^^■ went ipto the larger housing questions. Thjit 
is a mat^f fojjfche future In thp imm^ate present, something could done 
to mei^ litp^mn, tbqt is ^ere ratioping of accommodation can be HOne 
succes^ully, pot ^rbugh the into;:yen^c|n qt courts, but it cab be doho through 
the help and Mslstance of Cohcilfatiqn Boards, consisting of local people presided 
over b^ jk Judge if peo^Ssary. However tight the congestion be, we 'f 'cel 
that within 'tl^e ambit pi the eywiing acpommodation, things Could be so redtmt 
as to b'ripg ihaximupi convenience to the largest number. If a landlord comes 
and says, well he has no suitable accommodation he wants more accoinm'odatioh 
for his son who has been married, if he wants an extra room, it may be that the 
tenants house very near and perhaps by some adjustment, one room in the 
tenant's house may be allowed to be occupied by the landlord It may be used 
for some purpose which will be to the advantage of the landlord. In order to do 
this, there must ba some basic principles of rationing There is no time for me 
to go into this question elaborately. After nil we can lay down a standard of 
space for each individual — so many square feet for each individual Then for 
families of certain individuals, so many square feet and so on In that way we 
can really approach the problem and bring in at least a part of the solution which 
we all desire. For example looking at ourselves, I feel — I do not know whether 
this feeling is shared by others — we members of the Assembly are occupying 
bungalows here. I have got a pretty big family, but still I feel that though T use 
the entire accommodation, I could still spare one room for some officer, who may 
be single or who might have left his family at home. To that extent no doubt 
.there will be a reduction in the convenience. There would be accommodation for 
one big man and to that extent the house problem would receive some solution 
I see Members, of Government all oocup.ying big bungalows, all for themselves. 
Two or three families can easily occupy each bungalow. As rny friend Suggests 
I have no objection if ten families can be accommodated in one Member’s 
bungalow. I say let us look at the problem with a concrete ideology My good 
Deputy President, Mr. Yamin Khan for whom I have great respect propounded 
the curious theory that a man w.ho owns a house must enjoy the property un- 
molested. All that old theory is gone. Perhaps with the passing of age, ideas 
also have changed, new ideas have taken root in the land, but I see my Honour- 
able friend Mr. Yamin Khan does not seem to have changed with the passing of 
time. I am surprised that he should stand up and plead that the landlords 
should utilise their property all to themselves. I may remind my Honourable 
friend that the maximum social benefit is the measure of utility of property. 
Merely bebahsb his hduse is ihwe, therefore he must eject his tenant, That ii 
not a ri^ht principle. If he has a hbiite, let him own it, but he must not ejqot 
the tenbtft. fie might -take a little mon^ rent. But this eviction propogat ougTit 
to be Btbppea. Otherwise we shall be hel& giiilty of doing in^justioe to the social 
struqture of spoiefy. t do not li&e the House should he a party to it. 

^ 0 . (Member, Works, Mines an,^ toyrer De- 

partment): ffir, as I have some other urgent engagement, I would leave it to the 
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Secretary of my Department to deal with the points which have been mentioned 
in detail. First of all, I wish sincerely to apologise to the House for not being 
able to be present at the earlier stages of the discussion of this important measure 
pertaining to my Department. I crave the indulgence of my Honourable friends 
for this lapse on my part As Honourable Members are aware this Bill 1 ms 
perhaps been the most controversial measure, barring of course measures of high 
finance, of all the Bills that have come before the House 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: The financial implications are there in this Bill 
also 

The Honourable Hr. 0. H. Bhabha: But they are of minor nature as com- 
pared with the implications in other financial measures that have come before the 
legislature durihg this session No other similar legislation has aroused such 
passionate emotion in both patrician and plebien breasts or has led to such 
vigorous canvassing from far and wide and from rival partisans as this measure 
has To gi\e the House some idea of the canvassing that has gone on in regard 
to this measure I will just quote a simple case Over this measure which pertains 
to the centrally administered areas of Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara canvassing has 
gone on from all quai ters of the country ranging from the Himalayas in the north 
right down to Cape Comorin in the south Only a few days after the Select Com- 
mittees report on this Bill was out I received a communication from an unknown 
party in Cooig asking me to treat liberally one of his dentist friends in this city 
who had sub-let his house and was supplementing his income m that way, although 
he had put up his charges for dental extraction That is the extent to which 
oamassing has gone Anyway this is not unnatural nor was it unexpected so far 
as our department was concerned; for housing all o^er the \Norld is a subject of 
acrimonious debate and in Delhi both landlords and tenants have had good reasons 
to be critical of the housing situation that developed as a result of the war and 
its aftermath Nevertheles.s T venture to think that practical wisdom lies in so 
evolving a policy as would reduce to a bare minimum the rigours of the situation 
that has arisen It is in this spirit of compromise that Government right at the 
start evolved this measure and placed it before the legislature in substitution of 
the New Delhi Rent Control Order of 1989 as subsequently amended in 1944, as 
well as in substitution of Ordinance No. 25 of 1944 which pertains to Old Delhi 
and the city, as well as of the Ordinance which was promulgated by the Chief 
Commissioner for the province of Ajmer-Merwara. Sir, I think it is with this 
objective, to evolve a measure that would suit the occasion, that Government 
5ame out with this piece of legislation. Government also consider that such a ' 
piece of legislation could in no circumstances be considered to be a model or 
satisf-Mtory law for all parties concerned for all times. It was with such an open 
mind, therefore, that Government offered to refer this to the Select Committee 
which has so ably gone through the various clauses and implications of this 
measure which is now before this House I wish to pay my tribute to the mem- 
bers of the Select Committee for their fair evaluation of the various aspects of 
this measure; and I make bold to say that the Bill as it has come before the 
House m its present form is a measure which is essentially a short term one and 
has got certain definite objectives underlying it. 

The main features of this Bill have been very ably referred to by some of the 
previous speakers and I do not want to take the time of the House by a reiteration 
of the same subject. I shall only in very brief terms refer to Ihe essential pro- 
visions of this measure, and these may be summarised imder four mam heads: 
(i) those relating to rent and increase of rent; (ii) those relating to eviction to 
which one or two of my Honourable friends referred so strongly; (iii) thosp relat- 
ing to powers given to Government to take compulsory lease of and 

(iv) certain other miscellaneous provisions of an anoilliaty nature. 

The first provision about increase of rents was given much tl^ught to fey Qov- 
enamen* before they evolved this measure. As Honourable ^emben ^ aware. 
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rente had been stabilised at the 1939 level so long with a few relaxations here and 
there, in that, under the Old Delhi order an increase of 12^ per cent, was permit- 
ted after 1944, After the termination of the war Government felt that there 
were no sufficiently justifiable reasons for pegging the yields of a particular type 
of investment as against others; the economic factors do not justify that. And 
the other consideration that Government followed was that of giving an impetus 
or incentive to private construction activities which Government felt they were in 
duty bound to support. On this point my Honourable friends Mr Subedar aud 
Mr. fcsanyal have laid great stress Eight away, I may say, Government are 
fully aware of the difficult situation that is confronting the population ofl these 
centrally administered areas I refer to that because the present Bill refers to 
these areas alone; and Government have done all in their power to encourage 
private building activities My other friend Mr Joshi referred to construction 
bemg undertaken by the State itself. I may remind the House that Government 
have not been negligent on this score either The recent activities of the Labour 
Department, so far as construction in the mining areas goes, bear ample testimony 
to the aliveness of Government to this aspect of the question also Govern- 
ment have undertaken large-scale construction for their railwa.v employees also. 
The present difficulties, specially in places like New Delhi, have arisen because of 
a large expansion of Government's activities during the past few years entailing a 
large increase of staff It may be a matter of information to a few of my Honour- 
able friends if I today appraise them of the fact that the number of officers of 
the Government has increased by about 300 per cent 

Shri Sri Fiakasa; It is veiy bad 

The Honourable Mr. 0. H. BhaMia: War time exigencies justify this and we 
aie doing all m our power to adjust it to the pieseiit conditions. 

Shri Sri Frakasa: The war itself was unjustified 

The Honourable Mr. 0. H. Bhabha; It may have been unjustified. 

May I jioint out for the benefit of some of my Honourable friends that the 
cleiical establishments ha\e increased by about six times and the number of 
menial servants of the Government by 6^ times This is the plight we are m at 
the moment, and I would appeal to my Honourable friends to bear in mind these 
peculiar circumstances when they level any criticism about lack of enthusiasm 
for housing. 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmao (Tinted Provinces Southern Divisions Muhammadan 
Rural) : By how much has the housing accommodation increased’ 

The Honourable Mr. 0. H. Bhabha: In Delhi by about 10 per cent., and that 
IS nothing Government owns about 2,000 bungalows, which is not even suffi- 
cient to meet the needs of the present staff to the extent of 5 per cent. 

Lala Deahbandhu Qupta: All the more reason for Government to build more. 

The Honourable Mr. 0. H. BhaUia: Government are doing their best as I 
have already said. 

Coming back to the question of increase of rents, I have laid before the House 
two of the maijor considerations that were brought to bear on the Government 
for this increase that we recommended in the preliminary Bill that was before the 
House. It is possible, Sir, to argue ad nauseam about the equity of the in- 
that have been proposed by the Select Committee, and I am sure the House will 
appreciate that the views of many landlords certainly differ from the views of 
many tenants. I only appeal to them to consider the measure of increase that 
has been brought before the House after giving great thought to it in the Select 
Committee stage and approve of the same. 

The other point of s controversial nature to which I would like to refer at this 
•tHge is the point about eviction which is cemtained in clause 9 of the Bill. I am 
^sure all ,of us are aware that good landlords do not intend or desire to harass good 
tenants, and good tenants on their psu^ have no desire to harass their landlords 
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or to profiteer ut the expense oi the landlords. Sir, it is no reflection on land- 
lords or tenants as a class for me to say that such specimens of humsnify are 
rare Therefore it was considered necessary to mtihe soma specific provi^ns 
about eviction of tenants and I think the measure as it has now come before 
the House, especially regarding this clause, was fully considered by the Select 
Committee and is a fair measure of compromise which 1 strongly comment to 
the House. 

Before I deal with one or two points referred to by the previous speakers, 1 
should poipt out , that the basic difficulty in a measure of this nature is the age old 
social problem, as my Honourable friend Mr. Sanyal has said, of adjusting right 
against right It is an undue simplifk-ation of this problem, to suggest, as some 
partisap^ alone can do, to say that the lundlorda are in the wrong and that the 
tenants are m the right or nice versa. The practical problem is, as I have said 
of adjusting vested interests, and in a inen''iu'e of this nature there is bound to 
be a certain amount of eompimnise or conciliation on both the sides to come to a 
sort of an agreed Bill of the nature that the House has before it I consider that 
the Bill is a fair compromise and I strongly commend it, to the House. 

Now I shall take up one or two points which have been made out by one or 
two of my Honourable friends who have spoken just before me One of these 
points was made by iiiy Honouiable friend Mr. Mann Subedar. Government, as 
I have said, have done all in their pow'er to assist jirivate housing and Govern- 
ment have every desire to see that new constructions crop up even like mushrooms 
if necessary But at the same tiino there are difficulties T admit To give 
impetus to new builders we have provided for certain points hi the measure 
that is before tlie House, and 1 need not rejieat the same points again. 
Oovernment have also been sufficiently alive to construction by governmental 
agencies, and 1 ca i .i‘-&iire the House that Government will pursue its activities 
in these directions 

The valuable suggestion made by the same sjicnkcr about Housing Board will 
be carefully considered by the Government 

[At this stage Mr President vacated the chair which w’.rs then occupied b,y 
Mr Deputy Prc.sident (Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan) ] 

Now, Sir, there is j'list one point to which I would like to refer before T finish, 
and that is the point made by my Honourable friend, Mr Deshbandhu Gupta, 
about increased rent for requisitioned houses, as ,I understood him — he was 
addressing in Urdu and I am not very familiar with that language This point 
is not covered by this Bill but this li.ss been sufficiently dealt with in Requisition- 
ing Bill which was before the House a few da.y8 ago. However the suggestion 
made by the Honourable Member will be carefully considered when fixing up a 
fair compensation for such requisitioned property 

I think I have said enough on this I can only repeat one thing that the Gov- 
ernment have an open mind on this issue and they would be prepared to accept 
any fair suggestion that may be made by the Honourable Members, and they 
will do all in their power to see that this law does not act inequitably to anv of 
the parties, but if itdoea^ey will amend the law no sooner they find tuat any 
of it,^ provision has .worl^ed inequitably or unjustly 

Sree Satyapriya Banerjee (Chittagong and Bajshahi Divisions* Non-Muhum- 
madan Rural): Sir, I crave the indiflgence of the House when I rise to apeak 
a few words on this Bill I promise, Sir, not to be guilty of repetition of the 
arguments put forward by the previous speakers. I promise also to be guilty 
of brevity This Bill has succeeded in raising a controversy, a stoirn of contro- 
vercy, from all sides — from the sides of the landlords as also from side 
'of the different shades afid grades of tenants. The Honourable Secretary 
yester^X and to-day tried to demonstrate to the House that he attenqipted' ^ 
strike a golden mean. But he seemed to forget and let ine remind him that 
truth does not lie in between but. in the words of doe&e, lies somewhere 
beyond. 
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We hare been taught so long that the sting is at the tail, but I find in 
this Bill that the sting is at the very top. Let me read out that portion; 

“The Bill doei not apply to any premiies the conatruction of which is completed after 
t of this Act." 

I do nof imow what Jed ^e Government and the Members of the 
Conm^ittee.lp put injjtJiis new and additional olaus^. Is it by way of co 
ing the private capitalists who have dinned into Ifieir ears that thejr^inl 
^re bei^g ^ jeop,^dized ? It is beyoi^d any comprehension how in 
when swializalion is the cry and rightly the cry of the day, they sW*’’ 
encouraged the private capitalists for building purposes and thus t ^ 
upon the ighb'ble tasi of mortgaging the future to tliem. I shall. Sir, put 
4 P. 1 I. bi^ze, in this counaotion. a suggestion for the sympathetic oonBidera*- 
^on- of^ the .Government. If they do not feel competent, at tiiifr 
stage,, to Ijiupph a bold scheme, of house buildmg let them encour&ge Idie 
orgapisfliiop, of co-operative building societies by all possible means and Co- 
opepitive bwiding societies, I am sure like all other co-operative sooietiea in 
other sppefes. pf economic activities will go a great way if earned on in right 
lines to th^ solption of this great problem of shortage of houses. There are 
broadly speaking, three interests which are affected by this Bill — the landlord ^ 
the middleman and the tenant of the lowest rung of the ladder. Of the land- 
lords, son.e of them certainly not all are more unfortunate than wicked, are 
more sinpcd against than sinning The tenants, occupying the lowest Tuhg of 
the ladder, are the worst sufferers while the middleman. Sir, like middlemen 
everywhere, is flie viljian of the piece And we have got to see that be receives 
the treatment which he undoubted l,> deserves but perhaps does not desire. I 
wish also that this House when it will consider the Bill clause by clause will 
look to the interests of the lowest rung of the ladder, I mean the tenants, who 
are at the bottom and if that is done, the interests of the common man will 
be seived and we shall have done our duty so far as this Bill is concerned. 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahihad: 1 start, with tliree propositions The first is that 
we should admit that it is the lesponsibility of the Government to have food 

for all to have clothing for all and I now say to have houses for all. The 

provision of houses lor the poor should be accepted as the responsibility of the 
Go\ eminent. 

The second thing is that tenants should not use house rents like a stock 
evchange 'I’hey occupy one house, give it to another and live m a second 

house: and they do the same kind of gambling that people do at the stock 

exchange This renting should not be made into a stock exchange. Although 
w’e are in favour of providing houses for all, we cannot in any way favour 
that they should use these houses as stock exchanges for their benefit. 

Thirdly we ought to encourage private enterprise to build more houses 
because the Government cannot undertake the entme responsibility. Private 
individuals will not build more houses for rent unless there is an assured 
income for them In the case of other industries, we consider 10 per cent 
to be very economic But in the case of the houses, I thought my friend, 
the Honourable the Secretary will probably not be willing to give even 8 per 
cent. I think this is a point welshould also settle. What should be the most 
economic tent if we wdnt people to invest their money? 

I repeat tho three principles on which we base the whole edifice (1) 
houses for all is the respopsibUity for Government. (2) This should not be 
used as a stock exchanw for profit: (3) aajd we ought to encourage private 
enterprise tb help the Government in building more houses. 

Coming to the first part-Aouaes for all. .GovepnpBht cannot undertake to 
provide hohses for miijdle and upper cUfsea, princea and rich people. Probably 
. they will not be able to satisfy them with the houses provided by the P.W.D. 
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of the Govemmeiit of India. They would like to live in a house where a 
budget was never prepared, where estimates were not put before any com- 
mittee and in which money was no consideration. We do not care for them. 
We ai-e concerned with the housmg of labour. I think they should accept that 
the employers of labour should have the responsibility of providing houses for 
their own workmen. If you have any factoi-y then the condition of that 
recognition of the factory should be that they should provide housing for all 
those persons whom they employ. 

Mr. l>epuly President: The House has got before it the Select Committee’s 
report on the Bill. 

Dr. Zla XTddln Ahmad: Thit point has been raised by some speakers. 
Similarly it should be the responsibility of the Government to provide houses 
for all their labourers We were told that the menials have increased 650 per 
cent but the accommodation for them has increased only by 10 per cent. I 
think the Government failed in their responsibility for not providing houses 
for them If one has mcreased 6J times, they ought to provide accommoda- 
tion in the same proportion Really the provision of houses for labourers 
should be the responsibility of the employers and it should be made a part of 
the contract of the emoluments of the labourer Therefore, the question of 
the accommodation of the labourer should not arise as it would be the ie.spoiisi- 
bility of the employeis But it is the midille class people who aie re.illy 
important and who should not be the responsibility of either the Groveni- 
ment or anybody. Tins is the clase we should consider and many provisions 
m this Bill are very wholesome and a great improvement to the existing 
conditions and I am sure that a number of them will help to remove the diffi- 
culties which we all have m oui minds As I said, these tenants should not 
use their houses as a stock exchange Thw ought to be legulated and if a 
person is living in a lentcd house, and in the meantime he has built a house 
of his own, then cert.iiiily he ought to shift to his own house and not luo 
in the rented house because the other is mote piotitable We know, and I 
have before me a ease of a person who has taken a house from the Govern- 
ment and has given it on rent. He has a house of his own and he has given 
it on rent and he is living in a rented house which is cheaper That is 
gambling ns in stock-exchange. A thing of this kind ought to be safeguarded 
against 

Another point I want to mention is this I had the advantage of a number 
of pamphlets that T received on this Bill, perhaps more on this Bill than on 
any othei Bill. I notice, that a good many points raised in those pamjihlets 
have been covered bv the Select Committee I wish the members of the 
Select Committee had raised any points they had in the committee itself and 
got their opinion incorporated in the report itself or vmtten a note of dissent 
if they were defeated in the committee. But after every thing is finished they 
have tabled a large number of amendments. After considering all these points 
in the Select Committee and accepting the report of the committee and then 
to come before the House with a large number of amendments is, I think, 
not justified' it is not fair to their colleagues here. 

IiSla Des hb a nd hn Oupta: They will withdraw such amendments * 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad: I did not know' whom I was referring to until the 
Honourable Member iritemipted me. I was only talking in a general way 
without any reference to anybody. I thank the Honourable Members of the 
Select Committee in having taken very great care to produce this Bill. Though 
it does not cover all the requirements which my friends who sent the memo- 
randum and the pamphlets wanted to have, it does cover a number of those 
pointe. 

Another point is that there are a number of people who are prepared to 
invest money in building aelivities. It has been repeatedly said here that 
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Government ought to provide faoilitieB for building to those persons who want 
to invest money here. They ought to take care to provide the land for these 
persons, because it is impossible for a man coming from outside to buy the 
land in a competitive atmosphere The provision of land and the necessary 
building materials must be the responsibility of the Government. When 
housing accommodation is so acute, it is the responsibility of the Government 
to provide the facilities for more constructions by private owners, because the 
Government cannot take the responsibility of providing houses for the middle 
class people. 

There is one further point which 1 hope the members of Government have 
clearly realised. At present there is a great tendency all over India to shift 
from rural to urban areas. This is so not only m Delhi but everywhere else, 
because the people in the rural areas are noyr feeling that their life is unsafe 
there They thmk that their life in the urban areas would be safer and so 
they shift from rural to urban areas. This has increased the shortage of 
accommodation in the urban areas. I remember 15 years ago the tendency 
was to shift from urban to rural aieas and the question of accommodation was 
not so acute then But now on account of the aibnonnal conditions which 
have been created by our own administration, this situation has ansen The 
Government themselves are responsible for creating this situation, m which 
life m rurtil areas has become %'ery unsafe except for those persons who 
are actually the tillers of the soil So it is the responsibility of the Govern- 
ment to provide the building materials and the land to the people who want 
to build houses 

Some Honourable Members: The question be now put 

Mr. Deputy Preildent; The question is- 

“That the question be now put.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. B. K. Goikhale: Sir, the discussion has ranged over a very wide field 
and the Honourable Mr. Rhabha has already replied to all the important points 
which have been raised So there is very little really which I need say at 
this stage 

Sir, when asking the House to refer this Bill to Select Committee, 1 myself 
made it abundantly clear that the real solution of the acute shortage of hous- 
uig in Delhi and in other places was housing, more housing and still more 
housing. That is the only proper solution. Every thing else is in the nature 
of a palliative. Bent control is not the remedy for the acute housing shortage 
which exists in Delhi or anywhere else. And I promised that what was said 
on the floor of this House would be duly communicated to the Department 
of Health, which is in charge of private housing, the Department of Indus- 
tries and Supplies, which is in charge of building materials, cemqnt, iron, 
coal, and so on, and the Department of J.abour which has to deal with labour. 

Mr. PrMldMit: The Hcmourable Member may remember that the 

point which was raised was this: that people who want to build should not go 
about to different departments but there should be ouly one d,epartment 
which would issue the permits for every thing necessary for building, that is 
that cement, iron, timber, bricks, etc., must be dealt with by one department 
B. S. CMdula: I was coming to that, Sir. Today the point was 
furGier developed and there is general demand that there should be a Ministry 
of Housing and that is what you were kind enough to refer to. This is a 
matter which I shall certainly bring to the notice of the Govemttieilt, if 
indeed ^y further action is necessary, when the Honourable Member himself 
was present when &at demand was being voiced and he replied to it in the 
course of hb speech in this Houae^ 
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In the second place, there was a certain amount of ontioiam about the 
activities ot the Improvement Trust. It has been said that the Trust m the 
course of the last few years has done really nothing to help or encourage pri- 
vate housing, that the Improvement Trust is pioliteermg by selling 14 nd at 
highly inflated rates and that iii other ways it is to be blamed for having pro- 
duced the acute housing situation as it exists today. There again, all that 
1 can promise at present is to brmg the remarks which my Honourable friend 
made eatlier this attemoon to the notice of the Department of Health, which 
detilt ttith Improvement Trusts. I myself had something; to do with the ioti- 
vitiet of this Trust though only mformally and I d'd &ovt^ that the authori- 
ties in charge of the Improvement Trust are fully alive to this problem and 
are aS aUXious as anybody else to help reduce this acute housing position. I 
belief that they have made available about three to four thousand plots for 
private Building during the last few years. But khe ohlj thilig that is holding 
up neW buildings is this difficulty of steel cefoenk, cdal. Bricks, etc. So we 
come back again to the same problem of the Mliiistry 6 t Hdusifag. All that I 
can do is to briiig the remarks of my ttonoukabld friend about the Improve- 
ment Trust to the notice of the bepartment which is in charge 

A 8 ll§gestion was made about co-operative housing. Thdt, indeed, iS a 
very gbo^d siigghstion Earlier ifa my service I was myself R^strdr of Co- 
operative Societies for a very short time and I was very inforeSted ih co- 
operative housing. But unfortunately theory and practice don’t go hand in 
hand so far as co-operative societies are concerned In theory it is ah excel- 
lent idea to have co-operative housing. When it comes to actual prActice, 
it 18 very difficult to get a co-operative housing society started And make it 
run as it should. Here again I will bring the remarks which have been made 
and the suggestions which have been offered to the notice of the appropriate 
Department of Government Beyond that I cannot promise anything at this 
stage 

I have already referred. Sir, to the shortage of cement, steel and coal. 
There was a Eesouices Budget which was published sometime ago by the 
Government of India I do not know whether it is a published document or 
whether it is still confidential Anyway, from what I have seen of this Re- 
sources Budget which examined the whole position for the whole of India it 
seems as if the acute shortage of buildmg material— steel, cement, coal, etc. — 

18 likely to continue for another few years Whatever we might do, even if 
a separate Ministry of Housing is started, I do not quite see how they can 
get over the shortage of building material as evidenced by the Resources 
Budget. 

Sjt. K. V. Oadgil: it may not have office accommodation for itself 

Hr. B. K. Ookhale: It is quite possible 

IM. Bia TTdddn Ahmad: Will the Honourable Member please inform the 
House whether the shortage is due to the want of the materials or for want 
of transport? My information is that it is due to the want of transport. 

Mr. B. K. Qbkh&le: There is au overall shortage of material and there are 
some difficulties of transport, with due respect to the Honourable the Trans- 
port Member who will no doubt correct me, if I am wrong. But the chief 
difficulty is shortage of material and not so much of transport. 

Dr. Zla Uddin, Ahmad; My information is that I can get cement, wood 
and iron, if the transport is there. 

Ookhale: Sir, the difficulty is both of shortage oi material and 

transport. 

. made to the question of shoirtage of electricity. That 

18 a ^culty caused by war-time. We are very short of electricity in 
but steps have already been taken by Government to instal new plani 
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I hope within a very short time the present acute shortage of electricity will 
be over. Witlpn three years, that is by 1949, we expect two ten thousand 
kilowatt plants. 

XiRla DeshbandllU Oupta: May I know whether the Honourable Member is 
prepared to enquire mto the question of the maximum generatmg capacity ot 
the present plant and making moie power available to the public'? 

Ur. B. K. GoUials: 1 may inform my honourable friend that the enquiry 
has already been made and more power has been made available to the pubhc. 
I think he will soon see the results when it comes to the Control Board or 
whatever body it is which is dealing with it But that is only a palliative. 
The real solution depends on the installation of another 20 thousand kilowatt 
plant m Delhi, and tha,t, I believe, will not be ready till about 1949 or 1960. 
Probably by March 1950 we shall be in a position to de.il with any expan- 
sion, any demands made on electricity in Delhi. 

Sir, the Honourable Mr Bhabha has already dealt witli the question of 
labour housing to which my honourable friend Mr. Joshi lelcrred and I will 
not touch that point any further. I believe plans have been made on a very 
elaborate scale and are gomg ^iheqd. 

There was some criticism about the exclusion of new houses from the scope 
of this Bill, There is no doubt that on almost every point in connection 
with th^s controversial measure, there is room for diKerence of opinion. I 
cannot say that the criticism is unfair. Everybody is entitled to his own point 
of view But it IB only a question of balancmg of advantages apd dis- 
advantages. It IS quite possible that we could have gone furtjier and said 
that even new houses should be controlled and the rents fixed Then the 
question would arise: what rate of interest should be allowed on capital, 3 per 
cent , 0 per cent , or per cent.? This is after all onl^ a very short term 
measure, a temporary expedient, to tide over a temporary difficulty; and there- 
fore we did not wish to bring m questions of high finance and hig^ policy 
in this matter. It is much better to restrict the Bill to the immediate diffi- 
culties, and those difficulties can be amply met by rent control That is why 
we decided that it is better to give the greatest possible incentive to people 
to build new houses I might also add. Sir, that it is a mistake to imagine 
that it is only capitalists who want to sink money and build new- houses. 
There are quite a large number of people with a small amount of capital who 
]ust want to put up a small house for their own residence. Buildmgs are not 
constructed in this country, as far as I know, by capitalists who want to make 
money on rent Buildmgs are constructed mostly by people for their own 
residence. May be that in Bombay and Calcutta and a few other places there 
may be capitalists building houses with a view to realise rent But ordinarily 
we have to think of all sorts of people w^ho want to put up buildings That 
is why we decided: let anybody who constructs a new buildmg have the 
greatest encouragement, let there be no control or interference with his 
discretion whether he is going to live in it or let it out or evict tenants or 
what rent he will charge. 

Dr. 31ia XTddin Ahmad: No cmitrol on house rents? 

Mr. 3. 3. Ookhalf: No control on house rents in respect of new buildings 
whicn will be constructed from now onwards. 

Sir, my honourable friend Mr. Sanyal raised very big questions. What he 
wants is that there should be no eviction except for non-payment of rent. 
Then he went on to develop his point and said that it was not a question of 
justice but of maximum apeommodation. He ended up by advocating ration- 
ipg of aocemmodation and Conciliation Boards. Well, Sir, that if I mi gh t so 
put it, is a epunpel of perfection. It is quite possible that if Goverpment had 
plenty of time and energy apd there was no question of paucity of staff and 
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personnel and if the House also is willing to entrust government servants with 
more and more powers, it is possible that we can make a survey and settle- 
ment of the whole areas, when will be a sine guu non, make a survey m Old 
and New Delhi and all big cities and then start rationing arrangements with 
Concihatiou Boards with a High Court Judge as President. I think everybody 
now a dayo wants a High Court Judge and I don’t know where ail the,«High 
Court Judges are to come from. Anyway, that, I believe, is a counsel of 
perfection and I would earnestly request my honourable friend not to press 
these ideas at this stage. What we have to do is to rush through this Bill 
m the next three days before existing Kent Control lapses m Delhi and Ajmer- 
Merwara. The Bill represents a compromise which has been evolved in the 
belect Committee, where twelve or fourteen people, the best brains, sitting 
together, and trying to meet one another’s pomt ot view, have evolved thi» 
compromise. 1 have no doubt that it will be improved to a certam extent in 
this House But let us not aun at absolute perfection and justice. Those 
things are quite impossible m this world Let us be content with what we 
have got. After four years, when this Act lapses, my honourable friend Mr. 
Sanyal may be able to persuade Government to ration accommodation. But I 
do not wish to look ahead into that distant future. For the present, I think 
this Bill will meet adequately with the demands of the situation 

Sir, a large number of other minor pomts have bee.i made, but I do not 
propose to give a reply to them at this stage, as they will come up when 
the amendments which have been tabled come up for consideration. I do not 
wish to take up more time. Sir, with these words, T commend my motion 
to the House 

Mr. Deputy President; The question is- 

"That the Bill to make bettei provision for the control of rents in certain areas m the 
Provinces of Delhi and Ajmer-Meiwara, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into 
consideration ” 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Deputy President: Does Mr Sanyal wish to move his amendments to 
clause 2? 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: My friend the Member in charge did not reply 
to a point I raised m the course of the general discussion as to whether or not 
the intermediate party who sub-lets will escape. Has he taken legal opinion 
on this matter? If his explanation is satisfactory, I may not move my 
amendments. 

Mr, Deputy President: I might inlonn Honourable Members that there ,, 
are a large number of amendments and T do not propose to call each member 
by name When the time comes, I will put the caluse to the House and I 
will expect Honourable Members who want to move their amendments to 
rise in their places Otherwise it will be presumed that they do not intend to 
move their amendments 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal; For the tune being you will pass over clause 
2 and proceed to clause 3, because much will depend upon the provisions that 
will be adopted by the House in the matter of the definition of landlord and 
tenant. For the purpose of economy, if the Honourable Member in charge 
does not disagree, we had better proceed to the other clauses and come to the 
definition afterwards. 


Mr. B. K. Ookhale: I do not think it will be possible to delay clause 2 
and then go on, because according to the Honourable Member himself, 
everything depends on the definition and we cannot very well consider other 
clauses, leaving the definitions vague. So, we have to proceed with, clause '3. 
I notice that the Honourable Member has given notice of two amenirnenim to 
clause 2 and if he is not going to move them, I presume that he does not 
wisn to press these amendments. 
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Mr. Sasaidu Sekliar Sanyal: I simply wanted an assurance from him that 
the purpose of my amendment is amply safeguarded by the provision of the 
definitions proposed in the Bill. 

Mr. B. K. QOkflialB: I was commg to that. The point which my Honour- 
able friend raised was considered m Select Committee and it was agreed that 
the definition as it now stands amply covers all cases. The definition as it 
first stood in the original Bill was too wide and was cut down after prolonged 
discussion As regards the point which he raised about the middleman, if 
he sub-lets, he will be treated as a landlord and the sub-tenant beomes a 
tenant, under the definition of tenant So there will be no lacuna. That is 
what we have been advised by the best legal opinion; and I am content ta 
accept that advice 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is 

"That clause 2 stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 2 was added to the Bill. 

Clause 3 was added to the Bill 

Mr. Tamizuddln Khan (Dacca cum Mymensingh, Muhammadan Bural) . 
Sir, 1 move: 

'That in sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words 'for use as a residence' be 
omitted ” 

'riiis raises a very important point. In the Bill as reported on by the Select 
Committee, a distinction has been made between houses let out to tenants for 
residential purposes and houses let out for commercial and other purposes and 
so far as tenants who take lease for residential purposes are concerned, they 
have been allowed to sub-let a part of their premises taken lease of hut in 
the case of those who take for commercial and other purposes no such sub- 
letting 18 permissible That is the difference that is made. I do not think 
this IS an equitable provision. I do not know why this distinction has been 
made. Probably the impression is that those who take for commercial pur- 
poses are all big men Therefore it is an iniquity on their part if after taking 
lease of certain promises they let out even a portion of these premises to 
sub-tenants That is why they are proposed to be penalised under the provi- 
8'ons of this Bill This is a very wrong impression . .. 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: It might perhaps cut short the discussion if I say that 
I am willing to accept my friend’s amendment The only suggestion I would 
make is that ‘let’ may be added — ‘let for use as a residence’. 

Mr. D«puty President: Amendment moved' 

“That in sub-clause (1)| of clause 4 of the Bill, the words ‘for use as a residence’ bo 
omitted ” 

The amendment of Lala Deshbandhu Gupta seems to be more suitable. 
I would ask him to move his amendment. 

Lala Deshbandhu Qupta: Sir, I move: 

"That in sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words 'as a residence’ be omitted.” 

Mr. Deputy President: Amendment moved- 

"That in sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words 'as a residence* be omitted.” 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: I accept Mr Gupta’s amendment 

Mr. TatnisuddUn BUian: In that case, I withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 
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Ml. Deputy Preaident: In that case, I shall put the second amendment of 
Mr. Gupta to the House. 

The question is: 

'■That in sub dame (1) of daute 4 of the Bill, the wotda ‘ai a reaidenoe* be omitted." 

The motion was adopted. 

11^— Maoiben Kara (Nominated Non-OMcial) ; Sir, I move; 

“That part (a) of eub-dauee (1) of dauae 4 of the Bill be omitted, and the subsequent' 
parts be re nuinbeied accordingly.” 

I have got three amendments to this clause and they are all inter depen- 
dent Under these circumstances, in order to save time, I would request you 
to allow me to move all the three at the same time, so that I can speak on 
all the three For voting purposes, if you so desire, the amendments may 
be put to vote separately. 

Mr. Deputy Preaident: Amendment moved 

“That part (a) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill be omitted, and tbs snbisqusnt 
parts be re-numbeied accordingly " 

MIM Maniben Kara: I will now move my second amendment 

■“That for pait (b) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill the following be substitated, 
nameljF : 

'the tenant may recover from the sub-tenant an amount equal to the standard rent of 
the premises in propoition to the area he oconpies’ 

Mr. Daputy PrMideiat: Amendment moved. 

"That for pait (b) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 ot the Bill, the following be substituted, 

namely^^^ tenant may recover from the sub-tenant an amount equal to the standard rent of 
the piemises in pioiwrtion to the area he occupies’,” 

I will now ask Mr Mukut Bihan Lai Bbargava to move his amendments. 

|fr Mjulji^t pihwi L4I ^h^rgliv^ (Apner-Merwara General) Sir, I move 

■"That for pait (a) p£ sub clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the following be substituted, 
'namely : 

‘(a) the landloid may increase tne lent payable by the tenant— 

(I) lu the esse of premises let foi residential purposes by an amount not exeeed- 

ing 12i per cent of the standard rent of the pait sublet, and , 

( II ) III the case of premises let for other puipoeei by an amount not exceeding 

26 per cent, of the standard rent of the part sublet' ” 

My next amendment, which also relates to sub-clause (1), runs thus and 
I move it 


"That for pait (b) of sub clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the following be substi- 
tuted, namely • 

‘(b) the tenant may increase the rent payable by the sub-tenant — 

(i) in the case of premises let for residential purposes by an amount not exceed- > 

mg 26 per cent of the standard rent of the part sublet; and 

(ii) in the case of premises let for other purposes by an amount not exceeding 

50 per cent of the standard lent of the part sublet’.” 

Mr. Deputy President: Amendments moved. 


1. “That for part (a) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the following be substituted, 
namely • > 

‘(a) the landlord may increase the rent payable by the tenanl^ 


(i) in the case of premises let for residential purposes by an amount not exceed- 

ing 12i per cent of the standard rent of the part sublet; and 

(ii) in the case of preniises let for other purposes by an amount not exceeding 

o ••T’l. * r rent of the part sublet’.” 

t«L, namely : ^ •'•B-cIaum <1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the following be aubsti- 


'(b) the tenant may increase the rent payable by In. 

tC p^ar^ si‘bl,“ 

sl.e7.”“ 
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Four uMendnieuts are now before the House 
Does the Houourable Secretaiy aeceijt any ot these amendiuentB? li Uie 
House knows that, it will facrlitaio the discussion 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale; Kit, the whole quebtion is about subletting, ami 
whetihei we arc going to ottei .111) inceuthe to the landlord and to the tciuiul 
loi buhlctting ot whether we merely insist on the sub-leuant payuig exactly a 
poiliou oi the standuid rent One set ot aiiieiuliiieiits sa^s that the suh-tenant 
shall pay exactly the proiioition ot the stainlaid lent, winch gives no incen- 
tive to the other parties The other set of amendiiients gives an incentive 
So, i .kill prepaied to acet pt Mr Mukut Jiihari I,al liliutgava s ameiidnients, 
but I urn not in a position to .m-ept !Miss Mtuiiben Kaia s amendments 


Mifis Maniben Kara; Sn, 1 am souv that the Honouiuble Member has nut 
ooneeded to accept the anieudmeiils which I lu.vo moved As a, niatlti ot 
tact, when the oiigmal Jhll was leleiied to the Select < 'oinnnltee, it was 
certainly expected that the Bill will undergo a change loi the better to the 
extent ot eoutrolliiig the leut .nul giving leliet to the tenant'- 1 accept that 
as a result, of the work ot tlie Select Committee theie liave been a number ol 
changes Hut 1 must point out (h.it as far as tins < lause la eoncetned, m 
the original Bill there was no sucli piopo-ul that a ten uit may be allowed to 
protiteer as a result ol Ins siiMetting ,i p,iit. ol his Iiohm- to somebody else 
It is rathei uni'oitunate that m i Bill ot tins tvpe the object of which is 

to control the tent, and after having agreed lhat\i certain percentage of in- 
crease will be allowed on the basis of ,a baekdoor rntasiire to increase 

the rent slioiild be biought belore Hie House In this particular clause a 
tenant who is willing to shaie his big house with other needy peisons, is 
allowed to chaige 12^ per emit m»ie loi his own selt, or, 111 other words,. 25 
per cent, more troni the .sub-tenant, and the pn.tit is allowed to he divided 

between the landlord and the tenant, who, m this case, happens bo be the 

landlord Sii, 1 do not think it would bo pioper to argue that by putting a 
certaui percentage ot extra tent, we will be in a position to control black- 

marketing or piigree or any of those nregulanties which arc existing today as 
a result of sub-tenaney Jleeause 1 know that even by Hxing this 25 per 
lent more for suh-tenancy, it lie iloes not want to suh-lct Ins house without 

takmg his pugree he certainl) is not going to do so With regaul to checking 

of naLumi or pugtec mono), c<>rtainlv it is not going to be checked .'s a result 

of your allowing the tenant to chaige 25 pei cent moie rent 1 can under* 

stand, r can even appreciate and 1 would evi-n acccpi tlu’ position if 1 was 

convinced that by charging a sub-tcuant 25 pci cent more vve will be able Ui 
ilrive out coiruption or mlamt or pugree as tar as sub-tenancy is concerned. Hut 
unfortunately that will not be the case A tenant will not go out of his way 
simply to share his premises with the other tenant simply bectiusc you have 
put down a clause entitling him to cliargc 25 per cent more I would expect 
that while at least legislating a Bill of this nature, let us not allow any pro- 
fiteering after fixing a certain percentage of mcrernent in the rent, lb amounts 
to profiteering by the tenant and also by backdooi methods allowing the 
landlord to have more rent. 

Mr. Deputy President; f pixiposo sitting till the House i& able to finish 

claupe 4. I am informing this House about this decision of mine so that the 

speeches may be regulated. 

Mte Maniben Kara; Though I have been a party to the Select Committee 
and though I have put in a Minute of Dissent, this is the first time I am 
speaking on the Sill. 


Mk. Peputy Praaidant: I do not object to the Honourable Member proceed - 
mg wth ber speech. I am only informing her what I propose to do 

Maniban Km: Sir, by granting 26 per cent more on standard rent, 

if I convinced that that would put an end to all salami or p.ugree as I 

said before, I would be willing to. accept the clause as it stands Even now if 
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the iionoumD.e Meiuuer in cbargo of the Bill ie prepared to convince me to 
that euect. J wouiu oe prepaieu lo accept ms auggesiion. 1 Enow tnat it 
cannot bo Cone ibe man wiio is uireauy occupying wul contmue tuere anU 
wo uo not imow wncKiief ne wni 00 nOi^csc cmcogn uoi lo uiuuige m pupre«* 
Under these conOitioiia when we aie not in a position to drive out tne evU of 


i uo non see any reason wuy Oy sucii leg.faiittiou we should enceurage 
iironieeuug ny a tenant anu tnua lieip me laudioid oy the bucKdoor. i would 
ttiererore appeal to tne J:i.onouiabio iueuiDer and alao to tlie Meumers ot this 
1 louse to accept tois amendment so that we do not legislate lor more increase 
,11 rent and we do not encourage prohteermg by tenants at the expense ot sub- 


Pandit Mukut Blhari Lai Bfdargava: Sir, the object of moving this amend- 
ment is this Clause 4^1), as it stands couhnes the applicability of sub- 
letting to lesidential premises only. My amendment ainiu ut exleudiug its 
scope to such premises which are being sub-let for non-residentiai purposes. 
In keeping witti the geiieial scheme of the Bill, J have proposed that in cases 
of sub-letung in so lar as residential premises are concerned, sub-clause (1) 
ot clause 4 proposes that a tenant may charge 25 per cent, and half ot it may 
be divided between the landlord and the tenant So far as commercial, pre- 
mises or noil -residential premises are concerned, iny amendment proposes that 
the teiiunt may charge 60 per cent over and above the standard rent and that 
50 per cent may be divided between the landlord and the tenant to the extent 
of half and half Theiefore, so far as rny amendment is concerned it aims 
at extending the scope ot sub-clause (1) (a) of clause 4, to non-residential 
premises So tar as the aiuendnient ot Miss Kara is concerned, it aims at 
deletion of this pait because it has been argued that it aims at prohteermg 
My submission is that the argument is wholly misplaced because it you recog- 
nise by moans of this Bill that it will be permissible for the tenant to sub- 
let the premises at a certain late, then it does not amount to profiteering at 
all, it means defining of standard rent so far as sub-letting of premises is 
roncerried In fact analogous jirovisions did not exist in the previous ordinances 
—neither in the Ajiiier-Merwara Bent Control nor in the Delhi Ordinance 25 
of 1944 So far as Ajmer-Merwara is concerned, this problem of sub-letting 
does not exist So tar as the Bill is concerned, its one aim is to fix rent for 
the pieimses and futts as they stand cannot be ignored by any legislation 
when riiahi'ig a jintticular enactment We find that a numbei of premises 
have hi. <‘11 sub-let and the tenants are actually charging considerably higher 
.imounts of rent than they are paying to the landloto Secondly when we 
recognise sub-lettiiig, it becomes our duty as legislators to define as to what 
will be the standard rent chargeable for sub-letting by a tenant and that 'the 
benefit of it should go not only to the tenant but also to the landlord because 
ordinarily it is not permissible, for any tenant to sub-let the premises without 
I be consent of the landlord When we recognise sub-lettmg without the con- 
'•ent of the landlord, then it is our paramount duty to lay down the principle 
.md there is nothing strange if we presenbe that the amount charged will be 
divided between the landlord and the tenant half and half, giving the advan- 
tage to both. I do not wish to take any more time of the House I commend 
niy amendments to the House 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; Sir, there is just one point I think my Hoiioi,irable 
friend Miss Maniben Kara is labouring under a misapprehension when she 
thinkr we are out to help profiteering There is no question of encouraging 
profiteering The tenant may have already taken salami or pugree, (But 
a here he is charging 100 per cent or 200 per cent extra over and above' the 
standard rent of the part sub-let, we are now trying to reduce the rent of the 
bub-tenant and limit it to 25 per cent or 60 per cent as the case mat be 
This ie wholly in the interest of the sub-tenant. ■ 
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Mr. Deputy Pieaideiit: The question is: 

• That pait (a) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill be omitted, and the suhse^uent 
parts be re-numWed accordingly." 

Thi. motion was negatived. 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is: 

"That for part (b) of sub-clause (1) of clause 4 of the Bill, the following be substituted, 

^'the tenant may lecovei from the sub-tenant an amount ^ual to the standard rent of 
the premises in proportion to the area he occupies' 

The motion was negatived. 


Mr Deputy President: The question is: 

■That foi part (a) jjf sub-clause (1) of clau o 4 of the Bill, the followmg be substituted, 

‘(a) the landlord may inciease the lent jiayable by the tenant— 

(i) in the case of premises let for residential purposes by an amount not esceed- 

ing 12i pei cent of the standard rent of the part sublet, and 

(ii) in the case of premises let for other purposes by an amount not oxceedmg 

25 per cent of the staml.ird rent of the part sublet' " 

'I’hf motion was adoptod 


Mr. Deputy President; The question is. 

"That foi pnit (b) of sub clause (1) of clause 4 ct th-i Bill, the following be substi- 
uiU'd, namely : 

'(b) the tenant may im lease the lent payable by the sub-tenant — 

(0 in the case of premises let for residential purposes bv an amount not exceed 
mg per cent of the standard rout of the part sublet; and 
(ii) in the cast of premises let for other purposes by an amount not exceeding 
6Q per 'ent of the standard rent of the part sublet’ " 

I'hi motion was adopted 


Miss Maniben Kara; Sii, 1 move. 


« Tti.it in sub clause (2) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words ‘whether before or’ be omitted ’’ 

This sub-clause says 

"Whoi-e the landlord has at any time whether before cr after the commencement of this 
Act incuiied expenditure on any improvement or structural alteration of the premises not 
being expenditure on decoration or normal lepairs, and the cost of that improvement or 
sltuclunu dlteiation has not heoii taken into account m dotermmmg the standard rent of the 
piemises, he may increase the lent pei yeai^ by rn amount not exceeding six and one-quartei 
pei cent ot such cost ’’ 

If rent was increased at the time the expenditure was incurred the land- 
6PM loi'd was entitled to do so because even under the Rent Control 
Ordei there was nothing to prevent it. But by having the words 
whether before or” at every stage we are only helping them to dig out the 
past It is possible that repairs were made four or six years back; should we 
nllow the landlord to dig up the past now by passing this law? These words 
occur everywhere, for instance, in clause 9 where the question of eviction 
comes in these words are there 1 therefore submit that while for all other 
purposes we want to apply this Bill to the future, in this case we should not 
allow It to affect the past In order to avoid any unpleasantness between 
the landlord and the tenant and to avoid digging up things which happened 
long ago, J submit that this harmless amendment should be accepted It 
IS not a big issue and it makes no substantial change in the Bill. I am sure 
the landlords would not be so charitable as not to charge the tenants for 
repairs or for the additional expenditure incurred. And therefore I appeal to 
the Honoqrable Member in charge to accept the amendment 
Mr. Deputy President: Amendment moved 

"That in sub-clauae (2) of clause 4 of the Bill, the words 'whetiier before or’ be omitted ’’ 
Mr. B. K. Ookfhale; Sir, I am sorry I cannot accept this amendment 
There is no difference between myself and my Honourable friend on questions 
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[Mr. B. K.. GokhaJe.J 
of principle. She is perfectly willing to accept that where a landlord effects 
»u improvement, he should get extra rent. About the past, there cannot be 
many such oases. The landlords must have already got extra lent; and it is 
specifically provided that, in such cases, no further increase will be allowed. 
Now that leaves a very few cases which may have happened in the last three 
or four months where the landlord has effected improvements and has not yet 
added anything to the rent. Should we deny him the benefit of these improve- 
ments because he had no time or opportunity, to add to the vent? 1 do not 
think that would be at all fair. With regard to things that happened in the 
past and which my Honourable Irieiid is afraid may be laked up, 1 do not think 
there will be any possibility of ruking up the past. It will be tciy difficult for the 
hmdlord in such cases to prove that improvements effected say four years ago 
weie not taken into account and that he had slept over it " So I feel that 
the clause as it stands is perfectly fair and I cannot accept the nraeudinenb 
Mr. Deputy President: The question is. 

"That in sub-clauae (2) of clause 4 of iho Bill, the wottla "whether liefme or’ be ouutteH ” 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is. 

"‘That clause 4 as amended, stand port of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 4 as amended, was added to the Bill 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Eriday the "list 
Vfarch, 1947. 



LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Friday, 21»t March 1947 

The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House ai 
Eleven of j|4>©- Clock, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) 
in the Chair. ■ 


STARRED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 

(a) Oral Answers 

' ^ Licencbs fob Establishment and Extension of Factoeibs 

1088. *Mr. ICanu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industrief 
and Supplies please state in which industries Government have instituted a 
system of licences for (i) extension of the factory, and (ii) establishing nen 
tactories ? 

(b) What is the policy in respect of the issue of such licences? 

(c) Who determines such issues and what is the share of the Provincial 
Governments in such determmation ? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a), (b) and (o). No system of 
licencing factories has been instituted so far; but this question is under consi- 
deration I might however state that for securing proper distributipu of 
industrial development, a certain amount of control has been exercised in the 
case of Cotton Textile, Cement and Sugar industries. This control is confined 
to the allocatioiv of quotas of production to Provinces and Indian States, the 
actual distribution of the quotijs to individuals being made by or on thd 
recommendation of the Provincial and State Governments 

Mr. Manu Subedar:^ Ts it not true that the Food Department exercises 
control over factories concerned with the production of food items, like vege- 
table ghee, and may 1 enquire whether Government will take the whole issue 
of licencing factories together into consideration and that they will formulate 
their policy from one department which will be applicable to all? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: The suggestion will be- taken into 
consideration. 

Ptof, N. O. Ranga: Does this also include that the various companies may 
be advised or directed to allow the Provincial Governments to take a partf- 
niular portion of the shares of these new factories? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: The policy of trying to control 
through ownership of industries is a general question, and I would like the 
Honourable^ Member to deal with it separately. 

Participation of Foreign Enterprise in New Companies. 

1089. *Mr. Manu ^Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industrie* 
and Supplies pjease state if Government have any information with regard 
to the numerous companies for the manufacture of various articles, that ar* 
projected, or already registered, in which foreign enterprise is invited to partis 
■cipate or share on certain terms? 

(b) What steps have Government taken to see that the terms, on whicll 
such participation takes place, are reasonable and are not opposed to the ln« 
terests of India as a whole? 

(c) Have GoVemment considered any steps in order to check the puroha** 
of machinery and equipment at highly inflated prices by Indian companies from 
-abroad? 

( 2269 ) 
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(d) Have Government any information of the volume of orders for machi- 
nery placed abroad and have thej any means of knowing this? 

(e) What steps do Government* propose to take in order to have full informa- 
tion regarding sUch matters in future? 

He Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacliaii: (a) The attention of the Honourable 
Member is invited to my reply to parts (a), (b) and (e) of his Sthrred Ques- 
tion No. 1090 to be answered today. 

(b) When sanctioning issue of capital, Government examine the terms as 
far as possible from this point of view. 

(c) Facilities now exist for importers to obtain their requirements of machi- 
nery from the cheapest sources. A Press Note on the subject dated the 14th 
September 1946 issued by the Government of India, is placed on the table. 

(d) Althpugh Government do not have a perfect machinery for accurately 
gauging volume of orders for machinery and equipment placed abroad, in the 
administration of Import Controls Government can get a fair idea of the volume 
of these orders A statement showing the approximate figures for 1945 and 
1946 is placed on the table 

(e) Government will consider the question. 

PRESS NOTE 

Imparli of Ca/ntal Gooih from non-HtTlmcj aiea countries. 

Representation have recently been received by the Government of India that machinery 
manufacturers in the United Kingdom quote considerably higher prices and longer periods 
of delivery for capital goods as compared with the terms offered by manufacturers in hard 
currency countues “ These lepresentations have been consideied by tbe Government of 
India and with a view to enable industiiahsts to obtain their lequirements from the coun- 
tries which offer relatively more favoutable terms, it has been decided to allow importation 
of capital goods and mat hi f it is pioved that the U. K 

prices for a comparable pi ibly highei and /or the period 

of delivery u longer 

With a view to fuither assist industiiahsts, it has been decided that the responsibility for 
ascertaining non-avuilability of capital goods m the sterling area should henceforth be 
assumed by Government and steps aie being taken to dispose of applications as expeditiously 
as possible 

Commerce Department, 

JVew DtUn, Septembtr 14, 1946 

Statement thawing the approximate total value of machinery and equipment {including Heavy 
E^tncal ^^yment and machine tooli) for which impoi t hcencet were issued during , 


(In lakhs of rupees). 


Country of Import 

1946 

.1946 

U. K 

4988 

6407 

U. S. A. . 

610 

2346 

Canada ........ 

7 

96 

Sweden ........ 

16 

198 

Switzerland ....... 

30 

204 

■ Otlen I 

66 

830 

Total . 1 

1 

9994 
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IGr. ItaaQ SEbeAar: In view of the notorious fact that majiy Indian firms 
through their inexperience or through their anxiety to have their factories 
established quickly are placing orders recklessly in other countries of the world 
at very heavy prices for textile machinery, printing machinery, sugar-makmg 
plants, etc., will Government consider the desirability of checking this private 
putting of orders at very heavy prices because it is detrimental to the interests 
of this country? 

The Bhnourable Sri 0. Ba|agopalachadri : If the Honourable Member will 
read the Press Note that I have referred to, the last paragraph is this: 

“With a view to further assist mduslrialists, it has been decided that the* responsibility^ 
for ascertaining non availability of capital goods in the sterling area should henceforth be 
assumed by Goveiument and steps are being taken to dispose of applications as expeditioosly 
as possible.” 

Other infortnation too is placed, Sir, at the disposal of the industrialists, 
and the general matter of trying to make the best bargain for industrialists 
will also be considered by the Govemrnentf, but I tihiiijr the mdustrialUtS' 
are. quite capable to take care of themselves. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Are any steps being taken to see Giat our industrialists 
will not place orders abroad for such of the articles as can be had in our own 
country even though the prices may be a little higher? 

The Bxmouiable Sri C. Bajagdpalachari: The suggestion is extremely simple, 
and I think the industrialists are quite aware of the idvantages of securing 
articles locally instead of waiting for supplies fiom a'oro.ul 

Pandit Lakshpoi Kanta tealtora: May I know fium the Honour.ible Member 
if Government propose to institute an a<l hoc machinery for the pin pose of, 
collecting data as to the orders placed abroad 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalacharl : The machmery that we have and 
to which I referred — the Import Control Machinery is adequate enough If 
we exercise a greater amount of control it may cause delay, but the suggestion 
will be considered 

Terms of Combination of Indians and Non-Indians in the Manufacture op 
Motor Cars, Dyestuffs, etc. 

1090, *Mr. Manu Subedar; (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supplies please state if Government have any information with regard to 
combination of Indians and non-Indians in the manufacture of (i) motor-cars, 
pi) textile machinery, (lii) dyestuffs, and (iv) technical equipment? 

(b) How many such companies have been projected? 

(c) Have Government seen the terms and conditions between Indians and 
uon-Indians and, if so, have they considered whether it is necessary in the 
interests of India as a whole to avoid some of these terms? 

(d) Approximately when is production expected to start on these lines 
according to information possessed by Government? 

m HonouiaW® Sri 0. Eajagopalach&rl: (a), (b) and (c) I presume that 
by “combination,” is meant arrangements under which non-Indians are to 
participate in the share-holding and control of an Indian company. As far 
as Government are aware, an agreement was entered into recently between 
some Indian industrialists and some British industrialists to start the manu- 
factwe of spinning machinery in India. A new company (Messrs. Parimal 
Limited) has been formed for the purpose with a capital of Rs. crores, the 
issue of which has been sanctioned. The agreement provides that, while the 
majority of the shares and controlling interests will be held by Indians, the 
British industrialkts will have a minor finwioial interest in the company and 
Will be represented <m the Board. 
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Government also understand that negotiations are in progress between 
Messrs. Tata Sons Limited and the Imperial Chemical Industries Lirnited for 
the formation of a company for the manufacture of dyestuffs ki India, but 
Government have no further mformation. 

Government are not aware of any such combinations for the manufac- 
ture of motor cars or “technical equipment”. 

Government do not consider it necessary, in the interests of India, to 
interfere in the terms and conditions of the agreement for the manufacture 
of spmning machinery. 

(d) The Company formed for the manufacture of textile spinning machi- 
nery in India is expected, if all goes well, to begin manufacture in 1950. 1 

cannot say anything about the other concern. 

Mr. Menu Subedai: Are Government aware that in some oases the Indian 
counterpart of these combinations is merely the selling agent, and that the 
material is coming here in a knocked down and loose condition and is being 
merely put right and then so'd as Indian manufactured goods? 

The Honourable Sri O. Bajagopalachari: There is such a possibility, Sir 
though I would not vouch for all of them being of that character. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Will not Government set up some machinery to secure 
the fullest information even if they did not consider it desirable normally to 
interfere with these combinations? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari : Yes, Sir. We have done our 
best to collect our information and I could have given more information on the 
question put, apart from the question of combination, if I were satisfied with 
inaccurate and vague information Government have a lot of vague infprma- 
tion But there is opportunity for getting more accurate information as things 
develop The suggestion of the Honourable Member, if put in a little more 
concrete form as to the nature of the organisation we have to set up, will 
be taken into consideration. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: I shall he very glad to send the Honourable Member 
a note on the subject 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: Thanks, Sir. 

StNDBI FbBTILISEB PLA^■T 

1091. “''Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Honourable Member for Industries 
and Supi'lies please state the progress that has been made in the direction of 
the Sindr Plant for the manufacture of fertilisers? , 

(b) Whyt progress has been made with regard to the setting up of cement 
maiiufiietuie from base pioducts of the tertiliser’’ 

(c) Is it a fact that the firm of British Consulting Engineers is also super- 
vising woik 111 TikIm'' 

(dj Have Government received any complaints that, in the distribution of 
works orders in India, Indian firms have been discriminated against and have 
not been given full opportunity for taking up the work? 

(e) What is the volume of orders, which have gone to British firms in India 
and of those, which have gone to Indian firms? 

(f) Vv'hat was the original date mentioned in the Assembly by Sir Ramaswami 
Mudaliar when this plant would be functioning, and by how many years will 
that date be delayed? 

(g) What are the principal causes for such delay? 

The Honourable Sri O. Bajagopalachari: (a) The Honourable Member is 
referred to the answer of the Starred Question No. 365. 

(b) Specifications have been drafted for the machinery for the oemenli 
factory and issued to manufacturers specialising in this dass of work in 
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England, in the U.S.A. and in India, for the purpose of submitting compe- 
titive tenders. 

(o) No Sin The Consulting Engineers are an American firm. 

(d) Owing to the difficulty of obtaining competitive tenders in India for 
structural steelwork, Government set up a small committee to make recom- 
mendations to Government on the allocation of orders for such work and a 

, complaint was received from an Engineering Association to the effect 
that, out of 10,000 tons of structural steelwork required, orders for 9,Q00 tons 
had been placed with European controlled firms. The Assooiatioa 
complained that this committee was showing discrimination against 
Indian firms. The facts were that, excluding orders for stee’work for the 
Power-Gas speciality plant, for which they hold an all-in contract, only one 
order for 1,200 tons of structural stee'iwork and erection of the same had been 
placed on the recommendations of the Committee, and this had gone to an 
Indian controlled firm. 

(e) At the end of February the value of orders for plant and stee’work 
and reinforced concrete foundations placed with British controlled firms in 
India was Bs 15.18 lakhs The value of orders placed with Indian controlled 
firms wa’ Es 28.64 lakhs Many enquiries aie still outstanding on both 
British controlled and Indian controlled firms. 

(fj and (g) The time required to bring a factory of this type into produc- 
tion IS determined by the time required for delivery of the plant Owing to 
the world shortage of capital goods, procurement of plant has been difficult. 
Notwithstanding this India has been fortunate in obtaining high pnority in 
the various countries of supply for all key items of the plant. Deliveries, 
however, are in most cases from two to three years from date of placing 
orders, It is on the basis of best plant deliveries obtainable that it is fore- 
cast that the factory will start production early in 1949 

Mr. Hanu Subedar; Are Government aware m connection with the Sindri 
Plant that the Sindri people are taking up 8,000^ tons of timber lying in 
Bombay instead of collecting the timber from the Sub-Himalayan Tracts to 
which it is nearer. They are creating a transport problem and depriving the 
building trade in Bombay of timber which is in the hands of the Disposals 
Directorate 

Th# Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalactaari : If the question is cheaper supply 
at the Sindri factory, I am certain that Government will make every endea- 
vour to get it from the Himalayan Tracts. But if it is a question of com- 
petition between the building trade in Bombay city and the fertiliser factory, 

I would place preference on the fertilising factory 

Uns^tisfactoky Traveluno Conditions on the Bengal Naqpuk 
Railway 

1092. ’’’Seth Govind Das: Will the Honourable Member for Eailways be- 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that the number of trains on the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway are still inadequate and thqt passengers travel on foot-board» 
in many trains; 

(b) whether the pre-war standard of the number of trains is contemplated 
to be resumed on this Railway, if so, when; 

(o) whether Government are aware that most of the carriages of this Rail- 
way are in nefed of repairs and that the passengers are inconvenienced owinir 
t6 unsatisfactory travelling oonditiMis; and 

(d) what steps Government are taking to restore the pre-war travellinc 
cCnditions? 
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Tba EfonouraUe Dr. Jofan (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Yes, as soon as more coaching stock becomes available. 

(c) Yes. Shortage of materials, fittings and lack of adequate maintenance 
under war conditions have contributed to the present unsatisfactory condition 
of much of the coaching stock. Every effort is, however, being made to over- 
take these arrears in maintenance 

(d) The Hallway Administrations are doing their utmost to restore pre- 
war travel conditions; in fact, the Railway schemes aim at considerable 
improvement on the pre-war* conditions of travel generally although it must 
necessarily be some time before these schemes can materialize. 

Seth Oovind Das: Are Government aware that particularly in this line the 
coaches are in a much worse condition than in any line in India? 

The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: I admit that is possible. But we are 
doing our best. As the Honourable Member realizes the difficulties in our way 
are really two: first of all, there is an unusual amount of work thrown on the 
railway workshops, and then there is the shortage of materials. But consis- 
tently with these limiting conditions, we are doing our best 

Sri E. Venkatasubba Reddiar: In view of present conditions, would not the 
addtional running of trains cost further loss^> 

iOie Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: Not necessarily Sir 
Inspection op Railways by Inspecting Ofpicebs of the Railway Boabd 

1093. ^Seth Oovind Das: Will the Seeietarv of the Communications Depart- 
lent be pleased to state" 

(a) the manner of inspection of the Railways prescribed by the Railway 
Board ; 

(b) the number of inspections made annually of each Railway by the Inspect- 
ing Officers of the Railway Board, 

(o) the method of inspection adopted, 

(d) the number of the Inspecting Officers, 

(e) whether these Inspecting Officers secure the assistance of the Local 
Advisory Committees at the time of inspection; 

(f) whether the Inspecting Officers take the proceedings of the Local Advisory 
Committees as a part of their agenda of inspecting items; 

(g) whether the Inspectors summon the parties concerned and hear their* 
grievances when their representations are outstanding for decision before the 
Railway authorities; and 

(h) whether Government propose to consider the desirability of prescribing 
a more rigid and searching mode of inspection by the Inspection Officers? 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zubsrt: (a) The Inspectors, who inspect railways in 
pursuance of the obligation laid down in Section 4(2) (a) & (b) of the Indian 
Railways Act, 1890 are no longer the officers of the Railway Board, but are 
under the Communications Department. There are two types of inspections, 
namely ; (i) inspection of a line before it is opened for the public carriage of 
pa^engers; and (ii) periodical inspection of lines open already to passenger 
traffic. 

Periodical inspections are sub-divided into two categories; (i) a detailed 
annual inspection which is usually carried out by a special train in company 
with the General Manager and his Principal and District Officers; and (ii) a 
tour inspection, which is carried out mostly by passenger trains usually un- 
accompanied by any railway official. 

Inspection prior to the opening of a line for public traffic is carried ou6 
either by a special train or by a trolly. 



STARHED QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 2295 

(b) The information is being collected and will be laid on the table of the 
House. 

(c) The Inspector is expected to pay attention mostly to the following points, 
and to comment on them in his Annual Inspection Eeport: 

(i) the proper maintenance of the sub-grade works, bridges, tracks, abcom> 
modation works, signalling and interlocking equipment, locomotives and rolling 
stock; 

(ii) whether the operation of the railway is being carried out in such a 
manner as to secure the safety both of the public and of persons operating 
the railway, and whether the stall are thoroughly familiar with their duties 
and the rules; 

(iii) the adequate provision of facilities for passengers, such as means of 
communication between passengers and guard, the exhibition of time-tables, 
tables of fares, authority for quoting rates, reservation for the exclusive use 
of women of at least one lowest class compartment, provision of safety catches 
on the doors of compartments, arrangements for dealing with traffic, booking 
arrangements and waiting accommodation, refreshment arrangements, latrines 
including their general sanitary conditions; 

(iv) whether adequalie arrangements exist for fire lighting, and 

(v) the proper maintenance of equipment in relief trains and first-aid 
boxes, medicine chests, etc. 

(d) There are five Goveininent Inspectors of Railways, of wliotn two are in 
Oalcutta, one each at Lahoie, Boinbiiy and Bangalore 

(e) and (f) No 

(g) Tins IS not one of the functions of the Ihulwn'v Inspectorate Gfficers, 

(h) No The Inspections .are already Stringent and Strict 

Seth Oovlnd Oas: With respect to clause (d), does the Honourable Member 
know that the numbei of insiiectiiig officers in the Central part of tlie country 
is very few? 

Mr^ Masairat Husaia Zuboii; I have indicated that there are only five 
Inspectors who are under one Chief Government Inspector of Railways The 
headquarters of the circles are m Calcutta, Bombay, Bangalore and Lahore. 
We have got a very limited staff, I admit 

Shrl Sri Prskasa: Is it a part of the function of these inspectors to inspect 
the inside of carriages, etc , and find out if the fittings etc. are in order or 
•not? 

Mr. Masariat Husain Zubeil: Yes. 

fflurl Sri Prakasa: Are they expected to report to the Railway Board’ What 
I am anxious about is this’ inspection is under one department and repairs 
ynder another department. I want to know how the functions of the two are 
co-ordinated. 

Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberi: Inspection is done by the officers of the 
Railway Inspectorate and their recommendations are forwarded to the Railway 
Board. I might explain to the House that the Railway Inspectorate till 1941 
was a part of tho Railway Board but it was separated to make it more inde- 
pendent of the Railway Board and it was done after this House accepted 
thpt recommendation and recommended it to the Government. 

ZaUl CH>Vind Has: The Honourable Member has accepted that there are 
pmotioally no Inspectors in the Central part of tho country. What is be 
going to do with respect to this? Is he going to increase the niunber and 
see Slat some Inspectors are- appointed for the central part of the country? 

Mr. MUMRtt Husain Zuberi: I do not know whether the Hcmourable 
Member is referring to the inspectors in the Inspectorate or to the inspectors 
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,who are under the Bailwaj Board. There are two kinds of inspeotions. What 
1 am concerned with in the Communications Department are the inspectors 
.who see that the safety regulations are observed. The day to day inspeotions 
toe the responsibility of the Railway Board. I do not Imow which category 
of inspectors the Honourable Member is referring to. 

Bern CKWlnd Das: I am referring to the Honourable Member’s Department. 

Hasarrat Susain Zuberi: The central area does come under the juris- 
diction both of the Railway Inspectors at Bombay and at Calcutta. 

PlOf. N. O. Banga: In view of the fact that the distance is so great 
between Bombay and Calcutta and Dejhi and Bangalore, will Government 
consider the advisability of having another circle somewhere near Nagpur? 

Ito. Masarrat Husain Zuberi: The increase in the number of circles was 
Considered as part of the post-war plans. 

Prof. W. G. Banga: Is any effort being made to increase the number of 
inspectors ? 

Mr. Maaarrat Husain Zuberi: We are finding it difficult to staff the few 
circles that we already have. 

Food Stokaob at Pouts 

1094. *Mr, Mauu Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food Department 
please state what are the details of the long range food storage plans at vital 
ports? 

(b) Which poits are considered vita] and why? 

(c) What is the total estimated cost of the project? 

(d) In how many years will the work of^ constructing these warehouses be 
done and by what machinery? 

(e) Have Government considered m the preparation of these plans the effect 
of the proposed Karachi-Bombay broad guage lailway, which passes through the 
port of Kandla m Cutch? 

(f) If not, do Government propose to consider the desirability of having the 
scheme re-examined? 

Mr. K. L. Pan.]abi: (a) The long range food storage plans under Govern- 
ment’s consideration are based upon the recommendations of the Krishanama- 
ohari Committee, a copy of the summary of whose recommendations is in the 
library of the House. 

(b) No decision has yet been taken regarding the location of food storage 
accommodation 

(c) The cost of the project has not yet been estimated This can only be 
done after a decision regarding the location, capacity and typ6 of storage to 
be constructed has been taken 

(d) As no decision has yet been taken about the type and capacity of the 
Storage accommodation to be built, it is not possible to state the period 
required for construction, and the agency to be employed for the purpose. 

(e) and (f) Government will bear in mind the improvement in commu- 
nications as a result of the construction of proposed Karachi-Bombay br«wi 
gauge railway 

Prof. N. O. Banga: In view of the fact that the Government have their own 
Storage Directorate and also that the report of the Committee has been with 
the Government for more than six months, why is it that the Government of 
India maintain even today that they are still cansidering the recotnmendstion» 
of that Committee in regard to storage and the making of plans for the cons* 
traction of warehouses? 
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Mr. S. L. Pa&Jabi: The report of the Committee has only just been receiv- 
ed. A summary has been forwarded to Government in advance but no deci- 
sion could be taken until the complete report of the Committee had been, 
received. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Having regard to the extensive storage godowns which 
have been built by Provincial Governments, will the Honourable Member teir 
us what order of sums are intended to be spent on these warehouses at the 
principal ports'and which of the ports have been selected for this purpose? 

M^. K. L. Pamlabi; As 1 have already stated, no decision has been taken 
regarding the location of the storage accommodation to be built. I might 
point out that the Committee has estimated that the cost of the additional 
accommodation will be six crores of rupees 

Mr, Manu Subedar; May we not know the policy which tlie Government 
of India have, as the number of large warehouses to be erected at various- 
ports will naturally depend on the policy if the Government, as to how much 
food reserve they intend to carry in future in their own hands? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: No decision has yet been taken but I might point out 
that the Committee has recommended that the emergency food reserve should 
be about 1^ million tons. 

Sri V. 0. VelUngJii Qounder; May I know if it is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to import foodstuffs even after the present food shortage is tided over?' 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: That is largely a question of the future and if there 
is no necessity to import foodgrains the Honourable Member may rest assured' 
that none will be imported. 

Sri V. 0. VaUingin Oounder: What then is the use of spending so many 
crores on storage accommodation? 

Mr. President: That would be argumentative. 

Pandit lAkshml Kanta Maitra: Is it proposed to locate the storage accom- 
modation only at ports and not at central places? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: "No decision has yet been taken but the Committee 
has recommended that the bulk of this accommodation should be constructed 
at the ports. 

Sri V. 0. Vellinglrl Ctounder: In these matters are the Provincial Govern- 
ments consulted? 

(No answer was given) 

Pandit Laksbmi Kanta Maitia: What is the Committee to which the 
Honourable Member has been referring all the time? Is it the Greeorv 
Committee? ® ^ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: No, Sir. I was referring to the Committee which was 
presided over by Sir V. T. Krishnamachan. 


Pandit Lak^mi Kanta Maitra: Is the Honourable Member aware that the 
Gregory Committee report made a definite and specific recommendation about 
building up a reserve stock for the whole of India and may I know whether 
this Krishnamachari Committee has made any departure from the recom- 
mendations of the Grego^ Committee? Is the Honourable Member also aware' 
that the Gregory Committee never contemplated the location of grain storaee 
godowns at ports in India bub at central places? 

Mr. PiMldent: This is entering into an argument. 


P«^t LlUlini K«nU Maitra: No, Sir. I am referring to two distinct 
Committees. I want to know whether this Committee has made any departure- 
from the re^^dations <A the Gregory Committee on the identical subject. 
MX, S. Jj. Panjka: Copies of both the reprads are in the libmrv of 

l^aSn frSIhem®. thr?ecessary 



legislative assembly [21bt Mae. 1947 

Disposal op Appeals by the Ihooue Tax Tbibtthals 

1096. *Seth Gtovind Das: Will the Honourable the Law Member be pleased 
to state: 

(a) the number of appeals submitted to the Income-tax Tribunals armuallj^ 
during the last three years; 

(b) the number of appeals disposed of every year and appeals that were trans- 
ferred to succeeding years; 

(0) the revenue derived by way of fees on appeals preferred and the amount 
which Government contribute for the maintenance of the Tribunals; 

(d) the authority under which they are being administered; 

(e) the official status of the Tribunal Members; 

(f) whether they are being recruited on the basis of provincial representa- 
tion ; 

(g) whether they are quakfied in the Provincial languages; 

(h) whether it is possible to recruit members to the Tribunals with a regional 
relationship having qualifications m the Provincial or regional languages, 

(1) whether Government propose to appoint in future to the Income-Tax 
Tribunals members belonging to regions over which they are expected to have 
jurisdiction and having knowledge of the regions they are to work for; and 

(]) the number of Tiibunnl Membeis m India at present functioning from 
each Province together with the names of the Provinces they belong to? 

The Honourable Mr. jogendra Nath Mandal; (a), (b), (c) and (j). A] 
statement giving the information asked for is laid on the table. 

(d) Seotion 5A of the Indian Income-tax Act, 1922 

(e) The official status of the Members of the Tribunal is that of Officers of 
Class I, Central Services. 

(f) No. 

fg) Most of the Members know Hindi or Hindustaai, but none of them are 
proficient in all the languages of the provinces within their respective juris- 
diction 

(h) and (i) No It would not be possible to recruit members of the Tribunal 
on a regional basis without considerably increasing the number of members 
which is not feasible unless the relevant provision of the Act limiting the 
maximum number of members to ten is amended. Government are however 
satisfied that no inconvenience is now caused to parties by reason of the 
members of the Tribunal not knowing the languages in which the account 
books are kept as these are examined by the Income-tax Officers and where 
there is a dispute about the translation of a document the party producing 
it is required to submit a translation certified by the official translator of the 
'High Court. 


Statement 

(a) Number of appeals instituted 


Ye.-,r 

I. T. appeals 

E. P. T. 
appeals 

ToUl 

1943-44 



1953 

364 

3317 

>1944-46 . 



2670 ^ 

461 

3031 

1946-46 


4 

3038 

660 

8688 
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(b) Xumber of Appeals disposed of 


Yer 

I. T. appeals 

E. P. T. 
appeals 

Total 

1943-44 1 

1683 

223 

1906 

1944-46 

1917 

377 

2294 

1946-46 

1769 

283 

2062 


Number of appeals remaining undisposed^ and carried forward 


appeals E. P. T. Total 

appeals 

1327 273 1600 

1980 347 2327 

3249 724 3973 

le derived by wi.y of fees and exper o of tho Incoino-t%x Appellate Tribunal. 

Year Revenue Expend itre 


r's Bs. 

1,96,950 3,70,656 

2.49.800 4,37,339 

2.90.800 N 4,52,939 


(j) Number of Tribunal Members at present functioning from different Provinces. 


■ 




Benohes 

Jurisdiction 

No. of 
Members 

1 Province of origin 

Sombay Benches . 

Bombay, C. P. A Berar, 
Sind, Baluchistan, 

Delhi, Ajmer, Abu. 

4 

2 from Punjab 

1 from Bombay. 

1 from Madras. 

Calcutta Bench 

Bengal, Asseun, Bihar 

2 

1 from Bihar- 
1 from Bombay. 

Allahabad Bench . 

V. P., Punjab, N. W. F. 
P. 

2 

1 from U. P. 

1 from Bombay. 

Madv’as Bench 

Madras, Prbsa, B.tnga- 
Idre. 

2 

2 from Bengal. 


1943- 44 

1944- 46 
1946-46 


Year I. T. 

1943- 44 

1944- 45 

1946-46 ... . . 
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Setii ChlvUid Das: With respect to clause (g) of the question, the Honour- 
able Idember said that they know Hindi»taiii. Is the Honourable Member 
aware that even in the Hindustani si>eaking areas there are many members 
of these tribunals who do not know Hindustani? 

The Honourable Hr. Jogendia Kath Mandal: Sir, I cannot make any defi- 
nite statement on the point. What the Honourable Member says might be 
a fact. But as I have stated in my reply to parts (h) and (i) no inconveni- 
ence or difficulty has been caused on that account. 

Seth Govind Das: Has the Honourable Member received any complaints 
with respect to this language affair? 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendia Nath Mandal: No. Sir. 

Prof. W. G. Ranga: Who appoints these people and for what term are they 
appointed? r ^ 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal: They are appointed by the 
Govcmqient on the lecommendation of Federal Public Service Commission. 

Prof. N, O. Ranga: For what periods? 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal: Usually on contract basis for 
a period of five years. 

Prof. N. G. Ranga: Are they recruited from the ranks of lawyers or 
Accountants or both; are they selected by competition or by mere selection? 

The HonouraUe Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal; They are appointed by selec- 
tion by the Federal Public Service Commission and the requisite qualifications 
are prescribed. 

Shri Sri Prakaaa; With leference to the answer to part (i) of the question, 
may I know from the Honourable Member whether Government alone are 
satisfied that there is no hardship or whether the parties also are satisfied that 
no hardship is caused to them? 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal: No corhplaint has yet been 
received and so the Government are of opinion that no hardship is caused to 
the parties, 


Retibed Income-Tax Department Officers as Members of the Income-Tax 
Tribunals 


lOM. *Seth Govind Das; (a) Will the Honourable the Law Member be 
pleased to j)*ate whether retired Income-tax Department officers, such as Assist- 
ant Commissioners, have been appointed as Members of Income-tax Tribunals? 

(b) How many such retired Income-tax OflScers are functioning as Membeiw 
of the Tribunals in this country? 


(c) What are the salary and allowances they draw besides their pensions? 

^ Jogsndra Nath Mandal; (a) Only one appointment of 

a retired Officer of the Income-tax Department was .made as Accountant 
Member of the Income-tax Appellate Tribunal in pursuance of the proviso to 
sub-section (3) of section 5A of the Indian Income-tax Act. The officer so- 
appointed has since resigned - so- 

(b) None. 


(c) Rs 2,500, inclusive of pension, if any. 

Seth Govind Dm: For how long did this officer who has now resigned w- 
main in that post? ® 

The Honourable Mr. Jogendra Nath Mandal; For about three years. 

Seth Govind Dm: And what was the reason for his reBignati(xi? 
of "®®*8ned on the ground 
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STABRSD qCRaTIONS and answers 
Obow Mom Food Cahpaiox. 

1®97. ‘lit* *• (a) Will the Secretary of the Department of 

Agriculture please state what decision Government have arrived at in the matter 
of intensi^fing the “Grow More Food Campaign” in the country for a period of 
fife years? 

(b) Have Government 6x6(1 a target for the year 1947? 

(o) Do Government propose to consider the question of increase of grants to 
cultlrators, more assistance by the Central Fertiliser Pools and the appointment 
of an Agricultural Machinery Bureau to assist the agriculturists? 

Sir Pbsirose Kbaregat: (a) The questions of the financial assistance to be 
provided during the five years 1947-52 is under the consideration of Govern- 
mer^fc-- A statement is placed on the table showing the nature of the works 
proposed to be undertaken in each province, the acreage to be covered and 
the increased production expected. 

(b) A statement is placed on the table showing the targets which have been 
accepted by the provinces for the next five years, 

(o) These matters are under consideration. 


Food grains Production Tirgots for 1047-48 to lO^l-^J Acoeptod by Provuices 


No. 

Name of Province 

Rice 

Whet 

Jowar 

Bijra 

Total 



tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

tons 

1 

Baluoliiston 


14,000 



14,000 

2 

Bengal 

785.000 




786,000 

3 

Bihar .... 

250,000 

100,000 



350,000 

4 

Bombay 

77,700 

45,000 

101,000 

62,000 

285,700 

6 

Central Provmces 

100,000 

70,000 

23,000 

7,000 

200,000 

6 

Madrss 

060,000 




650,000 

7 

N. W. F. P. 


48,000 



48,000 

8 

Orissa 

160,000 




150,000 

S 

Punjab 

66,000 

400,000 



456,000 

10 

United Provinces . . 

170,000 

330,000 



600,000 


Total 

2,237,700 

1,007,000 

124,000 

69,000 

3,437,700 


Targets proposed for other province s. 



11 

Assam 

186,000 




185,000 

18 

Sind . 

42,000 

84,000 



126,000 


Orand Total 

3,464,700 

1,091,000 

124,000 

69,000 

37,48,700 
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A Statement showing the ProvinoiAl Targets and their Break up : 


Province 

Schemes 

Number 
of works 
to be 
construo 
ted 

Seed A 
manure 
to be 

distributed 
in 1,000 

Area in 
thousand 
acres 

Additional 

prodootion 

in 

thousand 

tons 

1 

2 

3A 

3B 

4 

6 

Bengal . 

"Mor Irrigation Project 



600 

250 


Dr linage of large Bhils . 



100 

60 


Reclamation of new lands 



60 

86 


M muring of rice lands . 


30 ' 

1,040 

197 


Distribution of improved seeds. 



3,600 

224 


Installation of Per nan wheels 

6,000 


26 

14 


Installation of river pumping 
Sets. 

Construction of Tube-wells 

100 

200 


10 

' 60 

2 

3 


Total 



6,386 

786 

Bihar 

Construction of surf ace wells . 

60,000 


300 

66 


Minor Irrigation Schemes 

8,000 

schemes. 


800 

120 


Reclamation of land 



200 

90 


Manuring 



1,400 

00 


Construction of Tube- wells 

168 


68 

12 


Small canals A reservoirs 



120 

21 


Total 



2,878 

388 

Bombay . 

Construction of wells 

60,000 



35 



New wells 
10,000 
to be imp- 
roved. 



3 


River Pumping Plants . 



100 

20 


Distribution of improved seeds. 



6,004 

117 


Distribution cf M mure . 


.. 

490 

44 


Distribution of Compost 



600 

3 


Land Improvement Schemes . 



600 

16 


Mechanical Cultivation of lands 



40 






7,964 

264-fS2 

Meohaakat 

cultivation 
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1 

I 

2 

3A 

[ SB 

1 * 

6 

C. P.* 
Berar. 

Construction of veils 

16,000 
Mew wells 
b^e.ooo 


•• 

1 

12 


Construction of new small pri- 
vate tanks. 



26 

3 


Irrigation schemes 



176 

32 


Kans control 



300 

60- 


Beclamatioti and colonisation 
of wiste land. 

.. 


100 

26 


Minures .... 



400 

63 


River Pumping plants . 




6 





10,00 

20(y 

2£adras ■ 

Multiplication and distribution 
of Improved paddy seeds. 



7,100 



Mechanical cultivation . 



75 in 6tli 1 
year 

7 

' 

Construction of new wells and 
renovation of old wells. 

62,500 
New and 
60.000 
old 



66 


Construction and repairs of 
private tanks. 



10 



Private pumpmg sets 

36 


1 



Minor irrigation Project- 

214 


185 

SO- 


Schemes for distribution of 
manures. 

280 



800- 


Increase in yield through 
contour ridging and bunding. 



60 

2 


Other schemes 




10 





74,21 

631 tons of 
rice, 

17 tons of 
0 t h e r 
foodgrains 
-648 tons 

NwW.r.p. 

Irrigatfon . • . . 




SO 


Construction of Surface Per- 
colation wells. 

- 



10 


Beolamation of waste lands . 



40 

IS 

- . 1 

Manuring ... - 

.. , 

2 in 6th 
year. 

46 

6 

- 1 




86 

48 




i 

— L ■*■■■" — 1 
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1 

2 

SA 

3B 

4 

I 

Oriam 

Emergenoy Irrigation Projects. 

Soheme 


173 

33 


‘ Reclamation of waste lands . 



60 

83 


Renovation of old tanks 



100 

3 


Construction of embankments 
for protection of saline 
lands. 



30 

3 


Drainage of water logged areas 



18 

t 


Distribution of manures 



300 

22 


Multiplication and distribution 
of improved seeds. . 


13 In first 
year. 
36_owt 

S75 

87 





4,650 

146 tons 

Punjab . 

Agricultural Schemes 




180 tons 


Irrigation Schemes 




276 „ 






465 „ 

U. P. . 

Construction of new wells 

150,000 



150 


Improvement of existing wells. 

100,000 



30 , 


Reclamation of lands 



260 

85 


Construction of contour bunds . 



100 

18 


Tube wells . . . .5 

!,000 wells 

200 tons - 

2,000 

90 

222 


Manure 

*■ 


2,360 

695 







Prol. N. G. Baoga: Is it not a fact that the Eastern Economist, a very 
responsible paper — I daresay my Honourable friend would also admit that it is 
a very responsible papei- — has complained that this Grow More Food Campai^ 
and the targets fixed by the Government of India thereunder are not being 
pursued vigorously? 

Sir Pheroze Eharegat: It is perfectly possible, Sir. But I may explain 
that in the first three years of the Grow More Food Campaign we were able 
to secure an average annual increased producjtion sit thraa million ^ns which, 
has been accepted by the provinces who always have a tendency to lafnimiso 
their production. It is perfectly true that in 1945-46, being a famine year, 
production was very much below the average. 

Sn V. 0. Vellingiri Qounder; The Honourable Member says that there has 
been an annual increased production of three million tons. May I know the 
extent of increase in crop production on account of the • Qronjis, More Pood 
Campaign in each Province? ^ 

Six Pheroze Khuegat: Sir, the figures are available and if desired I shall 
be happy to place them on the, table of the House. 

Bri V. 0. Veiling Oounder: As far as 'the Provmoe of Madras is con* 
cemed, my Information is that there has been no appreciable increase at all. 

Xr. Pieaident: That is a matter of opinion. ^ 
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s^Srii-'V. 0. 'V6Uingin Qoundti: jyiay 1 know whether any conditions have 
been Inaposed m giving these Grow More h’ood grants to Provinces / ihh 
oidier day 1 asked whether Government were considering the imposition ot any 
oonditions. in spending the money wtien uiaUmg grants to provinces. 

Sir Pherose Shuegat: No, Sir. The plans provide for the construction of 
certain specific works for the clistnbution of a specified amount of seed , or 
manure as the case may be, and it is presumed that under normal conditions, 
if the mofisoon etc are not unfavourable, the necessary increased production 
will automatically result therefrom . . 

Pandit Sri iCr ighna, Butt Paliwal: May I know whether targets have been 
fixed for each year of the five year pl^nZ, 

Suf^Ph^roae Ktaaragat: The statement placed on the table shows the targets 
wbiph have been fixed for every Province 

PMdit Sri Krishna Butt Paliwal: Have they been fixed for each year? 
Sir Pheioze Kharegat: No, Sir We have qot fixed the target for each 
year We have fixed thorn crop-wise and it le expected that the ultimate 
target will be achieved m the course of five years. The process of dividing up 
this target into the amounts 'to be achieved year by year is still under discua- 
gion with the Provinces. 


Prof. K, O, What is the general trend of the report made to Gov- 

ernment by Mr Sethi who has recently gone round all the Provinces in order 
to examine how this Grow More Food Campaign is being carried on? 

Sir Pharoxa Kharagat: He went round primarily to get the targets fixed for 
the Provinces, and Aese targets show that it is possible to secure from the 
Provinces an increased production of 8.70 million tons per year, by the end 
of the five year period. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. JaSar: May I know for how many years India will con- 
tinue to rely on foreign imports and the approximate date when India will 
be self sufficient of her own supplies? 

Sir Pherosa Kharagat: I cannot answer that question, but as I have said 
before, if .-ill the facilities that are required in the shape of money, men, 
material, priorities, etc can be made available, there is no reason why India 
should not become self-supporting in the space of a period of from five to ten 
years. 

Sri V. 0. Vellinglri Bounder: With reference to part (c) of tVie question 
may T know what steps Government have taken, by way of the appointment of 
an Agricultural Machinery Bureau Or any attempts in that line, to provide 
more agricultural machinery to the Provinces apart from the tractor? 

Sir Pherose Kharagat; Proposals have been put up and are at present 
under discussion with the Finance ' Department for the setting up of a Bureau 
for making tractors and other agricultural machinery available to Provinces 
either on sale or on hire m may be found suitable. 

Sri V. O. Vellinglri CKrandeir: May I know how long the proposal will take 
to materialise? ^ 

Sir Pheioie KhWegat: Thet is beyond my potver to say. It will depend on 
the necessary sanction from the Finance Department. 

Position Ireo.ardino Cloth Supply 


1098. *Mr ^ed E H. Jaffel’: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
Industries and Supplies please lay on the table of the House a statement on the 
present positign of cloth supplies in the country? 

9^} present shortage of woollen cloth in the countrv^> 

(o) What measures do Government propose to take to stimulate’nhe produc- 
tipn of cloth and especially of woollen cloth in the country? 

(d) Are Government aware that ^e shortage of cloth is moh serious now than 
at any time dunng the War? 
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The honourable Sri 0. Kajagopalacharl: (a) and (b) As regards oottoa 
cloth, I would refer the Honourable Member to my reply to question No. 340 
asked by the Honourable Shri D. H. Karmarkar on 17th February 1947. The 
only shortage is in respect of the liner types of light-weight woven woollen 
goods which are worn by the well-to-do. India’s production of these types 
IS not enough to meet requirements, and imports are at present inadequate to 
fill up the deficiency. 

{(i) As regards stimulation of production of cotton cloth, I would refer the 
Honourable Member to my reply to question No 340 asked by the Honourable 
Shri D P. Karmarkar on 17th February 1947 As regards woollens, the 
Government ot India have arranged for the import of about 98,tXX) spindles. 

(d) As regards cotton cloth Yes Sir As regards woolleu cloth. No, Sir. 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Will the Honourable the Supply Minister givp informa- 
tion to this House as to the probable quantity of cotton cloth which is coming 
to this country from Japan in interchange for cotton supplied to Japan 

The Honourable Sri 0. Raiagopalachari: I do not think figures can be 
ready now, Sir, but m course of tune if 1 am reminded I shall ' try to get 
them 

Prof. N. O. Ranga: May 1 know if no effort is being made, to get cotton 
yarn instead of cotton cloth from Japan in exchange for o\lr cotton in view 
of the fact that our hand'oom weavei-s want yarn and not cotton in this 
country V 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari : There, is no question of exchange 
for the cotton, Sir, but I may, ]ust mention tp fhe Hpnourable Member that 
a certain quantity of yarn has been offered by the American authorities from 
Japan at a very high price 

Mr, Vadllal Lallubhai; Is, it a facjb that '300 million yds. of yarn are 
coming from Japan ^ 

The Honourable Sri 0 . Rajagopalachari: Nofioe, Sir 

I iRtPtrBE Supply op Milk . 

1099. *Mp. Ahmed R. H. Jafldri (t^ Wilt the: Secretary of the Department of 
Agriculture be pleased to place on the table of the House a full report of the 
investigation conducted by Mr. Pepperall, the Chief Regional Officer of the 
British Milk ^larketing BonnJ who conducted an cnqnirv last year into India’s 
Dairy Industry?' ■ ■ , : ! 

(b) Are Government aware that Mr Pepperall declared in his Report that 

“London’s sewage was three times as safe to drink as, milk supplied by dealers 
in Bombay, Calcutta and other .cities, in Ipdia’’? « 

(c) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of introducing legisla- 
tion on the question of Milk Supplies to the people and recommend similar legis- 
lation in the Provinces? 

(d) Do Government propose to consider the desirability of, establishing similar 
institutions for the supply of pure milk as those obtaining in the cities m the west 
for safeguarding the health of the people? 

(e) Are Government aware that over 90 per teent. of the illness of expectant 
mothers and children in India are due to impure supplies of milk? 

Sir Fheioze Eharegat: (a) A copy of the report is in the library of the 
House. 

(b) There is no such declaration in his report. But a statement to iihis 
effect was made by him orally, which was dealt with in my reply to part (o) 
of question. No. 146, asked by Mr. Manu Subedar, on the 11th February, 
1946 

No specific legislation has been recommended by Mr. Pepperall. Legis- 
lation for the prevention of adulteraBon already exists in all Provinces. 
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(d) It has been suggested to provinces that they should take suitable steps 
for the prevention oi adulteration on the one hand and for increasing the 
milk supply on the other Help is given to Provinces for the establishment 
of duirieb and for improving the milk supply 

(e) Government have no specitic mtormation as to the extent of illness 
among expectant mothers aiid chiLlren in India on account of impure milk 
but they are aware of the tact that there is a eousideiable amount of under 
nutrition due to lack of u<lequate protective foods lucludmg milk 

Seth Oovind Das; Are the Government aware that the deficiency in the 
supply of milk is also due to the indiscriminate slaughter of cows and 
buffaloes and does the Honoui.ible Member know that though the age limit 
has been fixed for the slaughter, yet those mstructious aie not followed in 
the provinces? 

Sir Pheroze Ehaiegat: Definite restmtions have been laid down in most 
■of the iirovinces The enfovuement of those restrictions rests with the Pro- 
vincial Governments. 

Shri Mohan Lai Sakaena: What is being done in the Centrally administered 
areas in respect of the prevention of the slaughter of cattle’ 

Sir Pheroze Khategat; 1 n?lie\e the same restrictions which are applicable 
in other pro\inces apply to Ajiiier-Merwara .and 1 think they are also applic- 
able m t'oorg 1 .nil not sure whether there are any restrictions m Delhi, 
hfeause Delhi follows what the Punjab usually do 

Sn V. 0. Vellingiri Ckiunder: Wliat does dairy industiv mean’ Does it 
mean that skimmed milk powder fiom foreign countries is converted into milk 
h\ industrial process’ 

Sir Pheroze Kbaregat: No, Sir Dairy industry really refers to the main- 
tenance of dairy farms at which milk is produced in the country and then 
made available if necessary after pasteurisation to those who need it 
PmoEtTY OP- Supply of Pcjmp.s, Motors and Agricultural Implbmrnts to 
P. S. G Oharitablf^ and Industrial In^stitute, Coimbatore, Madras 

1100. ‘Sri B. Venkatasubba Beddiar: Will the Secretary of the Department 
of Agriculture be pleased to state 

(a) if Government are aware that one P S G Charitable and Industrial Insti- 
tute, Coimbatore, Madras Presidency, who were producing pumps, motors and 
agricultural dmplements has given notice of closing their business from 1st Feb- 
iii!ir\, 1047 for w.tiit of coal and tuj.' iron, 


• (b) if Government have considered the question of giving them priority for 

supply of those two materials as part of the "Grow More Food Campaign”, and 
(c) if Government propose to consider the desirability of instructing other 
engineering concerns in Biitish India to give preference to the production of 
pumps, motors and other agrrculturnl implements for some years? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegatt (a) Yes 

(b) A statement showing the quantities of pig iron, and steel of various 
categories supplied and allocated to the firm is placed on tte table A monthly 
quota of one wagon of Hard Coke and one wagon of Steam Coal has been 
sanctioned for the firm by the Provincial Coal Controller, Madras. In a letter 
dated 7th December 1946, to the Government of India, the firm explained 
their difficulty with regard to restricted supplies of coal The Provincial Coal' 
Controller, Madras, was asked to give the firm all possible assistance consider- 
ing the irhportant nature of the work done by them 


The , difficulties on account of restricted supplies have not been peculiar to 
this firm alone. In fact all industries in South InAa have equally suffered 
by the ^hort supplies of Coal and pig iron resulting from the acute wimoti 
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sliortage in the Bengal and Bihar coal heidb coupled with the poor shipping 
despatches owing to strikes at the Calcutta Docks as also due to booking res 
trictions to South India owing to floods 

(c) Government are encouraging hrms to make all possible efforts to 
augrrent the ex sting cipautv and establish additional capacity for pumps 
motors I 1 1 agricultural implements 


Statoment 
Pxg Iron 


In lent Numb“r 


Quantity 
demand^ 1 
(Wagonload^) 


(111) Vo 201 lated 17tV June 1946 on 
In iivn Iron tc, Steel Co Ltd 
Bombay 

jv) I«o 2f4 dated 28ti Aug let 1946 
on Indi n Iron * Steel Co Ltd 
Bombat 


Quantity suppbed to the firm 


6 wagons despatehed oi 
' 1947 

1 wagon dospatol ed o 
1947 

6 wagons dospatcbeil on 
1947 

3 wagons dewp tel ed or 
1947 

1 wagon despatol ed on 
1947 

I 1 wagon lespatcl ed c 


ilth January 
24tn January 

1 ' Otlt February 
1 1 2th February 
I 1 3th ebruary 
I4th February 


3 wagons despatched on between 23rd 
J n ary 1947 to 4th February 
1947 

I 3 wagons despatcl cd on 26tl Feb 
ru ry 1947 (out of the balance 
9 wagons 4 wagans were to be 
despatched in early March) 


Steel 

In addit on to the pig Iron mentioned above the following quantities of steel in various 
categories have been allocated to the firm for periods I and II of 1947 


For manufacture of 

Period 1/47 

Period 11/47 


(Tons) 

(Tons) 

(i) Sugar Mill Machinery 

13 8 

8 0 

(u) Textile Maohmery 

26 06 

16 0 

(ill) Power driven Pumps 

4 1 

4 0 

(iv) Bice Dal, Flour Mill Maohmery 

6 626 

8 0 

( v) Agricultural Implements 

27 1 

22 0 

(vi) Blootno Motors 

26 76 

16 8 

Total 

104 326 

74 8 
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Sri B. VenkatMUbba Beddiar: May I know whether the Institute referred 
to in part (a) of the question has closed its business from let February 1947 
for want of coal and pig ynn? 

Sir Aeroze Sharegat: I have no information on that point 

Sri V, O. VelUnglri Gounder: In view of the difficulty of wagon transport 
in the Southern part of the Madras Presidency, will not the Government 
consider a certain amount of priority being given to transport this iron in ,the 
province? 

Sir Bherozd Kharegat: Priority is being given 'to such transport I think 
the House will remember that a Bill was introduced and has been passed 
recently in order to ensure this priority contmuiilg in the future also 
Rationed Foodstuffs in New Delhi 

liOl. '"Shri Sri Prakasa; Will the Secretary of the Food Department be 
pleased to state 

(a) the names of vanous food-stuffs which are rationed m New Delhi, i 

(b) the amount of ration permitted to each individual; 

(c) if there is any rationing in meat; and 

(d) if rationed grain is jierimtted to meat-eaters in the same qimiitity as to 
vegetarians? 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi: (a) Rice, wheat, wheat products, maize, barley, gram 
and sugar, also gram dal and Iteiian. 

(b) The daily cereal group ration for an adult is six chhataka and that foT 
a child is three ohhataks PeisoiiN classified as lieavy manual workers get 
an extra' two elihataks, dailyj, in addition two chli.itaks of gram dal and/or 
besan are given weekly to an adult and half , of it to a child The size of the 
sugar ration is four chhataKs per heiul (whether adult or child) weekly 

(c) No, Sir 

(d) Yes, Sir 

, Shpi Sr| Prakasa: Could the Honourable Meiiibei tell us whethei servants 
in firivate houses are classed under ' mantuil labourers entitled to an extra 
amount or nof' ,, 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi; Domestic servants are not classed ' as manual labourers. 

Shri Sri Prakasa: In view of the fact that servants require a larger quan- 
tfty of food than their masters, could the Honourabljs Member consider the 
desirability of classing them, under manual labourers and giving them an 
extra amount? Otherise what happens is that they eat up all our food and 
we have very little left for ourselves. 

Mr. E. L. Panjabi: The classification of manual labourers is restricted to 
those doing heavy work, I am afraid domestic servants are not eligible for 
this classification. 

Mr. N. M. JOfltai: May I ask if lump sugar which is consumed by the rich 
people is not rationed? And if it is not rationed, has the Government of 
India any other object except to benefit the wealthier classes? . 

Mr. K. I>. Panjabi: It is true that lump or cube'sugar is not rationed. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Why is it so? , 

'Mx. -In Panjabis The production is under six hundred tona only. 

Ll(la'<DegbbAniiibtt' Gnjfta:: Is it « ffeet'-that for'people in the rural areas only 
one cKhatak' of ‘ Sugar is allowed?* ' *■ ■ ■ 

'm-K. 'l. In the "rural areas the ‘ ‘sugar ration is/ dstiallv sriraRer 

than in urban areas. They have their g'ur available.' ’ 
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Lala DBshbandhu Gupta Have Gtoveiiiinent received any representation, 
from the lural are is that the sugai lution should be mcreasedi’ 

Mr K L Panjabi 1 must lequire notice of that 

Mr N M Joshi May I ask whether it is the intention of Grovernment to 
ratiJii Jump sugai also 

Mr K L Paitjabi \o bir 

Shri Sri Prakasa With lefeieuce to the Honourable Member s reply to part 
(c) of tlie question m iv 1 ask if in view of the fact that meat is not a vege 
table but is tiken in lieu of rice ind wheat the Honourable Member will 
considei th des-n ibilit\ “ither of lationing meat or of giving an extra amount 
of wheit and uce to vi^etniins 

Mr K Ii Panjabi 1 but iheady replied to the latter part of the Honour 
able Members question I sud that we einnot increase the ration for vege 
taiians As regards tbt su^„tstioii tint meat should be rationed 1 am afraid 
it 13 not pncticnble 

Sree]ut Rohini Kumar Chaudhuri In view of the fact that the ration of 
rice whith is „iven to jeisjis toning trim Htngal md Assam is quite made 
quate n i\ 1 I now if i te is uaiUble m the blick m irket here? 

Mr President Ihe question is restneted to New Delhi only 
Shn Srj Prakasi^ (. O ild the Honourable Member explain to us as to why 
it IS not prittitihle to rilion me it Is it not a fatt that it is eawiei^to dOunt 
annuals tint ue gon „ to be sliUnhtertd foi food than the amount of whaafc 
and iite that t m I e sold 

Mr K L Panjabi It will tike too long to explain the difficulties of 
ratiotutip, 1 t it but niav I point out that vegetables are also not rationed 
Shri Sri Prakasa \Vh\ should we \egetatiaris siiffei troiu the diffioultiea 
of (loveinmci t 

Mr President 1 he Honour ible Member is now entering into argument 
Shn Sn Prakasa \ou Sii should have sjmpathy with me 
Seth Gov<md Das Ts it not a fact that meat is rationed in the United 
Kingdom ind in so mmv other countries’ 

J£r K L Panjabi Meat is rationed m the United Kingdom 
Seth Govlnd Das Then why can it not be rationed here 9 
Mr President Order oidei it is ob\ions Next question 
LiFtiNo OF toxTUor ox Ctoth 

1102 *Shri Sri Prakasa Will the H mourable Member for Industries and 
Supplies bt ploaseihto state ^ 

(a) how long control on cloth is likelv to last 

(b) if GovLimnent have received rejiresentations that control on cloth should 
be lifted 

(c) it Government have leccued reports that the Indian nulls can actually 

produce more cloth tiut ane__uiiablt to do so because of various legal restrictions 
and ^ 

(d) if <Tovemrneiit propose to examine the situation and enable the mills to 

produce more cloth^ ” x ir 7 t* 

The Honouratte Srt 0 Balagt^achari: (a) and (b) Government have 
received representations mostly from dealers that) oontBoI should hh Hftedi. As 
spoil as there are indications of public cwifidenoe that the t^ida wijl play the 
game and that they will get the cloth they require m all ai^s at reasonable 
prices mspite of the gap between demand and production, tlie oonfaror ov« 
distribution will be discontinued 
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' (c) The question is not clear but if the reference is to restrictions by way 
of regional distribution on prescribed quotas it cannot affect production If 
the reference is to statutory restrictions on hours of work, the matter has been 
dealt with inore than once in the House 

(d) Yes Sir. , , ^ 

Shrl Sri Prakasa: With, reference to the Honourable Member’s reply to 
part (c) of vhe question, has he examined the statement made by Mr. Vadilal 
in the House the other day that mills have actually pulled up if they 
tried to produce more cloth? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ra|agopaiachari: No, Sir If any mills produce 
more cloth, ^propose to give them rewards 

Xiala Deshbandhu Oupta: Is the Honourable Member aware of the ‘ fact 
that some of the Indian States are receiving much more rationed cloth than 
the British area and regular trade is going on in those States'' People can 
get at least three times more than whet they can get in Delhi or other places 
ip British India? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Haiagopalachairi: t' should like 'specihc mforniation 
04 which I can make inquiries. I cannot assume that all this is going on in 
the Indian States. 

' Shrl Stl Prakasa: -With reference to the Honourable Member's reply to 
^arts (a) and ’(b) of the questicMi, could he explain to us the phenomenon that 
ahybddy who wants cloth can get it 14 any quantity he likes from under- 
ground ? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Ra]agopalachari : If that were so, there would be 
no complaint at all I cannot accept that fact, naniely, that anybody can 
^et any amount,- of cloth by digging the earth. 

1nstrvc'cio>-s to Post Okfkks te Un'cl<^imed Interest die to Muslim 
depositors 

I 1103. ‘Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: Will the Secretary of the Communication 
Department be pleased to .state 

(a) whether (lovernment have i.ssued instructions to all the Post Offices in 
India to keep accounts of amounts m respect of unclaimed interest d’ue to the 
Muslims who refuse to accept interest on religious grounds, and 

(b) the amount of interest so far accrued iu all the post offices throughout 
India during the year 1946’ 

Mr. Maaanat Huaain Zuberi: (a) Yes,. Sir. Instructions have been, issued 
to Audit Officei-s to make arrangements for keeping separate accounts of 
interest foregone by Muslim depofeitors on the^r Savings Bank accounts begin- 
ning from the year 1946-47. ' 

' ‘ (h) Interest bn Savings Bank accbunts is calculated at the end of eaCh 
■financial year.- The figure for 1046-47 are ntit yet available. ' 

Shrl Sii Prakasa: Are persons who deposit their money in po^t offibes asked 
whether they would take any interest or not’ .. , 

MManat HusAtu 'Zubert': TlMy' *lWvte<<io intimdte themselves. \ •{ 

A .-.1 HeoL H.- -Cl. - Kangs: l^jll any effo^ be,,ixuif}e to offer su^ pei^le for an 
exemplary behaviour some, rewards? ^ 

"’"‘‘Ifc/ Prtaidat: Order, ' order: next' question, 
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Separate Panels for Groups Df InUustribs. . ■ > i ■ 

11104. *&ri A. K. Menon: (u) Will the Honourable -Member for 
Industries and Supplies be pleased to state whether there is a proposal to 
form separate panels lor different groups of Industries under the gpidane^) of 
the Director General of Industries and Supplies? If so, are soap and glycerine 
among such industries? 

(b) In case such panels are tormed, do Goicruiuent propose to include 
therein representatives ol Industrialists with technical knowleuge’^ 

(c) Is there a proposal to enlorce a cut in the supply of caustic soda to soap 
manutacturers? If so, do (jo\fciiiiiient propose to take steps to set that small 
manulacturers aie not arfected b\ such juts? 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari: (a) 37 working comimttees have 
already been set up to maiiitaui close liaison between the Director General 
and iiiiportunt Industries in the couiitr} One of the^ Corrimittees deals with 
the Soaps and GJjcenne Industry 

(b) These Committees consist of technical experts and representatives 
of prmcipal manufacturers selected with due regard to past perfoniiance, and 
potential capacity 

(c) Due to a recent fall in import it has become necessary to effect a cut 
on alli industries consuming caustic soda, viz , Textiles, Paper, Vanaspnti, 
Metal, Chemicals, etc The requirements of caustic soda are at present far in 
excess of what is available by way of imports and local production A cut 
has also been imposed on soup-manufacturing units both big and small The 
most efficient utilisation of such quantities of caustic soda as are available 
has to be kept in mind 

Distribution of Ceylon Coconut Oil to Soap Manufacturers thkougl 
Messrs Tata and Company 

11106. *Sri A. K. Menon: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
liuliistiies and Supplies be pleased to state whether it is <i tact that the distri- 
Dution of Ceylon coconut oil to soap manulacturers is effected through Messrs 
Tata and (’ompany- 

(b) Have Governirunl ontsined the opinion of the huhuii Conti’al Coconut 
Committee ini the miitfert’ If so, d< (.ioveininent propose to jiIuLe ii copy 'bf it 
on the table of the House'' 

(c) What IS the final decision armed at by Government on tins subject 
in the light of the above opinion’ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Eajagopalacharl : Messrs Ganesh Khopra Mills, » 
Karachi, act as (loveniment’s agents for the distribution of Ceylon copra and 
coconut oil to the Punjab, Sind, N -W F P and Baluchistan, and Messrs. 
Tata (111 Mills as regards Madias, Bombay and Bengal 

(Tovernineiit have considered a res^ution passed by the Indian Central 
Coconut Committee on the subject at its fourth meeting held in October last. 

The Committee was constituted under the Indian Coconut Committee Act of 
1944 for the improvement and development of coconuts in India and not for 
the regulation of the distribution of coconuts or coconut products imported 
from abroad. Coconut oil is in very short supply, and is likely to continue 
so, inasmuch as there is no likelihood of mdigenoug production plus imports 
coming upto the country’s essential needs for some years. A small quantity 
of Cevlon copta and coconut oil is being imported oh doVeftimerit account 
under a purchase made from H M G Similar allocsItionS may possibly ‘he 
made by the USA The Central Government is directly responsible for such / 
transactions and for the distribution of any commodities so acquired. On all 
grounds it IS not practicable to entrust the distribution of imported' copra' and 
coconut oil to the Indian Central Coconut Committee. 

+ Answer to this question laid on the table, the; questioner' being absent. ~ 
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Restriction on Wagon Faculties fob Transfort oe Bbt¥J.-L.bavks, 'JCiBui 
IN Madras ' ^ 

flioe. *Sri A. K. Menon: Will the Honourable Member for Railways be 
pleased to state. 

(a) whether it is a fact that representations have been received from betel- 
growers of Malabar to the effect that consequent on the wagon facilities for 
tjrapsport of betel-leaves from Tirur and other places having been restricted 
recently they have to suffer great lossc-, and 

(b) if so, whether (lo\ernment propose to afford better facilities for them 
in the 'matter'? 

The Honourable Dr. jQhn Hatthai: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) The Railway Administration reports that arrangements are in hand to 
provided suitable stock with the assistance of the M <t H M and G I. P. Rail-! 
ways for the transport of betel-leaves traffic since the number of Parcel Vane 
•which can be spared on the South Indian Railway for this traffic- is limited 


^®‘*^'sioN OF Additiona-L SeconD and Inter Class Accoscmodation on through 
Trains on M. and S. M., G I. P and N, W. Rah. wavs , 

Railways R. Venkatasubba Beddlar: Will the Honourable Member for 

\ StutG 

r^^l ss'compih'oniinent .ire aware that tor the past 12 months, most of the 
t'^ except foi^ents in triuns on the mam railway lines iii India are lunning 
travel owing to the popularity of air 

(W\ Oovi 

' er-crowde(l and'ent nr<* awnn* the second class comparbnients 

are ov ■ emp railway officials refuse to accommodate surplus 2nd 

? Whether- Governmeit class compartments. 

class berths and foXpose to take steps foi nicreasii.g the number of 
seconc ^ the Madras, ,g more iiiteriiiedi ite class bogie 'on all 

tnroi^ Western Railways, Southern Muihatta. Gre.it huhan Pemnsnla 

idi'^whether Govemnient prop 

' nil the principal trains oi gteps to attach one full inter class 

bogie to j^iarhatta Railway at sjoiith Indian R.nlwav and the Madraa 

and pj. John MatthtSrom the 1st April, if not, why not^> 

n.Whe Railwavs show that Sir On the contrary enquiries 

rbemg fully utilized ou J 

Hallways second class co^dways 

ExiSssi' and .75 Up and '"rSeSly 3*^ Down Delhi-Lahore 

„T,i Anibala on the N. W Han J ^ tsses between Lahore 

i rs'T •' „„-r'rw“ 

“ith t'he maximum permissible J 

, (d) From 8 M. Railway Adimmstrat, 

on .trams the S ^ bogie carriage on all Wk and room 

tion to provide a fgl ‘ ‘ that the issue of instructmt m » pogi- 

Government, cons^eT^^h^ t^ be 'feasible. ^ tmins. 

i»id on the t»b , 
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Prol. N. O. Ranga: When will Goveminent implement their recent decision, 
to abolish, the hrst oiusa*' 

The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai: That question has got to be huall; 
decided lu consultation with the Standing i’lnaiice Committee for Hallways 
as regards the linaucial iniphcatiuiis of the proposal 

Sri V. C. VeUingiii Oounder: There are tliree trains running between 
Madras and the West Coast and in spite of that only seating accommodation 
is provided at night in the Blue Mountain Express Will the Railway Depart- 
ment provide sleeping accominodation also in the Blue Mountain Express’.* 
The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: Tt \vill be possible to provide that, if 
we are able to get more cotiching staff 

Shri Sri Prakasa: In view ot the fact that eqiuil iiuiiibei's ot first and second 
class coinparbinents .ire provided m trains and m view further ot the fact 
that more second class p.issengers travel than first class passengers, will the 
Honourable Member take steps to provide more second class coihpartmeuts 
than first class ones ‘ 


The Honourable Dr. John Matthai: It is not possible to reduce first Ob'** 
accommodation at jiresent, because, as 1 told the House, the present ae^j^’ 
modation is utiliseil fully, so that the onl\ way to meet the situatio)--® v 


increasing second cl.iss coaches That, .igaiii, raises the question of ‘^^ad- 
abihty of coaches 

Prof. K, O. Ranga: in the meanwhile, (loveriniient shon’ fuTfher 
construction of new first class coaches pending their decisiV 
Th« Honourable Dr. John Matthai: Yes, that is so 
creasing the miinber of couches coi responding to the pre/ * 

got to be considered in the light of that decision 

Shri Sri I»rakaM: M.iv I know wh.it exactly i.s t’and 
idea about the ‘fulliiesH ot a first class compart/ of 

the other classes'^ 


/ notice of tliiv 
Th* Honourable Dr. John Matthai; Since ne country and th 
we sent an enquiry to the principal railwacs'^^st class nceoriiraod^f *'*^^°*'?*? 
that I have received have conmneed me, t* nieatis just fullv *^**“®^^ ** 

being utilised tally, and when 1 say ’ fulHoiionrabJe M K ’ 

: VVill^tion bv . 

ofie of the 


answer that he gave to part (a) of th' 
trains himself’’ dave done so 

The Honourable Dr. John Matt^ 

^jtiTATESjyClVU^ AvuWoN 
CTOKUiNATi^wal: Will the «ecretn.v 
1108. ♦Pandit Sri Knshna / “to - , i 

tions Department be p1i^_ ostajjjish 


of the C'ommu 


(a) whether (loveinni(^j.j.''^*‘^j‘^|!®^°^ o'vi] aviation 


snltative and advisory fj 
nation between the 


> ensure co-ordi- 

conneetiou with fh 

Civil Aviation Aviation Trahiino. n' ^ 

(b) It „ ^runtiMl IV, nT?'’™ 

the first/ ' ® and„are now 
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engaged on giving training to subordinate technical personnel urgently required 
for the Civil Aviation Directorate It is hoped to start the Hying Training 
and Aircraft Fngineer and Mechanics fechqpls later in 1947 

Piol N G Ranga Will this Board consist of only technical mCn or also 
non technical people sit on this Boird*’ 

Mt Blaaarrat Hasain Znberi Both because it will be conqerned both with 
technical matters and gcneial policy mutters 

T.alfl Deshbandhu Oupta Where is the training centre located’ 

Mr Maflairat Husain Zuben We have stirtcd it temporarily in Saharanpur 
Prof H O Banga Will the tTovernment consider the advisability of seeing 
tl^at the useis is well is this House will be properly represented on that 
Board ’ 

Mr Masarrat Husain Zuben The iiuestion ot constitution of the Board 
was discussed at the (ml \viation ronfcreiice convened last month by the 
Honoural le Member for t omiminications and the various proposals put forward 
are undei consideration 


(b) Written Answers 

C0NSTRXTCT10^ OF RtABII ISED EaRTH RoADS 

1109 *Pandit Sn Krishna Dutt Pallwal Will the Honourable Member 
for Transport be pleased to state 

(a) whitlier stibilisel caith ro Is Im Icii cjiistiuctc 1 so far anvwheie in 
the country and 

(b) the ipi roxmiatf co t if siul i i Is | r i ile and the peiiod Of their 
life? 

The Honourable Dr. John Hatthai (a) 25 miles of stabilised earth roads weia 
constructed in the Punjab in 1944 45 and anothei 32 miles are being constructed 
The Punjih (lovcrnmeiit ha\e j logramnied foi the construction of a further 112 
miles ^eiv little construction of this tyjf of road has so far been done else 
where in India • 

(b) Ihe average cost of the experimental work was about Rs ft 300 jei mile 
in the first stretch of 25 miles and Rs 8 800 pti mile in the second 

As the work is still experiment il the seiviceable hfe of tlqs type of construe 
tion m India is not known Lnder light ti iffic and the particular climatic condi 
tions obtaining the roids constructed in the Punjab in 1944 45 have so tar 
stood fauly well 

Muslims in thr Sfctiox Fstabiishmfxt or Dirrctor (general Imjcstriks anif 
' StmiES 

1110 *Mr Ahmed Z H JaAer W ifl the Ilouourobk Membeii for 
Industries and bupphes please state 

(a) whether it is a fact that the h stablishmciit of the Directorate General 
of liidustr ml bui pht is snht up mtf k\eu Sections i iz \F t lo \t 7 
Central Administration C^PM DtrMP and Calcutta C.ells 

(b) whethet it is a fact that out of *he eight bupe nntendents fot theso 
eleven sections there is no Muslim, if so tin reasons therefor 

(tl whether it is a f ut tint there is no AI ishm in the DOMP Cell it so the 
reasons therefor and 

^ (4) whether it is a fact that^in the Caicutta and CCPM Cells there are only 
apd i Alushms respectiv^Jv i the lowest giade if so win no ’Muslim has 
en ^ostpd m higher grades m these cells? 
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The Hooou^le Sri 0. Balsgopalacluri: (a) There are 18 Administratipn 

Sections and Cells in all. , ^ 

(b) Twelve of these sections are in the charge of Superintendents, of whom 
three are Muslims 

(c) and (d) There is no Muslim at present in the D G. M P. Cell It is 
not possible to provide for Communal representation m each section and cell. 
No significance attaches to the number of persons of a particular community 
in particular section. 

Reservation > of Hes.sun from Bengal for Implementing the Indo- Argentine 
Agreement 

1111. ‘Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jafler: (a) Will , the lloncuituble , Member for 
Industries and Supplies please state what price (loverninent are prepared to 
p<i\ foi lies'-!, til lioni Bengal to he teser\e;l toi nnpleiiienting ihe In io- 
Argentme agreement? 

;b) Hme (io\enmient ret elied am lepre'-eiita.i u ' fioin Beiig.il ( i)Uiin>‘ic al 
.bodies protesting against the rates quoted by (Tovcniineiit as being far lower 
tliaii prt valent prices’ 

The Honourable Sri 0. Rajagopalachari : (a) and (b). This matter is now 
before the High Court m Calcutta As diMeuIties arose in obtaining possession 
of the Hessian from the parties in possession pending decision of the Court, the 
recent Ordinance was issued to enable the Government of India to meet its 
obligations under the Tndo-Argentine Agreement The Ordinance provides for 
payment in accordance with the Court’s decision The matter is xiih judice- 

Price of Coconut Oil and Copra 

1112. "'Sri A. K. Menon: (a) Will the Honourable Member for InJustnes 
and Supplies be pleuseil to st.ite wlu.-tiei (in\eiiiniHiit .ire iiw.ue o" the gieat 
discontent that prevails among the growers of coconuts and producers of coco- 
nut oil .mil (opi.i nil ,i((()unt of the in,ide<ni,K'\ of the pines fi\ed fot these 
cotninoditics by ( Joverninent ? If so, do Goveiinnent propose to conduct an 
investig.ation and see that the growers and the producers get proper prices? 

(b) Are Orovemineiit aware that owing to defective control, couKutners- are 
unable to obtain coconuts and their products in markets as freely as before the 
control was introduced? 

(c) In view of the fact that other oils are de-controlled, do Goveruinont pro- 

pose to consider the advisability of removing controls over copra and coconut 
oil also’ -> 

The Honourable Sri 0. Bajagopalachari : (a) Government have received re- 
presentations from (‘ertain quarters on the subject, but on examination it is 
found that the growers and producers have no legitimate grievance in the matter 
of prices of copra and coconut oil fixed by Government The trouble seems to 
be traceable to weakness of control over smuggling through Travancore. The 
question of fixing the prices of coconuts has been left to the Governments of 
Provinces and States concerned It is understood that the Madras Govera- 
ment have fixed Rs. 125 per thousand nuts as compared with an average pnes 
of Rs 27/10/- per thousand nuts during the ten vears ending 1942-4.3. The 
control price of copra now works out to 700, that is to say. roughly double the 
index number for rice and wheat Prices of coconut oil at Cochin in April 1938 
and 1939 were Rs 61 and B.s, 58/8 per candv. The controlled price now » 
Be. 310 per candy. As the prices m all bases are far in excess of the pre-war 
prices, no special investigation is considered necessary. ^ 

(b) Government have been told by a deputation from Cochin that this is so, 

(c) Copra and coconut oil are iri a special category bo’th because these are 
largely used for industrial purposes unlike other edible oils and also bec^se 
coconut oil is the only oil at present imported into India The present dontWlB 



srAKMKO qUBSTIONS ANI» ANSWERS 228T 

of coconut oil and copra carry with them a guarantee of minimum prices, which 
growers appreciated until other oils were decontrolled and prospects arose of 
securing further and unlimited higher prices than at present. The Government 
have invited the views of the Governments of Madras, Travaneore, Cochin and 
Mysore as to how the existing coconut oiLand copra controls are working in their 
respective areas and what effect the recent decontrol of other oils is having on 
coconut oil. The question of decontrolling these commodities will be considered- 
in the light of their views. 

Recommendations of the Milk Mahketinq Adviser 

1113. ''^Pundit Thakur l>as Bhargava: With reference to the reply to my 
starred question No. 222 asked on 12th February 19+7, regarding the recom- 
mendations contained m the report of Mr. Pepperall, Milk Marketing Adviser 
to the Government of India, will the Secretary of the Department of Agricul- 
ture kindly state 

(a) how far the scheme of salvage of dry cattle mentioned by him has pro- 
gressed : 

(b) since when such a scheme is pending; 

(c) whether any action has been taken under the said scheme, 

(d) if so, how many cattle have been salvaged under the said scheme, 

(e) if the scheme has not yet emerged from the chrysalis state, how long it 
Will take to give it a concrete shape ; 

ff) what the contemplated cost of the scheme is; 

(gl whether any lands have been acquired under the said scheme, if so, how 
much and where, and 

(h) vihether Government propose t-o lav on the table of the House a state- 
ment givins the complete outline of the scheme’ 

Sir Pberoze Ebaregiat: (a), (b) and (o). The scheme has been in operation in 
Bombay since August 1044, m Madras since November, 1944 It is expected 
that it will be brought into operation in Calcutta in April 1947. 

(d) Bombay 33,000 a year, Madras 800 a year Ca'cutta propose to salvage 
600 a year 

(e) Does not arise 

if) The actual expenditure in 1945-46 was Bs. 8 lakhs in Bombay and 
Es 31,800 m Madras It is proposed to spend Es 14 lakhs in five years at 
Calcutta. 


(g) A statement is placed on the table. 

(h) An outline of the Bombay scheme is placed on the table. Other schemes- 
are along similar Imes. 1 


Bombay 

Tho Bombay Government had estavJished Farms at — - 

(1) Palghar for 300 cattle. 

(2) Jamner in East Khandesh for l,0W^.,attle. 

(5) Kalel in the Panch -Mahals District !oi 1.000 cattle (was likely to Be closed). 

(4) Kedgaon in Sholapur District for SOOf buffaloes (-yjag to be established m 1946-47). 

(5) Pimpalgaon in Nasik District for 700 buffaloes (wrso to be established in 1946-47). 
The Bombay Humanitarian League who are ex«cuting a part of this scheme have established 

salvage centres at Mehsana, Sidhpur and Patna Baroda territory, at Chhapi in Falanpur 
State, at Kanjri in Kaira District, Viramgam it Ahmedabad District and at Bagalkot in 
Bijapur District 

Madras : \ ’ 

Madras Government have selected Kan^a No. 40 of the Kamhakkam Reserve Forest, 
Ponneri Taluk Chingleput District. The Kincha it about 1,700 acres in area. * 

Colcuttd i , \ 

The Bengal Government propose to acqaire>L0(X) ^has land from a Zamindar at Mouza 
Ofauadanga in District Nadia. \ 
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OIFKJ!. OF XHt MI1>K COMMISSIOAEK 


OOVEKNMKM OF BOAIBAY 


silvajt, of iiiiUh lultle from 


aubuibs 


I obtdinocl 


( /j, ( i iti liiHLiU of Honibay njaijiuy 

JJouibay OUi) and Suburbs 

u/tttk mUch laiUe ore milk supply ol Bombay Lit mid 

iiaiiilv tiom iboul 19,000 buflalocs kept in the t ity and about 32 000 
x,.e numbei ol low** in the t ity and =uouils is only 850 and 1 950 respec 
. liiKh tost ol iiaiiiUinint cattle stable lent wages etc only good quality 
cattle aie lequirel tor the purpose ol pioductim of milk and they aie imported 

mimlv horn the Punpb tnc Puiij u Stiles Delhi li.vincc I niled 1 loviii es Kathiaivar 

arid Gujaiat 

2 The conditions iii which these animals aie kiit aie howeiei lat li in satistaLloi and 

esieially in the aubuibg ^in seveial cases) appalling Ihis is inevitable so long as the 

svBleni ol keeping mil h cattle iii i onges,ted citv hie Bombay pievails Most of the 
stal les aie so constiiiclel iiid the lacililies lue so pool that it is ilniost impossible to keep 
them clean even if the occupieis wished to do so Hardly any space exists loi exercise 
an 1 the cattle have to spend then entiu period of lactation in the liiipled spate wheie they 
are tetheied The animals luxe to be still led an 1 tie leniency is to overteed them sc as lo 
get as much milk out of them as possible How far overfeeding helps the object is not 
defnitily knewn >\ce)tiii}. In 2 oi 3 months of the ii onsoon iic ,ieen 'ss is tel lo the 

attle heeding ot silt m the lation is done I only a few All the e unnatural condi 
tions ullimalel tell iq on the ulililv it tie inimals in the «ulsequciil lactitlons 

3 Moie than half of the ml h cattle in the citv and subiiibs are owned bv peisoiis whose 
rcBouices are very slen lei ml who aie uneducated I iige tittle owiieis aie veiv few 
This is anothei leason whv the caie of the lattle oi the production of milk is not ! i«i 1 on 
an\ scientific oi long lange onsiderations Although exact information is not available it 
18 not unlikely that the cattle are also subjected to the malptactices c / Phukx etc 
to extract the last diop of milk out of them The iiiajoiity of the lallle owneis iiie in 
different towards calves and puiposely allow them to lie ot starvation so that thev may 
be able to aell all the milk given bv tme buffaloe It la aigmhtant, however, that they look 
after the calves of cows and rear theih ptopbrly this is peihlgw due to the veiy small 
nhitibek' o! such calves (concerned) 

4 Upto about 2 years agd, the majority of the owners used to sell their div buffaloes to 
butihers and replenish then stock every ninth or tenth month with fresh bufldloes as thia 
method was said to be cheaper Sending them out to suitable places for refieshening and 
incurring expenditure on their maintenance during the dry period was done only by a few 
who had grazing lands near Bombay 

5 Due to restrictions on the export of buffaloes from other PTi(vinces and States however 

the replacement of dry buffaloes bv fiesh ones has leconie voy difficult The Punjab 
I including the Punjab States) which used to provide oxer 2 50^ buffaloes per month and 
which represented 25 per cent of the total imports now alldws only 1 000 animals per 
month Baroda Slate has altogethei banned the export of flesh buffaloes The U P 
Oovernment has fixed a quota of only 300 milch cattle per month foi export to this Province 
Ahmclabad and Kaira Districts altogether allow 650 cattle ptr month for Bombiy and 
Bombay Suburban District Thus the animals now available replace only about 35 per 
cent of the buffaloes going dry each month ^ 

6 Measures taken Qor ernment -—In the circumstances ev/iained above the only way 
to maintain the production of milk at a satisfaclorv level v to salvage as minx dry buffaloes 
as possible and this has been taken in hand on an extensive scale for the last 18 months 
Steps have also been taken to prohibit the ilaughte- et calves throughout ths Province which 
are likely to make useful draft and milch anunai and also of dows and bullocks which are 
still serviceable for bleeding purp-ises or », draught animals. The number of buffaloes 

o, “s: 

Imports of flesh milch cattle are regulate/ by th| ksue of imoort nurm f ^^*^*^**^ 

allowed from the various provinces*^ iZort “f®™* ‘h® <r“ota 

taking into consideration the number of Zn cattle gtCdA liJ^ier of™ 1 
them m the past and the number of satv/ged aHle returned ’ oSe „f cattle salvaged by 
grant of these import rermits is tliat the un^rted ani^U shSf not '^"'’'Doiis foi the 
when they go dry hut shaU be salvage/ T “"imais shall not he sold f„r slaughter 
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8 Gtiuial lietmU of sal aje uort —Salvage of diy animelg i» beuig done by efUbluhmg 
ealvdge tentiea depaitmentallj and through the aganoy ot the Bombay Humaiutanan League, 
with Government subsidy A Goveinment faim or centie has been opened at lalghar fot 
about 300 cattle and anothei farm tt Jamnet (East Khandesh District) is expected to 
be stalled lefoio Decenibn 1945 Ihe Uumanitaiian League has organised its tentres at 
Nai, Mehsana Sidhpui and Dalin in Baioda Stale t hhapi m Palanpm Slate, Kanjn in 
Xaira District, Viiamgaum m Ahmed iba 1 Dutiut and *t Bijapui and Aiibag (Kmaba 
Distiict) In addition the entie foi about 1 COO c ittle organised by i.he League at Kaiol 
in the Panch Mahals Distiul is bem„ intinue I uiiaer the au|.eiMhion of the staff appointed 
by Goieiniiient and a new <entie will be stuled at Kedgaon in the Sbolapur DisUict for 
about 500 cattle and also undei Goieinment supeivision 

9 Two listmct methods me a loptt 1 in leihng with suU ige ot cattle — 

(i) ]\ hen tahajul jti (juienmiint fannn — Suitable buffaloes in cahes are selected 
thiough ^le assistance ot in expeiiemed DaUl (Ilioker) who is (aid at the late ot Rs 5 
per buffalo as his fees The price is negotiated by the DaUl which woiks out at an 
aveiage of Rs 250 pel auiiiial Theieiftei the animals aie sent to the Vttennai College, 
Bombay tolr testing tliem for ccutagious aboilion and it thev are found to be fiee fiom it, 
they aie bianded on the boms aid ue taken o\oi and lailed to tovtiiniient faun at Pal^har 
54 miles fiom Bombay 

10 The maintenance expen Iitnie works out to about Rs 30 pei animals per month and 
iioinially ttiev have to be maintained toi about 5 months befoie thev calve again 

11 Iiumediatelv befoie oi attei aKmg the animals are brought buck to Bond v wheie 
they aie sold not necessaiily to the previous owneis tiuougb the same Dalai at an 
uxeiuge of Rs 450 etch \ppio\iii utel oSO acies ot gianing land is iltaihe I tr ilie turn 
.11 Palghai 

12 (ii) Wien m/ I /ej llini/l t! i Htmhij H tnian taiuii I eaj te — To i small extent 

the League also follows the il ove iiiithi 1 of i uichasiiig the intmals outright an I le selliiiL, them 
aflei they aie fiesheiied but gciieially sptaking it hikes aniin ds as boirdeis foi salvaging 
them It has its mi staff f i ««Ucting Ihe auuiiais and gfte they have Lein teste 1 at the 
Veteitnaiv ( ollege lliev ate despat hcl to the vinous tenties whiie the League bas arianged 
with suitable pin itc (aitics who wn laud lo ketj the animals Sometune they ate tUs 

tiihuted (one oi two animals each) to a number of culti ators 

13 When the animals liesheii thev aie brought back to Bombay and are handed ovei to 

their owners The cost to the owners of maintaining their dry cattle at the salvage centre 
amount^ to Rs 12 to Re 15 pei month per animal All expenses on tianspoit and super 

vision of the scheme through the League Staff, are abated between the League and Govern 

ment Boi deaths in the cattle, the piopdition of which loughly works out to about 8 per 
cent the ownei is entirelv lesponsible All the jniinala are suitably biai ded foi identi 

fication 

14 Ifoi the salvage schemes thiough departmental faims and thiough piivate agencies, 
a sum of approximately Rs 8 00 000 has been piovided during the cut rent veai This 
also includes organisation in Bombav foi the administration of the She Cattle (Bovines) 
Licensing and Maintenance Order and foi regulating imports of fresh buffaloes for salvage 
Since these measures were intioduced ovei 36 000 div tattle fiom the City and subiiibs were 
sent for salvage including those by the oattle owners who have their own salvage anatige 
nients Out of these about 10 900 have been alieaiv iiceived back upto 30th Seyitember 1945 
At present over 4 200 ammals are at the Government farms oi with the League Centres and 
the remaining with agents of cattle owners 

15 The main lestson leaint so far is that if salvaging is to be successful having legard to 
the artificml conditions in which the animals aie kept for the whole period of lactation pnor 

to salvaging special feeding and caie during the period of salvage are most essential 
Cattle owners and otheis have an idea that salvaging should he done as cheaply as possible 
■The object seems to be just to keep the animal alive till she calves again Although 
feeds are expensive the cost is kept down to Be 1 per day The result is that a large 
number of animals are received back in lather poor condition and do not yi51d the expected 
quantity of milk after calving These shortcomings are b»ing looked into and it is hoped 
that m future the cost of salvaging would not be the only factor in judging the efficiency 
of the scheme 

16 Calf Searing Faim — Government have also under active consideiation the starting 
of a calf rearing farm near Bombay where about 1,000 buffalo calves taken over from 

the owners will he rearetL There is a likelihood of obtaining good support and co operation 
the progressive sehtion of the trade, m the operation of the scheme 

Bombat CAsitB, Bombay, 

Da^eil Znd November 1946 
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' Stoppage of Export of Cattle 

111.4, *Pundit Thakur Das Bh.atgaya: Will the Secretary of the Departuiei:;^ 
of Agriculture kindly state . 

(a) whether Governmeiit have accepted the principle of the recommendation 
of Mr Peperall in respect of stoppage of export of cattle from areas where they 
can thrive and be reared best and exporting milk from these areas; 

(b) if the answer to part (a) be in the affirmative, the steps Government- 

have taken to iinpleinent the said recommendation; and ' 

(c) if the answer be in the negative, the reasons for the non-accepthfice of 
the said recominendation and why Government regard the scheme of salvage 
more feasible? 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: (a) Mr Pepperall, in his report, stated that “it would 
be a far better arrangement for the Punjab to retain its cattle and arrange- 
instead to send evaporated milk m tins to Bombay or Calcutta rather than 
export cattle that are usually slaughtered within a few months and replaced at 
great cost” This recommendation concerns primarily the Punjab Government 
and has not been accepted by the Government of India 

(b) Does not arise, 

(c) The recommendation cannot be accepted because (i) Government have no 
power now to restrict the exjiort of cattle funn one area to another, (n) the niaini- 
facture of evaporated (condensed) milk ou an extensive scale under Indian con- 
ditions IS still m the experimental stage, (lu) the cost of such milk would bo 
higher than that of ordinary milk and beyond the means of an average consumer; 
(iv) the restnction of the export of cattle even if permissible by law might ba 
undesirable as adversely affecting the cattle breeding industry of the province, 
and (v) the slaughter of cattle can be prevented by salvage and the encourage- 
ment of the supply of milk to towns from nearby rural areas , 

Dearth of Bhuaa and Cotton Seed in Punjab 

1116, *Puncllt Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture kindly state whether Government are aware that there is 
great dearth of Bhusa (cattle fodder) as well us cotton seeds in the Punjab? 

(b^ Have Government taken any special steps to relieve the situation by 
securing prionty of transport and reducing freights of these articles to the famine 
affected aix-as'-’ 

Sir Pheroze Kharegat: (a) The Punjab had asked for the supply of 15,000 
tons of cotton seed. Government have no information about that Province being 
deficit in Bhusa, • 

(b) The steps taken to ensure the supply of cattlefeeds m the country as a 
whole (primarily for the famine affected areas) are mentioned in my reply to 
question No. 784 asked by Mr. Paliwal on the 10th March 1947. In partioulat 
an allotment of 11,000 tons cotton seed was made to the Punjab For move- 
ment by rail, cattlefeed and fodder are, a’, lowed Class I jiriority when sponsored 
by Government and Class II priority in other cases. The question of the re- 
duction of freights is under consideration. 

CoMPULSOKY Cultivation of Fodder Crops 

1116. ♦Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture kindly state whether Government have received any com- 
munications fiom the Bombay Humamtaiiaii League and the Gosewa^ Sangh 
and other associations for undertaking legislation to provide for compulsory 
cultivation of fodder crops on a certain percentage of the area of their holdings 
by the cultivators? 

(b) If so, have Goveihiment considered th^ advisability of undertaking such 
legislation or recommending the enactment of such measures by the Provin- 
eial Governments? 



2291 


STAftKBD QUEBTIONS AND ANSWERS 

8ii Phsrtfia Kliangat: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(fa) It is not practicable or desirable for the Central GoTemment to under- 
ttfke Such legislation. 

. Propaganda in Cinemas por Mandpactdbers op Vanaspati 

1117. *Punidit nukor Das Bhargava: (a) Will the Secretary of the Food 
Department kindly state what are the different wavs in which Government 
help the manufacture of vanaspati (hydrogenated oil)? 

(b) Do Government secure oil for the factories at controlled rates and secure 
priority of transport to the factories? 

(c) Do Government make propaganda for the manufiteturers of vanaspati in 
the cinemas (vnl elsewhere 

(d) If so, what IS the cost incurred by Government for such propaganda"’ 

Mr. K. L. Panjabi : (a) Government assist the mdustry m procuring materials 

the sale or import of which is controlled. 

(b) Factories purchase their own oil. Under the basic plan for oils, quota® 
for vanaspati were separately ear>marked and in some instances recommended 
for priority of movement. Now that control over edible oils and oilseeds has 
been withdrawn, 6uch assistance is not given 

(c) No, Sir. 

fd) The question does not arise. 

Action of Bengal Government in holding up Consumer Goods in Transit 
TO Assam prom other Provinces 

1118. ‘Sreejut Bohini Kumar Obaudbori: (a) Will the Secretary of Food 
Department please state whether Government are aware that mustard oil, 
coconut oil, groundnut oil, wheat, clolh, !>alt, dal, eorrug.ited iron sheets and othc 
consumer goods which are sent to As-am from Provinces other than Bengal 
are being held up in Calcutta and not allowed to be sent to Assam unless expo 
permit is obtained from the Bengal Government? 

(b) If thg reply to part (a) be in the affirmative, why and under what nuth 
rity the Government of Bengal are doing so? 

(c) In view of the extreme difficulties in getting supply of imported foot 
stuffs and other essential poods in Assam, do ^vernment propose to take ear’ 

,, steps to see that goods booked from any Province to Assam is not ' intorferd 
with, or stopped in transit by Bengal or any other intervening Province? ' 

Mr. K. L. PanjaU: (a), (b) and (c) No transit permits are required for th 
onward despatch of consumer goods, corrugated iron sheets, mustard .and ground 
nut oils, wheat and dballs from Calcutta to Assam, nor for cloth despatched t 
Assam in through wagons from the stations of despatch via Ca’cutta. Tf tran 
shipment of cloth is made at Calcutta, necessary permits are issued by. the Pro 
vincial Govefnment Permits are similarly issued for the coconut oil allocated 
to Assam by the Central Government out of the quantity imported into Bengal 
A ban is in force on the export of salt from Calcutta; Assam has a quota t 
5,000 tons of salt from Bengal and shortfalls in despatches to Assam have bccur 

due to shortfalls in arrivals of salt ships in Calcutta No complainte have 
however, been received from the Government of Assam about the alleged' intei 
ferenoe by the Bengal Government. 

Constbdotiqn op Broad Gauge Baulway Lms prom PABSATtrus to Oadrayi 

1119. Bohini Komar Aiaudbail: (a) Will the Honourable Membet 

for Bliilwt^s be pleased to state vmether Government are awaire ttiat the Bengal 
and' Aas^m Baflwaji line from Ualcutte to Parbatipor" is brdad'Icstige ind that 
frcfeii to ■ Assam is 'rttetrt-^auge? 
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(h) Are Govenimeut aware that this change to Parbatipur from broad- 
gauge to metre-gauge is very inconvement to the people of Assam, and causes 
a gn at deal of loss of time iu the exportation of goods from Assam to Calcutta 
ard other places and also causes damage to perishable commodities such as 
fruits, potatoes, etc , in the process of transportation? 

(c) Have Government received a representation from the Government of 
Absam to construct a broad-gauge Railwagr line from Parbatipur to Gauhati? 
If so, what action, if anv, has been taken with regard to that representation? 

(d) What is the distance from Parbatipur to Bongaigaon on the Bengal 
and Assam Railway line and what will be the length of the projected rsiiway 
line (roin I i(jii(?,tigjon to I'.nidu, Did Jogishopa and Goaip.ira ' 

The Honourable Or. John Hatthai: (a) Yes, Sir. 

(b) Government are aware that passengers and goods have to be transhipped 
at Parbatipur due to change of gauge. In order to mmimise delays and avoid 
damage in transit, investigations are in hand regardmg the possibility of using 
‘containers’ for transport of perishable goods such as fruits, potatoes, etc., from 
Assam to Calcutta. 

(o) Government have recently received a representation for conversion of 
the existing metre gauge line from Parbatipur to Bongaigaon to broad gauge and 
constructing a broad gauge line from Bongaigaon to Puiidu via Jogighopa and 
Qoalpat-a. Government are not m a position to accept this proposal, as it would 
involve re-alignment, regrading and additional expenditure, which the construc- 
tion of broad gauge entails. The metre gauge in Assam forms part of a larger 
metre gauge system which runs through the whole of Northern India and the 
conversion of Parbatipur-Bongaigaon section to broad gauge would create new 
transhipment stations at Kaunia, Teesta, Lalmanirhat, Gitaldah and Golskganj 
instead of a single transhipment at Parbatipur. 

(d) The distance from Parbatipur to Bongaigaon is approximately 131 miles 
and the length of the projected railway line from Bongaigaon to Pandu will be 
approximately 114 miles. 

CoxaranoTiON of Railway Bbidob over Brahmaputra between Jogighopa 

AND GOALFARA. 

1120. *Sree]at Bohlni Kumar Ohaudhuii: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for Railways be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of India propose to constructo 
« railway' bridge over the Brahmaputra between Jog ghopa and Goalpara and 
a railway line from Bongaigaon to Gauhati passing over that bndge; if so, 
nhetlier Government propose to make this new railway line a broad-gauge one; 

(b) whether it is a fact that the sur\'ey for constructing the bridge over the 
Brahmaputra has been finished and that the Government of India have decided 
to construct the said bridge as soon as possible; if so, when they intend to start 
the work and whether it could be finished within two years, 

(c) whether in constructing this bridge, Government propose to make a roatd 
also <<n the bridge for motor cars and pedestrians; and 

(d) whether it is a fact that the Government of India asked the Govern- 
ment of Assam if they would agree to allot Rs. 75,000 for the combined bridge 
olit of the money promised to them by the Central Government for Post-war 
Reconstruction ? 

nie HoooimUe Or. John Katthal; (a) Yes Sir, it is a fact that the Govern- 
ment have under consideration a proposal for^ combined rail-road bridge across 
the River Brahmaputra at Jogighopa on a proposed line from Bongaigaon to 
Goalpara. In addition to the proposed line from Bongaigaon to Goalpara wito 
a bridge at Jogighopa, the Government are also ooasiAe^mg the prospeota cl a 
line Singhjan^to Pandu (Gauhati) via Goalpara. No decision has besn 
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taken in either case, but if both the proposals materialise, Bongaigaon will be 
linked to Pandu (Oauhati) by a metre gauge line. Government do not propose 
to consider a broad gauge line, as not only will it be financially unjustified bn' 
it will also create additional transhipment points. 

(b) Survey investigations for siting the bridge across the Brahmaputra are 
not yet complete. If and when it is decided to construct the bridge, it is anti- 
cipated it will ta^^e about four years to complete from the time the construc- 
tion is taken in hand. 

(c) Yes, the proposed bridge across the Brahmaputra at Jogighopa will be 
designed to carry both rail and road traffic. 

<d) It is not a fact that the Assam Government have been asked to allot 
Bs. 75,000 towards the constructioh of the proposed combine rail-road bridge at 
Jogighopa. The fact is that the Assam Government were informed by the 
B. A. Railway in October 1946 that the bridge was estimated to cost Bs 7 -'15 
crores excluding approaches and that their share would be 83 per cent, of the 
total cost in accordauce with the existing rules for apportinment of the cost of 
combined rail-road bridges. 

EHPLonntNT or Assamese in the Training Centre at Kanohrapara fob Tbain- 
mo IN Railway Works 

1121. *Sr6e]ut llolvlTil Komar Otaaodliuii: Will the Honourable Member for 
Railways be pleased to state: 

(a) whether it is a fact that the Government of India are going to start 
a big training centre at Kauchrapara (Bengal) for training people in railway 
works; and 

(b) whether it is a fact that about 20,000 people will be employed in that 
centie, whether Government propose to employ people from Assam also, and 
if so, has any quota been fixed for Assam? 

TOe Honourable Dr. John Matthai: (a) Government are consid>^ring what 
steps are necessary to train the personnel who will be required to s'nff the new 
Locomotive Manufacturing pltpit at Kanohrapara, but the site of the training 
centre has not yet been decided. 

(b) No. As regards the latter part, no separate quota for Assamese has been^ 
prescribed. In this connection, I would invte the Honourable Member’s 
Attention to the reply to part (d) of Question No 41 asked by Seth Govind Das 
on the 28th October, 1946. 


UNSTAERED QUESTION AND ANSWER 
Proposed Acquisition op and for Estilishmbnt of All-India Aorioultural 
College, Research Laboratory and Green Belt in Delhi Province 

98. Ohandhri Sri Ohand: (a) Will the Secretary of the Agriculture Depart- 
ment please state whether Government propose to acquire the agricultural land 
of Mauaas Nang’oi Jat, Sultanpiir, Magholpur Ka'an and Khurd, Puth Kalan, 
Rithala, Naharpur, Pitampura, Garbi Pira, Jawala-Heri and Madipur in Delhi 
Province for the establishment of All-India Agricultural College, Research 
Laborartory and Green Beltf 

(b) If so, what steps do Government propose to take to provide work for 
about 25,000, people, who will be t^wn out of work? 

(o) Do Government propose to consider the advisability of acquiring land 
for we aalJ purpose near Alipur village in Delhi Province, where most of the 
land' belongs to Goyernment or one or two big land lords? 

(d) Is not sufficient land available for purpose on the Muttra Bc«d? 
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Kr P&MOM Kharegst: (a) In August last it was decided to iicquire 2,770 
aora jOf land near Shakur Basti on the Bohtok Boad for colleges tat Agrioulture 
and Animal Husbandry, for the Dairy Institute and other institutions; Thia 
halt 'nothing to do with the Green Belt Scheme. As a result,' however, of 
representations made by the villagers and cultivators of this area the question 
of acquiring alternative sites is at present under consideration. 

(b) The approximate number of peasant proprietors and tenants a&eeted by 
the proposed acquisition is about 2,000 and not 26,000. Most of them would 
probably be absorbed in work at the colleges and institutes, v 

(c) The Government land at Alipur is only about 80 acres and it is not con- 
sidered advisable to acquire the land in and near the village. 

(d) The original site selected for the Dairy Institute in 1939 was at Kilokri 
near the Muttra Road but it is now considered that the use of this land for 
such institutes is likely to hinder the proper expansion of New Delhi as this is 
the only direction m which New Delhi can conveniently expand. 


MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

Secretary of the Assembly: Sir, the following message has been received from 
the Council of State: — 

“The Council of State at its meeting held on the 20th March, 1947, agreed 
12 No without any amendment to the following Bills, which were passed 
by the Legislative Assembly at its meeting held on Wednesday, the 
5th March, 1947, namely — 

1. A Bill to enable duties in connection with vital services to be imposed 

in an emergency on the Armed Forces of the Crown. 

2. A Bill to provide for the continuance of certain provisions of the 

Defence of India Rules relating to the control of trading with 
States, and persons and firms belongmg to States at war with Hia 
Majesty, and the custody of the property belonging to them.’’ 


ELECTION TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR COMMUNICATIONS 
DEPARTMENT 

^ Mr. Masarrat Husain Zuberi (Government of India : Nominated Official) • Sir, 
1 move; 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect in si 
may direct five non-official members to advise o 
Commnmcations during the year 1047 48." « 

Mr. President: The question is* 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect !n such manner as the Honourable the President 
may direct five non-official members to advise on subjects dealt with in the Department of 
Vommnnications during the year 1047-48." 

The motion was adopted 


Mr. President; I have to inform Honourable Members that for the purpose 
c.' election by means of the single transferable vote of five members to the 
Standing Committee for the Department of Communications the programme of" 
dates will be as follows- — 

1. Nominations to be filed in the Notice Office up to 12 Noon on Monday, 

the 24fh March. 

2. Election, if necessary, will be held "on Thursday, the 27f A ’ Af qrch ' ip 

the Assistant Secretary’s room in the Council House betp-COn tbe 
hours of 10-E© a.m. and i r.v. ... 



AJMiBE-lfERWABA RENT CONTROL BILL 

Mr. AfMfWt Further considNafcioD of the motion that the Bill to make 
tetter proTUiioB for the control of rents in certain areas in the Prcwmces oi Delhi 
and Ajmer-lMerwaca, as reported by the Select Committee, be taken into consi- 
deration. 

Thh aaoh^ P»^t jAwahvUl Hehpu (Leader of the. House)- May 1 
•with your permiision, Sir, suggest that the House do sit today till 6 ?.m. in order, 
if possible, to complete the consideration of the Bill. This Bill has got to be got 
through. Tomorrow the House is nob sitting There is another very importau 
urgent measure before the House and so I trust the House will agree to sit tod' 
till 6 p.M. and finish the consideration of this Bill 

ShZi Sri PrSkaM (Benares and Gorakhpur Division Non-Muhammadan Eurall 
Can we have an idea, from the Honourable the Leader of the House, of the 
programme of work for next week'* 


IKr. PrssUlMLt: There are two more important Bills, the Shipping Bill and the 
Bill for the continuance of control over Capital Issues and thereafter there is the 
Finance Bill That is the order m which the Bills arer set down on the agenda 

Sir 0<MPis]s« JahSAgir (Nominated Non-Official). We were given to understand 
that these Bills would be postponed by Government and that we will have the 
Finance Bill on Monday morning. 

Mr. Praiddent: The Honourable Member will be able to get an idea as to when 
the Finance Bill will come in, if we know the progress of the Rent Control Bill 
in the course of this afternoon. 

Sir Oowujjaa Jehaogir: The Honourable the Leader of the House said that we 
should finish the present Bill, that is the Rent Control Bill by 6 p M What about 
the other two Bills? Does he want the House to finish those two also today’ 

The HonouraUe Pandit Jawaharlsl Kehru: If possible, certainly 

Sir OowMjee Jehangir: Tf those two Bills also are to be finished before we 
take up the Finance Bill, then we shall certainly never be able to take up the 
Finance Bill at all. 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Hebm: We are taking up tlie Finance Bill 
in any case next week on Monday. That is the idea 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir; Whatever happens today’ 

Mr. P. J. Orlffltha (Assam European) It would be helpful to know the inten- 
tion of Government quite cleeirly. Siipjiosing the two Bills, the Shipping Bill 
and the Capital Issues Bill are still pending this evening will the Finance Bill 
come up on Monday’ 

The fionoomble Pandit Jawaharlal KAbru: The thing is clear to me, but 

do not hold any position to answer with regard to the urgency or otherwise of r. 
Shipping Bill. It all rests with the Department ooiicenied. Normally speak- 
ing we should proceed with the Finance Bill next week 

Sir Oowaalee Jehangir: Even if the Shipping Bill is not disposed of, will the 
Fmanoe Bill be taken up, in any case next week? 

The BonouraUe Pandit Jawaharlal Kehru; I must consult the Honourable 
Member in charge of the Shipping Bill I do not exactly know what the position 
is. 


Mr. Lei^e CtWilt (Bengal; European)- We were given to understand that the 
‘Shipping Bill will go to the Select Committee I presume if that is the case, 
Ithen perhaps the Finance Bill might cmne up next week. 

' The c«der.in which the Bills will be taken up depends up- 

of the ,Bill8. I would, suggest a slight amendment to what , 
f^xiduraUe the Leader of the House suggested. He used the expression, 'if 
( 2295 
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[Mr. President.] 

possible be finisned tods;’. I would request the House to make s determined 
effort to fininti the Bent Control Bill by 6 »ni. and if necessary to sit as long as 
may be necessary to finish the Bill. That would leave the line clear for Finance 
Bill next week. 

The Honooiable Pandit JTawahailal Xshrn: 1 entirely agree. 
iniaw Abdnl'Chani Khan (North West Frontier Province; General); Why 
can't we sit tomorrow, instead of sitting late today? 

Hr. President; That is not possible. Now, as re^rds the various amend- 
ments, I will suggest that all the amendments dealing with the same point 
m a particular clause may be moved and discussed together, and the Gov- 
ernment might give a consolidated reply, so that we will be avoiding a lot ot 
repetition of the same arguments, introductory remarks to each amendment 
will then be avoided and then we shall be able to finish the Bill before the 
time target that we have fixed today. 

Mr. President: Clause 5: 


Hr. Tamisuddin Khan (Dacca cum Mymensmgh; Muhammadan Bural) Sir, 

I move: 

"That ia sub-elkiUA (1) ot claaae & of th« Bill, after the word ‘landlord' ocoarring in th» 
second line, the followuig be ineerted, nunely • 

‘or s tenant lub-letting s pert of the prwnisas let’ " and 
‘‘That in enb-clsuse (2) of clause 6 of the Bill, after the word ‘tensnt’, oocarrisg in the 
Mcond line, the words ‘or a sub-tenant’ "be inserted *’ 

Hr. President: Amendments moved; 

"That in sub-clause (1) ot clause 5 of the Bill, after the word ‘landlord' occurring in the 
second line, the following be inserted, namely ■ 

‘or a tenant sub- letting a part of the premise* let’ ’’ and 
‘"That in sub-clanse (2) of clause 5 of the Bill, after the word ‘tenant’, occurring in the 
second line, the words ‘or a sub-tenant’ be inserted.*’ 


Pandit Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava (Ajmcr-Merwara; General)- Sir, I move- 
"That in sub-clause (1) of clause 5 of the Bill, after the word ‘landlord’, occurring in 
P«Port>ng to act on behalf of the 

t«nant b« in8ert«a , and 

tenZ!‘ u",LVted':’“ -0^* ‘or sub- 

Mr. Prealdent; Amendments moved- 

lme‘??h 'V ^“■•d ‘Iwidlord’, occurring in 

I,”.,-' t Sla-, STd 1-™“ “•-« - to .« o.-i.h.ilVft* 

""" ‘ ““ “» -"rf «• word. '» ™b.- 

Tn aTmVo tT 

vagJe like this ft that these things are being left 

J am very doubtful whether any oruninal court will convict any one guHty pf 
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like those in the present condition of TBgueness of the law. I therefore thinl- 
that whatever may be the comprehensiveness of the definition of “landlord” 
and “tenant'’, as claimed by the Honourable Member m charge^ it is only com- 
mon sense that in this clause at least the position should be made absolutely 
clear. The clause says; « 

“It ihall not be lawful for the landlord or any person acting or parporting to act on 
behalf of the landlord, to claim . . .any fine, premium, advance or other like aum” etc , 
girve and txetpt tht itandard rent. 

Now what about the tenant who has sublet a part of his tenancy or who wants 
to sublet a part of his tenancy with tbe consent oC the landlord after the passing 
of this measure? Can he accept any premium or advance or any other money as 
stated in this clause? Certainly the intention is that no one should be in a posi- 
tion to accept or claim such illegal money. But if the clause is left as it stands 
now I am extremely doubtful whether the tenant or sub-tenant who takes such 
money will be criminally liable Even if he is civilly liable I am doubtful if 
any criminal court will convict him So I think this amendment is very neces- 
sary 

Similarly in my second amendment dealing with sub-cisuse (2) 1 propose that 
after the word “tenant” in the second line the words “or a sub-tenant” be insert 
ed This sub-clause says; 

*Tt shall not be lewfnl for tbe tenknt, or any person acting or purporting to aot on liebalf 
of the tenant, to claim or receive any payment in consideration or hia relinquishment nf his 
tenancy of any premises ’ ’ 

Now if a sub-tenant refuses to vacate unless he is given a bribe will h.- be 
liable? If the clause is left vague like this he will certainly not be convicted by 
a criminal court I therefore think that these ripeessary amendments should be 
accepted by the House 

Pandit Kukut Blharl Lai Bhargart: Sir, the amendments that I have pro- 
posed are self-explanatory and need no elucidation Clause 5 lays down that no 
person acting on behalf of the landlord will be allowed to accept anything over 
and above the standard rent in any shape or form My amendment includes not 
only the landlord but the tenant also who will be prohibited from claiming any- 
thmg from the sub-tenant over and above the standard rent I think this pomt 
cannot be disputed and no argument is necessary, because the clause does not 
cover the case of the tenant and sub-tenant. 

Mr. B. K. GtoUule (Government of India' Nominated Official). Bir, the first 
amendment moved by my Honourable friend Mr Tamisuddm Khan and the first 
amendment moved by my Honourable friend Pandit Miikut Bihari Lai Bhargavs 
are practically the same I am prepared to accept the latter one and I hope that 
Mr Tamisuddin Khan will withdraw his amendment The latter is a slightly 
different version as suggested by the Legislative Department. 

As regards the second amendment moved by Mr. Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava, 

I am prepared to accept it. The second amendment moved by Mr. TamizuJdin 
Khan is not I think necessary because tbe word “tenant” includes a sub-tenant. 
But as we have introduced the word “sub-tenant” in sub-clause (1) I do not see 
any great objection to introducing it in sub-clause (2). So I am prepared to 
accept that amendment 

Mr. TaminiddlB Khaa: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw siy first 
amendment. 

The amendment was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Mr, PiMldant: The question is- 

“Thst ta ijih-ebraM (1) of clsase 5 of tbs Bill, after the woi4 ‘laadlord* oeeorruig ia 
line 2, the words ‘or the tenant or any penon acting or parporting to aet on behalf of the,, 
tenent* be inserted.” 

. The motion was adopted. 
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Mr. PrMid«at: The question is: 

"That in (ub-cUuse (1) of clauM 5 of tha Bill, after tho wotii ‘tanaary’ the words ‘or 
ub-tenanc;’ ba inaertad.*’ 

The motion was adopted » 

Mr. PreildMit: The question is. 

“That in sub-clause (2) of clause 5 of the Bill, aftor tha word 'tens of occurring in the 
jiacond line, tha words ‘or a sub-tananf be inserted. 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. Pruldent: The question is 
“That clauaa 5 as amended, stand part of the Bill” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 5 as amended, was added to the Bill. 

Clauses 6, 7 and 8 were added to the Bill 
Mr. Tamlxnddia Khan: Sir, I beg to move 

“That in part (a) of sub-clause (1) of claose 9 of the Bill, the word ‘not’ in line 1 be 
omitted ’ ’ 

Mr. President: Amendment moved: 

"Thst m part (a) of sub-clause (1)’ of clause 9 of the Bill, the word ‘not’ in line 1 be 
omitted ” 

I believe the Honourable Member accepts it. 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: Yes. Sir. It is purely a printing mistake 
Mr. PreaidMit; The question is- 

“That in part (a) of sub-clause (1) of clanae 9 of the Bill, tie word ‘not’ in Im* 1 be 
omitted ’ ’ 


'Die motion was adojited 

Mias Manlben Kara iXummated Non-Offtcial) Sir, 1 beg to move 
“Tlwt in part (a) of aub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, after tlie word ‘landlord’ the 
following be added, namely 


‘or fails to jsy in court such arrears of rent as directed by the I'ourt’ ’’ 

Sir, [ do not wi.sh to say much on this amendment because I mn equally 
anxious that this Bill should get through as early as possible 1 would however 
like to say a word on this. If our idea is to accommodate as many tenants as 
possible and to provide more space for people to live, then we should provide 
every facility for the tenant who knows his duty and is willing to pay the rent 
I have no sympathv for those tenants who do not want to pay rents regularly 
But so often it happens that in the case of tenants who happen to be ilbterate, 
and tenants who cannot understand the implication of going to the court and so 
on, may not pay the rent even when the notice has been received In that case 
I propose that a tenant who pays the arrears of rent together with the costs of the 
suit should not be evicted I hope the Honourable Member in charge of the 
Bill will accept tjns simple amendment and give relief to the genuine tenants who 
are willing to pay the rent 

Mr. President: Amendment moved. 


“That in part (a) of fub-oUni« (1) of daoM 9 of the Bill, after the word ‘landlord', the 
following be Miided, zume]/ . 

or feile to p»y in court eucb arreare of rent M directed by the Court’.’’ 

Mr. B. K. OoUule: May I suggest that there is another amendment on ihis 
very same pomt by Khan Abdul Gham Khan. The principle is the same but the 
different, and I am prepared to accept the amendment of Mr. 
Abdul Gham Khan. ' 


Mr. President: Will the Honourable Member see the subsequent amendmernt 
—supplementary list No. 2, item No fl — and say if that meets her point! 
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Kar»: I have no objection in withdrawing my amendment so 
long as the idea of the amendment has been accepted. The amendment was, by 
leave of the Assembly, withdrawn. 

Khan Abdul Ohani Shan: Sir, I move. 

“That to part (a) of anb-clanie (1) of clanw 8 of th« Bill, the following Proviso be added, 
namely ; 

‘Provided that no eviction shall be ordered under this clause if the tenant pays in 
court on the first day of hearing anch arrears of rant together with the costs of 
the suit' “ 

May I say a word on this amendment? 

Mr. PreMdent: Government are acceptibg it I wiU put it to the House. 
The question is: 

“That to part (a) of sub-clause (1) of clause 8 cf the Bill, the following Proviso be added, 
iisiitely : 

‘Provided that no eviction shall be ordered under this clause if the tenant pays in 
court on tb^. first day of hearing each arrears of rent together with the costs of 
the suit’ " 

The motion was adopted. 

Mitt MRoiben Kara: Sir, T beg to move; 

“That in part (b) of .mb dsuse (!) of clause 9 of the Bill, the words ‘whether before or’, 
be omitted ” 

Since all the members of this House are one with me to avoid evictions in the 
oase of genuine and honest rent-payers, I would request that the words ‘whether 
before or’, which unfortunately empower the landloid to evict a tenant for his 
past doings, may be deleted tf I have properly understood the clause, the land- 
lord may evict those tenants who have sublet a part of their house before this 
Act comes into operation My anxiety is that those tenants who have already 
sublet a part of their houses to sub-tenaiits should not .suffer becau-.e of this 
clause for whatever thev may have done m the past 'W’ben this Bill legalizes 
sub-tenancy, it will not be fair that we should vietinnze those people who were 
sub-tenants in the past T would therefore request the Honouiable Member Mr 
(lokhale, to explain to me whether by passing clause 9 without my ameridnienfc 
those people who are sub-tenants will not suffer If I am satisfied on that point, 
I will ask for leave of the House lo withdraw my amendment But if the im- 
plication of the clause, as it stands, is that a person who is a sub-tenant of the 
tenant will be thrown out of his house, then certainly 1 would request the House 
to give protection to those people who are already staying as sub-tenants, and 
not render them homeless I know that as soon as this Bill is passed there will 
be landlords too anxious to throw out sub tenants under the protection of this 
Bill which provides for eviction against those tenants who rented their jiart of 
the house to other people, against then existing law This is a very serious thing. 
After all, in this Bill, mj friend Mr Gokhale bad m his opening speech and m 
the middle of the debate assured this House that he has no mtention by the 
passage of this Bill to impose any hardship on the tenants f am sure, every- 
one will agree with me that if the clause is kept as it is, buntlreds of tenants wdll 
Buffer. Owing to the scarcity of accommodation, number of people are to-day 
flub-tenants of the tenants. It may also happen that those tenants who have 
aub-let their houses to sub-tenants will be only too glad to evict their present 
sub-tenant, so that they can bring in new tenants and get fresh pugree or talamt 
plus extra 25 per cent. rent. I would appeal to all the members and the Member 
in charge of the Bill to see that this Bill does not undo anything which has been 
done in the past. When we are legislating let us legislitfIS for a thing that is 
gping to happen from now on I can understand if all the clauses of the Bill 
were tathe effect that we were going to undo all that happened in the past. But 
my Honourable friend, Mr. Gol^ale, has pointed out that the effeefbof the various 
olauseRol the Bill will be for future use. I therefore hope that the Members will 
suppcH^t this amendment and also that the Member in charge of the Bill will 
accept it. 
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Mr. Freddant: Amendment moved: 

“Thkt in p*rt (bi of ivb-cUute (1) of eluuc t of tho Bill, tiu wordi 'whothor before or’, 
lie omitted." 

May I know what the Honourable the Secretary’s reactions are to this? I 
might suggest if the principle enunciated by the Honourable the Mover is accfipt- 
able to the Honourable Member, he might as well consider whether, instead of 
deleting the words altogether he may not say, "before such and such date" which 
should be the date of the publication of this Bill,' so that there may be no scope 
for litigation in respect of alleged transactions in the intervening periods 

Hr. B. K. Ookhale: There is a large number of amendments on this point by 
various other members and it becomes difficult to deal with each one individually. 

Mr. Preddent: T am prepared to have all those amendments and they will be 
discussed together 

Hr, B. K. Ookhala: T think it better if that is done. 

Mr, Sasaoka Sekhar Sanyal: The Honourable Member can give us an idea 
as to what amendment he is going to accept. 

Mr, B. K, Ookhale: The general id^a is that sub-letting in part, whether for 
residential purposes or for business purposes should be validated and should not 
be a ground for eviction up to the date on which this Bill is passed. 

Mr. Freeideat: Passed or published 

Mr, B. K. Ookhale: The dale when it is finally published in the Gazette 

Mr. Fresident: The Bill is published a month or fifteen days before it may be 
regularly passed a few days after 

Mr. B. E. Ookhale; I mean when it actually comes into force. Any sub- 
letting for business or residence should be validated up to that date. No sub- 
letting for residence or business purposes after that date, without the consent of 
the landlord, should be validated That is the general idea of sub-letting Now 
this applies to sub-letting of part premises But where it is a question of sub- 
letting of the entire premises, which is really m the nature of a transfer of the 
entire tenancy, whether for business or residential purposes, the idea is that that 
should be a ground for eviction whether it happened before the passing of this 
Act or after the passing of this Act 

There is a third class of cases 

Mr. SaiMkt SekhM Sanyal (Presidency Division Non Muhammadan Buralj: 
Eviction of whom? 

Mr. Freaidant: Eviction of the actual occupier 

Mr. B. X. Ookhale; The third class is where the tenant has used the residenee 
for purposes other than for which they were let: there also, whether it happened 
before or after the passmg of the Act, the tenant should be liable for eviction. 
That is the general idea of the discussions, we have had so far. The ameodmente 
which will give effect to these ideas. Sir, are Numbers 19 of the consolidated list 
•id 7 of list 2 Those two together give effect to what I have just stated 

Mr. Frasident; The Honourable Member ia going to accept these two and not 
the others? 


Mr. Sskhir Sanyal: May I ask the Honourable Member one question. 

In case where the premises have been wholly sub-let, the idea is to evict the sub- 
tenant But what will be the position of the actual tenant? Will the tenancy 
between the landlord and the original tenant be automatically ended? 

Mr. B. X. OoUuae: Both will be eyieted. 
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Mr. Pr«rid«nt: May I know whether the Honourable Member now wishes to 
withdraw her amendment or shall I put it to the House? 

HiKi Manibeii Xwr: I would like it to be put to the House. 

Mr. PrasideiLt: The question is: 

“That in part (b) of inb-clsaM (1) of claim 9 of the Bill, the worde ‘whether befoje or',, 
be omitt^." 

The motion was negatived. 

T, «Ja Deshbanclhn Oupta (Delhi: General): Sir, 1 move: 

“That part (b) (iii) of lab-clatia^ (1) of clauae 9 of the Bill be omitted.” 

Mr, Praiddent: The Honourable Member is accepting it? 

Mr. B. X. Ookfaale: Yes, Sir. / 

Mr. Prealdant: The question is: 

“That part (b) (iii) of aub-clauie (1) of clauee * of the Bill be omitted.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Lala DeBhbandha Oupta: Sir, I move: 

“That in part (o) of eab-olanio (1) of claoee » of the Bill, the worda 'the premwee hating: 
been let for use as a reeidenee' be omitted ” 

Mr. Preaident: The Honourable Member accepts it? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. Prasldant: The question is: . 

“That in part (c) of eub-clauee (1) of clanee 9 <>f the Bill, the woidt the premues having 
been let for nae at a retidence' be omitted.” 

The motion was adopted. 

Mr. TamlROddin Khan; I move: 

“That part (d) of tub-clause (1) of danse 9 of the Bill be omitted ” 

Shall I also move No 20 as it is an alternative amendment If this is not 
accepted, then I shall move that 

Mr. President: He may move it at the same time 

Mr. Tamisaddin Khan: Sir, I move # 

“That in part (d) of eub-clauie (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the words 'neithei' the 
tepant nor any member of his family haa been residiin’ the following be substituted, 

'either the tenant, an\ member of his family oi .in agent of the tenanv. has not been 
residing’ " ’ 

Sir, so far as my first amendment No. 19 is concerned, I propose in that 
amendment that part (d) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill be omitted. 
This is one of the contingencies under which a tenant may be evicted by the land- 
lord. This does not seem to me to be a very necessary condition If this item 
is omitted, I do not think that the landlord will be' at all placed in a difficulty 
Here there is no question of non-payment of rent If a tenant goes on paving 
the rent but simply for some reason he cannot be in occupation of the holding^ 
for more than six months, he will be liable to be evicted. This will be rather too- 
karsh on the tenant. He may be ill for a long time and lying somewhere else but 
it may be very necessary that he should not give up his tenancy: yet he will be 
evicted, although he is willing to pay the rent. This is too harsh on him. I 
think this amendment may be accepted by the Government but if it is not accept- 
ed, I would like the Government to consider the other one, because that makes the 
hardship on the tenant a little less stringent. In this clause, if the tenant does 
not live there or a member of his family does not live there, he will be evicted but 
I propose that if tiie tenant himself or a member of his family cannot live there 
for some reason but there is a servant of the tenant or one of his agents is there, 
that should be a sufficient ground for not evicting the tenant for absence from the 
tenancy. I hope that one of these two amendments will be accepted bv the- 
Government. 
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Mr. Fruldeilt: Amendment moved* 

‘ That part (d) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill be omitted. ’ 

Amendment moved. 

‘‘That in part (d) of iub-elaui* (1) of clatiM 9 of the Bill, for the words ‘neither the 
tenant nor any member of hii family has been lesiding’ the following be lubstibuted, 
namely : , 

‘either the tenant, any member of hu family or an agent of the tenant has not- bees 
reudmg’." 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Sir, I am afraid I am hot in a position to accept cithet 
of the two amendments. In fact I think we have already gone far in Suggesting 
that where a tenant or any member of his family has been residing for a period of 
six months, there shall be no eviction. We cannot extend this principle to 
servants or agents of the tenants It is not so much a question of rights as a 
question of paucity of accommodation If a man has been compelled to live 
away from Delhi for six months at a stretch, it is much better that he should 
quit Delhi and not lock up premises here unnecessarily and put other people into 
-difficulties. Sir, I cannot accept either of the amendments. 

Mr. Praaident: The question is. 

“That part (d) of aub-clauae (1) of clause 9 of tbe Bill be omitted.’ ’ 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. President; The question is‘ 

"That in pait (d) jf sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the words ‘neither the 
tenant nor any member of his family has been lesiding' the following be substituted, 
namely ; 

‘either the tenant, an\ membei of his family or an agent of tbe tenant has not beet 
residing' ’’ 

The motion was negatived 

The Assembly then adjourned for Lunch till Quarter Past Two of the Clock 

The Assembly reassembled after Lunch at Quai-ter Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr President (the Honourable Mr G V Mavalsnkar in the Chair) 

Mr. Presldeat; I’he House was proceeding with clause 9 of the Rent Cantrei 
Bill 

Lala Deahbaadhu Gupta t I beg to move 

"That m part (e) of sub clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill after the word ‘landlord’ the 
words ‘who is the owner of such premises’ be mserted.’’ 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: I accept the smendinent 

Mr. Praoident; The question is; 

"That in part (e) of sub clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill after the word ‘landlord’ the 
-words 'who IS the owner of such premise!’ be inserted ’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

Lala Daahhandhu Gupta; I beg to move. 

"That in part (e) of snb-clsnse (1) of cUuie 9 of the Bill, for the word ‘the’, occurriag 
for the first tune in hue 1, the words ’purely residential’ be substituted ” 

Mr. B, K. Gt^diala: I accept the amendment 

Mr. Preddent: The question is; 

‘‘That in part (e) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the word ‘tbs', oeearriag - 
for the first tune m line 1, the words 'purely residential’ b* substituted.” 

The motion was adopted. 
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LrIr DtUibRiidba Oupta: I beg to more: ■ 

‘•Tb»t in part («) of lub-elaoM (1) of cUase 9 of tbe BiU, for the words ‘is unsMe’ the 
words 'neitiier bu nor is able' be subitituUd.*' 

Mr. B. K. €k>kbRle; I accept it, Sir. 

Mr. PrMideBt: The question is* 

“Tbet in part (e) of lub-clause (1) of clausa 9 of the Bill, for the jwords ‘is unable’ th*- 
words ‘neither has nor is able’ be substituted.” 

The motion was adopted. ’ 

Shri Kidun Lai Sakaena (Lucknow Division Non-Muhammadan Rural); 1 
beg to move: 

‘‘That in part (e) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the words and figures ‘IsL 
day of January, 1943’, wherever they occur, the words and figures ‘2nd day of June, 1944’" 
be' suWituted.” 

Mr. B. K. Cktkiiale: I accept it. Sit 

Mr. Prealdent: The question is: 

‘‘That in part (e) of sub-section (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, for the words and figures ‘IsL 
day of January, 1943’, wherever they occur, the words and figures ‘2nd day of June, 1944’ 
be substituted." 

The motion was adopted. 

MUb MaaibBll Krtr: In view of the fact that one of the amendments moved 
by my friend has been accepted by Mr Ookhale, I shall only move the latter 
portion of the amendment Sir, I move: 

‘‘That to. part (e) of sub clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, tbe following proviso be added, 
nsmely • 

‘Provided : 

(a) that the Isndbrd has rendered himself homeless by his own action either by 

disposing of or voluntary vacation of his existing residence ; and 

(b) that the landlord desires a change of surroundings only’.’’ 

From the fact that a number of amendments to this particular clause has been 
moved, it is clear that most of the members of the House are against eviction as 
a rule and my amendment only provides further safeguards. If the landlord has 
rendered himself homeless by his own action, I submit that the tenant should not* 
be rendered homeless. I will give an example. Many times it may happen that 
a landlord may stay in one place and may want to go to a better place like New 
Delhi in order to help his friends to get the possession of the place where he is 
staying. He may want to oblige his friend, as a result of getting some salami. 
There may be various other reasons why a landlord may -want to vacate his own 
place where he was residing and to go to.another place which he may own. It is 
not enough to say that the landlord wants the place for himself, as Mr Sahyal 
said. The fact remains that by his action the tenant will be turned out to the 
footpath. I am not one of those who want the Government or the State to 
intervene at every stage between the landlord and the tenant. I agree that 
sufficient care should be taken to see that in a genuine case where the landlord 
wants the place for himself and he has absolutely no place to go to, the tenant 
may be asked to go. My amendment says that if the landlord either in order to 
get salami or for other reasons such as obliging liis friends wants to evict his 
tenants, that will not be right, and members of this House should see that we 
provide a minimum necessity of life, that is shelter, for these people and that 
people are not thrown out without any hope. I would therefore request that this 
amendment may be accepted. 

Mr. 2*r8Bid6ab: Amendment moved: 

"That to part («) of s«b-clauM (1) of cIsom 9 of tbe Bill, the following provUo be added, 
namely ; 

‘Provided : 

(a) that Uie landlord bos rendered hinuelf homeleis by his own action either by 

disMSiiigitff or vblnntary vacation of his lexiatiiq’ raeidenoet and 

(b) that the limdlord deeives-’a ehange of enrrOBndinga only’,’’ 
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Mr. B. K. Ck)klUJe; Sir, the wording of the amendment, as aotuall; mov'sd, 
does not fit in with the clause at all because my friend omitted certain words 

which might have made the whole thing intelligible 

Miss Maniben Kara: You can change that. 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: I am not laying much stress on that. I am only mention- 
ing it incidentally. Apart from that, however, although I am to a large extent 
in sympathy with the object underlying the Honourable Member’s amendment, 
there are so many considerations involved before eviction can be ordered, that it 
is difficult to lay down hard and fast rules. The Honourable Member has drawn 
attention to two possible cases. There are a number of other hard cases likely 
to arise. Mr. Ghani Khan's amendment, which was not moved, refers to as 
many as six cEises m which it would be a hardship if the tenants were evicted. 
It would be better to have a general clause which will cover all such cases. In 
this conneption, I am prepared to accept Amendment No. 11 in Supplementary 
List No. 2 in the name of Lala Deshbandhu Gupta, which reads as follows: 

That to sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, the following new proviso be 
added at the end, namely; — 

“Provided that no decree for eviction shall be passed on the grounds set forth 
in clauses (e) and (h) unless the Court is satisfied after taking all the facts and 
circumstances into consideration that it is reasonable to allow such eviction 
That covers all cases that may possibly arise and I feel that my friend 
ehould be satisfied with this amendment. 

Mr. Sasaaka Sekhar Sanyal: May 1 intervene? The amendment of Mr. 
Gupta is certainly good in its own way. I wont to point out this fact. It refers 
only to those facts which relate to the convenience and suitability of the landlord. 
Does not this phraseology, as it stands, exclude the taking into consideration of 
the convenience and distress of the tenant also? So, in that case, has he con- 
eidered the question of just a little redrafting, so that the extreme distress of the 
tenant, namely, that he is going to be thrown to the foot-path, be also avoided? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: The wording here is 

"Unless the Court is satisfied after taking all the facts and circumstances into 
consideration that it is reasonable to allow such eviction.” 

It does not matter whether the facts and circumstances are put before the 
Court by the landlord or by the tenant. 

Mr. President: What does the Honourable Member wish me to do now? 

MJm Maniben Kara: Sir, I would like my amendment to be put to the House. 
Mr. President: The Question is; 

“That to part (e) of ■ub-claiuo (1) of claose 9 of tho Bill, the following provuo be added, 
namely : 

‘Provided : 

(a) that the landlord has rendered himeelf homelees by his own action either by 

disposing of or volantary vacation of his existing residence; and 

(b) that the landlord desires a change of sarronndinga only’.” 

The motion was negatived. 

Pandit Mnknt Bihatl Lai Bhargava: Sir. I move' 

“That after part (e) of snb-clanse (1) of clanse 9 of the Bill, the following new part be 
inserted and, the sabseqaent parts be rs-lettered accordingly ; 

•(f) that the tenant, after the commencement of this Act, has built, aoanired or 
been allotted a soitable residence’;" 

Mr. Prsaidsnt: Amendment moved: 


“ttat after part (e) of anb-clanee (1) of clause 9 of the BiU, the following new part be 
inserted and the snbseqnant parts be rs-lettered aocordin^y : . ■ - 

•< X* I- w». » b«. 
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XiRla OMbbandlm Ctapta: Sir, a verbal change is needed in tbii^ ameudmeni, 
which seems to have been left out in typing. The words 'vacantr possession of’ 
should be added after the word ‘acquired’. 

Mr. President: That is Mr. Saksena’s amendment to which tiie Honourable 
Member is referring. 

Lala Deahbandlin Onpta: As the object is the same, Pandit Bhargava'i 
4 imendment may be altered accordingly. 

Mr. President: Both the amendments seem to be identical except those words 
to which the Honourable Member has referred. If the amendment of Mr. 
Baksena is acceptable to the Government and if that is going to be moved. Pandit 
Mukut Bihari Lai Bhargava may as well consider whether he should move his 
amendment at all. 

Pandit Balktishna Shatma (Cities of the United Provinces; Non-Muhammadan 
Urban): I may also draw your attention, Sir, to the fact that a similar amend- 
ment stands in my name also, namely No. 36 on the Consolidated List. 1 think 
that will serve the purpose and the Government should have no objection to it. 
I think it will be better if my amendment is taken in preference to Mr. Saksena's 
amendment. 

Mr. President: If the Honourable Member so desires, I will have all the 
three amendments moved. Pandit Bhargava has already moved his amendment. 

Shrl Mohsn Lsl Sskseos: Sir, I move: 

•‘That after part (e) of lub-claiue (1) of clause 0 of ths Bill, the following new part bo 
inserted and the sabMqnent parte be re-letterad accordingly : 

'(f) that the tenant after the oommencemeni of thu Act hae built, aoqaiied vacant 
poseeisiou of or boon allotted a enitable retidenoe; or*.” 

Mr. President: Amendment moved; 


‘‘That after part (e) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, the following new part bo 
inserted and the subsequent parts be re-lettered accordingly : 

‘(f) that the tenant after the eommencement of thu Act has built, acquired vacant 
possession of or been ellotted a euiteble reaidence; or*.’* 

Pandit Balkrlshtia Sbanna: Sir, I move: 

‘‘That after part (f) of sub-clanse (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, the following new part be 
inserted and the subsequent parts be re-lettered accordingly 

‘{g) that the tenant, since the 2nd day of September 1938, has built a residential bouse 
or has acquired, purchased or bean allotted by the Government e vacent 
house;’.” 

Mr. President: Amendment moved- 

‘‘That after part (e) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, the following new pert be 
inserted and the subsequent parts 1,e re-lettered accordingly : 

‘(g) that the tenant, since the 2nd day of September 1830, has built a retidcntial house 
or has acquired, purdpued or been allotted by the Government a vacant 
home ;’.*’ 

Qok'wls: Sir, I am willing to accept the amendment moved by 
Mr. Mohan Lai Saksena. - ^ 

Pandit Mnkot Blhsil Lsl Blurgavn: Sir, I beg to withdraw my amendment 
The amendment was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Pandit Balkriflhiut Shsnns: Sir, I beg to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Mr. President: 1 will now put the amendment of Mr. Mohan Lai Rwlr s an n 
The question is: ' 


•‘That after part (e) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the. Bill, the following new nart he 
kuertod and the subsequent pv^e be re-lettered accordingly : 

‘(f) that the tenant after the eommencement of this Act hae t w ilt aoualMd vacant 
possesdon of or been alloUed a suitable reddenoe; or*.*' 

The motion was adopted. 
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mss Msnibsn Ksrs: Su, 1 move: 

“Tl»t •ftor the Provuo to •ub-clauee (1) of CUum 9 of the Bill, the following oew 
Provieo be edJe^, namely : 

‘Provided that after the completion of the neceaiary repaira or rebnildmg the tenant 
evicted under thie clauae ahall have the firat preference for occupation of the 
premisea’. " 

Sir, Clause 9(1; (i) says: 

“that the landlord requlrea the premiaea in order to carry out any building -work— 

(i) at the instance of the Government or the Delhi Improvement Truat in purauance of 

an improvement scheme or development scheme, or 

(ii) because the premises have become unsafe or unfit for baman habitation ” 

Sir, if a tenant is to be evicted under these circuinstonices where certain 
repairs have to be carried out, certainly no one can be against the safety of 
the persons residing. A tenant under such conditions, for the time being, 
may go to a friend’s house, or may go to relative's house for a short time. Is 
It not right that we should allow him to come back to bis own place after the 
necessary repairs are done? I would appeal to the House to accept iny 
amendinent. The fact is that in these hard times if people are compelled to 
leave their houses, they will have absolutely no other place to go to, since all 
farmilicF are overcrowded, not only by relatives but by friends vho come k) 
Delhi. It IS likely that a tenant’s house might require some repairs. The 
repair may take a couple of months time or even six months, and even in six 
months, it may not be possible to get any house on rent m Delhi But when 
tile safety of the house and life are at stake, then the tenants have no other 
alternative but to vacate the house for necessary repairs or reconstruction 
They must get out of the place and give vacant posses'.ion to the landlord. 
In thvt event, under the joint family system which still exists in India today, 
the tenants may pet shelter either at some relatives house, or m some friend's 
house, or in their futhor-in-luw’s house for some time But if those friends 
or relatives did not have the assurance that after a couple of months when 
the Jiouse will be repaired, and their friends will return to their own homes, 
eve.i with the best of intentions in the world, those friends or relatives would 
bo reluctant to give amy shelter to such people This is n genuine difficulty 
that I have mentioned I would therefore request the Honourable Member 
to accept this amendinent 

Mr. President: Amendment moved. 

“That after the proviso to sub-clause (1) of Clause 9 of the Bill, the folloivmg new 
pioviao be added, namely ■ 

1 that after the completion of the necessary repairs or rebuilding the tenant 
evicted under this clause shall have the first preference for occupation of the 
premises’ ’’ 

Mr. B. K. Golcliale; Sir, in the sub-clause as ii stands, I do not see any 
word ‘repair’ The expression used is 'any building work” for which the 
premises have to be vacated There is no question of repairs. The premises 
will h.Twe to be vacated by tenants only if they ate necessary for rebuilding 
purposes. Now. Sir, rebuilding may take six months or eight months or even 
•a year It may take any length of lime. Although T must confess T have 
somj sympathy with the object of the amendment, T feel that after the 
tenant has made his own arrangements for those six months or even a year, 
it is better not to complicate matten, by bringing him back again and giving 
him first preference. If we make provision for so many exceptions—! relied' 
t) this earlier W'hen the Bill was under discussion — if ‘we make provision for 
every exception, then I am afraid the Bill will become encyclopaedic, it vill 
become verv complicated, and we may not be able to kiiow‘wbat will be tW 
consequential amendments that might be required. T am not in a poEitiort 
to accept this .amendment. 
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Mr. PlBSldeat: The quentioit is: 

"Tbat after the ptoViw to Ettb^hittse (1) of CUuae 9 of the BiUi the f<dlowmg new 
Proviso be added, namely : 

‘Provided that after the completion of the necessary repairs or rebnitdi^ the tenant 
evicted under this clause shall have the first preference for occnpation of the 
praises’.” 

Tile motion was negatived. 

z>ala DfiSlibftiidlia Oupta: Sir, 1 move: 

“That to aub-dause (1) of danse 9 of the Bill, before the existing proviso, the follow- 
ing new proviso be inserted, namely : 

‘Provided that no decree for eviction shall be passed on the grounds set forth in 
dames (e) and (i) unless the conrt u satisfied after taking all the facts and 
drcumstances into consideration that it is reasonable to allow such eviction’ ; 
and 

“That in the existing proviso to sab-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill between the words 
Provided' and ‘that’ the word 'further' be inwrted.'’ 

B. K. CMdiale: i accept the amendment. 

«Mr. PresUMst: The question is: 

“That to ^Mi-dause fl) of clause 9 of the Bill, before the e.Tisttaig proviso, the follow- 
ing new ptovieo be inserted, namely : 

‘Prewided that no decree lor evidaoa diaU be passed on the gronnde set forth m 
dauaee (e) and fi) unlem the vourl is satisfied after taking all the facts and 
cir^stances into consideration that it is reasonable to allow sneh eviction’!”, 



The motion was adopted. 

Mir. Sasanloi Bekhat Sanyal: Sir. I move: 

“That sub-clause (4) of clause 9 of the Bill be omitted.” 
Mi. B. K. Gkddude: I accept the amendment. 
Hr. Preeideni: The question is: 

“That sub clause (4) jf clause 9 of the BiD be omitted/' 
The rrotioii was adopted. 


Hr. President: The question is: 

“That clause 9 as amended, stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted, 

(JIause 9 us amended, was added to the Bill. 

ClauAes 10 and 11 were added to the Bill. 

Lala DMhbaadlin Ckipts: Sir, I move: 

“'Ttot in sub-claw (1) of cUuse 12 of the Bill, the words 'Notwithstanding anythin 
contained in afty contract be omitted, and the following be added at the end, namely^ 

. ‘•*«Pj^*“^^.,^here the tenant has undertaken by agreement to keep the premise 

Hr. B. K. Ookhale: .Sir, I accept the ameiidmeni, 

Mr. Prasideat: The question is; 

“• <>> *0 k~p ft. 

The hio^on was adopted. 

HUi HailllML SHa: Sir, I move: 

-aS: t'tR.S.S-f’"” "» '« "*d ■T.dfti. 
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[Miss Maniben Kara.] 

1 am sorry that last njnendnient ol Lala Desbbandhu Gupta has now 
been passed with which 1 disagree. This new clause tor repairs has come aa 
an improvement because it will act as a threat to the landlord. We have 
allowed the landlord to charge extra rent, but at the same time we expect 
that they will do thou duty by the tenants and eflect necessary repairs. I 
do not think it is necessary that there should bo any previous agreement 
before a tenant can carry out the much wanted repairs in his house if the 
landlord has failed, because that is part of the whole contract. As a matter 
o£ fact the clause as it stood would have meant some serious threat to the 
landlord. If the landlord did not carry out the repairs, the tenant would take 
the initiative and carry on with the repairs and charge the landlord to the 
extent of one month in a year as the Bill provides. Now, Sir, my point is 
that the landlord is allowed under the income-tax rules two months in ‘a year 
as exemption for repairs to his property. Even then, they argue that two 
months’ exemption is not enough, because the cost of repairs is now high, 
materials are not available and they have to go to the black market, etc., for 
repairs. But when the tenant carries out repairs, he is given by tiiis Bill only 
one month's rent. Even if we judge the landlord and tenant equally in regard 
to their spending capacity, it will not be justice to allow the ten^t only one 
month’s rent for carrying out repairs. The landlord if he carries out repairs 
IS (illowed two months’ rent, not under iihis Bill but under the income-tax 
rules 

Lala Deshbandhu dupta: Ls it for the purpose of income-tax or for the 
purpose of realisation from the tenants? 

Miss Maniben Kara: It is under income-tax rule that they are allowed 
2 months’ rent for repairs. I am interested 15 finding out the cost of repairs. 
1 have cited this to show what cost the tenant will have to incur for carrying 
out lop.iirs Now, Sir, every one knows that at present the buildings do not 
receive nnv attention from the 1. udlords and are in a very bad condition. 
Even absolute necessities from the hygienic point of view like flush, water, 
etc , are not attended to by landlords under the pretext that 

■ “■ materials are not available ; the landlords are annoyed because of 
rent control, and because the tenants have been there for many years with- 
out paying extra rent. They feel that 'f they inconvenience the tenants sonae- 
how or othc- they, may go out of the place. I know many cases where elec- 
tricity is electric connection is not given, and tenants are subjected to- 
various other hardships by the landlords to provoke them to vacate houses. 
The tenant ’s not anxious to undertake repairs; it is up to the landlords to- 
look after h’s property. Only when the landlord fails to do his duty in this 
respect, the tenant will be compelled to undertake repairs. I, therefore, 
suggest that the tenant should be allowed not one month’s but two months’^ 
rent for repairs and I hope my amendment will be accepted. 

Mr. President: Amendment moved: 

"That in the proviso to lub-claose (2) of clause 12 of the Bill, for the word ‘Twelfth’’ 
the word ‘Sixth’ be substituted.” 

Mr. B. K. Gk>kh8le: Sir, I believe that the P W D do not spend ^more 
than about ft per cent, on annual repairs which is roughly about l/12th, and 
therefore I 'eel that one mtxith is qui^e enough. This is after ell an excep- 
tional proviFmn. Ordinarily we do expect that landlords will keep houses in 
repairs. It is onlv when they do not, that we are proposing that the tenant 
siioulcl be m flo the minimum essential repairs; and for th.'st I think title- 
month ’s ren‘ will he adequate, I am sorry I owmot accept the amendment., 

Maniben Xan: Sir, I do not wish to press this amendment. 
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Mr. PlNride&t: I wish to pamt out that one-sixth or one-tenth would include 
Tory probably the coet oi collection also. So there was an additional charge. 
However, the Honourable Member* wishes to withdraw the amendment. 

The amendment was by leave of the Assembly withdrawn. 

Mr. President: The question is; 

"That clanse 12 as amended, stand part of the BilK 
The motion was adopted. 

' Ml. Tamixuddin Khsn: Sir, 1 move: 

^ “That in tab-clause (2) of clause 13 of the Bill, for the woids ‘three months’ the words 
‘six months' be snbatitnted.” 

I am told that the evil of realising pugree and in the case of certain 
tenants the practice at not vacating without being bribed has become very 
prevalent in Delhi. If that is so, I think that the punishment provided — 
simple imprisonment for 3 months — will cot act » a deterrent. In this 
country, unfortunately, for unsocial acts our Courts avi'ord very lenient punish- 
ment. .Sometimes the provision of the law are at fault; at other times the 
Courts do not realize the gravity of the situation. I think that although the 
Courts ma;^ still persist in that habit and more enhancement of the punish- 
mAt awardable in law may not influence the courts, bub still I think that a 
provision of six months' imprisonment may act as a deterrent. Sir, I move* 

Mr, PrMidant: Amendment moved: 

"That in anb-cleiuie (2} of clause 13 of the Bill, for the worde 'three months’ the words 
'six months' be snbetitated " 

Mr. B. K, Ookhale: Sir, the original provision was for a fine of Ks 1,000 
and six months imprisonment. The Select Committee considered th»-at greet 
length and decided that where a landlord has realized say Ks. 6,000 or Rs. 

10.000 as pugree it would be quite inadequate to fine him Rs. 1,000, and 
therefore the provision has now beer amended to enable the Court to realize 
the entire amount of pugree and a fine of Rs. 1,000, in addition. So if Rs. 

20.000 has been charged as pugree, the Court can now impose a fine of Rs. 

21,000. That is a substantial punishment When we come to the question 
of imprisonment, it is really m the nature of a stigma for an unsocial act; it 
is not a question of 3 months, or 6 months, but even 1 month’s on-ior the 
matter of that even one day’s imprisonment will be quite enough as a stigfna. 
What we propose to do is to realize the whole amount of pugree plus Rs. 1,000 
and also imprison for 3 months for committing the unsocial act I think. 
Sir, that 8 months is quite enough for the needs of the situation, and I oppose 
the amendment. i 

Shri Sri FrakMS: How do vou know how much pugree has been pdid? 

Mr. Prssldent; The question is: 

“That ’in sub-clause (2) of clause 13 of the Bill, for the words 'three months’ the words 
'six months’ be substiiiUted.’’ 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. Presidtnt: The question is: 

"That clause 13 stand part of the Bill" * 

The motion was adopted 
Clause 13 was added to the Bill. 

Mr.. Bretiidenl: Clause 14.— There are two amendments by Messrs.. Sahyal 
and Tiimizuddin. They are negativea of tiie Miginal, and Hcmourable Mem- 
bers can- oppose the clause. Miss Manlben Kora. - - 
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Miss Maniben Kara: Sir. ] move. 

“That m claase 14 of the Bill, the following iiew sub-clause be inserted as sub-clause {1) 
and the existing clause be re-numbered as sub-clause (2) : 

'(1) All suits for uvictipn of tenants under tins Act may be determined by any Court 
wjiich woula have ordinarily jurisdiction to hear and decide a suit for eviction 
of a tenant fiom the premises in respect of which the question arims'.” 

is a \L‘i\ imjioit.mt amentliiieiifc. lu the. ouginal Bill this clause was 
iiob there All eases of dmputei, wsrv reierrod to Civil Courts, but the Select 
C( iiimittcf; has etiauged tins eliiuse Their anxiety is that there should be no 
delay ill deciding tlu- disputes between landlords and tenants. While appre- 
ciating this anviety, I wish to point out that by bringing cases of. evictiija 
hetor? a Small Cause Court, the tenants will be put to a very great dis- 
advantage. Jn these Courts the proeeedings are summary. The tenants 
cannot bring forward witnesses, cbidences are not recorded and it will be on 
raip occasions w hen the decision of such courts will be in favour of the tenants. 
I feel, Sir, that eviction clause is the most important and vital clause of the 
Bill and we should afford* every iiossible facility to both the parties to bring 
forward their cose before .i Civil Court I share the anxiety of my friends that 
other disputes should bo decided us early as ^lossible mid may be referred to 
ihe Small Causes Cfmrt, and that is why I harve not moved my first amend- 
ment. - In this connection f had ar talk with my Honourable friend, Mr. 
jJiiokhftle, and I think be shund my anxietv that the tenants should be given 
full o[)portuiiitv to bring their witnesses before the Court in cases of evictions 
and they should have the right of appeal. I hope that since he shAred my 
anxiety on this subject he will have no hesitation to meet me half-way. I 
say that only cases where the qiieslion of eviction is involved, that they should 
ho referred to the Civil Courts, the rest (A the dispute* may go to the Small 
C.iusch Courts. If this is not accepted, great injustice will be done. After 
',11, the most impoitimt chaise in the whole Bill, I think, is not as much the 
increnfp. Of rent as the an.xietv in regard to eviction. People are not so much 
werraJd because they may have to pay Rs. 5 or Rs. 10 more, but they are 
anxious that nothing should be passed in this House as a result of which thev 
maj I'o.*® the possession of their houses or business premises. Number of 
arn<*ndlTipnts have befen therefore moved to the eviction clause. Therefore T 
say that wc should give our very serious consideration to this aspect of the 
(]iicsti)n, and justice should be done to both the narties by giving them an 
ample opportunity to present their case before a proper court, and .not hastilv 
decide the cases of eviction. This point may be more ably argued by one who 
16 . a hrvyer, and who 6an understand the implicatio'is of bringing such cases 
befort the Small Causes Court. I submit Sir, that you with vour vast 
experience a.s a lavUrver will also appreciate the point that 1 have tried to make 
I hope that the Honourable Member will accept mv amendment. 

Mr. President: AmeiidWieht moved: 

'•Tluit in clause 14 of the Bill, the fnllovving new suh-elauje be mserted as aab-blailta (1) 
md the existing clause be Te-numbered as sub-clause \2) : 

‘(i) All suiU for eviction of tenants under this .4rt may be deteimined by any Coiirt 
which would have ordinarily jurisdiction to bear and decide a suit fop eviction 
of a tenant from the premises in respect of which the question arises'.^’ 

Sreejat Bobfni SanUr Obaudhuri (Assam Valley Non-.\ruh.immftdaiB: I 
read in this amendment a protest against cognisance of suits under the Bil^ by 
the Stiiall Causes Cobrt and to that extent the amendment which has been put 
before the HouSs has my sympathy. A reference to the Small Causes Court 
hai recalled to my memory all the horrors of such Courts. It has reminded 
at the ordM.1 I had to undergo as a junior member of th6 lAjgal 

{titoM. Sir, the stdra attitude whibh .a Judge of the Small Causes Ck^ pife 
on, his tr.diffwence to the evidence yfhieh is bding taken in his Cdl^ 
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hurried way in which a witness is jostled cut o£ the witnessi.hox, and the un- 
ceremonious manner in which another witness is put into the witness box, the 
commencement of the writing of the judgment by the Judge before the learned 
pleaders have even begun their argument, the chorus of arguments which is 
made by lawyers appearing on both sides unheeded by the Court, and then the 
passing of the orders while the arguments of the pleadei's are still going on 
and the exultant appearance of the victorious pleader and the client, as well 
as the support which is given by the Clerk of the Court amd other ofilcials — 
all tJiese Sir, are unforgetuble pictures E^en now, I feel unnerved by the 
recollection of what happened then and I feel like collapsing But I am 
afraid many of the Honourable Members of this House have no experience of 
the Small Causes Court. But some might hav» experience of what is known 
•Hi Summary Court Martial. 

Permit me, Sir, to digress a bit to illustrate my point Once 1 had the 
opporcvmity of appearing in the defence of an ux-ciised befoie a Sunmiai'y 
Court Martial. The case for the prosecution was that he was in possessum of 
certain blankets belonging to the American -Vrmy, The" evidence was gone 
into. In \am did I try to cross-examine and point out that the man had lo 
knowledge of the contents of the trunk where the blankets v\eie found .uid 
that lie was not in dishonest possession Well both myself and cJienb 
w'eiv ti’einbling before the ordeal. Foitun.dely the wite of the accused was 
called as a witness by the defence and the wife said that these things wore 
in her possession without the knowledge of the husband uiul they were loft 
there by a voung soldier whose corning to the house was not known to the 
luisbtjLtid Tins bit of e\idenee somehow stiuok the liner chords of the voung 
officer who presided over the court and to my greatest surprise I found that 
tile aeciised w'as acquitted As soon as the oidci w.’s jMssed both myselt ind 
iny client rim away from the jireinses of the ('.iiiit (’oiisidenng niy age .iiid 
my size, the House will certainly admit that J did a loiy fine job I reached 
th ! strootn before my client. 

These Summary C<aut Martiale and Small Causes Courts arc not fui 
removed fioin each otliei so far as the speed with which the judgments are 
delivered It will be said that this evil can be leinedied by providing foi an 
appeal 1 a&k those who hold this view to reuli/i vdiai cfEoeb it will have on 
the yniyll Court judges in those provinces wliieli will be affected’’ Do they 
realise that this invasion of the rights of the Small (jauM's Courts to have no 
appeal against their decision may hniig about sympathetic strike of the Small 
Court judges throughout India? Do they realise that in appeal trom » deci- 
sion where no evidence is recorded, where proceedings arc not oonducted in 
a regular manner, will be an appeal without any meaning and foundation? 
It will only give rise to affid-rvits and counter-affidavits which ctmnit be be- 
lieved by thfc t’ouri 1 am saying this to show that the provision ol an ajiiicdl 
is entirely riieanmgless It is better to omit this clause altogether In tins 
connectii'ii I may point out that m the rent control orders which w'ere promul- 
gated by ordinance, they provided for an appepl. The decisi. ii of the Deputy 
Cotninissioner was subject to an apjieal to the Commissioner But in this 
piece of legi-lation we do iit/l litid any such provision. If the whole imilter 
has to be decided by the Small Causes Court that means the parties are depriv 
ed of the right of appeal. It is not so much the result or the decision of the 
Court which makes me apprehensive. The decision of the Court may not 
always be agginst the tenant nor against the landlord. A- pool landlord may 
sonie.times lose against a rich tenant in a Small Causes Court and a ricli 
tenant may win.' It is not the decision that matters but th^ risks to whioh 
the parttes^ are subjected. 

Ifr. KuhttounA^ (Fatna and Chota Na^ur pum, Orissa; Muham- 

rnaiaii): 1 rise to support the amendment moved By ^apiben Kara. I 
need not dwell on the status of the Small Causes Court nor heed T comment 



[21st Mab. -1947 


2312 LB018LAT1VB ASSWIBLY 

[Mr. Mul^aounad Nauman.J 
on their proceeding. Probably his experience of Assam would not convince 
everyone, that the same story is repeated in Delhi. But what I want to 
impress is that the question of eviction is the majc* question in the whole of 
thw Bill. There is a, great anxiety on the part of the tenants to see that this 
particular clause Js not executed in a iiianiier which wall make it more embar- 
rassing for them tliaii anything else I oidy want to tell this House thtrt if 
the eviction is decided in a Small Causes Court, then the question of appeal 
is one which is very important and iii tliis case it will be an mipediment against 
the decision w'hich will be taken by the Small Causes Court. Good, b^, or 
mdifferent, 1 am not concerned and I am not going to suggest anything about 
the Small Causes Court as was suggested by the previous speaker from his 
own experiences in Assam But I want to impress on the House that it is 
definitely better that m a matter like this the jurisdiction is given to the 
Qeiitrnl Court and not to the Small C.auses Conn where the proceedings are 
more on summary lines. 

Mr. Sasaaka Sekhar Sanyal: I want to add a few words to what has already 
been spoken on the amendment I understand that the amendment which 
is to be moved by Mr. Ghani is acceptable to Government. Before that stage 
coiiif's, 1 would offer my suggestions to the House ap whole. Appeal power 
is proposed to be given against a decision of the summary court We know 
that the powers exercised by a higher court are only on question of law and 
_ i»Qt of fact. 99 per cent, of the disputes m the original trial courts are on 
questions of fact such as the cotivenieuoe of the landlord, the suitability of 
Uie landlord's accommodation, etc. In view of the amendment which has 
been accepted (the amendment moved by Mr Gupta) other questions of 
rensonahleiiess will also be cesnsidered But all these are entirely questions 
of fact When W'e provide for summary trials ns suggested and then we pro- 
vide appellate jurisdiction, it should be remembered that the higher court 
will deal with questions of law and will interfere only when there is an error 
or misdirection in the louei court. 

Mr. President: 1 .im afraid the Honournble Member has m view the cases 
of revision which .are ordinarily permissible under the Code of Civil Procedure 
These will stand on a different fooung from appeals 

Mr. Sasaaka Sekhar Sanyal: If really appeal power which is different from 
and independent of revisional power is proposed to be given, the words have 
to be recast That is my submission. 

Mi. President; The wording as it stands is not clear to me In fact T 
wanted to raise that point The Honourable Member may make his sugges- 
tion 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: My fear is that on the question of facts it is 
very difficult to unsettle the decision of summary courts unless the superior 
court is to be given the power to reopen questions of fact. There are several 
points involved. The original trial court will not record evidence in exfenao. 

SJt. W. V. OadgU (Bombay Central Division- Non-Muhammadan Eural) 
Thp subalance is recorded. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Substance means a little portion and then so 
far as the other witnesses are concenied “as above, us above” is recorded. 
Therefore the evidence which is rewarded -will practically be the gist of the 
ixrpressiou made upou the' mind of the judge by the bulk of the witnesses. 
The appeal court- is entirely at the mercy of the impression of the lower court. 

Coming to the decisions of the suinmarv courts, it is known to every body, 
including yckirself, Bir, that summary .trials are different from other trials iri 
this respect that 90 per cent, of the oases are decided in favour of the 
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RpplicRntb. My friend, Mr. Chundrigar yesterday claimed to be a lawyer and 
1 recognise his claim. I appeal to him also to understend that in criminal 
trials a summary trial means a summary conviction, except in very exceptional 
cases where there is an acquittal as in, the case which my friend Mr. Bohini 
Kuniur Ohaudhury related, where the wife came to the rescue of the husband. 

Coming to the safeguards I will give only one example as to how trials 
take place. There was a suit for a handnote. I happened to be a junior for 
the defendant in a case. The plaintiff’s claim was based on a handnote for 
a sum of rupees. The plaintiff was a Kabuli and illiterate. He could not 
read Bengalee in which tiie handnote was written. There was no witness to 
attest thi. payment Every thing was finished. The plaintiff’s pleader went 
away in despair and in the verandah of the court there was a tussle between 
the plaintiff and his pleader The former thought that the latter 
was incompetent. The suit was taken up at 2 pm. and at about 
2-30 p.m. I was anxious to know what happened to my client’s case. I went 
in and heard ,that a decree was given for paddy. It is an extreme case no 
doubt hut things are done so more or less in a summary fashion. If you take 
statistics ycAi will find that m the civil, criminal or revenue court 96 per cent, 
of the cases are decided in favour of the applicant, plaintiff, petitioner or 
complainant If we really mean to give a right of appeal to the aggrieved 
party, the least that we ought te do is to give a regular procedure. Even in 
this Bill in ihe case of criminal prosecution for pvgri money it is not left to 
eummury trial. I want the attention of the Honourable Member in charge to 
the fact that so fai as prosecutions of either landlords or tenants are concerned 
in the matter of pugn money no recourse is had to sUihmary procee^ngs but 
it is left to ordinary tiials If we are giving the benefit of ordinary trial to 
the parties in a cViininnl mutter like unfair premium, whv in the same Bill 
we are having recourse to summary trials in the matter of enhancement of 
Tent. Therefore, Sir, let us not only have an appeal but a provision for 
Tigiilar trial. 

Sri T. y. SaUkopachail (Tanjore cum Tncbinopoly ; Non-Mubommadan 
Euial). Sir, 1 am afraid I am unable to agree with my lawyer friend’s sugges- 
tion. If you really want a speedy justice m all these matters, it is better 
that there is summary procedure and I do not think that really a Small Causes 
Court is careless in the disposal of cases. So far aa iny I’rovinoe is concerned 
1 jiave found them to he presided ovei by experienced judges. We have judges 
of a particular cadre and a particular length of service and not jumor muusiffs 
“to preside over Small Cause Courts We want on the one hand speedy 
justice and on the other hand We want also that parties to causes should as 
far as possible be safeguarded and they should have the services of au 
exjurieuced lawyei at their disposal In the interests of both sides I think 
it is better that appeals and second appeals are not allowed. As a matter of 
fact there are some tenancy hiw'- like the Madras Estates. Land Act in the 
Madras Province The trial in the first instance is held by a Deputy Collector 
in the division or the district They aie suits of a summary nature and the 
evidence is not recorded but notes of evidence are taken At the same time 
there are appeals jirovided for and the appeals are regular affairs. There are 
not only first and second appeals, there are also appeals to the Privy Council 
'find some of them have laid down the law in no unmistakable terms. There 
have been classic judgments on appeals from such Bummory trials. I would 
Ray thai speedy justice requires a summarv procedure to be adopted and at the 
flame time an appeal should bo given The jurisdiction to try suite of a parti- 
cular nature is defined in this douse and if necesKury a safeguard may be 
imposed that the judge who presides over such courts ought to be of such and 
■such length of service or qualification. That I believe would be suflBcient 
to assure mv friends that correct justice is done to the partieg. 

sjt. v. y oitdga: i would suggest to the Government to consider seriously 
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uhsther tlie landlord should bo sc much helped as to secure for him b sunatnarjt 
decision. Would it not bo better to go back to the original provisions con- 
tained in the Bill as it was introduced, vie., clauses 12, 13 and 14 ? 

DesbbRUdJia Gupta (Delhi: General): (The Honourable Member spoko 
in Hindustani. For Hindustani text see Appendix to the Debates for the 
21st March 1947 English trunsiutiou given below, — Ed. of D.) 

Sir, My object by this amendment is that as restrictions have 
been placed on the landlords there must be some sort of assur- 
ance on this head at least that legal proceedings will not be 
dragged lor yeais at a stretch This Act is being enacted for two years. 
There are cascb iieiiding ii. the court for the last many years and thousands 
of rupees aie spent by the puities. For this very object the following pro- 
vision is made m Khan Abdul Ghuui Khan's amendment, “shall be appeal- 
able to the Court ot Justice ’’ I take it that m appealable oases all the neces- 
sary eiKlenet will be taken 'riiorcfoie, if desired it nuiy be put hke this: 

‘ builuble evidence may be recorded’’ 1 think this will carry, out the object 
othervMbj lU the Jaeo ol the two ^oars limitation the Civil Proceduru Code 
has no meaning 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Sir, the piovision in the oiigiual Bill was contamed 
in clauses 12, 13 and 14 In clause 12 we had provided that ordinuiily all 
suits lor eviction .vliould go to the ordinary civil court, except as may be other- 
wise pr(,vided by lules made under the next clause. Now, the next clause 
gave powers to the High Court with the coneuirence of the Chief CtAnmis- 
blOlU L to 

"Make lule* to iletermine tlie clasaes of courts which shall have power to hear and 
decide original cases, appeals and applications for revision and to^ deal with jsxe^tion pro- 

conferred by eub section (1) shall include powei to deteimine in what circumstances the- 
parties shall have a right to appeal or appl, loi leview or revision in cases under this Act, 
and further to determine how and by whet authority, it shall be decided whether nny jiarti* 
cular case shall be deemed to be a case under this .Act (3) All rules made under thi* 
section shall be published in the official Oa/ette ’’ 

Th ' next clause provided that 

"The pioMsions ot tliia Act and of any rules made under section 15 shall, m respect ot 
any case und^r this Act, have effect notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the Code of 
Civil Piocediire, 1908, or any othci law.” 

'i'll. it was a veiy eoniprehensive aiul flexible provision which would have 
iilliivved the High Couit and the Chief ('omiiUBSioner between them to allow 
several variations and to provide a speedy procedure, a very expeditious 
metlijd ot dealing with other eouiplicated cases That wc thought, Sir, was 
a very sahitai-y jirovision But when the matter was discussed in Select ('om- 
niiltee the rna|oiity of members felt that all these provisions should be given 
up in favour of the ordinarv Small Cause Courts Therefore the clause us it 
now’ stands in the revised draft came to he inserted in pluee of the original 
three eliiuses 1 must confess that I was very unhappy with this clause; and 
siru-e the Select Committee Deport we luiv’e been having discussions and an 
ar.iomhnent has been tabled whicli I would have accepted but for the debate 
which lias now taken place which has changed the whole aspect of things. 
That amendment provided that in all eviction cases, there should be an appeal 
to the District Judge That w’ould have partly met the difficulty, but I quite 
se ' that it does not wholly meet the situation. A Small Cause Court does* 
not record evidence and an .apjieal may be infructuous 1 quite see the diffi- 
ciiltv, and I am perfectly willing to be guided by the wishes of the House. 
Tf the House so desires, I suggest that we go back to the original three clauses 
in suh.stitution of the present clause; but T leave myself entirely in the hands 
of the House 

J would just like to add that the actual amendment which has been, moved 
by Miss Kara cannot possibly be accepted as it stands, because the wording 
requires changes. ..." 

An BdnolBMbl* Member: You mav recast the wordings as you idte. - 



DELHI AND AJMEB-MSHWABA- BENT CONTROL BILL 231&- 

Msii MaollNB Kbm: In view of the speech of the Honourable Member^ 
if he is willing to restore the original clauses, I would be willing to withdraw 
my apiendmeut. 

Mr. PlMidRat; I am not prepared to entertain a conditional application 
for leave to withdraw the amendment. It must be absolute. For aught I 
knov' the Honourable Member may change his mind or he may not have 
made up his maid. The position therefore is that the amendment is before 
the House. 

1 was just eoiibidering as to whether in substance, though not in fonn, the 
amendment is different from the opposition to the chruse If the idea is to^ 
have concurrent jurisdiction, the Small Cause Couit will also have jurisdiction, 
m cei tain classes of cases If the idea is* to have something mtermediate, 
then tlie previous procedure is there I do not wish to express my opinion 
aiij further except to say that the Small Cause Courts are rather treated un- 
justl\' in the course of Uiis discussion. 

Sjt. N. V. Oadgil: Will you permit me. Sir, to move that for clause 14, 
tho original clauses 12, 13 and 14 be substituted? 

Mr, President: I am afraid they will have to be put together as one section 
Is the House substantially agreed on that? 

Lala Seshbandhu Oupta: With your permission, Sir, I would still oppose 
the suggestion that has been made now. I am quite agreeable to the sugges- 
tion thal so far as eviction cases are concerned they may be appealable or they 
may be tried by ordinary court. So far as the question cf jniyments is con- 
cerned I do not think it would be fair to tho landlords to send those cases 
again to the civil court That has been the chief emnplaint of the Inndloula — 
that Iheir rents have not been realised fe.r years When we have tightened 
up the landlord so much 1 do not theretoie think it m fair that w'e go h.ick 
to tho same lengthy procedure of taking those eises to the civil court My 
fiicnd Mr Sonj.il was also of tliat opinrm Therefore i would limit this 
question of eviction oiil\ to the civil courts and not tlie entire cise. That has 
not been the demand at all It we le.ive tho question of framing the rules 
to the Local Gm ernment,_ it means that we will be reviving the Bent Con- 
trollers’ regime Up till now all these cases have been tried by the Bent 
Controller and the Bent Controller invaiiablv has not been even a judicial 
m.in Therefore 1 say we must d.'fine it definitely that all cases except the 
eviction cases go to the Small Causes Court 

Mr. Pra«ideat: If it is pemnssible for the Chair to make it suggestion, 
what appears to me to be tbo position this. 1 do U(,t know anything about 
the constitution and the jurisdiction of the yuiall Causes Courts m the Pro- 
vinces of Delhi and Ajmer-Meiwaia. But from what 1 know' from Bombay, 
all money suits will be cognizable by the Small Causes Court All suits for 
eviction will be outside the scope of the Small Causes Court 1 do not know 
whether the position here is identical ami perhaps the Secietary for the Legal 
Depaitment may be able to enlighten us as to what the position is. If that 
is so, then I think there is a substantial agreement in the House, as I se** 
that all suits for rent may go to Small Causes Courts and suite for eviction 
iifiRy go to ordinary courts. H tlia.t is the consensus of oiuiuon m the House, 
unless the Small Causes Court in Delhi can also take eoguizanoe of suits in 
respeeb of immoveable properties, the best courae seems to be to drop this 
clause. 

Bohtei Komar OhaudliilH: Under the ordinary law a rent siiif. 
however small, is not triable by a Small Cause Court. 

^***^®**^*' That is oo^ 80 . I can definitely say about Bombav It 
all depends on the legal nositiou and the jurisdiction of tfie Court of Smalt 
Causes in’ the provinces of Delhi and Ajmer-Merwara. 
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Sri T. V. Sitslwpacluurl: The Presidency Small Cause Court Aot I believe 
-applies to Delhi also. 

Mr. President: We must pass this Bill by 4-30 or 5 p.m. If th® Honour- 
able Member for Government is agreeable, what I would suggest is this. Let 
us now go on to clause 15 and the further provisions of the BiU. lu the 
meanwhile the Department may lodi into the position about the jurisdiction 
of the Small Cause Courts. If the legal position is found to be that the Small 
Cause Courts will have no jurisdiction whatever in the matter of eviction and 
will have jurisdiction only in matters relating to pecuniary claims, then the 
mattec will have to be reconsidered 

Mr. Shava>' A. Lai (Government of India. Nominated Official); This may 
"be held over for some time 

Mr. President: Verv well. 1 am now proceeding with clause 16 

The question is: 

“That clausa 1^ stand part of tha Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 15 was added to the Bill 

Till- First Schedule was added to the Bill 

Mr, PresWlent: The Second Schedule. There are amendments to this. 

Miss Maaiben Kara: Sir, with your permission I shall move Nos. 44 and 45 
‘together. They are inter-related. I move* 

“That in Part A of the Second Srbedule to the Bill, part (c) (ii) of paragrapk 1 W 
.omitted’’, and 

“That in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in paragraph 2 for the words and 
Ifiguies '2nd day of June 1944’, the words and figures ‘let day of November, ISSO* he 
substituted ’’ 

The clause as it stands means that those houses which have been built 
lifter the Bent Control Bill of 1939 and between 1940 and 1944 will be subjected 
to the increment under this Bill My contention is that when the rents were 
controlled in 1939 they wore controlled taking into consideration the scarcity of 
place, and also the difficulties of getting material. - 1939 was regarded as a 
standard rent year after taking into consideration the scarcity of place and 
various other difficulties Buildings that w’ere built after that time were 
already charging or have charged high rents I definitely know that those 
buildings that were put up in 1941, 1942 and 1943 were free of any control 
and that being the case there was nothing to prevent the landlords from 
charging any rent they liked, taking advantage of the scarcity of the place 
One of the reasons for the heartburning among the landlords is that the rent 
of a house which was rented till 1939 was fixed, and in the case of houses 
built in the same vicinity, if not next door, the rents are three or four times 
nioie Now, in the ease of those people who are already paying four times 
more, \ou are allowing a further increase. This will not be fair in the cases 
of those tenants who first rented houses after 1939 The argument put for- 
w.ird is that we are excluding those buildings which were built after 1944. 
But there are other reasons for their exclusion. Assuming that a house in 
1939 was rented for Es ,50 and a similar house built in 1940 or 1941 is already 
charged something like Rs. 100, will it be right to say that people paying 
■Ks 100 should also pay increased rent according to the present Bill? I there- 
fore suggest that all the houses that were built before 1944 should not be 
subjected to this increase and the rents should be increased only in those 
cases where the landlords wore not allowed to .have any increment on account 
of the rent control in 1989 The reply given to one of the sug^estionB made 
Ey Mr. Joshi yesterday was that if an exorbitant rent was charged, then ii 
was open to the tenant to go to the Rent Controller and have a proper teuf 
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fixed. We all know that the tenants are neither educated nor have they the 
time to go to the Eent Controller. 

Mr, Preaideiit: The Honourable Member is going over the eame ground 
which has been dealt with once or twice already. The understanding was that 
amendments were to be put and explained shortly. 

Miss Kara: I just wanted to point out the two cases and bring to 

the notice of the members that the assumption that the rents were the same 
in both cases is not true. It will not be right for us to only exclude houses 
built affer 1944 and allow the rent to be increased for those buildings that 
were built between 1940 and 1943. I, therefore, suggest that those buildings 
also should be excluded because we all know from experience that the rents 
of those buildings are definitely higher than of those buildings that were built 
in 1939. With these words, I move my amendments. 

Mr. Prutdsnt: Amendments moved: 

•‘That in Part A of the Second Schedule to tha BiU, part (e) (n) of paragi-aph 1 be 
omitted” ; and ^ 

‘‘That in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, m paragraph 2 for the words and 

figures ‘2nd day of June 1944’, the words and figures ‘1st day of Nov«ber, WSO* be 

aubstitutcd.” , 

Mr B. K. Ookhale: Sir, 1 am unable to accept both the amendments. 

Mias Manlben , Kara: I beg leave of the House to withdraw my amend- 

The amendment s were by leave of the Asstinbly 

Pandit Mnkut Bihail Lai Bhargava: Sir, 1 move 

“That in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, m paragraph 2, the word ‘first’ be 

‘‘lliet in Part B of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in paragraph 2, the word ‘first’ be 

omitted ” , . 

Mr. Preaident; Aniendments moved 

‘‘That m Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, m paiagraph 2, the word ‘first’ be 
omitted” , and 

‘‘That in Part B of the Second Schedule to the Bill, m paragraph 2, the word ‘first’ be 
omitted.” 

Mr. B. K, Ookhale: Sir, 1 accept both the amendments 

Mr. President: The question is. 

‘‘That in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, lu paragraph 2, the word ’first’ be 
omitted": and 

"That m Part B of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in paragraph 2, the word ‘first’ be 
omitted.” 

The motion was adopted 

Miss Manlben Kara-: Sir, I move. 

"That in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in part (a) of paragraph 3, for tha 
figures ‘I24 per cent’., the figures '64 per cent’ be substituted 

Sir, as you will see, 1 have not cared to move any amendments in the 
increase of rent of those people whose capacity to pay has also increased. My 
amendment will only affect those people who are paying lls 25 a month nud 
beliw. The argument advanced yesterday by many of my friends here w'lis 
that the earning capacity of the workers has increased because they are 
getting the dearness allowance and higher wages I can say from my experi- 
ence of working in the labour that the real wages of the workers have fallen. 
If the workers are receiving more wages, they are not being paid equal to tha 
cost of living which has increased by 260 per cent. It is not riAt to say 
therefore, that the workers we getting more. I. therefore, feel that the 64 
■ 4 p K. power strata of the peorie may ba 

’ accepted by my Honourable friend. 
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Prefldant: Amendment moved: 

•‘Th*t in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in pert {») of paragreph 3, for the 
fiffureg ‘12i per cent'., the flguree ‘6i i 

lb. B. K. Ookluae; Sir. 1 ai 


r cent’ ^ eabgtituted.” 

1 unable to accept the amendment. 


lb. PreEldent: The question is: 

“Thet in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in part (a) of paragraph 3, for the 
figures ‘12i per cent’ , the figures ‘6i pei cent’ be substituted ” 

The motion was negatived. 

Mr. PreMdent: Mr, Deshbandhu Gupta 

"Mir. B. K. Q-Oklutlft: 1 think there is one ainendiiieut in niy name whiob 
should come lirst 

Mr. PreEidont: I liave got these aniondments listed according to the vanoua 
places in reference in the Bill itself So, 1 am proceedmg with the order of 
the Bill rather than the order m which the amendments have been printed. 
The Hononrablc Meniher's amendment will come next to Mr Guta’s 

Lala De^bandbu Oupta; Sn, 1 move- 

“That in Part A of the Second Schedule to the Bill after paragiaph 4, the following now 
paragraph be added, iianiely : 

‘5 Wliere the picinises in lespect of which rent is payable, not being premises to 
which paiagiaph 2 applies, aie used primanly ns losideme and partly for bnsmess 
or profession, the standaid lent of the premises shall be the mean of the rent 
as calculated undei paragraphs 3 and 4’ ” 

Mr. President: Ameiulment moved 


“That 111 Pait A of the Second Sthedule to the Bill after paragraph 4, the following new 
paragraph be added, namely . 

‘5 Where the pienuaes iii lespect of which rent is pavable, not being premises to 
which paragraph 2 .ipplies, aie used primaiily as residence and partly toi biisiiiess 
or profession, the staiidaid rent of the pieiniscs shall lie the mean of the rent 
.13 calculated undei paragraph-s 3 and 4’ ’’ 

Mr. B. K. Gckhale: Su, I accept the aiiieiidiiicnt, but I ’suggest that in 
pi, ice of the not'd ‘partly’ llic word ‘mcidenttJK ’ be substituted, otherwise there 
will he gi'eat difficulty in certain cases 

Lala Besbbandliu Oupts: I have no objection. 

Mr, President; When we arc going to change the word ‘partly’ by ‘inoi- 
dentally’, 1 think it would be better if we also cliange the word ‘primarily’ 
by ‘ iiiainh, ’ 

Mr. B. K. GOkbale; I h.uc no objection 

Mr. President: Then, 1 will put the amendment m the altered form The 
question IS 

“That in Poit A of the Second Schedule to the Bill after paragraph 4, the following new 
nai.igrapb be added, namely • 

‘5 Where the pieimses in lespect of which rent is payable, not being premises to 
which paiagiaph 2 atiplies, are used mainly as residence and incidentallv for 
husmess or piofession, the .standard rent of the premises shall be the mean of the 
1 ent as call iiinteil undei paragraphs 3 and 4’ ’’ 

The motion wus .idopted - 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: Sir, T move 

“That in Part B of the Second Schedule to the Bill, in paragraph 2, for the words and 
figures ‘12th day of November, 1946’, the wools and figures ’2Dd day of June 1944 be 
substituted'’ 

The object is merely to correct a iiiistske W'hich occurred in print 

Mr. President: The question is: 



The motion was adopted. 
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TrftU Sedibandliu Oupto: -Sir, 1 move: 

“That in Part B of the Second Schedule to the Bill after Paragraph 4, the following new 
aragraph be added, namely : 

■5 Where the preiuieea m leepecl of r-hich rent is payable, not teing premises to 
which paragraph 2 applies, are used mainly ae resident and incidentally for 
business or profession, the standard rent of the premises shall be the mean ot tne 
rent os calculated under paragraphs 3 and 4‘ ” 

Mr. B. K. Qokhalt: I accept the amemlment 


Mr. Pl«Mdtat: The question is: 

“That in Part B of the Second Schedule to the Bill after Paragraph 4, the following new 
paiaytaph be added, namely : 

‘5. Where the premises, m respect of which rent is payable, not being premises to 
which paragraph 2 applies, ai-e used munly as residence and incidentally for 
business or profession, the standard rent of the premises shall be the mean of, the 
rent as calculated under paragraphs 3 and 4’ ” 

The motion was adopted. » 

Mr. PrfMdaUt: The question is: 

“That the Second Schedule, as amended, itahd'psH of the Bill.’’ 

The motion was adopted. 

The Second sohecliile, as amended, was added to the Bill 

The Third Schedule was added to thq. Bill. 

Sjt. K. Y. aadgU: Sir, I move: 

“That for danse 14 of the Bill the following be substituted, namely : 

‘14. (1) Except as may be otherwise provided by rules made under sub-section (2), 
any question which under this Act is to be determined by the court may be 
datermuied by any court which would have jurisdiction to hear and decide a 
. auit for eviction of a tenant from the premises in respect of which the question 
arieee. 

(2) With the concurrence of the Chief Commissioner, the High Court may make rules 
to determine the classes of courts which shall have power io hear and decide 
original cases, apiieals and applications for revision and to deal with execution 
proceedings under this Act and the procedure to be followed by them. 

13) The power conferred by sub-section (2) shall include power to determine in what 
circumstances the parties shall have a right to appeal or apply for review over 
revision in caMs under this Act, and further tc determine how and by what 
authority it shall be decided whether any particular case shall be deemed to 
be ‘ a case under this Act. 

(4) All rules made under sub-section (2) shall be published in the ofBcial gazette. 

(5) The provisions of this Act and of any rules made under sub-section (21 shall, in 

respect tf any egse under this Act, have eSect notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, or any other law’.’’ 

This substantially meets the point of view that was put forward by my 
Honourable friend Lala Deshbandbu Gupta because it will be left to the Com- 
missioner and the High Court to have several categories of cases, some may 
be tried by ordinary procedure m ordinary courts, in some cases the procedure 
may be summary. Complaint was made in the course of the discussion that 
in the matter of eviction, there should not be summary trial, which will neces- 
sitate naturally not' recording ■ of much evidence and the consequential difficul- 
ties for tire appellate court to come to any correct appraisal of the facts. I 
submit that the scheme that was adopted originally in the Bill and which tiiis 
amendment revives should serve the purpose of those sections who have tabled 
various amendments. 

Vi. smuak What is the provision regarding rent disputes? 

S|t. Vt Y. flftdfU; Buies will be fi«mbd by the High OOtirt Yith idid 
rurrence of the Commissioner. 


eon- 
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Mr, PrMld»nt: Amendment moved; 

“That for elauw 14 of th« Bill the following be substituted, namely : 

‘14. (1) Except as may be otherwise provided by rulei made nnder eub-eection (S), 
any question which under this Aa ia to be determined by the court may be 
determined by any court which would have jurisdiaion to hear and decide a 
suit for evittuon of a tenant from the premisM in reepeet of which the question 
arises. 

(2) With the concurrence of '.ho Chief Commissioner, the High Court may make rulea 

to determine the classes of courts which shall nave powjr to hoar and decide 
original cases, sppeils and applications for revision and to deal with execution 
proceedings nnder this Act and the procedure to be followed by them. 

(3) The power conferred by sub-section (2) shall include power to determlae in what 

circumstances the parties shall have a right to appeal, or apply for review over 
revision in cases under this Act, and further to determine how and by what 
authority it shall be decided whether any particglar case shall be deemed to 
he a case under this Act. 

(4) All roles made nnder sub-section (2) shall be published in the official gazette. 

(5) The provisions of this Act and of any rulea made under sub-sec^on (21 shall, in 

respect of any case under thA Act. have eifect notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1906, or any other law’.’’ 

Pandit Mnkttt Bihari Lai Bhaisava: 1 am afraid the amendment moved 
by my Honourable friend Mr. Gadgil will complicate matters. If it is the 
intention of the House that ordinary cpurts should have jurisdiction then 
section 14 will be amended and it may be said that ther ordinary courts may 
have jurisdiction. It is not necessary at all that the High Court and the 
Chief Commissioner should frame rules specially for trials because ordinary 
courts will try oases under the rules of procedure at present existing Any 
further framing of rules for trial of cases will only complicate matters and the 
tenant will be put to great hardship I submit, Sir, that this amendment 
does not help matters 

Mr. Preaideiit: I shall state for the purpose of clarification what the 
Honourable Member Mr Gadgil stated in his amendment and what his object 
is, I am not examining the position as to how far that object has been achiev- 
ed by the language of the amendment I am putting the substance of his 
.unendment and I hope the House will try to follow' and I trust that Mr 
Gadgil will also try to follow and correct me if I am wrong. Already, as a 
le.sult of much discussion on this clause and on the amendment of Miss 
Maniben Kara, opinion was expressed that while it was the desire that all suits 
for eviction and other purposes should be decided expeditiously, it was feared 
that if the procedure w'as summary, the parties may not get justice In sum- 
mary proceedings, even provision by way of appeal would really not carry 
matters far, because the record will not be sufficient to enable the appellate 
court to form a judgment. It was also agreed substantially that, so far ns 
eviction was concerned, the matter may go to ordinary court, but in any case 
the decisions should not be delayed. Those suits should be disposed of expedi- 
tiously. The present amendment is trying to meet all points of view by giving 
the High Court power to make certain rules, of course in consultation with 
the Chief Commissioner, and by those rules, the High Court will be able to 
say from time to time as occasion may require, that certain suits may be 
tried by such and such, and certain other suits may be_ tried by ordinary 
courts. Even in trials by Court of Small Causes, the court will follow certain 
rules for recording evidence in detail or summarily. That is how things are 
proposed to be t^justed. So far as the making of rules are concerned, T 
understand that the Bent Controller does not figure in the picture at all. He 
will have no jurisdiction. The rules should be framed by High Court for the 
guidance of courts subordinate to the High Court so that the matter will be 
handled entirely by the judicial machinery of the country under the supervi- 
sion of the High Court. That is, I believe, the substance of the amendment. 
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Now, .! will read out the amendment and Honourable Members may try to- 
follow' the {unendment. The amendment is that for clause 14 the following be- 
substituted, namely: 

“14. (l)Except M may b« otherwue provided by rule* made under aub-eection (2) — 


That means of this very section in question — 

“any queation which under this Act is to be determined by the Court nmy be determined 
by any court which would have jurisdiction to hear and decide^ a suit for eviction oi a 
tenant from the premises in respect of which the question arises,’’ 

Therefore the ordinary rule will be the ordinary courts, except when the 
High Court decides that special jurisdiction be given to special courts, that too* 
by rules made, not by orders passed in individual cases. 

“(2) With th« concurrence of the Chief Commissioner the High Court nuiy make rules to- 
determine the classes of courts which shall have power to hear and decide original cases^ 
appeals and applications for revision and to deal with execution proceedings under this Act 
and the procedure to be followed by them.” 

That is sub-section (2) rule-making powers. 


“(3) The power conferred by sub-section (2) shall include power to determine m what 
circnnutancee the parties shall have a right to appeal or apply for review over 
revision in cases under thie Act, and further to determine how and by what 
authority it shall be decided wbetber any particulai* rase shall be deemed to- 
be a case under this Act." 


All the incidental questions of procedure will have to be decided by these 
rules. 


“(4) All rules made under sub-section (2) shall be published m the official gazette. 

(5) The provisione of this Act and of any rules made under sub-section (2) eball, ini 
respect of any cases under this Act, have effect notwithstanding anything to the 
contrary in the Code of Civil Procedure, 1906, or any other law.”- 

K h an Mcdiammad Yamin Khan (Agra Division. Muhammadan Hural) Sir, 
1 suggest that in view of the fact that this Bill is primarily for two years, 
if all this {HTOcedure about rule-making and publication m -the Qazette, etc. 
is followed it may take six months; and it may be very bard on those people 
who want to evict their tenants on several grounds mentioned in this Bill. 
So I suggest that the clause as it stands may be passed and in the next day 
or two Government may consider it fully and get it amended in the other 
House, if necessary, on Monday. 


Mr. President: The difficulty would be that the present Act expires on the 
24th, and if the other House makes any amendment it will have to come again 
to this House for concurrence. But the answer to the point raised now is- 
that under this clause as is put now, the ordinary Civil Procedure Code is 
to be followed immediately, so that even if for two years no rules are made the 
parties will not be at a loss so far as the ordinary remedy is concerned. The 
only objection to that will be that ordinary civil suits will take a long tune 
and they may remam pending and undisposed for years together But the 
present difficulty is solved ; that is how the scheme of the amendment goes 

Shli Motum ZaI Saksana: Sir, I think this whole question was considered 
threadbare in the Select Committee and it was felt that because it is only a 
temporary measure for two years we have to provide some other procedure 
than what is provided for in the Civil Procedure Code. Therefore we came 
to the conclusion that the new provision should be there. Afterwards we 
considered this again and* the amendment of my Honourable friend Mr. Abdul 
Ghant Khan was to be moved. I also gave notice of another amendment and" 
we consulted the Honourable Member in charge. I said that with the excep- 
tion of suits for eviction other suits might go to the Small Causes Court, but 
it was pointed out again that it was no use providing for that because it 
would twie two years .And as this Act is meant for two years it is better io 
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any at the start that we do not want any tenants to be evicted, and tfae 
amendment of MibS Kaia that evictions should be altogether eliminated from 
the purview of this Bill should have been accepted. Either we want tiiat there 
should be some piovision for eviction or there should not be If we want that 
there should be provision lor eviction in genuine cases we should have a remedy 
that should be speedy As for the framing of rules by the High Court that 
takes a Jong time. If they go to the ordinary courts and the cases tdke their 
o\Mi course it will also take two years. So I think we should decide here and 
now what we exactly want It we leave it to the High Court we only shelve 
the question, but m effect we ate not going to give any remfidy for, eviction. 

Mr. President: The Chair has no mind this way or that, whatever the vieWs 
ol the person occupying the Chair individually may be. I was merely trying 
to place before the House what at one time seemed to be an agreed thing; 
this amendment seemed to me to be more or less of a compromise. And 
therefore I suggested that this might be postponed. The only alternative is 
to postpone it still further and take it up on Monday; and that means delay- 
ing the whole thing, — the interests of tenants and landlords. If any further 
discussion on this question is to be allowed and amendments are mo',ed 
formally, I have no objection 

Mr. Mami Subedar (Indian Merchants’ Chamber and Bureau: Indian Com- 
merce). Sir, the best thing is to pass what Mr Gadgil has proposed and 
take it to the Council of State. In the meantime it may be further 
>onnsidered 

Shrl Mohan Lial Saksena: What was agreed to before is better and let that 
he accepted. Mr. Gadgil’s amendment or any other amendment after consi- 
deration may he moved in the Council of State. 

Mr. President: I think the substance comes to this that they do noi^^seem 
to be agreed even on the compromise. So the only thing is to discuss the 
matter and have it decided by voting. Are Government in a position to give 
an assurance that they will take care to see that the rules are expedited? 

Mr. Shavax A. Lai: We can ask the Chief Commissioner to publish a draft 
and send it to the High Court for approval and the High Court will pass it with 
modifications. That will expedite the passing of the rules. 

Mr. President: Otherwise we shall be in a very sorry plight after the 24th. 

Miss Maniben Kara: Sir, on a pennt of informatbn, I have not understood . 
this amendment of Mr. Gadgil. I w-ant to know whether eviction oases also 
will go to the Court of Small Causes. 

Mr. President: No Speaking strictly in terms of the law the reply will be 
that they will go and they vdll not go. As I explained, it is not the desire 
of any one to send eviction suits to f^ie Small Cause Court, not even those 
who seem to put forward the InndloPds’ case. So far as money cases are 
conoenied they will go to the Small Cause Court; so far as other cases go — 
pviotion nartbularly — they will go to the ordinary courts. What this amend- 
ment seeks to do is to leaye the matter entirely to ordinary courts and give 
the High Court, with the cmcurrence of the Chief Commissbner, certain 
,..ie-making powers so as to relieye congestion in the ordinary courts. If a 
large number of suits of that iype are filed and the courts are unable to dispose 
them of the High Court may, by rules, sav that such suits can be tried by 
certain classes of courts,— not necessarily by the Small Causes Court. The 
amendment further gives the right of rule-making for the purpose of detennin- 
wg the procedure, taking of evidenee,. etc. All these tilings are sought to be 
provided for by the rule-making power of the High Court. The High Oourf 
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will exercise that power with the eoncurreuee of the Chiet Commissioner 
because ol admimstrative considerations and not because of the judicial consi- 
derations mvolved in the trial of suits. May 1 know if the Honourable Member 
wauts to press the amendment? 

Miss Maniben Kara: Sir, in view of the amendment of Mr. Gadgil and as 
a compromise 1 wish to withdraw my amendment. 

Tht ..it was by leave oi the Assembly withdrawn. 

Sjt. N. V. aadgU: Let us know Goveriunent’s views. 

Mr. President: I thmk that this is an agreed amendment. 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: Sir, there is some disagreement about the agreed 
amendment, and there is some confusion. 1 want to make it clear that this 
was the original proposal which the Government hrst put before the House 
and Government are therefore prepared to accept the amendment moved by 
Mr. Gadgil. If anybody has any better suggestions to ofier, he can do so m 
the Council of State. But 1 feel that this is the most flexible method of doing 
things, and on behalf of Government, we will try our best to expedite matters 
and see that the High Court does frame rules as quickly as possible. I shall 
bring to the notice of the High Court through the Chief Coinimssioner that it 
18 generally the wish of this House the eviction oases should be left to be 
tried by ordmary courts and other cases may be tned in Small Causes Courts. 
Even in the Select Committee, we were rather doubtful about the availability 
of Small Cause Court judges in Delhi , and if Ihe proposal as framed by the 
Select Committee is left in and we find that Small Cause Court judges are very 
few, we will be up against the same sort of difficulty Therefore, Sir, I think 
it 18 much better under the circumstances to leave it to the High Court tu 
decide how best these cases could be expedited. 

Khan Mohammad Yamln Khan: Does it mean that cases of eviction will 
be referred to the High Court, and those cases where the tenants have not 
paid rent for over a year or two years and do not want to pay, would be left 
to the ordinary courts, and since eviction cannot take place the arrears will 
go on multiplying? 

Mr. Prsaident: They will not refer to the High Court individual cases of 
arrears of rent 


The question is 

“That for clause 14 of the Bill the following be substituted, namely : 

'14 (1) Except as may he otherwise provided bv rules made under sub-section (2), 
• any question whirh under this Art is lo be determined by the court may be 

determined by any court which would have junsdictiori to hear and decide a 
suit for eviction if a tenant from the premises in respect of which the Question 
arises ^ 

(2) With the conrurieiice of the Chief Commissioner, the High Court may make rules 
to determine the classes of courts which shall have power to hear and decide 
fr-nloH aPBli<wtionB fm revision and to deal with execution 

proceedings under this Act and the procedure to be following by them. 

(5) 'The provisions of this Act and of any rules made under sub-section (2) shall m resnert 

circumstances the parties shall have a right to appeal or to apply for review over re3n 
d" fhCti'er determine how and by what authonly it shall he 

deeded whether any particular case shall be deemed to be a cLe anderth°s Act ” 

"(4) All rules made under sub section (2) shall be published in the official Gazette 

(6) The provisions of this Act and of anv rules made under sub section n' =8 ii ■ 

to,™, pSifi, rs; 

The motion was adopted. 

I^sldent: The other amendments to clause 14 automaticallv i. 

•as this clause is substituted. aucomaticaily drop out 


Clause 14, as amended, was added to the Bill. 
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jxu‘. President: Clause 1. 

Mr. XASAnim Suidiar Sanyal: lu this oonuection without going into my 
amendment, 1 would like to draw the attention of the Honourable Member in 
enarge of tUe liill to one lacuna which will defeat hie purpose. 

[At this stage, Air President vacated the chair which was then occupied 
by Mr Deputy President. (Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan)]. , 

The idea is that those premises will be outside the purview of this Act 
which are constructed alter the commencement of this Act, but the word 
’completed' is very vague, because it may be that a buildmg was tenanted 
even befoie its completion. After the commencement of this Act one room 
will be required to be added, or even a verandah, to show the completion 
alter the commencement of this Act Therefore 1 was suggesting that in 
order to avoid the object being defeated the Honourable Member should recast 
the provision in this way ‘ to any premises which is constructed after the 
commencement ol this Act.” The word ’completed’ is rather vague and mis- 
leading The amendment which stands in my name has also got a lacuna, for 
it suggests substitution ol the word ’begun’ for ‘completed’. That again is 
vague, and in order to remedy one defect I adopted another Therefore, I 
hope. Sir, the House will consider this matter, and the Honourable Member in 
charge will suitably amend this provision. 

Mr. Deputy President; Amendment moved. 

Mr. Sasaoka Sekhar Sanyal; Sir, I have not moved my amendment I 
have siniply drawn the attention ol the Honourable Member to one lacuna in 
part (a) ol sub-clause (2) of clause 1 

Mr. Deputy President: 1 thought the Honourable the President had allow- 
ed the Honourable Member to move his amendment But if tl^e Honourable 
Member does not want to move his amendment, he cannot take up the time 
of the House for discussing the matter like this. Mr. Keddiar 

Sri B. 'Venkatasubba Beddiar (South Arcot cum Chingleput. Non-AIuham- 
madan Eural) Sir, 1 move. 

"That in pait (a) ol aub-clause (2) of cUuse 1 of the Bill, after the word ‘Act’ tiie 

words ‘and which had not been let m whole or in part’ be inserted.” 

Mr. Deputy President; Amendment moved: 

“That in part (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, alter the word ‘Act’ the 

words ‘and which had not been let in whole oi in part’ be inserted " 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale: Sir, There will always be a number of border line • 
cases, and it is very difficult to draw a distinction and say exactly at what 
stage we should stop and where new things should begin But, I can quite 
see, that there may be some houses which are already let, and in order to 
bring in these houses which are already tenanted although they may not be 
completed, I am prepared to have this addition made with a slight alteration 
— namely ‘and which have been let before the commencement of this Act’ — 
if my Honourable friend is willing to accept this alteration 

Mr, Tamizuddin Khan; Sir, I beg to move 

“That for part (a) of sub-clausp (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be substituted, 
namely . 

'(a) to any premises the construction of which is not completed and which are no! 
let to a tenant before the commencement of this Act, or’ ” 

This means the same thing as the Honourable Member in charge of the 
Bill has said Moreover I always think it better in legislating to put things 
like this in the negative form than in the positive form If we put in the 
positive form we unnecessarily include many things For example, if we sav 
as it has been put in the Bill, that it shall not apply to any premises. . . ' ' 
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Mr. B. K. Gokhale: I accept this amendment, and I hope my Honourable' 
friend, Mr lieddiar wdl witlidraw his amendment. 

Sri R. Venkatasubba Reddlar: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw 
the amendment moved by me 

The amendment was, by leave of the Assembly, withdrawn 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is 

“That for part (a) of sub-clause (2) of clause 1 of the Bill, the following be substituted, 
namely 

‘(a) to any premises the construction of which is not completed and which are not 
' 3 a tenant before the commencement of this Act, or’ ’ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Deputy President: The question is; 

“That clause 1 as amended, stand part of the Bill ” 

The motion was adopted. 

Clause 1, as amended, was added to the Bill 
Miss Maniben Kara: Sir, I move: 

“That in the Long Title of the Bill, the woids ‘and evictions’ be omitted,’’ and 
“That in the Preamble to the Bill, the words ‘and evictions’ be omitted.’’ 

(jenerally when a title is given to a Bill it indicates the purpose of the 
Bill The Bill before this House is for the control of rents The purpose 
of the Bill IS to control Ihe rent, I therefore do not see any reason why 
we should bring the word “eviction" m the Preamble and in the Long Title 
The argument in favour of the present title is that eviction clause is embodied 
in the Bill. There should be no harm m publishing the word "eviction” in 
the Preamble and the Title if the purpose of the Bill was "eviction' Since 
eviction comes as a consequence of a certain breach of a contract between the 
landlord and the tenant it should not be included in the title The Bill is 
meant for the control of the rent and not tor evictions The bill has not been 
brought forwaul for the purposes of evictions That being the case, and that 
being the purpose of the Bill, I think this word eviction should be taken out 
from the Title and Preamble. Not only it is misleading, but retaining it in 
the Title and Pieamble will result in Courts puting a wider interpretation to 
eviction clause when the cases go to the court for settling of disputes. The 
Court will take into consideration that the purpose of the Bill was “eviction” 
as well as “control of the rent”, which is not the purpose of the Bill as we 
^ave all understood it Prom the speeches and the amendments moved, it 
IS vorv clear that the members of this House are not at all anxious that there 
should be any eviction, but the evictions will come m the natural course. I 
therefore hope that my amendment will be accepted b\ the Honourable 
Member 

Mr. Deputy President: Amendment moved- 

“That in the Long Title of the Bill, the words ‘and evictions’ be omitted;’’ and 
“That in the Preamble to the Bill, the words ‘and evictiona’ be omitted ” 

Does the Honourable Member accept this amendment^ 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale Sir, the Bill provides for evictions and I do not see 
anything wrong in the title and preamble containing these two words 

Sri T. V. Satakopachari; There is probably a misapprehension. The pream- 
ble does not form part of the law and so it makes no difference whether the 
phrase is there or not. In regard to this, whenever there is a tenancy or a 
contract of tenancy there is a legal nexces of eviction which is consequent 
There may be or mav not be eviction. But there is a legal connection and 
eviction may result. The law as it is now passed into a statute provides for 
control of rent and control of evictiona My honourable friend may invite her 
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iitteiition to tlio uord ‘control', which controls both the phrases, rents and 
evictions 't’heielore. the conjunctive “and” is distubutive in its effect. It 
18 an Act to piovide coritiol" tor the rent and control evictions If my 
yhoiioui.rble Irieiid will lead it like that I am sure she will be satisfied and 
iciulil) ayioe to retain the wolds instead ot deleting them 
Mr. Deputy President: The question s 

"That in the Long Title of the Bill, the words ‘and evictions’ be omitted,’’ and 
"That in the Preamble to the Bill, the words ‘and evictions’ be omitted ’’ 

The motion was negatived 

Mr. Deputy President: The iiuestion is 

"That the Title and Preamble, stand part of the BilL’’ 

The motion was adopted 

The Title and Preamble were added to the Bill 
Mr. B. E. Dokhale: Sir, I move 
"That the Bill, as amended, be passed.’’ 

I am most grateful to all Honourable Members ot this House for the manner 
m which thev have co-operated with me and helped me, in spite of my m- 
oxpeiicnce aiid igiioiuiice ot the procedure ot ‘oliis Honourable House, to get 
through ail these complicated amendments. 

Mr. Deputy President: Motion moved. 

"That th? Bill, as amended be passed ’’ 

Mr. Shavax A. Lai: Sir, 1 move 

“That the word ‘for’ occurring at the end of part (b) (lu) of sub-clause 1 of clause 9 of 
the Bill be omitted.’’ 

Mr, Deputy President: The question is. 

"That the wofd ‘for’ occurring at the end of pait (b) (in) of sub-clause 1 of clause 9 of 
the Bill be omitted.’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Sliri Mohan Lai Saksena: I want to move another amendment. There was 
an amendment in the name of I’aiidit Balkrishna Sharma and another m the 
name of Pandit Mukut Eihari Lai Bhargava and so 1 did not want to move 
my amendment It was said that one ot my amendment was acceptable to 
Mr. Gokhale and therefore I moved it As a matter of fact there was two 
amendments m my name One was which I moved and the one I wanted to 
move was a different one I want to correct that mistake. 

Mr, Deputy President: What does the Honourable Member want'? 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: I want to correct the accidental mistake and to 
move . 

“That for part (f) of sub-clause 1 of clause 9 of the Bill , . . .” 

Mr. Deputy President: Which clause is he referring to 
Mr, Muhammad Nauman: On a point order. Can the Honourable Member 
iiov/ go back and .amend the Bill when we are in the third reading stage'' 

Mr. Deputy President: I am just trying to understand what he means It 
1.- 11' )t clear to me if it is a substantial amendment to the clause that cannot 
be moved It it is a consequential amendment, it may be moved. 

Shn Mohan Lai Saksena; There is an amendment standing m my name It 
ruds 

"'rhat after part (e) of sub-clause (1) of clause 9 of the Bill, the following new part be 
inserted and the subsequent parts be re-nun’bered accordingly . 

‘(f) that the tenant, since the letting of the house, has built, acquired, oi been allotted 
a suitable residential house’.” 

The other amendment which was moved was “since the commencement of 
the Act As a matter of fact my friend Mr. Balkrishna Sharma had an 
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uuieiichiient saying that it should be tiom the Ist January 1939 1 was under 

tilt impiessiou tliut I was moving tyr a change m the date, because the 
llf.use will leuieniber that subsequently the date was changed to 194d In 
another place we changed it to 2nd June 1944. 1 was under the iinpressioii 

that It was ineiel^ change ot date and not “betore the ooinmenoenieiit of the 
Act There uie genuine cases where tenants have got houses and ttiey have 
been allotted another government quarter and they aie not giving it up or 
they liave built aiiothei suitable house and are letting it out at high rents and 
not leaving the one rented We wanted to' cover those cases 1 want to 
loriect that mistake by changing it to ‘ that the tenant after ‘Jiid June 1944 
has built, purchased or otherwise acquired 

Mr. Deputy President: 1 am afiaid this is not a consequential amendment, 
it 18 a substantial amendment It is unfortunate that it was overlooked but 
it cannot be helped at this stage. 

Shri Mohan Lai Saksena: Sir, the Goveiumeut is agreeable to aeceptmg 
the amendment. 

Mr. Deputy President: The Government cannot alter the procedure. Bvea 
if the Government is willing, the Chair cannot allow it At the third reading 
only consequential amendments can be made and it is unfortunate that such 
a good amendment, as far as I know, has been overlooked 

Mr, Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Sit, 1 reciprocate the felcitations of the 
Hoiiouiablc Member m charge ot the Bill 1 am glad to tell him that we are 
very happy that the Bill has been considerably improved by discussion in the 
House and I am grateful that the Honourable Member has responded so cor- 
dially us he pioniiaed to do when he hrst introduced the Bill. But there I 
part company with him with two legrets One is that m this Bill for the first 
time piovision has been made that a tenant shall he ejectable for default in 
payment of lent only '•after ncUce within the meaning ot the Transfer of Pro- 
perty Act has been served on the tenant This was not the provision before 
under the Bent Control Order and many a tenant have not only been evicted 
hut dispossessed on the basis of a deciee, where the landlord tried to avoid 
leceivmg payment ot rent and then fell upon hnii for default and the tenant 
was evicted We cannot settle these questions now, because there was dis- 
possession already There are eases m which such decrees have been passed. 
Those decrees gave the benefit to the landlords merely on the ground that the 
rent was not paid in time . As was pointed by Miss Kara on many occa- 
sions a slight lack of vigilance on the jiart of the tenant might be responsible 
for non-payment I go further than that The landlord may keep up good 
relations with the tenant just to disarm his suspicion Then after some time 
he might create the impression on the tenant that he could take the rent 
afterwards and the tenant not suspecting might not hasten to send rent The 
himllord towards the end of the period might absent himself and still the 
tenant does not suspect thinking that the landlord will take the rent on his 
return The landlord then suddenly comes and runs to the (’ontroller and 
gets the tenant evicted for non-payment of rent I am very sorry that this Bill 
has not made any retrospective provision for a number of those cases 

This Bill has been hard to suh-tenants in re'.peet of the whole premises 
You know under wh.st circumstances the sub-tenants have taken their pre- 
mises They could not ge<- the premises direct from the landlord, because the 
landlord has already given it to a tenant Instead of getting the pertnises 
from the landlord, the sub-tenant nets the •n-holc of it from a tenant It is 
not his fault that he could not get accommodation pisewhere And for this 

probably he had to pay plenty of money Today this Bill has not enrne 
forwL'ird to help those parties. 

With these tw'o regrets expressed as a friend. T repeat my felicitations and 
I congratulate not only the member in charge but also other members of all 
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paitseb, who have ooutiihuted to the building up ot a muck better Kill than 
it came out troin the Select (Joiniiuttee. 

Lala Deaabandliu Gupta [Ueibi General) (Ihe Honourable Member spoke 
m Hindustani I’oi Hindiistani text see Appendix to the Debates lor the 21st 
Miueb 1941 English tianslation given below — Ld. of D.) Sir, 1 take the op- 
poi tiinity to congratulate in^ leainetl iiiend Mr Gokha e and to thank those friends 
wlio tooii lutoiest in a Bid which lolated to Uellii and Ajnier-Merwai a only and 
took Intel esD in a Bill wincii lelated to Delhi and Ajiuer-Merwara only and 
tried to make it as mueli acceptable as possible But, Sir, 1 cannot leave 
it witliout saying that there aie still a lot ot learners lett in this Bill The 
Select Gonimittee cousideied only two oi three tlungs Firstly, that the 
landlords may get a reasonable rent in tune. Secondly so lar as the tenants 
were concerned extieme ertorts weie made to save lluiu lioin eviction Thus 
it was tried to give this seeuiitv o. tenancy both to tenants and sub-tenants 
This security ha.s accordingly oeen provided tor the sub-tenants and fair rent 
has been hxed for them and this .His necessary Keeping in view the privi- 
leges which have been granted to the tenants and the sub-tenants it was 
essential to provide lor speedy justice. I am sorry that iriy learned friend 
Mr. Gokhale has disiegaidcd tins point by accepting Mr Gadgil’s umendiueiu 
In their report the 8e!ei I (,'ominittee liad all those things in mind but now the 
balance has been disturbed My trieiid Gadgil has taken an illegal advantage 
of his position as the front benches J may point out that it was not the 
purpose of the Select Coimnittee by proposing the judicial machinery of Small 
Causes Courts that any injustice may be done to the tenants There are 
cases in my knowledge which have been pending for the last three years in 
the Courts and they have not yet been decided Neither the landlord nor the 
tenant cun be benelittcd by litigation Vakils, of course, squeeze out all the 
beneht and they belong to Mr Gadgil’s class I once more repeat that Mi 
Gadgil s propo.sal is beneficial neither to the landlord nor to the tenants and 


I ni.iy be allowed to say that by accepting that amendment Mr Gokliale has 
not kept the agieeinent which he made in the Select Committee I am, 
however, pleased that he has given the assurance that while writing to the 
High Court he will bear m mind that rules may be speedily framed not only 
for tins but in such a manner that there may be no litigation m the Courts 
also I want to make it clear that so lar as eviction is concerned I strongly 
hold that no tenant should be evicted, nor am I m favour of the eviction of 
the sub-tenant So, if only eviction cases were sent to the Small Causes 
Couits I will have no objection Mr Sanyal and Miss Kara were of the same 
view and I, too, was not against it But, I understand that it is necessary 
to have the cases regarding rent tiled in the Small Causes Court Mv expen- 

^ice IS that it takes a long time to do things If the rules were given to the 
High Court for framing and the consent of the Local Government was made 
essential, it will take a very long time Friends from other provinces do not 
know the Local Goverimient’s condition here My friends have no idea how 
the orders of Government of India are acted upon here Probably the treasury 
henches have a little expeiience as to how much co-operation they receive 
from the local Govemment T believe that unless the Government insisted 
to h ,ve the rules framed us speedily as possible and in accordance with inten- 
House It will be difficult to follow them Rent cases remain 
pending 111 the Courts for years at a stretch I do not find it necessary to go 

mo‘i Pv making 

T^do not 1,U person in Delhi tells these stories 

Sir, I have to say one or two more things in this connection Firstly, we 
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littve uoi been able to make any exceptions witk regard^ to Uie properfiek 
owned by widows or orphans or puDlic mstiiutions. becondly> we hav* 
provided lor the vacation ol business pieniises, iiotwitustanding that man^ hird 
cases came belore us. tteceutly a case has been brought to my notice. A 
person who had rented a pait ot his proptrty lo a businessmen wanted to get it 
vacated. He ofiered its 10,000 to the tenant in this connection but the tenant 
gave it to another and received He. 19,0tK) Irom Imn Knowing the case 1 opposed 
the provision ol eviction in the case of business premises because it can be abused. 
The landlords harass the businessmen without any reason. For that reason I 
opposed it although I wanted that something should be done for hard oases 
as stated by me. I have sympathy lor landlords who want to get their pro- 
perty vacated lor the ektensiou of their own business, but we were in minority 
and so could make no provision for it. Secondly I sympathize with people 
who are landlords and have tenants in their residences. Many cases have been 
brought to my notice where landlords and tenants living m one and the same 
house have strained relations Since landlords cannot gel tiieir houses vacat- 
ed many tenants can harass their landlords I wanted to have some provi- 
sion made for such cases so that in special cases the laiul ords may get their 
houses vacated from unpleasant teiiunts The point wu.s lonsidered m the 
Select Committee but to avoid abuses we kept~quiet. how, that this Bill is 
to take the form of an act it was my duty to invite your attention to all these 
lacunas In spite of these I thmk it is a fair measure for landlords, tenants 
and sub-tenants No matter how fair a measure is it cannot be useful until 
the landlords and tenants observe the fact that they have to live together and 
these days of trouble mutual tolerance is necessary. Sir, 1 think the greatest 
evil which the War has inflicted is universal corruption and tension in mutual 
relations Landlords and tenants who had always pleasant relations have lost 
those relations and there is now ill-feehug among them. The Honourable 
Members must have made an estimate of this by those deputations of both 
parties which waited upon them This bad situation is a product of War If the 
landlords and the tenants will try to understand each other’s view-point, know 
of each other’s difficulty they will have but very little need of resorting to 
this Act 

Sir, in conclusion I once more thank the Government and those members 
of the House who, though they had no direct connection with this bill, took 
interest and pains in its deliberations I hope that the Bill will fulfill the 
purpose for which it has been enacted. 

Mr. Deputy Premdent: The question is- 

“That the Bill, as amended be passed ’’ 

The motion was adopted 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Sir, it was decided that the House should sit 
late only for the purpose of passing the Bent Bill. 

Mr. Deputy President; The Honourable the President has said that it must 
be finished bv half past four, and the Honourable Members who have spoken 
after half past four ought to have known it before that. 

Mi. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: May I make the position clear? In the 
morning the idea was that the Bent Control Bill must be finished and for that, 
if necessary, we must sit till six In the afternoon when we were in the 
midst of discussion, the Honourable the President was pleased to give out 
6. P. M. should be finished before 4-30 It was an expectation and 

we respected that expectation by cutting short many of the dis- 
cussions 

Mr. Manu Subedar: In the morning the Honourable the Leader of the 
House said that if the other two Bills could also be finished he would be 
hapriy Therefore the motion by the Honourable the Commerce Member 
rr.crcly to refer the Bill to Select Committee is something about which it 
bffioves this House to keep patient and permit him to do so. 



CONTEOL OF SHIPFING BILL 

The Honourable Mr. 1. I. Ohundtigar (Commerce Member): Sir, I beg to 
move: *' 

“That the Bill to provide for the control of ahipping be taken into coneideration ” 

1 am aware that notice has been given to refer this Bill te a Select Com- 
^ittee and I am going to accept the reference to Select Committee. I think 
the House will not, therefore, require a long statement from me on the objeots 
of the Bill. I may mention that control on shipping was exercised during the 
war through the powers vested m Government under Eule 65 of the Defence of 
India Eules. When the defence of India Eules ceased to be in force on the 
430th September 1946, these powers were continued by Ordinance No. XX of 
i946. The powers, under this Ordinance will expire on the 25th of March 1947. 
It is therefore proposed that sub-clause (3) of clause 1 of the Bill should be 
amended to provide that this Bill shall be deemed to have come into force from 
.the 25th of March 1947. 

Coming to the object of the Bill I majj mention that abnormal conditions 
existing even now require that the movement by sea of certain essential com- 
modities like coal, foodstuff and other essential ‘cargoes should be controlled. 
This was being done under a system of licensing and the same method has been 
suggested in clause 3 of the Bill. I have received some telegrams from the 
shippmg companies concerned m this connection and it appears that they want 
<to clear some doubts as to whether the provisions of this Bill will be used in 
any manner for preventing the Indian shipping companies from taking their due 
share m the overseas trade. 1 want to make it perfectly clear that far from dis- 
couraging the Indian shipping companies from takmg their share in the overseas 
trade,' it is the policy of the Government to encourage them to have more share 
ID the overseas trade and Government give the assurance that the provisions of 
this Bill will not be utilised for the purpose of restricting their activities 

Another important provision made in the Bill is about the control over fares 
and freight rates. These provisions have been introduced with a double object 
in view The fixation of fares and freight rates will be used on the one hand 
for the prevention of the exploitation of the public by the shipping companies 
and on the other hand to prevent rate wars and other forms of wasteful com- 
petition which may be used against the Indian shippmg companies by certain 
other non-Indian shipping companies. 

These in brief are the mam objects with which this Bill has been uitroduced 
in the House. A few changes have been made in the provisions which were in 
force before. The Defence of India Rules apply to all the vessels, while this 
Bill will apply only to vessels ot not less than ITtd tons One point raised b\ the 
Indian shipping companies is whether their representatives will be given a 
hearing before Government takes a final decision about the fixation of the rates 
and fares. I do not know how any doubt can be entertained on this subject, as 
Government must necessarily hear the parties concerned before reaching their 
decision and the most valuable information can certainly be had from the ship- 
ping companies themselves. They will be given a hearing before the Govern- 
ment decision is reached. Sir, I move- 

Mr. Deputy President; Motion moved: 

“That the Bill to provide for th^ control of shipping be taken into consideration " 

Sri R. venkatasubba Eeddlar (South Arcot rum. Chingleput Non-Muham- 
madan Rural)- Sir, I move. 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of S]t. N. V. Gadgil, 
Sri T V. Satakopachari, Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava, Mr M A F Hirtzel, 
Mr. Ahmed E H Jeffer, Mr Tamizuddin Khan, Dr P. O Solanki, and the Mover, with 
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instTflctiona to report on or before the 5th April 1947, Mid ib&t Mie , iwniber >ol -wembers 
'Those presence sh^dl be necessary to constitute a meeting of the .OemiMlteo ifiiuill lie five ” 

l£r. Deputy Dresldent: The question is 

“That the Bill be referred to a Select Committee consisting of 'fijt 9^. V. CtadgU, 
Sri T Y. Satakopachan, Pundit Thakur Das Bhargava, Mr. M. A F fbstzel, 'Mr. -Ahmed 
E H Jaffer, Mr Tamizuddin Khan, Dr. P G Solanki, 'and /the Mover, sirith viostmotions 
to report on or before the fith April 1947, and that 41* ntimber /Of members iwhose presence 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting of the Commititee shall be five ’’ 

The motion was adopted.^ 

The Assembly then adjousned till Eleven af the Clock on Wondny, the ■24th 
March 1947. 




LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

Monday, 24tfc March, 1947 


The Assembly met in the Assembly Chamber of the Council House at 
Twelve Noon, Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) in the 
Chair 


STAERBD (Questions and answers 
( a) Oral Answers 

Thbowino opbw op thk Cotton Eipobt Tbadb to all Expobtbbs 

U122. *lIahM»Jkuniar Dr. Sir Vijaya Ananda; Will the Honourable thy 
Commerce Member be pleased to state if the Government of India propose tO 
consider the advisability of throwing open the cotton export trade to all exporters 
instead of resteicting the quotas to ‘established shippers’ and to fixed destina' 
tions? 

The Honoorabla Mr. 1. I. Ohuadrlgar: In vi^w^ of the internal demand fop 
cotto i by the textile mills m the country, the Government regret that they 
are unable to remove all restrictions on the export of raw cotton. 

If the quantity allowed for export is to be limited, it is necessary to lay 
down rules under which the exports are to be allowed. Further, these rules 
have to be framed so as to restrict the discretionary powers of the oflRcers to 
the minimum Under the existing regukrtions, quotas are not restricted to 
established shippers only, but all exporters of cotton since April 1986 are 
eligible for the grant of a quota 7.5 per cent of the quota is allowed to ba 
exported by ‘established’ shippers, that is, those who shipped cotton during 
April 1936 — .March 1939 and 25 per cent, by ‘non-establishea’ shippers, t.e,, 
those who shipped cotton during the throe, years ending 20th November 1946. 
The quotas remaining unclaimed on account of those ‘established’ shippers who 
are no longer in businoss, arc to be distributed equitably between th© ‘estab- 
lished’ and ‘non-established’ shippers and also to shippers who have exported 
cottpn during the intervening period, t e , Ist April 1939 to 20th November 
1943 . Quotas are granted to all shippers on the basis of their exports dur^ 
their respective basic periods 

Government has already decided to abolish the system of destinational 
alloc.it ions 


CONFBBHNC* BEOARDINO THE DaMODAB VaLLKY SCHEME 
1193; ^Mr. Mura Subedu: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines and 
Power Department please state the final outcome of the conference, which waa 
held in connection with the Damodar Valley Scheme? 

(b) What is the total estimated cost and how is it proposed to be met, or 
divid^ among the Government of India and the Bihar and Bengal Provincial 
Governments? 

(o) How much expenditure has the Centre so far incurred and how much is 
it proposed to incur in the year 1947-48? 

(d> Who Me the officials djrectiy concerned with the Damodar'* yaUgy 
Project and what are thbir qualifications and remuneration? 

Mr. B. K. OOkhale: (a) A reference is solicited to replies to part (a) of 
tfueistion No 176 and to parts (a) and (b) of question No. 399 by the 
able Member, Babu Rann Narayan Smgh. 

V Aatwer to thw quMtion laid on the table, the questioner being abwnt. 

( 2333 ) 
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(b) The total cost of the project is estimated at Bs. 55 crores. The alloca- 
tirn a& between the Centre, Bengal and Bihar has not been finally settled and 
will be considered at the next Conference proposed to be held on 26th April 
1047. 

(c) About Bs. lakhs have already been spent on surveys and investiga- 
tions. The expenditure during the year 1947-48 will depend on the outcome 
of the Conference proposed to be held on the 26th April 1947 

(d) A list furnishing the necessary information is laid on the table of the 
House 


list showing the naiuee, qaalifications and remvmeration of offtoer'i direotl.v oonoemed with 
the Damodar Valley Project 


B.No. 

Name of Officer 

Qu iliflcationa 

Remuneration 


1. Otvtl and Hydraulice Station 


Rs. a. p. 

1 

Mr. W. L. Voordum, Hydro-Electric 
Member, C.T.P.B. 

Full Member, American 
^ciety of pivd Engineer- 
ing Princip.)] Phnning 
Officer, T. V. A. ..nd 
C. E, 

4,315 0 0 p.m- 

2 

Mr. R. J. Mattson, Project Officer, 
Or'.de ‘ A ’. 

B.R. (Stockliolm), M.E.T. 
(ean.>,cl.i), M.E.I. (Swe- 
den). 

3,000 0 0 p.m. 

3 

Mr. D, 0. Baxter, Project Officer, 
Gr’.de‘B’. 

B E. (Civri), B.Se. Eng. 
(Lond.), M.T.E. (Indi.i), 
A.M-I.C.B. (London). 

1,763 0 0 p.m. 

4 

Mr, K. M. Chinnappa (Project Officer) 

B.E., A.M.I.E. (India) 

099 0 0 p-m. 

6 

Mr. N.,JI. Ch.-vkravurty (do.) 

B.E. (Civil) . 

470 0 0 p.m. 

0 

Mr. K. Cbekravartti (do.) 

B.E. (Civil) . 

470 0 0 p.m. 

7 

Mr. H, Raraaswamy (do.) 

11. Electrical Section 

B.8o., B.E. . 

470 0 0 p.m. 

8 

Mr. H. M. Mathews, Cbalrroan, C.T.P.B. 

D.F.H., M.I.E.E. . 

1 4,750 0 0 p.m. 

9 

Mr. R. M. Legate, Project Officer, Grade 

M.8P.E.K, M.A.I.E.E , 
Prof. Eng. (Ontario). 

3,000 0 0 p.m. 

10 

Mr. J. N, Goswami, Project Officer, 
Grade ‘ B ’. j 

Diploma in Mech. & EIoo- 
tried Engineering (Sib- 
pur). Associate in Meoh. 
Engineering (B.E. 

College). 

1,263 0 0 p.m. 

11 

Mr, A, K, Bhaumik, Project Officer 

B.Sc. (Cnl,), B.Sc, Eng. 
(Lend.), A.\I.I.E.E. 

1,134 0 0 p.m. 

12 

Mr. R. P, Patel do. 

B.E. (Civil), B.Sc. (Eleo.), 
(Ldnd.), A.C.G.I. 

884 8 0 p.m. 

IS 

Mr. N. J, Balsni do. 

B.So. (Eng.), A.M.I.E., 
(India). 

884 8 0 p.m. 
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B. No. 

Name of Offleer 

Qualifications 

Bemunerstion 




Bs. a. p. 

14 

Mr. S. C. Varahneya, Project Offl er 

' 

L.M.E. (Hons,), B.Sc. 
(Hone.), (Eng.). A.M.T. 
E.E. (Lend.), AM.1.E. 
(India). * 

884 S 0 p.in. 

IS 

Mr. H. B. Varms do. 

A.M.I.E.E. (London) 

^ 768 0 0 p.m. 

16 

Mr. M. K. Oopaliengfr do. 

IIJ. Irrigation Soetton | 

B.Sc., (Hons.), Diploma 
m Electr.oal Teolmologj’ 
of the Indian Institute 
of Science (Bangalore). 

.768 0 0 p.m. 

17 

R, B. A. N. Ithoala .... 

Indian Service of Engi- 
neers, Formerly Cruef 
Engineer (Irrigation), 
Punjab 

3,750 0 0 p.m. 

18 

Mr. Man Singh, Direotor, CWINC 

Indian Ser\ioe of En- 
gineers, Superintending 
Engineer, Bengal. 

2,400 0 0 p.m. 

19 

Mr. M. B. K.ing,;s«'nmy, Aasietant 
Director, CWINC. 

B. E, Madras Service of 
Engineera. 

1,054 0 0 p.m 


Ml. Manu Subsdar: Will the Honourable Secretary kmdly mform the 
House whether this is a productive scheme or a protective one? If it is a 
protective one, what is the nature of the return which is expected on this 
enterprise and the outlay of 55 crores? 

Hr, B. K. Gtolihale: The total of 55 crores refers to three main* aspects of 
this project — flood control, irrigation and electricity. Now, there are a num^ 
her of different ways in which the cost of the project could be allocated to 
these three mam items; but the one which is generally followed in most oi 
thes3 schemes in America is to find out what is the separate cost for each 
purpose and also what would be the cost for that particular purpose if the 
scheme was only meant for that particular purpose and then to apportion how 
the total cost should be allocated as between these three. In that manner, 
it has been ascertained — this is purely a rough calculation — that about Rs. 14 
crores may be allocated to flood control, Rs 13 crores to irrigation and the 
balance, roughly 28 crores to electricity. The estimates show that the elec- 
tric part of the scheme will be self-financing, that is, 28 crores. The irriga- 
tion part of it will be more or less self-financing, depending,- of course, on 
what we charge for irrigation. The flood control part of it will be entirely 
protective There will be hardly any income accruing from flood control ex- 
cept indirectly by way of protection of crops, prevention of famines and so 


Hr. Hanu Subedar: .Will the Honourable Secretary, give this House an 
estimate of the amount of power which is expected to be generated with the 
.outlay of 28 crores? 

Hr. B. K. Ookhale; With the help of thermal units, the power is estimated 
ar, 800,000 kilowatts. Out of this, about half will be hvdro-eleetrio and half 
will be thermal. 



2336 LBOiSLATiVB ASSBMBLY [24 tb Mar. 1947 

Dr. Zla TTddin Ahmad: Has the HoDourable Secretary w(»rked out the de- 
tailed schemeB of this expenditure of 55 crores? Will he lay on the table 
of the House or circulate aming the Members the whole scheme giving defi- 
nitely the amount of yield from that particular scheme? I would also like 
to know whether the expenditure under the imgation and power and other 
things will be reserved for cotton only or will it also be utilised for other agri- 
cultural 'products? 

Ifr. B. K. Ookhale: The preliminary memorandum was published in 1945 
and 1 believe copies of it were laid on the table of the House. As regards 
the other details, they are still more or less in the drafting stage. They harve 
not yet been finalised; but we hope that they will be finalised on the 26th 
of this month. I was not able to follow the list portion of the Honourable 
Member’s question. 

Dr Zia Vddin Ahmad: Will other agricultural products be also benefited 
by thm scheme besides cotton? 

Mr. B. K. DOkhale: Certainly. Irrigation will benefit all the crops and not 
an-’ particular crop. 

Seth oovind Daa: What would be the acreage of land which is expected to 
be irrigated by this scheme? 

B. K. Ookhale: About 800,000 acres 


Sri V. 0. Vellioglri Oounder: Considering the amount of money that is 
going to be spent on the development of electricity m this area, may I ask 
whether there will be sufficient scope for the consumption of that electricity 
in that area? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: The demand in that particular area is so vast that 
this 300,000 kilowatts will be a mere fleabite 

Mr. N. M. JOAi; In view of the fact that this scheme is likely to cost 
55 crorcs, will the Government of India take steps to place the whole sobeme 
and secure the approval of the Legislature for that scheme before it is 
launched ? 

Mr. B. K. Ck>khale: As soon as this Conference on the 26th of April is 
over. Government expect that there will be a cut-anJ-dried scheme which can 
be placed before the Legislature and at that stage it is contemplated that a" 
Bill to constitute a Damodar Valley Corporation will be placed before this 
House and the Legis'^ature will be asked to pass that into an Act. At that 
stage, of course, full details will be placed before the House. 

Mr. V. 0, While this ambitious project is being actively considered 

by the Government in all its aspects, have Government done anything so far 
to solve the difficult problem of finding the necessary technical staff in India? 

Mr. B. K. 0<^als: Every effort is being made to find the technical staff, 
but the shortaige of trained personnel is well-known to this House and it is 
not an easy pi^lem to solve in a very short time. But every effort is being 
made to send out our men to foreign countries for training. Possibly^, to start 
with, we may have to get some men from abroad, but there is no rough smd 
ready or easy solution of this problem 

Mr. K. 0. Heogy: May I know whether Government have any definite 
scheme under consideration for the purpose of recruiting the necessary" statf 
either in this country or from abroad? 
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Mr. B. K. Ookhale: So far as this scheme is conceriitd, we do not yet 
know what will be the agency for designing and construction of these dams. 
That is a matter which will be discussed with the provinces on 26th April. 
The Damodar Valley Corporation will then be set up. The present idea is 
that it ip for this 'Corporation to decide how the scheme will be proceeded 
with. The Government at present have ceitainly not got the staff to imple- 
ment this scheme. It is a question of finding out that staff. Whether the 
Damodar Valley Corporation will find men from abroad or will get men here, 
that is more ^an I can say. It is a question of making an effort and I 
hope we shall succeed. 

Dr. Zik Uddin Ahmad: How much money has already been spent on this 
scheme before any sanction has been obtained? 

Mr. B K. Gokhkle: About 8^ lakhs. 

Dr. Zla Uddin Ahnud: I understand the Damodar Valley scheme will be 
worked out in Bihar for irrigation purposes How will it help the growth 
of cotton or any cotton research in that particular area^ 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: l do not know that it ig meant to help cotton It is 
meant to help all crops. I do not know w'hether cotton will be includedi 
That depends upon the Agricultural department of the Province. 


Sanctioned HyDRo-Ei>ECTRic Schemes- since the beginning of War 

1124. *Mr. Manu Subedar: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines emd 
Power Department please state how many hydro-electnc schemes have been 
sanctioned in British India and the Indian States since the beginning of the 
war? 

(b) What IS the total estunated outlay on such schemes? 

(c) What is the total estimated cost of equipment to be imported from 
abroad ? 

' (d) How much of this equipment has been on order and how much has 

already arrived? 

(e) Which of these schemes are expected to be completed and to function 
during the next three years? 

Mr. B. S. Ookhale: (a) Fifteen hydro-electric schemes have been sanc- 
tioned since the beginning of the war. In addition, the extension of five 
existing schemes has also been sanctioned. A list of the names of the schemes 
is laid on the table of the House. 

(b) The total estimated outlay on the sanctioned schemes would bo approxi- 
mately Bs. 78-25 crores. 

(c) About Es. 19-61 crores. 

(d; About 51 per cent, of the equipment is now on order and 9 per cent, 
has already arrived. 

(e) All the schemes excepting the Macbkund, Bhandardara, Bohri Canal, 
Pykara, Poringalkuthu, Badhanagari, Dochi and Gondal Schemes are expected 
to be completed during the next three years. 
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Scheme sanotioned 

Capital 

Outlay 

(lakhs) 

Cost of 
equipment 
to be 
imported 

(lakhs) 

Cost of 
plant on 
order 

(Ukhs) 

Equipment 

arrived 

(lakhs) 

PART A 

Nbw Sohbvbs 

Madras 

1. Haohkund Projeet* . 

752 00 

93 00 

40 00 


2. Moyar Scheme 

208 00 

60 00 

60 00 


Punjab 

S. Rasul So’, omo .... 

680 05 

274 16 

274 16 


i. Nangal Project 

United Provtncee 

6. S irda Soliome . . ■ . 

1744 00 

025 00 

025 00 

100 00 

100 00 


6. Mohemm.vdpur Scheme 

65 00 

41 00 

41 00 


Bombay 

7. Bhandard a Hydro-electric* 
Scheme. 

P. ‘Rohri Canal Hydro-Electric 

399- 00 

165-00 




Scheme 

Indian Statis 

Hyderabad 

9. Nizameigar Scheme . 

85 01 

66 56 

56 60 


Kolhapur 

10. Radhamigri Scheme* _ . 

161 00 

30 00 

30 OO 


My tore 

II. Jog Scheme (First St.ige) . 

566 60 

140 00 

140 00 

iio-oo 

Cochin 

12. Poringalkuthu Scheme* 

100 00 

26 00 

6- 00 


Oondal 

13 Gondal Scheme* 

60 00 

10-00 



Mampur 

14 Manipur 8 ;home 

3 60 

2 00 

2-00 


Patiala 

18. Doohi Hydro-Eleotrio* Project . 

600 00 

80 00 
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Scheme sanctioned 
■ 

Capitil 

Outlay 

(lakhs) 

Coat of 
equipment 
to be 
imported 

(lakhs) 

Cost of 
plant on 
order 

(lakhs) 

Equipment 

(lakhs) 

PART B 

EXTXirSIONS TO Ezistimo Sossms 

Madrat 

1. Papanasam .... 

39 40 

.10 00 

10 00 


2. Pykin* .... 

413 79 

63 00 

7 00 


3. Jogindernagar 

99-62 

42-80 



Indian Statbs 

lij/tore 

4. Jog Scheme (Second Stage) 

500-00 

200 00 

134 00 


Tramneore 

•8. Pallivasal S"liemo (Second Stage) 

310-00 

100 00 

100 00 

65 00 

Total (in lakhs of rupeea) 

7825 67 

1951 62 

998-72 

175 00 



or 51 2% 

or 8-9% 


Noth. — All the Scheme except those marked thui • are expected to be completed 


Mr. Manu Subedar: Mny I know whether Government have taken care, 
and if so, in what manner to see that tlie jiiiees foi capital goods m connec- 
tion with these schemes are nob inflated and that they are not very high arad 
to give us, if nob now, perhaps later in the session some idea of the increase 
over prewar pnees which have been borne by these orders’ 

Mr. B. K. Ooktaale; All these are provincial or State schemes None of 
the ordeijj have been placed by the Government of India; orders have been 
placed by the provinces or the States eoncerned The Elootricity Commis- 
sioner with the Government of India ii. generally asked for his advice — which 
may or may not be accepted I have not got the information which my 
Honourable friend desires. I will trv to get the same and supply it to the 
Honourable Member later on 

Mr. MBnu Subedar: Considering the verv heavy ontlav of 78 crores out of 
■which 19 crores are to be spent in importing equipments from abroad, may 
we not have some little report on this subject indicating the prices paid or 
may be paid by the Provinces and the States — that is also Indian money— 
and may we not have a statement given to ns indicating the prices paid and 
their corresponding prewar price so that we mav know what is the excess a| 
Indian money spent on these huge orders ^ 

Mr. B. K. Qokhale: As I said, I will try to collect this information 

PlOf. H. Q. Bang*: Is the Machkund project included in this? 

Mr. B. K. CMthals: Yes, Sir. 
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^of. K. O. Banga: Will the' OoTernment couvene a conference of pro- 
vincial governments and States which are interested m these schemes and help 
them to pool all their orders and place the orders between these different 
countries so that the; oan get the best possible material through the good offices 
of thr Government of India? 

Kr. B. K. Qokhale: The point will be considered. The good offices of the 
Goi ernment of India are already at the disposal of the States and the 
provinces. 

Seth Qovlnd Has: Are there any more hydro-electric schemes under con- 
templation? 

Mr. B, K. Ookhale: My Honourable friend may please await my answer 
to Question No. 1128 coming later on'^ 

Mr. Tamixuddtn Khan: Do the Government of India bear any share of 
the expenses of these scheme.s? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: So far as the sanctioned schemes are concerned, I 
believe that the Goveninieiit of India do not bear any share of the expendi- 
ture. But in connection with the Damodar Valley Project and some of the 
bigger schemes which are under consideration, there ig a proposal that the 
Goiernment of India should bear some part of the capital expenditure 

Mr. Tamlzuddin Khan: So far as these schemes are concerned, are these 
included in the post war electucal development s< hemes for which the Gov 
ernment of India will hear cerlam share of expenditure^ 

Mr, B. K, Ookhale; The Government of India are not bearing anj portion 
of the capital expenditure It is quite possible that individual provinces may 
come up to Govermnent of India for loans to be.ir the cost of these sehemes 
and to that extent thev would be certainlv pint of the post w-ar development 
schemes The Government of India will' be giving loans m accordance with 
the terms which they have laid down for post wirr developments 

Seth Oovind Das: Are Government of India going to bear any portion of 
expenditure over the Kewa scheme about which I raised a question on the 
other dav'’ 

Mr. B. K, Ookhale; It is still in piocess of consideration and nothing has 
been decided as to who is going to bear the expenses. I'he information of 
the Government of India is that the U P. Government are going to bear the 
entire expenditure, possibly coming to the Centre only for loans i 

Prof. BT, O. Bangs; Has the dispute about Machkimd project been settled 
and if so. how^ Are funds to he placed bv the Government of India at the 
disposal of the piovincial governments to he treated as advances or subsidies? 

Mr. B. K. Gokhale; The Machkund project is no longer in dispute. 
Fin.a! agreement was reached between M.adras and Orissa and there is no 
further dispute as far as I am aware. About the money to be paid by the 
Government of India, whether it is a loan or subsidy, I do not think it is 
a subsidy, but money mav be advanced as a loan on the usual terms governing 
such advances from the Centre to the provinces. As I said at the beginning 
in ccnnection with the Damodar valley project, there is a proposal that there 
should he a subsidy in addition to a loan ; but that matter has not been iinalis- 
ed and when it is finalised, it will eome up before this House for sanction. 

Sri V. 0. Vellingiri Ck)t>.nder; Since all these big schemes originate from 
the provincial governments, in what way does the Central Government come 
into the picture for consideration of these matters? 

Mr. PreBident: As the Honourable Member replied, the Government of 
India are giving advice. 



STARRBO QCK8TIONS AND ANSWERS 234i 

Sanction of Provincial and Gxntsal Govkbnmxnts fob Ibbioation Projxcts 

1126. Mxna Sultedar: (a^ Will the Secretary of the Works, Mines and 
Power Department please state in which cases irrmation projects are entirely 
Provincial and in which cases the Central Government’s sanction has to be 
taken? 

(b) How many such schemes have come up for sanction and from which 
Provinces? 

(o) What is the position when any irrigation scheme affects partly British 
India and partly an Indian State? 

(d) How many such schemes have been referred to the Government of 
India for their approval and which are they? 

ICr. B. X. Gkikhale: (a) The subject of water, that is to say, water supplies, 
irrigation and canals, drainage and embankments, water storage and water 
power forms items 19 of the Provincial I.egislative I.ist under the Govern- 
ment of India Act. Bift where provinces require financial assistance from 
the Centre, either in the shape of loan or grant, as also where mere than one 
province is concerned, a reference is generally made to the Government of 
India who scrutinise the schemes and give financial assistance if they are 
satisfied that the schemes are financiallv and technically sound. The sanction 
of the Government of India is also required in respect of “Grow More Food 
Projects’’ to which the Centre gives financial assistance 

(b) A list of “Grow More Food Schemes’’ which Lave come up for sanction 
from various provinces during the last four jeats is placed on the table. 

(c) This IS a matter for negotiations between the proMnees and states 
concerned The Goiernment of India and the Crown Representative are also- 
consulted where necessary. 

(d) No such schemes have been specificallj referred to the Government 
of India for their approval in recent years, but questions of water rights and 
submersion of land have been referred to the Government of India and the 
Crown Representative e.g , Tungabhadra Project concerning " Madras,. 
Hyderabad and Mysore and Bhakra dam project concerning Punjab, Sind and 
Bilaspur State and so on 


StAtement showing number of Irrigation Bcheines » nctioned by the Qovtrnment of India 
in pursuvnoe of the • Grow Mere Food ’ coniji'u’gn 


B. No. 

N, me of 
Province 

1 No. of schemes sanctioned in 

Total 

1943 44 1 

1944-46 

1946-46 

1946-47 

1 

Mrdr.'s 

• _ 

32 

1 

8 

41 

2 

Bombny 

- 

2 

7 

- 

9^ 

3 

Bengal 

17 

13 

19 

126 

176 

4 

U. P. 

1 

-2 

1 

1 

6 

6 

Bihar 

3 


1 

1 


0 

C. P. & Ber. p 

2 

1 

3 

3 

»i 

7 

Arsam 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

8 

N. W. F. P. . 

' 1 

13 

10 

7 

31 

0 

Orissa 

- 


8 

8 

19- 

10 

Punjab 

- 


- 

1 

2 


Grand Total SOI 
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Kx. MAau Sabadar: The Government of India are maintaining a very 
elsburate service for advising provincial governments on the matter of irri- 
gation. Would the Honourab'e Secretary tell us the nature of the work done 
by the Central Irrigation and ^ater Board and the nature of the advice which 
It offers to the provincial governments before these projects are finally taken 
up by the provinoial governments? 

Mr. B. K Ookliale: The Board was started only a very short time ago and 
there have been great difficulties in recruitment o4 staff. But with whatever 
staff is available every effort is made to scrutinise all schemes which come 
up and advise provinces whether they are technically sound and financially 
likely to be remunerative The nature of the advice depends on the exami- 
nartion of each particular scheme and how it strikes the expert. It is very 
difficult for me to say what advice is given, it all depends on the merits of 
eacn individual scheme. 

Mr. Manu Sufaedai: I;, it a fact that Indian State Governments also 
approach the Govcrimu'nt of India for advice because they have not the 
highly skilled personnel which the Government of India have? And is it a 
fact that advice is .also given to the Indian States with regard to their own 
smaller irrigation schemes 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale: Yes, Sir, advice is available both to provinces and 
States 

■Cost of converting the Library Haix of the Indian T.,kgist.ature into Cons- 

TITl'ENT AS.SEMBLV HAI.L 

1126. *Mr. Ahmed 2. H. Jailer: Will the Honourable the Leader of the 
House be pleased to state 

(a) the amount spent by Government in converting the Library Hull of the 
Indian Legislature into the Constituent Assembly Hall along with the cost of 
■furniture, electric fittings and other fixtures, 

(b) the amount spent on the first session of the Constituent Assembly , 

(c) the amount paid as allowances to the Members of the Constituent 
Assembly for the whole period of the First Session; 

(d) the monthly expenditure incurred for the Secretariat of the Constituent 
Assembly by way of salaries of the entire staff, 

(e) the salary fixed for the President of the Constituent Assembly: and 

(f) whether this salary is fixed after taking into account his salary which he 
already draws by virtue of his appointment as Member of the Interim Govern- 
ment? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Hehru; (a) The expenditure incurred by 
Government in making necessary alterations to the Library Hall of the Indian 
Legislature, imd providing furniture and other fittings, is as follows — 

Cost of building portion — Rs. 26,595. 

■Cost of electric fittings— Ra. 1, 75, 86.'). 

'Co.st of furniture and other fittings — Rs 2,02,100. 

Total— Rs 4,04,560 

(b) (c) and (d) I irivite the HonouraWe Member’s attention to the reply 
given by me on the 22iid February to the Honourable Sardar Mangal Singh’s 
Cuestioa No. 602. The Auditor-General who audits the 'iccounts of the 
Constituent Assembly will in due course arrange for the insertion of a suitffble 
note ir the appropriation accounts giving details of the amounts spent by the 
Constituent Assembly. 

(e) and (fV The President of the Constituent Assembly gets no salary in 
respect of that office. 
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Mr. Ahmad X. E. Jailer; May I know if these works were carried out 
departmentally? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not know. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: In view of the fact that the Library now 
occupies only the outer circle of the mam hall, is it not possible to keep it 
undisturbed even when the Constituent Assembly is in session because that 
Assembly does not use it? 

The Houourable Pandit JawahatUd Nehru: I do not know what the Honour- . 
able Member means by “keeping it undisturbed" It is there and it is totally 
undisturbed unless some member goes there and takes out a book and disturbs 
it. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: is the Honourarble Member aware that when 
the Constituent Assembly is m session the Library which is now housed in the 
outer circle has to remove its books and furniture to some other place and 
whan the session is over they have to be taken back? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not exactly know what 
hapi'cns, but we shall certainly try to meet the convenience of members who 
want to refer to the Library. 

Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal: Sir, is the Honourable Member aware thart; 
while the Constituent Assembly was in session some members wanted some 
books from the Library and the\ were told that some books and furniture had 
bee.i removed to other places and they were not properly docketed tmd sorted 
out and kept in proper places, and that it would take some time to bring the 
books out? 

Mr. Praaident: I am atraid the Hououiable Member is not aware of the 
facts. The question of the Library came to me and I stated that while the 
Constituent Assembly is in session the lobby of this Assemlily mny be made 
use of; the Librarian may sit here and if any member wants a book and wishes 
to read it quietly ho can sit here instead of going to the I.ibrary while the 
Constituent Assembly is m session 

Mr, Sasanka Sekar Sanyal; Since the iiibrary is now housed in the outer 
circle which is not used by the Constituent AssernbU irt all, is it not possible 
to keep it there without shifting the boc-ks and furniture while the Constituent 
Assembly is in session? 

Mr. President: Except perhaps a small number of reference bcxiks, there 
has been no shifting. 

Mr, Sasftnka Sekhar Sanyal: Even the^e things create confusion 

Mr. President: The Honourable Member’s information is not correct 
Financial Assistance to Indivns in (termwy 

1127. •Mr. Ahmed X. H. Jafler: (a) Will the Honourable Member for 
External Affairs please state what financial and other assistance has been given 
during the year 1946 to Indians in Germany 

(b) What is the extent of the support and relief given to Indians in Germany 
by the Indian Military Mission in Berlin since the cessation of hostilities? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: (a) Financial assistance has been 
given to any Indian nationals who applied to the Indian Military Mission for 
it in cash and by payment of hospital bills. No application from any Indiam 
for financial assistance has been refused by the Mission Advances have also 
been given on behalf of the Government of India by the Indian Military 
Mission and by the High Commissioner for India in London to cover the cost 
of repatriation by sea or air as the case might be, and incidental expenses 
on the journey. 
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(b) Por a full statement of the general support and re’icf given by the 
Indian Military Mission in Berlin to Indians in Germany I would invite the 
Honourable Member s attention to the Press Note issued recently of which 
a copy was laid on the table of the House in connection with Question No. 
718 by Mr G. B. Dam, which I answered on the 4th March 1947. 

Extension of HYnRo-ELECTwc Power in India 

1128. *Mi. Ahmed E. H. Jailer: (a) Will the Secretary of the Works, 
Mines and Power Department be pleased to lay on the table of the House a 
statement on the proposals, to extend the Hydro-Electric Power m the country? 
(b' Have Government considered the question of cost of these new Schemes? 

(c) What will be the saving in coal by use of Hi’dro-Electric power for light- 
ing purposes? 

(d) Do Government propose to extend the use of electric power so as to 
enable the villages of India to have the benefit of cheap electricity? 

(e) Have Government received any comprehensive scheme for the whole 
country with one universal class of machinery, which will produce one universal 
class of current and which will provide also the towns and villages with electrio 
power lighting? 

(f) If so, do Government propose to place it on the table of the House? 

Mr. B. K. Ookhale; (a) I would refer the Honourable Member to the state- 
ment placed on the table of the House to-day in reply to part (a) of Mr. Manu 
Subedar’s Starred Question No. 1124 In addition to the schemes mentioned 
in that statement 20 hydro-electric power projects ore at present under investi- 
gation by the various Provinces and States in India. 

(b) The responsibility for implementing these schemes rests mainly with 
Provincial and Indian State Governments These Governments will doubtless 
consider the various aspect of the projects including the cost before deciding 
to implement the schemes- 

(c) The power consumed for lighting purposes only, is a small fraction 
(approx, 11 per cent ) of the total sold for all purposes and the saving effected 
by the use of hydroelectric power for lighting purposes alone would therefore 
he very small 

(d) The Honourable Member’s attention k invited to the repK given to 
parts (a) and (b) of Vt. Sri Krishna Dutt Poliwal’s Starred Question No 840 
on the ilth March, 1947, and to the Broadcast talk given by the Honourable 
Mr C H Bhabha referred to therein 

(e) No Sir 

(f) Does not arise 

Foreign Markets fob Indian Textile Goods 
1129. ♦Seth Oovlnd Das: Will the. Honourable the Commerce Member be 
pleased to state • 

(a) the names of the countries to which India has been exporting manu- 
factured textile goods during the last three years; 

(b) whether Government are aware that a good market for Indian textUe 
goods has developed in Australia in recent years; 

(c) whether it is the policy of Government to foster India’s foreign trade in 
textiles and to encourage its growth; and 

(d) if BO, the steps that Government propose to take in this connection? 
The Honourable Hr."I. 1. Obuodilgar: (a) I lay a statement on the table 

on the presumption that the information is required for cotton piece-goods as 
well ag goods manufactured from them. 
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(b) Yes 

(o) and (d) Yes However, m view of the present difficult supply position 
of textiles m this country, it has not been possible to permit free exports of 
cotton textiles outside India They are therefore regulated on a quota basis 
and allowed up to the level of destuiational quotas which are fixed after 
tuiing into account all considerations, including the supply position in India, 
and the relative importance of individual markets 


N(kme» of countries to which India has been exporting manufactured Indian 
'1 extile Goods during the last three years (1944, 1945 and 1946) 

(1) Abyaimia (2) Aden and Uependetcies (3) Afghanistan (4) Anglo Egyptian 
Sudan (5) Arabia. (6) Arab Sheikhdoms m the Persian Gult (Bahrein Unseat, Dubai, 
Kewait Owader) (7) Australia (ft) Belgian ( ongo (9) British East Ifrica (10) British 
Pacific Islands (11) Bntish West Africa (12) Burma (13) Ceylon (14) China (15) 
Cyprus (16) Egypt (17) Free French Africa (18) breach Noilh Africa (19) French 
Somaliland (20) brench West Africa (21) Hongkong (22) Iran (23) Iraq (24) Italian 
East Africa (25) Madagascar (26) Malaya (27) Mauritius (28) Nepal (29) Netherland 
East Indies (30) New Zealand (3') Palestine (32) Portuguese East Africa (33) Reunion 
(34) Rhodesia (35) Seychelles (36) Syria and Lebanon (37) Transjordan (38) Turkey 
(39) Union of South Africa (now no exports)' (40) United Kingdom 


Prof. N. O. Rang*: Hnve Government examined the relate e jirices at 
which our textiles are purchased b> the Australian people and the pn es at 
wl ich they are sold in Australia itself ^ 

The Hononrable Rfr. I. I. Ohundrlgar: Prices m Australia are controlled 
and they give only a fan margin of profit to the importer 

Mr. Maan Subedar: Will Government give due weight to the other con* 
siderotion than the one which is urged lu this question namely whether some 
o£ the goesJs which are badly required in this country and m which black 
marketing is rampant could not be imported m exihange for cloth which we 
give’ Will Government give due consideration to that factor also instead 
of the factor referred to m this quesDon nfnxiel^^ tl^at India must build up 
iti own textile market and export inaikct for the futuie’ 

The HdhOnralde Mr I. I. CJhundrlgar' So far as quota for export to 

Australia is concerned not only the factor menticmed in part (b) of the ques- 
tion but also the factor that Australia supplies some essential goods to India 
IS taken into account 

Mr. SuAnka Sekhu Sanyal: What are the agencies through which these 
textiles are «ent to Australia and othei countries? 

The H<noar»Ua Mr. Z. I. Glhundngar. It is on a trade to trade basis 

Mr. Sa i a nk a Sekhar Sanjral; is it a fact that the trade agents who sell 

these texti'es outside make an inordinately huge profit m proportion to the 
prices here? 

The HooouraU* Mr. X. X. ChundrigU: It is not so m the case of Australia 
because, as I said, the prices in Australia are controlled and thev give only 
a small margin of profit to the importer 

Mr. Saianka' Sekhar Sasy'di What is the position ^n regard to other 
countries to which textiles are exported? 

The HOMOrable Mr. X. I. Chundrigar' The exporter at this end is required 
to charge only controlled prices from impoiters from those countries where 
there is pnee control 

Mr Sasahka Sekhar Sanyal; Will Government consider the question of 
examromg this proposition with a view to ace that the export is dona in such 
a awy as to make available a share of this profit to the Government of India? 
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ne HOQOorRble Mr. I. I. Obundrlg«r: That is a vt'rjr difficult propositiiQn. 

Seth aovind Das: Are there au^ such countries where our textile goods 
are exported and where there is no'^control o£ prices? 

The Bonoiuable Mr. I. 1. Chundrigar: There are countries, m which there 
is no control ovei the prices of textile goods exported from India. 

Dr. Zia XJddin AhmSd: Maj I know from the Honourable Menabcr whether 
Government have got any special officer to scrutinize in each case and see 
whether the article for which an export licence is given is an article which 
we cau spare and also to see whether tlie urticJeg which we import in place 
of those aritcles are the articles which we reqiiiie very urgently.'' 

The Honourable Mr. I. I, Chundrigar: These questions are examuied by 
the Iiiter-departmental Coiimiittee, becuuie it requires a lot of examination. 

Dr. Zia XTddin Ahmad: Our belief is that seine of the articles which we 
require very badly are expoited so tJiat people m those countries aie in an 
advantageous position than those who mutually manufacture those goods. 

Mr. President: Next question. 

J’ROVI SION OF BETTER Hoi;.SINU FACILITIES FOR INDUSTRIAL LABOUR 

1130. *Seth Oovind Das: Will the Honourable the Labour Member be 
pleased to state: 

(a) whether the Government of India in consultation with the various Pro- 
vincial Governments propose to introduce any scheme for providing better 
housing facilities for industrial labour, and 

(b) whether Government propose to consider the advisability of sponsoring 
a hire-purchase scheme with a view to providing such facilities? 

The Honourable Shri jagjivan Ham: (a) Provincial Governments have been 
advised to consider .snd draw up such schemes where the urgency is so 
pressing us to necessitate implementation even with the present abnormally 
high bui'dmg costs. 

(b) Government welcomes such a scheme in principle but aie afraid that 
with the prevalent high building costs a scheme of this nature may not be 
practicable at present. 

Mr. Manu Subedar; Are Government nw'are that every Provincial Govern- 
ment 13 complaining to the Central Government with regaid to the lack of 
facilities by the Central Governments for making available steel quota, timber 
and various other articles, and more particularly transport for the building 
material? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Ram: It is not for me to give a reply to 
all these que.stions, but I may draw the attention of iny Honourable friend 
to the fact of which he is a’ ready aware that there is a genuine shortage of 
all these things, and the Government cannot helji as long os the production 
is not speeded up 

Seth Govind Das: In view of the fact that so many new industries are 
being set up, will the Government think it advisable to have a definite plan 
of induslri.ll labour quarters in all these new industiies, and will thev advise 
the Provincial Governments ni this respect? 

The Honourable Shri jagjivan Ram: ^ have got a plan for Industrial 
housing, and in the last Provincial Labour Ministers’ Conference we discussed 
it and requested the Provincial Governments, in vFevv of the scarcity of 
building materials and the high costs, to examine such urgent schemes in 
their respective provinces which should be implemented very soon. We ara^ 
still expecting replies from the Provincial Governments in order to co-ordinate- 
all thoee schemes. 
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Miss Msoiben Ksra: Will tiie Honourable Member inform tbis House 
whether the Tripartite Labour Conference did not discuss this question and 
whether they reeomraended settini^ up of housing boards for industrial 
workers ? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjlvan Bam: I fail to understand hew a housing 
board is going to help in the matter when there is a scarcity of building 
niutenals and the work is not being held up due to lack of intention or 
deterniiiiation on the part of Government but due to lack of building 
materials. 

Seth Qovind Das: In view of the laet that buildings will have to be built 
for these new industries which are going to be establi.dicd, will the Govern- 
ment see that along with these buildings proper labour quarters are also 
built, and will Government provide a definite plan for such quarters? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Ram: Yes, ISir. 1 propose to bring very 
soon before this House a Bill to amend the Factories Act. One of the pro- 
visions m that Bill will be that an industrialist who wants to start a new 
factory will have to take a licence from the appropriate Government and one 
of the terms of that licence w'lll be that he will have to build quarters for 
labourers as well. 

Mr. Manu Subedar: Havmg regard to the difficulties of housing generally 
and the new piovisions which the Honomable Member proposes to introduce, 
will Government consider the advisability of having a housing ministry or 
somj other body at the Centre who will examine the difficulties because the 
difficulties of the building trade over-step the bounds of one particular de- 
partment'’ They are covered bv many departmental functions and at 
present the departmental people find it difficult to cope with this work. Will 
Government examine this qiie'-tion? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Bamt It is very difficult to answer a ques' 
tion of this nature. 

Dr. Zia Dddin Ahmad: With reference to the Honourable Member’s reply 
to Seth Govmd Das's question, may I just draw his attention to the fact that 
the Government also are employers of labour, and ask whether the steps 
which are taken by the Goveimncnt to provide labour quarters will also be 
binding on the Government? May 1 also know whether the Hotnourable 
Meiiibei is awaie of the suggestion made on the floor of this House that it 
should be the responsibility of the emploveis to provide housing accommoda- 
tion to their menial servants? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Ram: I have already replied that question. 

In the proposed amendment of the Factories Act, this provision is going to 
be made. As regards the Central Government undertakings, the House is 
already aware that I have a scheme of building 50,000 houses for the coal 
miners during the course of the next five years. The Railway Board ig also 
going to take up the scheme for providing quarters for their employees. 
Other departments are also being insisted upon by the Labour Department 
to provide suitable quarters for their employees. 

Sri V. 0. Velllngrl Oounder: Mav I ask whether the Honourable Member 
will also consider including in his scheme the feasibility of using pre-fabrioated 
houses as is being done in Western countries? 

The Htaourabte Shri Jagjivsn Bam: All these questions are being examined 
and we are striving to see how cheapest we can provide aocommodation to 
the labourers that may be regarded as a reasonable accommodation. 
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Ihdzah <)oirsi7i.ATB8 Amt Embasszks nr Fobjogit Cotrsnom 

1131. ^^Siith (Stovlnd Dm: Will the Honourable Member for External Affain 
he pleased to lay on tbn table of the House a statement showing: 

(i) the names of foreign countries other than U.S.A., U.S.S.B., and Great 
Hritain in yrhich Indian Consulates are in existence; 

(ii^ the status of these Consulates as compared to the Embassies of 
independent sovereign states in the said countries; and 

(ill) the measures that the Government of India propose to take in order to 
make these Consulates equal in status and authority to the Embassies of 
Sovereign States? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: (i) Iraq, Saudi Arabia, Siam, 
China, and French Indo-Chma 

(ii) and (ui) The Honourable Member appears to bo under some mis- 
apprehension The functions and status of Consulates are entirely distinct 
and different from those of Flmbaasies. Where there is a Diplomatic Mission, 
whether an Embassy or a Legation, Consular posts are subordinate to it. 
The Government of India are actively pursuing plans for the establishment of 
Indian Diplomatic Missions abroad to which, when they are established, 
Indian Consulates will be subordinate 

CojfTBot, ON Export or VnAmvH and I'hosium 

1^33. *Xr. Tamixuddin Khan: Will the Honourable the Commerce Mem- 
ber be pleased to state 

(a) whether the export of Uranium and Thonum from India is controlled 
-and it so, the nature of the control; 

(b) whether there was any export of these metals in the year, 1946; and 

(c) if so, what were the quantities exported, and what are the countries to 
which they were exported? 

The Honourable Mr. I. I. Chnndrlgar; (a) Yes Export of Uranium and 
Thonum is prohibited, but ex|)ort of Mona/ite sand which contains Thorium 
was permitted during the war in consultation with the Secretary of State. 
It has now been decided not to consult the Secretary of State but to consult 
the Works, Mines and Power Department. 

(b) and (c) No, but 227 tons of Mona/ite waj. exported to United King- 
dom and 400 tons to United States of America in the first ten months of 
1946 Ooveinment have decided to be strict in respect of these exports la 
future. 

Allotment op Land to Was-Relkaned Muslims or Chittaoono to settle m 
Patkoc Range 

tll33. *Mahar»]Icumar Dr. Sir Vi|Ry» Ananda: (a) W^Il the Honourable 
Member for External ASatrs be pleased to state s^bether it is a tict that land 
has been allotted to nearly 16,000 war-released Muslims of Chittagong to settle 
in the plains of Patkoi range in Tirrap Frontier tract near Ledo and srmilariy to 
the Muslim immigrants in BalUpara frontier traet? 

(b) Are Government aware of the anxiety of the Assam tribal people on 
account of this allotment? 

The Honourable Pandit gawahailal Hefaro: (a) and (b). Ko^ Sir, it is not 
a fact that land has been allotted in the Tirap and Bahpara Frontier Tracts 
to immigrants from Chittagong. This rumour was conbradioted in an official 
communique i.ssued bv the Governor of Assam on the 20th Jamuarr 1947 of 
which a copy is j.laced upon the table of the House. 


-t Answer to this question laid on -ehe table, the qaestioner being absent. 
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Comtkuni^tt. 

T?^e Vtl^tkin bf'Hit Ejttillency 'the pbverior of Amm he* beefl tOtJEflporU in, the 

Freei, which eppeer to have beSn dUseinmated by a coireapouaent at Tezoui,, that 
iaade, t« pettjp wpr-reltaaed itailim lahourtrs {n ci^ihui ' Ixcraded areas 
•f Amm. In particular ^6,000 iqch.;np(ii pUeged to hav^ been given I6anfi,1iy the Poli> 
tical D^paVlinent and to have been eettled m the plaina of the Fatkoi range in the Tirap 
Frontier Tract near Ledo. 

The whole story is a pure invention. No loans whatever have been {pven to ^any 
labourers, Muslim or other, to enghle them to migrate to any tribal area or settle 'there, nor 
has any scheme for such settlement been ever ronaidered 

R W. GODFREY, 

Seerftatif to the Oovernoi of Atiam. 

Shillong ; 

Vated the 20th. Januarji 1947 

E 1 PIUC 8 SION OK Views of Govebnmemt op IniRa on German and Austrian 
Peace Treaties 

11134. *liiaharAikumar Dr. Sir Vilsyft Anhnda: V\‘ ill the Honourable 'Mem- 
ber for External Affairs be pleased to state whether m view of the decision of 
the Goveriinieiit ot India not to express their views on the German and 
Austrian Peace treaties at the Big Pour Deputy Foreign Ministers meeting in 
London, they propose to su.brnit a Memorandum at the Moscow meeting of th# 
Big Four Foreign Ministers’ Council on 10th March 1947? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: 'Die Government of India have 
nitoiiiicd the Council ol Fou'ign Mmistei-- that they consider themselves 
vitiillv inteiestcd m the iuture '.ettlernent cd Gciiiiany 111 view of the part 
pliued b\ India in the war .igamst Cicruuinj and the intimate connection 
of the Cei'iiian setilenient with the peace ot the world They hav^ asked 
to have tho oj portumty to put forward the r views, to comment on the views 
of othei States and to ask questions through their lepresentatives during the 
diaftiiig of the treaty, and to take pait in the study ryf the questions of sub* 
stiinrc involved 

Welvaue Centres for the LTi-ivt 01 Tribal People of Assam 

1135. ‘SieejUt Rohini Kumar Ohattdhuri: (a) Will the Honourable Mem- 
ber for External Affairs be pleased to state if they propose to open welfare 
centre for the uplift of the tribal people livuig m the trans-frontfer areas of 
Assam ? 

(b) If so, have Government prepared any scheme for such work? 

(c) Do Government propose to entrust the Government of 'Alssarn to oarT 3 
on such work? 

(d) Ho Government propose to open basic educatk_, — 

areas (a) ,Membas (b) Akas ^o) Daffalas (d)'Apa Tenairg ( 0 ) An6r ‘Area '( 

Area (g) Tirap Naga Area? 

flie 'Itanhviiabte ^awatiaiial Nahro: (a), (by and (d). A five year 

plan for the development of the tribal areas of .Assam has been prepared and 
18 under the Government of India’s consideration, it contompiates, .among 
other beneficent activities the opening of certain schools, h,^p][l(als an^,, agri- 
cultural farms in the tribal areas, distributed in the first instance through- 
out Ihe more aeceasible re'gidns. 

(el The exact mannei: in which the development of these atdas ' wUl pro- 
ceed will depeni^ ultimately on the Constituent Assembly’s vie^s in'r^acd 
to their future, based on reconunendatiqba -fbom the advisory ooxamittBes and 
the 


sub-committees thereof constitu^d .^oificaUy to.^^se on. tbpae. areas 
Answer to this question laid on tfie tal^e, the*^'4dllo>ier blimg' Vheent. 
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8ree|ut Botainl Kumar Obaudhuri: Mary I know i£ the Goyemmpnt of 
AsBam was consulted in the preparation of this scheme which is now under 
ihe consideration of the Government of India? 

Tbo Honourable Pandit Jawaharl^l Nehru: 1 am not sure whether they 
were officially consulted or not. But certainly before we proceed much fur- 
ther we should like to consult them. 

PrOf. N. Q-, Banga: What is the approximate amount of money which the 
Government expects to spend on this scheme? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I am sorry I cannot give the 
figures straight oft but I could supply it to the Honourable Member after a 
slight enquiry. 

Prof. N. O. Banga: Is it to be u joint sclieiue between the Government of 
India and the Assam Government? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: No. Sir The tribal areas are 
directly under the Government of India. There is no question of the Pro- 
vincial Government coming into the jncture 

Khan Abdul Ghani Khan: Could the Honourable Member say whether any 
schemes are being prepared for the tribes on the w’ebterii side of India’ 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: Of course, not only have they 
been proimred, but reference has been made to them in this House, and I 
arm sorry that the Honourable Member was perhaps absent when this refer- 
.iBDCe was made here. There is a five-year plan for the North-West Tribal 
areas .and this has been passed on to various development boards. I do not 
know exactly when it is going to start 

Sraejut Bohinl Kumar Ohaudhuri: Will the Honouiable Member inform 
the House if the scheme which is now under the consideration of the Govern- 
mont of India was placed before the Standing Committee of the Government 
of India for External Affairs? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: I do not know. But nob in 
my tune These schemes have been incubating for many years and the steps 
that were taken were previous to our assumption of office. 

8ree|ut Bohinl Kumar Ohaudhuri: May I even now ask the Government 
of India to consult the Government of Assam before coming to final conclusions^ 
The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: Wo should gladly consult the 
Government of Assam or anyone else the Honourable Member suggests* 
But the present position is that the tribal areas are not within the scope of 
the Government of Assam. 

ImPBOVEMENT 07 OBBTAIE TRACKS IN TbANS-FbONTIEB AbBA 07 Ahham 

1186. *8reejut Bohini Kumar Ohaudhuri: (a) Will the Honourable Member 
for External Affairs be pleased to state whether Government propose to enlarge 
rmd improve the following traroks in the Trans-Frontier Area; fi) from Darranga 
via Dewaugiri to Puniikha in Bbutau; (ii) from Odalguri to Rupa and thence 
to Lhassa? 

(b) Are Government aware that this trade route from Odalguri to Lhassa via 
Rupa will be shorter and easier than the route via Sikkim? 

The Honourable Pimdit Jawaharlal Nehru: (a) (i) With the exception of 
a few miles, the track from Darranga to Punakha wio Dewangiri lies wholly 
within Bhutan, and is therefore not the concern of the Government of India. 
It is understood however that the Bhutan authorities are endeavouring to 
maprove communications within their territory., 

(ii) There is no proposal to improve the track from Udalguri to Rupo, 
unce it lies m difficult hill country. There is however a proposal to improve 
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the track from Doi Mara through Bupa to Dirang Dzong (on the Indo-Bhutaa 
jfroutier). 

(b) Bor travellers from many parts of Assam, the route via Bupa to 
Lhsssa would evidently be shorter m total distance than the well-established 
route via Sikkini It does not necessarily follow that it would be easier. 

Sreejut Bobinjl Kumar Chaudhurl: So far as (a) (i) and (ii) are concerned, 
ia the Honourable Member aware that a contribution is paid by the Govern- 
ment of Bhutan for maintaining a road m the British Indian portion? 

The Honourable Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru: 1 do not know anything about 
it. I do know that a large contribution is paid by the Government of India 
to the Government of Bhutan. 

Employment to I. N. A. Men through Labour Employment Exchanges 

1137. ‘Pandit Sri Krishna Dutt Paliwal: Will Honourable the Labour 

Member please state: 

(a) the number of Indian National Army men who have received employ- 
ment through the Labour Employment Exchanges so far, 

(b) whether it is a fact that these Exchanges have some instructions from, 
Government not to help Indian National Army men; 

(c) the number of Indian National Army men who have been given th® 
benefit of Government’s post-w’ar i e-settlement schemes, and 

(d) whether it is a fact that a few men who got into the suboiduiate services 
were removed as soon as it became known that they belonged to the Indian 
National Army^> 

The Honourable Shri Jag^ivan Bam: (a) jnd fc) The Employrnent Ex- 
changes df, not maintain separate records for the various categories of ex- 
servicemen assisted by them From time to time indications have been re- 
ceived that Tiidmii Nation.il Army men hftv'e been placed in Employment, 
but figuves are not available 

(b) No such instructions have been issued by Government. On the other 
hand the policy followed by the Resettlement and Employment Organisation 
is to make no distinction between the I.N A. men and other categories of 
ex-servicemen. 

(d) Government have no such information. 

Prof. N. G. Banga: Will Government enquire whether their officers with 
the various labour exchanges are not actually making any distinction between 
I.N. A. men and others? 

The Honourable Shri Jaglivan Bam: The function of the employmeni 
exchanges is to register the names of ex-servicemen and, when there is a 
demand from any employer, to recommend a panel of men possessmg the 
necessary qualifications. The actual employment is made by the employing 
authorises and in that the exchanges have no hand. As regards registration 
and recommendation, no discrimination is made between I N.A and other 
ex-servicemen. 

Pandit 8M Krlabna Dutt Paliwal: Is the Government aware of the com- 
plaints made by the All-India I.N.A. Belief Committee that the I.N.A. men 
are being refused registration by the labour employment exchanges? 

The Honourable Shll Jag{iyao Bam: I received a letter from the General 
Elecretary, I.N.A. Belief and Enquiry Committee, and after that I made a 
thorough enquiry into the matter. I am satisfied, and I gav© a reply to that 
effect that no discrimination in the employment exchanges themselves is 
made between I.N A. men and other ex-servicemen. 
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’Mr, BMunkR Stltter Is it a fact that with reference to (b) aboT« 

fioine of the men who got into the subordinate service were subsequentlj 
removed ? 

‘Mr. Presideat; Removed by whom? 

Mr. SManka Sakhar Sanyal: By the authorities who gave the ettijiioyment. 
The question (d) a as rather general and the Honourable Member has ‘ replied 
Jti general terms. But the question was whether there was such rehiOi'al and 
th-3 iurther question would be relevant whether some of these people so re- 
moved were l.N A men 

The Honourable Shri Jag]lvan Bam: 1 Imve not been able to follow the 
-question about subordinate service. Was it under the Government of India? 
If so, I shiill certiiinly make enquiries if specific instances are given to me. 

Sardar Mangal Singh: la view of iJie [lubbc importance of this matter, 
will tile (joveriinient of India find out viliat number of I N A people have 
been actualh taken into service Will the Honourable Member make a 
special effort'’ 

The Ho.nourable Shri Jagjlvan Bam: It is very difficult because at the 
time of registration ni the einploMiient exchanges no record is iriirde whether 
.V purliciiliii ex-serviceniaii is an I N A (« otherwise So it !>• very difficult; 
often to asceit.iin whether the eniplovijient that has been secured for ex-ser- 
Mienen tliri.iigli our agencies, was for f A or other eategones. 

Shrimati Ammu Swaminadhan: M.iy 1 ask whelhei some directions can- 
not he giM’ii to the Provincial (loveniinents that there should bo no ban on 
IN A men with leg.ird to anv emplovincnt ^ Thev are told hv the Ijiiboiir 
Exchiiiice ofliceis that hec.uise thev .lie Irom the T N A .iiid the character 
certitieate cl.is^cs them as grev or lilnck Hiov will not he taken in Tins ’ 
is till hiifgcst (lifTnultv thf-\ are- taeing today 

The Honourable Shri Jagpvan Ram: 1 think lu our directive which we issue 
to the ipsettlenient directorate, we have made it clem— it w'ns the same 
— that no distinction is to he made in the employment exchanges be- 
tween J N .\ aiul other e\ -servicemen As regaids the category, we do not 
show 111 oiir registers the character of particu'ar ex-servicemen and when we 
reeoiiiineiid tlieir names to the employers, we do not indicate anything .as 
regurcls then cliaiacfer It is for tile employer to be satisfied with the ; 
iharaetei ot tlie particulai candid.ite and it is not for the employment ex- 
changes 1 will however keep this suggestion in view and I will bring it to 
the notice of the Provinces 

Seth Qovind Das: The Honcniraldc Member s.Tid that it is difficult to 
know wlio are the I N A. men Can he finid out how many I.N.A. men 
have been refused employment because they were I.N.A. men"’ 

me HOBoarabte Shri JagiJivsn Bsm: It is very difficult for me e'ven to 
find out that I mav explain it in detail If there are two vacBOCies under 
a particular employer, he will approach the employment exchange and tho 
employment exchange, if it has got persons with requisite qualifications will 
forward all the names of the persons that ^possess the necessary qualifications 
and the einployer is fret to make his choice. The persons employed do not 
take care to report and evert those who are refused emplovment do not take 
care to report to oiir exchanges and so it beootaes difficult ‘fbr the exchanges to 
maintain those figures. 

Manlbea Kara: What is the scope of the Enaiployment Exchange? 
Does it find employment for demobilised personnel only or it funetiotnB for 
technio.sl civilian personnel also? 
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Tbe Bbnounble Sbri Jagjlvan Bun: Primarily the labour exchangea were ** 
meant for exnservicemen but some of the provincial governments have expand- 
ed tbe scope of the employment exchanges in their jurisdiction and civilian 
personnel are also being assisted through the exchanges 

Mlflq Manlben Kua: Bo the Government of India not jirc^se to ooutmue 
the labour exchanges even after the work of getting employment for demobi- 
lised personnel is completed? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjlvan Rajo,; Uiuler the Government of India Act 
1935 the question of employment is <* jirovincial responsibility. The present 
scheme is loi- five years 1 am alieudy m touch with the provincial govern- 
ments ae to whether they want to continue the scheme further than this 
pernxl and in that case the exchanges will have to be handed over to the 
provincial governments 

Sardar Mangal Singh: May I know whetliei the Government of India 
will issue ii'structions to their einployment exch.inges to the effect that the 
appointing authority should not be influenced by the remarks made on the 
discharge ccTtiticate of the 1 X \ men’ That is the clnel trouble. The 
Honourable. Mimber said that there was no di scrim inartion. 1 agree But 
in actual practice the officers are nifluciiced by the remarks made on the dis- 
charge certificates, which are ol course not favourable and that is the whole 
trouble If the Government of India issue iiietructions to the effect that the 
officers should not be influenced by the adverse remarks made on the dis- 
charge certificates, the tioublp of the T N A men will be over 

The Honourable ^ri Jagjlvan Ram: I have nlrendv espluinerl the matter 
ill detail I am atnud that the mattei of appomtnieni is not with the employ- 
ment exchanges, or with the Government of India but it is with the employ- 
ing. nuthoritiei;, W'hether they are iiroviiicial governnieiits or private employers. 

I shall exaniine that question further and see what 1 can do in the matter 

Aoe Limit for Applications for Commission fob Bx-Seiivxce-Men 

1188. *Sjt. Seth Damodar Swroop: Will the Ilonoui.ihle the Labour 
Member please state: 

(a) whether Government are aware that there is a general complaint to the 
effect that although the Employment Exchanges put m advertisements iu the 
newspapers asking employers to recruit their staff through them, the response 
from the employers has been unsatisfactory, 

(b) whether Government are aware that the applications for Commission 
from Ex-Servicemen above 21 years are turned down despite the fact that the 
candidates were ‘Other Ranks’ when they attained the maximum age and had 
exceeded jt only after demobilization; and 

(c) whether Government are aware that a large number of Ex-Servicemen 
become overaged for re-employment because Government recognise the period 
of approved war. service only between September 3rd 1939 and December Slat 
1945, and that all Ex-Servicemen were not released by December 31st 1946? 

The Honourable Shri Jagjlvan Ranu (iv) Goveiiinient consider, that pm ate 
employers itc not utilising to the fullest extent possible the facilities offered 
by thfi Emp/oyment Exchange Orgamaation. Effortb are being continued to 
persuade employers, both through visual and oral publicity and through indi- 
vid,util eanya^siiig, to notify their vacancies to Employment Exchanges and 
there ai:e already indications that private employers are becoming more Ex- 
change-minded. 

(b) It is not known to which type of commission the. Honourable Member 
refi^rs., maximum age. limits for the various types of < commissions are: 

(i) Begniar Commissions granted to, civiliaue alter passing; through the 
Military, Academy under 2J yieare <Mi the 1st Januavy of the year in 
which the course at the Indian Military Academy’ startsi 
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(fi)" Baguliu: Commissions granted to Indian Emergency Commission Offi- 
cers under 26 years (30 years in the case of Indian Electrical and MechaBuoul 
Engineers) on the date the applicants were granted their Emergency Commis- 
sions. These age lunits are 29 years and 33 years respectively in the case 
of outstanding odicers. In all cases these age limits for this type of oommis- 
eiou are waived for Indian Emergency Commission Officers who were serving 
in the regular I.A. m a military capacity on 1st September 1939 and who 
have continued so to serve without a break. 

(ill) Short Service Commissions — 42 years for a 3-year Commission and 
36 years let a 5-year Commission. 

(c) The age concession is so designed, as to render eligible persons who 
undertook ‘war service’ before the 15th August 1945 and who were eligible to 
compete fer the civil appointments on the date of entry into war service. 
The date up*/) which persons can count their ‘ war-servioe ' is related to the 
date on which the candidate is required to satisfy the prescribed agq-limits. 

All servicemen on war time engagements were not released by Slst 
December 1946. 


MOTION FOB ADJOURNMENT 
Muudek of Muslims near Kotwali Chandni Chowk, Delhi 

Mr, PreBldent: I have received from Mr Muhammad Nauman notice of an 
adjournment motion to discuss a matter of urgent public importance, namely, 
“the murder of two Muslims very near the Kotwali m Chandni Chowk, Delhi, 
yesterday and the fuiluro of the police to protect the 1 fe and property”. 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (Home Member). Sir, I received 
the notice of this adjournment motion after the question hour had commenced 
this morning and therefore I have not been in a position to ascertain whether the 
facts stated m the notice are correct. There is in the notice a presumption of 
the fact of murder. I do not know whether there were murders or there was 
fracas in which parties were involved or whether it was a matter of self-defence. 
I know nothing about it. Also I do not know whether these alleged murders 
were committed near the Kotwali or not: I have no information It is very 
difficult to get all this mformation in one hour. 

Mr. President: In that case, the Honourable the Home Member may take 
some time and ascertain the facts We will take up the motion tomorrow. 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel: I have no objection if the Hon- 
ourable Member thinks that this kind of motion is in the interest of public peace 
and will do any public good I shall ascertain the facts .... 

Mr. President: Let us keep over the matter for the present. The Honour- 
ablte the Home Member may ascertain the facts and perhaps the Honourable 
Member who has given notice of the motion may see the Home Member before 
the House meets tomorrow, so that he may also satisfy himself about the oilier 
aspect of the matter which the Honourable the Home Member has mentioned. 

MESSAGE FROM THE COUNCIL OF STATE 

Secretary ol the Assembly: Sir, the following message has been received from 
the Council of State; — 

“The Council of State at its meeting held on the 2l8t March, 1947, agreed 
without any amendment to the following Bills, which were passed by the l^gia- 
lative Assemblv at its meeting held on Monday, the 17th and Wednesday, the 
19th March, 1947, namely 

1. A Bill to provide for the continuance of certain emergency powers in 

relation to requisitioned land. 

2. A Bill to continue for a limited period powers to prohibit or contirol 

imports and exports. 



ELBCTIONi TO STANDING FINANCE COMMITTEE FOB EAILWAYS, 

Mr. Treiidsiit: I have to inform the Assembly that upto 12 noon on FUdayM^« 
the 2l8t March, 1947, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the Btandii^ 
Finance Committee for Bailways, fourteen nominations vrere received. Subse- 
quently three members withdrew their candidature. As the number of remain- 
ing candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare the following mem- 
bers to be duly elected to the Committee for the year commencing, let April, 

1. Shri Satya Narayan Sinha. 

2. Pandit Balkrishna, Sharma 

3. Sri M. Ananthasayanam Ayyangar. 

4. Eai Bahadur Devendra Mohan Bhattacharyya. 

5. Srijut Dhirendra Kanta Lahiri Choudhury. 

6. Mr. Frank E, Anthony. 

7. Mr P K. Salve. 

8 Mr M A. F Hirtzel. 

9 Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan. 

10. Mr. Mohammad Nauman. 

11. Hajee Choudhury Mohammad Ismail Khan. 

ELECTION TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOB DEPAETMENT OF 
TKANSPOliT 

Mr. President: I have also to inform the Assembly that upto 12 noon on Fri- 
day, the 2l8t March, 1947, the time fixed for receiving nominations for the 
Standing Committee for the Department of Transport, eleven nominations were 
received. Subsequently three members withdrew their candidature. As the 
number of remaining candidates is equal to the number of vacancies, I declare 
the following members to be duly elected to the Committee for the financial year 
1947-48. 

1 Miss Maniben Kara. 

2 Khan Bahadur Sharbat Khan. 

3. Sri. A K Menon 

4. Sardar Sampuran Singh. 
f> Mr. M A. F. Hirtzel. 

• ’ 6. Sardar N. G Vinchoorkar. 

7. Maulvi Shah Abdul Hamid 

8. Mr. Shah Nazar Hasan. 

RECOMMENDATION ADOPTED BY 27TH SESSION OF INTERNATIONAL 
LABOUR CONFERENCE- AND 

REPORT OF INDIAN GOVERNMENT DELEGATION TO PARIS SESSION 
OF INTERNATIONAL LABOUR CONFERENCE, 1945 
(Land on the Table) 

The Honourable Shrl Jagjivan Bam (Labour Member); Sir, I beg to lay ou 
the ta^le a copy of the Recommendation (No. 74) adopted by the 27th Session 
of the ' International Labour Confemece together with the Report of the Indian 
Government Delegation to the Paris Session of the International Labour Con- 
ference, 1945. t 

■t Not printed in these Debates. Copies placed in the Library of the House —Sd of D. 

( 2366 ) 
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Hr. Ha M. Joshl (Nominated Non-Ofl^qial),; May I ask th? Hipaourable Mem- 

dKto'whfil 4fe^ftitentions are in regard to this report? Under the constitution 

of thfe International Labour Organisation he has undertaken the obligation to 
place the 'conventions and the recomuieudations of the I.L O before an authority 
which ii' competent to ratify these conventions and recommendations. I want 
10 laniW how the Honourable Member xiroposes to consult the legislature, which 
is C'ne' bf the competent autliorities to ratify these conventions and reconinienda- 
tions I am asking this question because it is a question of the rights and privi- 
leges of the Jegislatin-e and how the Honourable Member proposes to give to the 
legislature what is due to it 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivw Ram: Theie is no intention on my part to 
bring any resolution The Goteriiment ratifies a convention as tar us possible 
and for ratification we have either to bring in 5 J3ill or do it by executive author- 
ity. If we have to bung in a Bill we have to come before the legislature. As 
regards the rights and piivileges of the House I have already placed the papers 
before the House and it is ojien to any Member m the House to move a motion 
to discuss these mutters, if he so chooses 

Dr. Zia Uddin Ahmad (United Ihovinees Southern Divisions’ Muhammadan 
liural) In the past these Conventions were ratified by the Assembly by means 
of a resolution which was brought forward by the Labour Member 

Mr. N, M, JoBhi: Sir, tile point is this I shall explain how the rights and 
privileges of tlie liCgislntiire are involved in this If the Government proposes 
j ^ to ratify the Convention aiui it legislation is ifiecessury, then Govern- 
ment comes befoio the Legislatuie But if Government does not 
propose to ratify it, then it is for the Govouiinent to bring forward a resolution 
that it does not pioposo to i.itify it It is not tair to tiie Legislatuie that Gov- 
ernment should eontent themselves by iilacing the Iteport on the ’table of the 
House Goveimnent have iiiidertakeM an obligation to eoiisult a competent 
authority and that obligation is not disi’tiuiged by merely placing the llepott 
on the tabic ot the House and leave it to non-offical meinhei.s to laise the ques- 
tion before tlie Legislatuie by a n solution w Inch is to be hullotted I think 
Sir, this IS not u piojier discharge of the obligations vvliicli the Government of 
India have imdertaken .Mv fiieiid Dr Ziti IMdiii. Ahmad has informed the 
House that there was ii time when the (ioveriimeiit of India used to bring for 
ward resolutions and consult the Tjegislature Unfortunately Sir, for the last 
few years the Ooveinment of India have given up that practice-'and I had always 
protested that the Government of India have nov been iair to the Legislature 
which they used to be before I would like the Honourable Member to consider 
this question rathei seriously If he has not considered it I would suggest to 
hill to make a statement on this question a little later on, but I would not like 
him to act in such a way that the rights and privileges of this Legislature will 
be reduced. 

Sjt. N. V. Gadgll (Bombay Central Division Non-Muhammadan Rural) : 
May I flay a word, Sir^ The former practice has been that even if the Govern- 
ment does not want to ratify all or any Convention, Government used to 
biing a resolution to that effect The Honourable Member may just consider the 
former practice. 

The Hoaourable Shri Jagjlvan Bam; Sir, as I have already said, on examina- 
tion if we find that w’e have not to ratify certain Conventions, then I will tring 
it before the Hoiwe. 

Zia TTddin Ahma4: Even if it is not to be ratified. 

Mr. Preaident: He will consider the position and make a statement. 



El/^T^IQN TO CENTRAL APVISpRY COUNCIL FOR RAILWAYS 
(Mftmbor for Railways and. 

Sir, I beg to Duoye; 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as may be approved by th 
Honourable the President, Sit non otticial membeis to serve on the Central Adviso.y Cou« 
cil for B^lyrays for the year commencing Ist April, 1947 ” 

Jlr. President: The question is. 

“That this Assembly do pioceed to elect, m suiii iiiaunei as may be approved by tli 
Honourable the President, Si.x iion-oibtinl members to serve on the Ceiitml Ad'ispry Coun 
cil for Hallways for the vear commencing 1st Apiil, 1947 ” 

The motion was adopted. 


ELECTIONi TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR DEPARTMENT OF 
LABOUR 

The Honourable Shri Jagjivan Bam (Labour Member) : Sir, I beg to move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
President may dirpd, ten non official membeis to serve on the Standing Committee to advise 
on subiecti with whuh the Department of Labour is oonqerneU, for the flnanual year 
1947-48.;’ 

Mr. President: The question is- 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in .such mannei as the Honourable the 
President may diiect, ten non offii ul meiiibei.s to scive on the Standing Committee to advise 
on subjects with whn.1i the Deiiaitment of T^aboui is concerned, for the financial vear 
1947-48 ” 

The motion was adojited. 


El.ECTION TO STANDING COMMITl'EE FOR HOME DEPARTMENT 

Th^ Honourable Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel (.Member for Home and Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting) Sir, I beg to move 

“That this Ashcniblv do piocecd to elect in such mannei as the Honouiable the 
President tn.iy diioct, ten non official 
on the subjects in t)ie Home l)epaitm> 

Mr. President: The question is- 

“Tliat this Assembly do proceed to elect, in si 
President may diie(t,-.ten non-official membeis to sei 
on the Subjects in the Home Department for the fina 


ELECTIpN TO STANDING COMMITTEE FOR DEPARTMENT OF 
INFORMATION! AND BROADCASTING 

The Honourable Sardar Vallabbhhai Patel (Member for Home apd Informa- 
tion and Broadcasting) . Sir, I beg to move : 

“That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable the 
Presidqvt’ raay./lirfi^,, iion-offi«jal members to serye on the Stpnduig Committee to adyi** 
on subjects in thq Department of Informiiion and Broadcasting.” 

Mr. Piesideiit; The question is: 

"That this Assembly do proceed to elect, in such manner as the Honourable 'the 
President may direct, 'Wn non-oflteial members to serve on the Standing Committee to adviae> 
on snJbjectf in th? Department of infprmation and Broadcasting.” 

The motion was adopted. 

( 2^7 ) 
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-- I have to inform Honoitfsble Members that the fbllowi^ 
dates have been fixed for receiving nominations and holding elections, if neces- 
sary, in connection with the following Committees, namely: 


. 

Date of nomination 

Date for election 

'1. Central Advisory Council for Railways 

2dth March, 1947 

28th Mtji, 1047. 

2. Standing Committee for the Department 
of Labour. 

26th March, 1047 

28th M Tch, 1947. 

3. Standmg Committee for the Home 
Department. 

26th March, 1947 

31--t March, 1947. 

4. Standing Committee for the D6p.artiaent 
of Inform ition and Bro’.d casting. 

26th March, 1947 

31st M rch, 1947. 


The nominations for all the four Committees will be received in the Notice 
Office upto 12 Noon on the dates mentioned for the purpose. The elections, 
which will be conducted m accordance with the Eegulations for the holding of 
elections by means of the smgle transferable vote, will be held in the Assistant 
Secretary’s room m the Council House, between the hours of 10-30 a.m. and 
1 p in 


INDIAN FINANCE BILL 

Mr. President: The House will now proceed with the Legislative Business 
■which includes the consideration of the Bill to give efiect to the financial pro- 
posals of the Central Government for the year beginning on the 1st day of April 
1917 Before the motion is formally moved I might just inform the House that 
I am informed that parties have agreed that the consideration and all the stages 
of this Bill will be finished by 5 p.m. on Friday, the 28th March, and all quea- 
tions outstanding at that time will be put to the House and disposed of. This 
gives five days Out of this, four days are earmarked for general discussion and 
Friday, the 28th will be for the clause by clause reading and the final stage of 
the Bill 

As regards the allotment of time, the House will get 14 hours for general 
discussion and one day for the clauses. The fourteen hours will be distributed 
between the various parties in the following proportion (I am not referring to 
hours but only to proportions). 


Congress 

Loigue 

European 

Umattached 

1 Oovcf -lent 

‘ i 

2 

■ 

■ 

1 



That is how I understand the parties have agreed to the distribution of time. 

The Honourable Mr. Liaquat All Khan (Finance Member) ; Sir, I beg to 
move: ’ • ‘ * 

“That the Bill to give efiect to the financial propoealg of the Central Government for 
the year beginning on the 1st day of April, 1047, be takes into consideration.” 

Mr. N. M. JoBhi (Nominated Non-Official)- May I ask a question of the 
Honourable Member? We read in the papers of attempts at arrivings at a' 
settlement. We would like to know before the discussion begins whether any 
settlement has been arrived at and on what conditions? 
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Mr. Prealdent: I will just put the formal motion to the House and 
Honourable the Finance Member may reply, if he wishes to. 

Motion moved : 

"That the Bill to give effect to the financial proposals of the Central Government for 
the year beginning on the 1st day of April, 1947, bo taken into consideration.’’ 

The Somourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: My Honourable friend has asked me 
a question. I am afraid I am not in a position to state definitely anything at 
this stage. If the Honourable Member would remember, there was some differ- 
ence of opinion amongst the members of the Select Committee on the two Bills 
which were Considered by the Committee — the Business Profits Tax and the 
Capital Gains Tax Bills. As far as this Bill is concerned, there is no difference 
of opinion because it never went to the Select Committee and it is being con- 
sidered by the House now With regard to those Bills, when I come up before 
the House and move for their consideration I hope I shall be able to make a 
statement. 

N, M. Joshl: I would like the Honourable Member to realise the diffi- 
culties of the members who would like to take part in the general discussion on 
the Finance Bill In the general discussion, I think it will be necessary for 
them to refer to the Government’s other proposals; if they know that there is 
a settlement, well, they will make a speech accordingly. If they find that there 
;s no settlement, their speeches will be a little different From that point )f 
view I would like the Honourable Member to announce to the House as soon as 
he IS in a position to make an announcement If he is not in a position to 
make an announcement today, I can understand it but as soon as he is in a 
position to make that announcement, the House should know what the pokition 
is, because the members will have to make their speeches according to the fact 
v/hether there is a settlement or not 

SJt. N. V. Gadgil (Bombay Central Division Noii-Muhammadau Eural) 
They can make alternative speeches 

Dr. Zi& Uddin Ahmad (United Provinces Southern Division, Muhammadan 
Eural). It is not necessary Wc have got the Eeport of the Select Committee 
and we frame our speeches accordingly 

Mr. N. M. JoBhl: That may be so from your point of view. 

The Sonourable Mr. Llaquat All Khan: If that is the general desire of the 
House, as soon as I am m a position to inform Honourable Members I shall be 
glad to do so. 

Mr, President; Before the House rises for Lunch — it is barely two minutes 
now — I should like to state that the time limit 'which I propose is 15 minutes 
or more if necessary for each individual speaker and in case more time is taken 
up by the member of a party, there will be a deduction from the party’s time, 
as time for each party is proposed now to be rationed and this is agreed to by 
the parties. 

The Assembly then adpumed for Lunch till Half Past Two of the Clock. 


The Assembly re-assembled after Lunch at Half Past Two of the Clock, 
Mr. President (The Honourable Mr. G. V. Mavalankar) in the Chair. 

Pandit Ltduhmi K«nU Maltra (Calcutta; Non-Muhammadan Urban); Mr.' 
President, Sir, we are now entering upon the consideration of the financial pro- 
posals providing the wherewithal to the Govei;pment for the coming year. 
I may at once say that this budget, which is the first budget of the National 
Government, has startling features. It has both a positive and n negative 
character. With regard to this budget, it has been said on the one hand, 
that it is a socialistic budget, a poor man’s budget. On the other hand, it 
has been said that it is a budget which gives or alms to give a death blow to 
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the industry in this country. Probably both are extreme views and the truth 
lies between the two. During the time at my disposal it is not possible for 
me to enter into a meticulous examination of the different proposals, but I 
would say this that this extreme opinion on either side is based on superficial 
view of things Be that as it may, I need only tell the House that, it plapes 
Members like us in" ii very intriguing position. There is the negative side 
that no new burdens aie imposed on the poor people, on the general mass of 
people From that point of view it has a great merit no doubt But, Sir, 
on the positive side there are some aspects in the finaueitil proposals which, 
unless they aie radically altered .uid modified, will have very adverce repqrcus- 
sions on the vvhole industrial progress of this couiitry As T rose to speak, 
I was told that the dead-lock vvlinb was contmmiig all these davs over 
these financial proposals is on the w.iy to resolution T will not, therefore, 
enter into details as T do not know the teims in which these have been solved. 
1 must, however, congiatiilnte the Honouralde IMeinher th.it hs ii.iine will be 
remembered for many a long venr to come for his bold venture in abolishing 
the salt tax From time inimeniorinl s.ilt has been a symbol of fidelity bet- 
ween map and man and on the issue of the salt tax one of the most moment- 
ous of Indi.in battles has been fought and eveiituallv won But, Sir, after 
all is said and done, from the point of view of jiurc economics, J can say that 
it Will give at best a sentimental s.disfaition Xothmg more than that The 
incidence of tax on salt is veiv low and T agree with those who think that the 
beuefits can never be ultim.itelv p.issed on to the eonsiirriers who bii_\ salt m 
very snj.ill (iiiantities But nil the s.ime, T support the jirinciide of it. 

In tins connection, I would like to draw the attention of tiie present 
I‘'i’icmce iMcinber to a verv important passage in the speech of the l.ist Finance 
Member, Sir \rehih.ili1 Eowi.inds when he was contemplating to abolish the 
salt t.ix On page 303.') of the debates he savs 



I would like to ask my Honouiable friend, the Finance Member, what he has 
done with legard to the suggestions made by the last Finance Member. Bead- 
ing the rejiort of the Goveinment Oomnieicial Appendix I find figures which 
are of a stiiking eliar.utei Out])Ut of Salt, in.imifnetured by Oovernment, 
rose to about 21 .5 million miiunds in the ye.ir 1943-44, but in the next vear 
it fell down to 15 4 million There has been an ftppullihg drop in the pro- 
duction of s.qlt and consequently there has been considerable loss of Govern- 
ment revenue. I want the Members of the Public Accounts Committee to- 
e.irefiilly pursue this matter It is to be found on pages 36 ta 42 of 
the Gommercial Apjicndix to the appropriation uccoiHits This is a very im- 
))oitiivit matter, for I feel that if -the suggestiouK g'veii bv the last Finance 
Member and the Commercial Appendix are carefully gone into, one will get an 
idea of the huge amount of losses. This is very necessary in this way that 
while the Honourable the Finance Member estimates that there is going to 
he a defliet of 56 54 cixires in his budgetary proposals, a proper handling of 
the Salt operations is sure to give him something to the tune of ten crores of 
rupees. Sir, another matter to which I want to draw attention is the ques- 
tion of sterling balances. My Honourable friend has given the assuranee 
that he will be very careful to see that the sterling resources are not fitttegetf 
aw;8y. But, Sir, there is an alarming feature in connection with sterling; 
balances^ I have been carefully, noticing .that in,, the course of. tbejlashiyeer,, 
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balance of trade m ibis country with the re«t of ihc world ha« been ad- 
rer^e. 'Frbtn the hgurea available at the present moment, I find that we 
have already lost aome 400 drores worth of Bterllng baWnoes by our foreign 
trade, inasmuch as wc are importing good deal more than we are eicpdrting, 
I'hiB 18 an a laftiriiig condition. A country which is really a creditor country 
now Inay easily becolne a debtor country again in the near future special care 
IS taken now to sufcguaid the sterling balances. 

Now, J ivaut to tell my Honouiable friend that though uo fresh burden* 
have been imposed on the general mass of people, yet the prodigious Weight 
of indirect taxation has been so crushing that the people in this country have 
been literally groaning tinder it. Some e'ftectlve relief should have been pro- 
vided in the Budget The most oppressive of all taxes we pay today ie the 
tax on human endurance The primary necessanes of life have all been so 
heavily taxed that life has become intolerable. I looked m the Budget in 
vain for any relief in that direction In the context of present conditions, a 
man's life is a long drawn battle for the procurement of one commodity or 
another. Unless this position is eased and softeneil out, the miseries are not 
going to dimimsli to any extent We had a full dress debate in the House the 
other d.ty on the question of Oontrol.s. M.\ Honourable flieiids on the other 
sale telt they slioutfi iiiaiiitam coiitiols on essenlial eomniotlities for some time 
more I lia\e no objection to that But iriv suggestion is that \ou should 
have an effective machinery by which you can control the distribution “You 
have to see that there is equitable distiibution of the controlled commodities 
in al' parts of the country >'or this puipose you have to issue special direc- 
tives to the provincial governiiieiils, and to sec to it that the directives are 
iigiclh followed and enforced Leaving aside tin's topic. 1 shall now' deal with 
one or two aspects' of the expenditure of the central revenues bearing on my 
province* ol Bengal 

Sir, 1 find that the Uentral Cjoveriiineiit h.is during the 'hst three years 
made- a con'rihutoii of la-.iiK IH c.ou-., to Iteng.d f have before me certajn 
reports and repicseiitations from the Members of the Bengal Lgisluture which 
all clearly prove that lliere have been culpable e.xtiavagancc ‘uid waste so 
much so that the audit department liad to make scathing ciiticisms on the 
expenditure I ask my Honourable friends over there, whether the G6veru- 
ment of India have been satisfied that the amounts that are made available to 
the lu'ovincial governinents, and the (ioverimieiit of Bengal, in particular — 
winch by the wav raises a large amount of tax for central government — are 
properly spent whether rigid economies are maintained To mention only 
one Item, I find that out ot three crorfes of rupefes mdde available to the Bengal 
Government for relief cmerations in connection with the last famine, only 
t?6 0,40.000 were spent 'by way of gratuitous rel ef and nearly Bs 2fi,00.00,000 
were waated on office, staff, and oontingences. The contingencies 'alone 
aniojmted to more tliah crofes I want rny Honourable friend on the other 
■side to visualise this, to realise what it means when hundreds of thoutonds 
■died of starvation, that though relief was ftiade available by the gen'erous 
'cotitribution of the centraf government to the provincial government, only a 
fraction of it was spent on actual, relief and the rest misused on establish- 
ments and contmgenofes This appalling wastte into which the Central Go- 
vernment must look.' T understand that the Central Govettiment also makes 
payments to the Bengal Government as “police grant’’ in connection with the 
central government undertakings in the province That grant is something 
in the neighbourhood of ohe crOre The grants mado to the Bengal 'gov^rnShent 
are not spent for the purpose for which they Are granted and that is Thy grea- 
test objection to those provincial grants. This year also the Central Govern- 
ment have made certain grants to provincial governments for bertafn pro- 
jects, with certain conditiobs attached to those gi'abts. One obndition, among 
others, is that ‘the provincial tantist exploit their resources to 
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the full and safeguard them. 1 ask Honourable Members sitting over there 
whether they have satisfied themselves as to the solvency of the provincial 
governments finances, if the^ have satisfied themselves that the money that 
IS made available to them is spent for the purposes for which they are ear- 
marked or whether they are diverted or abused for purposes other than those 
for which they are meant. Sir, m the Bengal Legislative Assembly recently 
there was an acrimonious debate ra'sed on this question in connection with the 
discussion on the Public Accounts Committee report. Prominent Members of 
the Congress party brought to the notice of the House cases of extravagance, 
of gross abuse of funds, and tbe ways in which the moneys were diverted. 
What was the reply of the Government? The reply was amazing. The 
Finance Member said that their Government were raising revenues, and not 
the Congress, and it was for the party in power, namely, the Muslim League 
party, to judge whether the amount was properly spent or not. 

Mr. President: Order, ordei The Honourable Member will restrict him- 
self solely to the amount sanctioned by the Government of India as a grant to 
the Bengal Government end to no othei t,ources of provincial revenues. The 
entire field of provincial revenue is not under discussion now. 

Pandit Lakshmi Kanta Maitra: I wts not intet'ding to touch on other 
sources of provincial revenues 1 have hitherto confined my observations to 
the grants made by the Central Government t<j the provincial government 
My grievance is that these grants are misapplied They are spent tor purposes 
for which they were not meant A grant is made to the provincial government ' 
of Bengal for policing Do you know what is happening? Tbe Bengal Go- 
vernment are utilising this grant for importing Pathans from the Punjab and 
that from the Muslim community for policing work. They have imported 
nearly 1,600 and more are on the way and this is being done with the money 
advanced by the Central Government. I ask the Ccntr.al Government to be 
careful about this, because we have seen what happened recently in the Pun- 
jab. The Central Government should take time by the forelock and they 
should be cautioned against allowing the provincial government to utilise this 
‘police fund’ for such nefarious purposes 

Khan Abdul Olianl Khan ; There are no Pathans in the Punjab. 

Pandit Lakahmi Kanta Maitia: They are all ex-military men from the 
Punjab and that from only one community They are all drawn from the 
Muslim community Some 1,600 have come and more are on their way. ' 
Sir, wo are passing through tremendous changes now. The political situation 
that is now facing the country demands the most serious consideration from 
all elements in the country. Sir, at long last tbe British have decided to leave 
this country by June 1948. The challenge .has been accepted by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru, and all honour to him It is up to all to see that the trans- 
ference of power is rendered smooth. But coming from Bengal and living 
there, I have a great fear, there is a great consternation among my whole people, 
because closely following this announcement, there has been a pronouncement 
from Sind and Bengal that both of them want to form an independent Sind 
and an independent Bengal, independent of British control, independent of 
control from the Centre. I ask the Government to visualise what that 
means to the Hindus of Bengal. It means that Bengal is to be one of the 
Balkan States in India, and she will have nothing to do with the rest of In^a. 
Well, Sir, coming from Bengal and from the minority community which has 
made tremendous sacrifices for the independence and freedom of this country, 
now in sight, we cannot view the situation with equanimity. Our province, 

I claim has made sacrifices comparable to those made by any other province. 
We earnestly appeal to the rest of India not to leave us in the lurch. Sir, we 
pay more than 80 per cent of the revenues to the provincial government. We, 
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Hindus, have not any voice or share in the administration of tiie govern- 
ment. 'Why? That is because of the communal award which has installed a. 
perpetual communal majority in our province. We had committed serious 
mistakes in the past, we did not oppose the communal award with one voice 
and t5onseq,uently we are now testing the bitter fruits of these communal dis- 
turbances and communal raj in some of the provmces. Let us not make that 
mistake again. We also made another mistake, we were not allowed to form 
a coalition ot the Krishak Proja party and Congress party in 1987. If we Qould 
do that much of the communalism would have vanished from the province 
and peaceful atmosphere there w'ould have been possible. I say all this more in 
sorrow than in anger, more m anguish than in anything else I ask my leaders 
to be very careful and firm 1 want them to remember that we have been all 
along with them in the past. We want them to see that in the shape of things 
to comn we may have a voice. We woint to tell them that my province which 
has sacrificed the flower of its jiouth at the alt^r of freedom should not now be 
sacrificed by them. The political and nationalist Bengal is evei anxious to 
remain associated with the rest of India, come what may, she wants to be 
within the Union Centre, come what may. Let there be no m'st.iko 
about that. I want our leaders to realise that we refuse to be segre- 
gated by force from the rest of Ind’A with whom we have cast in our lot for the 
last century and a half I am gratified that with regard to the Punjab the 
Congress Working Committee has taken a momentous decision, and by implica- 
tion perhaps also in regard to Bengal 1 may tell them that Bengal stands 
on an,Gqual if not a better footing. We do not want separatism; we have 
always pleaded for oneness and unity. Wo rchise to be in isolation 

Mr. President: I am afraid the Honourable Member is going beyond the 
scope of a legitimate speech on this subject. There can be no political spee- 
ches regarding the constitution for future India The Honourable Member 
should restrict himself to the administration ol the Government of India. Ha 
has already exhausted his time, and so far as grant by the Central Government 
is concerned he has had his say. He can criticise that aspect of the provincial 
administration which concerns grants by tJie Central Gavemment; but so far 
as matters outside the administration of the Government of India are concerned 
they are beyond the scope of the Finance Bill. 

Pandit Lakahml Kaata Maltra: I am grateful to the Chair and I accept 
these observations without reserve I want to show the relevance of it' in 
this way, that this Assembly provides money for, the Constituent Assembly 
which is shaping the destiny of this country. However, I am closing. I 
make this final appeal to all that in these oriticial times we must work to- 
gether and evolve a constitution in which every community in India will have 
its proper and rightful place, and that in such a scheme of things we the 
Hindus of Bengtd may not be lost sight of, ignored or sacrificed. 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir (Nominated Non Official) • Sir, I had a dream in which 
I saw the Honourable Finance Member sitting in an armchair trying to frame 
his budget. He had around him some of lus trusted advisers and he asked 
them whether it was a fact that large profits were being made by the sale of alt 
sorts of articles from a pin to a valuable diamond and from shares to industrial 
ooncems. They admitted that it was true. “Well”, said the Finance Member, 
“tai them.” "But”, said his advisers, "we have no precedent to go on; no 
such tax exists in England ; there may be one in the United States but we Jmow 
nothing about it. We have not even got ttie Act here.” Said the Finance 
. Member, “I am the first Indian Finance Member of the Government of India. 
I care not for precedents and I care not for advice. I tell you, tax these 
wretched fellows and get money out of them. Do not in any way be hampered 
by safeguards or by any questions of equity or honesty or justice; tax them". 
And so the BUI was framed. Then the Finance Member asked how compaines 
are taxed . They said they were liable to income-tax and corporation tax. 
"Double the corporation tax" said be and it was done. Then he asked,. 
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“Is it Bbt‘a fact that in England IndiVldiiBlB are fctxed to the extent of '^ ’shil- 
hugs abd bix pence in the pound?” “Yds”, they said, "that is a laot”. 
“Well", said he, “see that the indiVlduhl 'in India is taxed 15 anneis ^iaiid six 
pies in a rupee at a much lower level than in England They deserve to be 
taxed higher than m England. If England Hte the notoriety of taxing her 
individuals the highest let me hhve the ‘fadnour and privilege of'liaxibg inllivi- 
duals in India higher than anybddy else *n the world ” And the 'slab was 
changed Then the Finance Member lecttired to his officers on the, irnpro- 
priety hnd the nbwisdom hf getting rid ‘bf the Eicess Trbfita Tax TRey^ ex- 
plained to him the reasbns He said, “Well, if there is any objection 
to the E.\cess Profits Tax invent another tax frame a Bill and tax all these 
fellows, and see that nobody is let off Even if a company does not make 
any profit commensurate with its capital or commensurate with its carping 
tapacitv, — let them all be taxed No such idiotic idea as standard profits 

'Let every company he taxed whether it earns any money or not " And the 

Bill was framed Then the last injunction to liis men was, “See that my 
successor has no further scope for taxaiion" Sir, then I awoke to find my- 
self listctiing to the very lucid and well delivered speech of tlie Finiince Mem- 
ber And I tiegan to think 

Sir, this IS a Finance Bill and tliere usually is no limit of time Yon 

mentioned that this time limit had been agreed to T was not consulted and 

.1 trurst vou will give me a little latitude , 

Sir, I am quite prepared to agree to the dictum that m ordinary times we 
sliould not liiue detie t budgets But are we in ordinary tunes'^ Is not the 
defence budget swollen Has any of the war-time extravagances been 
curbed'^ Are there not many departments in existence today which would 
not li.ne lieen iii ex'steiiee hut foi the war * Are these ot;din.uy times'’ Are 
not othei eoiintiies which had been miolved m this war hav ng deficit bud- 
gets'’ I sa,v these are extincirdmary times This year which we are dis- 
cussmg is a rellex of the war and a deficit budget to a certa'n extent is justi- 
fied But to mv surprise T found that my Honourable friend Dr MAtthai 
ttcxid up to defend the budget He said 

“It would be detrimental to India s credit to leave any part of this vear’s 
budget deficit uncovered ’’ 

> I sliould liiue thought that my Honourable friend the Railway Member 
would he ihe last Member of Ooverninent to stand up and defend this bbdget 
As you know, Sir, he was part author of whftt is nOw w'ell knbWb As the Bom- 
ba/ Plan , 'and that plan advocated a three tfiobsand erore deficit 1W the 
use of the jiriutmg press for vVhat was called an eltpaneioniRt ecOUomv Did he 
realise that by supporting this budget hi its entirety he whs 'gbing aj^inst the 
very object which he h.id advocated 'At a cost of three fhbusAnd 'erpVfe to this 
Oovernment Some times we had extril dineet taxation of About IJ 'tb 2 
crores , and many doubted the .wisdom of a direct tax Of this IT&ture iti the 
mterests of thi.s country, — wheilier it would n6t tebd to hhrto OU'r industries 
and trade. This year direct faxAfion wAs proposed to the extent 'oi 36 'ererei 
and the Honourable Member v»'ho put his signatiire to a report which 'Advo- 
cated a deficit of three thousand crores for aVi exparisioiiist ec'OWomy had 
nothing to sav ligaineft this extraordinary direet taxation which wefit sUHdly 
against the objects which he had advocated m that report My Ho'rt’oufable 
fnend, Dr, Matthni then went a little fuVther aifd gave An extraordinary Argu- 
ment He began to feel that compared with the low rate 6f interest at 
which Government can borfbw, the ' high rate expected by the in’duatil&llfite ia 
not justified, and he wondered whether this difference l^ill not be (Yff-Sfet by 
3 the loss of efficiency, eriferprise and initiative shown “fey '^VAteTafeter- 

prise. He seems to believe that the 'difference can he hhtft^ted 
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by an arithmetical calculation. Mr. President, you have had a great deal 
to do with commercial conceiliB. Dr. Matthai, with whatever experience he has 
had, seems to have forgotten that companies that are floated can make a 
loss, that companies and industrial concerns can sometimes — ^for the first six 
or seven years — not pay a dividend, that companies have to set aside reser- 
ves to pay the loss and on many occasions it has been known that they had 
even to depreciate their capital. Dr Matthai ought to have known all that 
when he tried to compare these returns on industrial concerns with the returns 
on Govemiuent paper, and he was doing no good to Government when he 
compared the security of industrial shares wim the security in an investment 
in Government paper. Does he believe that there is no difference between 
the safety of investment in Government paper, and the safety or risk in in- 
vestments in commercial and industrial concerns? If such a comparison can 
be made on the floor of the House, how can the credit of Government be 
maintained and that by an Honourable Member of Government. He seems 
to forget what risks are run by industrial concerns, by poor investors in in- 
dustrial shares, and seems to believe that an arithmetical comparison can be 
made on the low rate of interest paid by Government and what he called the 
high rate of interest demanded by industrialists. He has done no good to 
the credit of Government, and let me tell him — am sorry he is not here, and 
T regret T have to make these remarks in his absence. 

Mr. Ahmed E. H. Jaffer (Bombay Southern Division: Muhammadan 
Bural); His spirit is there. 

Sir Cowasjee Jehangir; I hope it is, and he will learn. If he does not, his 
spirit will. At any rate. Sir, it is surprising that such a comparison should 
have been made on the floor of the House 

And then he went on to say that because there was such a difference, dif- 
ference, of 2 to 3 per cent between the returns of Government paper and 
the expected returns on industrial investments, they would seriously have to 
consider the question of nationalization (Interruption) I do not object 
to nationalization of industries if it is in the interest of India, but let not my 
Honourable friends in season and out of season threaten nationalization which 
does the country no good, which lowers the financial credit of India, which 
goes on bringing fear and hesitation in the minds of investois. If this sort 
of statements are made m season, and out of season, can you expect poor 
people, or rich people, to invest in industrial concerns, or to go in for starting 
new industries? No, Sir. Nationalization, let it come, but let not Mem- 

bers on the Treasury Benches go on crying wolf when they are not in a posi- 
tion to carry out their threats. It stops industrialization, it hinders produc- 
tion, and deadens all initiative for further production. My Honourable 
friend seems to have forgotten the days when industrial concerns were brought 
into existence with preference shares at 7 to 74 per cent, and with such speeches 
as we have heard those days will return. After this Budget was introduced, 
confidence was shaken. I do not say this merely as an arguing point; I say 
it wdtli a full sense of responsibility that after the declaration of this Budget 
confidence has been shaken. Even before this confidence was shaken, I 
know of an industrial concern which was floated with 6 per cent, preference 
shares and the underwriters had to take up 61 lakhs out of 176. That shows 
how difficult it is to raise money even today for industrial concerns. My 
Honourable friend. Dr. Matthai, forgot all that. 

I know the time is slipping by. I will take the opportunity on the other 
Bills to say more on the subject but I much regret that the T^nance Member 
bitoself should have repeated these threats: "If industriaUsts were not 
prepared", he said, ''to help the ooiintiy, Government will resort to other 
methods. Is not Bussis industrialized? India will also be industrialized.” 
'What he meant to convey was that if the industrialists in India did not support 
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hi8 budget wholekeartedly, he would nationalise Indicui industries as in Bussia. 
That was another threat. I am not here to examme the standards of civili- 
zation that prevail in Bussia today. India will have to be satisfied that the 
adoption of Bussian economy can be fitted into a political set up of a free de- 
mocracy for which we have yearned for so long, I will say no more. The 
Honourable the Fmance Member has two courses open to him: Either he 
expresses words of encouragement and support to industrial enterprise and 
allows industrial enterprise to thrive to supply the many goods that India 
wants or he nationalizes Indian industries. Let him not beheve for a mo- 
ment that the agitation agam.st his Budget js piopuganda, mere propaganda, 
coeicioii, and blaukmail. — These are the words he used I was sorry to read 
them m the press, I had not the privilege of listening to him. Let me 
tell him in all earnestness that industrialists in India will be prepared to help 
Government in every way, but they will not submit to coercion and to black- 
mail. Now, Sir, as time is running fast. I will not take up very much of 
your time except to go through very very sketchily some of the proposals, 
take the tax and Capital gams Before such a tax was levied there ought to 
have been a thorough investigation. We do not know the repercussions of 
such legislation We do not know what is the legislation in America. But 
We do know one thing, that there were ceitam safeguaids in the Anierican 
legislation which hove been omitted m the Bill presented to this House In 
America they took good care to see that long-term investments were encour- 
aged and short-term speculative ventures were discouraged Is there any- 
thing in the Bill in regard to that? As the Bill is coming before the House, 

I will not speak more about it except to state that I do think that even if the 
Bill IS to last even tor a short term, there should be a provision that all hold- 
ing’s for seven years should be excluded from the scope of this Bill. 

Then, Sir, coming to the tax on profits, which is I believe to take the place, 
to .1 certain extent, of the Excess Profits Tax Act, I am in agreement with Gov- 
ernment— if that IS their object — to tax war profits. To tax profits snob trs 
would have accrued under the E.P.'f. Act— I do not know why the E.P.T. 
Act was not extended — but the great defect in the Bill that we will discuss 
is that companies that had made no war profits in the year under consideration 
will also have to pay this tax. They would not have bad to pay a rupee 
under the E.P T. But they will have to pay it under this Bill. I say that is 
unfair. Take your proper share of the profits made by companies due to the 
reflex of the war T have no objection but do not mulct companies that are ^ 
just coming into existence or still floundering in the mud and tax them further 
by taking a little of their profits which are quite incommensurate with their 
capital or earning capacity . I would make this suggestion for consideration, 
and I do not think it is much to ask that all companies that would not have 
been liable to pay E.P.T in the year 1946-47 if that act had been extended, 
should not be liable to, pay this tax. That is my contention. 

I have nearly finished Before I come to Super-tax, does the House 
realize that under the original suggestions made by the Honourable the Finance 
Member, the taxation on companies in India would have been much higher 
than the tax on companies in England. In England it is nine shillings in 
the pound. By the original proposals it would have been 9J annas in 16 
annas. In England it is 47 per cent. In India it would be, under his pro- 
posals, 57 per cent. I leave it to the House to judge whether it is equitable 
and just 

Now coming to the slabs under the Finanee Bill, the tax will be higher in 
^dia. In England sh. 19 — Qd. in the pound is paid by an individual whose 
income is over £.20,000. Under this Bill the tax on an individual’s income 
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above 1,20,000 is 15 annas and 6 pies in the rupee. How can this be justi- 
fied? I have come to the end — I am sorry that I have had to leave out a 
great deal 1 wanted to say. May I add that this tax savours of — may 1 
call it — ^vmdiioteve punishment 

The Honourable Hr. Liaquat All Shan: Which tax? 

Sir Oowasjee Jehangir: The slab— -vindictive punishment. And may I 
add that it does not appear to be so much sympathy for the poor as jealousy 
of the rich. 

Sardar Surjit Singh Hajithia (Punjab : Landholders) : The last time while I 
was speaking on the Defence out, I took a good deal of the time of this Honour- 
able House m making out one point to which somehow or other neither the 
Defence Member nor the Defence Secretary gave any reply. I hope that now 
he vdll give me some reply to that pomt. I have been referrmg to the obsolete 
and unreliable aircraft which the Indian airforce have got. As 1 said, Sir, the 
last time, these Spit Id's, or shall I say Spitfire Id’s are absolutely unreliable 
and if I may say so are obsolete. Is it not a fact that the technical people of 
the Royal Indian Air Force along with the Royal Air Force definitely gave a 
report that these aircraft should all be grounded? That in other words means 
that all flymg on these aircraft should be stopped immediately And is it not 
a fact that the Air-Officer-Commanding-in-Chief, instead of accepting that 
recommendation he put these aircraft on limited flyings? Now, Sir, the effect 
of this was that a good many of our budding pilots and also some of our trained 
pilots have been killed I put it to the Defence Secretary, that the person 
responsible for ihese deaths, which is a national loss, should give nii answer as to 
the reason for his putting these aircraft which were definitely not fit for flving, 
for limited flymg. 

In this case, if the Defence Secretary wants 1 can give him some technical 
details as well For instance, one of the detects of these — I hope he does not 
call them modern aircraft — is that their teeth on the Bevel drive to the magneto 
has been found to be weak A technical fellow' from the Rolls-Royce people 
from England inspected this and reported that this was of a faulty construction. 
While, Sir, the manufacturers admitted, but our Air Ofificer Commanding still 
does not thmk that these aircraft aie unserviceable and ho risks the lives of our 
joung men by making them fly these unreliable aircraft Another thing, and 
that is the magneto itself, which is the mam part m the running of an engine, 
has been found to pack up a number of times If he wants another example 
I can also tell him that the teeth ol the mam gear wheel, have also been found 
shearing off very soon. Well, if that is not enough to ground these machinee 
or to pack them away and give the Royal Indian Air Force some decent machines 
to fly, I wonder what else is. 

There is one thing more and that is about the Gnffin engines I have already 
put a question on thgt point but 1 may mention here that these new' engines 
which have come all the way from England (and I believe have been paid for by 
the Indian Government) when they were opened their crank case was found to 
be rusted. I hope that the Indian Government will take proper action and see 
that Indian money which has been hard-earned by the Indian people is not 
wasted like that. 


Again this reminds me of the Defence Member saying that the Indianisation 
Of the service now rests with the Member But I should like to remind him 
tnrough the Defence Secretary, because the Member is not present here that 
toough he may be very keen (I know he is very keen) on Indianisation his policy 

TOto him ^dianisation cannot proceed. As an example I know it that in the 

St'fn ®***”^® recently, it came 

oirt m e^denoe ftat three services or three parts of the defence serviws can be 
fiiHy nationahsed today. Those are the Royal Indian Air Force, Se Royal 
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Signal Corps and liie Indian Medical Service. If they can be nationalised toda) 
why should not they be proceeded with rightaway so that the extra money that 
the Indian Defence Department are paymg to the British officers and the British 
other ranks may be saved and this money can be utilised elsewhere, where it may 
be badly needed? 

Another point which I would like to suggest is that an Advisory Committee 
should be formed which should see that Lidian personnel are put mto key 
positions m the General Headquarters. What I mean is that when the British 
quit by June 1948 we should be ready to take over all the positiona that they 
are going to vacate. I would suggeat that the Defence Member along with the 
Defence Secretary should see that the following posts should have Indians 
appointed to them : if an Indian cannot he appointed to these posts straightaway, 
at least a second in command should he put there, so that when the British 
quit they can easily take these posFs over The posts are. (1) The Training 
Directorate, (2) Military Operations, (3) Military Secretary, (4) Staff Duties 
Directorate, (5) The Directors of Warfike equipment, (6) The Brigadiers-General 
staff, m the Commands. These are some of the key positions which I consider 
it is absolutely necessary that Indians should be put on to them. I know a few 
Indians who are qualified to take them over But I leave it to the Defence 
Member’s discretion to appoint at least a second in command who can take over 
these posts when the time comes 

Another point which I wanted to make was with reference to the Indian 
brigade which is at the moment in Japan and on w’hich a lot of Indian money is 
spent If I were to give you some figures the\ would be very revealing. It is 
most astonishing to note that thi.s Indian Brigade which is supposed to represent 
India m Japan has got one Brigadier who is an Indian There is of course 
nothing wrong with that but when I say that theie is not a single Indian who 
18 on the brigade staff of this Indian brigade, not a single Indian who is command- 
ing any one of the three battalions m this brigade, it is quite a different matter 
All these posts are held bv Britishers It is they who lepresent India. Tt is 
rather surprising that India which is claiming independence and which claims 
that her own nationals should represent India >8 represented bv British officers, 
and here we find that the Defence Department cannot find Indians who can fill 
these posts This is another place where I am sure economy can be effected in 
the Defence Department 

Another point which I would like to mention is m connection with aircraft. I 
would suggest that a Mission should go to England and to America to get bold 
of decent aircraft for the Koval Indian Air Poree straightaway As I have 
suggested they can go to England first and if England cannot give us the right 
type of aircraft then they can go to America and get the aircraft from them I 
am quite sure that the American Government will surely come to our help and 
give us the right type of aircraft needed 

One more point and I have finished and that is with regard to the Indian 
National Army. This House has expressed so many times that these prisoners ’ 
should be released. I hope that these fellows who have to their credit nothing 
more than what some of the present members sitting on the Treasury Benches 
have done, though in a slightly different form, should be released and why 
should they be penalised for those very aofs? T know for a fact that the I.C S. 
are still carrpng on in their old way Whenever a member of the I N. A. 
applies for a job, although we have been assured on the floor of this House that 
there is absolutely no bar and that they have equal chances with others, the 
actual fact is that they are quietly told to go away. They are told ‘‘You 
have got no chance : you better go away, because vou joined the 1. N. A. you 
m^ot be ^ployed. ’ ’ I ho^ that necessary aclnon will be taken atid these 
xhaiafi patriots are given a ^ance to be useful citizens of India Wthout any 
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bar on them for their having 8erYe4 the Indian National Amy. In view of 
shortagd of trained peraotmei m oui? Defence Services which, necessitates at the 
moment, I believe, the keeping of British personnel, I would suggest that any 
member of the Indian National Army who wants to come back and sowe in the 
Indian Army may be allowed to do so. That would overcome the difidculty of 
the shortage of manpower. 

I am given to understand that in the Indian Medical Service the recruit- 
ment so far has been in the proportion of two Britishers to one Indian. In view 
of the fact that the British are quitting in fifteen months’ time the position 
should now be that the Indian Medical Service should be for Indians alone, and 
in the recruitment they should have only Indians Here again I would suggest 
that the key positions should be filled up b^ people who are good who are already 
in the Indian Medical Service. 

There is one point to which I also referred during the cut motion and that is 
the duplication of certain things in the General Headquarters, for instance the 
labour and resettlement. You have already got a Labour Department in the 
Government of India. But the Defence Services are running another Depart- 
ment, that is, the Eesettlement Department which is doing exactly the same 
thing which the Labour Department is doing. I see no reason why this money 
should not be saved. The Eesettlement work should go to the Labour Depart- 
ment. 

The Defence Secretary will bear me out when I say that when a unit moves 
from one place to another it moves on a warrant This warrant, as you know. 
Sir, is a special concession to the Government of India. When a section of the 
General Headquarters moves from Delhi to Simla I believe each officer gets three 
first class fares which is, if I may say so. about six times the amount that an 
officer moving along with a unit is entitled to This I think is sheer waste of 
money. I hope that in future when the General Headquarters or a part of it 
moves from Delhi to Simla, it will be borne in mind that they move on a 
warrant and not that each officer gets three first class fares. Probably the 
Defence Secretary will come out with the explanation that this la to compensate 
them for the disturbance involved in moving from one place to another That 
disturbance is in no way more than the disturbance of an officer in a unit moving 
.from one place to another. I see no justification why these officers should in 
any case get more than what the other officers are getting. 

Sir, I have practically finished The senior officers go on to England for 
short courses. What happens to them over there? They go from this place to 
attend a course which is supposed to be beneficial for India’s Defence Forces. 
But as soon as they reach England they attend a two or three da vs’ course and 
then they are stuck up over there — I should not like to say why — for a passage 
back. They ^ actually spend probably a month or two months over there m 
England, living with their family or somebody Here again, in view of the 
changing circumstances and the changing times in India I hope that in future 
it is not the British senior officers who go and attend these courses but it should 
be Indian senior officers who should go and attend these courses, for very soon 
India will have these posts filled by Indians It is good to start off giving them 
training on these lines rightaway. 

Another small, part of this is I believe the British Other Banks Thev get 
special leave, probably are flown over to England to their homes and that 
expense is borne by the Defence Department. This is a very considerable 
^oimt and can easily be curtailed if not altogether stopped, bv changing 
these pereonnel, as I said by Tndianisation As soon as our armv, our naw and 
our Air Force gete Indian personnel these repatriation trips which cost India so 
much mil automatically be stopped and India will save quite a lot of money like 
that. Sir, I have finished. 
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Sreejttt Bobloi Kumai OhaudHuri (Assam Valley. Non-Muhammadan) Sir. 
I ain a small man coming from a small provinoa, Assiim. All the same. Sir, J. 
feel it my duty to pay my tribute of appreciation to the Honourable the Finance 
Member for his hnancial proposals. I think, Sir, it is the first genome a^mpt 
m the right dii'eotioii. Jiy right direction 1 mean that to impose the burden of 
taxation on those people who are able to bear it and to lighten as much as 
possible the burden on the poorer section of the people. Sir, I do not torget 
that there is a sharp difference of opinion m the country on his budget proposals 
and that difference has also crept into the Select Committee. But I am glad to 
hear that a workable understanding has been arrived at and the Honourable the 
Fmance Member has taken the practical step of making the financial proposals 
in a manner which will show how the future Finance Ministers have to act, 
namely, to lighten the burden as much as possible on the poorer section of the 
people. I would have been glad if I could have spoken as eulogistically about 
his sympathy for the poor provinces like Assam. Mountain of grievances have 
been pent up for a very long time and it will take a long time and it will be a 
tedious tale if I were to tell the House what my province and my people feel 
about Government of India’s lack of sympathy. Lest I should not have enough 
time I will just give the headlines of what I want to sav If these headlines are 
investigated sympathetically by the Honourable Finance Minister he will be able 
to remove a good deal of the injustices which have been done to my province. 

First of all I will refer to the excise duty on petrol and kerosene, poor grant of 
subvention by the Otto Neimeyer Award, the collection of excise duty on unoured 
betel nuts in the province of Assam, the failure to distnbute any part of the 
export duty on tea on production basis, poor grant for post-war reconstruction 
work, the opium policy by which the manufacture of opium by the Government 
of India is still going on and which has acted very adversely on the prohibition 
policy adopted by the province of Assam, the refusal to emp'oy any native of 
the province of Assam in the Secretariat, Postal Department, Communication, 
Excise Department and in the Bailway Department and ♦he discharge of 
Emergency Commissioned Officers in the Military Department belonging to the 
province of Assam. 

As regards the first point, the entire excise duty which is levied is taken by 
the Government of India and not even a small moiety is given to the province. 
On this matter, fur over a decade European and Indian members coming from 
Assam have spoken year after vear. Mr Hookenhall, m this House from 
Assam, Mr Abdul Mafin Chaudhury and the late lamented Nabin Ch.indra 
Bardoloi and Mr Basanta Kumar Das have repeatedly spoken about it and all 
Finance Mmisters and Members of Assam, from Sir Abraham Lone, Sir 
Muhammad Saadulla and others have repeatedly stated in the Budget that 
great injustice has been done to the province. Tte Joint Parliamentary Com- 
mittee which is known as the Perev Committee had also drawn attention to this 
injustice to Assam Notwithstanding all this, in the Neimeyer award only a 
sum of Es. 30 lakhs was given as subvention to Assam No portion of the petrol 
and kerosene excise duty was given to the province. The provinces of Sind, 
Orissa and the N -W. F. P were given liberal subvention. The N.-W. F. P. 
got a crore. In the case of Sind it was more than a crore. Altho\:(gh more than 
three crores is collected from Assam in the shape of excise duty on petrol and 
kerosene, not more than 80 lakhs is given to that province as subvention, 'l^at- 
ever may have happened in the past, there is a popular Government in power 
now, consisting of represebtatives of the mafes' political parties in India. That 
being the case, may we not expect that a good portion, at least half of this 
excise duty should be allotted to the province. It may be urged that the pro- 
vince of Assam has not been helping herself and that it has therefore been 
reduced to this predicament. I would in this draw the attention to the speech 
delivered by the Finance IVfinister of Assam in presenting the budget for the 
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next year in course of which, he had bitterly and poignantly criticised the 
npathy of the Central liovernment. In the year 1947-48 the province of Assam 
has a dedcit of half a orore. The utmost limit of taxation has been reached m 
Assam. They have m order to balance their Budget done away with the 
remission of 60 per cent, of land itvenue which had to be given before. They 
imposed an agricultural income-tax. Uurs is one of the first provinces which 
has imposed agricultural mcome-tax. They have imposed amusement and 
bettmg taxes, revised the Motor Vehicle Taxation Act and mtroduoed the Motor 
Spirit and Lubricant Tax. They have also introduced new taxation for the next 
year in order to balance the Budget. 1 repeat that the utmost hmit of taxation 
has been reached m the province and unless the Government of India distri- 
butes a little more of the excise duty which they levy the province will be in a 
helpless condition. It may be said that vast areas of land are lying waste and 
because of that reason the province has not been able to stand on her legs. This 
IB not so. There is not an inch of waste land available in the province and there 
IS no room for development in that direction. 

I come now to the betel nut tax. It is a small tax. I do not know how the 
Government of India can get any substantial amount out of it. My Honourable 
friend’s predecessor was good enough to reduce the tax. I had- assured the 
people in my province now that my Honourable friend is in charge of affairs and 
since he had visited Assam and seen the poverty stricken people of Assam I 
would secure for them remission from that tax I must express my disappoint- 
ment that no remission has been given but there is yet time to make that 
declaration. A reduction could easily have been made. Then the excise duty is 
levied in a very oppressive manner in our Province. Under the law, as T 
understand it, no tax can be levied on uncured betel-nuts, and I can tell you 
that there are no cured betel-nuts m my province. Betel-nuts are not cultivated 
on a commercial scale or sold on a commercial scale. Betel-nuts aio consumed 
by the people themselves. But what do these excise people do? They go to 
the locality, count the trees and put an imaginary figure of the betel-huts. 
Whereas M cured betel-nuts make one lb , 40 uncured betel-nuts are taken as 
one lb, and tax is levied which is just the double On the one hand, it is said 
that there is no tax on uncured betel-nuts and, on the other hand, instructions 
have been issued by the Government of India that 40 uncured betel-nuts will 
.be taken as one lb. This has been a very oppressive tax on the poor people 
An ordinary peasant cannot offer tea or any other drink when a guest comes 
to his house, but he offers betel-nuts. Therefore, this tax on them is rather 
cruel. In our parts of the country we do not take spices with betel-nuts just as 
people do in northern India. There the poor people only take the b«tel-nut 
and the pan leaf and for that, too, they have to pay a heavy tax Eecently, 
I had brought to the notice of the Government of India the incidence of this tax 
What happens is this. An Excise officer goes there and says that there is so 
much betel-nut and therefore so much tax is to be paid. I brought this matter 
to the notice of the Superintendent of Excise What the Government of India 
Secretariat has written to me was this that because the peasants could not give 
account of the cured betel-nut which they had sold in the previous year, there- 
fore the officer merely by guess had fixed this amount. There was no cured betel- 
nut in those villages. How could thev give anv account? So, unnecessarily 
this tax was levied. I would suggest that this small tax which is a burden on 
the poor people should he done awav with now that you have tapped more 
ibcrative sources of taxation. 

T would also suggest, as T said before, that the export duty on tea should 
not be entirely swallowed by the Government of India A part of this duty 
should also be given to the province of Assam As it is, we do not get any- 
thing out of the tea which is produced there People who live in other parts ef 
India take much better tea than we do. The first quality of tea goes to England 
snd the second quality goes to other parts of India and we take the verv poor 
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quality of tea dusts there, and that is all we get out of it. Then, the labourers 
in these tea gardens come from other places and not one of them belongs to the 
provmce of Assam. So, I say that out of this duty which is levied on Tea 
which 18 produced m Assam, we ought to get a share of it on production basis. 
We do not get any share of it at present. The offices of most of the companies 
are either in Kiigland or in Calcutta. So, the income-tax that is levied on tea is 
collected either in Bengal or in England We do not get any share of that 
income-tax which is levied on tea So, I suggest that a share of the export duty 
on tea should be given to Assam. If it is distributed amongst the tea growing 
provinces in India, it should be distributed on the production basis just as excise 
duty on jute is distnbuted nowadays. We get very little excise duty on jute 
because our production of jute is much smaller than that of Bengal. We did not 
adopt the suicidal policy of substituting jute for rice So, today fortunately we 
are not in such a bad need of rice as the Bengalis are because Bengal has taken 
to the cultivation of jute in preference to food crop 

Then, Sir, as regards the grant to the post-war reconstruction department 
Government has given us a grant on the basis of population, but it has entirely 
forgotten that the brunt of this war had fallen on the province of Assam and 
therefore due note ought to have been taken of the damage done to that provmce 
and the hardship that it had to undergo because a portion of this provmce was 
really the battle-field in 1942 and 1944 as well 

Then, Sir, the most disgraceful item of the budget is the item which has been 
shown at page 5 of the Demands for Giants I refete to the Demand for Opium 
There you will see that a targe sum of mone\ has been a'lotted for Gliazipur 
Opium Factory, pavment for special cultivation in Malwa, payment for opium 
cultivation in the United rrovuiees, miscellaneous charges at the ports, Neemuch 
opium factoiy, costs of police guards, charges in England, etc For whoa© 
benefits are you rnanufacturing this opium ' .\tc sou mamifactuniig tliis opium 
for consumption by the Indian.s heie^ Do you want to carry on consumption of 
opium here when provinces like Assam have adopted a complete pohov of opium 
prohibition? They do not take nn\ opium out of the Govermiient Treasury at 
all You are manufacturing opium here so that it may be smuggled and sold in 
Assam. Sir, the whole policy of opium prohibition has been made a failure in 
Assam for action of Government of India and we are making best efforts to stop 
smuggling. We are hearing of the total prohibition of liquor, much to the in- 
convenience of my friends to my right (meaning the European), but you are 
following the policy of producing opium, not for the benefit of Tnciia but for tho 
beiiefiii^f the smugglers, w-ho are making a huge profit out of the opium which 
is smuggled fiom bote to Assam Formerly, the price of opium was Rs 2 per tola 
but now the price of the smuggled opium comes to nearly Es. 50 per tola This 
is from the ofiScial reports. Therefore, thev have started investigation and they 
have adopted fresh measures to combat this evil But they will not succeed so 
long as opium is available in Malwa and the United Provinces and they cannot 
stop it being smuggled to the provmce of Assam So. I would humbly suggest 
that if vour cry of prohibition has really any meaning and if you are serious 
about it, the first step which a popular government ought to take is to sacrifice 
the revenue which it derives from opium and stop its manufacture altogether in 
India. You might sav that opium is not consumed as much bv the people of 
India as it is consumed by the people outside India. But you have no right to 
give the supply of this poison to any class of human beings, no matter whether 
they belong to India or elsewhere. 

I will only repeat what has been said over and over again. Eepetition is 
necessfir.v Formerly we were begging and praying I do not want to repeat 
those plaintive wails or those piteous appeals for merev I want to make it clear 
to the House that the time has changed. Tf you want to keep Assam within 
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India, if you want to include Assam in the Union Government or in any Central 
4 p.M. Govermnent which you are going to have under the new constitution, 
you must make up your mmd today and see that full justice is done 
to Assam. At this critical juncture in the history of Assam, the reply which the 
Fmance Member is going to give to the demands of Assam will go a long way to 
help Assam to make her decision, whether she should at all agree to come under a 
constitution which is framed tor the benefit of other parts of India, whether 
she should submit to the draining of her entire excise duty from the province for 
the benefit of other parts of India. You have seriously to think about it 
Whether you want to include us in Hindustan or whether you want to include 
us in Pakistan, whatever you want to do with us, you must make up your mmd, 
whether you belong to the Congress or whether you belong to the Muslim League, 
you must make up your mind and tell us what you are going to do, whether you 
will do justice to Assam, whether you wPI remove this great financial injustice 
which has been perpetrated for years on the people of Assam and the reply of 
the Honourable Finance Member to questions raised by me, will be taken as 
a reply of the whole Government and wi'l go along way in helping our decision 
about future action 

Miss Manlben Kara (Nominated Non-Official) $ir, I rise to welcome the 
budget together with the taxation proposals contained therein I consider the 
present budget as presented by the Honourable the Finance Member as a bold 
budget, it is a budget which definitely indicates a break with the past It is a 
budget which has for the first time been presented before the country with a 
particular social objective It is not only a budget to find money from the 
public, which has been done year after year. I who represent the common man 
in this country, am going to judge the budget from the social objectives which 
have been so ably expressed by the Honourable the Finance Member himself 
The Finance Member said that he was faced with a deficit of 67 crores and he 
was going to fill in this gap keeping in view the social objective which he describ- 
ed to be “to reduce to the maximum extent possible the glaring disparity which 
exists today between the income and the standards of life of the wealthy classes 
.and the vast multitude of poverty stricken masses and to contribute to tho best 
of his ability to improve the lot of the common man” He also further pointed 
out “that India was a land of ghmng contrasts and disparities, and during the 
war these have been accentuated by the rich becoming richer and the poor poorer 
and that a condition in which the few are able to wield such power over the many 
can hardly be regarded as any thing but a negation of the principles of social 
justice”. Sir, I challenge anybody in this House and outside this House who 
talks in the name of common man to challenge these social objectives with which 
the budget has been presented to us. If for nothing else, I would congratulate 
the Honourable the Finance Member that he has set forth before the country 
these taxation proposals with a view to achieve these social objectives which I 
have once again read before you to refresh the memories of the dissenting mem- 
bers of the Select Committee. 

Sir, the Honourable the Finance Member has further said that he was willing, 
if he was convinced that the present proposals were going to crush industnes, to 
revise his opinion, But, I w’ould ask, Sir, is it not a fact that in the years of 
war, money has been minted by the industrialists of this country at the cost of 
the poor^* Can anybody honestly deny that the rich have become richer at the 
cost of the poor, during this war judging them even by their declared profits, 
keeping aside the hidden profits? Can anybody deny the fact that the rich have 
become richer and the poor, in spite of the scanty dearness allowance given to 
them have reduced their real incomes and their real wages? If that is the case, 
and if the budget deficit is to be met, who should shoulder the burden of taxation, 
if not those who have minted money at the cost of the poor? My Honourable 
friend Khan Abdul Ghani Khan speaking on these budget proposals admitted 
that those only should shoulder the burden of taxation who can bear it and not 
the poor. 
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Sir, I was suiprised at the uprow created against the budget proposals in 
the Select Committee. I was not surprised that the ^Federation of Indian 
Chambers of Commerce or the leaders of Stock Exchanges should have raised 
this uproar against budget proposalB. But the present Press Campaign goes 
to show what I have always been saying how big business controls the press 
today The press is behind big business, and the press is therefore interested 
in running down financial proposals made by the Government which aim at 
collecting more taxation from the rich But what surprised me most was that 
press could be so mean as to impute personal motives in the framing of the 
budget proposals I may frankly say that I do not know what was the intention 
of the Finance Member. I am prepared to judge him from what he has clone 
and what he has brought before the House. I am not interested in the inten- 
tions of anybody in this House. I may be alone in expressing my independent 
solitary voice, because I judge all proposals coming on the floor of the House, 
from the Congress, or from the Muslim League, or from the European Group, 
not from any racial prejudice or prejudice of any political party, but from purely, 
what these proposals will do to the common man of my country. 1 will not 
impute any motives, because T am prepared to accept the words of the Finance 
Member when he says that he drafted these proposals with a social objective. 
And as such no Member of this House who claims to represent the common man 
of this country can dare to oppose or dare to say that there should be changes 
in the proposals of taxation. I equally welcome the setting up of a commission 
•of enquiry to find out the profits which the industrialists have made during war. 
I congratulate the finance Member for wanting to appoint a commission. With 
■due respect to the Finance Department and to all other departments o£ the 
Government of India, I am very doubtful about the success of these commis- 
sions. Knowing well as I do, the wire pullers, and the pull of the rich on the 
upper class parties who are represented in this House, I doubt how far these 
•commissions will be successful. But, Sir, I would want that this Commission 
-should bring before the public at least a few instances of black marketeers, so 
that the public may judge the difference between patriotism of these nationalists 
and real workers like my type. Sir, the big business shouts in the name of 
patriotism and nationalism. Now they are put to test. You, Sir, have a chance. 
You occupy the Treasury Benches. You can no more have the jjretext of blam- 
ing the white skin for anything and everything that happens in our country today. 
The English have gone {An Honourable Member: "Not yet’’.) You are 
occupying the Treasury Benches, and the English do not interfere in your affairs. 
I ask any Member of the Treasury Benches whether the Viceroy has ever vetoed 
what you have wanted to do and then I will blame the Viceroy and not till then 
You have got every power today to frame the destiny o! this country, and rather 
than impute motives, T would request you to judge taxation proposals on their 
-own merits. 

I do not dispute what my friend Sir Cowasjee said. Certainly the present 
proposals are going to hamper his private enterprise Sir, industnalists make 
no secret that profit motive is behind all the private enterprise. Any attack on 
the percentage of private profit cannot be tolerated by private snterpnse They 
Lave made an admission. I take them for their word and I would like the 
Honourable the Finance Member also to take them for their word and know that 
they are not prepared to reduce their profits for the sake of the poor. They are 
not prepared, whatever happens to the country, if their profits are reduced. 
Reference has been made to the industrialists in England. I was in England 
•during war time. I have met industrialists as well as the poor man of that 
country. I would request the capitalists of this country to follow in the foot- 
steps of those people who have brought voluntary socialism in their country by 
Tailing in line with the march of time in their counta 7 . If the Indian capitalist 
To-day admit, their political bankruptcy by refusing to align themselves with the 
needs of the people of this country, I would ask my Honourable friend the Finance 
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Member to accept this challeuge and not be blackmailed as he had rightly stated 
in the beginning — but go ahead. If private enterprise is not going to come 
forward to help the country because they have not the profits as they used to 
have before, if they are not going to be as patriotic as they have been saying all 
these years, is it not right that the people who call themselves the representatives 
of the common man, occupying the Treasury Benches, should take things in their 
own hands? ,You should float Government loans for state owned industries, tax 
the rich, run industries and go forward. The common men of this country will 
co-operate to run these indusLries. This is the time when the country is going to 
judge you. All these years big promises have been given to the people. Now 
those promises are put to test 

A reference was also made to my friend Dr .fohn Matthai that even when he 
is a signatory to the Bombay Plan, he supported taxation proposals. I was the 
person who condemned the Bombay Plan in not less than 200 public meetings 
as a plan of the capitalists. But if the same signatory of the Bombay Plan can 

presented by the Finance Member, I will not allow any prejudice to stand 
sit on the Treasury Benches and can have courage to support the Finance Bill 
against him. I e^end my hand of co-operation even to that signatory if he has 
changed. Sir, it is a very poor argument if my friend Sir Cowasjee says that a 
man who signed the Bombay jdan yesterday should nob support or change his 
mind to-day. He forgets that man who progresses is a man of the day 

I do not want to say much about the salt tax, because every Group, every 
Party including the European Group had nothing but praise for the abolition 
of salt tax. I will give my opinion on this tax because I do not think we can 
govern the country without taxation. Money has to be found to govern the 
country. I would be very frank in expressing my reaction as T have always been, 
regardless of my being pleasant or unpleasant, without caring for the populaiity 
or being shouted down. I would say, Sir, that I do not consider that the aboli- 
tion of the salt tax has made much difference in the budget of the common man. 
I would have liked this money to be spent for making life happier for the villagers 
by giving them a school, or hospital, or better sanitation, etc. I am sure the 
Finance Member would have received the blessings of the poorer people more 
for such relief than by abolition if the salt tax. I would once again repeat that 
I have never feared to talk against the popular current I Imow that everyone 
has praised the abolition of the salt tax T have given my own view in the 
matter and I am sure that many people in their hearts agree with me though not 
with their lips 

T am not a bic economist to be able to judge the varioiiS detailed implications 
of the E.P.T. and the Business Profits Tax, but 1 am a woman with a very 
strong common sense. And my common-sense tells me that no businessman 
and no industrialist in this country would come forward and tell the Government 
"Look here, if you impose E.P.T. you will get much more money than you wiU 
get by Business Profits Tax, so have E.PT.” I have made it clear that I am 
not a business woman. I have not bothered to study the implications of E.P.T. 
and Budget proposals. I know my capitalist friends will get on their feet and 
criticise me by saying ‘She talks of things that she does not know’. My reply is 
that I have plenty of common-sense, and I know that the capitalist, not only of 
this country, but of all other countries, will not offer or volunteer to pay more 
than they can help. If the E.P.T. would take away something more from their 
pockets the Honourable the Finance Member would take it with both hands. 
But I am sure there is something fishy somewhere in restoration of E.P.T. I 
therefore refuse to believe in spite of all the nationalist papers writing big and 
long editorials saying that this is a political game, that the budget proposals are 
intended to spite the other Party. I do not agree. With all my respect for you 
Sir Cowasjee I do not believe this story 

Sip Ooirs^ea Jehuigir: If your attack is against the papers why come down 
upon noe? 
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Miss Maaiben Kara: It is very interesting to note that the Committee ap' 
pointed by the Federation of the Indian Chambers of Commeroe “also shares 
the desire of the Honourable the Finance Member to reduce the disparity in the 
distribution of wealth in the country” — I am quoting their words — and they 
went so far as to concede that “No one can deny the importance and need of 
social justice”. 

[At this stage Mr Pre.sident vacated the Chair which was then occupied by 
Mr. Deputy President (Khan Mohammad Yamin Khan).] 

It is contended nevertheless “That it is not an act of social justice to try and 
obtain all revenues by taxing one section of the community only”. With all 
this sympathy for the common man, and with the Finance Member, this Com- 
mittee does not think it fair that only the rich should be taxed A look at the 
budget tv ill, however, show that more than halt the central revenue comes from 
the poor section of the community Customs, Central Excise, contribution to 
the Railways — all these taxes are ultimately paid by the poor people, and this 
amounts to 150 crores of nipees a year. Who pays all this? Is it not the corn- 
man man of this country that pays all this? And if more than half the revenue 
is paid by the common man of this country^ how can you say that to tax the rich 
will not be an act of justice? 

Since my time is up, Mr. Deputy President, I will say 

Some Honourable Members: Go on, go on We want to hear you. 

Miss Maniben Kara: l also wanted to say that to a very large extent I am 
disappointed as far as the expenditure side of the Budget is concerned. I do 
feel that the Honourable the Finance Member has not gone far enough to achieve 
his social objectives Tf he had brought forward proposals which would have 
giggn a practical shape to liis social objectives, with which he started his speech, 
T would have been very happy I feel. Sir, that the expenditure on Defence, 
winch is about 57 per cent is absolutely uncalled for After all if we keep 
up this expenditure on Defence, it only amounts to this that i( is a preparation 
for war Why do we n ant this’ Are we afraid of any foreign attack, or are we 
afraid that there is going to be a war? When people want bread, let us not 
waste our money on bullets Let us produce enough for our people The 
private enterprise has declared political bankruptcy They say that without 
profits thev cannot produce. Sir, there has to be greater and greater produc- 
tion, because the needs of the people are becoming greater and greater 

Lastly, the Honourable the Finance Member has said that because of the 
constitutional and political insecurity, he cannot have long term plans. I would 
say. Sir, who is to be blamed for that? If these two political parties go on 
fighting, I give you a warning that the common man of India is not going to 
sit and watch and be played by both these parties which are quarrelling and 
fighting The common man of India will replace all of you, and occupy the 
Treasury Benches. 

Hajee Ohowdhury Mohammad Ismail Khan (Bakarganj cum I'aridpur- 
Muhammadan Rural). Mr Deputy President,, Sir In his speech introducing the 
Budget, the Honoiirarble the Knance Member said' 

"The proposals that I have placed before this House whether they involve the levy of 
fresh or the abandonment of existing taxation are related not to purely financial purposes, 
but to certain social ob|e( lives, which I am sure the House will agree must be kept in' view 
by all those who have the good of the countless millions of the vast sub-continent at 
heart ” 

As duly elected representatives of the people who have, in the words of the 
Honourable the Finance Member, “the good of the countless millions” of this 
country at heart, we should wholeheairtedly welcome the Finance Bill. In 
doing so, let me add my voice to the chorus of congratulations that have been 
showered on the first Indian Finance Member. We have had budgets and 
Finance Bills in the past but never have we seen a naticmal policy underlying 
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ihem. Therefore this occasion this year is unique m that for the first time 
^e htive an Indian Finance Member and he has presented a Budget based on 
oertam definite social objectives. 

Now that the dust and storm which were the first reactions to the Budget 
have subsided, we can judge the merits of the budget and the consequent taxa- 
tion measures m a calmer atmosphere. While on the one hand capitalist in- 
terests have described the budget as sounding the death knell of private enter- 
prise, others have hailed it as a 'poor man’s budget or a socialistic budget, 
which has for its object the levelling up of gross inequalities in the distri- 
bution of wealth. Even its severest critic must admit that the budget and the 
Finance Bill are only an earnest attempt at a more equitable distribution of the 
incidence of taxation. 

One outstanding result of the last war. Sir, has been the glaring inequalities 
that it has created. Whereas on one side there are people wlio have accumula- 
ted enormous fortunes as a result of the conditions created by the war, there 
are, on the other hand, millions who despite rhe larger volume of employment 
.and higher wages are still below the subsistence level due to the infiation, 
abnormal prices of essential commodities and scarcity of foodgrains and consu- 
mer goods. In this state of affairs we must congratulate the Honourable the 
Finance Member for having made a bold and unorthodo.'c attempt to tackle 
the economic problems that have been agitating the minds of public men. 
The tradition with framers of budgets and finance bills has been to ignore ihe 
common man, the voiceless millions that form the backbone of this country. 
In the present budget and taxation proposals we can see the anxiety and desire 
of the Pinanbe Member either to spare or to relieve to some extent the common 
man and put his hand mto the pockets of those that can afford and uho would 
bo none the worse for parting with a little more to the State than what they 
would like to do. 

Sir, ohief among the reliefs to the poor man, as the House is aware, is the 
abolition of the salt tax, which I should dcsciibe as an epoch making event in 
the history of Indian taxation and it is certainly a matter for great congratula- 
tion that what has been an unfulfilled and almost universal desire in this 
country for a long time has become an accomplished fact in the first budget 
that it has been the privilege of the Honourable the Finance Member to 
present to this House. The history of the agitation against the salt tax goes 
back to over a quarter of a century, when Mr (iandhi led the salt satyagraha 
and since then this question has been foremost in the public mind as a measure 
of taxation relief to the poverty-stricken mass of the people of this country So 
at Jong last the poor man has come to realize that he is not the forgotten entity 
that he has been till now in the national economy and that he can hope that 
_ his interests will hereafter receive their due consideration at the hand of tthe 
’ Government. 

Another relief that the Finance Member has given to the next higher strata 
of society, what is called the lower middle classes, in regard to whose income, 
exemption from income-tax has been granted up to a limit of Rs. 2,500. 
This is an income group which would comprise a considerable bulk 
of the population, which has been bit very hard due to the present 
day high cost of living. Any tax on this income group would have been 
an unjust levy, which would have been acutely felt by tiiem under present 
conditions and I am sure they would be very grateful to the Honourable Member 
for this relief, however small. Perhaps, Sir, the Honourable the I^nanoe 
'Member could not unfortunately do more than what he has done, though of 
course there is a large field in which the poor man would have welcomed some 
relief. There are, for instance, commodities like kerosene, matches, betel nut, 
etc., in which the vast multitude of the poverty-stiricken masses of Ais country 
are greatly Uiteirestied^ .for they tire almost indispensable necessities to the 
common ttp's ,dady ttilief, however, sttmU, In reBi>bct of these 

items would ha've eai^ed thw gimtif^e. 
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Buoh relief, 1 am ooascious, Sir, would have involved greater taxation in 
other directions and even as the present financial propostds are they have 
evoked a storm of protest from the richer classes of society, ^ter all the 
moidence of a just system of taxation must bear some relation to the capacity 
of the taxpayer to pay. Under the present proposals business profits are sub- 
jected to a special income tax when they exceed a certain limit. Professional 
and vocational earnmgs whidi have been untaxed hitherto have also hereafter 
to pay their share due to the public fisc and nobody would take exception to 
this As has been admitted by the Honourable the Finance Member himself 
the taxation proposals are designed to achieve a common purpose, viz, to reduce 
the glaring and obvious disparities in mcomes, and it will be realised, Sir, that 
this IS the trend of all modem progressive pubhc finance. The abolition of the 
Excess Prollts Tax was considered by many as not a very wise move and in 
view of the deficit disclosed, its retention 'would have helped the country’s 
finances to a considerable extent. In view of these considerations there will 
be general welcome to the proposals of the Finance Meinebr to impose a tax on 
business profits, to raise the corporation tax and to apply the maximum super- 
tax rate at levels lower than the existing ones and also to levy a capital gams 
tax. These proposals are iii complete accord with the principles that govern 
the persent day taxat'on structure of all advanced countries. 

Sir, today in India the capitalist or the industrialist is not the only target 
of taxation It should be realised that the aim of the major political parties 
in India is the abolition of the zammdari system and m pursuance of that 
policy zammdais are being liquidated m provinces and agrioultpral income 
is gradually becoming subject to taxation just as income from any other 
source. Therefore, Sir, the business man or the capitahst is only one of the 
classes which is asked to contribute to public revenues, because it can afford 
to pay. 

8ir, I should like to say a word about the Private Accumulations Enquiry 
Commission which the Honour.ible M»>mber has proposed. I welcome the 
proposal It IS a notorious fact th.it t ix-evasion or tax-dodgmg has gone on 
unolieckerl duung the period of t'>e v. ar .nid since Considerable sums of money 
made either in the black market or in secret denis in these days , of inflation, 
scarcity of consumer goods and high prices, have been concealed and the 
State’s legitimate share thereon has been denied. I hope the Honourable ' 
Member will make the Commission a strong body, whose labours will prove 
useful to the Governra^-nt and will produce a salutary effect on a class of 
unscrupulous busmessmen who have thriven most during the war years and 
whose continued activity on similar lines will prove a menace to ordered society 
in tunes of peace. 

Sir, I desire to refer briefly to the matter of grants to the provinces. Com- . 
ing as I do from a province which of any province in India felt the impact of 
the war most, besides having faced simultaneously the ravages of famine, I 
submit that Bengal stands on a different footing from any of the other provin- 
ces and deserves special consideration in this matter of grants from the Centre. 
Other provinces might have accumulated funds for their postwar development 
schemes, not having had the misfortune to undergo the suffenngs that Bengal 
went through. Therefore if Bengal is to be rehabilitated, she would need a 
special grant in aid and I hope she would not be treated on a par with other 
provinces more fortunately placed. 

Now, Sir, I come to the question of sterling balances and post-war indus- 
trial development. We feel reassured by the Finance Member’s statement 
that the privations and sufferings which India bad undergone during the war 
are no less than those of any other country directly affected by the war and with 
this in view he would secure a just and equitable settlement of the ste^g 
balances. May I submit to the Honourable Member that these sterling balances 
represent the potential import of capital goods into thk oountry I hope 
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he will Bee to it that all provinces are treated fairly in the matter of the dutri> 
butiou of these capital assets. In this connection 1 would also Uke to empha' 
sise that m any industriaf policy that may be adopted by the Qoyemmeut 
they should see to it that no lopsided development is permitted to take place, 
industries being concentrated in a few of the more fortunate provinoes in pre- 
ference to others, where the need for such industrial expansion may be equally 
great. 

Oil the question of controls I do not propose to say much, as the question 
has been fully debated on a cut motion. But, Sir, I would like to add my voice 
to what has already been said on the subject by emphasising that it 'must be , 
the earnest endeavour ot Government to follow a very judicious policy in the 
matter of eithec retaining or lifting any of the controls. Government, as 
tlie^ have tlienihelves acknowledged, are fuUy alive to the abuses like black 
marketing and corruption which are engendered by these controls. In view 
of the suftenngs which the mass of people have to undergo on account of these 
controls I hope Government will carefully examine all the controls and see that 
only those are retained which are absolutely necessary to ensure a proper distri- 
bution at reasonable prices of certain of the most essenUal commo^ties. They 
should also see to it that in the administration of such controls utmost vigi- 
lance IS maintained to prevent both corruption and black marketmg. 

Sir, the question of food is still a matter which demands the utmost care 
and attention of the Government of India. I am keenly aware of all that is 
being done by way of imports from abroad and increased production at home 
through subsidies and grant of agricultural facilities to farmers. But it should 
be remembered that so fong as there are cash crops which pay better than 
foodgrains the farmer’s inclination would be to grow the cash crops, because 
besides getting more for his produce, he will be less subject to governmental 
control and interference In the purchase of foodgrains from abroad such 
abnormal prices are paid to foreign agriculturists and I would submit to the 
Government to see whether it would not be worthwhile to profit the indigenous 
farmers by giving them larger subsidies and thus mducing them to grow more 
foodcrops. 

Finally, Sir, I want briefly to refer to a subject in which my community is 
very keenly interested and more particularly the Muslims of my province. 
Since the port of Calcutta was declared open for Haj pilgrimage in 1931, the 
• question which has been agitating the minds of Bengal Muslims is the erection 
of a decent pilgrim camp or musa>firhhana in Calcutta. This is a long felt 
need and the absence of it is the cause of considerable suffering and incon- 
venience to the thousands of Haj pilgrims and their relations who hove to come 
to Calcutta. The Government of Bengal has recommended the proposal to the 
Government of India, Mr. J. A. Bahim who conducted the Special Haj 
Enquiry recommended the implementation of the proposal as soon as possible 
and there is a plan ready which has been drawn up by a well known firm of archi- 
tects in Calcutta The , Second Haj Conference consisting of represenfitives of 
the Government of India, members of the Standing Haj Committee, 
and representatives of the three Port Haj Committee and two shipping 
companies interested in the Haj traffic which met under the chairmanshiiy 
of Dr. N. B. Khare, the then Member in charge, unanimously recommended 
that steps should be taken as early as possible to erect a musafirlthana in 
Calcutta for Haj pilgrims. The only difficulty in the way seems to be 
the question of finance — ^whether it is the responsibility of the Pro- 
•vinoial Government or the Central Government. May I in this connection 
Sir, quote the clear and emphatic words of Dr Khare. Member for the Com- 
monwealth Belations Department. On the Ist' March, 1944, in this House 
he said: "Haj piligrimage stands quite apart from all other pilgrima- 
ges. It is a pilgrimage in which pilgrims go overseas and it is a central 
subject. ” In view of this statement and in view of the fact that the pilgrim 
»«tnp at Karachi is maintained by the Government of India, I feel that there- 
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is no doubt as to the responsibility ol the Government of India for the provi- 
sion of a Baj pilgrim camp in Calcutta. I am aware of the proposal of the 
Government of India to enlarge and rebuild the pilgrim camp at Karachi, the 
nebd and urgency of which is, certainly unquestionable. But may I submit, 
6ir, that the need for such a camp in Calcutta is as much, if not more, and 1 
hope that there .will be no further delay in the matter and that Government 
will take up the work on the pilgrim camps at both places simultaneously. 

’ Sir, I have come to the end of my speech. It was indeed a pleasure for 
me to speak thus far (wa a budget and the financial proposals embodying the 
same, which have for the first time in our history the achievement of a certain 
measure of social justice. For once a Finance Member has had the courage 
to put in practice the Quranic precept (which no one will take exception to) 
that weaith should not be allowed to circulate among the wealthy and that it 
is a danger to society to allow too large accumulations of wealth in theTiands 
of a few individuals. Though the taxation proposals have not done as much 
to the jioorer masses of the country as they have a right to expect, yet as the 
Honourable Member himself has said in his budget speech, he did not claim 
that his “proposals represent anything more than the first stage of a policy 
of social justice and development which will require years to bring into full 
fruition.’’ I earnestly hope and pray that it will be the Honourable Mr 
Liaquat Ali Khan’s good fortune to hasten that day of fruition and to see this 
country’s administration based on that principle of social justice which is so 
dear to his and our hearts. 

Sir, I have done. 

8ii R. Venkatasubba Reddlar (South Arcot cum Chingleput Non-Muhani- 
madan Bural)- Sir, I congratulate the Honourable the Finance Member for 
having decided to abolish the salt tax. But there is one thing whicii he must 
see to. He should see that salt is .ivailable to the poor man at cheaper rates 
So far as we m Madras aie concerned salt ia purchased from the producing 
centres by weight but the merchants sell by measure. There is vanation 
m the different kinds of salts which are produced at different centres. A two 
maund bag m some places contains about 5.5 to 60 measures and the same bug 
in some other places measure 35 to 40 measures. This leads to a lot of profit- 
eering by merchants and middlemen who deal iii salt The Finance Member 
must issue some notification abolishing sale of salt by nieasuie in all places. 
Unless this is done the poor man, for whose benefit the salt tax has been abolish- 
ed, would not be able to derive any benefit from it The merchants and middle- 
men who have been already making profits on the sale of salt will even now 
make more profits inspite of the abolition of the salt tax. 

The next point which I would urge on the Honourable the Fmance Member is 
this In his budget speech he laid stress on the fact that in the Government of 
India there is a lot of wasteful expenditure which could very well bo avoided 
He said; 

'T am aware that there is a feeling m this House that the Central Government expenditure 
needs scrutiny in certain rospocts. I agree that if only for the purpose of conserving our 
resources for development there may be certain directions in which such economy can be 
usefully exercised. It may, for instance, be found that some of the establishments of the 
Ooveniment of India are susceptible of reduction.'* 

Having said this he became very apologetic in the later portion of the same 
paragraph, where he has said: 

“I should, however, make it olettr that my object in proposing an £conomv Committee 
of this nature is not to conduct a retrenchaunt campaign in tte b^e in which "that expres- 
eion IS ordinaidv andeTStoed.*t 
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My BubmiasioQ is that what the Honourable Member has said m the earlier 
portion of the paragraph is quite correct. He should have taken courage in both 
hands and said that he was for retrenchment wherever it was possible and neces- 
sary. We know that the Government establishment has grown more than four 
times. Where there were 600 oflScers before, the number has become 2,000 in 
the gazetted posts. I do not think it can be claimed that the retention of all 
these posts is necessary. Is it in the interests of the country to keep all those 
persons whose services are not necessary and go on paying them? It does not 
mean that it is a productive industry. The* Honourable Dr. Kajendra Prasad 
said that if you pay a little increased price to the agriculturist for his food ort^s, 
it means inflation and also increased wages to the labourer If you go on paying 
persons whose services are not necessary, the result will be inflation and not 
deflation. 1 have heard the Leader of the House and also the Honourable 
Member for Industries say “What are you going to do with these pt'ople?” I 
have an answer. You can create opportunities for all these people. Start new 
induatries. Nationalise some of these mdustries so that you can give greater 
scope to these intelligent men, whose services can be'iitilised. Most of them ar« 
very intelligent and are capable of running those industries instead of rotting in 
Government departments. There is no scope for them to exercise their intelli- 
gence in Government service. I want the Honourable the Finance Member to 
take courage and not be apologetic in having this Committee appointed at once 
to devise ways and means for cutting down expenditure which has grown more 
than four hundred per cent since 19^. 

The next item which needs scrutiny as far as expenditure is concerned i* 
Defence When I read the explanatory memorandum of the Defence Deport- 
ment I find that this year the expenditure is reduced by 50 orores If you take 
into consideration the number of men who have been demobilised, it comes in 
the army to a little over eight lakhs. Besides that in the Air Force and the 
Royal Indian Navy persons have been demobbed to an extent beyond which you 
oannot go, according to the statement of the Defence Secretary and the Expla 
natory Memorandum. And they also say that you could only reduce it by 
demobbing two lakhs of men. Are we to expect that by reducing two lakhs of 
men next year you will considerably reduce the expenditure on the defence 
services? Surely not. The strength of the Indian army in the beginning of 
the budget year will be about nine lakhs and odd and the sum that is required 
for expenditure is about 188 crores. If we demob about two lakhs of men 1 do 
not think it will considerably reduce the amount of defence expenditure. I do 
not grudge money being spent on the defence services but I say that money 
should not be spent on items which are unnecessary. There is a proposal to 
purchase — I do not know if it has been completed — three cruisers from the 
British Government. I am told that they will cost more than four or five 
million pounds. I do not know what their use is; if they are useful to the British 
Government would they be willing to sell them to this Government? - That lias 
to be verified. And after ait what is the use of these cruisers for India? In 
these days of air warfare these cruisers are not going to serve any purpose so for 
as our country is concerned. These cruisers that will be stationed on the shores 
on the three sides of India may not help us very much and their presence may 
not be useful in preventing air attacks from other countries 

Nothing has been done in our ocuntry to establish scientific research so far ae 
production of arms is concerned. Every country is spending crores for produc- 
ing atom bombs and other destructive weapons and also weapons to counter 
them. In this budget we do not find any provision for any of these neoesaaiy 
researches being made for the benefit of our country. The other day when some 
of us raised the question of Indian Army Ordnance OflBoers, the Secretary and 
the Honourable Defence Member emphaticallv stated that it was not jiossible 
to tqjre them in and there was a proposal to demob them and send them away 
But cm page 19 of the memorandum suplied to us it is said; 
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‘ xtot oiU> has u oecouie usLeutu^v iv ulCEsase the length and scope of speoialtsed trkining 
.snd education but questions conceining the comfort and general well-being of the soldier 
have assumed much gieater imiKiriauoe. The mechanisation amd loodemisation generally 
of the forces has necessitated the provision of much more expensive vehicles, weapons, 
anunuBition and equipment of all kinas. As a result, the cost Of the administrative servteas 
has UKceased very constderablv in relstion to the direct coats of the armed forces. Uanng 
the year 1947-48 the cost ot those services entrusted with the custody and liahdlmg of stores 
will be abnormally heavy owmg to the large accumulations of surplus stocks in charges of 
the defence services. This applies particularly to Ihe Indian Army Ordnance Corps and the 
Indian Electrical and Mechanical Engineer Corpa.". 

A.gaiu on page 29 of the same memorandum it is said 

“The Indian Army Oidiiance Coipa is responsible for the receipt, custody and dutii- 
bution of clothing stores, M. T. .vehicles, ammunition, weapons and other Ordnance 
stores required by all the Defence Services. The officers for the Corps 
are drawn from the various armed sei vices and undergo specialised training in the Indian 
Vrmy Ordnance Corps School. Other ranks are recruited through the regular army recruit- 
ing agencies and given training in the oidmary duties of the Corps in the Training Centres 
.Specialised training is given to selected other ranks at the School ” 

My information is that tho officers who have been already sent and who wtil 
be sent away hereafter had their training for six moniihs. They were selected 
by the university heads and most of them had undergone Federal Public Service 
Commission examination. They were the best from the universities, and such 
men have been asked to go under the pretext that these people will have to make 
room for men with military experience. I do not know what charm there is in 
(rymg to keep men with military experience for these posts; I am told that there 
18 no need for any military training at all for these posts. The officers who are 
there — about 930 or so — have had their training and they will serve the same 
purpose as these other officers are serving Sir, this deserves an explanation 
from the Defence Secretary. 

Then coming to my usual cry about increased- prices for foodgraiii, 1 do not 
want to say anything moie than what has already been said. I have repeatedly 
stated that an increase of one rupee per inaund of paddy means for an individual 
every month about six annas and throe pies I said this several times and I am 
>orry to say that one of the Honourable Members ridiculed this idea, though 
not here bub somewhere else. I do nob want to repeat it again but I should like 
to impress the economic aspect of that demand The economic maxim is 
that when a thing is wanted and a proper case for its production is made out we 
are not entitled to aim at its being provided at a price that will mean the 
degradation of the life of those who produce it. We have no right to buy coals 
at the price of malnutrition of the miner’s child or potatoes at that of the agricul- 
tural labourer’s When the case Is pressed to this extent it means the entrench- 
ment and acceptance of poverty as a necessary evil, which it is not It means 
that coolie labour standards are justifiable. If we have not inoomc enough to 
pay a just price it is our standard of life that is wrong We ought to have 
money enough Then Sir, another maxim is that the secret of successful 
industry is to buy your finance cheap and sell your produce dear. The Indian 
buys his finance dear and sells his produce cheap. Sir, in Madras a measure 
of rice sells at six annas and six pies; here in Delhi the same quantity sells for 
lifteen annas I do nob know why this disparity should he maintained. This 
iK'ods an e\|iliiimtion T do not tvaut to repeat what I have already said on this 
question T again commend this for the sympathetic consideration of the 
C.abinet as a whole and not of the Food Member only. 

So far as th's Grow More Food Campaign is concerned, I have already stated 
some of my experiences, and I should like to state another. The department 
said, that we can have materials for irrigation. We were asked to apply to the 
Controller of Steel and Iron I went there with an application for pipes; he 
aaod that the application should come tiuongh the Eng^eer of the Bleetrical 
Department. I asked him who this Electrical Engineer is to whom I should go. 
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It was either the Superiutendeat or the Assistant tieoretar^. I don't know 
what his designation was, He said ‘That is not my business to tell you. We 
- j, are not here to teach you. You go and find out'. If that is the soft 
of answer which I get, I request "you *to imagine the sort of reply 
which a poor man from the villages will get, 

Mr, Deputy President: The Honourable Member’s time is over. He can 
finish in one minute. He was to finish in 15 minutes He has taken 18 minutes 
Sri B. VeokatMUbba Beddi&r: Sir, 1 commend to the consideration of the 
Secretary of the Agricultural Department all these matters. Not only the dis- 
iribution of manure but also the distribution of seeds must have special atten- 
tion. Either the Department must have special staff and be reorganised or they 
should leave it to the ordinary trade channels With these words, I resume 
my seat. 

The Assembly then adjourned till Eleven of the Clock on Tuesday, the 25th 
March 1947, 
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